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Borough of Wlimbleodoon.

Public Health Department.

ANNUAL REPORT

OF THE

Medical Officer of Health

FOR THE

Year ended 31st December, 1927.

To the Mayor, Aldermen, and Councillors
of the Borough of Wimbledon.

MR. MaAvor, LADIES AND (GENTLEMEN,

I have the honour to submit the Annual Reports on the
work of the Public Health Department for the year ending
31st December, 1927, together with my Report as School
Medical Officer. The Annual Report of the Medical Officer of
Health for 1927 is an Ordinary Report, prepared on the lines
suggested in Cireular 834, issued by the Ministry of Health
on 156th December, 1927.

Staff and Administration.

(@) Changes in Staff :—Mrs. G. M, Street, School Nurse-
Health Visitor resigned in Mareh, 1927, and Miss J. E. D.
Elder commenced duty in April, 1927

(b) New Duties of Medical Officers—Bacteriological
Work:—Prior to 1915, the bacteriological work of the Bor-
ough was carried out by a part-time officer, but in that year
a Municipal Laboratory was opened and staffed by the whole
time medieal officers. The Laboratory was closed after three
months working, and the part-time officer resumed duty, on



the Medical Officer of Health proceeding on aetive service.
After the war the laboratory was not re-opened, at first
because the premises were oceupied by the military, and later
on aceount of the inereased work of the Public Health
Department.

In October, 1926, I received instruetions to report on the
question of this work being again taken up by the whole-
time medical staff. I pointed out that while the staff re-
mained of the same size as in 1914, the Public Health work
had inereased by the addition of an entirely new Seetion
under the Maternity and Child Welfare Aet, 1918, by an
extension of School Medical Treatment (1920), by the ad-
mission of cases to the Wimbledon Isolation Hospital from
outside areas (1920), by the examination of sick employees
of the Council (1925), and by the natural growth of the
Borough and by the passing of new Acts, Orders and Regu-
lations (1915-1926).

It was, therefore, obvious that the medical staff could
not devote the same time to bacteriological work as in 1914,
I advised that there should be a slight re-arrangement of the
duties of the medieal staff to permit of better *“team’’ work
and that a trial run should be made by earrying out the
hospital bacteriological work only, as there is less urgency
as to the results of these examinations than with specimens
handed in by general medical practitioners.

After twelve months’ experience on the above lines I am
of opinion that no further work ean be undertaken without
additional assistance. During ““outbreak’’ econditions the
hospital bacteriological work inecreases so egreatly that in
spite of working in the evenings, ete., the carrying out of
some routine medieal duties must of necessity be postponed
for an indefinite time until the rush is over. By so doing
the efficiency of the department is jeopardised.

This question of bacteriologieal work is still 11n.1d1nr con-
sideration by the Public Health Committee and I have no
doubt it will be suitably adjusted.

The need for economy in all public departments is still
very pressing, and in this respeet the Public Health Depart-
ment has admirably seconded the efforts of the Borough
Council as is evident from previous Annual Reports. There
is, however, a limit to which economy ean be earried in
regard to Public Health, and the addition of further new
duties will undoubtedly necessitate an incerease of staff. The
value of a public health department is in the amount of
preventive work that ean be undertaken, and the results of
such work, unfortunately, cannot be given in stated terms,
for the better the prevention the less there is to show.
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When conditions arise which aré detrimental to the
public health, efforts must be coneentrated on ameliorating
such eonditions, and the preventive side of the work may be
negleeted. This is incorreet. The staff—medical and non-
medical—has at all times cheerfully worked extra hours to
overtake these sudden emergeneies, but the fact that this is
necessary should be reported to the Counecil.

(¢) New Premises:—

(i) New Day Nursery :—These new premises situated in
Hubert Road, South Wimbledon, are in course of ereetion,
and should be ready for oceupation about May, 1928,

(ii) New Coxgoint CriNic ;—The proposal to erect a Con-
joint Clinie for School Medical and Maternity and Child
Welfare work is a further effort to obtain more efficient
work by centralisation. The present premises are seattered
and under the new scheme there should be not only economy
in rent, earetaking, ete., but in administration. At the new
Clinie all the work of the Maternity and Child Welfare
Seetion would be eoncentrated, and the Queen’s Road Centre,
Southey Hall Clinie, the Dental Clinic and the laboratory
would be transferred.

A site has been aequired by the Council in Pelham Road,
admirably situated and capable of further development, if
required. Sketeh plans have already been forwarded both
to the Ministry of Health and Board of Education and final
approval only is awaited. The premises should be ready
for occupation by the end of 1928.

(d) New Acts and Regulations:—

1—Public Health Act, 1925—Certain seetions adopted
(v. p.18).

2.—Public Health (Smoke Abatement) Aet, 1926.

3.—DBirths and Deaths Registration Aet, 1926. This
Aect came into forece on 1st July, 1927, and requires,
inter alia, the registration of still-births.

4—Publie Health (Notification of Puerperal Fever and
Puerperal Pyrexia) Regulations, 1926. The Scheme
submitted by the Wimbledon Borough Counecil for

the treatment of such cases has been approved by
the Ministry of Health.

5—Public Health (Infectious Diseases) Regulations,
1927. These regulations amend the procedure in
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relation to certain cases of Pneumonia, Malaria and
Dysentery.,
6.—New Bye-laws (v. p. 15).

(e) Other Administrative Measures:—

1.—Mosquito Control :—Early in 1927, a meeting of
representatives of the different Loecal Authorities
in the County of Surrey was held under the auspices
of the Surrey County Council to discuss measures
to be taken for the control of the mosquito pest.
In this matter the Wimbledon Borough Couneil
has always taken an active and leading interest,
but no measures were arranged for conjoint action.

2.—Isolation Hospital :—Admission of overflow cases
from Caterham Military Hospital was arranged
during the outhreak of Diphtheria.

3—Examination of Employees :—During the year 1927,
152 employees were medically examined by the
Medieal Officer of Health.

Natural and Social Conditions of the Area.

Area (aecres) 3,173
Population (Census, 1921) e - BLT00
Population (Estimated, 1927, R.GG) ... 58,150
Number of inhabited houses:—
1921 11,926
Number of families or separate oceupicrs:—
1921 e : i 13,998

Rateable Value:—£517,639.
Sum represented by a penny rate:—£2,070.
Social Conditions:—v. Annual Report, 1925,

Extracts from Vital Statistics of the Year (1927).
(Registrar-General’s Figures).
Totel. M. F

. Legitimate 688 344 344 ...
Births {Illegitimate 29 14 lﬁ}mrth Rate (R.G) 123

Deaths ... 620 316 304 Death Rate (R.G.) 10.6
Number of women dying in, or in econsequence of,

childbirth ... ... from sepsis 1

do. do. other causes 1

Total 2



Death-rate of Infants under one year of age per 1,000

births % : T
Number of {leaths nf lnfants_ie'rltxmate i, bAHE
N P 3 —illegitimate 4
Totak: .. 36

Deaths from Measles (all ages) ... —
5 » Whooping Cough (all ﬂges) 3

o ., Diarrhceea (under 2 years of age) ... 2

Vital Statistics for 1927 (Provisional Figures).

(Registrar-General’s Returns).

Annual Rates per 1,000 E"‘§
living. =2
gE8™ 4
L. = = e
' Sgax
Deaths L Esm
Births. from all R i
Causes. -
=
England and Wales 16.7 12.3 69
107 Great Towns ... 17.1 12.2 71
155 8maller Towns 16.4 11.8 68
LONDON Said 16.1 11.9 59
WIMBLEDON ... | 12.3 10.6 50
|

BOROUGH OF WIMBLEDON.,
Population, Birth and Death Rates for each Ward, 1927.

Pnpula Birth | Death
WARD. Factor. : g Rate. Rate.
| T | =
st Mﬂl‘j‘"ﬁ iE e PR [ 6754 8.7 9.4
Wimbledon Park 8.88 4450 12.8 8.9
Bt. John's 477 5192 5.6 12.7
Cottenham Park iz 4.38 T053 8.3 132.6
North thhledan 4.36 93449 | 8.8 11.04
Dundonald 5.15 7666 | 15.1 11.08
Trinity 5.59 11686 | 15.2 11.5
Bouth Park ... 4.63 8580 | 11.1 8.4
Haydon Park ... . 5.47 6849 | 18.83 10.2
South Wimbledon we | Ba21 84701 | 14.7 10.4
- ——— !- :
WHOLE DISTRICT ... ' 4,83 58150 12.3 10.6
|




Births :—

The number of births registered in the district was 671
(344 males and 327 females), a decrease of 51 against last
year, and equal to a birth-rate of 115 on a population of
98,150.  The correeted birth-rate produced by transferable
births notified to us by the Registrar-General, is 12.3. 29 (or
4.04 per cent.) of the births were illegitimate.

Notification of Births Acts, 1907 and 1915,

During the year, 638 hirths were notified by the following
persons :—Parents, 65; Midwives, 428: Doctors, 64: other
persons, 81. Ten notifications of still-births were received.

Deaths :—

The total number of deaths registered in the distriet was
494 (231 males, 263 females), equal to a death rate of 8.4 per
thousand of the population (R.(t.) per annum,

The deaths occurring outside the distriet, of persons
belonging to this Borough, were 219, viz. :—

Kingston and District General Hospital ... 109

Brookwood Asylum, Woking 3
Nelson Hospital, Merton ... 22
Others ... 85

Total ... 219

The deaths oceurring within the distriet, of persons not
belonging thereto, were 93, viz. :—

Atkinson Morley Hospital ... 1
Isolation Hospital ... 1
North Wimbledon Hospital... 16
Others ... 75

Total ... 93

-
—_——

Taking those into consideration, the total number of
deaths properly belonging to Wimbledon, is 620, and the
death rate 10.6. The rate for England and Wales for the
same period was 12.3.
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Table showing the births, deaths, and death-rates in
the Borough of Wimbledon in the last five years.

I 1027 1926 1925 1924 | 1923 1922
| |
—— — ;'___ |
Births 717 807 760 | 814 868 868
Deaths ... ¥ 620 579 638 645 546 . 616
Death-rates Gl 1008 9'9 109 | 111 | 94 | 99
{

Table II. gives the causes of, and ages at, deaths during
1927. Deaths due to notifiable infectious diseases are given
on p. 38, The principal causes of death, apart from Zymotic
deaths, are as follows:—

Heart Disease... SR | [ )
Canecer ... (5]
Pneumonia ... 45
Cerebral Hemorrhage 40
Tuberculosis (Respiratory) ... 40
Bronechitis 38

Infantile Mortality :—There were 37 infant deaths during
the year (ineluding transferable deaths), giving a rate of 50
per thousand registered births, an inerease of 17 per. thousand
on last year’s figures, when there were 27 deaths and a rate
of 33. The infantile death-rate caleulated on the Registrar-
General’s figures, is 50 per thousand births. The infant death

rate for illegitimate children was 137 per thousand illegitimate
births.

The following table shows the causes of death, and ages
at death, of Infants under one year:—
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Infant Mortality during the year 1927,

(Deaths from stated causes at various ages under One Year of Age.)

Y :
o i - s | " . -
o |2 @ ®wla |6 .|«|2| Total
'ﬁ-'ﬁ'%ﬁ"ﬁ'ﬂ Eéfé £ | Deaths
Causes of Death. “lzlgl|lE|28|s 2|3 (2| under
52(2(3[32(5|2|2(5] one
Bl oo S Plo||5 | Year.
= “law|e @
Congenital Malformation 1| 1}_ - 2 | 1]=|=|—= 3
Congenital Debility, —Prematur- i i | |
L MO R R T B B G e ) S T
Want of Attention at Birth ... | 2 |—|— —| 4 | rd]==sl=le=]| gl
Accidents in Infarcy ... e e e -~| Sk et ke B 8 L SR
Respiratory Discases .., sl | A Bt T ] LS ] ]
T.B. General and Meningitis ... |— |—|—|—| — I— —|—| 2| 2
I
Infective Enteritis s = | —|—|—| — |—|—| 1|— 1
|
Whpering CORER on an b ool et bl =L o T
Other Conditions, — Erysipelas,
Intussuseeption, ete. ... N ] | el il = T M 4
bl purd* il |
PO L Ilir 6] 8| 1] 81 li 2| 4| 6 4l a7

The infantile death-rate for 1927 shows a considerable
inerease over 1926, which was the lowest rate recorded for
Wimbledon. Of the 37 infant deaths, 6 were premature—3
at the 6th month and 3 at the 7th. Of these premature Cascs,
2 were twin pregnancies, of which only one infant survived.

In addition to these cases one infant was found ““dead.’’
one died of ““want of attention at birth,”” 3 had eongenital
defeets with which they could not have lived, and 2 infants
were born ‘‘precipitately.’’

These cases unfortunately inerease a rate which other-
wise would ecall for little remark.

Poor Law Relief—The following information has been
furnished by the Clerk of the Kingston Union respecting
Poor Law Relief in this Distriet :—

12



L e
Amount paid in Out-door Relief in 1927 ... 11,546 12 0
Average weekly number of persons in

receipt of relief ... 528
Number of persons admitted to the Guard-
ians’ Institution from Wimbledon area 446

General Provision of Health Services in the Area.

(a) Hospitals provided or subsidised by the Loeal
Authority or by the County Couneil :—

(1) Tuberculosis—Crooksbury Sanatorium, under the
Surrey County Couneil.

(2) Maternity—None.

(3) Children—see Hospitals for area (b).

(4) Fevers—Isolation Hospital, Gap Road, Wimble-
don Borough Council, 105 beds.

(0) Small-pox—Cheam Small-pox Hospital, Surrey,
Croydon and Wimbledon Joint Board and Surrey
Small-pox Hospital, Clandon.

(6) Other—None,

(b) Hospitals available for the area:—
Wjiaméyl)edml Hospital, Thurston Road, Copse Hill (60
eds).
The Nelson Hospital for Wimbledon, Merton and
Distriet, Kingston Road, Merton Rush (52 beds).
Kingston Infirmary, Kingston (500 beds).
Contributions are made to the local hospitals by the

Wimbledon Borough Couneil in respect to (a) treat-
ment of employees; (b) treatment of school children.

(e) Institution for unmarried mothers:—

Southwark Diocesan Maternity Home, 56. Gap Road,
Wimbledon.

Ambulance Facilities:—
(a) For infectious cases—two motor ambulances,
Isolation Hospital, Gap Road.

(b) For Non-Infectious cases and Accidents—one
motor ambulance, Fire Station, Queen’s Road, under
the Wimbledon Borough Couneil.

Clinics and Treatment Centres:—

Maternity and Child Welfare Centres:—
(1) Wandle Park House, Wandle Bank, Wimbledon.
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(2) Queen’s Hall, Queen’s Road, Wimbledon. Both
under the Wimbledon Borough Couneil,

Day Nursery, 176-180, Haydon's Road, Wimbledon,
under the Wimbledon Borough Couneil.

School Clinic :—Southey Hall, Southey Road, Wimble-
don, under the Wimbledon Education Committee.

School Dental Clinic :—58, Pelham Road.
Tubereulosis :—Dispensary, 145, Merton Road, Wim-
bledon, under the Surrey County Counecil.

Venereal Diseases :—Richmond, under the Surrey
County Counecil.

Public Health Officers of the Local Authority. (See p. 2). .

Professional Nursing in the Home,

(a) General :—South Wimbledon Distriet Nursing Asso-
eiation, supported by voluntary contributions. A small
contribution is made by the Wimbledon Borough
Couneil in respect to ecases of Ophthalmia Neonatorum.

(b) Infectious Diseases—None.

Midwives :—Under the supervision of the Surrey County
Council. There are 14 midwives praetising in the distriet.

There are 8 Maternity Homes registered in Wimbledon,
under the Surrey County Counecil Aect, 1925. All were visited
during the year by the Medical Officer of Health and were
found to be conducted satisfactorily.

MORTUARY.

From information received from the Superintendent of
the Cemetery, there were 74 bodies received into the mortuary
during the year.

Inquests were held by the Coroner with respect to 43
bodies, equal to 8.7 per cent of all deaths registered in the
Borough.

LOCAL ACTS, SPECIAL LOCAL ORDERS, OR GENERAL
ADOPTIVE ACTS IN FORCE IN THE BOROUGH.

Infectious Diseases (Prevention) Act, 1890—17th December,
1890.

Public Health Acts (Amendment) Aect, 1890: (Parts IL, III
and V.)—17th December, 1890,

14



Housing of the Working Classes Aet, 1890: (Part II1.)—7th
June, 1899,

Public Health Amendment Act, 1907,

Part II. (Streets, Buildings)—Seections 15, 16, 17, IE
19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 26, 28, 29, 31, 32, 33, and
Sections 25, 27 and 3[), with modifications.

Part III. (Sanitary provisions)—Sections 34, 36, 37, 39,
40, 41, 42, 43, 44, 45, 46, 47, 48, 49, 50 and 51, and
Sections 35 and 38, with modifications.

Part IV. (Infectious Diseases)—Sections 52, 53, 54, 55,
56, 57, 58, 60, 61, 62, 63, 64, 65, 67 and 68, and
Section 59, with modifications.

Part V. (Common Lodging Houses)—Sections 69, 70,
71, 72, 73, T4 and 75.

Part VI. (Reereation Grounds)—Section 76 (with modi-
fications), and Section T7.

Part VII. (Police)—Sections 84, 85, 86, and Section 81,
with modifications.

Part VIII. (Fire Brigade)—Sections 87, 88, 89 and 90.
Part IX. (Sky Signs)—Section 91.
Part X. (Miscellaneous)—Seetions 92, 93 and 95.

(All the above Seections of the 1907 Aet, were adopted
on 28th July, 1913, except those in Parts VIIL., VIII. and IX,,
which beeame operative on 21st December, 1908).

The Wimbledon Corporation Act, 1914—Tth August, 1914.
(Sections to, be amended :(—50, 51, 52, 53, 57, 58, 60, 75,
76, 80, 91, 101, 102, 110).
Public Health Aect, 1925.

Part II. (Streets and Buildings)—Sections 13, 14, 15,
16, 17, 18, 19, 21, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 30, 31, 32,
33, 34, 35,

Part III. (Sanitary Provisions)—Sections 41, 43, 44.

Part IV. (Verminous Premises, ete.)—Sections 45, 46,
47, 48, 49, 50.

Part V. (Watercourses, streams, ete.)—Sections 51, 52,
53, 54, 55.

Bye-laws, Regulations, efc.:—
Bye-laws with respect to Houses let in Lodgings.

do. do. Common Lodging Houses.
do. do. Slaughter-houses (Revised 1922).
do. L Nuisances.
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Bye-laws with respect to tents, vans, sheds and similar
struetures.

Bye-laws as to Employment Agencies.

Bye-laws with respect to the keeping of water-closets supplied
with sufficient water for flushing. '

Bye-laws for the Management, Use and Regulation of Public
Baths, :

Bye-laws under Advertisements Regulations Act, 1907.
Bye-laws with respect to the Fouling of Footways by Dogs.

Regulations as to Underground Sleeping Places (Section 18
[1]) Housing Aect, 1925.

Regulations with respect to Dairies, Cowsheds and Milkshops.
The Public Health (Meat) Regulations, 1924.

Provisional and other Orders affecting the Borough :—
Croydon & Wimbledon Joint Small-pox Hospital Order, 1898,

Do. do. do. 1903.
Do. do. do. 1908.
Do. do. do. 1912,

Order of Local Government Board, under the Public Health
Acts (Amendment) Aet, 1907, declaring certain trades
to be offensive. Dated 14th January, 1914,

Order of Town Council, under Shops Acts, 1912 and 1913,
relating to Second-hand Clothes’ Dealers, Dated 5th
November, 1913.

The Wimbledon General Half-Holiday Order, 1914. 6th June,
1914,

The Wimbledon Credit Drapers’ Half-Holiday Order, 1914.
2nd July, 1914.

The Wimbledon Barbers’ and Hairdressers’ Closing Order,
1919. 27th Oetober, 1919.

SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA.

The following information is supplied by the Borough
Surveyor, Mr. J. Bowen :—

General Sanitary Conditions of the Area—(Good.

Refuse Removal :—The Corporation have three motor
lorries in use and two on order which are expected very
shortly. The adoption of these vehicles has proved to be a
n}:.arli:ed success, both from a sanitary and economical point
of view.



Housing, under Municipal Schemes:—During the past
year 60 houses of the non-parlour type have been erected in
concrete for the Corporation, by the Triangular Construction
Company of East Molesey.,

These have been sold under the Small Dwellings Aequisi-
tion Aet for £500 each. :

Instructions have been given for additional houses as
follows :—

Number 5:—On the Birkbeck Road site. These will be
of the Parlour Type and somewhat larger than those mentioned
above,

Number 24 .:—On the Durnsford Road site. These will be
similar to the 60 previously erceted hut will be built of brick
instead of conerete.

An additional site has been arranged for in Durnsford
Road, upon which it is hoped to build a further 60 or more .
houses,

Progress of Day Nursery, ete.:—Plans, specifications and
hills of quantities have been prepared by the Borough Engi-
neer and Surveyor for the erection of a new Day Nursery in
Hbert Road to accommodate twenty-five infants and twenty-
five toddlers.

The building will be of two stories exeept the large
rooms provided for the children, which will be covered with
concrete and asphalte flats.

Provision is also made for a Doctor’s, Committee and
Isolation Rooms, W.C’s., Bathrooms, Laundry, Kitechen and
Scullery on ground floor, with a spare bedroom which could
be used as an Isolation Ward or Emergency aceommodation,
if required. Aeccess is made from this floor to the asphalte
flats already mentioned, which eould thus be used for play-
ground or open-air treatment, if required.

The building is now in course of erection and it is hoped
to have possession early in May.

Sanitary Inspection of District:—The following is a
statement showing the number and nature of inspections
made, the number of informal and statutory notices served,
with the result of such notices, for the year 1927, as reported
by the Sanitary Inspector.

17



Reason of Visit. No.

Infections Disecase ... 590
House Inspections ... . e 2,342
House to House Impuuum s 2,620
Rent Act Inspm,tmm 41
Houses Let in Lodgings; Inspeetmns 52
Inspection of Factories, Workshops,
Workplaces and Out-workers’ Premises 80
Common Lodging Houses; Inspections ... 17
Dairies and Cowsheds; Inspeetions ... 136
Inspections under Shop Aets ... 2 TlE03
Application of Tests to Drains ... 215
Inspections under Diseases of Animals Aets 179
Obtaining Samples of Foods and Drugs... 11

Mlseellanenus (ineluding Inspeetions Uf
Food, slanghter-houses, mews, stables,
caravans, Petroleum Aets, water supply,
piggeries, mosquitoes, ﬂtﬂJ IO T ]

10,266

One thousand three hundred and three preliminary or
informal notices were served in respect of 1,330 houses.

One hundred and fifteen statutory notices were served
in respeet of 130 houses.

The necessary work was executed in all but 206 cases.
which were not completed by the end of the year. In 107 of
these, the work was aetually in hand at the close of the year.

Table ITI. gives a summary of the nuisances abated, and
sanitary improvement carried out under the supervision of
the Inspectorial Staff.

Factories and Workshops :—In the Table below is shown
the work done in the supervision of workshops and work-
places :—

: Written I'rosecu-
PREMISES. | Inspection. il e
Factories ... ki 28 3 —
Workshops E; o L 39 5 -
Workplaces bt 28 i 13 i 4
TOTAL 3 * 80 8 e
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DEFECTS FOUND.

Number of I}aients

NATURE, Referred | F10%00
Found. | Remedied. to H.M. ]
Inspector.
Want of Cleanliness ... 4 4 — —_
Want of Ventilation . 1 1 — —
Other Nuisances i 2 2 — —_
Sanitary Accommodation—
Insufficient . = — — —
Unsuitable or Defecl;we 3 1 — s
Not Separate fur Euxeu -— — | — -—
ﬂt.hnr Offences.. A 9 Q2 _ -
TDTALB 13 10 — —

HOME WORK.
Lists received :—

Twice in the year ... 8
Number of Out-workers ... 46
Once in the year ... 1
Number of Out-workers 4
Number of addresses received fn}m nther

Couneils ... ? 46
Number of addrcsses furwarded tu uther

Couneils ... 19 A 8
Notices served on neauplerq as to keeping

or sending lists ... i —
Prlnqecutmm—Faﬂmg to keep Out-workers’

mhE. ¥ —
Proseeutions—Failing to furmsh l]sts -—
Inspections of Out-workers’ premises ... 13
Number of unwholesome premises... -—
Notices served to remedy ... —

REGISTERED WORKSHOPS.

The following are the prineipal classes of workshops on
the register at the end of the year:—

Boot repairing 59
Dressmaking ... 56
Bakehouses (mcludmg fc-ur Factm':,r Bake-
houses) &7
Laundries 32
Tailoring 33
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Borough of Tlimbledon.

Sanitary Department.

ANNOAL REPORT

OF THE

SANITARY INSPECTOR

FOR THE

Year ended 31st December, 192%7.

i*f

To the Mayor, Aldermen and Councillors
of the Borough of Wimbledon.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

I beg to submit to you my Report of the work carried
out in my Department for the year ended 31st December,
1927. Table III. gives a summary in detail of the various
nuisances abated and sanitary improvements effected.

Notices Served.—One thousand three hundred and three
Preliminary Notices or intimations were served during the
year in respeet of 1,330 houses. It was found necessary to
serve 115 Statutory Notiees upon the owners or oecupiers
of 130 houses.

Six hundred and forty-four letters, respeeting 748 houses,
were received through the Town Clerk’s Department, and
answered, enquiring if any sanitary notices were outstanding
with respeet to properties for which negotiations for sale
were in progress.
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Legal Proceedings.—l.cgal proceedings were instituted in
the following cases with the results stated :—

1.—For wilfully obstrueting drain.
Fined Forty Shillings and Three Guineas Costs.

2—For failing to ecomply with Notice to Abate
Nuisanee.
Case dismissed on payment of Two Guineas Costs
and owner giving written undertaking to immedi-
ately comply with Notice.

Opening up of Drains under Section 41 of the Public
Health Act, 1875, and Amending Acts—As a result of the
application of the smoke or chemical tests, it was found
necessary to exercise the powers with respeet to the opening
up of ground and exposing of drains granted to the Loeal
Authority by this Seetion at two houses, authority first having
been obtained from the Couneil and due written notice given
to the oceupier. The eonditions found were duly reported to
the Public Health Committee, and notice served on their
instruetion requiring the reconstruetion or amendment of
the defective drains, ete., as the ecireumstances required. It
was unnecessary in thirteen other cases to exercise the powers
granted, as in each case the owner’s builder exposed the
drains and afterwards effected the necessary repairs or
renewals.

House Drainage.—The drainage systems and sanitary
arrangements of 6 houses have heen entirely reconstrueted,
extensive amendments or repairs were ecarried out at 56
houses, and at 14 houses the drainage systems have been
made water-tight hy the patent internal process.

House to House Inspection.—During the year, house to
house surveys were carried out at 620 houses. The following
list shows the particular streets, and the number of houses
inspected in each. A list of the work carried out at the
houses is ineluded in Table IIL, p. 32.

Newton Road ... 39
William Road ... 32
Trevor Road ... 17
(Goodenough Road ... 31
Cochrane Road 30
Dundonald Road 4]
Hartfield Creseent ... 85
Beulah Road ... 2



Palmerston Grove ... G i g 21

Hotham Road ... 84
Wandle Bank ... 33
Grove Road ... 33
Quicks Road ... 82
Cowper Road ... 82

620

)

House Inspection.—Either as a result of inspections made
on complaint, in consequence of the ocenrrence of infectious
disease, request by oeccupiers, and other general inspections,
751 houses were visited. Table III. shows a list of sanitary
works executed at these houses, together with defeets reme-
died during house to house inspeetion.

Overcrowding.—I regret I am unable to report any
improvement with respect to overerowding. Conditions are,
if anything, more unsatisfactory and more houses which were
formerly oecupied by one family are now being let off to two,
three and four families at, what must be deseribed as, exor-
bitant rents, and with inadequate sanitary arrangements, as
that which was efficient and sufficient for one family is far
from satisfactory now and is the cause of an amount of feel-
ing by the tenants having to use sanitary and washing con-
venienees in eommon,

Underground Dwellings.—This matter has caused the
Department no little conecern during the year in view of the
fact that in consequence of overcrowding a number of persons
have been found to be occupying rooms in some cases entirely
underground and in others so much below the ground as to
become cellar dwellings as defined by the Public Health Aets.
In one ease a person suffering from Tuberculosis was found
to be oceupying an underground room, the only means of
ventilation being by a window, which opened direetly into
a food shop. In this instance, notice was immediately served,
and the room was closed without the necessity of legal pro-
ceedings being instituted. In another case the basement of
a shop formerly used as a store-room had been partitioned
and made into two rooms which were mused as bedrooms.
The walls were damp and the only natural lighting was by
means of a small opening under the shop window. This
part was occupied by two separate families. There are sev-
eral other almost similar cases where large houses have been
let out to several families and in each case the basements
have been let as distinet from other portions of the house.
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Under the Public Health Aet, 1875, the Regulations
regarding cellar dwellings only apply if the ecellar is let
separately; if it is let with rooms in any other part of the
house we cannot bring it under this Act, but the Housing
Act, 1925 gives additional powers, one of which is the making
of Regulations under Section 18. The matter was fully
reported to the Public Health Committee and, after discus-
sion, it was deeided to make the necessary Regulations and
apply to the Ministry of Health for sanetion. This has been
done and as soon as the Regulations have been approved,
action will immediately be taken with regard to the cases
already mentioned and any others which may come to the
notice of the Department.

Houses Let in Lodgings.—There are 67 of these houses on
the Register, and 52 wvisits of inspection were made during
the year, to ensure that the Bye-laws were being observed.

Verminous Rooms.—During the year 23 rooms have been
dealt with. As previously, the necessary notices were served
upon the persons responsible, whether oceupier or owner.
Every assistance has been given to those who were anxious
to free their premises from vermin, and fumigants have been
supplied at cost price, or fumigation ecarried out by the
Department at the owner’s expense, after the walls have
been stripped, as required.

Common Lodging Houses.—There is now only one regis-
tered Common Lodging House, namely No. 42, Merton High
Street, for which an annual Certificate of Registration was
granted from 1st January. 1927 to 31st December, 1927. On
Ist Janunary, 1927, an annual Certificate of Registration was
granted in respeet of No. 188, Merton High Street, hut on
the 28th February, the premises were closed, having been
purchased for the purpose of an entirely different business.
The Certificate was aecordingly caneelled on the 15th March.

Van Dwellings.—This matter is still continuing to receive
the attention of the Department and visits have been made
at irregular times, but the eonsent of the Ministry of Health
to the adoption of eertain Clauses of the Publie Health Aet,
1925, authorising the Couneil to make Bye-laws has not yet
been given.

Dairies, Cowsheds and Milkshops.—Thirteen applications
were received during the year from persons desirous of being
registered under the Milk and Dairies (Consolidation) Aet,
1915, the Milk and Dairies (Amendment) Aet, 1922 and the
Milk and Dairies Order, 1926.
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One hundred and thirty-six inspections have been made
of the premises of dairymen and purveyors of milk in the
distriet, during which five matters were disecovered which
required to be dealt with by the Department,

Infectious Disease and Disinfection. During the year,
visits for the purpose of investigating cases of notifiable
infectious disease were made to 275 houses. Special visits
were also made, as required, for the purpose of following up
and enquiring after the health of persons who had been
passengers on vessels coming to this country, on which cases
of infections disease had occurred, and of which notice had
been received from the Port Sanitary Authorities coneerned.
The information obtained was handed to the Medical Officer
of Health.

At 27 houses from which cases of notifiable infectious
disease had been reported, defective drains or other insanitary
conditions were found to exist, all of which were subsequently
remedied under the supervision of the officers of the Depart-
ment.

Disinfection of rooms, bedding, clothing, ete., was duly
carried out after the removal to hospital or recovery of each
patient. Where necessary, the walls of the rooms from which
the cases had been removed, were stripped and re-papered or
distempered. ,

The number of rooms disinfected was 512, and the num-
ber of artieles, bedding, wearing apparel, ete. 11,037, full
details of which are given in the Report of the Medical
Officer of Health under the heading of ‘“Disinfection.”

School Disinfection.—With the exception of one school
and two departments of another school, all the Public Ele-
mentary Schools in the distriet were thoroughly disinfected
during the summer vacation.

Yard Paving.—In the course of the inspections made
during the year, 81 yards were found to be in an unsatis-
factory state, due either to the absence of any paving or the
defective econdition of that which did exist.

Stable Refuse.—Continued attention has been paid to the
mews and stable yards in the distriet, 33 visits having been
made to such premises during the year.
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Inspections under the Factory and Workshop Act, 1901.—
There are 478 factories, workshops and workplaces on the
Register, to which 82 visits of inspeetion were made. Six
written notices were served, referring to sanitary eonveni-
ences and other nuisances. At the end of the year a revision
of these premises was in progress.

Shops Acts, 1912-1913.—One thousand five hundred and
three visits were made to the occupied shops in the distriet
for the purpose of observing contraventions of the Aects.

In two cases legal proceedings were instituted as under :

l.—Against a firm for failing to close four of their
shops on the usual weekly half-holiday.
Fined Five Guineas (including Costs).

2—/or failing to close shop at 8 p.m. on a Sunday.
Fined One Pound (including Costs).

Towards the end of November, the Home Secretary made
~an Order suspending the operation of the General Early
Closing Order from 17th to 24th December, 1927, inclusive.
As is usual, this did not relieve oceupiers of the obligation
to comply with the weekly half-holiday order in foree in
the distriet, and, as a result, numerous questions as to the
position of local shopkeepers were dealt with by the Depart-
ment. Observations were kept throughout the distriet in the
week preceding Christmas week, when the provisions of the
Act were found to have been rigidly adhered to.

Slaughter Houses and Food Inspection—The number of
registered slaughter-houses is five. Three of these, however,
have not been used for some considerable time.

One hundred and eighty-one inspections have been made
during the year, whilst slanghtering was in progress, and all
animals killed in the town have been examined prior to being
exposed for sale.

The following is a list of organs, ete. condemned and
destroyed, together with the cause for such action :—

1 Sheep’s Liver Caseous Lymphadenitis.
1 Sheep’s Lungs Strongylus Rufeseens.
} glilgfsp I‘?i‘ﬂ.““k } Kehinocoecus Cysts.

13 Ox Livers (183-1bs.) Flukes.

4 Pig’s Plucks Pneumonia.
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2 Ox Iavers
1 Sheep’s Pluck

1 Pig’s Pluck Abseesses,

1 Leg of Pork

1 Ox Liver (16-1bs.) Cirrhosis.

1 Pig Inflammation.

1 Heifer (688-1bs.) Peritonitis. Generalised T.B.
1 Ox Liver (14-1bs.) Tumours.

In addition, 248 visits have been made to shops of
butchers, fishmongers and fruiterers, and other places where
food is prepared or exposed for sale, and the following were
surrendered and destroyed as trade refuse, being unfit for
human food :—

4 Loins Pork (64-1bs) Putrefaction.
Beef (57-1bs.) Bone Taint.
Rump Steak (Foreign Meat) (Cysticercus Bovis.
1 Lamb (New Zealand) Bone Taint.

2 Boxes Pineapples (32) Mildewed.

1 Box Mackerel [ 'nsound.

2 Stone Skate Unsound.

Sale of Food and Drugs Acts, 1876 to 1907.—Fifteen
preliminary or test samples of milk and one of sugar were
examined by the Council’s Analyst, fourteen of which were
genuine, one being adulterated or inferior and another
slightly inferior or deteriorated. ~ With regard to the one
whieh was adulterated or inferior, it was found to have been
issued by a dealer outside the district, and information was
transmitted to the Inspector in charge of the distriet con-
cerned.

Petroleum Acts.—Seventy-one applications were received
for permission to keep petroleum, 66 being for the renewal
of existing licences, and 5 for new ones.

Three hundred and sixty-one inspections were made of
the various premises in respeet of whieh licences had been
issued.

During the last few years the provision of underground
tanks for the storage of petroleum has been inereasing. The
installation of these tanks calls for considerable amount of
supervision, both during the progress of the work. and on its
completion.
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Prior to a tank being installed, plans are submitted, care-
fully serutinised, and if found in accordanece with the regu-
lations, permission is given for the work to be executed.

The ground is excavated and after inspection, a concrete
box is formed, into which the tank is lowered. An air pressure
test is then applied, and if the result is satisfactory, the space
surrounding the tank is filled in with either sand or conerete.
The pump is then ereeted and the various pipes eonnected to
it. These also are subjected to a test, and if found to be in
order, the necessary filling in is allowed to be proceeded with.

On completion of the work a final test is made and a
licence issued.

Legal proceedings were instituted against a garage pro-
prietor for wilfully turning or permitting to enter the sewer
petrol, oil or other deleterious substance. The ecase was
dismissed, the Magistrates not being satisfied that the action
was wilful on the part of the owner, but that it had been
committed by a servant without the knowledge of the
proprietor,

Diseases of Animals Acts, 1894 to 1925,

Swine Fever—No outbreak of this disease was notified
in the distriet during the year, but the district was included
in the Restricted Area during one or two outbreaks and, in
consequence, a number of movement licences were issued.
On the 18th November, information was given to me that a
pig was found dead in a ecattle truck on the railway siding.
On investigation I found that the animal was one of a con-
signment of fifty-six sent from Wales the previous day. This
particular animal was examined by a veterinary surgeon at
one of the stations en route and placed in a separate truck.
I immediately examined the carease and, in view of its
condition, reported the eircumstances to the Couneil’s Veter-
inary Surgeon who made an inspection and deeided that a
post mortem examination would be necessary. I conveyed
the earcase to his surgery where the cause of death was
found to be inflammation of the stomach. I had previously
taken details of the other animals and their destination, which
was a local slaughter-house.

Foot and Mouth Disease.~No case of this disease was
notified in the distriet, but numerous Orders were made by
the Ministry of Agriculture, which included Wimbledon in
the Infeeted or Restrieted Areas. As a result of these Orders,
a number of enquiries were dealt with and Licences issued
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where necessary. In view of the number of Orders issued
and the wide areas affected, great care was necessary in the
issuing of Licences and replying to enquiries.

Tuberculosis.—No outbreak of this disease has been
reported during the year. The usual quarterly returns, under
the provisions of the Tuberculosis Order of 1925, have been
rendered to the Ministry of Agrieulture.

In connection with the importation and exportation of
animals, the Department has dealt with numerous enquiries,
licences and notices of quarantine,

The Public Health (Meat) Regulations, 1924 —Careful
attention has been paid to the provisions of these Regulations
and I am pleased to report that no breach has been observed.
In several cases of doubt, advice has been sought and freely
given.

The notice required when animals were to be slaughtered
was given in every case. thereby faecilitating the examination
whilst killing was actually in progress.

When killing has taken place on Sunday, notice has
usually been received on the day preceding.

Rent (Restrictions) Acts, 1920 and 1923.—Under these
Acts seven applications were received from occupiers of
premises requesting that inspeetions be made, as in their
opinion the owners had failed in their obligations. In each
case, a complete survey of the house, both internal and
external was made, and a notice prepared specifying the
works to be executed in order to make the premises in all
respects reasonably fiti for human habitation.

The applications were submitted to the Committee,
together with a report as to the eonditions existing, and in
five cases the issuing of a certificate was authorised. 1In
three cases the certificates were subsequently issued as the
work required to be done had not been satisfactorily executed.

In one case where a Certificate had been issued to the
tenants the owner had the necessary work exeeuted and then
applied for a Certificate that the premises were, at that time,
in a reasonable state of repair. After considering the report,
the Loeal Authority granted the Certificate.

Two cases were still being dealt with at the close of
the year.
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I would point out that in all these cases it is most
essential that the inspections and reports are very carefully
made and prepared in order that clear evidenee may he given
should the case be the subjeet of legal proceedings.

Water Bﬁl_}ply.—The water supply was withdrawn from
39 houses dur}ng the year for the following reasons—4 by
request, 29 owing to arrears of rates, and 6 for other reasons.

Employment Agencies—In Oectober, 1925, the Publie
Health Committee considered and agreed to the suggestion
of the Watch and Fire Brigade Committee, that I should
undertake the duties in connection with Female Domestie
Servants Registries, and I was, accordingly, appointed the
Officer. At the time of my taking over the duties there
were five Keepers registered under Section 85 of the Publie
Health Aet (Amendment) Aet, 1907.

By the Surrey County Couneil Aet, 1925, every person
who, after the 1st July, 1926, carried on within the Adminis-
trative County an Employment Agency as defined, without
a Licence from the Surrey County Couneil, or otherwise than
in accordance with the terms and conditions of such a Licence,
or obtains a Licence by wilful misrepresentation, or by wil-
fully omitting to give any required particulars, shall be liable
to a penalty not exeeeding £50, and to a daily penalty not
exceeding £20,

The Aet states “‘Employment Agency’ means any agency
or registry in the County carried on or represented as being
or intended to be earried on (whether for the pupose of gain
or reward or not) for, or in eonnection with the employment
of persons in any capacity.

At the end of the year there were six Licensed Keepers
on the register, to whose premises periodieal visits have been
made, and I have also accompanied the Surrey County
Couneil’s Officer for the purpose of explaining the provisions
of the Bye-laws, book-keeping, ete.

With* a few minor exceptions the Bye-laws have been
well observed.

Employment of Children Bye-laws.—Duties in connection
with these Bye-laws were transferred to the Publiec Health
Department on 1st April, 1926, Mr. Avis and I being
appointed. Any econtravention observed is reported to the
Chief School Attendanee Officer, and reports are rendered
to the School Attendanee Sub-Committee, giving particulars
of observations, ete.
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The major portion of this work is done before and after
office hours and on Sundays and publie holidays.

As a result of reports to the Education Authority pro-
ceedings were instituted against a man for employing a boy
in contravention of the Bye-laws in respeet of two days, and
he was fined twenty shillings in each case. I would mention
that this particular offender had been warned on a number
of occasions, but failed to appreciate the seriousness of his
offence,

Fouling of Footways by Dogs.—The Bye-laws made by
the Borough Counecil in this matter were confirmed by the
prineipal Seeretary of State for the Home Department and
came into operation in April. Considerable time has been
devoted to work in connection with these Bye-laws in the
evenings when the offences are most prevalent and many
offenders have been warned. One of the chief evasions of
the Bye-law is that immediately the dogs are brought outside
the premises they are released from their leads thus bringing
them outside the control of the Dye-laws.

I desire to record my appreciation of the loyal support
and assistance rendered by my Staff, and to acknowledge
the kind co-operation of Dr. Gilmour, Medical Officer of
Health, and my colleagues of other Departments.

I am, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Your obedient Servant,

HENRY JOHNSON, F.SI.A., M.RSI,
Chief Sanitary Inspector.



TABLE i1,

The following is a summary of the nuisances abated, and
sanitary improvements carried out under the supervision of
the Inspectorial Staff :—

Accumulations removed ... a0
Cisterns provided ... £ s 1
Cisterns repaired, cleansed or EU‘-’LIL(I 89
Drains, new, provided (G

Dmlnﬂ.ge systems made water- tlght h:f
patent process ... 14
Drains, repaired or altr,red o6
Drams, stoppages removed . 5
Dustbins provided ... i il 0AdD
Flushing cisterns, new, provided ... 2l
Flushmg cisterns repaired . axan 139
Manure receptacles pmvided 2
Overerowding nuisances abated ... 6
R.W. pipes disconnected ... 10
Roofs repaired e 1 0
Rooms stripped and n:-lu:-ansed ... 883
Verminous rooms eleansed . Y9
Soilpipes, new, provided ... 14
Soilpipes, repaired or altered 13
Vent pipes, new, provided ... 20
Vent pipes, repaired or altered ... 39
Waste pipes, new, provided : 71

Waste pipes 1‘Epaned disconnected or
trapped ... . 6O
Water-closets, new, plunded 72
Water-closets, upaued or ventilated ... 8
Water services restored ... 39
Yards paved ... 11
Yards repaired 70
Guttering repaired ... |
Floors wventilated ... i 15
Nuisances abated from damp vails SIS
Water supply direct from main ... i
Sinks provided 41
Rooms fumigated ... i LR
Other nuisances PR+ 1
5,251

82



MEDICAL OFFICER'S REPORT — Continued from p. 20.

Housing Statistics for the year 1927.

Number of new houses erected during the year:—
(a) Total, including (b), (i), (i) ... o’
(b) With State Assistance under the Hous-

ing Aects—
(i) By the Loeal Authority ... g 50
(ii) By other bodies or persons ... —

I.—UNFIT DWELLING-HOUSES.

I.—Inspection.

(1) Total number of dwelling-houses inspeeted
for housing defeets (under Public Health
or Housing Aects) ... S | -

(2) Number of dwelling-houses which were
inspected and recorded under the Housing
(Inspection of Distriet) Regulations, 1910,
or the Housing Consolidated Regulations,

1925 . ety AR

(3) Number of dwelling-houses found to be in
a state so dangerous or injurious to health
as to be unfit for human habitation ...  Nil

(4) Number of dwelling-houses (exclusive of
those referred to under the preceding sub-
heading) found not to be in all respects
reasonably fit for human habitation ... 1136

II.—Remedy of defects without service
of Formal Notices.

Number of defective dwelling-houses rendered
fit in consequence of informal action by
the Loeal Authority or their Officers ...

111.—Action under Statutory Powers.
A :—Proceedings under Section 3 of the Housing Aet, 1925.

(1) Number of dwelling-houses in respeet of
which notices were served requiring repairs  Nil

(2) Number of dwelling-houses which were
rendered fit after serviee of formal notices :

(a) By owners L N
(b) By Loecal Authority in default of 3
owners ... sl oDl
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(3) Number of dwelling-houses in respeet of
which Closing Orders heeame operative in
pursuance of declarations by owners of
intentions to eclose ... RO ' 1|

B :—Proceedings under Public Health Aets,

(1) Number of dwelling-houses in respeet of
which notices were served requl ring defects
to be remedied o ai 180

(2) Number of dwelling-houses in “hth de-
feets were remedied aftel serviee of formal

notices :
(a) By owners 87
(b) By Loeal ﬂufhnnt}' in {lviault ﬂf
owners ... : S|

C :—Proceedings under Seetions 11, 14, and 15 of
the Housing Aet, 1925,

(1) Number of representations made with a

view to the making of Closing Orders ... Nil
(2) Number of dwelling-houses in respeet of
whieh Closing Orders were made ... o a1

(3) Number of dwelling-houses in respeet of
which Closing Orders were determined, the

dwelling-houses having been rendered fit . Nil
(4) Number of dwelling-houses in respect nf

which Demolition Orders were made ... Nil
(5) Number of dwelling-houses demolished 1n

pursuance of Demolition Orders ... caiis et PULL

Inspection and Supervision of Food.

(a) Milk Supply :—Practically all the milk for retail sale
is brought into the area from other districts. A few cows
are kept by private individuals for milk, but such milk is not
retailed. There were 2 cowkeepers, 22 dairymen, 31 dairymen
and purveyors, and 8 purveyors on the Registers on 3lst
December, 1927. The general arrangements for the supply
and distribution of the milk were adequate,

(1) No action was neeessary as to tuberculous milk or
cattle.

(2) Licenees granted under the Milk (Speeial Designa-
tions) Order, 1923 :—

Dealers in Certified Milk ... 6
Pasteurisers (Holder process) 1
Supplementary " s e 3
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(8) No licences were refused or revoked.
(4) Bacteriologieal examinations : —All samples satisfactory.

(b) Meat:—See Sanitary Inspector’s Report (p. 29).

SLAUGHTER HOUSES.
In 1920. InJan.1927. In Dec. 1927.

Registered 4 2 2
Ticensed i v 1 -— .
Total ... 5 2 2

(¢) Other Foods:—See Sanitary Inspector’s Report (p. 27).

PREVALENCE OF, AND CONTROL OVER, INFECTIOUS
DISEASES.

The ineidence of infeetious diseases in the area continues to
be low. 169 cases of Scarlet Fever and 52 cases of Diphtheria
were notified, of which 142 and 48 respectively were removed
to the Tsolation Hospital (v. Report on Isolation Hospital).
Outbreaks of influenza, whooping eough and chickenpox
occeurred early in the year but never reached serious proportions.

Smallpox :—In March, 1927, one of the medical practitioners
of the borough asked me to visit a case of suspected Smallpox.
The patient was the surgeon of a liner from which a case of
virulent smallpox had been transferred at Gibraltar on the
vovage from India. T diagnosed smallpox and the diagnosis was
confirmed by the County Medical Officer and by Dr. Wanklyn,
L.C.C.

The routine measures were taken to prevent spread of in-
fection. The patient was transferred to the Clandon Smallpox
Hospital, Surrey County Couneil, and the house and clothing
were thoroughly disinfected. All contacts were visited and re-
vaccination was carried out. Contacts were kept under obser-
vation throughout the period of quarantine. The vaccination
officer, public vaccinators, medical practitioners of the area, and
neighbouring authorities were informed as well as the Ministry
of Health.

I was called out in consultation to several other suspect
cases during the quarantine period, but no fresh cases were
discovered. The fact that the patient was a medical man who
had revaccinated himself immediately after exposure to infec-
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tion and had exercised striet precautions throughout his own
quarantine period, had much to do with the suecessful limita-
tion of the outbreak.

Observation over ‘' contacts '' removing into Wimbledon
from other areas in which smallpox was prevalent has also been
strietly carried out during the year, but no other cases have
developed within the Borough.

Typhoid Fever and Paratyphoid:—There was a slight in-
crease in the number of cases notified during 1927—4 cases of
typhoid and 7 paratyphoid *“ B *" cases. No source of infeetion
could be traced in any case, and there was certainly no possi-
bility of one case having infected another. Three of the cases
had been on holiday shortly before notifieation.

Puerperal Fever and Pyrexia:—One case of puerperal fever
and 9 cases of puerperal pyrexia were notified, of which the
case of fever and 3 cases of pyrexia were removed to hospital.

A case of true scarlet fever developing Puerperal Fever was
admitted to the Wimbledon Isolation Hospital (v. Hospital
Report.)

Under the new Regulations the medical practitioner in
charge of such cases may either order the removal of the patient
to hospital or may continue domiciliary treatment and ask the
Local Authority to provide obstetric and bacteriologist consult-
ants. In Wimbledon the former course has always been adop-
ted, and no requests for assistance otherwise have been made.

Encephalilis Lethargica.—Two cases were notified and one
(mild in type) was admitted to hospital.

" Return " cases of Searlet Fever:—v. Hospital Report.

No cases of malaria, dysentery or trench fever were notified.

Control of Infectious Outbreaks:—In connection with out-
breaks of infectious diseases many local authorities, advised by
their medical officers, are placing less importance than formerly
on the value of chemical disinfection of the home. Some, in-
deed, have abolished disinfection in many of the milder dis-
eases, and rely entirely on a thorough soap and water cleansing
and * flushing '’ of rooms by fresh air. Much depends on the
views that the medical officer holds in regard to the way in
which these diseases are spread and carried. The arranging of
disinfection is occasionally a matter of some difficulty, more
especially in these days of overcrowding when families oceupy
only one room in a house.
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Table showing the death-rate from Zymotic Diseases,
including Tuberculous Diseases, for the last ten years.
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The ficures given in this Table are those obtained after
correction by exelusion of *“Non-Residents’” and the inclusion
of ““‘Residents’’ beyond the district.

Table showing the Ward Distribution of Infectious cases
notified in 1927, and the numbers removed to hospital.
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In one house there were four cases, in five houses two cases,
and in the remaining thirty-eight houses, one case.

There were two deaths.

48 or 92 per cent. of the patients were treated in the
Isolation Hospital.

65 per cent. of the cases notified were children of school
age, five to fifteen years, and of these, 32 attended the follow-
ing schools :—

Cottenham Park Mixed and Infants’ ... 2
Haydons Road Boys' ... 2
Russell Road Infants' ... 1
Queen’s Road Girls’ and Infants’ Sehools 2
Haydons Road Girls’ and Infants’ Schools 4
Pelham Road Infants’ School ... 4
Effra. Girls’ and Infants’ 7
Queen’s Road Boys’' = 2
Pelham Central ... 1
Private Schools ... 2
Schools outside the distriet ... 5

32

Total ...

Tuberculosis.—The administrative control of Tuberculosis
is placed under the County Medical Officers, but Distriet Medi-
cal Officers are also required to keep special registers under the
Tuberculosis Regulations. The difficulties of accurate keeping
of such registers and of securing some uniformity between the
Registers of the County and District Medical Officers are well
known.

During 1927, the Surrey County Medical Officer has been
endeavouring to obtain greater accuracy in records and for this
purpose furnished lists of cases on his registers to the District
Medical Officers. The final adjustment of registers has still to
be made, but it is apparent that there are considerable diserep-
aneies. In actual numbers the errors did not appear to be great,
but a comparison of lists of actual cases showed that 65 names
were on the Central list which were not on the District list, and
73 cases were on the District list which were not on the Central
register. Thus while the totals only differed by 8 cases, the
actual difference was 138.

These errors had arisen through ** transfers  from other
areas, change of address, and cases classified as “‘ ecured.”

Of the lists as given by the County Medical Officer the num-

bers within the Wimbledon area might be classified as fol-
lows : —
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LIST A.

e ——————— ——=

Pulmonary. | Non-Pulmonary.
| L H X
Males ... 162 49
Females L B s 160 as
Totals 322 87—409

Allowing, however, for ‘‘ cures,”” *‘ removals,”’ ete., the

final adjustment will more probably be as under:—

LIST B.
! Pulmonary. | Non-Pulmonary.
Males ... 145 ' 33
Females i . 157 | 24
3 I T
Totals s 302 | 57359

The following table shows the number of new cases noti-

fied during the year, and the number of deaths from tuberculous
diseases.

NEW CASES. DEATHS.
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Public Health {(Prevention of Tuberculosis) Regulations
1925, Publiec Health Aet 1925, Seection 62 :—No action was nee-
essary either in regard to Tuberculous employees in the milk
trade or in regard to persons suffering from pulmonary tuber-
culosis who required ecompulsory removal to hospital.

Of the 40 deaths from Pulmonary Tuberculosis, 20 died out-
side the distriet (12 males and 8 females), i.e., notification of
death was transferred to Wimbledon. Of the 7 Non-Pulmonary
deaths, 3 males and 1 female died outside the distriet.

Of the 7 non-Pulmonary Tuberculosis deaths, 3 were due
to Meningitis, 2 to Peritonitis, and one each to Spine and
Finteritis.

LABORATORY WORK.

The Municipal Laboratory was re-opened towards the end
of March 1927 (v. p. 5). The work undertaken consisted
of the examinations of nose and throat swabs of patients
in the Isolation Hospital, of *‘ contacts " in certain publie
elementary schools, and of a few isolated ** contacts.”

1048 examinations had been made by the end of 1927 by
the medical staff.

Baecteriological examinations of pathological specimens and
the use of antitoxin were first undertaken in the Wimbledon
area about 1896.

The number of specimens of throat swabs, sputum and
blood submitted by the general practitioners of the Borough to
Mr. J. H. Johnston, M.Se., F.I1.C., for baeteriological examin-
ation during the year in doubtful cases of diphtheria, pulmonary
tuberculosis and typhoid fever, and the result of such examina-
tions are given below.

43



Bacteria | Bacteria
Found. | Not Found TOTAL.
| S L e o '
Diphtheria Secretion wea | &6 397 f 453
Phthisis (Sputum)... 10 49 109
Puos ... A b — 4 4
Reactlion Beaction :
L . ... .. .| Obisined _|MNotObtained.| TOTAD
Typhoid (Blood) ... 10 54 64

Chemical Work :—Mr. J. H. Johnston, M.Se., F.I.C., ear-
ries out the analytical work in conneetion with preliminary
samples taken under the Food and Drugs Acts, the analyses of
water, gas, and sewage offluents required by the Wimbledon Cor-
poration, and of food samples suspected of contamination or
adulteration. The reports of the Public Analyst under the Food
and Drugs Aets are embodied in the Annual Report of the County
Medical Officer.

Disinfection:—The following table shows the number of
rooms and articles disinfected :—
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Typhoid Fever... | 14 (13| 1|38 | 48/ 1| 1| 198 6 2145
Erynipelps = ...| B8] 5| slov | s4] 7| — 49 | 10 137
Tuberculosis ... | 88 | 26 ( 13 133 | 104/ 11 | 5| 191 | 88 609
Cancer ... .. |14 | 'd| &|80| a8l 1|—]| 2858 178
Pneumonia and ,
Influenza ... | 10| 1| 92| 94 18) — | — 11 5 81
Encephalitis
Lethargica ... | — | 2| 2| & R Bl 2 24
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Wimbledon Isolation Hospital.

. DEATHS.
; Under Over l
it i b | 5 [Total. v oo [ over 5! | REMARKS,
1926 ¥ears. ig'ears. Iﬁ years years. ITnta.I.
|
Scarlet Fever ... AT I- g1 | — o — | Daily aver-
Diphtheria ... ... | — G ol R s — | age number
CASES ADMITTED of eases, 30.
IN 1927, |
From Wimbledon .
Scarlet Fever ... | 24 | 118 | 142 = 1 gy
Bcarlet Fever !
(Staff) ... i beemm L 1 s T =
Scarlet Fever an ,
Puerperal Faver | — 1 1 — — — |
Diphtheria ¥ i1 48 1 1 g | Average of
Pneumonia 1 -- 1 . - - number
Typhoid Fever - 4 4 - - — | '1“5,“; .
Para Typhoid . 3 8 | — — | hospital, 43
Erysipelas ... ... Liilon B!l 1 = 1]
Encephalitis '
Letbargica ... 1 | — | 1 — - — |
From Kingston. i : |
Scarlet Fever : 4 22 26 = — — | Total
Diphtheria ... ... T 56 68 | — 1 1 | Kingston
From Caterham. ! cases, 80
Diphtheria ... .. — 15 15 @ — - - |
From Merton. 5 !
Scarlet Fever ... | — 1 1 | — - | —
Total Treated in1927 | 49 | 986 (335 | 2 | 3 | 5

During the first half of the year the admissions to the hos-
pital were below the average, but from September onwards the
numbers considerably increased. An outbreak of diphtheria in
Kingston, and the admission of overflow cases of diphtheria from
the Caterham Military Hospital, added greatly to the work in

the diphtheria wards without, however, stressing the accommod-
ation.

In this conneetion it should be remembered that the number
of beds in the Isolation Hospital (105) actually exceeds the local
requirements, and the admission of cases from outside areas is
not only a financial advantage to the Borough, but provides
better training for the nursing staff. One difficulty, which is ex-
perienced in all hospitals at the present time, is in regard to
staffing. The regulations and standards for the training of nurses
have been raised and the strict training and long hours appear to

be deterrents to the best type of nurses coming forward and re-
maining in the service.
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The revenue derived from the admission of patients from
outside areas since 1919 now exceeds £24,000.

308 cases were admitted to the Wimbledon Isolation Hos-
pital during 1927, making a total of 835 cases under treatment
during the year, 27 case§ remaining under treatment from 1926.
203 cases were from Wimbledon, 89 from Kingston, 15 from
Caterham, and 1 from Merton. '

Scarlet Fever :—173 cases were admitted as scarlet fever,
of which 4 were not scarlet—2 dermatitis, 1 German Measles,
and 1 transient erythema. 3 cases were admitted desquamating.
75 per cent. were classed as “‘ mild,”” 21 per cent. were
“ moderately severe "’ and 4 per cent. were ‘‘ severe.”” 1 case
admnitted with cerebral symptoms died (Death rate 0.5 per cent.).
3 cases developed mastoid diseases (2 radical operations and 1
Wilde's operation), and 3 cases developed suppurative adenitis.

Three cases of ‘‘ surgical ~’ searlet fever (all burns) were
admitted from local hospitals and discharged cured.

Serum Treatment :—Serum treatment was given to 57
cases which were selected partly by the temperature and
partly by the intensity of the rash. Of these 57 cases 46 had
temperatures on admission between 100 deg. and 102 deg., and
11 had higher temperatures. In 16 the temperature fell by
crisis and all were normal by the fourth day. Of the untreated
cases (98) in 50 the temperature was under 100 deg. on admission
and in 48 it was between 100 deg. and 102 deg. In 19 an irreg-
ular temperature was maintained for about seven days.

It is difficult to tabulate the results of this treatment but,
briefly, the results may be summarised as follows: —

| Treated. Untreated.
MNo. of Cases 57 - 98
Detention in Hospital ... 42 days 44 days
Deaths 1 -
All complications ... 40% 4%
Severe complications . 5.89% 13%
Return caces 2N EE 5 | 3

In the above table any discharge from the nose, ete., slight
septic spots, etc., were classified as complications (early or late
together) and as severe were classed the otorrhoeas, mastoids,
late albuminurias and nephritis, suppurative adenitis, arthritis,
ete.
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It can, therefore, be stated that serum treatment quickly
reduces the fever and early symptoms, prevents to some extent
the development of complications, and shortens the detention
in hospital.

Diphtheria.—124 cases were admitted notified as diph-
theria, of which 6 were not eases—1 broncho-pneumonia, 1
eroup and 4 septic tonsilitis. In addition to these, 9 cases
were admitted as ** bacteriological diphtheria,”” and 1 case was
a double infeetion of diphtheria and scarlet fever. Of the true
cases, 28 per cent. were mild, 52 per cent. were moderately
severe, and 19 per cent. were very severe.

3 cases—all of the haemorrhagic fype—died—(death rate
3.0 per cent.).

69 per cent. of the cases were uncomplicated; 28 developed
signs of paralysis, and 3 cases developed otitis media.

Enteric and Paratyphoid Fever:—3 true enteric and 3
paratyphoid B cases were admitted—2 of which were moderately
severe. One case, admitted as a doubtful blood reaction to
typhoid, ran a typical eclinical eourse, but never gave a true
reaction to the enterie or paratyphoids., There were no deaths
and no complications.

 Erysipelas :—Two cases of idiopathic erysipelas were ad-
mitted and one—an infant of 10 months—developed general
septicaemia and died on the nineteenth day.

Encephalitis Lethargica:—One child (4 years) suffered
from a mild atfack of this disease.

Puerperal Fever—This case was admitted, notified as
scarlet fever, with a typical scarlet fever rash, sore throat and
tongue. She was isolated throughout in the observation ward
as she had been confined three days previously. On the day
following admission signs of slight puerperal infection developed
and she was treated as a true puerperal case,

This case is interesting from the close assoeiation between
puerperal fever and scarlet fever. There was a distinet history
of possible ** contact '* with scarlet fever shortly before confine-
ment, and the case on admission could undoubtedly be classed
ag a true scarlet fever case in a woman in her puerperium.
Whether fhere was a secondary infection giving rise to true
puerperal fever, or whether there was a primary puerperal
infection with an early puerperal rash is a matter of dispute,
but the former is possibly correct.

No *‘ cross-infections ’' oceurred.
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Maternity and Child Welfare.

Steady progress has characterised this section of publie
health work and there will be still further progress when the
new conjoint clinic is built. It is gratifying to record an in-
crease in the attendances at the Centres, more especially in
regard to the Lectures to Mothers and in the Ante-natal Clinie.
The value of these two sections eannot be over-emphasised.

The thanks of the staff are due to the ladies who so kindly
give their voluntary services to what may be termed the
** gocial 7' side of the work, for this establishes contact with
the mothers and leads to greater co-operation in the medical
side of welfare work.

Maternal Mortality :—The crusade at present being con-
ducted to reduce maternal mortality and morbidity should prove
of great service, but it must be remembered that results cannot
be obtained at once, nor will the only remedy be found in the
provision of maternity homes and hospitals.

The two deaths of Wimbledon mothers during 1927
oceurred in hospitals where the best attention was given. It is
possible that both lives might have been saved had suitable
measures been taken before the confinement began, and
therein lies the necessity for ante-natal consultations. Eduecation
of expectant mothers, with careful medical examinations, are
necessary, and the problem is to find some way of inducing all
mothers to seek advice beforehand, and not to rely on the
notion that the confinement will be a natural and simple
process.

The following table shows the number of cases of Ophthal-
mia Neonatorum, and the result of the early treatment.

CASES.
Vision. g
Treated. : Vision Total
Unim- ? ; Deatha,
Notified. pairad, Impaired. | Blindness.

At Home. | Hospital.

4 3 1 o = = =

There were no deaths from measles, or whooping cough,
and no cases of epidemic diarrheea notified.
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Supply of Milk to Expectant & Nursing Mothers & Infants.

86 families applied for free milk supplies, and it was
granted to 72. Each case is considered individually by the
Sub-Committee, and a full statement of income from all
sources, ineluding pension and Guardian relief, children work-
ing, ete., has to be submitted by the applicant. This average
was exceeded in the applications refused.

The following work was earried out in connection with the
Welfare Centres, by the

Dental Surgeon for the year ending December 23rd, 1927.

Mothers treated ... 39
,»  Attendances for treatment ... s he
., Teeth extracted 76
i i alled ... 24
,»  other operations 49
,»  Bealings 21
»»  Dentures supplied 26
g 2 repaired and re-modelled ... 4
»»  other Prosthetic operations ... 95
Babies treated 81
,»  Attendances for treatment ... s 184
,» Teeth extracted Geal o
5 s filled 56
,» other operations 63

Total number of fillings inserte 34
3 b » Liocal Anmsthetics administered ... 14
i * v, General % 2k 13
s administered

(by Dr. Secott), joint ... 108

South Wimbledon Day Nursery :—

The number of children on the register was 57, represent-

mg 50 families. The total attendances were 09,433, of which
1,827 were half-day attendances. Daily average, 46.

I desire to thank all the members of my staff for their loyal
assistance and eco-operation on all oceasions.

LI ] LR T L ]

I have the honour to be,
Your obedient servant,

A. GILMOUR,

Medical Officer of Health.
Public Health Offices,

20, Queen’s Road,
Wimbledon, 8.W.19.
March, 1928,
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(a) Whole-time Officers:

School Medical Officer:
*1 A Gmmour, M.D., MR.CP.E. D.PH.

Assistant School Medical Officer:
*1 Errie M. D. Crara, M.B., Ch.B.

School Dental Surgeon:
* A, MacGrecor Wuyre, LLD.S., R.F.P.S.G.

School and T'reatmeni Clinic Nurse:
Miss A. M. L. HoLMAN,

Health Visitor—School Nurses:
* Miss M. GILES.
* Miss E. M. SkevTon,
*Mrs. G. M. Srtreer, Resigned April, 1927.

*Miss J. E. D. Evprr, Appointed April, 1927.

Dental Attendant:
Miss N. Burgss.

Cleansing Attendant:
Mrs. M. Porrs.

Clerk:
Miss C. Covsn.

(b) Part-time Officers:

Oculist :
F. Moxox, O.B.E.,, MB,, BS.

Aneesthetist :
J. C. Scorr, M.D.

° Maternity and Child Welfare Officers,
{ Public Health Officers.
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Borough of Wimbledon.

Education Committee.

ANNUAL REPORT

OF THE

SCHOOL MEDICAL OFFICER

FOR THE

Year ended 31st December, 1927.

E

To the Members of the Education Committee
of the Borough of Wimbledon.

Mg. CHAIRMAN, LADIES AND GGENTLEMEN,

I have the honour to submit my Annunal Report on the
Medical Inspection and Treatment of School Children in the
Wimbledon area for the year ending 31st December, 1927.

The Report has been prepared on the lines suggested by
the Chief Medical Officer of the Board of Edueation in 1920,
and in accordance with the Schedule to Form 6M (15th
November, 1927).

Administration :—

(a) Staff:—Mvs. Street, School Nurse—Health Visitor,
who resigned in February, 1927, was fortunately able to con-
tinue in office until her sueecessor, Miss J. H. D. Elder,
commeneced duty.

(b) Duties:—A slight re-arrangement of the duties of
the medical officers was made in April, 1927, to permit the
carrying out of baeteriological work (v. Report of Medical
Officer of Health).
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(¢) Opening of School Clinics during School Holidays:—
During 1927, it was decided, as a result of a review by
the Wimbledon Borough Council of the amount of annual
leave of offieials, that the school elinies should remain open
during the school holidays. This opening of eclinies during
holidays has been tried on previous occasions, but was
abandoned as the children failed to attend for treatment.

It ean quite rightly be eontended that the minor ailments
and dental defects which require treatment are not due to
school environment and that, therefore, treatment is equally
necessary during the holidays, but the part played by the
school teachers in securing the regular attendance of the
scholars at the clinies must not be forgotten. There is also
the fact that many children, very naturally, regard their
attendance at the Clinies as a pleasant relief from school
work, who would look on similar attendance during holidays
as a waste of time.

Dental treatment by appointment can easily be arranged
with the co-operation of parents, but the attendance for the
treatment of minor ailments is a different matter and ean
only be developed by eduecating the parents. Other work in
conneetion with the seheme can also be suitably arranged
during holiday time.

(d) Payment Schemes at the Clinic:—In my Annual Re-
port for 1926, the reasons were detailed which led the Com-
mittee to adopt an inereased seale of payments for treatment
given. The results of over one year’s working are very
gratifying. No case was refused treatment on the grounds of
nability to pay, and no complaints were received.

The receipts of the Dental Clinic were praetically
doubled, the numbers treated remaining the same. (1s. 11d.
per head as against 1s.).

In the Minor Ailmenis Clinic the receipts show a slight
increase from £5 to £5 10s., with an inerease of about one
hundred ehildren treated.

The amount recovered from parents for Tonsil and
Adenoid Operations was also increased from the average of
7s. 6d. per head to 11s. per head.

(e) Savings Associations:— Agreements have now been
made with both the Hospital Savings Assoeiation and with
the Hospital Saturday Fund, whereby the children of econ-
tributors to these Associations are treated for tonsil and
adenoid operations on presentation of the Voucher of the
Association.
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This agreement also extends to the provision of speet-
acles at special terms in the case of the Hospital Savings
Association.

(f) Ultra-Violet Ray Treatment:— An arrangement was
also made with the Nelson Hospital for the Treatment of
cases at special rates, if required.

(g9) Central School—Transfer of Medical Record Cards:—
This school, established for the purpose of providing more
advanced eduecation for promising scholars from the Wim-
bledon Public Elementary Schools, was opened in September,
1927, in the Pelham Road School. The children (about 175
Boys and 175 Girls) will be admitted at the age of eleven
years and may remain at school until the July following the
attainment of 15 years.

The Medical Record Cards were transferred within a
week of re-opening, but all the children had been recently
examined medically. A new Age-period group (14-15 years)
for ““Routine’’ medical examinations will be begun this year.

(h) New School Clinic and Welfare Centre.—

The proposal to erect a new Conjoint Clinie for School
Medical purposes and Welfare work, is a result of the bene-
fits derived from the amalgamation of those sections. At
present separate premises, not always too suitable, are
occupied, and a centralisation will provide more efficient
work, and a greater continuity of records.

The Wimbledon Borough Council has acquired an excel-
lent site in Pelham Road, close to the position of the Old
School Clinies. Plans have been placed before the Ministry
of Health and Board of Education, and it is hoped to com-
mence building shortly.

At this new Centre, accommodation for the main work
of Medical Inspection and Treatment of School Children and
the Maternity and Child Welfare work including that at
present carried out in Queens Hall, together with a small
laboratory will be provided. Provision ean be made for
extensions later, if required.

There are very few Conjoint Centres of this kind at
present in existence, but there is no doubt that the prineiple
of having some such scheme (if possible) is the correct one.

Co-ordination :—From the above remarks it will be evi-
dent that eco-ordination between the different branches of
the work and between the different sections of the Publie
Health Department is steadily advancing with inereasing
henefit to the work as a whole. y
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The School Medical Service in Relation to Public Elementary
Schools.

School Buildings :—

Heating:—The heating systems have been improved by
the provision of new boilers in the following schools:—

Dundonald Road School, Pelham Road School, and
Queen’s Road Manual Training Centre.

The heating and electric light installations in the second
half of Wimbledon Park School have been completed.

Central School:—The Classrooms and staircases of this
new school were re-decorated throughout. One classroom in
each department was converted into a Seience laboratory.

Dundonald School:—The old trough water closets were
converted into modern single flush eclosets.

Cottenham Park:—Dual desks replaced the old long
desks.

Medical Inspection:—The children inspected in routine
manner in accordance with the Board’s schedule, were (i.)
all new admissions (‘‘Entrants’’); (ii) those of 8-9 years of
age (“‘Intermediates’’); and (iii.) those of 12-13 years of age
(““Leavers’’). The routine inspections at the Special School
for Mentally Defective Children are not included in the
Tables. Total ‘‘Routine’’ inspections in 1927 — 1954 (v.
Table I., Appendix).

Findings of Medical Inspection:—(v. Table IL, Appen-
dix).

Routine Inspections are conducted as above. ‘‘Special”’
inspections (any age) are made daily, 9.30 a.m., at the Treat-
ment Clinic (Southey Hall) or at the ‘“Inspeetion’’ Clinic on
Tuesday afternoon sessions.

The percentages of defects requiring treatment given in
Table II. B, Appendix, are higher this year than in previous
years. This is due to the fact that children are included this
year who were undergoing treatment at hospitals and who
had been classed in previous years as ‘‘not requiring trea.-
ment.”’

251 (58.6%) of the children aectually found to have
defects were already receiving treatment. 769% of these 251

children were being treated by private general practitioners
and 249, at hospitals.

The children requiring observation were practically all
cases of echronic nose and throat conditions, defects of vision.
lung cases, and a few deformities.
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(@) GROUP V.—UNCLEANLINESS AND VERMINOUS CONDITION.
1. Average number of visits per school made &uring the year by the

School Nurses P 12
2. Total number of examinations of children in the Schools I:_','
School Nurses ’ . 85,299
3. Number of individual children found unclean % wes - RIS
4. Number of children cleansed under arrangements made hy the
Local Education Authority 3 ... 1622
5. Number of cases in which legal pmceadmgs were t-akan T
a. Under the Education Act, 1921 -—

b. Under School Attendance Bye-laws —
{ Imecludes 406 skin cases.

Nine children only out of over 1,954 examinations made
by the Medical Officers were noted as verminous (.4Y%).

(b) Minor Ailments :—1,562 children attended for treat-
ment and ‘made 5379 attendances. 529 of these were classed
as ‘‘miscellaneous’’ (409, septic sores, 30% minor injuries,
and 309, suspected infections), 329%, were suffering from
various skin diseases, 8%, were external eye cases and 89,
ear cases.

(¢) Tonsil and Adenoid Cases :—At the end of 1926, 25
children were awaiting treatment and these with other 76
children were operated on at local hospitals during the year.
All these cases are kept under observation for some months
after treatment.

(d) Tuberculosis Cases :—A register of all known cases is
carefully kept, and at the end of each year a copy of the
register is sent to the Tuberculosis Officer for cheecking.
Several cases were eured, others had removed out of the
distriet, and at the end of 1927, the numbers were as follows:

Aective. Arrested.

Lungs 0 3
Bones and Jmnts T 4
Glands H 10

Total 2 17

These cases are kept under close observation and all
‘“‘infective’’ eases are excluded from-schools or sent to special
institutions.

(e) Skin Diseases:—These cases were practically all
treated at the Cliniec and bathing of the children is carried out
when necessary by the Special Attendant. Only the most
obstinate cases of ringworm of the scalp, receive treatment
by X-rays.
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(f and g) Eye Disease and Vision :—A few cases of simple
external eye diseases were treated. Four cases were admitted
for treatment to the loeal hospitals under special arrange-
ment with the Education Authority.

New Cases, 1st Time 156
Old Cases, Re-tested 236
Re-attendances 53 Vi

Total ... 909

(fLASSES SUPPLIED.

Classification (New Cases) 120
Hypermetropia 89,

Myopia 21

Mixed Astigmatism ... 4 | Including
Anisometropia ... 3 )14 cases of
Emmetropia- ... 8 | Squint.
External diseases 24

Not eompleted ... 7!

Total ... 156

(h) Ear Disease and Hearing :—The great majority of
these eonditions comprised cases where simple treatment by
syringing or ear drops, was all that was necessary.

(i) Dental Defects :—Table IV. Group IV. Appendix.

There is nothing of an outstanding nature which calls
for special report.

(j) Crippling Defects and Orthopoedics :—Close co-opera-
tion with the local hospitals in the treatment of these defeects
is maintained.

Infectious Diseases :—During 1927, there has been com-
paratively little infectious disease in the Borough, either of
the notifiable or non-notifiable nature. The notifiable diseases
are dealt with in the report of the Medical Officer of Health.

Of the non-notifiable diseases small outbreaks of whoop-
ing cough oeccurred in the early part of the year. A few
cases of chickenpox were reported in February and Mareh
and again in December. A small outhreak of Mumps was

reported in July.
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The actual numbers reported from schools were as
follows :—

Whooping cough 239
Chickenpox ak Gk s 64
Mumps 24

Co-operation with Parents, Teachers and Attendance
Officers :—63% of the parents attended the Routine Inspec-
tions, and the great majority of children receiving treatment
were accompanied by parents. We have again to thank the
different Voluntary Welfare Associations for assistance given
in special cases.

The co-operation with teachers and attendance officers
could not be bettered, and the mediecal staff deeply appreciates
how much sueccess is due to this faet.

Defective Children (a) Mentally Defective:—

Children suspected of being mentally defective or
reported as dull and backward are kept under observation
in school by the Assistant Medical Officer. If the child makes
little progress the parent is interviewed and all preliminary
information is obtained. An examination, both physieal and
mental, is made later by the School Medical Officer, in the
presence of the parent, and the results are diseussed. In this
way a decision is mutually arrived at, usually satisfactory to
all eoneerned, and every allowance is made for the benefit of
the child. It is exceptional to have a deeision questioned.

Queen’'s Road Special School:—The year's work has been
remarkably successful in every way. The general eleanliness
and behaviour of the children were very good, and the attend-
ance has been above the average. Practically all the chil-
dren remain to mid-day meal. No complaints were received,
and no outbreaks of infeetious disease oceurred.

All the children were examined physically by the Mediecal
Officer, and the Dental Officer carried out his annual inspec-
tion and treatment.

No transfers were made during the year to the Littleton
Street Special School for boys.

4 boys and 5 girls were admitted during the year, and
10 names were removed from the register. Of these 10
children, one boy attends hospital for special training (6
months exemption) and one girl has been passed into a special
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school for high myopes (defective vision). 2 hboys have
removed to other areas, and one has been sent to a private
school. One girl was removed to Institutional Care and one
other girl was reported to Surrey County Counecil for After-
Care supervision. Three pupils (2 girls and 1 boy) have
obtained good situations and are doing well.

(b) Physically Defective Children:—There is no School for
Physically Defective children in Wimbledon, and this subjeet
was discussed in my last Annual Report. During 1927, the
information brought to my knowledge did not assist me
further in arriving at a decision. The following special
cases were dealt with :—

2 (1 boy, 1 girl) admitted to ‘“Myope’’ schools.
1 boy . » Sechool for Deaf and Dumb Children.

2 boys 5 » Cripple (Residential) Schools.
1 boy = » 8n Open Air School.
1 girl » & Recovery Behool.

n
2 epileptic cases (girls) awaiting admission to Epileptic Homes.

In addition to the above cases arrangements were made
for the treatment and supervision of six other cases, the
majority of whom were dealt with by Voluntary Associations.

Employment of Children and Young Persons :—109 child-
ren were specially examined and certified as to employment.

Six Teachers were medically examined.

In conclusion I desire to thank the members of my staff
for loyal co-operation and service on all occasions.

I have the honour to be,
Your obedient servant,

A GILMOUR,
School Medical Officer.

20, Queen’s Road, Wimbledon.
14th February, 1928.






TABLE 1.

A.—RETURN OF DEFECTS FOUND BY MEDICAL INSPECTION

IN THE YEAR ENDED 3IsT DECEMBER 1927,

RoUuTIRE SPECIAL
INSPECTIONS. INBPECTIONS.
No. of Defects. | No. of Defects.
f " u | ] a3 - t 4
’ S22 | BoE
EFECT OR DISEASE ws Efg"n’ E§ 3E§=
EZ (282 ZE (2373
gf [2°23| g2 |&°s
Be | Ex*E Be | Eu'a
TES 258
-] R =
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5)
Malnutrition — — 18 | 12
|
/| Ringworm—=Secalp 1 13 —
Body —_ — 48 —
: Seabies e = — 16 -—
8kin 1 rpetigo .. 17 — 261 2
Other Diseases {Hun-Tubar-
\ culous) ... i 36 - 113 —
+ Blepharitis ... 11 2 69
Conjunetivitis il 1 e 18 -
Keratitis ... 2 o= 1 e
Corneal Dpn.mt.:aa 4 — —_ e ——
o S Defective 'Vmu::n (ex-
cluding Squint)... 77 30 252 17
LB-qumt ke 10 2 4 —
Other Conditions ... 1 1 20 4
Defective Hearing .. g B 6 8
Ear Otitis Media 3 - 61 —
Other Ear Diseases 11 & 12 10
Enlarged Tt:;nailn only 30 36 40 10
Adenoids only 1 6 8 3
H{:?ﬂ:’;ﬂ Enlarged Tonsils and
Adenoids ... 39 42 41 23
Other Conditions ... 6 2 118 105
Enlarged Cervical Glands {Wun Tuber-
eulous) o 14 4 20 40
Defective Speech 2 3 = ==
Heart Heart Disease :
and Organic 3 6 5 11
Circula- Funectional ... L 4 15 7 5
tion Ansemia ... 2 1 B —




TABLE Il.—continued.

RovuTINE BPECIAL
INBPFECTIONS. INsPECTIONS.
| No of Defects, No. of Defects
3 253 253
3%5; 2%
| 3 =3
, £t |8keg| 23 | 2gsd
DEFECT OR DISEASE. £3 Eﬁhg £ EE"H
22 | £°3f| EE |f°%f
& | 8% bl W - S 6. G
Ed ey
383 St
() |l @ | @ | w | @
Bronchitis- ... 26 12 34 26
Lungs Other Non-Tuberculous
Digaases ... . = 8 b
Pulmonary :
Definite 1 - 1 —
Suspected ] 2 —_ 3 | —
Non-Pulmonary : ; .
Tuber- | Glands ... | e e | O
culosis | Spine ... - = F T el T e
Bap — —_ | 1 —
Other Bones and Joints —_ — | 1 —
BEn: @ ... - 1 — | 1 —_
\ Other Forms ... 0= ! L i
: Epilepsy 7 L] [ 3
Hoevous }ikiorew .. Lo 4 3
i el Other Conditions .. 2 1 8 10
Rickets 3 1 3 1
DE.‘E"' gﬁpinal Curvature .. 1 — 7 —
A Other Forms 11 1 8 —_
Other Defects and Diseases T8 10 751 63

B.—NUMBER OF INDIVIDUAL CHILDREN FOUND AT ROUTINE
MEDICAL INSPECTION TO REQUIRE TREATMENT (EXCLUDING
UNCLEANLINESS AND DENTAL DISEASES).

Number of Children.
Percenlage
| of Children
GROUP, Toepreted | 5 e’ | emmire
Treatment. | Trealment.
(1) (2) (3) (4)
CODE GROUPS :— 1
Entrants 739 198 96T
Intermediates o L 444 o6 216
Leavers B6R a6 144
Total (Code Groups) ... e 1849 | 390 210
Other Routine Inspections ... .. | 105 21 200
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TABLE 111,

NUMERICAL RETURN OF ALL EXCEPTIONAL
CHILDREN IN THE AREA IN 1927.

T 4l
Boys. | Girls. | Total,
Attending Certified
: - Schools or Classes for
(3.) Suitable for | . piing 3 e B
g";‘ti:;ﬁr 'E]E; Attending Public Ele-
for the totally | , TSHGArY Sehoala — R &
blind < | At other Institutions... | — — —
i At no School or Insti-
Blind tution P R — —_
{including
par‘t.iﬂ.l]}'
blind.) Attending Certified
2 g Schools or Classes for
':“t-in?]‘:i';’&b]?“ fargl R - aapogl |13 | 9
Attending Public Ele- '
School or Class |
R mentary Schools e —
{J'if ':;u: partially | 44 other Institutions... | — — —
i . At mo School or Insti-
[ tubion — — —
I
' Attending Certified
(i.) Suitable for Schools or Classes for
training in a the deaf. ... 3 1° 4
8chool or Class | Attending Public Ele-
for the totally i mentary Schools ... | — — -
deaf or deaf and | At other Institutions .. | — — -—
dumb At no School or Insti- |
Deaf tutio | = issde -
including v4 o7
deaf and .
ﬁﬁ?&]'ll;ﬂ A i Aﬁdh}lg Cézlrtiﬁ?dl
deat.) ii.) Buitable for chools or Classes for |
training in a the deaf. ... v | o— - -
School or Class | Attending Public Ele- |
for the partially mentary Schools ... | — — =
deaf. At other Institutions... | — —_ P
At no Bchool or Insti-
tution it - — —
Attending Certified |29 | 23 | 52
Pkl entindad Schools for Mentally | '
Mentallv TE e Defective Children.. |'#3 | — | 43
Dedookiv: ﬁ““t;'f“ Bl “"'h" Attending Public Fle-
s . El Enn :I‘ '?]’ mentary Schools — — —_
i‘“t,h“ o\ WO | At other Institutions.. | — | — | —
uthority.) At no Bchool or Insti-
tutiﬂﬂ- amw I e _— i
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TABLE WL.—Continued.

i Boys. | Girls. | Total
e |
Mentally | N paed  fo dhe |p  seminded N e o
Defective Authority | Imbeciles e | — — —
contd. during the year Idiots ... e | — —_ -
Attending Certified
Special Schools for
Epileptics - —= r— =
In Institutions ut.hiar
Suffering from than Certified Special |
severe epilepsy Schools - [ — — —
Attending Public Ele-
mentary Schools .. — — —
Epileptics At no Scheol or Insti-
tution — 9 i
: Attending Public Ele-
Sf;?ﬂ;f}, wfh;:hm mentary Schools : 6 5 11
S At.t::;ﬂﬁnchml or Insti- = e il
At Banatoria or SBana-
. torium Schools
Infectious pul- approve d b}l‘ the
monary and Ministry of Health
glandular tuber- or the Board i — =, L
culosis h At other Institutions... =t - =
At no School or Insti-
t-'l'lt..'il'.}rl AW — — —
At Sanatoria or Sana-
Physically | torinm %BE uilllﬂ
: approve y the
BN Ministry of Health
Non-i T or the Board , - e i
Eﬂ;n tectious At Certified Residential
active pul-
monary  and Open Air Behools . — — —
glandular tuber- A.t-&{.-arhﬁed Day {Jpan
o e ir Schools . —_— - —_—
At Public Flemmt.arj
8ckools . b 4 6
At ather Iuamutmns — —_ —
At no School or Insti-
tution 1 — i1




TABLE I Continued.

Boys. : Girls, | Total.
At Certified Residential
. . Open Air Schools ... | — 1 1
D':;:];;.er i}::;ld-ri::- At Certified Day Open
latent tubercu- M‘s‘i:f E];chm]a : o s -
losis, malnutri- ublic chmﬂntarv .
tion, debility, | M'-chn::u]ﬁ 2% 16 26 42
ap@emia, etc.) other Institutions.. — -— -
! At no School or Inﬂm
tution — - —_
At Sanatoria or Hospital
Schools approved by
the Ministry of Health
Active non - pnl- or the Board ; 5 v ]
Physically monary tuber- | At Public Flementnrv
Defective culosis Schools v - == —
(continued) At other Institutions.. — — —
At no School or Inbh
tution — —_ —
Crippled Children | At Certified Hospital
fother than Schools & . . i
| those with active| At Certifi=d Remdentml
| tuberculous Cripple Schools ... 1 — 1
| disease), e.g., | AtCertified Day Cripple
| children suffer- Schools - - — -
| ing from par- | At Public I‘Iemtmtnrv
| alysis, etc., and HSohools ..o uiiboas a7 52
] including t-]:mcse At other Institutiovs... | — | — —
| with severe | At no SBchool or Insti-
| heart disease tution i 1 -— 11

t In Littleton Street, Special School, L.C.C.
+ Awniting Admission to 8pecial Institutions.
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TABLE IV.—RETURN OF DEFECTS TREATED DURING THE YEAR
ENDED 8ist DECEMBER 1927.

TREATMENT TABLE.

GROUP 1.—MINOR AILMENTS (excluding Uncleanliness, for which
see Group V.).

Number of Defects treated, or under
treatment during the year.
DISEASE OR DEFECT. Uader the i
Authority's Otherwiee. | Total,
Scheme :
(1) ) S MR | (4)
Skwn— j
Ringworm—Scalp - r 14 — 14
Body o 48 = 48
Beabies ... 15 1 16
Impetigo .. P 260 18 478
Other skin ﬂtaaa.se o 119 30 149
Minor Eye Defects— 110 13 123
{Extamnl and other, hul: axclud
ing cases falling in Group II.) .
Minor Ear Defecis ... 1 19 110
Miscellaneous
(e.9., minor injuries, bruises,
gores, chilblains, ete.) 759 70 829
Tetal ... "5 iie [ am 1567

GROUP II.—DEFECTIVE VISION AND SQUINT (excluding Minor Eye Defects
treated as Minor Ailments—Group 1.).

Number of Defects dealt with.

% FEE:{
(2255
"'"'_—_:} 2 2
28 |Igdzs &
DEFECT OR DISEASE. - 2 ads ; Total.
£8 38552 2
3 FEEE =
T |255F
o a8 =
=y @ | @) (4) ()
Errors of refraction (including Squint). 392 a2 —_ 414
Other Defects or Disease of the Eyes
(excluding those recorded in Group I.) 10 1 — 11
Total ... 402 23 — 435
Total number of children for whom spectacles were prescribed :—
a. Under the Authority's SBcheme 120 b. Otherwise 9
Total number of children who obtained or received spectacles :—
a. Under tha Authority's Bchema 120 b. Otherwise 9
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TABLE W.—continued.
GROUP HOI.—TREATMENT OF DEFECTS OF NOSE AND THROAT.

NUHBER OF DEFECTS.

Received Operative Twartmanh
' By Private Beccived oth Total
Eiilldhﬁi:];?s quhcrnel:r = mmf:;nu: i3 Il'llﬂl:.'lbﬂ.l.'
Scheme, in | . Fospital, Total. of Treatment, Treated.
Clinic or par trom Al
Hn!'pitﬂ.l. .&.u‘l‘hﬂ‘rlt’? &
Seheme.
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5)
Awaiting
101 Treatment 134 153 286
33
GROUP IV.—DENTAL DEFECTS.
1. Number of Children who were: —
@. Inspected by the Dentist
Aged Aged
G 1L DA TR U
Routine | 6 - ... 495 13 L. 198
Age Foe e OF 17 144 | Total ... 2584
Groups | 8 ... 434 13 ... 91
T T T RN
Specials 617
Grand Total . 9201
b. Found to require Treatment 2490
¢. Actually Treated o i ; 2 2ED0
d. Re-treated during the year as l;he rasu]l; of penodmal ex-
amination N . 664
4. Half-days devoted to :—
Inspection, 40. Treatment, 373 ... Total ... 413
3. Attendances made by Children for Treatment ... - 2483
4. Fillings :—
Permanent Teeth, 852. Temporary Teeth, 872 ... Total Teeth 1224
Total Fillings ... 1586
5. Extractions:—
Permanent Teath, 201. Temporary Teeth, 2008 ... Total 2209
6. Administrations of general anaestheticsfor extractions 399
7. Other Operations:—
Permanent Teeth, 362. Temporary Teeth, 629 ... Total 99















