[Report of the Medical Officer of Health for Walthamstow].

Contributors

Walthamstow (England). Borough Council.

Publication/Creation
[19517?]

Persistent URL
https://wellcomecollection.org/works/xxactz2m

License and attribution

You have permission to make copies of this work under a Creative Commons,
Attribution, Non-commercial license.

Non-commercial use includes private study, academic research, teaching,
and other activities that are not primarily intended for, or directed towards,
commercial advantage or private monetary compensation. See the Legal
Code for further information.

Image source should be attributed as specified in the full catalogue record. If
no source is given the image should be attributed to Wellcome Collection.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/legalcode
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/legalcode







BOROUGH OF WALTHAMSTOW

REPORT

OF THE

MEDICAL OFFICER OF
HEALTH

for the Year 1950



INDEX

PAGE
Section A.—Statistics and Social Conditions of the Area ... ... 7
SectioN B.—General Provision of Health Services in the Area ... 15
SEcTiON C.—Sanitary Circumstances of the Area ... ... .. 18
SectioN D.—Housing SR I e TS LI 23
Section E.—Inspection and Supervision of Fﬂﬂd ...... L 30
Secrion F.—Prevalence and Control over Infectious Diseases .. 3 42
SectioNn G.—National Health Service Act, 1946—Part III Services..... 58
Health Centres ... ... 60
Care of Mothers and Young Chlidren 61
Midwifery T L LA ST 1 e 74
Fleatth oWaNler s i e e 76
Home Nuring .. o o AN S 9
Vaccination and Immunmaunn ______ i 81
Ambulance Facilities T et e s e .. 88
Prevention of Illness, Care and After-Care ... 83
Domestic Help RN = e e e e . 92
PAGE PAGE
Merengiy il L ona 7 Day Nurseries T i
Adulteration 5 wws 36  Deaths y M |
Ambulance Facilities v B5  Deaths Infants ... 8,11, 65
Ante-Natal Clines ... wwe 61  Deaths, Infectious Diseases...... 9
Assessments T Death Rate ... T.8.9
Deaths, Causes of ... .. 10
Dental Laboratory ... it
Etn;all.‘ Treatment ... Iﬂs
: g S iphtheria ...
gaétgmic;lg;::lmf;?;mauan 31, gg Diphtheria Immumsatmn PR !
B MehBabibinas. i oo 63 Diseases of Animals Acts ... 39
. ; O e PR Disinfestation .. L |
Birth Registrations .... eyl s AT
: hr: District Midwifery .. R
Births, Illegitimate ... e G6 3y : o 92
Birth Rate ... ... 7,9, 13 omestic Help s
Breast Feeding ... AN . Dysentery ... ..
Employment = i s 7
Emergency Unit ... w98
Cancer BT gl 10 Encepiahus Acute ... PO &
T S R e R 21  Enteric Fever S S E e 48
Care and After-Care RS Brpsigelas .ol sy o 49
Care of Illegitimate Children 66 Essex County Council Act .... 17
Child Guidance R |
Child Welfare Clinics i ) T
Chiropody ... s .. 92 Factories Acts, 1937/48 .. 40
Clean Food Campaign ... 38 Food & Drugs Act, 1938 ... 36
Cleansing (Personal) 1%. T3 | Pooel, Tlenm .. ' it 1 e 38
B S S 4,58 Food Inspection ... ... 30
Comparability Factor 8 Food Poisoning ... . 39,48
Confinements .. ... 62 Foot Clinic ... i o i
Convalescence for Adults 87,91 Funeral Arrangements .. 55
Convalescence for Pre-School
Children .. o SR
Conveniences, Public ... 56 Gas and Air Analgesia .- 76
Rl e i 56 General Dental Service ... 60



Health Centres ... ... 60
Health Vigiting ... = .. 76
Home Help ... .. g i 92
Home Nursing ... ... 79
Home Vimity- =~ . .2 78
Hospitals oade, Feliiovi s o 15
Housing, Closure and Demo-

htlon | 77 e o e e 25
Housing, General ... ... 27
Housing, Statistics ... .. 23
Housing Act, 1936 ... 24
Housing Conditions .. 77
Housing Inspections ... 24
Ice Cream ... A A T T 3l
Ilegitimagy <o iis i g 66
Immunisation T T 81
Infant Mortality ... ... 63
Infectious Disease ... st A
Infestation™ &2 alelns 10 Tl 73
Inquests ... W T 33
Invalid Children's Aid Asso-

ciation ' il e 71
Laboratory Facilities ik 0
Landlord & Tenant (War

Damage) Acts, 1939-41 . 26
Mass Radiography = ... 52
Maternal Mortality ..... 9,11, 14
Maternity Homes ... .. 17
Maternity Nursing ... ... 76
Maternity Outfits ... S |
Meals on Wheels Service ... 54
Measles. L © 0 8, 44
Meat Inspection ... .. 34
Medical Aid @ ... e T
Medical Examinations 31, 52
Medicaments ' ... ... 72
Midwifery . 0% s )P
Milk Inspection SEs it it ) 30
Milk, Special Designations

Order 0
Milk Supply e b ke 30
Miscellaneous verra
Mortuary ... s ECaN 55
National  Assistance Act,

1946; See Y o ST L 54
Neo-Natal Mortality 11, 14, 63
Notices, Sanitary ... R 1
Notification of Births caiat 1o 050

Nursery Nursing Certificate 73
Nurseries & Child Minders

(Reg.) Acts, 1948 i 1 PR
ursing Homes ... P
Nutrients .. 72
Occupational Therapy .. 87
d People’s Welfare ERE.
Ophthalmia Neonatorum ... 47
Ophthalmic Treatment .. 171
Orthopedic Treatment ... 69

Outworkers .. SR |

PAGE
Baieamonia oo gl 45
Poliomyelitis R
Poliomyelitis Follow-up ... 90
Fopulaties " .. ... ¥
Post-Mortems ... .. 55
Post-Natal Clinies ... ... 61
Premature Infants ... ... 64
Prevention of Blindness ... 47
Prevention of Illness ... 85
Propaganda ... ... i 4 Y
Pue:'fzral Pyrexia .. SRR
Pupil Midwives ... .. i
SR a] Vo o L TN el AT 56
Rateable Value . ... .. 7
Rats and Mice Destruction
T T A T PR A |
Rehabilitation ... LB |
Rehousing on Medical
Grounds ... ... 28, 53
Rent and Mortgage Restric-
tion Acts ... e o B
Rodent Control ... ... i9
Sanitary Inspection S
Scabies Clinic ... S |
Scarlet Fever O 43
Sickroom Equipment 86, 91
analipeE e T el - 47
Smoke Abatement ... Ol i
Social Conditions ... e T
31 | fai A 15, 60
Statistics ... N A 7
Sterilised Maternity Outfits..... 76
Stillbirths ... .. 7, 11, 14, 63
Sunlight Treatment ... 70
Swimming Baths ... .. 21
Total Infant Mortality .. 12
Tonsils and Adenoids ... 71
Tuberculosis.... ... 8, 50, 85
Training of Nursery Nurses 73
Training of Pupil Midwives 76
Vaccination ... 81, 84
Virus Infections During
Pregnancy AR ey 62
Vital Statistics QR 7
Vitamins ... i i 72

Walthamstow Association of
Tuberculosis Care Hellpfem 85

Walthamstow Child Welfare
Snciefly Sl aneeRti ol 68
Water = ... S 18
Welfare Services ... .. 93
Whooping Cough ... ... B, 44
Whooping Cough Immunisa-
Rl G S T -






TO THE CHAIRMAN AND MEMBERS OF
THE HEALTH COMMITTEE

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,

I beg to submit herewith a report on the health of the Borough
for the year 1950.

The directive of the Ministry of Health requires me to deal
with all matters within my responsibility in regard to the health of
the public in the Borough. The report therefore includes references
to the personal health services transferred to the Essex County
Council. Such references are made in my capacity as Area Medical
Officer and by courtesy of the County Medical Officer of Health.

The mid-year population of the Borough was 122,700, and
once again vital statistics were good and compared favourably with
the National rates.

Although the birth rate was below the National rate, so also
was the death rate. The infant mortality rate was 26 against a
National rate of 30, stillbirths were 0.30 per thousand population
against 0.37 for the whole country. There was no maternal death.
Deaths from tuberculosis were only 0.26 per thousand population
against 0.36 for the whole country.

The major problems of rehousing, tuberculosis, and the care of
the aged and the chronic sick continue to claim an increasing amount
of attention. All three problems are, of course, closely related.
Experience in regard to Section 47 of the National Assistance Act,
1948, is described, and a claim is made for the restoration of the
powers previously exercised by the Public Assistance Officer in
regard to * Orders ™ for immediate admission to hospital.

The Chief Sanitary Inspector, in his report, refers to the
campaign for clean food.,

With regard to infectious diseases, once again poliomyelitis
made an unwelcome appearance. In spite of one of the worst
outbreaks of whooping cough ever recorded there was no death
tom whooping cough, largely due, it is thought, to the schemes
of immunisation inaugurated by your Council.



The General Dental Service, one of the few in the country,
has continued despite the difficulties of stafing. This Service is
quite unable to cope with the demand made upon it. There was a
large increase in the number of orthodontic appliances made in the

dental laboratory.

With regard to the services transferred to the County Council,
there was participation in the Ministry of Health enquiry into virus
infections during pregnancy.

An increased number of visits was paid by health visitors and
treatments given by the home nurses. Domiciliary maternity book-
ings tended to increase at the expense of midwifery bookings.
There was a disquieting decrease in diphtheria immunisation, but
good progress in immunisation against whooping cough. Vaccina-
tion against smallpox continued at what can only be regarded as
a dangerously low level. The removal of ™ compulsion ™ has in no
way stimulated a greater acceptance of vaccination. All known
surviving cases of poliomyelitis were followed-up and every possible
assistance was given to those handicapped by their attack.

The prevention, care, and after-care of tuberculosis is fully
discussed.

The review of the scheme of delegation of Part III services
has not yet taken place, and further experience confirms that the
only satisfactory solution would be the achievement of County

Borough status.

Once more I have to record my appreciation of the help and
understanding received from members of the committees concerned,
and in particular from their Chairman, Alderman Lady McEntee,
J.P. The staff of the Department have worked loyally and con-
scientiously, and the report is a record of their achievement.

I am,
Your obedient Servant,

A. T. W. POWELL,
Medical Officer of Health.
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A.—STATISTICS & SOCIAL CONDITIONS OF THE AREA

Area (in acres) ... i ol ag o g st St e 4,343
Population (Registrar-General's Estimate, mid-year 1950) 122,700
Number of Assessments (1st April, 1950) M S 36,292
Rateable Walae - .. =~ .. T JA R e R, £888,910
oum represented by penny rate .. ae wn ww £3,600

Population.—The Registrar-General's Estimate of the civilian
population at mid-year, 1950, is 122,700, a decrease of 700 on the
previous figure.

Census 1951.—The preliminary report in regard to the Census
held on 8th April, 1951, shows that the population of the Borough
then was 121,069, ie., 57,113 males and 63,956 females. This
total is a decrease of 11,903 on the 1931 census population. This
decrease is shared (but to a lesser extent in the case of Waltham-
stow) with London Administrative County, East and West Ham,
Tottenham and Leyton.

The census showed Walthamstow to be the 44th largest town
in England and Wales. It was the 8th in size amongst Non-County
Boroughs and Urban Districts, and there were no fewer than 45
County Boroughs with smaller populations.

Employment.—According to information kindly supplied by
Mr. Percy C. Graham, Manager of the Local Employment Exchange,
approximately 800 men and 350 women were on an average placed
in employment each month during the year 1950, through the
placing machinery of the Exchange. The number of persons
insured under the National Insurance Acts, employed in the whole
area covered by the Exchange, comprising the Boroughs of Waltham-
stow, Leyton, Chingford, Woodford and Wanstead, was approxi-
mately 82,000. Of this number, it is estimated that about 40,000
are employed in Walthamstow. During 1950, the average number
of persons unemployed in the whole area was 800 men and 240
women ; these included approximately 100 disabled men and 20
disabled women.

Extracts from Vital Statistics.—The Registrar-General's mid-
year 1950 estimate of the civilian population (viz. 122,700) has
been used for the calculation of all vital statistics.

Total Males Females

Legitimate 1,536 808 728 Birth rate per

Live { Illegitimate 62 35 27 1,000 of the

Births | Total . 1,598 843 (755 estimated civi-
lian population 13.02

Stillbirths ... 37 Rate per 1,000 total (live and still)
BT R o R W L 22.6

Deaths ... 1,305  Death rate per 1,000 of the estimated
civilian population .. R R 10.6



Deaths from puerperal causes :—

Puerperal Sepsis Deaths ... ... ; Nil

Other Puerperal Causes ... .. ; Nil
Death rate of infants under one year of age :—

Allwfants per 1,000 live birthe: oo™ | Ll Gl 26

Legitimate infants per 1,000 legitimate live births .. 26

Illegitimate infants per 1,000 illegitimate live births ... 16
Deaths from Measles (all ages) o LY ST . 2
Deaths from Whooping Cough (all ages) ... .. .. —
Deaths from Diarrheea (under two years of age) ... 2
Pulmonary Tuberculosis death rate ... . cee 0.26
Non-Pulmonary Tuberculosis death rate ... ... Aoy e

The natural increase of population, i.e., excess of births over
deaths was 293,

The usual comparison of rates with those for the whole country
is shown in the table on the following page.

Deaths.—The Registrar-General's classification of causes of
death by sex totals is given.

The total number of deaths in 1950 (1,305) compares with
1,299 in 1949, the respective death rates per 1,000 population being
10.6 and 10.5.

Comparability Factor.—The comparability factor for Waltham-
stow is given by the Registrar-General as 1.05, which, when applied
to the crude death rate of 10.6, gives an adjusted rate of 11.1.

The following table gives various averages for five year periods
since 1890,

I Average of

Quinquennia, Population | Births | Birthrate Infant | _Infant

'1 Deaths | Mortality

i | I ;

1891/1895| 53,149 1824 | 343 5 el sy
1896/1900| 79,337 | 2,502 31.5 186 154
1901/1905 | 106,493 | 3,397 31.9 425 125
1906/1910| 127,420 | 3,454 271 352 102
1911/1915| 129,800 | 3,119 23.8 270 | 86
1916/1920| 129,666 | 2,557 19.6 174 | 68
1921/1925| 130,276 | 2,506 19.2 123 57
1926/1930| 125,145 i 1,970 15.8 97 49
1931/1935| 134,922 | 1,758 130 | 88 50
1936/1940 | 127,140 | 1,638 138 ] 6| 40
1941/1945| 99,556 | 1,696 170 | | 66 39
1946/1950| 121,884 |2,143 176 | 61 28
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Birth-Rates, Death-Rates, Analysis of Mortality, Maternal Mortality, and
Case Rates for certain Infectious Diseases in the year 1950, Provisional
figures based on quarterly returns.

'%-'3 Eg ol .
% 253 °383| &2 g
_: - EI'.S B E = 2 ]
i riw | 225 | <8 ‘5
ws 555 | 88=2-| s¢ = -
= O=d |®222| BF 2
g8g 2357 | 5F
Rates per 1,000 Home ’F’np ation

Births : —

Live Births 0 i 15.8 17.6 16.7 17.8 13.02
Still Births ... e 0.37 0.45 0.38 0.36 0.30

Deaths : —

All Causes i s 11.6 12.2 11.6 11.8 10.6
Typhoid and Paratyphoid 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Whooping Cough — 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.00
Diphtheria ... o 0.00 0.00 | 0.00 0.00 0.00
Tuberculosis .. . 0.36 0.42 0.33 0.39 0.26
Influenss 0 5 R e 0.10 0.09 0.10 0.07 0.07
OMatipOE. | S e RO S - - — — —
Acute Poliomyelitis (includ-

ing Polioencephalitis) ... 0.02 0.02 0.02 0.01 0.01
Pneumonia ks R 0,46 0.49 0,45 0.48 0.52

Notifications (Corrected): —

Typhoid Fever ... .. 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.01 | - 0.00
Paratyphoid Fever el 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.00
Meningococcal Infection ... 0.03 0.03] 0.02| 0.03]| 0.04
Scarlet Fever ... s 1.50 1.56 1.61 1.23 1.47
Whooping Cough .. 3.60 3.97 3.15 3.21 4.09
Diphtheria - PR 002| 0.03| 002| 003 0.00
Brysipelas pr g i 0.17 0.19 0.16 0.17 0.23
Smallpog. oo R oot ont 0.00 0.00 =, — m—
Megsben | fol _a e i B.39 B.76 8.36 6.57 2.51
Pneumeotiis: i | 0.70 0.77 0.61 0.50 0.35
Acute Poliomyelitis (includ-
ing Policencephalitis) ...
Paralytic Rl 0.13 0.12 0.11 0.08 0.10
Non-Paralytic .. 0.05 | 0.05 0.06 | 0.05 —
Food Poisoning ... ... 017 016 014 025 0.21
Deaths : — Rates per 1,000 Live Births
All causes under 1 year of
age el 29.8(a) | 33.8 154 26.3 26.2
Enteritis and Diarrhcea
under 2 years of age ... 1.9 2.2 1.6 1.0 1.2
Notifications (Corrected): — Rates per 1,000 Total (Live & Stll) Births
Puerperal Fever & Pyrexia 5.81 | 7.43| 433| 6.03| 8356
Maternal Mortality ;— E 3. E_g 2 EE
oy ¥ — Lo g 9
Sa | o& |gBap| %ve | SRE
<2 =5 |33pE| S8E | 228
B - O
% | a8 |25g7] 2 | sl
= 2 i R
Rar ¥
s'-":'iul]f-"mhﬂftl: _t-ml (Live and
Walthamstow — — — — —
Rare, C78land and Wales 0.09 0.05 0.54 0.03 0.15
“I:;:ﬂﬂ- million women aged
Walthamstow — _— - _— —
ngland and Wales 7 4 — — o

(a) Per 1,000 related live-births.
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Causes of Death as given by the Registrar-General
for the year 1950

Whole District

Causes of Death Males | Females | Total 1949
1. Tuberculosis, Respiratory 23 10 33 44
2. Tuberculosis, other —_ — —_ 8
1. Syphilitic Disease ... .. 4 3 7 7
4, Diphtheria ... —_ —_ — —_
5. Whooping Cough .... ... = —_ — 1
6. Meningococcal Infections ... — 1 1 a
7. Acute Poliomyelitis M 1 1 2 4
8. Measles ... ... .. 2 el 2 —
9. Other Infective and Parasitic
Diseases .. | . s 2 1 3 -
10. Malignant neoplasm,
stomach 22 15 37 34
11. Malignant neoplasm, Lung,
i 7 e rpr S BTN Wl Lo Y 41 9 50 5
12. Malignant neoplasm, breast -— 26 26 22
13. Malignant neoplasm, uterus — 12 12 10
14, Other malignant and lym-
phatic neoplasms ... 63 58 123 138
15. Leukaemia, aleukaemia ... 4 1 5 —
15 Dhnbeten oL 0 L 2 2 4 8
17. Vascular lesions of nervous
-y e P AR e SN g 72 147 133
18. Coronary disease, anglna ...... 102 66 168 =
19. Hypertension with  heart
T A g M T e £ T 16 38 54 —
20. Other theart disease ... 104 119 223 370
21, Other circulatory disease ... 20 15 35 49
22. Influenza ..o 0. 0. 3 6 9 16
23, Poeumonia 0 G | dees 32 32 64 67
24 Brenoliihy -0 o000 08 47 13 80 115
25. Other disease of rﬁplmtury
sk L E M DR 8 2 10 24
26. Ulcer of stomach and
duodenum 12 4 16 15
27. Gastritis, enteritis  and
diarthoea . ol o . — 2 2
28. Nephritis and nephmms ...... 8 9 17 24
29. Hyperplasia of prostate ... 10 — 10 S
30. Pregnancy, childbirth,
abortion L — — 2
31. Congenital malformations 4 9 13 37
32. Other defined and ill- deﬁned
diseases . 51 59 110 94
33, Motor vehicle accidents ... 10 3 13 6
34. All other accidents .. 3 7 12 23
35. Suicide i B T L s 10 7 17 7
36. Homicide and -opmuuns of
war R W —_ — — e
Totals, 1950 ... 685 620 1,305 T—
Totals, 1949 ... 639 660 — 1,299

The age distribution of Cancer deaths was as follows :—

Under 1-2 2-5 5-15 15-25 25-45 45-65 65 ym.
1 yr. yIS. yrs. yrs. yrs. yrs. yrs. & over

== 7 —== 1 — 16 81 150

i
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INFANT DEATHS, NEO-NATAL MORTALITY AND

STILLBIRTHS
Stillbirths. Neo-Natal Infant
Deaths. Deaths.
Year. Live Birth Per Per Per Per
Births. Rate. |[No.| 1,000 1,000 |No.| 1,000 |No.| 1,000
live popula- live live
births, tion. births. births.
1950 . . 1,608 13.0 37 23.1 0.30 33 20.8 42 26
1049 . . 1,836 14.9 27 14.7 0.22 31 16.9 54 29
1048 . . 2,068 16.8 46 29 9 0.37 24 11.1 43 20
1947 .. 2,670 21.8 59 221 .48 35 13.1 77 29
1046 ., 2 544 21.5 70 27.56 0.59 48 19.2 87 34

The death rate from Diarrhcea and Enteritis in children under
one year of age per 1,000 live births was 1.2.

- The table showing the classification of infant deaths is given
in the section of the report dealing with the care of mothers and
young children (Section 22).

MATERNAL MORTALITY

The maternal mortality rates (per 1,000 total births) for the
past five years have been given as follows : —

Deaths. Rates per 1,000 Births.
@ (Live and Still)
L5
Y k2
€ar. s B =t e —
TP | 83 [3Rd| g | B4 |304| 3
-7 il < - o g = =
h OESs (7} oo =
2% 038 | & | & 675
1950 G | L88E | = —_ — — — —
1949 L p) 2 - 1.07 1.07
1948 -+ | 2114 — ¥ g A — — —
1947 v |V TR e Sl S 4 — 1.46 1.46
W46 arl| R 2 2 — 0.70 0.70




e «a 5 B B B 8 H & K23 &8 28 68 34288

TOTAL INFANT MORTALITY
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This is defined as the sum of the deaths that occur during
child-birth and during the first year of life.

The attached graph shows the position since 1930 :—

RATE PER 1,000 LivE BIRTHS

—
{/\

~~l‘\ﬁJ i)
/ T 5 FE 1

N
\

¥
N K
- :;' I ] _.-r_ "'Jl\q
——y liln--'*" _“"-_,,. \'ﬁv J
5388338882333 3333332133%¢8

Tonce
Mortality

Bate.

Infant
Mortality
Bate.

gk
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BIRTHS AND BIRTH RATES

In response to a special enquiry the number of births and rates
for males and females since 1918 were extracted and are appended
for purpose of record :—

Birth Rate per 1,000 Population

Births Registered Birth Rates
Year Male Female | Total Male Female | Total
1918 1050 084 2034 8.0 7.9 15.9
1919 1165 1136 2301 8.7 8.5 12
1920 1669 1617 3286 12.5 12.2 24.7
1921 1415 1399 1814 10,9 10.8 2.0 W
1922 1355 1190 2545 10.5 0.1 19.6
1923 1285 1244 2529 0.8 0.6 19.4
1924 1161 1130 2291 8.8 8.6 17.4
1925 1180 1171 2351 9.0 8.9 17.9
1926 1114 1104 2218 8.9 88 177
1927 1017 1008 2025 8.2 8.1 16.3
1928 905 006 1991 8.1 8.1 16.2
1929 976 058 1934 7.8 T 15.5
1930 1001 058 1959 8.1 7.6 13.7
1931 Q66 081 1947 T 7.3 14.5
1932 209 880 1789 6.7 6.5 13.2
1933 790 871 1670 5.9 6.4 12.3
1934 569 B46 1715 6.4 6.2 12.6
1935 837 813 1670 6.4 6.0 12.4
1936 902 813 1715 6.5 5.9 12.4
1937 852 823 1675 6.5 6.2 127
1938 799 818 1617 6.2 6.1 12.3
1939 B24 782 1606 6.3 6.0 12.3
1940 820 755 1575 7.5 6.8 14.3
1941 676 628 1304 6.9 6.4 13.3
1942 B6S5 853 1718 8.7 8.7 17.4
1943 912 916 1828 9.1 9.1 18.2
1944 092 923 1915 08 0.1 18.9
1945 883 8310 1713 8.5 8.0 16.5
1946 1323 1221 2544 12 10.3 21.5
1947 1368 1302 2670 11.2 10.6 21.8
1948 1072 906 2068 8.5 8.3 16.8
1949 976 860 1836 7.9 7.0 149
1950 843 755 1898 6.9 6.1 13.0
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MATERNAL MORTALITY, STILLBIRTHS & NEO-NATAL
DEATHS

During 1950 there were no deaths classified as being due to
pregnancy, childbearing or associated therewith.

The following table shows the maternal mortality, stillbirth
and neo-natal death rates for the past five years:—

Rate (per 1,000 live births). | 1950. | 1949, | 1948, [ 1947, | 1946,
;f

Maternal Mortality . . — .09 | — 1.49 0.78

Stillbirths 23.1 14.7 | 92,2 22,1 27.5

Neo-Natal Mortality 20.6 16.9 i 13.1 19.2

REGISTRATION OF BIRTHS

The Registrar-General's returns show the following registra-
tions during the calendar year :—

(a) Live Births. Males. Females. Totals.
Legitithate " . i 308 728 1345
Elegrtimate " "o ail s 35 27 62

843 755 1,598

The stillbirth rate per 1,000 population was 0.30.

Of the 1,668 birth registrations received in the Department
during the year one was not notified. Appropriate action Wwas
taken.

Of the 1,668 local registrations, 324 belonging to other areas
are excluded, leaving a nett total of 1,344,

1

St. James| High Hoe Wood Hale | Higham 1
Street. 1 Street. Street. | Street. End. Hl_I]. antﬂ-
M. | F | M | P | M| P | M| E ! M. | F. | M| R Th;:i E:'Sh
Totals .. 100| R4| 83| D2 |118| 91| 99| 96 | 154 | 132 | 151 | 1356 |
| L) | 4 I
Grand Totals .. | 103 175 | 200 | 195 | 286 986 | 1,344 _
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B.—GENERAL PROVISION OF HEALTH SERVICES
IN THE AREA.

I. Public Health Officers of the Authority

There were no changes in the officers employed by your
Authority.

2. Laboratory Facilities
(See I.D. Section.)

3. Ambulance Facilities

These are available from a local depot in Walthamstow which
is administered centrally from Chelmsford.

4, Scabies Clinic

The arrangements at the Special Treatment Centre detailed in
previous reports were continued.

The Clinic premises are situated at the back of the Public
Baths in High Street and treatment is my appointment only, i.e.,
through the family doctor or the Health Department.

Owing to a decrease in the number of cases requiring treat-
ment, sessions were reduced to two per week, ie., on Monday
evenings and Saturday mornings as from 17th July, 1950.

The total cases treated during 1950 were 62, involving 140
freatments.

_ Facilities were made available to Leyton patients on the same
basm as those from Wanstead/Woodford and the Forest Division,
Le., at a fee of 7/6d. per treatment, payable by the Local Sanitary

Authority. There were 16 such treatments in 1950 out of the total
specified above.

5. Hospital Accommodation

(a) AcuTe Casks.—There were no major changes in 1950 in

regard to the hospital accommodation available for the inhabitants of
the Borough.

The third Annual Report of the Forest Group, Hospital
Management Committee, refers to the continuing shortage of beds,
€.g., there were only 400 beds available for * acute ” cases against
the 1,400 which are required on the basis of five beds per thousand
population. This does not take into account the complete lack of
beds for chronic and long stay cases.

(b) CHroNIC Cases.—In order to ease the shortage in regard
to accommodation for the chronic sick, the Board has a user
Arangement for beds at three Nursing Homes in the Management

mmittee’s area, and these are stated to be proving invaluable.
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Regional Hospital Boards have asked that Medical Officers
of Health shall support when necessary on “ social grounds,” the
recommendations of medical practitioners for the admission of the
chronic sick to hospital. All possible help was given when requested
but even so, at the end of 1950, eighteen elderly chronic sick
patients still awaited admission to a suitable hospital.

The following table shows the position in regard to hospital
admissions considered and supported on “ social ” grounds.

1. No. of cases at end of 1949 awaiting Hospital admission ... 19
2. No. of new cases during 1950 considered on Social Grounds 32
3. No. of new cases during 1950 supported on Social Grounds 15
4. No. of old and new cases requiring Hospital admission .. 34
5. No. of admissions to Hospital during 1950 17
6. No. of outstanding cases at end of 1950 .. 14

It is a pleasure to record the unfailing help and consideration
experienced from the Senior Medical Officer (Dr. DeLargy) at
Langthorne Hospital.

It has been stated (Ref. B.M.J. 1950, Vol. II, p. 699) that
one-half of patients seeking admission to a hospital for the chronic
sick were really long-stay annexe cases if such accommodation were
provided by local authorities. Of these, one-half of this group
(i.e., one-quarter of all patients seeking hospital admission) were
reckoned to be suitable for care at home if provided with adequate
domiciliary medical, nursing and domestic services.

With the disappearance of the former Public Assistance Officer
there now seems to be no person charged with the authority to
require the immediate admission to a suitable hospital of sick persons
who need hospital care and who are willing and anxious for admis-

5101,

(c) InFECTIOUS CasEs.—The position in regard to beds for
cases of infectious disease was at least on one occasion very unsatis-
factory in regard to the admission of an urgent case of whooping
cough with pneumonia.  The shortage in regard to this type of
accommodation appears to be one of nursing staff rather than one
of actual bed accommodation.

(d) MaTerNITY.—The effect of the transfer of Thorpe Coombe
Maternity Hospital to the Regional Hospital Board has, somewhat
naturally, been to restrict the admission of Walthamstow patients
who were expected to have a normal confinement other than the
first and in favour of patients from other parts of the Hospital
Group, and presumably requiring admission on obstetric and/or
“social ” grounds. At the same time it must be stated that no
patient booking late and requiring hospital accommodation either
on obstetric and/or * social ' grounds has been refused admission
to some other maternity hospital by arrangement made at Thorpe

Coombe.
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The percentage of Walthamstow residents admitted to Thorpe
Coombe prior to the appointed day was of the order of 98—99,
In 1949 it fell to 88.4 and in 1950, to 77.

6. Aged and Chronic Sick—Section 28/47 National Assistance
Act, 1948

During the year it has been found necessary to visit an increas-
ing number of persons with a view to the possible operation of
Section 47 of the National Assistance Act, 1948. Most of these
persons were sick and more often than not found to have no bed
linen of any kind. In only one case had definite action under
Section 47 to be initiated, the Court Order being finally obtained
in the current year and renewed at the expiration of three months.

Under the Local Health Authority proposals in regard to
Section 28 of the National Health Act, 1946, it is possible to provide
bed and bedding only in cases of tuberculosis. Provision of bed
linen and clothing in cases coming within the purview of Section 47
of the National Assistance Act is mainly one of a financial nature
and would appear, therefore, to be the responsibility of the
National Assistance Board.

It is gratifying to note that the Board has discretionary powers
which enables it in certain cases to consider applications for grants
in respect of bedding, bed linen, blankets, etc. The local Area
Officer—Miss C. M. Burslam— has been most co-operative in this
respect,

7. Public Health Act, 1936—Nursing Homes :—

Waiak No. of Patients provided for.

Homes. | Maternity
Patients. | Others. | Totals.

Homes first registered during the

year i i s . — T = e
Homes on register at the end of the
year o 3 -3 o i 3 7 18 25

There were no cancellations, refusals or appeals.

10 inspections were made by the medical staff. No difficulties
in regard to supervision arose.

Routine enquiries are made with regard to unregistered homes.

8. Essex County Council Act

: ET::- new licences to practice chiropody were granted, and none
apsed.
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C.—SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA

Water.—The authority responsible is the Metropolitan Water
Board. Routine tests were carried out by the Board, and the previous
practice was continued in notifying the Board of an actual
or a suspected case of Enteric Fever so that special tests could be
carried out at the addesses concerned.

All dwelling houses in the area are supplied direct with water,

The information included in the report for 1949 in respect of
Ministry of Health Circular 2/50, also applied to 1950.

Sanitary Inspection of the Area
Mr. F. W. Kemp, Chief Sanitary Inspector, reports as

follows :(—

No. of No. of No. of
No. of in- | No. of com- Informal Notices | Statutory Notices.| Total
spections |nuisances| plaints Visits.

Complied Cumpliedi

made. | detected. | received. B omplied g rved, 0T

14,584 6,808 3,228 2,119 2,059* | 290 320% | 21,762

* Includes notices outstanding from previous year.

Of the 2,119 informal notices served, 254 were in respect of
business premises and the remainder (1,865) related to defects in
private houses. Of the latter figure, 1,583 were complied with
without resort to statutory procedure.

Owing to the failure of an Owner to comply with a statutory
notice served under Section 9 of the Housing Act, 1936, the Council
undertook the required work at a cost of £25 8s. 1d.

It was found necessary to institute legal proceedings against
Owners for non-compliance with 14 Abatement Notices served
under Section 93 of the Public Health Act, 1936. Orders were
made by the Justices in six cases ; fines with costs inflicted in three ;
costs ranging from £1 Os. 0d. to £2 2s. 0d. in three ; and eight were
withdrawn.

The following table shows the nature of work executed and
improvements effected during the year :—

Drains tested, 424 ; Drains reconstructed or repaired, 463
Drains, obstructions removed, 198 ; Drains, means of access
provided, 50 ; Drains, ventilation provided or improved, 88 ;
Drains, ventilation repaired, 84 ; Soil pipes repaired or renewed,
104 : Rain water pipes repaired or renewed, 211 ; Rain water
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pipes disconnected from drains, 21 ; Roofs repaired or renewed,
874 ; Gutterings repaired or renewed, 359 ; W.C. pans or traps
provided, 329; Gully traps provided, 109 ; W.C. flushing
cisterns repaired or renewed, 245 ; W.C. floors concreted, 69 ;
W.C.’s repaired and cleansed, 260 ; W.C.'s light and ventila-
tion improved, 60 ; Waste pipes repaired, renewed or trapped,
206 ; New sinks provided, 109 ; Stoves and firegrates repaired
or renewed, 369 ; Water supply reinstated, 13 ; Water supply
taken off main, 11; Cisterns cleansed and covered, 18
Sculleries paved, 51 ; Yards and forecourts paved or repaired,
93 ; Dirty houses cleansed, 33 ; Dirty rooms cleansed, 840 ;
Floors repaired, 476; Ventilations under floors provided or
improved, 176 ; New damp-proof courses provided, 41 ; Sites
concreted, 2 ; Offensive accumulations removed, 22 ; Animals
improperly kept, removed, 7 ; Stables repaired and cleansed,
17 ; Manholes repaired or re-sealed, 170 ; Other causes of
dampness remedied, 559 ; Miscellaneous repairs, 2,636.

InrFECTIOUS DISEASES.
Visits to premises, 318 ; Re-visits to premises, 17.

DISINFECTIONS.

Rooms disinfected, 176 ; Articles disinfected at Low Hall
Lane, 223 ; Articles destroyed at Low Hall Lane, 91.

SPECIAL PREMISES.

Vizgits

Number paid

Factories (a) Non-power ... .. R R | 184
ey 2 RN BN e D 465 653

(c) ‘Other pretoiges e’ =< 54 84
QOutworkers ... T s we 488 671
Slaughterhouses B A e aw = —
Butchers - i b o 5o — 83 299
Bakehouses ... R L g 36 187
Fishmongers, Fish Fryers and Curers, etc. 44 187
Cafés and Caterers ... A Y 114 443
Grocers, etc. .. Lk 5 o ey L T 534
Ice Cream Manufacturers and Vendors ... 222 313
Dairies and Milksellers v e o 67 87
Laundries ... L e il ] 2 16
Hairdressers ... e e R T4 81
Rag and Bone Dealers e "7 3 21
Piggeries ... et TR e A =318 2 6
Street Stalls ... b e ot v Numerous 354
Greengrocers: |~ i ot WD K 93 170
Dtalilig st et Pioaliaic S b 37 85
Schools . ... " oL P e — 19

Conveniences Lt s L o i 64
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As a result of the regular periodical visiting of the Special
Premises the following works were carried out :—

BUTCHERS.

Special cleansings, 56 ; Pavings repaired, 8 ; Accumulations
removed, 4; New galvanised bins provided, 21 ; Drains re-
paired, 5; W.C.’s repaired and cleansed, 20 ; Floors repaired
and ventilated, 6; Light and ventilation improved, 7 ; Other
improvements, 51.

BAKEHOUSES.
Special cleansings, 44 ; New ceilings fixed, 5; Floors
repaired, 10; Light and ventilation improved, 5; Roofs re-
paired, 3 ; Other improvements, 36.

F1SHMONGERS.
Special cleansings, 30 ; Yards repaved, 5 ; Accumulations
removed, 4 ; Drains cleared, 4 ; Other improvements, 16.

(GROCERS.
Store rooms cleansed, 104; Washing accommodation
improved, 45 ; Other improvements, 104,

CAFES AND CATERERS.
Special cleansings, 76; Light and ventilation improved,
32 : Floors repaired, 13 ; Other improvements, 128.

IcE CREAM MANUFACTURERS AND VENDORS.
Special cleansings, 7; Special cleansings of utensils, 3 ;
Yard pavings repaired, 1 ; Other improvements, 12,

DAIRIES AND MILKSHOPS.
Special cleansings, 22 ; New fittings and other improve
ments, 13 ; Pavings relaid, 1; Light improved, 1.

HAIRDRESSERS.
Special cleansings, 18 ; Other improvements, 6.

STABLE PREMISES.
Cleansings, 20; Accumulations removed, 12; Roofs
repaired, 3; Pavihgs repaired, 3; Other improvements, 23
Manure receptacles provided, 2.

LAUNDRIES.
Special cleansings, 2 ; Other improvements, 7.
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Rac AND BoNE DEALERS.
Cleansings, 4 ; Accumulations removed, 1.

PIGGERIES.
Cleansings, 2.

Camping Sites.
There are no authorised sites in the area. The caravan
dwellers at Higham Hill still remain.

Smoke Abatement.

The number of complaints received during the year was
eight. Two of these related to the burning of accumulations
of factory waste and were suitably dealt with.

Three Intimation Notices were served and improvements
brought about,

In one case an additional boiler is being provided and in
another a better grade of fuel is being sought.

Several firms have taken advantage of the offer of the
Ministry of Fuel & Power to provide assistance and advice by
technical officers appointed for the purpose.

Eradication of Bed Bugs, etc.

The number of houses reported to be bug-infested is still
comparatively low.

Fumigations or special sprayings with DDT solutions were
carried out at 108 rooms and insecticides were issued, free of
charge, to tenants of 85 premises,

Remedial measures were taken regarding a rather serious
house-fly infestation in the South-West section of the district.

Hydrogen Cyanide (Fumigation of Buildings) Regulations
1938 .—
No notifications were received during the year.

Swimming Baths and Pools.

The model bye-daws of the Ministry of Health were
adopted in 1938,
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(a) MunicipaL BatHs, HicH STREET.—This is a covered swim-
ming bath. Mr. W. Cantes kindly contributes the following

report : —

* From January 1st to December 31st, 1950, the swimming
bath was open on 292 days. The number of bathers during
this time was 108,862,

* The maximum load was on June 5th, when we had 1,092
bathers.”

Sampling was carried out on four occasions, with satisfactory
results.

(b) WHirps Cross BaTHING Poor.—This is a large open-air
pool situated in Epping Forest, in the area of the Borough of Leyton
and a few hundred yards from the Walthamstow boundary.

It is administered by a joint Committee representing the two
Boroughs.

The pool is supervised by the Medical Officer of Health for
Leyton, who kindly sends a copy of the analytical findings when
samples are taken.

(c) SoutH-WEesT EsseEx TecHNICAL COLLEGE.—Sampling was
carried out, with satisfactory results.

(d) ForesT ScHooL.—This is a small swimming bath with a
capacity of approximately 47,000 gallons, treated with * ansaiy
with frequent changes of water. Sampling was carried out, with
satisfactory results.

(e) KingrisHER PoorL.—The Managing Director kindly gives
the following particulars:—

“ Due to overhaul of the chlorination and infiltration plant
there is a tendency to a turnover more consistently towards six
hours.

“Due to inclement weather the approximate number of
swimmers was 20,000.

“ It was not necessary often to have to run the plant all
night over the week-ends.”

Bacteriological and chemical analyses were carried out on four
occasions with satisfactory results.
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D.—HOUSING
(a) Statistics

The Borough Architect, F. G. Southgate, Esq., AR.LB.A,,
AM.T.P.IL, has kindly contributed the following :—

Houses erected by the Local Authority during 1950 :—

Hoe Street Ward ... ... il
5t. James Street Ward ... e Nil
Higham Hill Ward A e 80 Flats (P) 9 Houses (P)
High Street Ward Ao 4 Houses (P)
Hale End Ward® ... - TR e 36 Flats (P) 134 Houses (P)
Wood Street Ward M ol Nil

TOTAL o i 116 Flats (P) 147 Houses (P)

Houses erected by Private Enterprise during 1950 :—

Hoe Street Ward ... . A 3 Houses (R)

St. James Street Ward .. e Nil,

Higham Hill Ward it s 12 Flats (P)

High Street Ward ... ... 2 Flats (P)

Hale End Ward ... i iy 22 Houses (P) 9 Houses (R)

Wood Street Ward ik — 1 House (P) 29 Houses (R)
TOTAL ... 23 Houses (P) 14 Flats (P) 41 Houses (R)

Note: (P) Post-war permanent Houses and Flats.
(R) Rebuilding war-destroyed Houses.

Houses Erectep During 1950

During the calendar year 1950, 147 new houses and 116 new
flats have been erected.

41 War destroyed houses were rebuilt by private enterprise
and 37 new houses and flats were erected by private enterprise.

The new houses erected by the Corporation are of traditional
construction with a living and dining room and a kitchen on the
Ground Floor and three or four bedrooms on the first floor with a
th!‘lI‘UGI‘n and separate W.C. One small scheme of four houses
which have been erected is, however, of an experimental nature.

The houses are two bedroom type and of a simplified system of
construction to reduce costs.

. The principal flats erected during the year are those at ** Oak
Hill Court ™ and the Scheme comprises 12 one bedroom flats and

%:r éWD bedroom flats, with living room, kitchen, bathroom and

& (;l“he main housing sites were those at Brookfield and Montalt
oad,
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(b) Inspection

The following information is given in the form required by
the Ministry of Health, and is supplied by the Chief Sanitary
Inspector :—

I.—InspecTiON OF DwWELLING-HouseEs DuriNG THE YEAR : —

(1) (a) Total number of dwelling-houses inspected
for housing defects (under the Public Health

or Housing Acts) ... e e PRGN 11"

(b) Number of inspections made for the purpose 8,743

(2) (a) Number of dwelling-houses (included under
sub-head (1) above) which were inspected and
recorded under the Housing Consolidated
Regulations, 1925 and 1932 .. ... ol Nil

(b) Number of inspections made for the purpose Nil

(3) Number of dwelling-houses found to be in a state
so dangerous or injurious to health as to be

unfit for human habitation ... .= . 6
(N.B.—These comprise individual unfit houses)

(4) Number of dwelling-houses (exclusive of those
referred to under the preceding sub-head)
found not to be in all respects reasonably fit
for human habitation ... . o 36 RS 1,859

II.—ReMmEepY oF DEFEcTS DURING THE YEAR WITHOUT SERVICE
oF ForMaL NOTICES : —

Number of defective dwelling-houses rendered fit
in consequence of informal action by the Local
Authority or their Officers ... i o

[II.—AcTioN UNDER STATUTORY POWERS DURING THE YEAR :—

A. Proceedings under Sections 9, 10, and 16 of the
Housing Act, 1936 :—

(1) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of
which notices were served requiring repairs ..... 5

(2) Number of dwelling-houses which were
rendered fit after service of formal notices:—

(¢) By owners...  wm o s G
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(b) By Local Authority in default of owners
(at a cost of £25 8s. 1d.) et

(¢) Withdrawn—premises vacated and under-
taking not to allow future occupation ...

B. Proceedings under the Public Health Acts:—

(1) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of
which notices were served requiring defects to
b setatllefl: - | a2l S gl s

(2) Number of dwelling-houses in whtch defects
were remedied after service of formal

notices : —
) By e, Dl L g
(b) By Local ﬂuthﬂnl:y in default ﬂf owners

C. Proceedings under Sections 11 and 13 of the
Housing Act, 1936 :—

(1) Number of dwellin rghouses in respect of
which Demolition Orders were made e

(2) Number of dwelling-houses demolished in
pursuance of Demolition Orders ... ..

D. Proceedings under Section 12 of the Housing
Act, 1936:—

(1) Number of separate tenements or under-
ground rooms in respect of which Closing
Orders were made .. At ot 4] (i 2

(2) Number of separate tenements or under-
ground rooms in respect of which Closing
Orders were determined, the tenement or room
having been rendered fit .. o —

* Including those outstanding from previous year.

(c) Housing Act, 1936
Unfit Houses
The following premises were dealt with as follows :—
Houses Demolished :

Date of Order Premises
1944 17, 18, 19 & 20, Courtenay Place
1948 21, Courtenay Place
1949 22 & 23, Courtenay Place

1948 7, West Avenue Road

Nil

277

*306
Nil

*8

Nil



26

Demolition Orders:
36, Elm Grove 38, Elm Grove

Closing Orders :
197, Markhouse Road (Basement)

Unfit Houses :

The Ministry of Local Government and Planning requested a
return of unfit houses not included in clearance areas and for the
period 1st April, 1945, to 31st March, 1951. The particulars given
were as follows :—

(1) Housing Act, 1936 L MN;;E;:

of houses displaced
(a) Houses demolished as a result of formal procedure

ander Bection Tl e e i e n i e 4 RN 55
(b) Houses demolished as a result of informal notices

preliminary to formal procedure under Section 11 1 8
(c) Houses closed in pursuance of an undertaking given

by the owners under Section 11 ... .. it —
(d) Parts of buildings closed (Section 12) ... .. 8 20

(e) Houses made fit—
(i) as a result of formal notices under Sections
=12 s L nAE s — 315 —
(ii) as a result of informal notices preliminary to
formal procedure under Sections 9—12 11149 —

(2) Housing Act, 1949

(f) Closing Orders made under Section 3 (1) ... — — —
(g) Demolition Orders determined and Closing Orders

substituted under Section 3 (2) ... .. | —
(h) Demolition Orders quashed under Section 2 ... -

Landlord and Tenant (War Damage) Acts, 1939-41.

No applications were received from owners of houses for
certificates.

Rent and Mortgage Restriction Acts.

During the year nineteen certificates were granted to tenants.
Two clearance certificates were issued to owners,

Housing Act, 1936, Section 62.

Applications for * permitted number ™ were received and
certificates issued during the year respecting 125 lettings.

Lucal Land Charges.

Particulars relating to outstanding sanitary notices Were
supplied in reference to 1,613 enquiries.
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(d) General.

The following Report is kindly supplied by Mr. J. E. West,
your Council’s Housing Manager during the year under review :—

" Priory Court comprising 20 six-storey blocks of flats
was completed during 1950 and the work of laying-out the
grounds of the Estate is now being carried out by contractors.
This estate, the first of its kind in Walthamstow, has proved
of immense benefit to the housing problem of the Borough and
while it is not advocated that flats are more desirable than
houses, it must be borne in mind that sites available in the
Borough for building of houses are now to all intents and
purposes non-existent. Therefore, the Council must make the
most of all land that is at their disposal.

“ Other schemes completed were the 105 houses on the
Brookfield Estate and three blocks at Oak Hill Court comprising
36 flats. The 48 houses on the Montalt Estate have also been
erected and are now in full occupation. The 22 flats included
in the Montalt scheme will be ready for occupation during
1951.

" The policy of the transfer of tenants and co-operation with
private landlords mentioned in previous Reports has been
actively pursued and it is pleasurable to record that the negotia-
tions involved have proved well worth while. This is borne
out by the fact that although 257 new properties became
available for letting during the year, suitable accommodation
was obtained for 308 families on the register.

" The rehousing of families living in overcrowded con-
ditions is still our major problem. It was serious in the pre-war
years but in fact was overcome just prior to the outbreak of
war. I cannot see an early solution to the problem existing
to-day, when due regard be paid to the facts available, i.e. 677
families living in overcrowded conditions on our register, with
an authorised building programme of 500 houses by the end
of 1952 which, in turn, involves the development of all vacant
building sites and Walthamstow will be a completely built-up
area. Regard must, however, be given to the fact that the
building of houses is being treated at National level and it is
pleasing to know that the Council has been able to comply
with the building quota authorised by the Ministry of Health,

* Of all the housing problems facing the Council, however,
I consider that of the young married couple living with * in-
laws ™ and those awaiting marriage, to be the most tragic and
apparently insoluble unless drastic measures are undertaken to
prevent broken marriages, disruption of home life—yes,
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including the home life of the " in-laws " themselves who are
not always blameworthy or responsible for the present situation,
(2423 applicants registered as living with relatives).

" The relief anticipated by participation in the provision of
housing in the New Towns such as Harlow, seems to be
illusory, and no substantial early relief can be expected.

* Post-war rents are a further problem which concerns
not only the successful applicant but also the landlord who
must include in his budget, some substantial figure to cover
future maintenance of the property. Having regard to post-
war costs, the figure to be provided is almost three times that
of pre-war and must be reflected in the nett rent to be paid by
the tenant.

* Still another housing problem is that of housing on
medical grounds.  Such cases continue to be restricted to
families affected by Tuberculosis. Again, pre-war, we had
rehoused all such medically recommended cases. To-day there
are still no less than 70 families on the waiting list—all
medically recommended for rehousing. The shortage of sana-
torium treatment is the probable cause of this high figure.

“In concluding this, which will be my final contribution
to the Annual Report of the Medical Officer of Health on
completion of 20 years service as Housing Manager to the
Council, I would pay tribute to all who have in any way been
associated with me in this social problem, for their patience,
tolerance and loyalty.  Particularly will I remember with
pleasure the interest and keenness of my staff who always
worked as a team for the ultimate good of the service, Alder-
man Mrs. Miller for many difficult years as Chairman, Members
of the Housing Committee, property owners and the well
established estate agents, particularly Messrs, Warner Estate
Ltd., who have all contributed in no small measure to our task
of housing those most in need.”

(e) Rehousing of Medical Cases

During 1950, fifty-four cases claiming priority on qle:dic%[
grounds, in connection with rehousing and tuberculosis, were nvest”
gated. These cases are classified as follows : —

Class I
(2) An urgent case on medical (clinical) grounds, and sputum
positive.
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(b) Unsuitable housing accommodation, e.g., overcrowding on
standards of Housing Act, 1936, especially if the Chest
Physician advises separate bedroom.

(c) Young children or adolescents in the family or in the
same house,

Class II.

Less urgent cases with two of any of the three conditions
(a), (b) and (c) mentioned above.

Class III.
Cases with one of conditions (a), (b) and ().

Class IV.

Rehousing not urgent at time of consideration but for re-
consideration if any of the conditions alter.

Similar consideration is given to families with young children
or adolescents living in the same house as a sputum case.

The position at the end of the year was as follows:—

On List Added Removed On List
Dec. during from list Dec.
1949 1950 1950 1950
71 22 23 70

The 70 cases now on the list have been given the following
classification :—

Class I: 14 ; Class IT: 20; Class I ;: 7 ; Class IV : 29.
Total : 70.

Approximately 40 reviews were carried out in connection with
tuberculosis priority claims in cases already on the register.

Forty-three new cases—apart from the tuberculous—were
recorded as needing special investigation and report, and forty-eight
such cases—previously investigated—were reviewed.

. A grand total of 205 cases were investigated during the year
In order to assess the medical claims and prevent duplication of

enquiries by the Housing Department from which the closest
Co-operation has been received.
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E.—INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD

The following is contributed by the Chief Sanitary
Inspector :—

(a) Milk Supply.
Designated Milk.
During the year 144 samples of milk were submitted to the

Counties Laboratories for bacteriological examination, including
Phosphatase, Methylene Blue and Turbidity tests.

These samples of milk were taken from roundsmen during the
course of delivery or on arrival at Schools. They include the
bi-monthly sampling of the two dairymen holding Pasteuriser’s
Licences.

The following table gives details of samples taken :—

Results
No. of
Grade Samples
Satisfactory | Unsatisfactory
Pagteoriied ... con  sse 111 111 .
Tuberculin Tested Pasteurised 24 24 —
Sterilised R o 9 9 -
Totals ... i 144 hE . R —

Biological Test.

Four samples of pasteurised milk were examined, all of which
were satisfactory.

THE MiLk (SPECIAL DESIGNATION) (PASTEURISED & STERILISED
MiLk) REGULATION, 1949,

THE MiLK (SPECIAL DESIGNATION) (Raw MILK) REGULATION, 1949.

Licences for the sale of milk under Special Designations were
granted as follows :—

Dealers’ Licences. Supplementary Licences.
Pasteurised ... gl Pasteurised ...  «m 10
Sterilised Ll i 130 Sterilised 3 T

Tuberculin Tested ... s kil Tuberculin Tested ... 2

Licences (Plant).
Pasteuriser§ ... ... 2  TuberculinTested (Dealers) 2
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There are no Cow-keepers in the district.
The number of Retail Milk Distributors is 67.

Eighty-seven visits were paid to registered dealers and a satis-
factory standard of cleanliness was maintained.

(b) Ice Cream.

Sixty-one applications for Registration were received.
New licences were granted as follows : —

Manufacturers e ke, = o his 1

Vendors, New ... e R IR : M R

Vendors, Transfers 2 i Mo ! ca i

Refumed o ¥l s 0 e e e i 3
Number on Register at end of year .. R
Number of above receiving allocations of fats, sugar,

ete., for manuiemedng - 0 L RIS SR .

* Twelve of these pass their ducl:fhta to other firms who manufacture for
em.

Ice Cream (HEeaT TreaT™eEnT, ETc.)), REGULATIONS, 1947/8.

The trade has continued to maintain a very good standard
to comply with the above Regulations,

MepicaL ExaMINATION—TYPHOID, ETC., CARRIERS.

The scheme of voluntary medical examination and blood

testing of employees in the ice cream trade has now reached its
fourth year,

A session is held one afternoon a week and 203 employees
presented themselves for the purpose of having blood specimens

taken by the Medical Officer of Health.

No * Carriers " were found during the period under review.

BACTERIAL QUALITY AND GRADING OF ICE CREAM.

_ One hundred and fourteen samples were submitted for bac-
teriological examination and for grading in accordance with the
Provisional Test of the Ministry of Health.
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The following summary shows the comparative results of the
old standard test and the new (provisional) test. Grades 1 and 2
of the latter are considered satisfactory.

Plae  Coliform Bectorlima 00 s ae o iaieie EIEEEES
Gt {im;]ugl.] {in !.ﬁ{: ml.) iactit:::‘r :I:;: I.:;: tlilr‘:nt:mn Grade
3,000 =l e x Not in 44 hours 1

800  — — x e, AR el S
1.5{}[) i m— b 4 ¥ 4 " 1
1,400 —_— — x SR i 1
1,600 — — x ¢ 1
600 i — x i 1
3,000 —_ —_ x w 4, 1
2,5(}:} — T X » 4* s 1
2,000 — _— x » 4% u 1
EDQ - — X £ 4 LE 1
1,400 — — X g i 1
800 — e x " 4; » 1
500 -— -_ x B Bt 1
1,200 =t e x S S 1
1,200 — —_ x T T 1
600 — — x i R 1
400 —a — x 2 43 2 1
500 - — X e 1
4ﬂﬂ' — e X " 4 " 1
&00 — — X L1 4 1 1
3,000 — T x . 44 1
Tﬂﬂ = A X EE) 4 " 1
2,000 — e X o ¥ " 1
100 i — x o A 1
200 — — x s 1
SDD e R X 1] 4} " 1
900 -, _ x R - 1
3,000 — —- x . 2 1
500 - —_ x 5 4§ = 1
10,000 — - X w 42, 1
2,500 — — X e 1
100 — — x s 1
42,000 x2 tubes -- x # 4i i« 1
8,200 — —_ x M [ 1
S,DDG x2 tuhta — X ¥ 4; 1 1
6,800 — —_ x P i 1
l,ﬁ-’DD SRy i X EE) 4 EE) l
600 — — x o
200 — — X s A 1
400 —_ — X P . s 1
700 x1 tube - X PO | R 1
12,000 x1 tube — x R 1
6,300 x2 tubes x1 tube x e 1
6.10[} — = X 1] 4'} 53 1
4{:{} e s x L1 4* L] 1
1,100 xI tube — X o 1
3,200 x1 tube — x o . 1
9,000 x1 tube — X e T 1
900 - - — x . 1
4,5[]9 . - X L 4-& ” 1
900 —_ -~ x o g 1
1,200 — — X e K5 1
650 — —- x . 4%, 1
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Plate Colifarm Bacterium Mot Methylene Blue Test
Count Reaction coli Saris- *Pass- Pass- Reduction
(in 1/10 m1.} {in 1/10 ml.) factory able able time Grade
30,000 x3 tubes - x In 0 hours 4
200,000 x3tubes  x2 tubes g S T 4
23‘.‘:":":. 53‘ mbﬂ St X 33 'D 3 4
80,000 x3 tubes — x ST 4

* The Bacteriologists’ reports call attention to desired improvements.

By the old test, of a total of 114, 78 were in the categories
*“Very Satisfactory ™ or " Satisfactory ™ and 28 "' Passable.” In
the latter group the bacteriologists invariably amplified their
classification with a special note.

By the new (provisional) test, 71 were in Grade I, 22
Grade II, 11 Grade III, 9 Grade IV and one could not be examined.

When an unsatisfactory sample is obtained the vendor is
re-sampled as soon as possible.

In the case of ice cream manufactured other than within the
district, copy reports are sent to the appropriate local authority.

Ice Lollies.
Twelve samples were submitted to the Public Analysts who
reported all free from metallic poisoning.

(¢) Meat and Other Foods.

The Live Stock (Restriction of Slaughtering) Order, 1940, con-
tinued in force and no slaughtering was carried out.

The following summary gives details of food condemned as
unfit for human consumption. Where possible the food was
salvaged for animal feeding purposes, etc.

1324 tins Evaporated Milk 17 tins Sardines
496 ,, Full-Cream Milk 12 ..  Herritigs
300 ,, Machine Skimmed & .i80d

Milk 2 iraly

78 ,, Malted Milk 2 ,, Mackerel
557 ,, Baby Food 1 tin Mussels

76 ,, Strained Foods 1 ,, Shrimps

363 ,, Roe 1 ,, Fish Omelets
67 ,, Pilchards 640 tins Peas

48 ,, Crawfish 402 ,, Beans

40 ,, Fish Paste 82 ., -Carrots

32 ,, Brisling 64 ,, Tomatoes

31 ,, Salmon 38 ,, Beetroot



21 tins Vegetable Salad

9 ,, Rhubarb

9 ,» Opinach

5 ,, FParsnips

3 , Tomato Juice
1 tin Celery

1 ,, Turnips

80 lbs. Potatoes
595 tins Plums

38 ,, Grapes

37 ,, Cherries

24 ,, Peaches

18 ,, Pears

17 ,, Blackberries
15 ,, Greengages
14 ,, Damsons

13 ,, Gooseberries

12 ,, Grapefruit Juice
12 ,, Loganberries

10 ,, Prune Puree

7 , Pineapple

6 ,, Apples

> ., d\pricots

4 ,, Blackcurrants

4 ,, Strawberries

3 ,, Pineapple Jelly
3 ,, Pineapple Juice
3 ,, Orange Juice

4 ,, Apple Puree

2 ,, Oranges

1 tin Guavas

1, Raspberries

1 ,, Apple & Blackcurrant

Jelly

21 tins Spaghetti

153 bots. Sauce

19 jars Pickles

16 ,, Horse-radish
62 ,, Mustard

2 bots. Vinegar

48 ,, Salad Cream
2 tins Pease Pudding
8 jars Black Olives
6 , French Capers

187 tins Soup

69 pkts. Beef Cubes
1 bot. Beef Extract
17 lbs. Lentils

6372 pkts. Gravy Salt

I bot. Gravy Browning

199 tins Luncheon Meat
15

Meat in Gravy

43 ,, Beef Loaf
23 ,, Pork Loaf
22 ,, Ham and Veal Loaf
17 ,, Veal Loaf

3 ,, Ham Loaf

45 -,, Meat & Vegetables
12 .. Pork

16 ,, Sausage Meat

7 ,» Brawn

7 ., Potted Meat

5 ,, Minced Beef

4 ,, Tongue

8 ,, Stewed Steak

4 ,, Galantine

1 tin Cottage Pie
1 .. Bacon

9 jars Fruit Salad

84 Ibs. Apricot Pulp (tinned)

77 ,, Plums (tinned)
121 tins Jam

42 ,, Marmalade

44, Sandwich Spread
19 jars Lemon Spread
bots. Cheese Sandwich

h

Spread

tins Syrup Spread
jars Honey Spread
tins Chocolate Spread
» Pudding

Mincemeat

B b

e

1 jar Meat Paste
3624 Ibs. Corned Beef
318 ,, Ham (tinned)
20 o Beef
2481 ,, Bacon
841 ,, Sausages
72 ,, Jellied Veal (tinned)
514 ,, Rabbit '
50 T PItSSEd BEEf
10 ,, Tongue
91 ., Pressed Ham
8 , Pressed Pork
63 ,, Kidney
3 ,, Sausage Meat
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2 lbs. Brawn 1 pkt. Blanc Mange Powder
1187 ,, Cereals 247 boxes Cheese
14 pkts. Cerioca 4} 1bs. Cheese
1 pkt. Tapioca 193 pkts. Nursery Rusks
1 ,, Semolina 147 ,, Patent Toast
23 bots. Coffee 86 lbs. Biscuits
5 tins Cocoa and Malt 9 ,, Sandwich Cake
57 lbs. Cocoa 44 ,, Windsor Cake
3, Tea 196 ,, Marzipan
1 bot. Ginger Wine 80 ,, Confectionery
1 ,, Cordial 144 bars Chocolate
357 lbs. Sugar 41} stone Skate
23 ,, Salt 14 ,, Plaice
1194 lbs. Prunes 11 ,, Whiting
G R ¢ 10 ,, Dogfish
33 ,, Currants 8 ,, Haddock
77 ,, Margarine 6 ,, Roker
196 pkts. Cake Flour SR B
62 ,, Pastry Mixture 4 ,, Ray
26 ,, Sponge Mixture 2 , Roe
2 ,, Pancake Mixture 2 ,, Prawns
37 lbs. Flour 541 Eggs
224 .. Bi-carbonate of Soda 129 Rabbits
2 pkts. Suet 15 Meat Pies
28 lbs. Liquid Frozen Eggs 36 Marshmallows
210 ,, Cornflour 40 Chocolate Rolls
72 pkts. Jelly 25 Swiss Rolls

(d) Adulteration, etc.—Food and Drugs Act, 1938.
One hundred and seven samples of food and drugs were
submitted to the Public Analysts.

Four samples were found to be unsatisfactory. Details are
given below :—

Description of Article Result of Analysis Action Taken

Ginger Wine ... .. . Blackish mould growth Formal sample proved
in suspension. satisfactory.

Self-raising Flour ... Excessive proportion of Manufacturer  warned.
acid sodium phos- (No stock available).
phate.

NEUE i T Rl e Deposit of miscellaner Dairyman warned.
ous * dirt.” _

Liqueur Truffles ... Stale and out of con- Vendor warned. (No

dition. stock available).
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The following summary gives details of food and drugs sampled
and the results of analyses :—

No. examined Mo, unsatisfacto
Formal Informal Total PFormal Informal otal

Milk ... i e 17 18
Olive il i e
Salad Cream . o .
Mayonnaise g S
1T N o PR g
w » Tomato
Sausages—Beef ... %55
- Borle oh sanlas
e Unclassified ...
¥ et '
Luncheon Meat s
Beef Paste L Tl S
Jam, Pineapple... ..
Sandwich Spread ...
Vinegar, Malt ... e
Gelatine ... ... P
Coconut, Desiccated ...
Peel e il
Pudding Mixture ..
Baking Powder ... il
Sova Flonr oo o i
Self-raising Flour ...
Almonds, Ground !
Eggs b —
Sweets L0 B aiSSRE
Chocolate Easter Egg ...
Truffles, Liqueur ...
Cream Bun ..
Ginger Wine ... ..
Sparkling Orange ..
Lemonade Crys
Ice Cream e
Water Ice
Ice Lollies Ligs
Vita Cream . o
Boracic Ointment 2l
Zine Ointment ...
Syrup of Bige .
Tincture of lodine 2

Saccharin Tablets

—

.—l|—l|—l|—l|—|-.—.p—l-mp-l

-----

[
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(¢) Chemical and Bacteriological Examination of Foods.

Chemical examinations of samples of food are carried out by
the Public Analysts, Mr. G. Taylor, FRIC,, and Dr. J. H.
Hammence, F.R.I.C., at 20, Eastcheap, E.C.3, and bacteriological
examinations by the Counties Public Health Laboratories, 66,
Victoria Street, S.W.1.

Biological tests are undertaken by Dr. A. L. Sheather of
Chorley Wood.
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(f) Clean Food Campaign.

Steady progress has been made during the year.

The trades on which special attention has been concentrated
include Caterers, Bakers, Grocers and General Storekeepers.

As a result of this effort many further improvements
to premises and fittings have been made including additional sinks
or double sinks, hand basins, crockery drying racks, improved hot
water supplies, ventilation to Kitchens and Cafes, the provision of
adequate cold storage and counter show cases.

Most of the large * Multiple Stores™ have improvement
schemes in progress or in hand.

The inspection of General Stores is progressing but presents a
number of difficulties.

In some instances it has been found that the proprietor and
his wife have had no training in food hygiene and possess very
limited knowledge regarding hygienic standards. In most cases
advice is gladly accepted, and suggested improvements in the con-
duct of their businesses are well received.

A considerable number of the more successful Storekeepers
take a pride in keeping their small shops up to a standard of
hygiene comparable with that of the big stores.

The Council adopted Byelaws re Handling, Wrapping and
Delivery of Food and Sale of Food in the Open Air, on the lines
of the model byelaws of the Ministry of Food. These became
operative as from the 26th June, 1950.

In order to make known the coming into force of the byelaws,
a circular letter was addressed to all food traders and no less than
1,183 were notified.

It will take some time for traders to realise the full meaning
of the byelaws and a degree of latitude will have to be afforded
them.

Lectures in connection with the Clean Food Campaign have
been given by the Medical and Sanitary Inspector’s Staffs; film
strips being used to create added interest.

In the Autumn, the Council Chamber was used for a day for
the showing of three films of special interest to food-handlers. The
films were shown in conjunction with the Central Office of
Information who provided all the necessary equipment and staff.

The free use of Public Conveniences and washing facilities has
been continued.
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(g) Food Poisoning Qutbreaks.

Information is given below :—

Cases Meals served
Schools Meals Service .. 1 10 280
Not
Private Houses .. ... 3 16 { prepared at
home
Hospital Ward ... e 1 10 18 in Ward
Factory Canteen ... .. : 1 42 200

(a) Schools Meals Service. A specimen meal was available and
this was sent to the Pathologist at Epping. Swabs from the
Cook’s nose were also sent. Both gave a growth of coagulase
positive staphylococcus.

(b) Hospital Ward. Canned Stewed Steak was suspected. A can
of steak similar to that used was sent for examination.

(c) Factory Canteen, Illness followed 10-12 hours after midday
meal. Meat, Canned Carrots and Canned Beans, also faeces
specimens sent to Laboratory. No causal agent identified.

DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS

Swine Fever Order, 1938.—No action necessary.
Sheep Scab Order, 1938.—No action necessary.

- Regulation of Movement of Swine Order, 1950. — Eleven
licences were dealt with.

Parasitic Mange Order, 1938.—No action necessary.
The following Orders were dealt with as necessary :—

Live Poultry (Regulation of Sales, Exhibitions and Move-
ments) Order, 1950.
Poultry Carcases (Importation) Order, 1950.

Foot and Mouth Disease (Infected Areas) Special Order
No. 6, 1950.

Exportation of Horses (Minimum Values) Order, 1950,

RATS AND MICE DESTRUCTION ACT, 1919
AND PREVENTION OF DAMAGE BY PESTS ACT, 1949

The Rats and Mice Destruction Act, 1919 was repealed by the
Prevention of Damage by Pests Act, 1949 as from the 31st March,
the date on which the latter Act came into force.

: Gtrt;;in financial benefits have been brought about by the
introduction of the new Act, as local authorities are now permitted
to give a free service to owners or occupiers of private dwellings
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without prejudicing their claims for Treasury grants equal to one
half of the expenditure incurred. Work undertaken at business
premises is still charged for on a cost plus basis.

Two trained Rodent Operatives continue to be mainly engaged
in the work of rodent repression in private dwellings and business
premises.

The methods suggested by the Ministry of Agriculture and
Fisheries (Infestation Control Division) are strictly followed and
the Council continue to participate in the Ministry’s Scheme.

The pre-baiting and poison baiting methods continue to be
successful.

The following is a summary of the work undertaken during

the year:—
SANITARY INSPECTORS

Types and No. of Premises found
Premises Inspected to be infested Methods used at infested premises
Food ther Food Other Baiting Trapping Gassing Other
32 545 32 464 448 6 8 69
Complaints received .. ... 432
Premises rat-proofed ... ... 13
Re-inspections ... g R 628
RODENT OPERATIVES
No. of Infestations Mo, of Infestations Estimated
Treared fle-treated Cleared. Kill.
610 13 641% 2,750

* Includes cases brought forward from previous year.

FACTORIES ACTS, 1937 & 1948

The following tables show the work carried out under these
Acts : —
1.—INSPECTION OF FACTORIES, ETC.

INCLUDING INSPECTIONS MADE BY SANITARY INSPECTORS.

! MNumber of
Premises. No. on '| | Occupiers
Register | Inspections. Written | Prose
Nuotices. cuted.
(1) (2) (3) . (4) (3)

Factories in which Sec-
tions 1, 2, 3, 4 and 6 |
are to be enforced by |
Local Authorities ... 108 184 | 9 Nil

Factories not included i
above in which Section
7 is enforced by the . :
Local Authority 465 653 19 Nil

Other premises in which
Section 7 is enforced by J
the Local Authority ... 54 84 - 2 Nil

Totals ... 6217 921 | Efusa 1. o N8
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2.—DEFECTS FOUND IN FACTORIES, ETC.

£ 2

Number of Defects. §§ E

: 882

: 1 v =

Particulars. = ?_3 .EE‘E 'EE% ""E E‘E

RN RS AT

g | =28 | &% Ja®
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6)
Want of cleanliness .. il 64 68 —_ il at
Overcrowding i3 o —_ — — —
Unreasonable temperature .. 1 1 — 1 —
Inadequate ventilation s 13 12 1 - —=
Ineffective drainage of floors 9 8 — — —
[ insufficient 13 12 - 2 —

Sanitary unsuitable or
Conveniences defective .. 93 81 — 156 —
not separate

for sexes .. 2 2 — ~= —
Other offences. . e ) 71 68 _— — -—
Totals .. .. 2686 242 1 18 —_

NUMBER AND TRADES OF OUTWORKERS NOTIFIED
DURING 1950

Wearing apparel, making Lampshades . . aear i3
of — B B s 359

P b e 21
Artificial Flowers .. 3 e B
Bowey' /iin 0 5 Aol R o U S

...... e Textile weaving W s |

Total ... = w— 488
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F.—PREVALENCE OF, AND CONTROL OVER,
INFECTIOUS AND OTHER DISEASES

General.—The following tables show the age and ward inci-
dence of the wvarious infectious diseases which are referred to in
later pages of the report.

All ages. Under| 1-5 | 5~15 | 15-25 | 25-45 |45-65 | 656 &
1960 1949 | 1yr. | yrs. | yrs. | yrs. | yrs. | yrs. | OVerL

Scarlet Fever .. 2B B 182 1 56 | 116 5 2 1 —

Whooping Cough ...... 602 | 226! 27 | 248 | 224 1 2 S

Measles .| 208 | 1550 14 182 111 1 — e —

Diphtheria D o 1 e — 1 — = 1EE —

Pneumonia ... 43| 101 | — 4 8 4 16 13 3

Meningococcal Infection b 3 1 2 1 1 — -_— | =

Acute Poliomyelitis :

Paralytic .. SO SR | 5 1 1 4 gl
Non-Paralytic ... — L Y — — — —_ — | -

Acute Encephalitis —_— —_ - — — — -— —_ —_

Dysentery 6 3 — 1 — 1 3 1 -

Ophthalmia Neonatorum 1 1 1 — — — —_ —_ | =

Puerperal Pyrexia ... 14 17| — - — 4 10 — | ==

Smalipoxr 7o ek ) ] — — — —_ - -

Paratyphoid Fevers .. 1 A — — — o 1 -

Enteric or Typhoid Fever | — = — — — —_ _| -

Food Poisoning ... 28 15 | — 1 3 5 7 f fi

Ergiipilny ) o LG 29 Ay | = —_ 1 1 5 11 11

Tuberculosis .. 105 | 168 | — 7 7 37 | 30 23 1

Totals, 1950 ... 1237 | — | 45 | 506 |468 | 61 | 79 | 57 | 2
Totals, 1949 ... — | 23186 | 75 (1063 | 879 81 | 123 67 | 27
St. James| High Hoe Wood | Hale |Higham| Totals.

Street. | Street. | Street. | Street. | End. | Hill

Scarlet Fever ... 35 13 24 20 37 52 | 181

Whooping Cough : 105 65 99 32 92 106 502

1 OT 12 amameierd et == 45 26 34 33 114 56 308

Diphtheria Y — 1 — — — — o=

Pneumonia ... e 2 7 7 14 10 43

Meningococeal Infection 1 2 1 1 — —

Acute Polmmyehﬂs ¥
Paralytic S 4 1 2 3 3 - =
Non-Paralytic ... i — — _ — e o

Acute Encephalitis ... S — — | - —_ e e

Dysentery W il — 2 — 1 1 2 :

Ophthalmia Neonatorum 1 — — — —_ =, 14

Puerperal Pyrexia .. 2 3 3 5 1 1 %

Emalll)pux T e s R — — —_ | .

garatyphmd Fﬁve;a — e 1 == = =
nteric or Typhoid Fever = o —= — e —_ 2

Food Poisoning = 1 10 1 11 5 Eg

Erysipelas oo oo 7 3 2 2 8 21 105

Tuberculosis ... .« 17 15 17 8 25 it | 4

Totals, 1950 ... 220 136 199 114 306 262 | 1,3111;
Totals, 1949 ... 333 307 320 323 | 496 | 536 | 2,815
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The Registrar-General gives the statistics for the 52 weeks
ended 31st December, 1950, and these are given in the following
table together with the case rates per 1,000 population both for
England and Wales and for Walthamstow :—

Scarler Diph- Enteric Pneu- Puerperal

Disease. Fever. theria. Fever. monia. Pyrexia. Erysipelas
Number ... 181 1 —_ 43 14 29
Case rate -— o
England and
Wales ' 7 .o 1.50 0.02 0.00 0.70 Not available 0.17
Walthamstow 1.47 0.00 0.00 0.35 0.11 0.23

The rate for Puerperal Pyrexia is better expressed in relation
to the number of births (i.e., live and still-births) registered than
to population. When calculated on this basis the rate is :—

Walthamatow Lo e e e 0D
England and Wales .. Iow vang. & sl Bl

SCARLET FEVER

A total of 181 cases of Scarlet Fever was notified during 1950
as compared with 182 in 1949,

The incidence by months and wards is given below :—

January ... e July i A |1
February oo S August ... e
March L 24 September bt
April SLE RN A 22 October .. RIS
May .. S November ... 13
Jone - SR PPl et 17 | December AR |
St. James Street .. 35 Wood Street 0
High Street Mol 5 Hale End gy,
Hoe Street i Higham Hill ... 52

The last fatal case of scarlet fever occurred in 1936 and since
then up to the end of 1950 there have been 3,701 notified cases
without fatality.

DIPHTHERIA

~ During 1950, 11 cases were notified, but in only one was the
diagnosis confirmed. This position follows from a request to general
practitioners to notify possible cases, even on suspicion, so that they
cn be removed to hospital for observation and the diagnoses
confirmed or otherwise after initiating treatment for possible
diphtheria. The confirmed case was partly immunised in 1944 at
the age of 5 3/12 years, and received a ** booster ™ dose in 1948. No
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posterior negative Schick result was obtained, and therefore he
could not be regarded with certainty as a completely immunised
subject. On discharge from hospital he was regarded to have been
a mild clinical case of diphtheria but without bacteriological con-
firmation, i.e., he was swab negative.

There has been no death from diphtheria for four years.

Approximately 30,000 persons had been immunised in
Walthamstow up to the end of 1950.

The publicity given to the alleged association between ™ injec-
tions " and poliomyelitis has undoubtedly caused some decline in
immunisation against diphtheria. The target of immunising three
quarters of all babies before their first birthday has not yet been
reached.

Immunisation is referred to more fully in Section G of the
Report in regard to Part ITI Area Health Services.

MEASLES AND WHOOPING COUGH

During the post-war years, the general position in regard to
these childhood infections has been as follows :—

Year Measles Whooping Cough
1947 1,081 223
1948 639 565
1949 1,550 226
1950 308 502
If the * Winter ™ notifications are taken, these were :—
Year Measles Whooping Cough
1950 (last quarter) 129 347
1951 (first quarter) 1,729 480

Thus the worst epidemics for many years of both diseases coin-
cided during the last quarter of 1950 and more particularly the first
quarter of 1951,

The details of incidence by months and wards are as follows :—

Measles.
January ... et g July T T
February ERY | tgaet s T 28
Miareh © . oo 6 September .. 18
April i 8 Qctober e olh 20
T R 1 Tl 11 November .. 56
] F - 21 December .. 73
St. James Street ... 45 Wood Street .. 33
High Street .. 26 Hale Bad ™ 0 o 114

Hoe Street P Higham Hill ... 36



Febroaty "+~ - 2
Maselintan:  + ws 2
Aprih! el lat 5
May + oggmis 8
June s S

St. James Street ... 105
High Street SR
Hoe Street i, DO
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July s
August ...

September
October ...
November
December

Wood Street
Hale End
Higham Hill

The age incidence was as follows :—

Under 1-2

1 yr. YIS,

1948 ¢ i 70 102
1949 ek 21 29
1950 i 27 40

2-3

yIS.

74
42
68

3-4 4-5
yIs. YIS,
84 76
30 33
82 58

Frreer

daias

drrren

32
33
40
62
121
164

32
92
106

Over 5
yrs.  Total

159
71
227

565
226
502

Many fewer cases under two years of age (and especially under
one year) occurred in 1950 than in 1948, when there were six

deaths,
ACUTE PNEUMONIA
January ... el July o
February R August ...
March .. i September
April e L October ..
My - i S 4 November
Junie: s SRS o g December
St. James Street ... 3 Wood Street
High Street ... 2 Hale End
Hoe Street e 7 Higham Hill
INFLUENZA

111111

Towards the close of the year epidemic influenza became wide-

spread in other parts of the country.

The local weekly mortality returns were noted and compared

with those for 1948, which was the record low year.

During the five weeks ended 30th December, 1950, there were
20 deaths from pneumonia and bronchitis compared with 10 in
1948 but there were none in either year from influenza.

During the first quarter of 1951 there were, however, seven
deaths from influenza in January, five in February, and one in
March, compared with none for the same quarter in 1948,
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MENINGOCOCCAL INFECTION

Five cases were notified, the particulars being as follows :(—

Sex Age Ward Hospital Remarks
1. B Lafidwxm. Wood Be . Yes Died few hours after
admission. Post Mortem.
2. M. 912 ym. St. James St. Yes Recovered.
< TR A+ 1 Hoe St. .. Yes Died (T.B. Patient).
4, F. 24 yrs, Fligh 8F. Yes Recovered.
5 M. Sy High St. .. Yes Recovered.

ACUTE ANTERIOR POLIOMYELITIS

During 1950, a total of 13 confirmed paralytic cases was
notified against 18 in 1949, Thus after a very low incidence since
1937, there has been a much increased prevalence during the years
1947 (24), 1949 (18), and now thirteen in 1950. The maximum
incidence in 1950 was as for the three previous years, during the
summer months July to October, i.e.,

Year July Aug. Sept. Oct. Total
1947 3 10 6 3 22
1948 - — o 1 1
1949 1 4 4 T 17
1950 2 6 3 — 11
Total 6 20 13 12 b

. B N

These 51 cases were out of a total of 59 notified cases during
the four years.

The first four cases in 1950 were from the St. James® St. Ward,
but of these, two had their onset in 1949, the other two following
in June and July. The remaining cases in August and September
were : High Street, 1 ; Hoe Street, 2 ; Wood Street, 3 ; Hale End, 3,
and none in the Higham Hill ward.

During 1950 a follow-up of all known cases notified in previous
years was carried out and a form of questionnaire was completed
noting present health, degree of remaining disability, ability to work
and nature of work, to use public transport, and the general
domestic circumstances. Advisability of registration as a disabled
person was stressed, and attention was drawn to the activities of the
local branch of the Infantile Paralysis Fellowship. The results of

the survey are given in Section G of the Report (Care and
After-Care).
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ACUTE ENCEPHALITIS

No case of infective encephalitis was notified, and only one
post infective case.

BACILLARY DYSENTERY

Six cases were notified during the year, and of these, five were
at the end of October and the beginning of November, but all were
apparently unrelated infections.

Sex Age Ward Removed to Hospital ~ Remarks'
.M Lye 3 - i RPN No. Recovered.
2. M. 30yrs. Wood St ok No. Recovered.
3. F. 43yrs. High St e No. Recovered.
4. F. 32yrs. Hale End B No. Recovered.
5. M. 24yrs. High St i No. Recovered,
6. F. 60yrs. Higham Hill .. No. Recovered.

OPHTHALMIA NEONATORUM

One case was notified and removed to hospital. There was
complete recovery.

PREVENTION OF BLINDNESS

No action was necessary under Section 176 of the Public
Health Act, 1936, for the prevention of blindness or the treatment
of persons suffering from any disease of, or injury to, the eyes.

PUERPERAL PYREXIA

Fourteen cases were notified—a reduction from 17 in 1949 and
from an average of 27 each year during the five-year period 1945 /49,

All notifications were from hospitals, one of which was outside
the area. The incidence was spread fairly evenly throughout the
year, the maximum being three in June.

SMALLPOX

Nine contacts or cases for diagnosis were seen—one a contact
from a London hospital, the original case being later not confirmed,
Cases 2 and 4 were suffering from Chickenpox and were seen for
confirmation of the family doctor’s diagnosis—the fourth was a
contact from an infected ship, and the fifth, a person who travelled
from an area of risk by plane. Cases 6 to 9 were direct and
indirect contacts with the Brighton outbreak of Smallpox. In this
tonnection considerable anxiety was experienced in regard to the
daily collection of articles from Brighton for dry-cleaning by a large
firm in Walthamstow. The utmost co-operation was received from
Ehe firm, and vaccination was carried out on all wishing it to be

one,

In regard to the diagnosis of doubtful cases, the pathological
services of the Central Public Health Laboratory, Colindale, were
used whenever necessary, and were of much help.
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ENTERIC FEVER

Two cases were notified but were not confirmed. In September
a message was received from the Coroner’s Officer, stating a man
aged 49 years in Wood Street Ward had died and that the post
mortem revealed that death was due to perforated ulcer due to
paratyphoid fever B (phage type I). The usual investigations were
carried out but the source of infection could not be traced.

Public Health (Infectious Diseases) Regulations, 1947. Typhoid
Carriers.—Part compensation continues to be paid to a chronic
carrier in order to prevent her from following her normal occupation
as a cook and to make up her wages as a convenience attendant.

Another person referred to in the Report for 1949 remained
suspended from her work at a cafe.

FOOD POISONING

The necessary returns have been made to the Ministry of
Health as required by their Circular 46/49. Reports are usually
made to the Ministry in the following circumstances :—

(a) Any fatal case.
(b) Any case affecting another Sanitary Authority.

(c) Two or more connected cases.

The following return was made to the Ministry during 1950 in
the form specified in Appendix D (i) of Memorandum 188/Med. :—

ANNUAL RETURN OF FOOD POISONING
NOTIFICATIONS
(Corrected)

1. Local Authority—Borough of Walthamstow Year :
1950,

2. Food Poisoning Notifications (Corrected) Returned to R.G.

1st Quarter 2nd Quarter 3rd Quarter  4th Quarter Total
1 3 16 8 28

3. Outbreaks Due to Identified Agents.
Total Outbreaks .. 2 Total Cases = = 13
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Outbreaks due to :—

(a) Chemical Poisons. (d) CI1. botulinum.
(b) Salmonella Or-

ganisms = ... 1
(c) Staphylococci (in- (e) Other bacteria.

cluding toxin) ..

4. QOutbreaks of Undiscovered Cause.

Total Outbreaks .. 4 Total Cases s 5
5. Single Cases.
Agent identified Unknown Cause Total
Nil 15 15

The details given below are taken from summaries which
were supplied to the Ministry at the conclusion of each
" outbreak.™

In March, 10 cases at a Girls’ High School, due to a meal
of Macaroni Cheese, and Plums and Custard. Both the
Macaroni Cheese and the Cook’s nose gave a growth of a
coagulase positive staphylococcus,

In June and August three private households were affected
by 6, 7 and 3 cases respectively. No causal agent was identified
but ice cream and tinned milk were suspect. The three cases
were due to Sal. Typhi. Murium.

In July there were 10 cases in a Female Medical Ward at a
General Hospital and probably due to tinned stewed steak.

In August there were 42 cases at a factory employing 158
persons. The causal agent was not identified.

ERYSIPELAS
The incidence by months and Wards is given below :—
January ... : i LT | S 4
February SOV August ... a - Sl
March:: . e o= 2 September ek
April = gty 3 Octeber .. . 4
May: S h gl November S g
June: -« pun S 3 December i
St. James Street ... 7 Wood Street ... 2
High Street AP | Hale Bad o | .. 8
Hoe Street Sgs Higham Hill L
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TUBERCULOSIS

The following table shows particulars of new cases of
tuberculosis and of all deaths from the disease in the Borough

during 1950 :—
New Cases. Deaths.
Age
Periods. Non- Non-
Pulmonary. | Pulmonary. | Pulmonary. | Pulmonary
I |

M. F. M. F. M. F. M. F.
Under 1 year — —_ —_ —_ — — —n —
1- 5 years 5 —_— 2 — — = —_— —
i e 3 P [T R B i o T
10-165 = Ml P T I (A R o 10
16-20 ,, 11 q T e SR S R
20-25 10 o [ L T TR e
25-35 ,, 12 Dl B et 1 g, || SRR
35-45 6 1 1 1 4 i g
45-56 7 3| = 1 4 L A ) T
55-65 ,, 11 T i 8 T =t
65 and over 1 - — — 2 5 — —
&6 | a2 | 4 TR T T e

'-.._,__V_...d 1.___v__,_.i [ i r [N L, J

Totals .. 98 7 33 —

L N g 1 e r

105 33

The 33 deaths represent a death rate of 0.26 per 1,000

population (England and Wales, 0.36).

New cases in 1949 were 158 with 52 deaths—a rate of 0.42.
The returns for the past two years are compared below :—

New Cases. Deaths.
Year. — = —
Pulmonary. Pulmt;l:ary. Total. |Pulmonary. Pulb:ri%l::;r}r. Total.
M. F. M. F. M. F. M. F.
1950 66 32 4 3 105 19 14 | — | — 33
1949 78 61 a 10 158 21 | 17 4 4 52
|

The period elapsing between notification and death and the
number of cases not notified were as follows :—

=

1
Notified
Under 3| 3to B 6to9 9to12 | Over 12 Not after
months.| months. | months. | months. | months. | notified. delath
| Non- Non- Non- Non- Non- Non- Non-
Pul.‘ Pul. | Pul.| Pul, | Pul.| Pul. | Pul.| Pul. | Pul.| Pul. || Pul.| Pul. | Pul. Pul.
1 b il e 3| m | = || e | S e
| |
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The ratio of deaths in non-notified cases (i.e., columns to the
right of the double line) to total deaths from tuberculosis was

5to28 or 1 to 5.6.

The table given below shows the number of cases on the
register at the beginning and end of 1950 :—

Non- Grand
Pulmonary. |Total. | Pulmonary. |Total. | Total.
M. F. M. F.
No. on Register lst
January .. | 1,069 | 894 |1,053| 489 | 403 | 892 | 2,845
Notified during 1950 66 | 32 08 4 3 7 105
Totals .. 1,125 | 926 | 2,051 | 493 | 408 | 899 [2,9.0
Removed from Register,
1950 s e 59 45 104 9 8 17 121
No. on Register 3lst
December .. | 1,066 | 881 | 1,947 | 484 | 308 | 882 | 2829
Removals from the Register are made up as follows :—
Deaths. Removals,
Pulmonary. Non-Pulmonary. Pulmonary. ! Non-Pulmonary.
—— " |
M. F. M. M. 1 F. M. l F.
19 14 — 40 31 9 8
N e — ———— B e
33 — 71 17
33 88

121
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Incidence notifications in 1950 were the lowest recorded, at
least since 1930. The notification rates per thousand population
were 0.79 pulmonary, 0.05 non-pulmonary—a total rate of 0.84.
The previous lowest total notification rate was 1.05 in 1936. Deaths
were 33 pulmonary, nil non-pulmonary—representing a death-rate
of 0.26 per thousand population.

Full details as to notifications and deaths for the period 1930/49
were included in the report for last year. The following figures
will enable the table to be kept up to date :—

Notification rates
Pulmonary Non-Pulmonary |Grand|per 1,000 pop’ltn.
- Total Non-
| M F | Totall M F | Total Pul. Pul. Total
Notifica- |
cations.... | 66 32 98 4 & 7 105 |0.79 0.05 0.84
Deatha. |00 | 14 |5 b e (s e a5k Gin il

Prevention.—Preventive measures include pasteurisation of
milk supplies, immunisation with B.C.G., mass radiography, chest
X-ray examination of staff whose work brings them into close
contact with children, contact examinations, and rehousing on
medical grounds.

Pasteurisation.—For many years, almost the whole of the milk
consumed in Walthamstow has been pasteurised, and all of it since
the end of 1949. An Order to be made by the Minister of Food

will require compulsory pasteurisation in 1951.

B.C.G. Immunisation.—This matter is referred to more fully
in the report on the School Health Services. In short, there is
participation in the Medical Research Council's trials of anti
tuberculosis vaccine amongst school-leavers.

Medical Examination of Staff.—During 1950, 189 members of
the staff of the County and Borough Councils, especially those
working amongst children, were referred for chest X-ray as part
of the normal medical examination on appointment or as an annual
check-up.

Mass Radiography.—The Unit visited Walthamstow during
1950, and 11,153 persons were examined, including 4,414 staff and
scholars in educational establishments.

Mass Radiography findings in other areas suggest that one out
of every thousand persons in the population is an undiagnosed
infectious case of tuberculosis, i.e., say 120 cases in Walthamstow.
If this be correct there is clear need for increased facilities an
education to bring the public to accept Mass Radiography.
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Contact Examinations.—In co-operation with the Chest
Physician, the aim now is for the maximum possible examination
of contacts by treating each notified case on the same lines as a
notified case of one of the major infectious diseases. To this end,
both the Tuberculosis Health Visitor and the District Sanitary
Inspector visit the house, and the latter in particular, concentrates
on enquiry as to places of employment with a view to further con-
fidential enquiries. No disclosure can of course be made without
the patient’s consent, and this adds very materially to the difficulties
of such contact examinations,

Rehousing on Medical Grounds.—For many years tuberculosis
has been the only ground for medical priority in rehousing. In
making recommendations the infectivity of the patient, over-
crowding on Housing Act, 1936 standards, and the presence of
young children or adolescents in the house, are taken into con-
sideration,

During 1950 seventeen patients with their families were
rehoused out of a total of 308 changes of tenancy, i.e., say 5.5%.

Care and After-Care.—This matter is dealt with under Section
"G’ of the report.

LABORATORY FACILITIES

Dr. F. Marsh, Pathologist in charge of the Laboratory at
Epping, has kindly supplied the following information in regard
to work done in Walthamstow :—

Jan. Feb., Mar, Apr. May June July Aug. Sep. Oct. Nov. Dec. Total

Fxces M . Sl e 1 — 4 — 2 5§ 3 4 4 46
Agglutinations 15 31 48 35 35,20 21 11 7 16 10 6 255
Rhesus, etc, ... 16 20 26 10 13 .18 13 10 6 13 13 12 180
Urine: i e 23 R ok aoknelo ok BB B TR0
Plates PR BN 1 (RN i 5 10 2 S 1. T Ly 1 11 24 33 157
Eye Swnly™' 0 5'EPiVp auhmie s oreepmiitans aSsedaisien ot ay o
Nose & Throa

Swabs < B RIS IE T NLE I OSSN
Bar ‘Swgby: ' 15 ity epr s b i i T e e e e stk
Fluid ot e TRSle b iR a s SAy Jigis a2ty Dasiend Bl oot gl ol
Food e " 1 2 2 — 4 — 1 1 1 14
Sputum e e T (I T R SR e g e e
WA & Rl o 118 pommt arlt oot Sine o It S et

Totals 99 102 151 77 Bl 68 62 55 47 57 68 67 934
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MISCELLANEOUS

1. Old People’s Welfare.—The Council (under the provision
of Section 31 of the National Assistance Act, 1948) made a con-

tribution of £400.

In addition, two Council cars and drivers were made available
for distributing meals on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays.

Free office accommodation and the services of a shorthand-
typist were also made available.

2. Meals on Wheels Service.—Mr. T. A. O'Connor, Catering
Manager, has kindly contributed the following :—

“ This service is run by the Old People's Welfare Com-
mittee through which it is subsidised by the Council, and
provides hot meals to the aged and infirm. The transport is
provided in the main by private cars, with voluntary labour
distributing the meals.”

3. National Assistance Act, 1948 (Section 47).

The case of Mrs. I. was first brought to the attention of the
Department in 1949 through the Hon. Secretary of the Waltham-
stow Old People's Welfare Committee on reference from the
Connaught Hospital. She was stated to be over 90 years of age,
blind, and deaf. Meals were provided from the Mobile Service
but no satisfactory arrangements could be made to provide Domestic
Help owing to her unwillingness to accept help.

In October, 1950, the Area Officer of the National Assistance
Board reported that Mrs. I's. room was filthy and untidy, and that
there were complaints by the neighbours of grossly insanitary
habits. Visits were paid by the District Sanitary Inspector and the
Domestic Help Organiser in an attempt to provide Domestic Help,
who again was refused entry.

In November a petition was received from twelve neighbours
as to Mrs. Is. insanitary habits and the Area Officer of the National
Assistance Board raised the possibility of action under Section 47.
A son living in Walthamstow was asked to co-operate in trying to
secure his mother’s voluntary acceptance of hospital treatment.
further attempt to provide Domestic Help again failed. The next
development was the calling of the Police by the other tenant and
the intervention of the Duly Authorised Officer, and General

Practitioner, who found the patient not certifiable.

Representations were in due course made to your Council and
finally authority to make application for compulsory removal was
obtained and an Order was made by the Court on the 30th January,
1951, for removal to Part IIl accommodation at Langthorne Hospital
and detention for a period of three months.
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Removal took place to the Part IIl accommodation after
previous agreement with the hospital and welfare authority as to
the exact type of accommodation needed. A subsequent follow-up
visit was paid to Mrs. I. and it was obvious to all concerned that
an extension of the order would be necessary and this was granted
for a further three months in May, 1951. When seen at Langthorne
Hospital it was at once apparent that the care and attention bestowed
had transferred her from a dirty and neglected old woman into

a rather attractive old lady who would, however, need permanent
care in an institution.

Two further cases have been dealt with during the current
year, and the experience of all these cases stresses the need for
a Local Authority to delegate its powers in order to avoid delay
in making application to the Court, for agreement as between the
hospital and the Part III Authority as to the type of accommo-
dation needed, and for the definite reservation of a bed before
the Court hearing, and finally, the co-operation of the family doctor
and if possible, the written concurrence of the nearest relative.

There is also need for the restoration of authority similar to
that formerly possessed by the Relieving Officer to require the
immediate admission to hospital of the aged and chronic sick poor

who need hospital treatment and who are willing to accept such
treatment,

For those who will not accept such treatment there only
remains the rather cumbersome procedure of Section 47.

(It is understood that a Bill has been introduced in the House
of Commons designed to amend the procedure for urgent
cases under Section 47 of the National Assistance Act, 1948,
with a view to avoiding the present delays.]

4. Funeral Arrangements.—Arrangements were made in
regard to the burials of three persons.

9, Mqﬂuary Provision, etc.—A Coroner’s Court, mortuary
(with special provision for infectious disease cases) and a post-

~ortem room is provided by your Council at Queen's Road
Cemetery,

The Borough Engineer and Surveyor reports that the number
of Inquests and post-mortems were as follows :—

Inquests only e 1t 1V 57
Post-Mortems only ik EER
Post-Mortems and Inquests e Yo
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6. Conveniences, Public.—During 1950 free washing facilities
continued to be available by the supply of soap and paper towels
at Public Conveniences.

A charge of 2d. continues for the issue of cloth towels.

As from lst April, 1950, charges for the use of Public Con-
veniences were discontinued.

7. Erection of Additional Public Conveniences.—The Borough
Architect, Mr. F. G, Southgate, AR.I.B.A., AM.T.P.l., summarises

the position as follows :—

Tamworth Avenue/Stanford Road (adjoining Highams Park
Lake).
The erection of the convenience on the above site has been

approved by the Ministry of Local Government and Planning
and the work will be commenced early in March, 1951,

Qak Hill/Woodford New Road (opposite Napier Arms).

Tenders have been obtained for the erection of the con-
venience on this site and have been submitted to the Ministry
for approval. It is anticipated that the work will be com-
menced in June, 1951,

Chingford Road.

The Council have approved in principle plans for a public
convenience to be erected on a site adjoining and immediately
north of the Crooked Billet Public House.

The Broadway, Highams Park.

The Council have approved, in principle, plans for a
public convenience to be erected on an island site in the centre
of the Broadway.

8. Cremation.—Facilities for cremation are available at the
Crematorium provided by the City of London at Manor Park,
Little Ilford.

Negotiations continued with adjoining local authorities.

9. Rainfall.—The monthly rainfall at the Ferry Lane Record-
ing Station of the Metropolitan Water Board was noted in pre-war
annual reports and the following summary is given :—

Average per annum 1900—1909 ... 23.21 inches
i G o 19101919 .. FARDA TS
% ! o 192018 L 28.8%

" ,. SR (R L R ZHBB - Ty
»  1940—1949 2138

¥ Lk ]
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SECTION G

PART III SERVICES

WALTHAMSTOW HEALTH AREA SUB-COMMITTEE
(1950/51)

Chairman :
Cty. Ald. Laby McENTEE, J.P. (Executive Council for Essex).

Vice-Chairman :

Councillor Mrs. S. Canpy (Walthamstow Borough Council).

Membership :
Nominated by—
Essex County Council .. Councillor K. E. B. GLENNY
(Chairman, Health Committee,
E.C.C.).

...... Councillor P. PorTer (Vice
Chairman, Health Committee,

k] ¥ 0

EGC).
" » Ml e e i o Councillor Mrs. L. P. BaiLEy, ].P.
- i wee Councillor Mrs. A. M. BURRELL.

Councillor Mrs. E. F. M. HoLLis.
= - LR LT Councillor A. R. KIGGINS.
W = 2 Councillor Mrs. E. Saywoon.

Walthamstow Borough Council Alderman W. B. FirT.
- Alderman W. GILLETT.
Alderman T. W. SMmiTH.

Ty T M 0 eeem

Lk L1 ]

e 3 e Alderman Ross Wywp, OBE.,
1L.P.

i i i Councillor R. H. AYRES.

T " ¥ Cﬂundllﬂf F+ ﬂ», BUF.TGN.

" ¥ 1 Cﬂunci“ﬂf Mrs. S. CanDy.

i v 2 Councillor H. F. FuLToN.

i 2 »  Councillor G. LowToN.

1] " " Gﬂlml:l-].lﬂr MI'E. M E MRCH:“LI‘TI--

£ i i Councillor E. G. RICHARDS.

ir 1" " CUUHCH]DI’ W H SHEW.

. ) o Councillor M. SHARLAND.

o - o Councillor A. E. Stmmons, J.P.

" " " Guuncﬂ]nr J M W]GHT.

Hospital Management Committee Cty. Councillor W. E. BARNES.
Executive Council for Essex .. Cty. Ald. Lapy McENTEE, ].P.

Local Medical Committee for
e e ruse Po.J L Mk ony DBE
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STAFF CHANGES

There were 21 new appointments to the Health Area Staff, and
fifteen resignations.

HEALTH CENTRES
(Section 21)
HEALTH CENTRE SITES

The earmarking of sufficient and satisfactory Health Centre
Sites has proved to be a difficult problem in a built-up area like
Walthamstow, where conveniently situated sites of sufficient size
are at a premium, having regard to the need for housing sites.

Originally some 14 sites were considered in conjunction with
the representatives of the various professions which are to use
them.

At the time of writing, six remaining sites are being considered,
which have been inspected and reported upon. These sites have
now been approved by the County Health Committee.

GENERAL DENTAL SERVICE

Mr. L. W. Elmer, L.D.S., Senior Dental Surgeon in charge of
all Dental Services reports as follows :—

This service has been continued as in previous years, but, as
foreseen in last year's report, upon a reduced scale.

A staff of two full-time and four part-time Dental officers has
been reduced to five part-time officers, who have worked for 606
sessions as against 1,046 sessions in 1949,

The main encouraging feature is that the amount of conserva:
tion work shows a very small decline. This is due to the increasing
proportion of younger patients receiving treatment, i.e., patients
who have continued from their school-days and who would other-
wise have almost certainly been unable to be accepted and receive
treatment elsewhere.

Herewith is a summary of the work done during the years
1944—1950 inclusive :—

1944 1945 1946 1947 1948 1949 1950
Number of patients treated 143 379 585 805 1784 783 451

Appointments made .. 633 2234 3719 5614 7521 6256 4058
ﬁiﬂpﬂintmenta kept . 95358 2143 3315 5181 6858 5850 13755
Fillings ... i - 133 1005 786 1065 1829 1854 1453
Scalings ... e W 67 147 206 314 419 331 304
Dressings ... S D 71 228 207 451 530 Bl12 473
Extractions ... w266 1068 1570 2075 2228 1479 739
General Anmsthetics 58 238 446 530 586 617 269
Local Anasthetics ... 54 112 182 27B 454 413 184
Impressions - 3% 233 371 863 1100 B66 605
Bites e 97 162 326 380 291 176
Pl I e < 35 106 193 397 N AsR - E

Dentures supplied 26 134 238 469 606 471 285
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Dental Laboratory

Below is appended a list of the appliances completed in the
Dental Laboratory for the General Dental Service during 1949 and

e 1949 1950
New Dentures .. i 486 312
Orthodontic Appliances ... 1 —
B B A 12 18
Repaira .. AL L, 205 156
Inlays T T 3 3

During the year further structural alterations and installation
of equipment have improved the laboratory and it is to be hoped
that the acquisition of an electric furnace for porcelain work will
enable every branch of prosthetic dentistry to be carried out.

Although fewer artificial dentures have been completed during
the year the increase in the production of orthodontic and other
appliances for the Walthamstow and Leyton School Dental Services
has kept the staff fully occupied.

I should like to pay tribute to the continued keenness and skill
of the dental technicians who have remained on the Dental Staff
in spite of the financial attractions offered them elsewhere.

During the year the following appliances were completed for
the Walthamstow and Leyton Committees for Education

Walthamstow Leyton

Orthodontic Appliances ... 225 66
Dentires ' a1 s i 43 1
GO o e i St Ak 29 —
Inlays AR S 1 L
Repay “Sacnsied P 42 3

These are, of course, in addition to those listed above.

A limited number of appliances for patients referred by the
Maxillo-Facial Surgeon, at the Connaught Hospital, are to be made
for the Regional Hospital Board.

CARE OF MOTHERS AND YOUNG CHILDREN
(Section 22)
ANTE-NATAL AND POST-NATAL SERVICES

e The following table summarises the attendances at the Clinics
eld - —

New Patients— Ante-Natal Post-Natal
Thorpe Coombe Maternity Hospital.... 1348 012
Low Hall Lane Clinic ...~ .. .. 256 51
Silverdale Road Clinic ... afy ) Re 24 5

G R e 1628 068
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Total Attendances— Ante-Nawl Post:Matal
Thorpe Coombe Maternity Hospital ... 10834 1162
Low Hall Lane Clinic ... o, = 828 63
Silverdale Road Clinic w.. ... .. s £ 5

Tossls-aa -1 "l 11739 1230

The percentage of Ante-Natal cases to notified births was
82.2.

Rhesus tests were taken at all clinics.

VIRUS INFECTIONS DURING PREGNANCY
Ministry of Health Enquiry Into

This enquiry extended to all the Ante-Natal Clinics including
those at Thorpe Coombe Maternity Hospital. Notices were dis-
played at all, reminding expectant mothers of the need to report
the occurrence of any infectious disease at the next visit to the
Clinic.

The enquiry—which extended the observations on this matter
already carried out for several years in Walthamstow — began
towards the end of October. The purpose of the enquiry is to
collect information as to a possible relationship between virus
diseases (especially measles) during early pregnancy and congenital
defects in the child.

CONFINEMENTS

The following table shows the location of confinements during
1950 :—

Thorpe Coombe Maternity Hospital ... s 3 1245
Other Hospitals and Maternity Homes ... .. 332
Total in Hospital, etc. ... — E'?-

District " .2 I A aate ?B_*;
Total Confinements ... ... ‘1;{6-

—

A total of 283 Walthamstow patients were unable to book
accommodation at Thorpe Coombe. If they were unable to make
their own alternative arrangements, bookings at other Maternity
Hospitals were made for them through Thorpe Coombe.
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The grounds for admission are :—
(1) First Confinements.
(2) Medical and Obstetrical.
(3) Unsuitable home/social conditions.

VITAL STATISTICS

These are given in Section “ A ™ of this Report. The birth
rate was below that for England and Wales. The infant mortality
rate was 26 against 29 for England and Wales, and the stillbirth
rate 0.30 per 1,000 population as against 0.37. The neo-natal
mortality rate was 20.6 per 1,000 live births.

NOTIFICATION OF BIRTHS

1980 births (303 of which belonged to other areas) were noti-
fied during the year under the Public Health Act, 1936.

Notifications were received as follows: Doctors, 293 : Mid-
wives, 1,687.

Included in the above are 290 births which were notified as
having occurred outside the area.

Also included are 51 stillbirths, nine of which belonged to
other areas. Of the total, nine occurred outside the area.

STILLBIRTHS
Stillbirths were 42, yielding a rate per 1,000 population of 0.30.

NEO-NATAL MORTALITY

The neo-natal mortality is the number of infants dying under
one month per 1,000 live births. During 1950, 33 infants died in
the first four weeks of life, yielding a rate of 20.6.

INFANT MORTALITY

The deaths of infants under one year were : —
Males.  Females. Totals.

Legitimate ... e 23 18 41
Illegitimate ... e 1 — 1
Totale 2 ks 24 18 42

e - — —

The death rate of infants under one year of age per 1,000

live births when calculated on the totals given by the Registrar-
General are therefore :—

Legitimate, 25 ; [llegitimate, O ; Total, 26.
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The Infant Mortality Rate for other areas during 1950 was
as follows :—

England and Wales Bl aid st 26
126 County Boroughs and Great Towns

(including London) ... .. g ok 33
148 Smaller Towns (25,000—50,000
population) .. o~ bl - 29

CARE OF PREMATURE INFANTS

The action suggested in Circular 20/44 (as amended by
Circular LHAL 1/49) has been carried out as far as possible and
the steps taken were detailed in the Report for 1944. During
1950, 77 premature infants were born to residents of the area, 22
at home and 55 in hospitals or Nursing Homes. One premature
infant was born in a private nursing home in the area. It was not
transferred to hospital.

Of the 22 born at home, nine were transferred to Hospital.
The remaining 13 who were nursed entirely at home, survived at
the end of one month.
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ANALYSIS OF INFANT DEATHS, 1950
Dr. Melville Watkins reports as follows :—
Following last year’s practice the classification of 42 infant
deaths for the year 1950 is here shown —
Inevitable Unavoidable Preventable Total
Number 10 22 10 42
Percentage 23.81 52.38 23.81 —

No appreciable difference in trend under this classification
occurred from that of 1949, The numbers classified under ** Inevit-
able ™ and " Unavoidable " increased slightly, and preventable
deaths were reduced from 19 to 10.

The inevitable deaths were mostly due to congenital malforma-
tions. Prematurity and atelectasis form the majority of conditions
under * Unavoidable " deaths, whilst respiratory infections caused
the bulk of ** Preventable " deaths.

The following table gives deaths by age groups :—

0—1/52 1/52—1/12 1/12—3/12 3/12—6/12 6/12—12/12 Total
29 4 1 1 Fi 42

It will be seen that the majority of deaths occurred in the first
week of life, thus emphasising the most dangerous period in an
infant’s life and the great care needed at this neo-natal period. As
most of the deaths at this period were due to prematurity the
problem appears to be one of ante-natal and obstetrical care.

If the infant survives the first four weeks the protection and
care afforded to the baby up to the sixth month seems to be good.
From the sixth month to one year the risk of exposure to infection
appears to be greater. The cause of death in this age group is
mostly due to respiratory and intestinal infections.

It will be seen from the table of causes of death that only
four are due to infectious diseases ; three from enteritis and one
from meningitis. Although there was a considerable prevalence
of whooping cough and measles during the year there were no
deaths from these causes.

A still further reduction in preventable deaths depends on
more favourable environmental factors and greater awareness
amongst mothers of the dangers of infection during the first year
of life.

The hard core of the problem still remains that of deaths
during the first week of life.

Little can be done to reduce the numbers of inevitable deaths
in the present store of our knowledge of the causes of congenital
abnormalities.

CARE OF ILLEGITIMATE CHILDREN

The action taken under Circular 2866/1944 is fully set out
in the Report for that year.
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The Walthamstow Moral Welfare Association provides a
hostel of 19 beds staffed by three whole-time workers.

The chief difficulties in 1950 were again to secure accom-
modation for confinements and suitable foster mothers.

Every possible step has, as in previous years, been taken to
ensure that the care of illegitimate children does not fall below
that given to children who are legitimate. The figures quoted
below give a comparison between illegitimate and legitimate rates.

ILLEGITIMATE BIRTHS AND MORTALITY

; ; Death Rates per
Live Births Infant Deaths 1,000 Live Births

Year Legiti- | Negiti- | Legiti- | llegiti- | Legiti | Mlegiti
mate mate mate mate mate mate

194G, o 2,453 91 81 6 330 66.0
1947 — | 2597 73 76 1 29.0 13.0
1948 b 1,975 93 39 4 19.0 43.0
1949 i 1,771 65 51 3 8.0 46.0
1950 i 1,536 62 41 1 25.0 16.0

Totals 1946 to r

1950 (5 yrey | 10,332 | 384 | 2,888 15 1 370 1400

Miss Williams, Superintendent of the Home provided by the
Walthamstow Branch of the Chelmsford Diocesan Moral Welfare
Association contributes the figures set out below and adds that
they would be higher if more foster mothers and vacancies at Day
Nurseries could have been obtained. As a result the stay of the
mothers was longer and cases had to be refused. The larger num-
ber of cases helped from other areas is equalised by Walthamstow
cases requesting help but naturally anxious to be cared for away
from their homes,

Cases admitted during 1949—

Adults—Walthamstow cases ... 7o) a 18
From other areas ... .. " e ol 76

04

Babies—Walthamstow cases S & iy T
From other areas ... S e w36

)

Total admissions ... w146

MATERNITY AND CHILD WELFARE CLINICS
(a) Ante and Post Natal :
Monday (once 'monthly) 2 p.m. Silverdale Road, Highams Park.
_Mﬂﬂdﬂ}' Pl B S Markhouse Road, E.17.
Tieaduy - S5 I 9 a.m. Markhouse Road, E.17.
Wednesday WPE 9 a.m. Markhouse Road, E.17.
* New cases only.

(In addition, a large proportion of the ante-natal work is done at
Thorpe Coombe Maternity Hospital).



(b) Child Welfare :
Monday 2 to 4 p.m.

Tuesday »
Tuesday -
Wednesday "

Wednesday =
Wednesday -
Thursday 10to 12 noon
Thursday 2 to 4 p.m.

Thursday -
Thursday ¥
Friday -
Friday -
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St. John's Church Hall, Penrhyn Avenue, E.17.
The Memorial Hall, Winchester Road, E.4,
The Welfare Centre, West Avenue, E.17.

Low Hall Lane, Markhouse Road, E17.

" Brookscroft,” Forest Road, E.17.

Silverdale Road, Highams Park, E.4.

The Memorial Hall, Winchester Road, E.4.
Low Hall Lane, Markhouse Road, E.17.

St. John's Church Hall, Penrhyn Avenue, E.17.
" Brookscroft,” Forest Road, E.17.

Low Hall Lane, Markhouse Road, E.17.

St. John's Church Hall, Penrhyn Avenue, E.17.

In addition, the Walthamstow Child Welfare Society holds
massage and sunlight sessions.

Summary of Attendances at Welfare Clinics

First Attendances Re-attendances.
of New Cases. Grand
Clinic. 1 Total.
Under |1-5 yrs. Under [1-5 yrs.|
1 yr. |ofage | Total. | 1yr. |of age. | Total.
i of age. of age.

Markhouse Road 389 46 435 | 6,719 | 6,478 | 13,197 | 13,632
Penrhyn Avenue | 273 | 65 338 | 5,214 | 5830 | 11,053 | 11,301
West Avenue 177 89 266 2,667 | 1,686 4,253 | 4,519
Winchester Road 156 48 204 | 2,603 | 4,478 7,071| 7,275
Silverdale Road 87 562 139 | 1,182 | 2,054 | 3,236 | 3,375
Total 1950, , | 1,082 300 1,382 | 18,375 | 20,435 | 38,810 | 40,192

Walthamstow Child Welfare Society
Clinics are held as follows at * Brookscroft,”” Forest Road :—

Tuesdays and Fridays ... Massage, Remedial Exercises

Wednesdays

Thursdays

and Sunlight Treatment.

............ Weighing Clinic and Cookery
Lecture.

i AN Infant Welfare for old and
new cases. Two Doctors
in attendance.

Alternate Fridays ww  Diphtheria Immunisation.
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The work done during the calendar year is shown in the
following table compiled from information kindly supplied by
Miss D. Carter:—

First Attendances Re-attendances.

of New Cases. Grand
Total.

Under |1-56 yrs.| Total. | Under |1-5 yrs.| Total.

1 yr. 1 yr.

1960 iv o v e ek b 462 | 7,165 | 2,378 | 9,543 | 10,005
1949 e - 488 64 652 8,856 | 2,622 11,477 | 12,029
1948 o e 596 T0 666 10,028 | 2,923 12,951 13,617
DY R B 64 761 |11,074 | 3,353 | 14,427 | 15,188
1046 s o 690 79 769 9,631 | 2,088 | 12,619 | 13,388
TIT IR 55 600 | 7.211 | 2,348 | 9,559 | 10,159

A total of 31 children were immunised during the year ‘at
* Brookscroft.”

Summary of Attendances at all Welfare Clinics

First Attendances. Re-attendances.
Grand
Under | 1-6 Under | 1-5 Total.
1 year | years | Total. | 1 year | years Total.
of age. | of age. of age. | of age.
Local Authority
Scheme .| 1,082 | 300 | 1,382 | 18,375 | 20,435 | 38,810 | 40,192
Brookscroft oo | 41 49 462 | 7,165 | 2,378 | 9,643 | 10,005
Total 1950.. | 1,495 349 1,844 | 25,540 | 22,813 48,3563 | 50,197

TREATMENT
(a) Orthopadic.—The facilities provided by the Education
Authority’s Orthopedic Scheme are available for all children
attending the Welfare Centres.
- Miss Garratt, CS.P.,, has kindly furnished the following
information with respect to children under five years of age :—

DerecTs SEEN AT ORTHOPAEDIC CLINIC IN CHILDREN UNDER
FiveE YEARS OF AGE

Anterior Poliomyelitis ... R L T G A O 19
Scoliosis, Lordosis, Kyphosis 2 Cerebellar Ataxia o
Rickets—(a) Genu Varum 24 Spina Bifida .. .. 1
(b) Genu Valgum 44  Achondroplasia ... w1

Pes Plano Valgus Skl Digitus Varus ... it
Spastic Paralysis ... ... 3 Congenital Defects P
Talipes— Miscellaneous . 3
(a) Equino Varus ... 7 -
(b) Calcaneo Valgus .. 16 Sookall i - 183

(c) Mid Tarsal Varus... 6 —_—
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(b) Sunlight.—475 ultra-violet light treatments were given
during the year.

(c) Dental.—Mr. L. W, Elmer, L.D.S., Senior Dental Officer,
reports as follows :—

“In so far as the treatment of expectant and nursing
mothers is concerned, I can only repeat my statement of last
year. That 1s, that it does not seem reasonable to expect many
of these patients to willingly accept a prolonged course of
treatment, and that is exactly what the majority require in
order to be made dentally fit.

* It becomes more obvious to me each year that the only
reasonable course is to follow up the treatment of the girl
from school-leaving age through adolescence leaving little or
nothing to be done during the period of expectant motherhood.

" A distinct improvement may be noted in the response to
treatment of pre-school children and the number treated is
almost double that of last year. Quite a large proportion of
these children are brought to the clinic regularly and their
mothers are not waiting until pain compels them to come.

"It is satisfactory to note that, out of 602 children
examined it was only found necessary to extract 243 teeth.

“It is rather disheartening to note that 584 of these
children needed at least some treatment, and of these 352
received it. 264 of them were made dentally fit.

“I should again like to congratulate Mr. Timmis, who
has seen the majority of these children, on the success of his
methods in treating these small children.”

The following gives details of the work done during the year
by the Dental Ofhicers :—
Numbers provided with dental care :

Expectantand Children
nursing mothers under 5

Number examined 105 602
MNumber needing treatment 104 584
Number treated ... ... e 104 552
Number made dentally it ... 32 269
Forms of dental treatment provided :
Extractions e 164 243
Anasthetics—Local ... 8 4
Geperal | o Ve 37 135
Fillings ... 52 166
Scalings or scaling and gum
treatment THECTRA £ RS U 1 16 6
Silver Nitrate Treatment .. 9 266
JOTERRIERE: - R o i e 10 81
Radiographs ... B 1 —
Dentures provided—Complete ... 13 -—

Parteal ' o2 5 _
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(d) Tonsils and Adenoids.—Children are treated at various
hospitals.

(e) Ophthalmic Defects and Minor Ailments.—Children are
given treatment either at the School Clinics or by special
appointment.

(f) Child Guidance.—Arrangements exist for children under
five years of age to be referred to the Education Authority's Child
Guidance Centre.

(g) Padiatric Clinic. — Pre-school children may attend the
Education Authority's Clinic.

(h) Invalid Children’s Aid Association. — Mrs. Osora,
Secretary to the local branch of the Association, kindly reports
that the following cases of children under five years of age were
dealt with by her Association :—

Referred by :—

Hospitals and Medical Men ... .. .. 22
School Medical Services ... e B 4
Welfare Centres..... s Rt T —
Voluntary Agencies .. . i O = 2
Parents .. Tl R N L S, O A 5

33

Classification of cases :—

Anemia, debility, malnutrition..... s L 3
After-effects of illness .. i il 1k 11
Bronchitis and pneumonia ... .. ... i
Heart 500 s i s A5 e 1
Diseases of the ear, nose and throat ... .. 7
VAN o lie ] i o i e 4
Visits, advice, follow-up after illness ... S —

33

(i) Convalescence.—During 1950 a total of 15 children were
sent away on medical recommendation to convalescent homes, The

jrrangements were, as in previous years, made through the local
branch of the Invalid Children's Aid Association.



72

PROVISION OF NUTRIENTS AND MEDICAMENTS

The quantity and value of nutrients and medicaments sold and
issued free during 1950 was as follows :—

Sales Free Issue
lbs. 0zs. lbs. ozs.

Adexoline AR 2 o g g . 21 43 — 133
Ambrosia itk L | 234 — —_ —
Bemax .. . R i 129 9% — -
Calfos Tablets ... P e —_— 136 pkts.
| 5575 ] -t ey ey bl e S £t ¢ 146 — —_ —
Cow and Gate .. — 3,657 — —_ —
Cod Liver Oil Emulswn ...... 6 B8 147 8
Farex .. ; et TRkt L3eE ) 2 sk, B
Fersolate Tableta.. i — — 48 pkts.
Zlhocodin L. o B ek, ¢ e | Loih "
H.O.E. Drops ... s iz —- = i
Lactogen A ks — 2,129 — — —
Magnesia i Sy — — 330 &
Cod Liver Qil and Malt ...... i e SRl —
Mialipline O Lo st o7 e e
Maltoline with Iron .. .. . 498 B
Marmite el s 144 4 923 —
Midlothian Oat Food el il 137 — e
R o e e i 649 — —_ —
Oxaltineg 0 .. e e BN ) 492 — — —
Parrish's PFood o’ anh s e 115 8
Prune and Banana Syrup ... — — L i
Robingon's Groats ... o NG -
Robolane: . oo wit s 257 == — =
Scott’s ' Twin Pack ™ o s 210 — — —

Sodium Citrate Tablets..... ke R — 1,000 tabs.
£ ED T Do e R S g1 " = —_ —
Vel s e B LET — ek
T P R e N P —— 60 —

Value of Cash Sales ... . £1,330 8s. 7d.

VITAMINS

The facilities for the distribution of vitamins were continued
at all Welfare Centres.

Every effort is made to increase the demand.
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DAY NURSERIES

The following table shows the average attendances at the
Day Nurseries during 1950 (Mondays to Fridays only).

Month. Nurseries. Under 2 yrs. | Over 2 yrs. Total.
Janwary .. | Higham Hill .. 11.3 20.56 40.8
Handsworth Ave. 9.9 38.0 47.9

February .. | Higham Hill 11.6 35.3 46.9
Handsworth Ave. 11.1 39.3 50.4

March .. | Higham Hill 11.6 39.8 61.3
Handsworth Ave. 11.9 39.0 50.9

April .. | Higham Hill 12.9 44 .4 57.3
Handsworth Ave. 11.8 43.56 55.3

May .. | Higham Hill .. 12.9 46.8 69.7
Handsworth Ave. 127 45.7 58.4

June .. | Higham Hill 10.5 45.6 56.1
Handsworth Ave. 12.9 43.3 56.2

July .. | Higham Hill .. 8.9 45.6 54.5
Handsworth Ave. 12.3 40.7 53.0

August .. | Higham Hill .. 7.8 41.8 40.6
Handsworth Ave. 12,7 33.1 45,8

September. . | Higham Hill .. 10.7 45.6 56.3
Handsworth Ave, 16.1 35.1 50,2

October .. | Higham Hill .. 9.4 47.0 56.4
Handsworth Ave. 8.4 38.6 47.0

November .. | Higham Hill .. 9.5 44.9 54.4
Handsworth Ave. 7.5 21.0 28.5

December .. | Higham Hill 9.0 43.3 52,3
Handsworth Ave. 6.4 32.6 39.0

Average | Higham Hill 10.5 42.4 52.9
Whole Year | Handsworth Ave, 11.0 37.5 | 48.5

_ Both Day Nurseries are approved for training in the care of
children aged 0—5 years.

Training.—Five students obtained the Nursery Nurses' Certi-
ficate during the year.

NURSERIES AND CHILD MINDERS (REGULATION)
ACT, 1948

There were no registrations during 1950.

INFESTATION

. The steps taken to combat infestation include cleanliness
inspections, treatment at Clinics (which includes the supply of
Lethane and of steel combs at cost price) and inspection and treat-
ment for pediculosis at the Skin Clinic.
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OPHTHALMIA NEONATORUM AND PUERPERAL
PYREXIA

These are referred to in Section F of the Report.

MATERNAL MORTALITY
This matter is referred to in Section A of the Report.

MIDWIFERY
(Section 23)
No. of Notifications of Intention to Practice, January,
£ MR O L S ") e e, b g R J 35
No. of Notifications of Intention to Practice during
FO50 L oainy S Mg R e M R T e 6
Aotal b s 41
No. of Midwives ceasing to practise during 1950 ... 9
e " practising at the end of 1950 ... 32

—_———

Medical supervision has been carried out by the Medical Staff
and non-medical supervision by the Matron of the Maternity
Hospital,

The following table shows the work done by Midwives (in-
cluding those employed at Thorpe Coombe Maternity Hospital)
during 1950 :—

No. of confinements attended as a Midwife ... ... 1,430
» confinements attended as a Maternity Nurse ... 240
»w Medical Aid Notices sent A s e 1
ot o Binths, Mobibed . .. i e T 23
s Rripet Bisths Watthed .. S @it i i 1
.  Stillbirths Notified ... e RAS AT T 2
,»  Notifications of Liability to be a source of Infection 2
»  Notifications of Laying-out a Dead Body .. —
»  Notifications of Artificial Feeding L] N 9
. Notifications of Disinfection ... e 1

The previous table includes the following numbers in regard
to work done at Thorpe Coombe Maternity Hospital :—

Midwifery cases .. LSRN 1,117
Rlalernit o ui Al o 128
Medical Aid Nekices, . cooov e 509
The percentage of Medical Aid Notices were :—
All cases ... ... it ot S rase) 34.5
Maternity Hospital Midwives ... .. 40.8
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The conditions for which Medical Aid was summoned by
Midwives in domiciliary practice and private nursing homes have
been summarised and are as follows -—

For complications during pregnancy :—
Miscarriage ... .. fs 2

Albuminuria S % e A 2
Antepartum hzmorrhage e - 5
Abortion ... 3 o i gt i —_—
Other conditions ... e el £ g 5

Total ... otk 12

For complications during labour : —

Prolonged first and second stage ... i 9
Ruptured perineum LR Vi S 17
Prontabint BNHIT e g & e L
Rise of temperature = s 95 1
Post-partum hamorrhage .. . ] 1
Uterine inertia .. St Pt = 3
Retained placenta, s i 0 7 e s 3
Abnormal presentation .. i sees 2
Other conditions ... s fies ol 10

Toral e T e 46

For complications in regard to the infant : —

Asplormia " lL L Uit R L R AU
Jaundice ... oy i g ey A e 1
Inflamed eyes P o . ik 1
Prematurity and feebleness .. s _—
Cyanosis ... WIS oo ag et o%
Other conditions ... ... L — 7

Total . e 10

The table shows the number of District visits done —

o

Ante-Natal Examinations. | Deliveries.
\ Lying-in | Total
Clinic. | Mid. | Mat. isits. | Visits.

Patients’| Midwife’s
Homes. | House. |

2,445 1,149 53 271 | 110 7,460 11,488
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Two midwives in private practice undertook 42 cases as
midwives and two cases as maternity nurses.

Gas and Air Analgesia.—The Ambulance Service provided
transport facilities for gas and air apparatus.

A total of 174 patients in the District received gas and air
analgesia, representing a percentage of 45.6.

Midwives acting as Maternity Nurses.—During the year the
number of maternity cases (i.e., where responsibility for the case
was taken by the doctor) increased to 110 or 28.8 per cent. of the
total.

This percentage has been increasing steadily since the
" appointed day.” In 1947 it was 11%, in the period 1st January
1948 to the appointed day, 11%, from the appointed day to the
end of '1948, 18%, during 1949, 219, and during 1950, 28.8%.

Emergency Unit.—This Unit, stationed at Thorpe Coombe
Maternity Hospital, was called out to one Walthamstow case
- during 1950.

Maternity Outfits.—A total of 441 outfits was issued.

Training of Pupil Midwives.—Thorpe Coombe Maternity
Hospital is a training school for both Parts I and II, the latter in
association with the * district.” A total of 35 pupils received
Part II training during 1950.

HEALTH VISITING
(Section 24)
Health Visiting Staff. —The equivalent of whole-time Health
Visitors at the end of the year was 104, equal to one whole-time

Health Visitor per 163 notified births, and one whole-time Health
Visitor per 156 registered births during 1950.

Most of the Health Visitors also carry out duties as School
Nurses,

Home Visits

To Children under To Children
1 year of age. 1-5 years | Total
f f of age.
First. |Subﬁequent.1 Total. ‘
Total 1950 .. | 1,572 | 4652 | 6,224 | 12700 | 19,023
» 1949 .. | 1854 4,580 6,434 | 8,208 14,642

The detailed findings at first visits paid by Health Visitors
are shown in the table on the following page.
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HOME NURSING
(Section 25)

The Superintendent of the District Nurses' Home, Miss C.
A. Lee, SR.N,, S.C.M,, reports as follows :—

" The year 1950 has been a very busy year on the General
side—less busy on the Midwifery. Bookings, however, for
Midwifery and Maternity cases for 1951 have already shown a
marked increase.

" The two houses 17 and 19, Carisbrooke Road, have been
fully decorated inside and outside, and replacements made
where necessary. It is all very nice and is giving us great
pleasure.

" The arrangements for the Branch Home for Highams
Park, are well under way, and it is hoped will be complete
VErYy s00n.

" In view of the increasing population, the provision of
staff living in Highams Park, has become a necessity.

" A further very urgent need is a second car for the Male
Nurse. To be of use in relieving the Nurses of heavy and
unsuitable male cases, the Male Nurse of necessity, has daily to
cover most of Walthamstow,

" Staff on the 31st December, 1950 was as follows :—

1 Superintendent.

1 Full-time Queen's S.R.N., S.C.M.
5 Full-time S.R.N., S.C.M.

1 Full-time S.C.M. .
1 Full-time Queen's Male S.R.N.
1 Part-time S.R.N.

1 Part-time S.E.AN.

1 Part-time Auxiliary Male Nurse,
5 Pupil Midwives.

24 Pupils during the year entered for District Midwifery
ra.lnmg.
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VACCINATION AND IMMUNISATION
(Section 26)

DIPHTHERIA IMMUNISATION

Immunisation was carried out at the weekly clinic held at
the Town Hall, at Schools and at all Welfare Centres, on the
lines detailed in previous reports. The following summarises the
work done :—

Total number of immunisations completed during 1950 :—

(a) Schocl gpe .o v g g - - - )
(b) Pre-school age .. S L N 1,073
{e). Ovexr school age = s © S i s —

1,334

(d) Number already immunised having a rein-
forcing dose ... i ks G 2,005

The above total includes 31 children immunised at ** Brooks-
croft * and 368 by General Practitioners,

No. of clinics held for immunisation at Town Hall 39
No. of attendances made for diphtheria immunisa-

TR 8 T e S 3 e o st~ 001
No. of attendances made for whooping cough
ISR - o i L
Average attendance per session for diphtheria/
whooping cough immunisation ... .. > 25.7
Immunised at schools (included above) :—
No. completely immunised ... M 455 200
No. awaiting completion .. e g S o 56
No. having a booster dose, ie., immunised in
PIEVICOR Yol T e e R 1,737
No. Schick tested for the first time ... ... 6
(o) BlEgatwe S 0~ LS 8,
(b) Positive ... i (A 2
No. of posterior Schick tests ... ™ 4
(a) Negative ... e o 4

(b) Positive =i R T —
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The following extract is from an article in the “ Monthly
Bulletin ™ of the Ministry of Health for June, 1951, summarising
Report No. 272, issued by the Medical Research Council in regard
to a study of diphtheria in two areas of Great Britain.

" It cannot be adequately emphasised that it is the bounden
duty of parents to ensure that their children are actively
immunised, whether diphtheria is or is not prevalent, and
preferably before the end of the first year of life. Persons so
treated can confidently expect protection in early life and also
possess the means of acquiring it without delay in later life.
It must never be forgotten that active immunity against
diphtheria cannot be acquired in a few days but takes some
weeks to develop, so that those who have been denied
prophylactic inoculation in good time have no such assurance
of safety.”

IMMUNISATION AGAINST WHOOPING COUGH

The trials of the vaccine supplied by the Medical Research
Council and referred to in last year’s report continued during
1950. In addition the use of the commercial vaccine commenced
in 1947 was continued with good results.

Age at date of Final Injection
Total
Under 1—4 5—14
1 year years years
MR.C. Scheme 220 22 — 242
Local Authority Scheme 176 108 1 285
TOTALS ... 196 130 1 527

The grand total of children immunised against whooping cough
to the end of 1950 is 2,016.

During 1948, ie. hafese the commeficement of the M.R.C.
Scheme and before the extension of the Local Authority Scheme,
there were 565 notifications of whooping cough in the Borough
with six deaths, 226 notifications with one death in 1949, and
301 with no death in 1950, The 1950 epidemic has continued into

1951 with a total of 640 cases to the end of June, and again with
no known death.
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The following table shows the position :—

Medical Logal Notificarions  Deaths from

Research Council  Authority of Whooping Whooping
Year Scheme Scheme Total Cough Cough
1947 U — 38 58 223 —
- g o = e 18 99 565 6
9 & S 526 1,264 226 1
1990 Lo 24l 285% 5935 501 -

980 968 2,016 1,515

* In addition, 68 children were given ** combined ™ diphtheria/whooping
cough immunisation by general practitioners, but the prophylactic was not
supplied by the Local Health Authority.

It is understood that the trials carried out for the Medical
Research Council will be the subject of a report later this year.

With regard to the cases done under the Local Authority
Scheme, the ages at the date of the last injection were as follows :—

Under 1—2 1—13 I—4 4—5 5+
Year 1 year years years years years years Totals
1947/8 .. 8 42 52 35 20 —_— 157
e 86 129 134 92 67 18 526
1 e S, 176 42 26 28 12 1 285
Totals .. 270 213 212 155 99 19 968

The following statement has been made by the Medical
Officer of Health of the City of Manchester (Dr. C. Metcalfe

Brown) :—

“ We believe that a large number of cases so immunised
will be spared altogether the suffering and danger of whooping
cough. In certain other cases, there may be a mild attack, but
in any case it is quite certain that the vaccines will help in
reducing the severity of the disease.”

VACCINATION

The percentage of infants under one year vaccinated during
1950 to the total of births registered in that year was 23.0.

The number of vaccinations performed during recent years
has been as follows :—

Ist January, 1948 to 4th July, 1948... ... i 433
5th July, 1948 to 31st December, 1948 ... .. 145

Total 1948 ... e 578
1949 ... T A PP PO 1 o e W X 369

1950 ... st e gL P T e 547
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VACCINATION AND RE-VACCINATION OF
DEPARTMENTAL STAFF

The staff of the Department, especially those who would be
expected to deal with smallpox in the event of cases occurring,
were again offered facilities for vaccination and re-vaccination and
63 were done during 1950,

AMBULANCE FACILITIES
(Section 27)

The Ambulance Service is administered centrally from
Chelmsford and (as far as information is available) it appears to be
adequate for the needs of the Borough.

The Local Service has continued from the Ambulance Depdt,
which is situated at the Borough Council’s Fulbourne Road Depét.

PREVENTION OF ILLNESS — CARE AND AFTER-CARE
(Section 28) _

TUBERCULOSIS

The following record has been completed from information
supplied by Dr. H. Ramsay, Physician-in-Charge of the Waltham-
stow Chest Clinic, and Miss A. Woolgar, Secretary and Treasurer
to the Walthamstow and Chingford Association of Tuberculosis
Care Helpers.

1. Public Relations.—Miss Woolgar has given talks to seven local
organisations and reports that the talks were well received and
that the questions asked indicated a great interest in the sub-
ject. It was obvious, however, that there was an almost
complete lack of information on the services available to the
tuberculous and a rather shocking degree of ignorance on the
possibilities of recovery. It is still quite widely believed that a
diagnosis of tuberculosis is synonymous with a deferred
death-sentence, that the tuberculous patient never regains
working capacity and is a constant source of infection to others.
The dispelling of these ideas might well be the most valuable
outcome of any talk given.

2. Care and After-Care. — Dr. Ramsay as Honorary Medical
Adviser to the Association considers that the incidence rate of
¢ases to population is the most reliable method of assessing the
financial need of the Association.
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Miss Woolgar has provided the following report in regard to

the activities of the Association,

1.

Provision of Extra Nourishment.—Milk vouchers (45 cases),
Grocery vouchers for 5s. where need arises, either in addition
to or instead of a milk voucher (20 cases). Particularly useful
in cases of Old Age Pensioners receiving a National Assistance
Board supplement for milk who cannot on that account be
given a milk voucher. (Expenditure 1949/50 approximately
£784).

Beds and Bedding. — Provided where necessary to enable
patient to sleep in a separate bed. (Expenditure 1949/50
approximately £28 for seven cases).

Clothing.—Supplied where provision is not the responsibility
of the National Assistance Board or Education Authority or
where the delay in applying to an official source would cause
hardship. Bed-wear is also provided where the patient is in
a hospital not covered by a Hospital Management Committee
and no clothing is supplied to in-patients. (Expenditure
1949/50 approximately £19 for seven cases).

Fares to Visit Patients in Hospita.—Where the applicant is
not eligible through the National Assistance Board and the
patient could not be visited without hardship to the family,
fares are paid. Frequency of payment varies according to the
distance and the state of the patient’s health and morale.
Reference is made to the almoner or doctor at the hospital
when there is doubt on these points. (Expenditure 1949/50
approximately £29).

Sick-Room Equipment.—Local stocks of air-rings, back-rests,
etc., are inadequate and tuberculous patients generally require
long-term loan which removes the appliance from circulation
for a long period. A small stock is maintained at the clinic
by the W.AT.CH. and where further appliances (e.g.
invalid chairs, air-beds or additional air-rings and bed-rests)
are borrowed from other agencies, the cost of hire is borne by
the W.AT.C.H. If space for storage were available, a larger
stock could usefully be held at the clinic for use of tuberculous
patients only. (Note by Area Medical Officer. These defici-
encies in sick-room equipment are being remedied).

Coal.—Supplies sometimes provided by arrangement wit!l
trader and Fuel Controller where lack of coal would be detri-
mental to patient’s health and insufficient money is available
in the family.
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7. Holidays and Convalescence. — Occasionally undertaken to
restore working capacity after temporary illness not necessarily
involving the tuberculous condition. (Expenditure 1949/50
approximately £47).

8.  Liaison.—Liaison with all other charitable and official welfare
agencies which may be of assistance to the patient in any
capacity.- This is regarded as a most important matter as it
may prevent mishandling of a case by another agency or dupli-
cation of assistance through lack of consultation. Local social
workers do not normally take any action where a case of

tuberculosis is concerned without first checking the position
with the Secretary of the W.A.T.C.H.

9. Finance, 1949/50.

Approx. £
E.CC. per Capita Grant .. .. Ao 254
ECC. Entertainment Tax Grant .. ... 637
Stationery and Postage Refund ... ... 20
Rl N £911
Local Voluntary Souree’ ' * . © .0 o 408

Expenditure for the Year .. .. __° 1020

Occupational Therapy. — Dr. Ramsay has contributed the
following :—

"I have come to the conclusion that the only suitable
arrangement for occupational Therapy would be a properly
organised scheme which would provide for the training of
patients confined to bed at home, or up and about but not yet
fit for work. I feel that this would mean the appointment of
suitably trained Occupational Therapists on a Local Area basis
under the control of the Local Health Authority, It would be
understood, of course, that the control of what the patient was
to undertake would remain in the hands of the Chest Physician.

" With regard to War Pensioners who have contracted
tuberculosis, it is understood that the War Pensions Committee
help such cases with money grants and tuition. An endeavour
is made to sell the articles after sterilisation. All work is done
subject to the approval of the appropriate Chest Physician.”

Miss Woolgar reports as follows :—

" Some months ago, I went to a Red Cross Handicrafts
Exhibition to obtain ideas and found that the most suitable
thing appeared to be a small hand-loom for the weaving of
such articles as scarves. The possibilities were discussed with
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Dr. Ramsay and one loom purchased in the first instance. This
proved suitable in size and weight for the use of a bed-patient
and the Care Committee have recently bought two more, These
two are now in use, the patients being instructed by members
of the Committee who learned on the first loom obtained. No
patient will be supplied with a loom except on the recommenda-
tion of the Chest Physician, who will lay down the number of
hours he may work at it. Wool is being provided by the Care
Committee and eventually some means will be found to dispose
of the articles made, but it is not proposed that selling them
for profit should be made a matter of any consequence as the
occupational value is felt to be sufficient justification for the
expenditure, although it is hoped that after a time the sale of
articles will cover the cost of materials, etc.

" Three patients were supplied with Dryad Hand Looms
and with materials for use at home.

" A male patient was found to have started embroidery on
his own initiative while awaiting admission to sanatorium. After
a time he was unable to afford materials and when this was
known to the W.A'T.C.H,, they agreed to provide materials.
The first set of materials had been provided by the Red Cross.
Work done was of a high standard and resulted in his receiving
orders from friends and becoming independent of help.

" Another male patient while in Broomfield Hospital
learned to make cane-edged trays. On discharge he was put
in touch with suppliers of the necessary materials by the
Secretary of the W.A.T.C.H., and is now making and selling
them independently.

“A female patient was provided with materials for
embroidery.”

Disposal of Articles made.—No final decision will be possible
until developments show what will be practicable. The first
scarves have only recently been completed and suggestions have
been made that a sale of work could be arranged when sufficient
finished work is available or that a local trader might be prepared
to lend the use of part of a shop-window to display the goods.

Cost of Materials.—The Dryad loom costs only 17s. 2d. and
the wool used so far was bought direct from Newcastle Wool Co.,
at 16s. per b, A scarf takes 3—4 ozs.

Instruction was given by Mr. McGiverin (member of
W.AT.CH.) and Miss Busby (Local Voluntary Helper), who
learned the use of the Dryad loom from the Dryad instruction
leaflet and undertook to visit the home, set up the loom and show
the patient how to use it. Frequent visits have not been necessary
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as the work is very simple and the instructors have been mainly
concerned with calling at intervals to deliver materials and give
advice on how to improve the standard of work. An instruction
leaflet is supplied with each loom and could quite well be used
without further instruction by most patients,

No record of the work of the Association would be complete
without very sincere acknowledgement of the good work done by
the Chairman, Members and the Officers of the Association, both
during the past year and the previous years of even greater financial
stringency.

The following summary of the arrangements made in regard to
the prevention of tuberculosis, the care and after-care of those

suffering from tuberculosis has been supplied by the County
Medical Officer.

Under the provisions of the National Health Service Act, 1946,
the County Council has wide responsibilities in regard to the
prevention of Tuberculosis, and the care and after-care of persons
suffering from that disease. In this connection the following
facilities are made available throughout the County :—

(a) Propaganda directed towards the prevention of tuber-
culosis 1s undertaken in a variety of ways, e.g., lectures, film shows,
exhibitions, and the County Council co-operate with the Regional

Hospital Board in connection with the Board’s mass radiography
units :

(b) Visits are made, and advice given, by the County Council's
Health and Tuberculosis Visitors :

(c) Sickroom equipment is loaned to persons who are being
nursed at home :

. (d) Open-air shelters are provided free of charge on loan for
dSSISting patients to segregate themselves as much as possible from

other members of the family, and to take advantage of the open
dlr ;

¥

 (e) Extra milk is provided free of charge when this might
assist the patient’s recovery ;

.. (f) Rehabilitation is provided free of charge at one of the
Village Settlements in suitable cases :

(g) Boarding-out with foster parents is arranged for children

who are in close contact with a member of the family who is
infectioys ;
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(h) B.C.G. Vaccination against Tuberculosis is provided for
children who are in contact with Tuberculosis. This new service
has just been introduced. It is necessary for a child undergoing
B.C.G. Vaccination to be kept away from the source of infection
for three months. This can in certain cases be achieved by
arranging for the child to be cared for during that period by a
foster mother, but it is also intended to set up a residential home
for this purpose at an early date.

(i) Finally there should be mentioned the great amount of
good work which is done for Tuberculous persons and their families
by voluntary Tuberculosis Care Associations. There are sixteen of
these Associations, covering the whole of the County, and all of
them are given full encouragement by the County Council,
including financial assistance.

The number of visits made by the Tuberculosis Health Visitors
during 1950 has been as follows :—

Walthambomr wei i 1 Ghes | ik 045
POest Aarea: T B aeags 383
g 1 1 A 1,328

POLIOMYELITIS FOLLOW-UP

During the course of their routine duties the health visitors
visited all known cases of poliomyelitis. This disease first became
notifiable in 1912, and up to the end of 1949 the total of notified
cases was 147, of whom 19 died in the year of notification.

Unfortunately records previous to 1935 are not now available,
and the total number of cases reviewed was 74. Of these 57 were
visited, eight were not traced, and nine were dead.

Of the 57 cases alive only two were unable to walk. The
disabilities were :—

Headache . shre 2 Paralysis—

Paralysis— One leg AL e Atk
One side .. " £ 1 Foot ... e
Shoulder, back, arm..... 1 Weakness, one leg .. 12
Shoulder and arms ... 2 ==
Elae asty J5 2o L 3 Total . 39
Arms and legs HEA 2 =
Both legs ... il 5

These 39 disabled cases represented some 69 per cent. of all
cases remaining alive. There were no disabilities in 18 cases.
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At the time of the enquiry nine were under school age, six
were attending special schools, 21 were at ordinary schools, fifteen
were working whole-time, four were housewives, two were capable
of work but unemployed.

The attention of all the patients (or their guardians) was drawn
to the facilities of the Infantile Paralysis Fellowship, which affords
means for training and re-education, and facilities for recreation. In
addition, the advisability was stressed, if appropriate, of registering
as disabled persons.

As a result of the follow-up it became apparent that there was
dificulty in the purchase of surgical boots and shoes and their
repair.  After correspondence with the Ministry of Pensions and
the Hospital Authorities, a leaflet of advice in regard to this
difficulty was sent out. Briefly, the arrangement is for the family
doctor to refer the patient to an orthopazdic specialist who will,
where necessary, issue a “ Surgical Appliance” order on the
Ministry of Pensions. Repairs are effected through the Ministry
of Pensions’ local branches at East Ham and Finsbury Park.

Cases notified in 1950 were followed up during the current
year. Of 13 cases notified two had died and of the remaining 11 there
was no disability in three, weakness or slight paralysis in the upper
limbs of three, and of the lower limbs in four, and of the shoulder
and foot in one. All four adults were in full work as, a furniture
maker, landscape gardener, housewife, and inspector, respectively,
but only one had registered as a disabled person.

REHABILITATION OF TUBERCULOSIS PATIENTS

During the year the Area Sub-Committee accepted financial
responsibility in approved cases for patients undergoing rehabilita-
tion at Papworth and Preston Hall Settlements. Four patients (one
of whom was eventually discharged) received rehabilitation treat-
ment at Papworth Hall. No cases underwent rehabilitation at
Preston Hall. No charge is made to the patient.

CONVALESCENCE FOR ADULTS

The total of cases sent away for recuperative convalescence
was 41. The length of convalescence was two weeks in 25 cases,
three weeks in 15 cases, and four weeks in one case. Recovery of
COst or part-cost is made.

SICK-ROOM EQUIPMENT

Apart from stores which are only available to certain sections
of the community, there are two main depéts for sick-room equip-
ment, one at the District Nurses' Home in Carisbrooke Road, and

the gther at the British Red Cross Society Headquarters in Forest
0ad,
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CHIROPODY SERVICES

The Foot Clinic, originally established by the Borough Council,
continued as in previous years with four whole-time Chiropodists.

Daily morning sessions were held, with afternoon sessions on
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, and evening sessions on Mon-
days, Thursdays and Fridays. Treatment was by appointment and
unfortunately, there has always been a long waiting list,

Total attendances in 1950 were 15,496, including 2,037 new
patients.

DOMESTIC HELP SERVICE

Mrs. C. M. Hall, Domestic Help Organiser, reports as
follows :—

" During the year this service continued to be administered
along lines similar to those adopted during 1949 but with
ever-increasing demands laid upon it. The year has been a
particularly busy one and 1,145 visits were made to patients
and helps. More applications of all descriptions have been
dealt with and the number of helps employed has grown to
six full time and 176 part time.

“Below is a summary of the year's work :—
DOMESTIC HELP

Brought forward from 1949 ... . o il o et 192
MNew cases durmg 1950 © -7 Y — 208
Cliges completed 0. 3950 7+ o (ot ol 293
No. of cases carried forward to 1951  __ . 268
No. of cases extending over three months .. .. 334
Analysis :
Acute Chronic Old People T.B. Total
(not su;:]i}
78 403 37 23 561
HOME HELP
No. of cases completed in 1950 .. . .

" At the beginning of September the scale of assessment
was adjusted and in a number of cases the charge for the ser-
vice increased or a charge made where there had previously
been no charge. This caused a certain amount of disruption
as a number of patients appealed against their new assessment
and such appeals were appropriately dealt with by the Health
Area Sub-Committee or the Chairman of that Committee.

* Admission to hospital of the chronic sick ‘became more
and more difficult during the year thereby making tﬂnt{ﬂuﬁd
domestic help necessary in many cases and thus absorbing a
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large number of the helps available. The winter months of
1950 proved very trying in view of increased sickness among
patients and helps. Influenza was responsible for many absentee
helps and this resulted in a certain amount of dislocation and
delay in meeting patients’ requirements. It has also become
increasingly difficult to secure the services of the right type of
helps, but nevertheless in spite of some disappointments a
tremendous amount of good work has been done and there is
no doubt that the year on the whole has been highly
satisfactory.”

COUNTY COUNCIL OF ESSEX—WELFARE COMMITTEE

WELFARE SERVICES

Mr. G. E. Pegram, County Welfare Officer, advises as
follows :—

" The old Poor Law System has been superseded by new
legislation provided in the National Assistance Act, 1948, and
the County Council is concerned, at the present time, with two
aspects of the new Welfare Services, viz.,

(a) the provision of residential and temporary accommo-
dation, and

(b) welfare arrangements for blind and other handicapped
persons.” ’

The County Council has adopted schemes in respect of the
provision of residential and temporary accommodation, as
defined in section 21 of the National Assistance Act, 1948, and
in respect of the general welfare of blind persons coming
within the provisions of section 29 of the Act. So far no
scheme has been prepared in respect of other handicapped
persons but it is anticipated that the findings of an Advisory
Council, set up by the Ministry of Health for the purpose of
giving guidance to local authorities, will shortly be issued and
appropriate steps taken to promote a detailed scheme for the
purpose of carrying out a welfare service for handicapped
persons.

~ Statistics are appended showing the extent to which the
present services have been applied to residents within the
Borough of Walthamstow during the year 1950.

(1) Residential and Temporary Accommodation,
(2) Admitted to hostels and other residential establish-
ments : Men, 13 ; Women, 20 (including four blind
persons).

(b) Admitted to temporary accommodation : Men, 17;
Women, 31 ; Children, 42.
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(2) Blind Persons.
Number of blind persons in the Borough :—

(i) Registered as blind ... .. ks 219
(i) Partially sighted ... ... 30
(i) Defective aight i = i o — 31

all of whom are under the supervision of Home Teachers and
seven participate in the Home Workers' Scheme operated
through the agency of the London Society for Teaching and
Training the Blind.

“In addition, two blind persons are employed in the
Workshops for the Blind and during the year four were placed
in employment (open industry), the total number of Waltham-
stow residents so employed now being 17.

“In one instance only during the year did it become
necessary for the Borough to make application under section 47
of the National Assistance Act, 1948, for the removal of an
aged person to suitable accommodation. The order was made
but the actual admission did not take place until early 1951.
The person concerned would not voluntarily undertake to go
into a residential home and the necessity to take Court action
was for the reason only of securing for the person the care
and attention needed.”









