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(f) MNose and Throat Defects.—The scheme for treatment
remained the same as detailed in previous reports :—

The following table gives the number of cases treated :—

Y ear. At Connaught Hospital. Privately. Total.
1946 107 1 108
1945 38 4 42

(z) Ear Disease and Defective Hearing.—Ear Clinic. Dr.
Francis Clarke reports as follows :—

There has been a steady increase in the number of children
seen at the Ear, Nose and Throat sessions during the past year.
There were 61 cases more than in 1945. The attendances for
the various treatment prescribed and carried out at the ™ Treatment
Sessions " during the year, were also greater and more regular than
in previous years. This is naturally due to the more normal con-
ditions prevailing now than in the war years, to the more settled
pormal routine in the schools which was very much interrupted
during the war.

The Clinic has worked along the lines much as in previous
years, with some minor additions or changes in details of certain
treatments. A greatly increased use has been made of the newer
drugs, Penicillin and Sulphacetamide-Albucid, in the treatment of
acute infections, with very satisfactory results. A number of cases
of acute otorrheea (running ear) has been treated with Penicillin in
conjunction with * suction ™ as referred to in previous reports, and
practically all these cases healed up rapidly. Similar results were
obtained with Sulphacetamide-Albucid (10% sol.). In connection
with the use of these drugs and acute discharging ears, we must
again emphasise the important role of * suction " in keeping the
perforation in the drum-membrane open to allow free drainage,
and filling the infected middle ear with the medicament.

It is very satisfactory to be able to report that out of a total
of 558 new cases of school and pre-school children suffering from
ear, nose and throat affections, seen during the year there were
only twenty cases of chronic otorrhcea (running ears). This ‘= a
remarkably small number for such a large school population when
we realise that at one time this condition constituted a considerable
number of the patients seen at school clinics. We employ ionisation
in the treatment of these cases and are quite satisfied that it remains
so far (provided that the case is suitable and the technique correct)
the most rapid, effective and lasting cure for chronic otorrheea.
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Dr. Mary Wilmers was appointed to succeed Dr. Sheldon.

(k) Tuberculosis.—The number of school children examined
during the year was 182 boys and 159 girls, of which 56 boys and
41 girls were referred by the school medical staff. 91 of the cases
were sent by private practitioners and 153 were examined as
contacts.

Two cases of tuberculosis occurred at a senior school and the
usual investigations were made by the Tuberculosis Officer who
examined all staff and close contacts. This included X-ray examina-
tions and a skin test:

() Artificial Sunlight Treatment.—The number of children
treated was 273, making 2,776 attendances.

8. INFECTIOUS DISEASES

Notification in the 5-15 years age group during 1946 was as
follows, 1945 cases shown in parenthesis :—Scarlet Fever, 1235
(188) ; Diphtheria, 18 (8) ; Pneumonia, 12 (10) ; Erysipelas, nil
(1) ; Cerebro-spinal Meningitis, 2 (nil) ; Measles, 171 (242);
Whooping Cough, 46 (41); Dysentery, 9 (26): Anterior
Poliomyelitis, nil (1).

Non-notifiable infectious diseases are chiefly brought to light
by the weekly returns made by Head Teachers under the local
* Regulations as to Infectious Diseases in Schools.”
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Typhoid Fever—A boy of eleven years was admitted to
Hospital in January for investigation and treatment. Shortly after-
wards he was transferred to an Infectious Diseases Hospital as a
possible case of Typhoid Fever. The usual enquiries were carried
out.

Later the same day the District Attendance Ofhicer reported
that another boy living in the same locality was at another Hospital
as a suspected case of Typhoid.
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Since September I have had the assistance of three students,
and this enables me to increase the numbers in my classes, and have
two classes running concurrently. Up to date there have been
42 discharges 13 of which were stammerers.

I would not have been able to cope with the number needing
treatment in the Infant Schools without the help of the school
omnibus which transports 13 infant classes every week.

Infant stammering has decreased slightly, but Junior cases
have increased ; these Junior cases being the Infants of 1945.

(viii) Convalescent Home Treatment.—139 children were
sent away for treatment during 1946. There were 33 remaining
in convalescent homes and hospital schools on Decmber 31st, 1946.

14. FULL TIME COURSES OF HIGHER EDUCATION
FOR BLIND, DEAF, DEFECTIVE AND
EPILEPTIC STUDENTS

The Authority for the provision for such courses is the Essex
County Council.

15. NURSERY SCHOOL

Miss F. D. Harris the Head Teacher of the Nursery School
reports as follows :—

Apart from the first three months of the year, when there
were 33 cases of measles, three of mumps and three of whooping
~cough, the children’s health has been excellent.

Nowadays one of the chief reasons parents give for sending
their children to the Nursery School is bad housing conditions.
Many of our children come from crowded homes, where there is
no garden and where neighbours complain if the children make a
noise. It is generally recognised now that in order to develop into
mature and happy adults, children must have an environment that
allows for full all round development. This is specially necessary
during the first few years of childhood. It is obvious from our
long waiting list that many parents are unable to obtain the
advantages of a Nursery School environment for their children.
Therefore, we would urge that when labour and materials are
made available for school buildings, the erection of another Nursery
School in Walthamstow will have high priority.

16. SECONDARY, GRAMMAR & TECHNICAL SCHOOLS

(a) Dental Inspection and Treatment.—Reference has been made
in Section 7 (g) to the dental inspection and treatment of pupils
attending Secondary, Grammar and Technical Schools.





















