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PREEACE

TO THE MAYOR, ALDERMEN AND COUNCILLORS OF THE
ROYAL BOROUGH OF KINGSTON-UPON-THAMES.

ANNUAL REPORT, 1951
Mr. Mayor, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I have the honour teo present the Anmual Report om
:ha public health and sanitary circumstances of the Berough
or 1951.

It follows the =ame pattern as that for 1550 and glives
information on essential matters affecting the Publiec Health.

i%gf&gﬁlgn_- ‘ihe fifteenth cemsus of the population
of and Wales was taken in April, 1951; an interval
of twenty years after the previocus census.

The total population figure for Kingston at the date of
the 1951 census was k0,168 (18,430 males : 21,738 femalss).
This showed an increase of 0.9% in the intercemsal period
1931/1951, the population at the previous census belng
39,825 persons. It is algo interesting to note that at
the 1921 census the population was 39,514 and that from that
date until now the figure has increased by only 654 persons
in thirty years. .

It must be remembered that these census figures only relate
to the resident pepulation, and do not represent the large
day population of the town.

the population figure shown in this report under "General
S8tatistics" ie the estimated mid 1951 total of 39,920 and it
has been used in the compilation of the statistical data now
presented.

Infectious Diseage - In gemeral the health of the people
has been good.  The number of infectious diseases motified
in 1951 was higher than in 1950, but this was almost entirely
dus to a greatly increased incidence of measles and whooplng
cough. A reduction in the number of cases of searlet fever
and poliomyelitis 1s recorded. Once again, for the fourth
year in svccession, no cases of diphtheria were notified, and
further progress was made in the active immunisation and
protection of the child population against this deadly amd
disabling disease.

ecel inst Smallpox - is voluntary and a calcula-
tion uﬁuwn that En 1951 some 55% of the childrem born between

1st, July 1950 and 30th. June 1951 have been vaccinated.

L - the mimber of live birthe for 1951 1s 57k, and
compares with 619 for 1950. The Birth Rate i$ 14.39 per
1,000 of the population, compared with 14.76 for 1950.






Deaths - The number of deaths recorded in 1951 is
556 compared with 491 for 1950. This makes a Death
Rate of 13.93 for 1951 compared with 11.73 for 1950.

the excess of births over deaths was 18 compared
with 128 for the previous year. <rhis reflects to
some extent the fact that whereas the older people
stay in their existing homes for the remainder of
their lives, many of the younger, child producing
population, are being rehoused elsewhere outside the
Borough.

The number of deaths of infants under 1 year of
age in 1951 is 1k, which gives an Infant Mortality
Rate, per 1,000 live births of 2L.39 compared with
19 infant deaths and a rate of 30.69 for 1950.

1he Causeg of Death - <The main conditions causing
death as recorded in the table for 1951 are Heart
Disease - 173; Cancer - 80; and Vascular Lesions
of the Nervous System - 68,

Housing - The insistent need for additional
housing accommodation continues to be a problem
occupying much energy and attention of the Counecil.
During the year under review a contribution to the
public health was made by the completion of sixty one
housing units, 80% of which had to be constructed
outside the Borough.

As each year passes the need mentioned in my last
Report for modified housing for elderly people who
ean maintain themselves in comparative independence
increases in urgency.

I wish to record my appreciation of the help given me
by my colleagues in all departments and especially of the
public health department.

In particular I must make mention of Mr. H.T. Perry,
0.B.E., Chief Sanitary Inspector. This Report deals with
the year 1951, which is the last full year of Mr. Perry's
service, and by the time it is published Mr. Perry will
have entered his retirememt.

He is to be congratulated on completing an unusually
long period of thirty-four years service with the Corporation
during which time many and far reaching changes affecting the
public health of Kingsvon have taken place.

With our thanks to him for the part he has played in
this we add our good wishes that he enjoy a long and happy
retirement,

I respectfully acknowledge the support and
encouragement of the Chaiman and Members of the Public
Heal th Committee and the Worshipful the Mayor, Members and
Aldermen of the Council.

I have the honour to be,
Your obedient Servant,

J-w- ETARMG-
Medical O0fficer of Health.
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STAFF OF YHE PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENE

Medical Officer of Health:
J.¥. BTARKEY, M.B., Ch.B. (BEdin.) D.P.H.

Chief Sanitary Inspector:
H.T. PERRY, 0.B.E., F.S.I.A. (a) (b)

Administrative Officer:
F.D. H.A.Rm; M.R. S8an. I. (ﬂ} (bj

Additional Sanitary Inspectors:
A. m, M.E. 8an, I.
J'Bl le .ﬁjﬂp HBII:; I-'
N.L.G. TUBB, D.P.A. (Lond.) M.R. San. I.
V.H. DUNSTAN, M.R. San. I.

)
oooo

Junior Senitary Inspector:
(vacancy)

Assigtant Rodent Officer:
F.W. 8TAGGe

Clerical Staff During 1951:
M.E.POWELL, D.P.A.(Lond.)
MISS C.L. FOISTER
4 MISS V.E. NEELD
MRS. B.M. HILL
MISS J.A. DILLIWAY (Reeigned 30.3.51)
A.R. ASTON (Called for National Serviee 9.3,50)
L.A, PAIMER (Resigned 30.12.51)
. NORIHWOOD
¥.J. MITCHELL (Appointed 8.1.51 - Temporary
Vice A.R. AS1ON, H.M.F.)

Ea; Certificate as Sanitary Inspector,
b) Certificate as Meat and Foods Inspector.

# Bubject to a sharing arrangement with
Surrey County Couneil.






EECTION A.

STATISTICE AND SOCIAL CONDITI ONS
1. @Genera] Statisgtics.

Area in Acres 1,390
‘fotal Population (including Service

personnel 39,920
Number of inhabited houses (approx.) 11,509
HEateable Value - General Rata £558 ,217
S8um represented by Penny Rate & 2,279

2. Boeial Conditions.

Mr. P,R. Smith, the Manager of the lccal Employment
Exchange has kindly provided the following information
;:g:rdigg employment in Kingston and the surrounding

gtrictis.

"Unemployment during 1951 was lower, over the whole
year, than at any time since 1946. At its highest in
late January, when 83k persons - approximately 1% of the
estimated insured population - were registered, it fell
to its lowest level of 353 in July, rieing again to 640
Just before Christmas.

"The 1ittle long term unempleyment which existed was
almogt entirely limited to elderly unfit workpeople: some
70 regigtered disabled persons were registered as unemployed
at all times during the year.

“There was no change in the industries in the area
except that the aireraft industry and many engineering firme
became heavlily committed to the rearmament programme and there
wag a constant demand for skilled engineers which it was not
possible to meet. Skilled building trade operatives were
also in great demand for the greater part of the year; there
was seasonal slackness in the decorating side of the building
trade during the winter months.

"fhe demand for women for factories showed a marked
falling off towards the end of the year. Vacancies filled
during the year by the Kingston Employment Exchange in the
area Kingston, Malden, Surbiton, reddington, the Hamptons
totalled 5,591 men and 2,735 women."

Housing accommodation has been greatly enhanced by
the building of several blocks of flats, both within the
Borough and nearby.






3. Extracts from Vital Statistice of the Year.
(a) Live Birthg - fotal Male Female
Lagitimtairi---i.lfllii!!'il'llﬂl 535 251 25&-
Illﬁsitiﬂatﬂ-.-anntttt-tit-it--tt _ii _21 _lg

ok 02 22
Birth Rate (Registrar General)
per I’DDD Pﬂpulatiunii'iilllillillillllilﬂﬂi 1#-39

(b) 88111 Births - Totel Male Female
4Tl b PESRRe SRS S SR SRTOS S L | 5 6
Illegitimate.cocevesacsnnsanss minis o Ao SSar 7,

R Y- B hea ]

Rate per 1,000 total (live and still) births..... 22.16
(e) Deaths - iotal Male PFemale
556 277 279

(1) Death Rate (Registrar General) per 1,000
Pﬁpﬂlﬂtiuntintv-1rtrii-t-ﬁtiinimttiii-'i 131?3

(ii) Maternal Death Rate (deaths caused by
Pregnancy, Childbirth, Abortion).

No, of Deaths t e 00 to
ive and still) birt

1 1.70

(i11i) Infant Death Rate (deathe of all infants under
one year of age)

fotal No, of Deathg te 000 live birt
1k 24,39
Legitimate Infapts Rate per 1,000 legitimate
Neo, of Deathe live births
10 18,69
t i 0 it
Ho. of t live births
L 102.56
All infante under L weeks of age (included in above)
sotal No., of Deaths Rate per 1,000 live birthe
12 20.91
Legitimate Infants Rate per 1,000 legitimate
Wo. of Deaths ive births.
8 14.95
e S

L 102.56






The approximate infant mortality rate for 1951 and the
rates since 1946 are ghown for purposes of comparison.

1946 |1947 1948 |1949 (1950|1951

Kingston-upon-

ihemes 29 |22 | 23 | 20 | 30 | 24
England & Wales oW | 3k | 32| 30 | 29
London Area L1 T |13 29 | 26 26

It will be seen, from the following figures, that since
the war ended, the Quinguennial Infant Mortality Rate has
been more than halved.

Period Infant Mortality Rate
1921 - 1925 69
1325 = 1930 56
1931 - 1935
1936 - 1940 L6
1941 - 1945 52
1946 - 1950 25

the following are the numbers of Kingston children who
died during 1951 in the Borough before reaching the age of
one year, together with the cause of death and age:-

=
C
5 m B L)
8% sa| |28
5 g . 82| |55
I o=~ e - - - (']
llh - — ‘.ﬂ -IJ::'I-'I'I o
1% =5 cle| |=38| 8
B.Es -] - g agisl &
zotal | B §cl |§|%| |59|a|TkE|3
De
Age Deaths g‘a'ﬂm ol e °E 'g’ o8w| B
O 0 b [+ m | TR ] -Pﬂ'a 3
o+ e 43 o Cy 4+ -
lﬁgg | & b EH E o=~ &=
g'ﬂﬂl"ﬂ m i~ E i) [+] = 'E'I:Ig i~
o i 5 = B ﬁ,ﬂ [11]
788 |E|8|8(H|r|L|aB8s 8
sfd [E|B[5[5|Eu|s Eﬂﬁ g
253 (5| @|%|8|e8|8[257| 2
Bge |8 E £ 8" |g|8E | 8
Lo s | ] L] (=]
0-24 | 5 = BIES e & S (R -
hours
2L hrs. T 1 - |1 - | 2 1 1 1 -
= 1 mth.
1 mth. 2 = - 3y e ey PR b - R 1
_lﬂrr'
totals 1L 1 1|2 11 5 1 1 1 1







The infant deaths recorded during the year numbered
1k which glves an Infant Mortality Rate of 2L,39. ihis
is an encouraging figure but should be capable of further
reduction.

A study of the causes of these 14 desths, however,
does not reveal any which might have been prevented.

(iv) Other Desths. No, of %
Deaths from Cancer (all ages) 80
Deaths from Measles (all ages) )

Deaths from Whooping Cough (all ages) -
Deaths from Gastritis, Enteritie,
and Diarrhoea (under 2 years). 1

the following tables (I) (II) (III) (IV) summarise
certain vital statistics. ‘the figures in YLable (II)
are the Registrar General's estimates.

the causes of deaths shown in Table (IV) are now in

accordance with the 36 headings based on the Abbreviated
Ligt of the Intermational Btatistical Classificatiom of
Digeases, Injuries and Causes of Death. these differ
from the headings used in previous years, and, in order
to provide comparative figures the causes of death used
for 1947, 1948, and 1949, have been converted, as far

as poseible, to the new classifications.












ompa ono_o t tat 22 = il II
w8 'E 398 208 Infantile Mortality
en H :gcl:: 3 EQE BRate per 1,000 Live Births

Tar | 39 Is [god] § Ee Sy T T
W& |3 el AR | S| onShis o | Ars
1922 | 39940 [692|17.5 | 515]|12.9 61 77 7k
1923 | 40320 |[706|17.5 | 416(10.3 T3 69 60
1924 | 40430 [642|15.9 | 502|12.5 76 75 69
1925 | 40220 [599|14.9 | 454|11.1 73 75 67
1926 | 39479 |619|15.5 | 466|11.7 Th 70 6L
1927 | 39330 |517|13.1 | 486 |12.4 37 69 59
1928 | 39330 |560|14.2 | 475[12.1 69 65 67
1929 | 38760 |556|1L4.3 | 517 [13.4 56 T4 70
1930 | 38760 |553|14.3 | 423(11.0 L3 60 59
1931 | 39052 |489|12.6 | 493]12.8 57 66 65
1932 | 38250 |450|11.8 | LB0O|12.5 60 65 66
1933 | 38690 [4,70|12.2 | 4k64|12.0 59 6l 59
1934 | 38270 [470]|12.3 | 422(11.0 L5 59 67
1935 | 39030 [510|13.0 | L82[12.3 57 57 58
1936 | 39880 |573|14.4 | 502|12.6 52 59 66
1937 | 39850 (539|13.5 | 540|13.6 52 58 60
1938 | 39790 |528|13.2 | 4k68|11.8 L3 53 57
1939 | 39970 |533(13.3 | 450|11.4 26 50 48
1940 | 37430 |519|13.9 | 659|17.6 55 55 50
1941 | 35970 |520|14.5 | 525|14.6 57 59 68
1942 | 36090 |551|15.3 | 491|13.6 63 49 60
1943 | 35900 |637(17.8 | 500|13.9 L3 49 58
1944 | 34780 |578|16.6 | 47L|13.6 48 LB 61
1945 | 35760 (593|16.6 | 505(14.1 43 46 53
1946 | 39670 |[794|20.0 | L60|11.6 29 43 L1
1947 | 40780 |870|21.3 | k95|12.1 22 Al 37
1948 | L0780 [722|17.7 | 455/11.2 23 3b 3
1949 | L0660 [729(17.9 | 500(12.3 20 32 29
1950| 41950 |619(14.8 | 492|11.7 30 30 26
L~}951 39920 |574| 144 | 556|13.9 2k 29 26
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A

Birth-rates, Death-rates, and Case-rates for certain infectious

diseases in the Year 1951.

ths
Live Births
8till Births

Deaths

All Causes

ryphoid and Para-
typhold

Vhooping Cough

Diphtheria

Tuberculosis
Influenza

Smallpox

Acute Poliomyelitis
{inel. Polioence-
phalitis)

Pneumonia

Fotificati
Eﬂnrrectadi
Iypholid Fever
Paratyphoid Fever
Meningococecal
infection
Scarlet Fever
Yhooping Cough
Diphtheria
Erysipelas
Smallpox
Measles
Pneumonia
Acute Poliomye-
litie (including
polioencephalitis)
Paralytic
Non-Paralytic
Food Poisoning

ﬂeatgg.

Al Causes under
1 year of age
Enteritis and
diarrhoea under
2 years of age

Notifieaty
{Gnrreetﬂdi
Puerperal Pyrexia
and Fever

S

jm!%:hn:lx_ﬂgiyszu
148 Small-
126 C.Bs. | er towns
and Great | Resident
England | Towns in- | Pop.25,000 | Londen | KEingston
and cluding -50,000 at Adm . upon
Wales London « 1931 Census | County fhemes
Rates per 1,000 Home Population
15.5 17.3 16.7 17.8 1k,
0.36 0.45 0.38 0. 37 0.33
12.5 13.4 12.5 15.1 13.9
0.00 0,00 0.00 - 0,00
0.01 0.01 0.0 0,01 0,00
0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0,00
0.%1 0.37 0.39 0.38 0.33
0.38 0.36 0.38 0.23 0.27
'DIDD U-ﬂﬂ ﬂ‘ﬂﬂ — 01-00
0.00 0.01 0.01 0.00 0.00
0.61 0.65 0.63% 0.61 1.05
0.00 0.00 0.00 0.01 0.00
0.02 0.03 0.02 0.01 0.00
0.03% 004 0.0% 0,03 0,00
1:11 1:20 1.20 1.10 D.Sg
3.87 3.62 k.00 3.11 5.5
0.02 0.02 0.0% 0.01 0.00
0.1k 0,15 0.12 0.15 0,02
0.00 0.00 0.00 - 0.00
0.99 1.04 0.96 0.72 0.10
0.03 0.03 0.03 0.02 0.00
0.02 0,02 0.03 0.02 0.00
0,13 0.15 0.08 0.23 0.13%
Rates per 1,000 Live Births
29.6(a) 3.9 27 .6 26.54 2L.3
1.4 1.6 1.0 0.7 Laf
Rates ppr 1,000 rofal (Live and| Still Births)
10.66 1377 8.08 1L.90 23.85

Provisional figures based on

(a) Per 1,000 related live births.







c

eg Death

Registrar General's Yables

1947

1948

1949

1950

1951

M

F

R

¥

.H
l'ﬂﬂl

All Cauges

Tuberculosis, respiratory
Tuberculogis, other......
8yphilitic disease...css.
'Diphf-haril...n...-.q-...
Yhooping Coughsccosssoses
¥eningoeoceal infections
Acute Poliomyelitis......
HE&BL&S--“-.---....---...
Other infective and para-

Hitil‘. ﬂiBEﬂHBﬂ--f llllll e
Malignant necplasm,

Btamehll-pifqil-i-tilliii
Malignant neoplaem, lung,

bmnchuaiii#‘#iiiliiﬁll'l'!
Malignant neoplasm,

O A e e ®
¥alignant neoplasm, breast
Other maligrent and

lymphatic neoplasmS.....%
Leukaemia, aleukaemia....®
Bi&bataaliiiiliii-lllllliilll
Vascular lesions of

nﬂr"fﬂUE B}rat&mlll'-""lll
Coronary disease, angina
Hypertension with heart

Q180880 cessassnnss e
Other heart diseasB....s
Other circulatory disease
Influmza'oi--111-#----'-!
Pnﬂm:mia;....;... ------ e
Bruncmtiﬂqlutiviﬂ*l-diliil-
Other diseases of respira-

tU'IT Brﬂtmfiiiilﬁ---ll'l

Uleer of stomach and

AUOGATIIN G o' o't s asss o s b aains
Gastritis, enteritis, and

di&rrhuea-i-iﬁipitinn-ibi

Nephritis and nephrosis...
Hyperplasia of prostate..®
Pregnancy, childbirth,

ahnrt‘imir!tvt-ii+11-4i¢-

Congenital malformations..
Other defined and il11-

ﬂﬂfi‘nﬂﬂ dieeages.ccssscs o E
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Gene Provision Health Ser

1. (i) Public Health Officers.

The staff of the Public Health Departiment is as shown in
the preface to the report, where changes during the year have
been recorded.

(11) Laboratory Facilities.

During 1951 bacteridogical examinationg were carried out
by Dr. D.S. Murray at the Laboratory, 37 Coombe Road, as part
of a pathologlcal service administered by the South Western
Metropolitan Regional Hospital Board. In addition, the
Ministry of Health Laboratory at Epsom is awvailable for
consultations and, if an occasion should arise, for the
investigation of any important outbreaks of disease.

ihe presence of the laboratory in Kingston Hospital is of
great value in helping to identify and control outbreaks of
infection when they occur. this service, throughout the year
is gratefully acknowledged.

Bacteriologleal examinations of milk are also undertaken
by the Ministry of Health Laboratory, Epsom, and by the Clinical
Regearch Agsociation, and samples under the Food and Drugse Acts
are gpubtmitted to the Public Analyst.

(111) Awbulance Facilities.

Ambulance facilities are provided by the Surrey County Couneil
Anbulance Service.

(iv) Hogpitals.

(a) Infectious Diseases.

the Bouth Western Metropolitan Regional Hospital Board is
regponsible for the provision of beds for cases of infectious
digeage. Patients are admitted directly to tolworth Isolation
Hogpital, which is under the direction of the Medical Superintendent
of Kingaston Hospital.

On occasions, when beds are not available, admittance is
arranged with the South Middlesex Hospital, and in the event of
beds not being available there, the removal is put into the
hands of the South Western Branch of the Emergency Bed Service
which operates in econjunction with the Local Authorities and
Hogpital Boards. During the year 36 infectious disease cases
were gent to hospital for treatment, or diagnesis, as follows,

A further LO cases (of Puerperal Pyrexia) were treated in Kingston
Hospital, having been notified from there.

2o rolworth Isolation Hospital ..ccesvsconsselT
G‘mﬂ‘ Hu'ﬂpit-ﬂlp Ihontingtillllllittlillllilli 3
Iinsﬂtﬂn Hnwitnlﬂ'f"#‘?il'!‘""‘!"l"lF#ﬂ"‘h}!
SuAfington HaBplbal .. 6wk o5 cuse ains b 1
thameg Ditton Hogpital.cceovsas Rk, |
Queen Mary's Hospital, Carshaltof...ccee.s 1

% This nmumber includes L4LO cases of Puerparﬁl Pyrexia already
in Kingston Hospital and notified as Puerperal Fyrexia from
there.
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(v) Smallpox.
No cases cccurred in the Borough during the year.

Arrangements are in existence whereby the first cases
that may occur are to be admitted to the Joyce Green Hospital,
Dartford, Kent, after consultation with a pamed smallpox
consultant. thig hospital is always stafiding by to receive
any such cases within a defined area, which includes Kingston,
and the above arrangements are adequate to cover any initial
emergency action.

(e) Generel.

fhe main General Hogpital situated in the Borough available
for the distriet is the Kingston Hospital, Wolwverton Avenue,
Kingston-upon-rhames (telephone KINgsion 5692). this is a
large comprehensive General Hospital with a full range of general
and special departments.

It has also & busy and highly organised Out-Patient Department
fully supported to meet all surgical, medical, and psychological
enmergenclies.

2 NHational Assistence Ac 1 -
Hational Assigtanc t) Ae u

Under Section 47 of the 1948 Act, a Local Authority is
empowered to apply to a Court of Summary Jurisdiction, to have
removed to a suitable premises, persons in need of care and
attention.

the 1951 Act enables local authorities to deal more
expeditiously with such persons by facilitating an initial
removal, for a period not exceeding three weeks, during which
time arrangements may be made under the earlier Act for more
prolonged removal, should that be required.

It was necesgsary to have removed to Hospital without delay
an elderly lady (84) living alone, who being aged, infirmm,
vhysically incapacitated, and living in insanitary conditions,
was unable to devote to herself, and was not recelving from
other persons, proper care and attention. A certificate was
igsued by the Medical Officer of Health and another registered.
medical practitioner, a Court Order obtained, and the removal
effected. 1his action was taken under the National Assiastance
(Amendment ) Act, 1951, and the Order made was valid for a period
not exceeding three weeks.

Subsequently the Yown Council authorised application to the
Court for a further Order, for a period not exceeding three months,
under the 1948 Aet. Lthie extra action was not necessary, the
0ld lady remaining in hospital as a voluntary chronic sick patient
after the period of her compulsory removal had expired.

A number of geriatric cases were referred to the Medical
Officer during the year, and suitable advice and action was
arranged in each.

A close working co-operation now exists between the Physiecian
Superintendent of Kingston Hospital, the Divisional Welfare Officer,
the local doctors, and your Medical Officer. ‘this has facilitated
the gaining of hospital beds for a few of the more needy cases.

Use is also made of powers to ensurée that homes are kKept in
a8 good state of repair, and to deal with the cleansing of verminous
persong and effects. vhe Sanitary Inspectors carry out unremitting
work in thie direction, and every reported case of an aged psrson
living in unsatisfactory conditions receives full investigation.







e

ANNUAL REPOR: OF tHE CHIEF SANI¥ARY INSPECTOR
FOR 1HE YEAR

To the Mayor, Aldermen and Councillors
of the Royal Borough of Kingston-upon-thames.

Mr. Mayor, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I have the honour to present for your consideration the
Annual Report on the work of your sanitary inspectors for the
year 1951.

It is the thirty-third such Report I have been privileged
to submit teo your Corporation. It is my valedictory statement
and for this reason I may be permitted to write a little more
than is customary in this introduection.

Much water has flowed under Kingston Bridge since I was
appointed your sanitary inspector 34 years ago. Looking back
over those eventful years perhaps I would like to refer to a
few matters which I feel are worthy of recollection.

My predecessor apparently confined Himself, during his
twenty-five years service, to the abatement of such nulsances
as arose from choked drains, accumulations of manure, etc.
I recall very clearly his daily peregrinations around the town
accompanied by an assistant who carried a bucket which contained
so-called disinfectant powder. this powder was sprinkled around
in the evil smelling back yards and urinals which abounded at
the time. It had the temporary effect of smothering the emell,
and it had the advantage of economy, as the powder was mainly
brickdust to which some pine or other similar fluid had been
added. It seemed to satisfy quite a few people and not least
certain prominent lecal folk who were in the habit of sending
periodically for a supply of this powder to "disinfect” their
eshpits, (galvanised dustbins were then extremsly rare).

+hat my predecessor must have devoted some time to house
repairs is almost certain, but it must have been lictle in
extent. Fo records of any such inspections or indeed of any
other work carried out over the previous quarter of a century
were made available to me. Kingston had passed through what
might have been described as a dark age. How much lighuer iz
became in the subsequent years I leave to those to assess who
were knowledgeable of the past and who may have been interested
lookers-on over the course of the years.

In thoge days the houses in St. Peter's Road, then known as
Asylum Road, were let off room by room and each to a separate
family. ‘they were farmed out by the leaseholder mainly to
Italian landlords who paid a rent of about 12s. weekly for each
house. In turn these astute people let the rooms at renis
which produced for them very handsome profits. the Italians
lived in the road and were always on the spot each week to
collect the rents, which was something the real owner had
seldom succeeded in doing. this Italian colony had settled
in Asylum Road when it was removed from what was known as
"+he Back Streets™ near Kingston Bridge. Their other source
of livelihood was the sale of ice-cream in Summer and roast
chestnuts in Winter. Both of these commodities were prepared
and stored in the houses; so were their gaudy vehicles and the
animals which drew them housed on their premises, and it was a
common sight to see the hind part of donkey disappearing through
the front door on its way to a shed in the back yard.
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Despite what I have written these Italian folk were much cleaner
in their own rooms than most of their nomadic tenants, they
were law-abiding thrifty folk, honest in business and apart from
the rentals charged they were probably better landlords than the
actual owners.

My recollections of Asylum Road remind me of one of the
blggest social changes which has taken place, hardly noticed by
mogt folk, during the past few decades. I refer to bed-bugs and
other similar vermin. Gradually, almost imperceptibly, an
improvement took place and whereas it was once a common ocourrence
to find houses heavily infested with bugs and fleas, and persons,
less frequently, with lice, it is now as rare as it was once so
common . Ingpection of houses under such conditions was a very
unpleasant duty. ‘The bugs had a way of dropping on to unsuspecting
persons who stood in the doorways of bedrooms, and fleas seemed to
welcome a change of host. My experiences of these warious types
of vermin are many, but the details are too unsavoury for repétition
here. ‘the work of health education (which is nothing new to
sanitary inspectors, for they have practised it in the course of
their duties over many years) is doubtless responsible to a
conslderable degree for the remarkable improvement. the other
main cause is the improvement in the general standard of living
which has been equally spectacular except in the eyes of those
people who persist in referring to the "good old days". It has
been my lot to work amongst the people (of all classes) for the
past L5 years, and I have no hesitation whatever in saying that
for the labouring or working classes, as they were then known,
they were not good days.

In the matter of house drainage there was much to do in
Kingston thirty years ago. there was no systematic supervision
over, and testing of, new drainage systems. Indeed one seldom
wag informed of proposed works and the first intimation of drainage
works was the builder's truck outside a house and the usual pipes
and impedimenta associated with such work. Owners of property
Were reluctant to seek the help of the snitary inspector far
fear of being called upon to expend large sums of money on what
they regarded as unnecessary refinements. Gradually this feeling
was removed. Owners found that they were actually protected
against the wiles of the ignorant jobbing man if the assistance
of the sanitary inspector was sought at the outset. Not always
was the result so satisfactory. 1 remember the occasion when
a large house on Kingston Hill had to be redrained. The owner
wag advised to use methods which would have prevented fracture of
the pipes in the event of drought causing shrinkage of the heavy
clay sub-goil. Lhe extra cost involved might have been abous
8% of the cost of the works. <he advice was not acted upon and
8 few years later, when the owner died and the estate had to be
80ld, the new owner required the executors to reconstruct the
whole of the system under the terms of the conitract for sale,

In the intervening years there had occurred one of the long periods
of drought.

It was not only the private owner who showed reluctance to bring
about improvements. It 1s on record that in several parts of the
town sites of groups of houses were periodically subjected to floodin
from foul water sewers which were laid under the private ground.

The condition of these houses had to be seen to be realised.

The ground around some of the houses was soaked with sewage and
the atmosphere was foetid., Heavy boots and leggings (before the
use of rubber boots) were essential before one could walk over
the gardens. Apparently it was considered an impracticable task
10 remove the basic causes of the flooding and that was the reply
I received when the matter was first reported. +hat it was &
heavy task I had no doubt, but I declined to believe that it was
an imposgsible one. the reader need not be wearied with all the
details. Suffice it Lo say that eventually I was given authority
to try to remedy these very insanitary conditions. :
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I believe there was a fear that the proposed action would involve
the Corporatibn in considerable expense, ‘the tagk proved by no
manner of means an easy one, All the owners concerned were
brought together and the necessary plans were prepared and laid
before them. Patience and persistence brought their reward and
the firgt area lying between the two arms of Washington Road,
Worbiton, was in due course freed from this constant threat of
flooding. A similar case in Elm Crescent which involved
properties also in Canbury Park Road and Cowleaze Road was

later dealt with in the same manner. All this work was completed
without expenditure by the Corporation. I recall with pleasure
the comments of the then Chairman of the Sanitary and Drainage
Committee and the relief and obvious pleasure shown by the tenants
of the houses.

But all the difficulties which confronted a new-comer to
Kingston in those early years were not limited to housing and
sanitation in the popular sense. Many moons before ny appolniment
here I had heamstories in the London Merkets of the ease with
which unfit meat could be disposed of in Kingston. I thought
they were wildly exaggerated - until after I took up my appointment.
I found that there had been no inspection of meat by the depariment
except when the condition of the food was s¢ bad that the butcher
concerned had no alternative but to surrender it for destruction.

No meat had been known to have been condemned ag the result of
postmortem inspections at the slaughterhouges which numbered

eight or more at that time. Indeed, the occupier of one slaughtering
establishment gave as his reason for refusing me admission that he
had occupied the place for fifteen years and during that time no
sanitary inspector, or other officer, had sought to inspect the

place or his meat! In the face of strong opposition from a section
of the trade it reguired gquite a consgiderable amount of determination
if I were to have any hope of success. I recall one very highly
regpected Alderman of the Corporation expressing profound concern
when he realiged that several tons of dissased meat had been found

on various premises in the town over a periocd of less than one

year. He wondered what had happened to similar guantities of

unfit meat in previons years. the flles and records contain

details of much activisy which limitation of space prevents

inclusion here. It is true to sy that today Kingsion posBeases

a reputation second to none in the matter of disease-free foods.

¥hilst on this subject of food, I feel that I might with
appropriate reserve, express my pleagure, Which I am gure is shared
by all, that this town hag been spared the crdeal of a serious
outbreak of food poisoning during the period of my service. Long
may such a state of affairs continue. An achievement such as
thig is not the result of efforts by an individual. It is due in
great measure to the work of educating the public and the food
iraders over a long number Of years in this almost hackneyed gubject
of clean and safe food handling. It is work that has been continued
without break over the past thirty years. YLoday we are reaping the
reward and the state of the food shops in this town has received
favourable mention in the natiomal press. I am grateful to the
managements and staffs of all food shops for their ready co-
opération without which this town could not have reached so high
2 gtandard.

Much of what has been written above will be new to the majority
of the present Corporation. I crave the indulgence of those members
t0 whom the facte were already known. ‘'he scope of the dutles of
the modern sanitary inspector is so wide and much of the work is of
such an unspectacular character that it is not gurprising that the
public generally remains unaware of what is done to create and
maintain a healthy enviromment. Of necessity many of the duties
are carried out quietly and unobgrusively. = ]
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SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES.
Section C.

1. WATER SUFPLY.

The town's water supply is provided by the Metropolitan
Water Board who maintain constant supervision over the
purity of the supply.

At the end of 1950 there was only one house in the
Borough known to be dependent upon a well for the supply of
water for domestic purposes. During the year unsatisfactory
bacteriological and chemical samples were obtained from this
well supply, end at the end of the year, negotiations were
taking place with the owner/occupier for the provision of a
supply from the Water Board's mains.

(Note = 8ince the end of the year your Committee very kindly
gave special attention to this case which presented special
difficulties. As the resulty your Corporation decided to
prﬁVid? the house with a supply of water from the Board'e
mains.

Well water is used for industrial purposes at certain
factories in the town. g

2. DRAINAGE AND SEWERAGE.

I am informed by the Borough Surveyor that the position
regarding disposal of sewage remains as lasf ye&ar, namely,
that the sewage from the Borough is pumped across the river
into a sewer in the Teddington area, for treatment at the
Mogden Disposal Works of the West Middlesex Main Drainage
Board. This arrangement is, of course, a temporary one
pending completion of the Hogsmill Valley Joint Sewerage
Board's scheme for the construction of new sewage dispoeal
Works.

3. RIVERS AND STREAMS.

The River Thames forms the Western boundary of the
Borough and this river ie under the control of the Thames
Conservancy Board. The Hogsmill River, a tributary of the
Thamea, flows through the Borough. A section of the improve-
ment scheme prepared by the Surrey County Council for
:traightaning the line of the Hogemill was completed during

he year.

Motor launches and houseboats on the Thames continued to
provide living accommodation for many families. It does not
esem likely that there will be any decrease in the numbers
of folk making use of this kind of dwelling until more houses
become available. Even so, life on river craft will always
prove attractive to some people, and continued use of the
limited mooring accommodation may be expected.

L. CLOSET ACCOMMODATION.

All eclosete in connection with dwelling houses in the
Borough are on the water carriage system.






17

5. PUBLIC CLEANSING.

The Borough Surveyor is responsible for the collection
and dispoeal a house and trade refuse. He states that the
disposal methode of burning and controlled tipping continued
during January and February. On March lst, 1951 an experi-
mental scheme was commenced of controlled tipping into a
worked-out gravel pit situate at Thorpe, in the area of the
Egham Urban Distriet Counecil. Refuse from thie Borough and
the adjoining Boroughs of Malden & Coombe and Surbiton is
transported by road to the gravel pit at Thorpe in large
vehicles from a central loading point at the Kingston Refuse
Destructor, Villiers Hoad. Approximately 10,000 tons of
refuse per annum is sent from this Borough. Any excess
refuse is disposed of by controlled tipping. The Corporation's
refuse destructor has not operated since 1lst March, 1951.
During the year no complaints were received in respect of
any refuee tip in the Borough.

6. SANITARY INSPECTION OF THE AREA,

The following is a tabulated list of visits and inspec-
tions which totalled 7,228:-

House inspection, defects, 8tC. cecseeses 635

DPRIBRGE vaisecde dadWin B 0 e R Pae owaad ETRE
Reinspections and Worke in Progress .....3,322
Faokorios covcvrevns sissinuiivnmsnsionsans 352
mt'nrkerﬂ e EREOSD RS EE B e e e e e j‘l
Dﬂir‘iﬂﬂ '&tc-l S D® R s SRR R E s EE e R EEw R l|-5
Fﬁﬂﬂ Pr"ﬂmj.ﬂﬂﬂ- ‘-.'l-'.i‘!‘l!!l-lll-llll--llii[‘l Ehﬁ
ID-Enq‘Jirieﬂ LB LB B @8 & & F bR R ?5
Theatre8 secccccecsascasnssrsunesnans viees

Verminous Premises .ccocevsseccescnracars

Rnﬂent unntrol BEDER BT RE RE A RE A e e 15h
shDPE.ﬁﬂt LB N B B R R B R B N R B B R U R B NI A 255
E'ﬂhﬂﬂlﬂ eSS SRR S S e RE e s R B EE P DR J-I-D

Hﬂ-rkﬂtﬁ b h oSO8 aSs 50 B LI R R R R B R EE
MigcellaneonuB ssssesssssscss T e 172
15228
NOTICES SERVED.
Informal.
Eai Lyt e SRR S e R
wriﬂtﬂn LR R RN R R R B R R B B R o e

Btatutorz.

Ea; HoRElng AOEE o oo verevahnsnenansnen | WL
b) Public Health ActB .....ccu:in.e s | LR

NOTICES COMPLIED WITH.

Informal.
a Varbal cieesanea LR I AR A R N m‘-l
b Hrittﬂnd lllllllllllll CRC T I R I
Statutory.
Houaing Actl ...cov-sv=s- P — Nil

Publie Health Acte ..cccsssanns e Nil
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7. SHOPS AND OFFICES.

The Shops Act, 1950 which came into operation on the lst
October, 1950, has become the main Statute conirolling the
arrangements for the health and welfare of shop workers.
Working conditions in the majority of shops are kept up to a
satisfactory standard. When change of occupier takes place or
when structural alterations are proposed, the provisions of
the Shops Act, 1950 are borne in mind during discussions with
managements or owners. The Sanitary Inspectors are also
responsible for the administration of the law releting to shop
hourse, including early closing and Sunday trading.

Contraventions of the law have been observed in a few
cases. The informal action taken proved successful. It is,
however, necessary to maintain constant cobservation to ensure
compliance with the law. This is essential in the interests
of the traders themselves in order to maintain fair con-
ditions for all. It is equally important from the Shop
Assistants' point of view particularly in respect of hours
of work and the welfare conditions.

There has, as yet, been no general inspection of office
accommodation in the Boroughe. Individual premises are
inspected as occasion demands. The general standard of offices
in the town is reasonably good, and the time required for a
more detailed examination can be employed more usefully in
other directions.

8. FACTORIES ACT, 1937.

The following are the particulars required to be
furnished to the Ministry of Labour and National Service
respecting matters dealt with by the Corporation under Parts
I and VIII of the Factories Act.

PART I OF THE ACT.

1. INSPECTIONS.

No.on | qu%ar of
Premises Register r en [Prosecu-

Inspections |Notices | tions

Factories in which
Secs.1,2,3,4 & 6

are enforced by the
Corporation. 76 72 1 -

Factories not in-
cluded above in

Which 8Sec.7 iz en-
forced by Corpn. 281 270 7 =

Other premises ex-
cluding outworkers 6 10 -~ =







2. CASES IN WHICH DEFECTE WERE FOUND.
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No. of cases _in which defects Enunﬂ
farre . O
Particulars |Found | Reme- | To H.Mi; By H.M.[Prose-
died Inepec- |Inspec- |cutions
tor tor.
Want of ¢leanliness 1 1 - = -
Overcrowding = - - - -
Unreasonable Tempera=-
ture. 1 1 - ' A ! -
Inadequate Ventilation 1 1 1 - -
Sanitary Convenisnces
a) Insufficient 2 2 - 1 -
b) Unsuitable or
defective L L - 1 -
(c) No ventilated
space or l1lobby - - - - -
(d) Lighting
(absencé of) 2 1 - 1 -
Others 2 2 - - -
|
PART VIII OF THE ACT.
Cutwork.
Nature of Work No. of Outworkers.

Wearing Apparel =

Making ete. &
Brass and brass

apticles 31
Cardboard Boxes 1

38

9. CAMPING SITES.

At the end of 1950, caravans, to the occupiers of which

licences had been issued, were stationed at the following sites:-

Site of Nos. 22 and 23, Gordon Road (demolished houses)
Rear of No. 222, Park Road.

In March 1951 the licence in respect of the site in Gordon
Road was withdrawn by the Corporation owing to non-compliance
with the conditions laid down at the time the application was
granted in September, 1950. In November 1951 an appliecation
Was made by another person to station a caravan on the same
8ite, and approval was given, subjesct to the same conditiors as
before. The land, however, had not been used as a caravan site
by the end of the year.

In addition to the above-mentioned 1licences, occupiers of
caravans were also licensed to station them at the following
additional sites:-
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Rear of Nos. 10/13, Market Place, and
Ad joining No. 38, Chestnut Road.

When applications for licences are received there is com=
plete co-operation with the Town Planning Authority from whom
separate permission must be obtained before the sites may be used.

10. ATMOSPHERIC POLLUTION AND SMOKE ABATEMENT.

There is a tendency in some gquarters to discountenance the
real importance of this subject, Why thie course is taken it
is difficult to say, more especially in view of the considered
opinion of medical authorities aes, for example, Dr.Pster
Kerley, C.V.0.,C.B.E.

In an address to a London audience he made it perfecily
clear that in his opinion there is a direet relationship
between atmospheric pollution and disease of the lung. There
is ample evidence of the higher incidence of certain diseases
in industrial areas compared with rural areas. Apart, howsver,
from thet aspect of the subject, surely no well-informed
person can justifiably decry this work; which aims at a
cleaner, more comfortable, environment. It may be sald that
Greater London would soon become far less desirable as a
residential area if all the efforts now being made to reduce
atmoepheric pollution were to cease. Bmoke knows no
atmospheric boundary. That which is produced in the
industrial part of the East End may obliterate the sunshine in
the skies of this less industrialised area if the wind is in
the right quarter. Indeed this is known to occur from time
to time and what a diesmal picture is then presented.

The Corporation of Kingeton-upon-Thames is to be con-
gratulated for the support it has given to the work of smoke
abatement in the past years and for the interest which con-
timues to be shown.

In submitting this Report it should be noted that
reference is made, for comparison purposes, to data covering
periods other than the year 1 95l.

During 1951 no marked improvement was noted in the
quality of the available coal either for industrial or for
domestic use. It varied considerably from time to time but
géeldom rose above what could be described as a desirable
average gquality.

In comnnection with industrial undertakings, the con-
tinued shortage of steel, and the rising costs, to say nothing
about transport delays, did not tend to expedite ths work of
replacing steam raising plant or the supply and replacement
of grit arrester equipment.

, But smoke abatement does not depend entirely on such
matters. Attention has been directed frequently to the

guestion of proper stoking. Unskilled stoking is an expensive
way to raise steam. Not only may the consumption of fuel be
raised by as much as 15% above what is necessary for the purpose,
but the amount of grit and smoke will almost certainly be
proportionately higher. Hence a well trained efficient

stoker is an essential member of the staff.









In a samewhat similar way the thoughtless housewife may
burn coal uneconomically. there are so many appliances avallable
for the efficient burning of coal in domestic fires that there is
really 1little excuse for the old fashioned metheod to be contimued,
Yet the placing of large lumps of coal on a low fire inevitably
results in the formation of smoke and, regrettably, it remains a
common errér. ‘‘he socoty smoke from the ordinary open domestic
fire is a far greater menace than the gases from an indusirial
chimney. It is also far more wagteful, as such a fire is only
up to about 25% efficient from a heating poimt of view, and, in
addition, the soot which is produced contains valuable ingredients
which are wasted.

Under present difficult economic circumstances, it 1s essen
that all those who are in a position to assist in the reduction of
atmospheric polluvion should work steadily and constantly to this
end, No opportunity must be lost of making the public conscious
of the wastage and its attendant evil results.

Standard Geuges for Measuring Deposited Matter.

It should be remembered that, although standard deposit

eg are a ugeful means of measuring atmospheric pollutiom,
it may be dangerous and even misleading to draw firm conclusglions
from the readings until the data available covers a period of at
least five years. this period is necessary in order to smooth
out fluctuations due to weather changes (rain, wind speed and
direction) and small exceptional variations in the sources of
pollution. When such a period has elapsed, iu should be possible
to mgsess the seasonal trend and to form a more accurate estimate
of the true average deposii for the Borough. In the following
paragraphs refersnces to Stations "A" "B" and "C" refer to sites
of standard deposit gauges installed and maintained by the
Corporation.

It was pointed out in the Annual Report for 1950 that
although Stations "A" and "B" lie in the same wind sector and
have only slightly varying average rain=falls, viz. 2.69" and
2.48", the average deposit varied considerably - 22.19 tomns
compared with 12.47 tons. rhis fact emphasizes three pointe:-

(a) the deposit of insoluble solids (griv amnd ash, etc. )
decreases rapidly with increaged distances from the

BOUrCE .

(b) rhe influence of wind speed on the distance over which
the deposit is air-borme.

(e) rhe known fact that deposit is less in quantity ina
given area in an open spmes than in one closely
surrounded by trees or buildings of varying height.

In the last Annual Report mention was made that the British
Electricity Authority had set up several stations within the
Borough, but that sufficient data from the observations made a%
these stations was not available, Details are available now for
the 10 months Jamuary/October, 1951, and they afford valuable
additional infermation by which to assess lhe general posi tion.
The monthly averages for these stations show results which were
to be expected, having regard to thelr positions in relation Tor
their respective distances from, the main sources of pollution.
+hat the main area of originm of pollutien is that which extends
porthward from the railway and which inecludes the Electricity
Works and tvhe Gas Works is confirmed by & reasomable interpreta
of the data. It also appears to show, at least to some degref
rain-fall and wind direction have a direet influence upon vhe
of recorded deposit. Firm conclusions, however, must not beT
until a longer period of observations has been completed.
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It is interesting to note that none of the B.E.A. stations gave
an average amount of deposit higher than the Corporation's
three gave an average amount higher than Sations "B"

S8tation "AY;
and "C";
'I'IAII HBII or HGH

and one gave an average less than that of Btation either

vhe monthly average total solids deposited during 1951 for
8tation "A" was 22.19 tone - an increage over the average for
1950 of omly 0.03 tons, but an increase of 1.79 tons over the
figure for 1949.

ﬁepﬂui'r. R Wind Di i Rainfall
10N per sq. mile rection 8
1951 E;rﬁ-  Ho.0 No. in
uble [Soluble| rotval |Observa-| of times | Inches
Solids|Sclids |go1ids| vioms |SE - SW
Jamary 14.7 | 12.8 27 . 5% 95 L2 3.09%
March 1.3 B g 22 .8% 93 21 2.99%
April 15.1 Ts 22.7%| 90 27 2.64=
June 1]]-- Le?2 1&.& a0 2? U‘-BE
July 13.8 T+6 21. L 93 27 1.08
Augast 16.0 T3 23,3% 93 67 2.81%
September 14 .8 6.9 s ) 90 L9 2 .66%
October 9.79] 3.25 | 13.04 93 60 0.78
November 10,77] 10.77 | 21.5k 90 L9 5.9
| December 9,55 BH.4h2 | 14,97 93 60 2,09 |
Totals 172.11| 9424 | 266435 323k
E!EHEQ laﬂ-_ 7 'E 22112 -E
= Above monthly averages of rainfall and deposit.
Station "A"
Copparative rable — Years 1949, 1950, and 1951
1 Deposgiv in rons per sg. Mile
19459 1950 1951
Q8 [Quarteriy[Cumulative|Quarterly| Cumulative| Quarterly |Cumulative
toval | ‘rotal roral rotal Total toval
1st | L7.52 L7.52 58.81 58.81 9l.5 91.5
2nd | 64.65 112.17 61.99 120.80 58.9 150.4
3rd 62,03 17L4.10 T3.20 194.00 66 .4 216.8 °
Wth| 70.77 244,87 72.00 266 .00 4L9.55 266.35
Ein ing. 19.05 25.70 T2 .3







The foregoing tables show the details for this station
together with comparisons for the preceding two years. It
may be noted that the total solids deposited for the year
1950 compared with 1951 vary by less than half a ton. The
respective quarterly totals for the two years varied consider-
ably, there being a heavy increase in the first guarter of
1951, probably due to the abnormally high rain-fall of 5.68"
in Pebruary 1951. The middle two gquarters show only slight
variation. In the last guarter of 1951 there was a heavy
reduction compared with the corresponding quarter of 1950
vizg:- 49.55 tone against 72.00 tons, & dexease all the
more surprising in view of the fact that the rain-fall in
November, 1951 was the heaviest monthly rain-fall (5.94")
recorded since observations began.

The folllowing table covers three specific monthe and ie
included to demonstrate how unwise it may be to draw
definite conclusions from isolated monthly data.

Deposit Rain | Wipd Heading
Applicable
November 1950 21.40 5020 ‘27
February 1951 41.20 5.68 51
November 1951 21.54 5.94 L9

The deposit at station "A" for February 1951 was the
second highest ever recorded, being 41.20 tons per square mile.
There was no simple explanation for this abnormally high
deposit. Throughout the year the deposit of insoluble solids
exceeded the deposit of soluble solids, the respective totals
for the year being in the ratio of about 2 to 1. This was to
be expected in view of the proximity of this station %o
potential sources of heavy pollution.

TIFFIN GIRLS' SCHOOL - Station "B".
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Deposit in
Tons per 8q. mile Wind Direction | Rainfall
1951 Insol- O« O No. in
uble |Soluble |Total Observa-|of times Inches
Solids [Solids |Solids| tions |S.E.-S.W.
January u.g 8.6 13. 93 y2 2. 83x
Fe‘bruarr 5- 11¢E 1?4 'ﬂ* 51 h--! 9?!
March 5.9 8.4 4.3 93 21 2.72m
April 7.8 Be 4.3 S0 27 2.52=
May 5.8 6.9 12, 93 20 1,590
June 6.8 Gel 11.9 20 27 0. 86
July 6.6 T3 13. 93 27 1.09
August 3.5 a2 10.7 93 67 2, H2%
September L1 N 10.7 90 L9 2.57=
October Ge2lt | L4o25 9.49 93 60 D.72
November 3.45| B.63 | 12.08 90 %g 5.135x%
December 2.75] 5.87 8,62 93 0 .
Totala 62.64 | B6.95 (1L49.59 2?.?2
Average 12;1 5.22 | Ts24 | 12. ot 21 |1
Average Jul-
___Dec.1951 | L.27] 6.64 | 10.91 il 232
Average Jul=-
Dﬂ‘ﬂi 195‘” 51- 2? 9' Il lh- 9E| gi EE

% Above monthly averages of rainfall and deposit.






Station "BY.

1951
o b

18t | U45.2 45.2

2na | 38.9 8ls. 1

3ra | 35.3 119.4

Lth 30.19 149.59

This station was established in July 1950 and true
comparison can be made only for the periode July/December
in the two years 1950 and 1951.
considerable reduction in the monthly average deposit,
although the rain-fall and wind readings varied little
compared with the figures feor 1950.

The year 1951 shows a

At this station the deposit of soluble solids exceeds
that of insoluble solids for 9 months of the year, the totals
being in the ratio of 7 to 5 - a reversal of the relation-
ship ab station "A". This again was expected; in view of the
position of the gauge on the roof of a building in & large

open aresa,

CEMETERY - Station "(C".

Depoeit in J

Tons per sg.mile Wind Direction | Rainfal
1951 Insol- No. of No. in

uble |8oluble| Total Pbeserva-|of timed Inches

Slids [Solids | Solids| tions |[SE - SW.

January 3.2 6.6 9.8 | 93 31 2.82x%

February B 79 135 8l 8 5,28x%

Mareh 7.0 6.3 13.3% 93 22 2.71%
April 8.1 Bl 15.2 Q0 18 2.48
May Tl Ba.ly 13.8% 93 8 1.91
June T=5 5.8 13.3% 90 16 0. 89
July 7.8 6.6 1h. 93 51 1.15

August 4.0 Tl 11.4 93 20 2. 84

Eﬂptembﬂ!' 5-2 9.5 lkbE 90 lﬂ 20—7?-‘
October 5. 80 L.15 9.95 93 15 0.72

November Je57 T-51 | 11.08] 90 9 5.20=
December 2¢31I- J-hj‘:" 6-5“- 93 10 l-BE
Tﬂtalﬂ E?lﬂl ??135 lhil--}? 391?1
Average ;EE1 5. 58 6.4L | 12.03| 2.56

Average Jul-
Daa.;ﬂgl L.78 6.58 | 11.33] 2.64
Average Jul-

|____Dec.1950 5.87 1 877 1 1n.34 2.33

% Above monthly averages of rainfall and deposit.












S8tation "C".

1951
a Quarterly Cumulative
Total Total
lst I6.1 36.1
2nd 4O.3 T6.4
Ird LO.3 116.7.
Lth 27.67 144,37

As in the case of astation "B", this gauge also was in-
gtalled in July 1950 and so comparison can be made only
between the half-years July/Decsmber ip 1950 and 1951. Again
1951 shows an increasef. depesit over 1950: the rain-fall and
wind readings showed little variation.’

The wind readings applicable to this station are those
between W. and N.N.W. and these are always considerably less
in number than the appropriate readings for stations "A" and
"p", which are affected by other wind directions.

It seems reasconable to infer that the increase in total
deposit at this station during the Becond and third quarters
of 1951 was due, in some measure, to the building operations
at the Crematorium.

There is less difference between the amount of soluble

and the insoluble solids (77.36 tons:67.01 tons) than at either

gtation "A" or "B",

GENERAL.

For stations "A", "B" and "C" the summarised figures for
1951 are:-
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A B C
Total Deposit 266,35 tons|149.59 tons|1L44.37 tons
Monthly average deposit 22.19 "™ 1249 " | 12.05% ™
Total Rainfall 32,34 ins. | 29.72 ins.| 30.71 ins.
Monthly average rainfall 2,69 ™ 2.48 " 2,56 "

Chart I is a histagram showing the data for stations "A", "B"

and "C" during 1951.
11.

(a) Public.
Road and compri

SWIMMING BATHS AND POOLS.

The Corporation baths are situate in Denmark
gee two pools, one of which was in use throughout
the year, whilst the other was used for swimming during

the

Summer months and during the winter season it was converted for
use as & hall for concerts, dances, ballas, etc.

(b) Private. There are no privately owned swimming baths
or pools épen to the publiec in the Borough.
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12. ERADICATION OF BED BUGS.

During the year 26 premises were disinfested, compared
with 34 for the previous year. Nine Corporation controlled houses
were dealt with by the Department during the year. The continued
diminution of the number of premises found to be infested by the
bed bug is a pleasing feature of the post-war period.

13, COMPLAINTS.

The number of complaints received during the year under
review was 636 = slightly fewer than in 1950, when 671 various
complaints were recorded at the office. There was again a
slight increase in the number of complaints regarding rats and
mice. It is likely that this increase reflects the increasing
co-operation between the public and the Department, The know-
ledge that rat and mouse infestations in connection with
domestic premises are treated free of cost is becoming more
widespread.

Alleged overcrowding was the subject of complaint in nine
inetancee ecompared with six during 1950. It is often found,
however, that these complaints are ill-founded and are made in
order to gain support fof a request for Corporation owned
accommodation. An inepection follows the receipt of every
complaint and, in fact, in only three of the nine cases was
there actual overcrowding. The standard for overcrowding is
laid down by the Housing Acts. The "Permitted Number" is
caleculated on the number, and slze, of the rooms in the house.
Regard must be had to all living rooms as well as bedrooms -
a fact not always appreciated by the public.

It may happen that children share a bedroom with their
parents and thies fact is often the basis of a complaint of
alleged overcrowding. Full use must be made of all rooms
whether or not they were coriginally intended for use as bed-
I'O0Me .

This standard of overcrowding is not easily defended but it
must remain the only legal standard until such time as the
Housing Aet is amended.

These comments have been made because one often hears
exaggerated statements regarding the extent of overcrowding in
the Borough. In point of fact there 18 very little actual
overcrowding, but there may be some discomfort and inconvenience
by reason of the enforced use of rooms &8s both living and
sleeping accommodation.

The following is a brief tabulated list of causes for com=-
Plainte received during 1951.

Eﬂnltﬂr,f Dﬂfe{!tﬂ B R e R R R R R RD D EEE RS EEE
Rﬂdﬂnt Iﬂfﬂﬂt-ﬂ.ﬁiﬂn B FE PR R R EEEE N R SR ST SRR IEQ
Dﬂfﬂﬂti?ﬁ .ﬁﬂh‘binﬁ [ LB B SIS SR N R N LIS BLE MR N SR SLS N E )

Drainage and Sanitary Arrangements ...... 80
OV WA LTI "o e dcn sanannimiininesnesssis " 9
Food (quality, soundness, @tc.) ....ocsss 32
Bml'.'l'kﬂ&'grit Miﬂﬂioﬂ @ e DR R F RS EE R R RS 10
Hiﬂﬁﬁllmﬂuuﬂ ------------- T e m e EE

636
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14. RODENT AND INSECT PEST CONTROL.

The Prevention of Damage by Pests Act, 1949, which came
into force on the 31st March, 1950, hae now had its first
complete year of working. Although the Aet gave much wider
powers to local authorities, there have been few prosecutlons
under the Aet throughout Greater London, and none in this
Borough.

The happy and satisfactory relationship which exists
between the traders and public on the one hand and the
Department on the other has been maintained. It 1s this
good feeling which makes any form of statutory action seldom
necessary. There is complete liaison with local authorities
in adjoining areas and also with private servicing companies
holding & few local contracts.

By constant survey and inspection every care is taken to
prevent any serious build-up of rodent infestation. The
protection from rodent contamination of foodstuffs 1s no
light task snd considerable time is tsken up in advisory
work of this nature., That it is successful is reflected in
the rare incidence of rodent contamination as a cause for
food condemnation in the town..

A very careful and systematic conirol of rodent infesta-
tions in sewers is maintained.

The experience gained during the years, has made it
possible to locate infested sections of sewers with compara-
tive accuracy, and the least possible expenditure of labour
and materiale. During 1951 approximately 300 sewer manholes
were baited. During the course of the work, matters calling
for further investigation and action came to light. For example
the rodding eyes on 36 sewer connections wers found to be with-
out suitable caps, thus permitting free sgress for rodents and
sewer gas to the house drains.

Guite often, evidence of the presence of rats is the first
indieation of a defect in the drainage system or in a near=-by
sewer. It is not unknown for the surveye to bring to light
0ld sewer connections which had once been sealed off with
pieces of wood which in the course of time had rotted away,
thus leaving open doorse for rodents.

The assistance placed at the disposal of the local suthorities
by the Rodent Control section of the Ministry of Agriculture and
Fisheries 1s much appreciated. The research laboratory is
located at the Tolworth Department of the Ministry, and 