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centres of population, in which there is now almost no danger of infec-
tion being spread, as it is so frequently in London, by concealment
of cases or by the exposure of diseased children in public places
schools, &e. How mueh need there is of similar legislation for London
was well shown by an inecident that oceurred at Gloucester Grove
East. In a dilapidated house in that street, since pulled down, there
lived in a single room six children with their parents. Five of the
children had scarlet fever, one after the other: the cases were mild,
no medical man had been called in, and not only did some of the
children go to a Board School, in Chelsea, while the disease was in
the family, but two of them returned to school while * peeling.”

Towards the close of the year scarlet fever again became more
prevalent, and especially in the locality from which the National
Schools draw their pupils—the majority of the sufferers bemng of
school age. Many cases were removed to hospital, but we had reason
to regret the concealment of others which came to light only upon
recovery, when the services of the disinfecting officer were required, or
after registration of a death. Groups of cases moreover occurred,
due, as we believed, to association of children, in other schools, e.g.,
St. Philip and St. Barnabas, St. George, St. Mary’s, Boltons, &e. For
the most part Board Schools were singularly free from the disease, the
fact being that the outbreaks were practically confined to the central
and southern parts of the parish where there were, or till lately had
been, no Board Schools. The Sanitary Inspectors did good service in
checking the spread of the malady by getting the sick removed to hos.
pitals ; by preventing children going to school from infected houses; and
by keeping the teachers informed of the localities where disease existed.
Many of the teachers exhibited a bearty desire to co-operate with us,
and I, with your Vestry's sanction, prepared a form for their use, to
enable them to report, without delay, known ecases of infectious illness
as well as the names of children absent from school under suspicious
circumstances.

The form was supplied to all Masters and Mistresses of Public
Elementary Schools, and was introduced to their notice in the following
terms :—

“You are probably aware that Scarlet Fever is now
epidemic in the Metropolis, and of the danger to be appre-
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Fever.—The deaths from the three diseases grouped under the
head of *fever” were 23—eight below the number in 1878, and
exactly half the corrected decennial average.

T'yphus.—One death was attributed to this disease. It was of a
young lady aged 14, who, within a few days of her death, had been
in daily attendance at a well-known publie school at Chelsea, walking
there and back from Notting Hill, and working assiduously. All the
facts that came out on the investigation of the case, pointed to the
probability that the fatal disease was meningitis. A death of a
parishioner from typhus took place at the London Fever Hospital on the
day following the patient’s removal from Silehester Road, Notting Hill.
The deceased, a fireman in the service of the Metropolitan Railway
Company, had been ill two or three weeks. The case became known
to me through the Registrar-General's weekly return. On making
arrangements for disinfecting the sick room, &e., it appeared that the
clothing of the deceased had been sent to an address in Bristol, which
was forthwith communicated to the Medical Officer of Health for that
city.

Enteric Fever—The deaths from enteric fever, 14 in number {in-
cluding two in Brompton), were less than half the corrected decennial .
average. In some instances the illness appeared to have been caused
by sanitary defects in the houses of the deceased, giving rise to pollu-
tion of air or water; while in four cases it was proved that the disease
had been “imported.” The quarterly numbers of deaths were 0, 3, 7,
and 4 respectively. Seven of the deaths occurred between 23-47
years, two under 5, and five between 5-12.

The most remarkable outbreak of enteric fever, during 1879, oe-
curred at a house in Onslow Gardens; six persons out of a household
of ten having been affected, viz., three young ladies, two servants, and
a charwoman. On enquiry it was stated at first, very positively, that
the cases had occurred simultaneously on the Tth Oetober, the char-
woman having been employed at the house on Thursday, 25th
September, and Thursday, 2nd October. No sanitary defect was found
in the house or locality, to account for the outbreak. Milk of course
eame under suspicion, but the freedom from illness of other families
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served out of the same churns, emphatically negatived the suspicion.
I was at a loss, therefore, to account for the outbhreak until it occurred to
me to enquire whether the charwoman, instead of being, as supposed, one
of the victims of the outbreak, in the course of her weekly attendance
at the house, might not really have introduced the infection? The
result of this enquiry was eminently satisfactory in one sense, for it
turned out that on the 25th September, the first day of her being
employed at the house, she was suffering violently from Diarrhea
(a symptom of enteric fever), and again on the 2nd October, her
second and last attendance. It came out in the course of the further
enquiry suggested by the discovery of her condition, that go far from
the six cases having occurred simultaneously, there was a natural
sequence, 'The charwoman infected the servants' w.e. : the housemaid
succumbed first to the infection, viz., on the 6th October: she used
the servants’ w.c. and the w.c. in the upper part of the house: the
three young ladies were attacked on the Tth and the cook on the 9th
October. The ladies and the servants recovered, but the charwoman,
who resided in Chelsea, suceumbed to the malady.

It may be mentioned that doubts occasionally arise whether deaths
classified to enteric fever were really due to this disease? The term
“typhoid " is still used somewhat loosely in medicine to express a
group of symptoms common to many diseases, especially towards their
fatal termination. The term * gastric fever,” which by the Registrar-
Greneral is always read “ enteric fever,” is employed in like manner;
and practitioners who have certified deaths from this cause, have now

and then expressed surprise on finding them classified to typhoid
fever.

Simple Continued Fever was the cause of eight deaths, two of them
in the Brompton sub-district,

Diarra@A.—The corrected decennial average deaths from diarrhcea
is 148, and the deaths in 1878 were so many as 181. Last year,
however, there were only 72 deaths, of which 58 were of children
under five years of age, including 45 under one year. This great
falling off in diarrheeal mortality was common to the whole of London,
and was due to the cold, wet weather which prevailed throughout the
“summer,” when infantile diarrheea is usually so great a scourge. The
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of “ hospital accommodation” for cases of infectious disease, viz., “by
depauperising the relief afforded in the hospitals of the Managers."
The “ Disqualification by Medical Relief Bill,” endorsed, amongst others,
by the senior member for the Borough, now Under-Secretary of
State for Foreign Affaivs, passed through the House of Commons ; but,
having been ruined by Government amendments moved by the Lord
President of the Council, was abandoned after the second reading in the
Upper House.

It is not probable that the subject will be dealt with in the few
remaining weeks of the current session, but I note with satisfaction a
growing tendency to regard with approval the principle of * depauper-
ization " adopted by your Vestry.

The subject is becoming ripe for legislation. The hospitals exist :
the accommodation is nearly sufficient : and a principal question is :—
To what authority shall the duty of administering them be perma-
nently relegated ? The Managers are willing to continue the work they
have so well begun, and for my own part, I say now, as I said years
ago, that I should be content to see the matter left in their hands.
Let them provide accommodation for all comers ; and let the charges
be defrayed out of a Metropolitan rate or common fund. Maintenance
and treatment of the sick in the hospitals should be placed on the
same footing as public vaccination, so as not to entail any sacrifice of
gocial or political status on the recipients of assistance, it being to the
interest of the community at large, to deal with infectious diseases at
the public cost so far as regards hospital treatment. This plan has the
merit of simplicity, involves the fewest changes, and would entail
little or no delay in exeeution. But if these conditions are deemed
inadmissible, I would sever the hospital treatment of infectious disease
from all connexion with Poor-Law administration. This might be
effected by the constitution of a ** Central Authority " (on the plan of
the Metropolitan Board of Works), to be elected by the Vestries and
District Boards of Works, and having power to take over the hospitals
and provide accommodation for all persons “whose isolation in hospitals
is necessary for preventing the spread of dizease.”

This “ public hospital” system would probably entail some additional
- expense on the ratepayers, but none commensurate with the benefits
that would accrue from the safe treatment of infectious diseazes which
is the object in view; and whatever the increase in cost it would be
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borne in the same spirit as the charge rendered necessary by the
establishinent of a fire brigade ; for it would be regarded as a premium
paid for insurance against a risk as much more serious than fire, as
health and life are more precious than property.

Special provision might be made at each hospital for persons who
are able and willing to pay for their maintenance, if room for such
cases cannot be found, or made, at the London Small-Pox Hospital
and the London Fever Hospatal.

But all others—the poor ratepayer, the dependent classes and thnsn
sick persons whose isolation is enforced or solicited for the good of the
community, viz., with a view to prevent the spread of disease—should
have free admission.

It is, perhaps, hardly necessary to point out that these are the
classes for whom our voluntary general hospitals (where infectious
cases are not admissible) have been established and are supported.
Nominally excluded from the Asylums they yet form the great bulk
of their inmates through the wise disregard by the Guardians of the
strict letter of the law. Sanitary Officials have had difficulty enough
in persuading many such persons to go into the hospitals, and the
refusal of others has frequently led to an extension of disease. What
proportions the recent epidemic would have attained had the generality
of such cases been excluded can be better imagined than deseribed.
The exaction of payment from the sufferers will be fatal to any scheme
which aims at complete isolation.*

*# On the admission of patients " to the hospitals, I cannot refrain from quoting
some observations by Dr. COLLIE, Medical Buperintendent of Homerton Fever
Hospital, in the paper on Small-pox hospitals already referred to. He says that,
for the admission of patients “ there ought to be no formality, and no sort or
kind of difficulty . . . . From a public health point of view admission ought to
be entirely free of any formalities whatever ' (Dr. Collie is alluding to the forms
necessary under existing Poor-Law machinery, and the delays to which they give
rise). * Presuming that there would be a resident medical officer at the hospital,
certificates might be entirely dispensed with. Let it be well understood that any
person having the disease will be admitted on presentation. Our object, as public
health authorities, is to induce people to go into hospital—that of the Poor-Law
authority is to keep people out ; and, therefore, admission to Poor-Law hospitals
is attended with much formality, which may be necessary enough from a Poor-Law
point of view, but which is fatal to the prompt isolation of infectious disease, and,
therefore, to efficient sanitary administration.’”

The views here expressed may, perhaps, be thought, a little too extreme,
but if so they err in the right direction. The only remedy for the present dead-lock
is to separate the treatment of infectious disease from all connexion with the
Poor-Law system and pauperism.









42

their attention to the omission on the part of the visitors to
report cases, the “ divisional members,” to whom my communi-
cation had been referred, simply agreed that the visitors should
report cases when they had reason to suppose that no duly
qualified medical man was in attendance. ‘* When a duly
qualified medical man has charge of a case, they are not pre-
pared to do more than take steps for seeing that proper
precautions are taken at the Schools.” This decision, if final and
acted upon, would be regretable, as I am sure the Visitors
could render us essential assistance by giving effect to the
original instructions of the Board.

6. Clergymen and District Visitors not unfrequently report cases of
sickness.

7. The Resident Medical Officers of St. George's and St. Mary's
Hospitals have on many occasions reported the admission of
cases, or the application of inadmissible cases of illness from
houses in this parish,

8. Occasionally anonymous communications are the source of in-
formation, for I have not felt at liberty to disregard such
communications, which have generally proved accurate.

In one or other of these several ways cases come to our knowledge ;
but, all told, they form only a small percentage of total cases, as
proved by the fact that the great majority of fatal cases remain
unknown till after registration of death—a fact from which it is a fair
inference that a still larger proportion of non-fatal cases never come to
our knowledge at all.

The only remedy for this regretable state of affairs is legislation to
ensure the compulsory disclosure of the oceurrence of infectious diseases.
The main question with sanitarians is, Who should be the informant ?
As a rule the information will have to come, directly or indirectly, from
medieal men. In those cases, however, and they are not few, where
either no medical aid is sought, or where unregistered practitioners are
employed, the information, if supplied at all, must come from the
head of the family or from the *“ oceupier " of the house. When there
is a duly qualified medical man in attendance it would suffice to require
that he should give a certificate stating the nature of the complaint
which it should then be the duty of the head of the family, or the
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326 persons living, and there were 1068 male births to 100 of
females. The illegitimate births were 223,—196 of them having been
registered in the Tuwn sub-district, which includes the parish work-
house, at which there were 107 illagitimate children born out of a
total of 129. The illegitimate births formed 4'6 per cent. of total
births, The suhjoined table shows the quarterly numbers of births
registered, of each sex, and in the sub-districts : —

EKEessmsoron Tows BroMPTON
Sub-District. Sub-District. Grand
Males. Females. Total. Males. Females. Total.  Total.
1st Quarter 489 483 972 181 103 234 1206
ol 494 446 940 104 88 192 1132
8rd 471 457 928 THE C1aT tass 1180
4y, 522 495 1017 138 1T 266 7 1273
Totals...1976 1881 3857 498 435 933 4790

Additional particulars respecting births and birth-rate, &c, for the
decenniad, will be found in Tables 1 & 2, Appendix.

DEATHS AND DEATH-RATE.

The deaths in 1879, in 53 weeks, were 2,966—males 1439, and
females 1,527 —as against 3,096 in 52 weeks in 1878. Of these deaths,
2,304 were registered in the Town sub-district, and 662 in Brompton.
The total in the Town includes 281 at the Parish Infirmary and
Workhouse, and 40 at St. Joseph House, Notting Hill. The total in
Brompton, includes 110 at the Consumption Hospital. Of these 110
deaths, 106 were of non-parishioners, which, following ecustom, I
retain in the vital statistics by way of compensation for the
deaths of parishioners that may have taken place in public institutions
or elsewhere outside the parish. The death-rate, whole parish, was
19-1 per 1000, or 0'1 below the decennial rate. The registration
year, however, comprised 53 weeks, a fact which tends to obscure in
some degree the favourable character of the vital statistics generally.
For a year of 52 weeks the rate would have been 187 or 0:5 per 1000
below the decennial average. Tue rate in the whole Metropolis was
23-3 per 1000. Assuming for the occasion the accuracy of the
estimates of population in the sub-districts, and of the number of
males and females respectively, it would appear that the death-rate in
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the Town sub-district was 200 per 1000, and in Brompton 165 per
1000 ; that the rate in the male sex was 23.0 per 1000, and in the
female, 16°4 per 1000. There was one death among males to every
43 persons living, and one in 61 among females. There were 103-2
deaths of females to 100-0 of males, and taking the entire population
into account, one death to 522 persons living, Compared with 1878,
the deaths of males show a decrease of 52, and of females 53.
The deaths of children under one year of age were 722, a decrease of
101 as compared with the number in 1878, attributable to the dimin-
ished fatality of whooping-cough and diarrhea. These 722 deaths
were equal to 15°1 per cent. on births registered, and to 24-2 per eent,
on total deaths, the equivalent percentages in the whole Metropolis
being 148 and 23-2. The deaths under five (1218) were fewer by
211 than in 1878, and were equal to 254 per cent. on registered
births, and to 408 per cent. on deaths; the corresponding
percentages in the Metropolis being 266 and 41'3. The deaths at
sixty and upwards were 713, 56 more than in 1878—equal to 23'8

per cent. on total deaths, the equivalent percentage in the Metropolis
being 226,

The deaths of illegitimate children under five were 100, nearly 45
per cent. on illegitimate births, and all but seven of them were in the
Town sub-district. Of the 100 only 14 outlived the first year, and of
these 8 died between 1 and 2; 3 between 2 and 3 ; 2 between 3 and
4; and 1 between 4 and 5 years. The causes of death were—measles,
whooping-cough, and diphtheria each 1, diarrheea 7, lung diseases
14, other visceral diseases 2, serofulous or tubercular affections 33,
convulsions 10, apupl&x},r (at four months) 1, want of breast milk 2,
thrush 4, teething 3, premature birth 7, debility from birth 4, syphilis,
hemorrhage from umbilicus, and “unknown,” each 1; violence 7—
including “ wilful murder” 1, “ blow on head” 1, and suffocation 5.

A large proportion of illegitimate children are brought up by hand
and by strangers. The evidence of improper feeding is apparent
enough in the foregoing list of fatal diseases. The propoition of
deaths by violence is excessive—12-5 per cent. including the case
of neglect to secure the umbilical vessels at biith. The 86 deaths
under one, are equal to about 40 per cent. on the registered illegitimate
births, the equivalent rate for all children being 15-1.
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Order 1. NEervous SystEm.—Diseases of the nervous system were
the cause of 297 deaths, including 97 of children under five years.
Two-hundred-and-forty-one of the deaths were in the Town sub-district
and only 656 in Brompton—a disproportion in favour of the latter
gub-district as great as that previously referred to in relation to tubercular
diseases, Cephalitis—inflammation of the substance of the brain, as
meningitis, already referred to, is of the coverings of the brain, was the
cause of 6 deaths. * Brain disease” was returned in 75 instances
(9 of them in Brompton), insanity in two, and epilepsy in nine,
Apoplexy and paralysis, for the most part diseases of the later
periods of life, were the canses of 76 and 41 deaths respectively. Of
these 117 deaths, 26 occurred in Brompton, and 104 were of persons
above 45 years of age. Convulsions—a sympton in many diseases,
rather than a dizsease, of infancy—was returned as the cause of 88
deaths (only 15 of them in Brompton). All these deaths were of
children under five years, 65 of them in the first year. Convulsions
as a cause of death, is frequently returned in connection with many
diseases, and in connexion with “ teething.,” But regarding the spasm
as a symptom only, the deaths are classified to the primary diseases
named, or to dentition as the case may be. The quarterly numbers of
deaths from all diseases of the nervous system, was 98, 93, 51 and 55
respectively.

Order 2. Oreans oF Circvrarion.—Total deaths, 166; 122 in
the Town sub-district, and 44 in Brompton; under five years of age, 5.
The fatal diseases were Pericarditis 5, Aneurism 11, and “ Heart
Disease, &e.,” 150. The quarterly numbers of deaths were 37, 42,
37 and 50 respectively. Of the 150 deaths due to “ heart disease,”
there were 3 of children under five, and 17 of persons between 5 and
35. In the decenniad 35-45 there were 21 deaths; between 45
and 55, 26 ; between 55 and 65 and between 65 and 75 (each) 31 ;
between 75 and 85, 20; and one at 85.

Order 3. RespIRATORY ORGaNS.—The deaths from “‘chest diseases”
in 1879 were excessive ; the immediate cause of the increased fatality
being the long continuance of cold and ungenial weather. The deaths
were T00, irrespective of those from phthisis included with tubercular
diseases, viz. :—D60 in the Town sub-distriet, and 140 (one-fifth of the
total) in Brompton, The deaths under five were 321, = 46 per cent.
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Order 1. Accipent or NecLigENcE.—Total deaths, 50 (9 in Bromp-
ton), viz. : Fractures and Contusions, 20 ; Suffocation, 17, all but one
of infants under one year ; Burns and Sealds, 4 ; Poison, 2 ; Drowning,
3 ; Otherwise, 4.

Order 2. Homicme.—Two deaths,—one of an infant under 1, verdict
“ wilful murder” ; and one of a female between 25 and 35, death
being the consequence of eriminal abortion.

Order 4. Suicipe.—Seven deaths (3 in Brompton), viz. : by Poison,
4 ; Drowning, 1; by Wounds, 1 ; and Otherwise, 1.

Nine deaths, 7 in the Town sub-distriet, and 5 of them under five
years of age, are classified to * causes not specified or ill-defined.”

Among deaths classified to unusual causes may be mentioned one
of a child aged 16 months from glanders. This case, one of two in the
same family, was specially referred to in my last annual report in con-
nection with an outbreak of glanders at Colville Mews.

An uncertificated death of a woman aged 60, from “hemorrhage from
a vein,” was doubtless due to the bursting of a varicose vein in the leg,
and may be fairly deseribed as a preventible death ; few things in surgery
being more easy than to staunch bleeding from a vein by pressure, The
majority, even of educated persons appear to be not aware of this
fact, the knowledge of which would often be the means of saving life,
It may be hoped that information of an elementary kind, bearing on
the laws of life and health, will some day form an essential part of
every school curriculum.

A death was registered of a child from *“Circumeision, 19 days,
Erysipelas, Mortification.” A death, unsatisfactorily certified as *“ Re-
tarded Eruptive Fever,” is classified to “ Simple Continued Fever " in
the Registrar-General's tables. The case was probably one of
Scarlatina.

A case of * Meningitis, 21 days, Cynanche, 7 days,” is classified to
Diphtheria by the Registrar-General.

The deaths of an eminent sergeant-at-law and his wife were by
rumour attributed to blood-poisoning from sewer gas. The sergeant's
death was caused by “inflammation of the lungs, obstruction of the
bowels, and perforation,” the lady’s by *Septicemia, double pneumonia,
(4 days), Cardiac failure, 20 hours.” The medical attendant stated
that he was unable to fix a definite date for the beginning of the
gepticemia (which is a form of blood-poisoning), and that although
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“there was nothing to prove that the cases were caused by bad
drainage, there was much in their character to suggest the suspicion
that their course was modified by sewer gas.” The house was carefully

inspeeted, but without revealing any adequate ground for the above-
mentioned suspicion.

DEATHS AT PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS.

The “large public institutions” are the Parish Infirmary and
Workhouse in the Town sub-district and the Hospital for Consump-
tion and Diseases of the Chest at Brompton. There are numerous
minor public or quasi-public institutions, such as the Barracks,
“ homes,"” schools, nurseries, &c., but, with one exception, they do not
furnish occasion for notice here, The exception is St. Joseph’s House,
Portobello Road, Notting Hill—a Roman Catholic home for some 250
aged poor persons of both sexes, most of whom, wherever they may
have come from, have resided in the home long enough to acquire the
status of parishioners. The Marylebone Infirmary for the sick poor
chargeable to the rates of that parish, is approaching completion, and
may be expected to figure among our large public institutions next
year. The deaths registered at the Workheuse, the Brompton Hospital,
and the hospitals of the Metropolitan Asylum District Board, were
424, or 133 per cent. on total deaths, the percentage proportion of
deaths in public institutions in the Metropolis generally being 185.

Tae Parisg InrirMaRYy AND WorkHOUSE.—I am indebted to
Dr. Whitmore, Medical Superintendent of the Infirmary and Medical
Officer of the Workhouse, for the statistics of the mortality at these
institutions. The deaths were 287, males 149 and females 138, (as
against 284 in 1878), or 10 per cent. of all deaths registered in the
parish. The numbers in the four quarters respectively were 100 : 67 :
44 and 76 :—176 in the cold and 111 in the warm half of the year. The
ages at death were as follows :—Under 1 year, 31 ; between 1 and
60, 125 ; 60 and upwards, 131. Between 60 and 70 the deaths were
51 ; between 70 and 80, 62 ; between 80 and 90, 14. There were
4 deaths, two of males and two of females, from “ old age,” at 90,
96, 97, and 98 years respectively. Three inquests were held, viz.,
on a female, aged 30, verdict, *“ Fall on pavement” ; on a female, aged
56, verdict, Phithisis; and on a female, aged 68, verdict, * Drowned
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by him, and was insusceptible of vaccination. This person was
fined £10 and costs. Mr. Shattock insisted on the child being again

vaccinated by a qualified practitioner, and the operation proved
“ thoroughly successful.” ;

Tae GoverNMENT VacoiwaTion Binn.—In connexion with the
subject of vaccination, it is necessary to refer to a retrograde step
proposed by the Government, and which, if carried into effect, may
lead to small-pox becoming a common disease in the future, as it was
in the now-distant past. It is a concession to the anti-vaccinationists,
in the form of a Bill (* Vaccination Acts Amendment Act,”) which
proposes to enact that ““no parent of a child shall be liable to be
convicted for neglecting to take, or to cause to be taken such child to
be vaccinated, or for disobedience to any order directing such child fo
be vaccinated, if either () he has been previously adjudged to pay
the full penalty of twenty shillings for any of such offences with
respect of such child ; or (b) he has been previously twice adjudged to
pay any penalty for any of such offences in respect of such child.”
Should this Bill become law, any parent who may object to vaccination
- will be enabled, at the cost of a few shillings, to escape the performance
of what is by most reasonable persons regarded as a duty equally
owing to society at large and to his own offspring. Under the
existing law, penalties are multiple, ¢.e., a parent may be fined again
and again (infer alia) for neglecting to have his child vaccinated, and
for disobeying the order of a magistrate requiring him to have his
child vaccinated : and although the multiplication of penalties,
rendered necessary by contumacy, may seem to savor of * persecution,”
experience proves that it is really the only means of securing the
vaccination of the children of contumacious parents, and of those who
would deny their children the protection of vaccination, wers it not
for fear of the consequences of setting the law at defiance. But should
the Government Bill pass, anti-vaccinationists would soon have their
way, for were the operation to cease to be compulsory, in the sense in
which it is now compulsory, it would practically become optional,
and thus, year by year, an ever-increasing number of persons would
exist in our midst, who, being themselves unprotected by vaccination,
and, therefore, intensely liable to small-pox, would become the means
in any future epidemic of spreading the disease indefinitely. The
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infected house, for which it has not been customary, until lately, to take
credit, In like manner the total of * sanitary orders” issued com-
prises none of the cases in which work has been done by the owner or
occupier at the request of the Inspector.

During the last two years the abatement of nuisances has been much
accelerated by the plan of serving * preliminary notices " upon the
parties liable, immediately on discovery. These notices appear to be
well nigh as effectual, in the majority of instances, as the more formal
notice which, previously, it had been the rule to serve after report of
the nuisance to the Works, Sanitary, and General Purposes Committee
and confirmation by your Vestry of their recommendation. When the
notice is not attended to recourse must be had to a summons before
a magistrate, and I hold it to be the duty of an Inspector in such
cases to proceed with the least possible delay.

In my last Annual Report I had to observe that “ the difficulties
which beset legal proceedings, i.e, at the Police Court, tend to cool
the ardour of Sanitary Inspectors in having recourse to magisterial
aid.” I am happy now to be able to bear witness to a great im-
provement in this respect, for acting upon a recommendation I made
in 1878, your Vestry have authorised proceedings before the magis-
trates sitting at the Vestry Hall—an arrangement by which much
time has been saved, besides securing in nearly every instance the
object in view. We have cause to be grateful to the magistrates for
their willingness to take our cases, adding considerably as they do to
the time consumed in the administration of justice; and for the good
work they have done by their decisions in helping forward sanitary
improvement.

Among “offences” against various Sanitary Acts, for which proceed-
ings were instituted, the following may be mentioned :—

For keeping a cow on unlicensed premises: penalty inflicted 1/-

and 1/- costs.

Under “ Dairies Order;” for allowing a wife to take part in
carrying on the business of a dairy, while she was nursing
cases of small-pox : penalty 20/-, and 2/- costs.

For exposing a child in public, while suffering from an infectious

disease : penalty inflicted 5/-, and 1/- costs,

For exposing himself in public, under similar cireumstances, a
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renewal in any case. The Committee nevertheless found oceasion to
complain of neglect by several of the licensees in respect of
certain of the bye-laws (Nos. 5, 10, and 16) framed with the object of
preventing nuisanees in the conduet of the business; and proceedings
having been instituted, several of them were mulet in penalties of three
pounds. The Committee took note of the fact that at some of the
slaughter-houses no provision of a permanent character had been made
for watering the animals whilst in the lairs: but they observed with
satisfaction that at most of the premises the * Loeal Authority”
(Metropolitan Board of Works) had succeeded in getting the licensees
to carry out a recommendation by your Vestry for the provision of a
syphon-trap with fixed grating, in lieu of the bell-trap with removable
COver,

The most satisfactory feature in connexion with the annual
licensing was the fact, then made known, that the Local Authority
have now endorsed in principle the views expressed, and the action taken,
by your Vestry in 1874, on the subject of the approaches to slaughter-
houses ; and they opposed the renewal of the license of a slanghter-house
in Chelsea on the ground that the only means of access to the premises
is by a flight of stairs in a dwelling house. = The Board occupied a
difficult, not to say a false position in thus opposing the license after
having, without protest, tolerated the use of the premises under the
same conditions for five consecutive years; and so the magistrates
appeared to think, as they declined to give effect to the opposition.
It was incidentally mentioned that a statement of the Board's present
views on this subject had been forwarded to the magistrates in the
several Divisions of the Metropolis, and that in all the other divisions
the magistrates had refused to renew the license of premises objected
to. Even now, however, the Board does not go quite far enough, as
they have, as yet, decided to oppose the renewal of licenses only when
the doorway is too narrow for the convenient passage of oxen. In the
case above alluded to, moreover, having failed in their objection to the
renewal of the license, they made an unsuccessful appeal to the Bench
to restrict the slaughtering to * small things,” i.e. sheep, lambs, calves,
and pigs. It is to be hoped that on another occasion the Board's
opposition will be more suecessful. But in order to succeed they should
oppose on principle in every case where the entrance to the premises
is unsuitable ; should they mnot see fit to obtain the sanction of



73

the Local Government Board to a bye-law forbidding the passage of
cattle through a dwelling house or shop.

Your Vestry, it may be remembered, took decided action in this

matter in 1874, on the passing of the Act, and objected on prineiple to
the renewal of the license in every case where there was not an
approach to the premises altogether independent of the butcher's house
or shop; and, although the magistrates did not at that time give
complete effect to your Vestry’s views, I am glad to be able to state
that only one slaughter-house with an improper entrance through a
shop now exists in Kensington, and this one appears to be but little
used. :
It may be mentioned that there are now some 928 private slaughter-
houses in the Metropolis, whereas the number at the date of the
passing of the Act was 1420 : and that only 27 new slaughter-houses
have been licensed since 1874. In Kensington there were 53 slaughter-
houses in 1873. Now there are but 29, and no new slaughter-house
has been licensed since the passing of the Aect.

LICENSED COWSHEDS.

The licensed cowsheds are 23 in number, viz., 15 in the district
north, and 8 in the district south of Uxbridge Road (vide Table XII,
Appendix, for localities and names of licensees).

The licensing of the cowsheds for the year ending Oectober, 1880,
had special features of interest, owing to the new conditions brought
into operation by the passing of the '* Contagious Diseases (Animals)
Act, 1878."

In several of my annual reports I have stated fully the reasons
calling for more ecareful supervision of cowsheds and dairies: and in
my report for 1878, I specified the nature and extent of the powers
conferred on the Metropolitan Board of Works as the * Loeal
Authority ” for all London (the City excepted) under the Aect, in
respect of the construction and the management of cowsheds,

The Act was brought into operation through the issue of the ** Dairies,
Cowsheds, and Milk Shops Order, 1879," and regulations framed
by the Local Authority thereunder. In anticipation of the annual
renewal of licenses, your Vestry’s Works, Sanitary and General
Purposes Committee carefully inspected the several licensed cow-
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gee that the regulations are duly carried out, and to place whatever
information they may possess at the service of the court, leaving the
magistrates to act on such information at their discretion. It is the
duty of the Vestry to oppose the license, if necessary on sanitary or
other grounds. Your committes refer to this admission because it
had been erroneously supposed that the * Nuisance Authority” had,
in some sort, been superceded by the Board in respect of the sanitary
supervision, &c., of cowsheds. The Vestry’s powers, however, under
section 93 of the Metropolis Local Management Act, 1862, are in no
way modified by The Contagious Diseases (Animals) Act, 1878, nor by
““ The Dairies, &e., Order,” nor by the Regulations, That there has
been a misunderstanding on the part of some Nuisance Authorities
as to the relative position of the Board and of the Vestries, &ec., is
obvious, for the Chelsea Vestry and the Fulham District Board of
‘Works were practically unrepresented at the special sessions, those
bodies confessedly having * left the whole matter in the hands of the
Board” in the belief that the regulations were intended to effect a
transference of jurisdiction. Even the Board, however, was not fally
prepared to deal with the cases, owing probably to an expectation
that the sessions would have been adjourned on their application.

“In their former report on the cowsheds (August 20th), your
Committes noticed with satisfaction that ¢ the Local Authority had
fixed 800 cubic feet as the ‘air space’ necessary for each cow
lawfully kept in a cowshed,” thereby endorsing, not without consider-
able opposition from interested persons, the standard adopted by your
Vestry, and approved generally by scientific and sanitary authorities.

““In conformity with this “ provision™ of the regulations, the Board
intimated to the several licensees, in September, what number of cows
might lawfully be kept in each shed.

“0n the Tth October, however, a deputation of cowkeepers waited
on the Special Purposes and Sanitary Committee of the Board to
urge the reduction of the required air space to 600 feet per cow, on
the ground that 800 feet was prohibitory and unnecessary : and the
Committee having at once come to the conclusion that while 800 feet
of air space for each animal should be the rule, 600 feet would be
gsufficient in those sheds which, from their situation and construction,
have satisfactory means of ventilation, amended the * provision” in
accordance with this view., This regretable alteration, at later than
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complied with, the maximum penalty for default being £20. How
very considerable are the alterations reguired may be gathered from
the subjoined copy of the Board's letter to Mr, Copperwheat, the
letters to the other licensees being couched in nearly identical terms.

“The shed requires additional light to be provided, by
openings or windows in the sides or roof.

“The shed requires to be thoroughly ventilated by lantern
louvred ventilators in the roof, or by louvred ventilators in the
walls, or by openings in the sides or roof.

“The inner walls, doors, and woodwork of the shed require to
be covered with hard, smooth, and impervious material to a
height of at least 5 feet from the floor.

“The receptacle for brewers’ grains and the separate receptacle
for dung and litter should be both formed of, or lined with
impervious material, and properly drained, and both should be
constructed outside the shed in such a way that any effluvia
arising therefrom cannol enter the shed.

“ The shed requires to be repaved with impervious material,
and drained in the manner prescribed by provision 7, page 5, of
Regulations.”

“It may be added that in these sheds there is no proper water
supply, the water for the cows being obtained from a cistern in the
sub-let rooms over the shed. The cistern supplies a w.c., which is
badly sitnated and unsanitary. It also supplies the family living in
the rooms. The waste pipe, moreover, is connected with the soil pipe
of the closet. The regulations require a daily allowance of only 12
gallons of water per cow, but it is doubtful whether even this
moderate allowance will be forthcoming, having regard to the wants
of the sub-tenants. Under all the circumstances your Committee
repeat the “ hope ” they expressed last year, viz. that ** these licensees
will be able to find more sunitable premises for carrying on their
business before the next licensing Sessions.”

“ Some improvements in certain of the sheds have since been
carried out, but much remains to be done before the several licensees
can be deemed exempt from penalties for non-compliance with the
regulations of the Board.”
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BAKEHOUSES.

The special duties formerly devolving on your Vestry's officers under
the provisions of the Bakehouse Act were transferred on the first day
of the year 1879 to Government Inspectors appointed under the
provisions of the Factory and Workshops Act, 1878. The Sanitary
Inspectors, nevertheless, have continued to exercise a conesiderable
amount of supervision over the bakehouses as a part of their routine
work, and I have no doubt that a continuation of their periodical
visitations is desirable in the interests of the public. There are
about 128 bakehouses in the parish, 79 north and 49 south of
Uxbridge Road. :

DUSTING.

The collection of dust and ashes from upwards of 20,000 houses,
covering an area of nearly 2000 acres, is no light task, and complaints
of neglect were habitual when the work was carried out under the
contract system. So frequent, indeed, did complaints at last become,
that a desire to satisfy the legitimate requirements of the parishioners
in respect of the removal of house refuse, had no little influence in
determining vour Vestry, in 1877, to abolish the contract system
altogether, and undertake the duty with an ample staff and plant.
The result has justified the decision, for the work has been done in an
increasingly satisfactory manner : complaints are now rare, and even
applications for removal of the dust are comparatively few in number.
Oftentimes, moreover, when the dustmen, or your Vestry, get censured
for alleged neglect, it turns out on enquiry that the domestic servants
are to blame ; the hour of the dustman’s call is  inconvenient ” ; or “the
steps have just been cleaned"; such excuses, or some other excuse equally
valid from a servant’s point of view, being deemed sufficient for the per-
petuation of a nuisance. And nuisance always arises from improper use
of the receptacle by the deposit therein of animal and vegetable refuse;
of which it may be said that the former has an appreciable value and
should be utilised, while the latter admits of being burned on the
kitchen fire. A notification to this effect was left at every house in the
parish in 1873, and subsequently repeated, not, I fear, with any con-
spicuously good results.
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A strong effort has been made to systematise the work of dust
collection, by dividing the parish into districts, and providing for the
inspection of dust-bins and for supervision of the * dusting-gangs.” The
one thing needful for success is a systematic call at every house once a
week, Hitherto the rule, or at any rate the order, has been that a
dust cart should go through each street once a week on a given day,
and that a call should be made at each house once a fortnight. If the
plan of a weekly call could be organised, it should be understood that
if, through default of domestic servants, or any other cause beyond the
control of your Vestry, the receptacle is not emptied on the appointed
day, no further attendance will be given in the same week.

It may be mentioned that a dust-bin properly placed, and used
properly, is not a “nuisance” per se—becomes, indeed, little more than an
inconvenience even when full ; and that it is not fair that dustmen should
be exposed to needless danger and annoyance resulting from misuse
of the receptacle. It is a fair question, indeed, whether those who misuse
the dust-bin, and then complain of your Vestry’s “ neglect,” should
be held responsible for the creation of a recurring nuisance ?

NON-REMOVAL OF MANURE.

For several years I have felt it my duty to draw your Vestry's
attention to the subject of the removal, or rather the non-removal of
stable refuse. Regulations have been framed and published for the
“periodical removal of manure, &c.,” under the provisions of The Sani-
tary Act, 1866, which prescribes a penalty of twenty shillings for default.
But still one of the most frequent causes of complaint by parishioners,
and one of the most frequent of recurring nuisances, arises from the
neglect of this obligation. Proceedings have been taken in several
instances to enforce the regulations but with little success, the offenders
having usually been able to satisfy the Magistrates that the duty
required of them was beyond their power to perform. In fact,
however, I believe the real difficulty often originates with the coach-
man who will not give the refuse away, while the farmer or his carter
will not purchase it. At certain seasons, e.g. hay-making time and
harvest, there is a real difficulty in getting the receptacles cleansed.
Yet this refuse has an appreciable value, for your Vestry, to quote but
one example, receive a payment equal to 31 pence per week for each
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horse in the large stud at the Warwick Road stables. The quantity of
refuse made in thousands of stables in this large parish, which contains
upwards of 150 mewses, must be very great, and of an aggregate value
probably more than sufficient to pay for the cost of collection and re-
moval from London. It is a question whether your Vestry should not
undertake such collection and removal as the law allows, *“ with the
sanction of the owner,” a sanction which would be cheerfully given in
many instances, and which, probably, it would not be difficult to obtain
in most cases, if it were understood that the “ Regulations™ for the
periodical removal of manure, viz., three times a week on alternate

days, would be enforced.
PUBLIC URINALS, &e.

No steps to increase ““ necessary accommodation” were taken during
1879. Your Vestry's powers are ample, but a tangible difficulty has
been experienced in giving effect to the provisions of the 88th section
of the Metropolis Management Aect, which enables Vestries and
Distriet Boards of Works to * provide and maintain urinals, water
closets, and like conveniences (for both sexes) in situations where they
deem such accommodation to be required, &e.”

Your Vestry's Works, Sanitary, and General Purposes Commitiee,
to which the subject was referred, have indicated several situations
where it is admitted such accommodation is required ; but the oppo-
gition raised by inhabitants in the neighbourhood of the selected sites
has always proved insuperable. A proposition was recently made by a
private individual to provide chdlets for the convenience of the public
as a commercial speculation, but the Law and Parliamentary Com-
mittee having advised that your Vestry have no authority for placing
obstructions in the publie streets the subject fell through. I understand,
however, that in other parishes the scheme has been entertained
favourably ; we can, therefore, but await with patience and hope, the
issue of an interesting experiment.

FOUNDATIONS AND SITES OF BUILDINGS.

Sanitary Authorities have had great cause of complaint on the
score of the defective foundations and unhealthy sites of buildings ;
for not only have some unworthy builders been known to use im-
proper bricks (e.g. bricks saturated with filth from broken-up sewers)
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missioners are again conducting negotiations for a site in a position
more suitable, because more central, than the site at Ladbroke Grove.
This site, however, would prove even more costly than the other, a
secondary consideration perhaps, in the long run, seeing how much
the success of such an institution must depend on its position,

MORTUARY.

Two steps have recently been taken with a view to the provision of
a public mortuary, Plans prepared by your Vestry's architect have
been approved by the Churchwardens, and your Vestry have agreed
on the terms of an agreement with the Churchwardens settling the
conditions on which & building may be erected in the disused Parish
Churchyard. No more suitable site could be desired, especially as
only oune mortuary is to be provided.

The next step will be to obtain a Faculty, and care will be necessary
to guard against the introduction therein of unreasonable restrietions.

The matter moves slowly, but I hope that on the presentation of my
next annual report, I may have the privilege of congratulating your
Vestry on a successful issue to long continued efforts to supply this
much needed sanitary want.

DISINFECTION,

During the year ended March 256th, 1880, a large number of
infected articles of bedding, clothing, furniture, &ec., were satisfactorily
disinfected by Messrs. Wellan & Co., the contractors, mostly at the
cost of your Vestry, the owners being too poor to bear the expense,
The weight of the articles disinfected at public cost, was about 230 cwt. :
their number, 4,530, and the cost of the process, £226. Large as this
outlay may appear, it is probably less than would have been incurred
had your Vestry been possessed of a disinfecting chamber, and the
necessary staff for working it. An establishment and staff would have
to be maintained in working order almost irrespective of the amount of
infectious disease existing, whereas, under the present system, we pay
only for work done.

Two-hundred-and-sixty-one rooms in 230 houses were disinfected
with sulphurous acid by your Vestry’s Officer. No charge was made
in the great majority of instances, the occupiers being poor; but a
emall fee, to cover the cost of the process, is required of those who are
in a position to pay.
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basin: in dry seasons it constitutes the sole supply of the Thames and
the Lea, and even after the most protracted drought, more than
350,000,000 gallons of it daily flow over the weir at Teddington,
whilst a farther very large volume of it joins the Thames lower down."
At present the inhabitants of the Metropolis, generally, can only use it
after it has been mixed with the excrements of a large population,
and used for the washing of wvast quantities of filthy rags in paper
mills, and of linen in laundries. It would be a most valuable boon
to London, he thinks, if ever so small a fraction of this prodigal supply
could be collected, preserved from irremediable pollution, and distri-
buted to those portions of the Metropolis which are not at present
supplied with such water. The principal objection to it is its hardness,
but this is an objection easily surmounted, by * Clarke's process " —the
addition of slaked lime.

The “ hardness " of water represents the weight of carbonate of
lime, or its equivalent of other soap-destroying substances, found in
100,000 parts of water. The average hardness of the Thames water
delivered in London last year was 2008 ; of the Kent Company’s
water 28°4 ; and of the Colne Valley Company’s water only 6e3.
“ All hard water must be softened before it can be used for washing
linen : when it is softened in detail by the laundress, the operation
costs, for an equal volume of water, at least eighty times as much (in
soap and soda) as it costs when conducted on a large scale by a water
company. The only water fit for “ washing” delivered in London
during the past year was that of the Colne Valley Company, which was
goftened before distribution by the process above-mentioned.

All waters, save artificially prepared distilled water, contain more
or less “solid matter.” The solid matter in river water is composed
of a variety of substances, by far the largest proportion being entirely
harmless when the water is used for dietetic purposes, but injurious
when it 18 used for washing, becanse the water is thereby rendered
hard ; but a small proportion consists of organic substances, which
ave always objectionable, and at times are dangerous to health. The
average proportion of total solid matter was much higher in 1879
than in 1878 : the proportion in 1878, moreover, having been greater
than in the previous year. The déep*well waters delivered by the
Kent Company and by the Tottenham Board of Health contained

the largest proportions of these matters, but the deep-well water
Ga
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they are enabled to supply water equal in quality to the West
Middlesex Company, which for several years was at the head of the
Companies drawing their supplies from the Thames.

The following table shows the amount of organiec matter in the water
of the Companies which supply Kensington, the Kent Company's
water being taken as the standard of purity for comparison :—

Nane of Company. Maximum, Minimum. Average.
Kent i wis 1-0 10 10
Chelsea ... 58 27 4-4
Grand Junction ... 78 2:7 50
West Middlesex ... 82 1-6 &0

The organic elements consist chiefly of organie carbon, and the
maximum pollution in the river waters greatly exceeded the standard,
which is—0'1 part of organic carbon in 100,000 parts of potable
water.

A marked and undeniable advantage of spring water is its evenness
of temperature. The range of temperature of river waters is con-
siderable, and last year in the water of the Thames, as delivered by
five of the Companies, it amounted to 34°2 Fahr., viz., from 8403
in Januvary to 6805 in August. The Lea water had a range of
34°7 ; the minimum being 32°9, or less than one degree above freezing
point. Thus in “ eminent danger of freezing” in winter, the water
became in summer vapid and “repulsive to the palate.” The Colne
Valley Company's deep well water showed a larger range of tempera-
ture than usual, viz., of 18°2, from 40°8 in January to 59°0 in July;
the range in the Kent Company’s water being only 8°4, viz, from
50°2 in December to 58°6 in August.

The transparency or otherwise of water is ascertained by its appear-
ance in a tube two feet in length, and is expressed in arbitrary terms
settled by common agreement, as in the following table, which shows the
degree of efficiency of filtration of Thames water as supplied by the
Companies in this parish, the examinations being made monthly :—

Number of occasions.
When clear and When glightly When When very

Company. transparent. turbid. turbid. turbid.
West Middlesex 10 2 0 0
Grand Junetion 9 3 0 0

Chelsea 9 2 1 0
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When examined under the microscope the sediment deposited by
turbid water on standing, is generally found to contain living and
moving organisms. During the year these organisms were observed
in the Chelsea and West Middlesex Companies’ water twice, and in
that of the Grand Junection Company once. The annexed table shews
the results of such microscopic examinations during the past eleven

years :—

34 Name of Number of occasions when living organisms were found.
Company. 1869 1870 1871 1872 1873 1874 1875 1876 1877 1878 1879

Chelsea R L R L R R D St (Gl Rl
Geand Junehon 4" 1 1 2208 B T8N g
West Middlegex 0 0 ©¢ 0 0 O O 0 O 1 2

The subjoined table shows the annual averages of each determination,
and thus summarizes the average results of the analysis of the waters
supplied by the local Companies during the year ; the Kent Company’s
water being taken as a standard for comparison,
this table relate to 100,000 parts of the waters :—

The numbers in
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Chelsea o9 (2874 | 224 | 035 0 194 | 229 | 149 | 20-3 44
West Middlesex ...| 10:0 [2p:T0 | =257 | "038 0 | <231 | 909 | 147 | 207 50
Grand Junetion ... 00 |26°G0 | 268 | 041 0 $11 | ‘252 | 146 | 2074 50
Kant... J 1178 | 4508 | 083 | 014 0 448 | 461 | 254 | 284 16

Having thus summarised Dr. Frankland's views—reproducing in
the consumers' interests, as in duty bound, the strictures on river
water of what may be considered the official report, it is only fair to
state that river water is not without its defenders and advocates.
Among these, Dr. Meymott Tidy stands econspicuous, and he has
recently summed up all, perhaps, that can be said in its favour in a
paper read before the Chemical Society in May, and printed in the
Society's transactions. He contends that dangerous organic matter is
rapidly destroyed through the operation of natural laws when intro-
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example, at Seething Wells, where, till lately, the Chelsea Company had
their intake, The rate of filtration of water should not exceed 540
gallons per square yard of filter-bed each 24 hours, and at this rate
filtration should be effective. The materials of filters are mainly sand,
shells, and gravel (inereasing in coarseness towards the bottom) arranged
in layers of different thicknesses.

Domestic pollution of water, The efforts of the Companies to
supply well-filtered water are frequently neutralised by the negleet of
“householders, who allow their cisterns, d&e., to fall into a filthy state.
Water, moreover, often undergoes very dangerous pollution, of which
the householder may be all unconscious, viz. :—through the * waste-
pipe " being connected with the house-drain, and consequently with
the sewer, to which it becomes a ventilator. Foul air is thus admitted
within the covered veceptacle and becoming absorbed by the water
confers on it qualities of a deleterious character, and it may in
favouring circumstances be the means of spreading disease. No more
familiar example can be quoted than typhoid fever, endemiecs o
which have been traced to the pollution of good water in the domestic

cistern,

Tt is to be regretted that the Water Companies generally should have
failed in their duty to the public by neglecting to exercise their power,
under the ‘“14th regulation,”* to cause the abolition of the waste-pipe
universally. The Chelsea Company alone, in the western part of the
Metropolis, have to any appreciable extent given effect to the regula-
tion. The * Metropolitan Authority ” (Board of Works) have not
interfered for the protection of the public—having practically ignored
the regulations from the first. Nor have the Local Government Board
taken any steps in the matter, although for years the Water Examiner

* The 14th regulation reads as follows :—* No overflow or waste pipe other
than a ‘ warning-pipe’ shall be attached to any cistern supplied with water by the
Company, and every such overflow or waste pipe existing at the time when these
regulations come into operation shall be removed, or at the option of the consumer,
shall be converted into an efficient ‘ warning pipe’ within two calendar months
next after the Company shall have given to the occupier of, or left at the premises
in which such cistern is situate, a notice in writing requiring such alteration to be
mﬂdﬂ."
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In the second, third and fourth quarters the sulphur impurity did
not on any occasion exceed the Parliamentary limit, and the averages
were well within it. In the first quarter, moreover, the average was
below the maximum, but the maximum was exceeded on seventeen
occasions in January, in gas manufactured at Kensal Green. The
Company, however, lodged appeals against the returns, as the excess
had been caused by the defective state of certain valves which gave
rise to a serious leakage whereby much of the gas escaped proper
purification. The Company was compelled to continue working with
defective valves until the season arrived at which the smaller quantity
of gas required could be supplied from other stations, when the de-
fective valves were re-placed by valves of a better construction. The
appeal was allowed, the Chief Gas Examiner certifying that the excess
of sulphur had been due to an unavoidable cause.

No complaint was received from any private consumer in respect of
the illuminating power of the gas in 1879, and I understand that
Mr. Philip Monson, your Vestry’s Superintendent of Street Lighting,
is satisfied with the quality of gas as supplied to the public lamps.
The burners now in use are calculated to consume gas at the rate
of 45 cubic feet per hour, whereas the burners formerly in use,
originally provided when Cannel gas was employed, consumed only
three feet per hour; but notwithstanding the increased consumption
of gas (= 50 .per cent.) and the consequent improvement in the
lighting of the public thoroughfares, the cost is not greater than
under the old system of a fixed annual payment per lamp.

I cannot conclude this report without expressing my cordial thanks
to various parochial officials for the assistance so freely afforded to my
Department on all oceasions.

It would be difficult to over-rate the value of the sympathetic co-
operation of the Board of Guardians, and their officers, in all
measures for preventing the spread of infectious diseases.

The sub-district Registrars (Messrs. Barnes and Hume), and the
Vacecination Officer (Mr. Shattock), have always readily supplied what-
information I may have required.

The members of the Sanitary staff, never lacking in zeal, have












TABLE |I.
Estimated population of Kensington at the middle of the

and in 10 previous years; number of inhabited hamgae?rﬂftzgg:
Deaths, and Marriages (gross numbers). :
e ———
o | hoied, | i | Regesd | eyt | g
1879. | 156,250 20,210 4,700 2,002 1,428
1878 153,600 19,719 4,607 3,120 1,331
1877 | 151,000 19,330 4,648 2,624 1,411
1876 | 148,000 18,944 4,499 2,896 1,417
1875 143,500 18,444 4,478 2,786 1,346
1874 138,000 17,667 4,356 2,696 1,311
1873 | 133,000 16,920 4128 2,439 1,243
1872 | 127,400 16,206 4,041 2,225 1,132
1871 121,500 15,394 3,804 2,360 1,131
| 1870 | 116,350 15,279 3,705 2,473 892§
1869 | 111,350 14,654 3,625 2,267 891}
Average
rg:;t,?{,:} 134,370 17,255 4,189 2,588 ,, I

Notes.—Population at Census, 1871, 120,234,
Average number of persons per house at Census, 1871, 7-8.
Area of Parish, 2,190 Statute Acres (according to Registrar-General).

* The population is estimated to the middle of the year. Between 1869 and 1871
inclusive, a yearly addition has been made to the population based on the known increase
between the Censuses of 1861 and 1871. The same principle has been adopted with
regard to the number of inhabited houses, in the absence of specific information on the
subject, such has as been forthcoming since 1871. Some of the figures in this and sub-
sequent Tables differ from those in former reports, as the result of a revision of the
estimated population, based upon the best attainable information. The population at the
Census, 1861, was 70,108.

t The actual number of deaths registered in the Parish was 2,966, and it includes
106 deaths of non-parishioners at the Brompton Consumption Hospital, which are retained
as a compensatory allowance for the deaths of of parishioners that may have taken place
in general hospitals, &c., out of the Parish. The total, 2,092, is made up by the addition
of 26 deaths of parishioners from small-pox and “ fever,” that took place at the hospitals
of the Metropolitan Asylum District.

+ The returns of marriages for the years 1869-70, do not include those that took
place at the Superintendent Registrar's Office, concerning which I have no informa tion,
















































