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MEDICAL OFFICER'S REPORT.
1865.

With Table of Causes of Death, &c.

To the Vestry of St. James and St John, Clerkenwell.

(GENTLEMEN,

I now do myself the honor of laying before you my
Tenth Annual Report upon the sanitary state of the district, for
the year 1865.

The number of deaths occurring in the district from all
causes, during the year 1865, was 1613. The average of deaths
for the last ten years was 1497; thus the deaths were 116 more
than the average. The general yearly mortality is shown below,
the number of births being appended :—

Desths, Births.
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Every year a certain number of deaths of the inhabitants
of the district takes place in Greneral and Special Hospitals, and
in Lunatic Asylums. 'The number of these estimated for 1865
amounts to 122.

The births which took place during the year were 2389 ;
the natural increase of the population being therefore 776. In
the preceding year, the births were 2224, and the natural increase
489; the greater increase of the year 1865 arising from the
conjoint favourable causes, of a diminution in the number of
deaths, and an increase in the number of births. The annual
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average of births for the last ten years is 2271; so that the
number for 1865 is above the annual average.

The number of deaths from Zymotic* diseases in 1865, was
381; that for the preceding eight years having been respectively
348, 327, 329, 266, 381, 422, 411, and 435 ; the average being 364.
Hence the Zymotic deaths were above the average, but fewer than
those of the preceding three years.

The number of deaths occurring from the principal Zymotic
diseases was 316, that for the preceding year being 378 thus
there is a diminution of 162 in the number of deaths from these
diseases. The exact causes, and the numbers of these deaths, is
exhibited in the subjoined table.

: | 2 ;

| 1213 i :
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1857 | 6|51 |42 | 84 | 65| 47+ 9 295 | 1406
1858 | 65|69 |64 |61 | 55| 31 + 8 285 | 1477

1859 | 9|24 |82 |87 68| 31 +6 301 | 1374
1860 | 10 | 39 | 60 | 62 |38 | 27 + &5 226 | 1383
1861 | 0|22 [ 95 |107 | 72 | 44 + 17 | 3840 | 1494
1862 | 1|76 |133 |63 (42| 70 + 9 375 | 1572
1863 | 26 | 44 146 | 66 | 52 | 42 + 8 376 | 1509
1864 | 7 |73 |94 |71 | 87| 46 + 9 378 | 1735
1865 | 12 | 27 | 57 |88 |84 | 48 + 5 316 | 1613

* This term, which was first proposed by Dr. Farr, of the Registrar General's
Office, is now generally employed to signify Infectious, Epidemic, and Endemic
diseases.
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700 deaths occurred from all causes in infants and children
under five years of age. In the preceding eight years the numbers
were respectively, 663, 656, 628, 624, 707, 724, 728, and 789.

343 deaths occurred at and above 60, including 53 at and
above 80; the corresponding numbers for the preceding year
being 351 and 55.

293 deaths arose from pulmonary diseases, the number for
the preceding year being 347.

174 deaths occurred in the Workhouse ; the deaths for the
last six years having been 120, 137, 160, 172, 158, and 167.

38 deaths tooks place in the House of Correction ; and 4 in
the House of Detention. The numbers for the preceding year
were 42 and 5.

The accidental deaths were 19, against 22 in 1864, viz.: 6
from fractures and contusions, 1 from burns, 8 from suffocation,
and 4 from other causes.

6 deaths arose from murder, all in infants. In 1864, 1 death
only arose from this cause.

11 deaths arose from suicide, viz. :—2 from wounds; 5 from
poison ; and 4 from hanging.

106 inquests were held in the year; 72 upon persons dying
from natural causes; 17 upon those dying from accident or
negligence ; 6 upon those where murder was committed ; and 11
upon those dying from suicide.

We have here the principal numerical facts connected with
the mortality of the year. A summary of the causes of death,
and the ages at which they oceurred, will be found in the appended
Table. The deaths were 116 more than the average, but 122 less
than those of the preceding year.

In estimating the mortality, the question of increase of
population must be taken into account. According to the census
of 1861, the population of the district was found to have in-
creased by the number 903 from the years 1851 to 1861 ; so
that if this rate was preserved, there would be 451 more
inhabitants in the district than in 1861, making a total of 66,130.
Whether this increase exists in the population, is, however,
doubtful, since many houses have been pulled down, and the
Model Lodging-houses, Corporation and Cobden Buildings have
been constructed and occupied. At any rate, the mortality is
less than that of the preceding year; the births were also more
numerous. Judging from the number of births, the population
would amount to 68,000. The mortality of any distriet in the
metropolis, is to some extent, connected with that of the remaining.
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The free intercourse between the inhabitants of the various
parishes, must tend especially to the diffusion of contagious
maladies. The deaths oceurring in the entire metropolis during
the year were 73,460, those of the preceding year having been
77,723 ; so that the year was healthier than the preceding year
throughout the Metropolis.

'15]1ﬁ most important diseases in a sanitary point of view, are
the Zymotic diseases, as the mortality from them is to a great
extent preventible. Assuming that the spread of these diseases
by infection or contagion is to some extent unavoidable, the
mortality resulting from them will mainly depend upon the
sanitary state of the localities in which they occur. If the
dwellings be clean, not overcrowded, the water pure, foul accumu-
lations %i prevented, and a general cleanly state of the occupants
be preserved, the mortality resulting from Zymotic diseases will
be small. While if the dwellings be dirty, and overerowded, the
water be kept in foul reservoirs, and offensive matters be retained
in and about the house, the mortality from these diseases will be
very great. It is nmo uncommon circumstance to enter a house,
or an apartment, and to perceive at once, the Typhus-smell.
Not perhaps that Typhus may be there; but if t{la infection
shoulg be brought into the house, it will be sure to cause great
mortality, and to spread largely ; and this not only in the case of
Typhus, but that of any Zymotic disease. The great aim of
sanitary measures is to find out these localities, and they are
pretty well known, and to remove from them all unsanitary and
unfavourable influences.

In a poor population they are very numerous, as poverty
and the general depression resulting from it, tend to render the
members listless and careless in regard to the concern even of
their lives.

By reference to page 12, it will be seen that the mortality
from %mntic diseases has fallen considerably. A correspondin
diminution in the mortality resulting from the most common ang
fatal of them is also noticeable. It will also be noticed that the
latter mortality for the preceding 4 years amounted to very
nearly the same numbers.

he number of deaths occurring from Small Pox was 12;
19 cases were sent to the Small Pox Hospital in the year, one
having died. As this disease prevailed considerably in the early
part of the year, the hand-bills directing to vaccination and the
vaccine stations, were posted freely throughout the Parish.

The deaths from Measles fell remarkably from 78 to 27 ;
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those from Scarlet Fever, from 94 to 57, of which 4 were
registered as arising from Diphtheria.

The deaths from Hooping Cough increased slightly from 71
to 88.

The deaths from Diarrhcea were nearly the same as those of
the preceding year, viz., 84 and 87. The ovecurrence of a few
cases of Cholera at Southampton and Epping in the Autumn,
produced some alarm, lest the disease should reach the Metropolis
and this Parish. 7 deaths were registered as resulting from it
here dutiing the year ; the numbers for the preceding 5 years being
1,1, 4,1, 2

’The deaths from Consumptive diseases were 326, the number
for the preceding year being 283 ; while those from Pulmonary
diseases were 292, and in the preceding year 347.

The Workhouse. In the course of a series of comments
upon the condition of the Workhouses of the Metropolis, by a
writer in the “ Lancet,” that of Clerkenwell came in for its share.

The writer ably pointed out very numerous defects in the
structure of the buifmng, and in the arrangements connected with
it. These were previously well-known to exist, although they
cannot be too frequently alluded to ; and the necessity of providing
a new Workhouse has long been under the consideration of the
Guardians of the Poor of the Parish, and the Poor Law Com-
missioners,

The impossibility of finding and obtaining a suitable site, and
the very heavy increase of rating which would be requisite to
provide the necessary funds, have caused the Guardians to take
time in their action, especially as it has not been shown that any
undue mortality is the result of the present arrangements.

The use of the very unsatisfactory tramp-wards has been
abolished by the provision of other and satisfactory premises, in
another part of the Parish.

The very objectionable dead-house has also been replaced by
a newly constructed one, in an open site, removed from the
Workhouse. :

Model buildings. About the middle of the year, the
Corporation Buildings in the Farringdon Road, and the Cobden
Buildings in the King’s Cross Road, were opened for occupation.

These buildings are, in many respects, very superior to those
containing the tenements occupied by the poor; each being pro-
vided with its water-closet, water-supply, and dust-shoots.
But the massing together of such large numbers of people
presents great facilities for the diffusion of Zymotic diseases, and
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causes a difficulty, which may be hereafter removed, in carrying
off the large amount of excretions by the drains, which con-
sequently become frequently stopped up.

During the year, 14 deaths occurred in Corporation Buildings,
5 from Zymotic diseases, among about 811 inhabitants.
Cobden Buildings, the deaths were 2, both from Zymotic diseases,
among about 180 inhabitants.

Moreover, the price at which the tenements are let, is above
that which the y poor, who require the most perfection of
sanitary arrangements, can pay.

Trif; short period durijl}g which these buildings have been
opened, prevents the making of a fair comparison of the mortality
occurring in them with that of the district in general.

Bakehouses. The Bakehouses in the district were visited
and examined by the Sanitary Committee and myself. They
were 73 in number ; and the necessary cleansings required in some
instances were ordered to be effected.

Slaughter-houses. The Slaughter-houses were also
visited in the same way, and the necessary improvements ordered
to be made. The visitation of these renders important service, in
interfering with the accumulation and retention of refuse upon
the premises, and the prevention of the keeping of animals so as to
be a nuisance. The Slaughter-houses were 37, kept by 36 butchers.

Cow-houses. The Cow-houses were also inspected by the
Sanitary Committee and myself. They were 28 in number, kept
by 24 cow-keepers. At the time they were visited, that terrible
disease, the Cattle Plague, had been devastating the cows in the
district.

In 1864, the number of cows was 652. When the cow-houses
were inspected in October, 1865, the number was only 153 ; and
by the end of the yewr the number was still further reduced.
The first cow died of the disease on the 10th of July, the re-
mainder of a batch of 20 in one cow-yard being rapidly swept off.
It is interesting to notice that out of 250 cows kept by one cow-
keeper, all but 31 either died of the disease, or were killed while
suffering from it, these escaping the disease or passing through
it favorably.

The disease prevailed in all the cow-sheds. Some "of those
which suffered least, were by no means the best ventilated. Those
in which the cows were most numerous, were generally soonest
infected, independently of the question of ventilation; the cause
probably depending upon the exchange of the animals, and the
resulting importation of the infection.
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Sanitary Improvements.  The following important
Sanitary Improvements were carried out during the year :—186

feet of 9-inch pipe-sewer were laid down; 5 sewers were repaired,
and 46 cleansed ; 9 new gullies were constructed, 4 trapped, 12
repaired, and 241 cleansed; 32 house drains were laid down:
37 houses were drained; 27 cesspools were destroyed, filled up,
and waterclosets substituted for them; 157 loads of soil were
removed from the sewers and gullies; and 2 new urinals erected,
1 on Clerkenwell Green, and 1 at the junction of the Pentonville
and King’s Cross Roads.

The subjoined Table exhibits the meteorology of the year :—

g o| & 2
g | E 8| = g
8 | g8 LTI E il i
- e =1 - b= = o
1865 Eleh ) . B3| & | 4§ |8
= Ea -E =B = e e o
g | 2% moo Mgl B < |ag
gls | E| &l ® | §]R8
& | A a i & S
Year: e o aseo03] 19 44-1 | 80 | 20-78 |29°0 |T-8°8
Winter Quarter ...|365|—2:0| 31'8 | 85 | 2961 | 61 412
(Jan., Feb., March)
Spring Quarter ...|56:2| 41| 473 | 72| 2991 | 72 H-1'4
(April, May, June)
Summer Quarter ...|62:5| +3°0| 54'5 | 76 | 29'86 | 6:5 |—09
(July, Aug., Sept.)
Autumn Quarter ...|64°0| +-23| 426 | 88 | 29.73 | 92 |4+21
(Oct., Nov., Dec.)

This Table shows the peculiarities of the seasons, viz.: that
the winter was colder than the average, the spring, summer and
autumr. being warmer ; and that the rain-fall was above that of
the average.

I have the honour to remain,
GENTLEMEN,
Your obedient Servant,

December, 1866, J. W. GRIFFITH, M.D.
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SURVEYOR’'S REPORT.

VEsTRY HALL, CLERKENWELL,
July 12th, 1866.

TO THE VESTRY OF ST. JAMES AND ST. JOHN,
CLEREENWELL.

GENTLEMEN,
I beg respectfully to submit the following Report
for the year ending Lady-day, 1866 :— -

SEWAGE AND SANITARY WORKS.

During this period 186 feet of 9-inch pipe sewer were laid
down in Cumberland Terrace.

5 sewers have been repaired, and 46 cleansed.

9 new gullies have been constructed, 4 trapped, 12 repaired,
and 241 cleansed.

32 house drains have been laid down, comprising 7 9-inch,
and 25 6-inch drains, while 37 houses have been drained.

27 cesspools have been destroyed and filled up, and water-
closets substituted for them.

157 loads of soil have been taken out and removed from the
sewers and gullies. And

2 new urinals have been erected, viz.: 1 on Clerkenwell

Green, and 1 at the junction of Pentonville and King’s Cross
Roads.
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VESTRYMEN

OF THE PARISH

ST. JAMES AND ST. JOHN, CLERKENWELL,
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Elected Pursuant to the Metropolis Local Management Act,

158¢h and 198k Vie. cap. 120,
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s T CRLATILER BELT: \.ouontanenisdnssissosssioedon ot 166, St. John-street-road
s Mr. JOBEPH TABKER .........co0u0cu0eue:e0anneess 105, 8t. John-street
1868 Mr. CORNELIUS BROOKS HOLLIDAY .......... 7, Upper Charles-street
e HI‘. FREDERICE WHJLIE‘||.Jlll-. L T ] 9‘ P{’Iﬂl‘ﬂ'ﬂl‘m
1' Mr‘- JOHN HDGHE """""" AR R R R R A R R R ] “. Cﬂldm‘:ﬂwa
Lt ] Hr-' GEGRGE CRGUUHER LR R R E RN R RNy H*I F“mIlEdM‘md
w Mr. THOMAS GREENWOOD ...... resarsnseeas 21, Bt James's-walk

» Mr. THOMAS CHARLES BLUNDELL ............ 123, St. John-street
1869 Mr. EDWARD JOHN THOMPSON .0ceivvrnnnnnnnn 5 & 6, Percival-street

n Mr. THOMAS BOWYER ARNETT ..ovivornen s 81, Sekforde-street

P 6 e e e e 8, Upper Charles-street

» Mr. RICHARD NUNN ........... srrssmssasaasn-ense 28, Percival-strest

» Mr. PIERRE STEPHEN POLEY..... sessessaiaesaas 86, Clerkenwell-green

L1} Hr' JDHH GR\IFFITHS L R A R N N T A R R ] '!'11 Glﬂl‘kﬁhﬁﬁu‘MD

WARD No. 5.

1 M. HENRY BMETE .ovveconvosesininiosiirssssias 49, 8t. John-street

» Mr. JAMER BRADNAM .....cocceunisssssscsssnans 81, Aylesbury-street

11 Hh WILLIA-H PHH-ILI—P L I e l?,ﬂ kﬂnwall“mn

n AL EDWARD RERD . ... i i . iairas.sussan.ss 32, Northampton-strect

¥¥ Hr- EDWA-ED CLARE lllllll (A SRR T R SRR BEN ll.BEI‘kEl\E}’-ﬂrﬁﬁt
1868 Mr. JOHN HURREN ................ e e e 84, St. John-street

L1 HI'. Tﬂnm PACE FFFFFF L R T Y E’E. Gﬂltﬁﬂtﬁ)ﬂ-ﬂtﬁt

» Mr. FREDERICK KING .......c...... oo haa e L 45, 8t. John-street

Lh Mri WILLIM J-AMEE HARRIEGH LES NN LN Il:ﬂ', Etu Jﬂlln"ﬂ-mt

w Mr. GEORGE BWAN .....ocvcernrncnnases S 94, St, John-street
laﬂa Hr- HER—?EY BYAE LA ERE AR ERE N LR N T N R R R ] 1“3- EL Jﬂh.tl'\ﬂtrﬁ'ﬂti

LB Mr- JABIEE TERRY L T T ] 2!5.5‘“1-1}’0““'&“&3

w ML THOMAS NIXET ...oiiceeibonsitibisseeesionse 80, 8t. John-street

i RSO BN oreeoecnmsnnioisissssinis e 4, Wilderness-row

LE) Hr' EBWAR'D REDFERH lllllll WEEEEE R EE g R R e A e ﬂ,imu—m&

Representative at the Metropolitan Board of Works, EDW, J. THOMPSON, Esq.,
(Whose term of office will expire by efluxion of time on the second Wednesday in June, 1869.)

EX-OFFICIO MEMBERS.

ST. JAMES'S,

Rev. ROBERT MAGUIRE, M.A., Incumbent ...... seevnsaac.. 89, Myddleton Square,
Mr. WILLIAM GILLINGWATER, Churchwarden R —— L e :
Mr. FRED. WM. WILLCOCKS, Churchwarden .............. 13, Lloyd Square.

87, Joux's,
Rev. HUGH HUGHES, D.D., BectOr ...vucveeeersressesssass 18, Chadwell Street

Mr. JOHN DIX, Churchwarden .......ceeicceneuse.e sessssnsns By Aylesbury Street,
Mr. GEORGE JOHN OLIPHANT, Churchwarden ........... 59, Red Lion Street,
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OFFICERS UNDER THE METROPOLIS LOCAL
MANAGEMENT ACT.

Yestry Clerk.
Mr. ROBERT PAGET .viuuiiiiuiiienrennsannnransnsss 60, Pentonville Road.

Assistant Clerk.
HI'- F-l DETHRIDGE BEERRF s s IR AR s R AR R e R R e BN EEE Hﬂiq Cit}FRﬂﬂ.d.

Junior Clerk.
ur. EDMUHD PUB\D’I FEEE sEBFFA AR REEEE e GASEBEE 9-, an!hm Rﬂﬂd. Dl]ﬂ‘tﬂﬂ.

Mrn EAHDERB BEYAH---.E#*##I llllll LR E NN ﬁs.wmsmﬂhpﬂﬂmvﬂlﬂa

Inspectors of Nuisances and Street Keepers.

WARDs 1, 2, & 3.
ALEXANDER WILLIAMS.......cciiv0nanvasnesses. 28, Upper Rosoman Street.

WarDs 4 & 5.
EASS BUEELEE LR RN I R T O I TR o T g g iﬂ.. Et, Jﬂhn Sqm,

Solicitor to the Vestry.
Mr. WILLIAM JAMES BOULTON .ivcvicsssrnns . Northampton Square.

Medical OfMicer of Health.

"l W‘ GRIFFITHf HPD' LR A E R RSN E R RN EEEENNENE NE RN 51. wmthm Rdl'cmﬂmHWTn‘wn.
Collectars,

WILLIAM JOHN IRONSIDE . ssvassssasansass S0, Bakor Et:reet.. Lloyd Square.

CHARLES ROBERT HOLLIDAY ovvvvreeneoinninis 9, Ki

GEORGE BENNETT ....ccccnma0as R S 2 W 132 Et.nfﬂhn Street Road.

WILLIMI BRDWN-I-IHI li-:l-!‘ll-i----.pq PARE R R e e 13, th. Juhﬂ sqmrﬂ'





















