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from small-pox, all in unvaccinated subjects or infants; 52 from

measles, 45 from scarlet fever, 84 from hooping-cough, 66 from
diarrheea, and 48 from typhus.

On comparing these deaths with those of 1856, the number
from small-pox is the same; that from measles 22 more than in
the latter ; from searlet fever 10 less; from hooping-cough 26
more ; from diarrheea 22 more; and from typhus 8 less. Hence;
the excess of deaths from measles and hooping-cough nearly cor-

responds to the total excess of deaths from the entire class of
diseases.

663 of the total number of deaths occurred in children under

five years of age—nearly one-half: and 297 in persons sixty or
more years of age.

274 deaths arose from consumptive diseases or those of the
tubercular class.

The births during the year were 2,219, those of 1856 being
2,879.

The mean temperature of the year was higher, and the move-
ment of the wind slower than the average.

It will be presently seen that a great deal has been done dnn'nﬁ
the year in the removal of cesspools, making of drains, &e., an
yet the mortality from zymotic diseases is greater than in the
preceding year. It must be remembered, however, that the
noxius influences have been under removal, and the agency of
death resulting from the previous action of malaria, have been at
work nearly at the same time ; so that no material benefit can be
expeeted. to have resulted from these important proceedings at
resent. It is evident, however, that unfavourable influences have
n al work in promoting the propagation and increased fatality
of zymotic diseases; and I may remark, that in most instances,
where death from zymotic disease has occurred, I have visited the
houses, and it has been but very rarely that I have not found some
striking eause for the production of disease and death. A high
temperature and slow wind are undeubtedly favourable to tie
woruction and spread of zymotic diseases, and tend to bring inte
}'ull play the action of unfavourable samitary eonditions, which
otherwise might have remained inert, or exerted but a feeble
influence. To these unfavourable influences, may probably be
referred the large increase in the number of deaths Eum diarrhcea ;
although when 1t is considered that two deaths only are registered
as having arisen from “want of breast-milk,” we may be sure that
many of the deaths referred to diarrhea have arisen from the latter
cause, as explained in my former Report, page 18.

Water supply.—The water supplied by the New River Com-
pany eontinues satisfactory in quality, It is even purer than it
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was, containing 1592 Igruins of inorganic, and ‘80 grains of organic
matter per g‘fﬁlun. ut there is room for vast improvement in
the increase of quantity, which is still very deficient in the courts
and alleys. A great source of evil lies in the existence of under-
und cisterns, in which the water is stored in some of the courts,
ing pumped up as required. In two instances, the contents of
these cisterns were most foul and offensive, and actually contained
rtions of human excrement recognizable by the microscope. So
]:Jong as these are allowed to exist, there can be no certainty of the
water not becoming contaminated with the contents of surcharged,
obstructed, or imperfect drains; and those who drink it, run grent
risk of suffering severely from cholera, diarrheea, and other zymotie
diseases,

Cons-houses.—During the year, there have been great complaints
I'ﬁg‘al'dl:f nuisances arising from the cow-houses; and it is to be
regretted that these establishments are not removed into more
open spots, beyond the metropolis, or that their management is not
under control and regular supervisiouw.

Slaughter-houses.—The condition of the slanghter-houses is
good, and the improvements effected preparatory to the granting
of the licenses, have been considerable.

Urinals.—A great deficiency of these exists in the district, and
several are required. These should not be placed in out-of the way
situations, but where they could easily be seen by persons looking
for them ; nor should they be placed against houses, where the
urine would soak through the walls. They could be kept sweet
by daily flushing and white-washing with chloride of lime and
water, without incurring the enormous expense of a constant
flushing with simple water.

Nuisanees removed.—During the year the large number of 386
cesspools have been destroyed, and the closets properly panned and
trapped, and 150 houses haye been properly drained. In addition,
a few (far too few) houses have been cleansed and lime-whited,
some water-butts cleansed, and several accumulations of refuse,
foul bones, &e. removed.

One manufactory, both a nuisance and the cause of injury to
health, has been removed from the district; two others, at least
nuisances, have also been removed ; and improvements, sometimes at
a great cost, have been effected in others, which were the source
of iraat complaint and injury. It deserves to be mentioned, that
with very few exceptions, the nuisances have been removed simply
under the serving of the notices issued by the Vestry, and without
the employment of legal proceedings.

The detailed manner in which T noticed the causes of injury to
health and increased mnrta]jtﬂ' in my last Report, renders it un-
necessary to dwell upon them here. Although great improvements


















