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PREFACE

HEALTH REPORT FOR THE METROPOLITAN BOROUGH OF WOOIWICH, 1964

Tadies and Gentlemen,

T have the honour to present the 64th and last Annual Report
on the health of the Metropolltan Borough of Woolwich.

The publication cof this Report had, of necessity, to be
delayed due to the recorganisation of London Local Government.

Turing the whole of the year 1964 detailed arrangements were
being made for the merging of the Local Authority Health and Welfare
Services into one new LDLepartment so that there would be no disruption
of the local services. The merging of the Local Authority Health
and Velfare 3ervices into a combined Health and Welfare Department
of the new Borough of Greenwich has been widely welcomed as giving a
wonderful opportunity to expand this werk and, at the same time to
preserve the best of the old foundations well and truly laid by the
former Authorities,

Before closing the Preface to my last Report I should like
briafly to refer to the chief events in 1964 so far as the old
Woolwich area is concerned.

The infant death rate for the Borough of Woclwich was for the
second year, the lowest on record at 16.9, a similar figure to that
for the year 1960. It is indeed gratifying to report that during
the year there were only three deaths attributable to tuberculosils.
This is an astonishing fact which even 20 years ago would have been
thought impossible tn achieve. This remarkable reduction is the
result of continuous efforts over many years by the Chest Physicians;
the greatly improved methods of detecting chest disease; the better
utilization of the preventive services; the success of the B.C.G.
vaccination scheme; and, of course, the modern drugs avallable.

One disturbing aspect of the Borough's statistics continues
to be the increasing number of deaths from cancer, totalling 366 in
the year 1964, This is by far the highest number on record for
the lMetropolitan Borough of Woolwich, and an increase of 39 on the
previous year. 99 of the cancer deaths were from carcinoma of the
lung or bronchus. I can only again stress the seriousness of
smoking and the need for more publicity and a greater awareness of
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the risks involved amongst the general publie.

The impetus of recent years in the rapid expansion of
the Health Services was maintained in 1964, advances being
made in many directions. An important start was made during
1964 in the administration of the new Offices and Shops Act,
which is designed to raise the general working conditions in
these premises. Altogether 1,992 premises were registered
during the year and of these 302 received an initial detailed
inspection. In the premises registered at the end of the
year over 10,000 persons were employed. Generally, local
offices are reasonably satisfactory, although in a small
minority their conditions left much to be desired. The
general standard has much improved in recent years due to a
large increase in new office bullding. With regard teo the
conditions in shop premises, there are still several shops,
particularly in older parts of the Borough, which are below
the minimum standard and strenuous efforts are being made to
bring about an early improvement.

During 1964, despite the imminent transfer of functions
to the new Borough recuiring detailed planning, rapid strides
were nevertheless made in the Council's Clean Alr Programme.

In addition, the services for the elderly were belng constantly
expanded. Details of this work are contained in the body of
the Report.

Woolwich can loock back with pride on its achievements in
health and welfare since its formation in 1900. The Borough
has been fortunate in always having an enlightened and
progressive Couneil, and it has been my honour and privilege
to serve them for the last 24 years. This Report would be
most incomplete if I did not record my grateful thanks to the
members and to the staff, both of my own and other Departments,
for their unfailing support and help.

Your obedient Servant,

T. STANDRING.
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g ENERAL STATISTICS

Area cof Borough:
Number of dwellings:
Number of persons per acre:

Total Rateable Value:
(including Government property)

Product of ld. rate:

8,282 statute acres.

45,172
18.08

£7,958,360

£32,143

YITAL sSSP A R-T08 T J C-8

Extracts from the vital statistics for the year. with

comparative figures for 1963 are shown in the following Table:-

TABLE NO. 1

Estimated mid-year Home Population
Live Births - Legitimate
Illegitimate
Total Live Births
Birth Rate
Stillbirths
Stillbirths - Rate per 1,000 total births
Total Deaths
Death Rate per 1,000 population
Maternal Deaths
Death Rate from Puerperal Causes per
1,000 total births
Deaths of Infants under one year
Death Rate of Infants under one year
Neo-natal Mortality Rate
Deaths from Tuberculosis (all forms)
Deaths from Cancer (all ages)

BIRTHS

1963
148,690
2,249
159
2,408
16.2
38
15.5
1,790
12,0
1

0.4
62
28.9
2T.0
16
327

1064

149,810
2,326
163
2,489
1607

38
15.0
1,583
10.6

1

0.4

Lo

16.9
11.25

3
366

The number of live births registered in Woolwich during 1964
was 3,286. After correction for inward and outward transfers,
the net number of Woolwich live births was 2,480 being 81 more
than the previous year. Of the total births 1,269 were boys and

1,220 girls.
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The adjusted birth rate was 18,0 compared with the birth
rete for London of 20.0 and that for England and Wales of 18.4.
There were 38 stillbirths during the year.

MARRIAGES

There were 1,54 marriages in the Borough during 1964, of
which 765 took place in Churches; the remaining %91 took place
at the Woolwlich Hegister Office. 0f the number of marriages
which took place in Churches in the Borough, Registrars of
Marriage attended on 114 occasions.

DEATHS

The number of deaths registered in Woolwich was 1,583 and
after ccrrection for inward and outward transfers the net number
was 1,571 giving a death rate of 10.6 for the Borough, compared
with 12.9 the previous year. Of the total deaths, 636 (or 40,2
per cent.) were 75 yers of age or over.

The adjusted death rate for Woolwich was 1l1.l4 compared with
the figure of 11.0 for London, and of 1l.3 for England and Wales.

Leaths of Woolwich residents in hospitals in the Borough
totalled 461, whilst 468 died in other hospitals.

MATERNAL DEATHS

There was one maternal death during 1964, and one in the
previous year,

NATURAL INCREASE IN POPUIATION (i.e. excess of Births over Deaths)
In 1964 the natural increase in population was 906; in 1962
it was 668; and in 1963 it was 618,
INQUESTS
Sixty-four inquests were held on Woolwich residents during

the year, and 434 post-mortems on Woolwich residents were carried
out on behalf of the Coroner.



INFANT MORTALITY

There were 42 infant deaths, being 20 less than in the
previous year. The infant death rate was 16.9 compared with
20.0 for Englanc and Wales, and 21.2 for London.

DEATHS FROM CANCER

0f the total number of deaths, 351 were from Cancer
(exeluding Sarcoma), being 32 more than in the previous year.

0f these, 179 occurred in men, and 172 in women. More
than half the Cancer deaths (294) took place in hospitals.

The following Tables give details of Woolwich deaths
from Cancer.

TABIE NO. 2

WOOIWICH DEATHS FROM CANCER OF THE IUNG
AND BRONCHUS, 1953-1064

Year Lung Bronchus Total Deaths in
Male Female Male Female Hospitals
1954 11 6 31 8 56 bo
1955 17 4 4= h 68 56
1956 23 ) 43 4 = 50
1957 18 9 48 5 80 38
1958 15 9 ) 12 B2 48
1959 17 b 37 9 67 49
1960 18 1 50 6 75 46
1961 22 L 4g 9 84 54
1962 26 7 4y 7 84 Ly
1963 19 4 Is 8 76 41
1964 19 9 58 13 99 78




TABLE NO.
WOOLWICH DEATHS FROM CANCER

(including all other specified Malignant Tumours)

Year Men Women Total Deaths Deaths in Hospitals
1544 128 95 279 116
1945 134 133 267 88
1946 123 115 238 143
1947 130 130 260 135
1948 138 141 279 138
1949 172 128 300 159
1950 175 155 330 173
1951 149 139 288 152
1952 166 151 317 150
1953 184 125 309 169
1954 145 148 293 193
1955 186 1%0 316 219
1956 176 137 313 183
1957 158 155 313 158
1958 168 149 317 151
1959 158 140 298 176
1960 162 154 316 188
1961 200 138 338 211
1962 188 127 315 162
1963 169 158 327 166
1064 187 179 366 294
TABLE NO. 4
CANCER DEATHS (EXCLUDING SARCOMA)
WOOLWICH, 1964 - SEAT OF PRIMARY DISEASE
Male Female Total Deaths in Hospitals

Stomach 25 15 4o 3l
Bronchus 58 13 Tl T0
Lung 19 9 28 20
Breast o 36 36 20
Colon 12 19 31 a7
Pancreas 13 T 20 15
Rectum 9 10 19 14
Uterus - 12 12 6
Prostate 11 - 11 9
Ovary o~ 9 9 6
Bladder 4 4 8 T
Liver 4 4 8 7
Caecum 1 5 6 3
Oesophagus 6 6 12 9
Kidney 1 I 2 1
Larynx 2 1 4 3
Tongue - - - -
Others and

Unspecified o =3 34 >3

Total: 179 172 351 294

= —————————————————————————— — ———————
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TABLE NO. 5 - NET DEATHS DURING THE CALENDAR YEAR 1964

& T A o o
peuch b b 8 8 8 8 §
% == 'g w ‘g 4] g 4] -g W g 7] g 4] - W
Causes of Death < = E 4 ~d4 >4 o g & E
.. L8 1t IR e s 21
S R N N oY oP 7
B el e ik e @ A

All causes 1,56 42 10 6 ‘13 50 399 427 636
Tuberculosis,respiratory 3 - - - -  f - 1 1
Tuberculosis, other - - - - - - -
Syphilitic disease 4 - - - 1 2 1
Other infective and

parasitic diseases 6 1 1 A - - 2 1 -
Malignant,neoplasm, stomach ho - - - - 2 6 14 18
Malignant neoplasm,lung,

bronchus 99 - - 46 29 24
Malignant neoplasm,breast %6 - 2 16 10 8
Malignant neoplasm,uterus 12 - - - - - 2 i 3
Other malignant and

lymphatic neoplasms 166 e | 1% siifeitiny  ARES 5g
Leukaemia, aleukaemia 13 - - - 2 g | 6 2
Diabetes 10 - - 1 3 6
Vascular lesions of

nervous system 154 &7 | SR won SRR Dl 1 | BER 182
Coronary disease, angina BT - - - - 6. 106 115" 1%0
Hypertension with heart

disease 28 - - - - 1 4 % 20
Other heart diseases 123 - 1 - - > 28 22 69
Other circulatory diseases 78 - - - - 2 19 18 39
Influenza 2 - - - - - - - 2
Pneumonia 132 3 - - 1 - 12 35 81
Bronchitis 85 ) - - - - 14 e ke 34
Other diseases of

respiratory system 10 - - - 1 - 6 2 1
Ulcer of stomach and

duodenum 21 - - - - 1 5 8 7T
Gastritis, enteritis

and diarrhoea 10 1 - - 1 1 2 5
Nephritis and Nephrosis 6 - - - 1 2 1 2
Hyperplasia of prostate 9 - - - 2 2 5
Pregnancy, Childbirth,

Abortion 1 e =1 g - - -
Congenital malformations 14 9 1 - - - 2 1 5 i
Other defined and 11l1-

defined diseases 103 21 4 1 1 4 22 21 29
Motor vehicle accidents 26 - i | 3 7 4 5 2 4
Other accidents 16 2 | - 2 2 6 i 2
Suicide 1T - - - 1l b 11 - 2
Homicide 2 1 - = - 1 - - -

=



The chief Vital Statistics for the
given in the following Table:-

Borough since 1944 are

TABLE NO. 6
: BIRTHS Net Deaths of the District
Population Net Under 1 Year |At all ages
estimated
Year | to middle Rate per
of each No. Rate No. 1,000 No. Rate
Year net
Births

19442 110,970 2,037 18.3 83 4o 1,611 | 14.5
1945a 115,270 2,021 18.5 83 41 1,478 | 12.8
1946a 134,420 2,903 21.6 91 31 1,531 | 11.4
1947a 140,150 3,193 22.8 87 27.2 1,626 | 11.6
1948a 142,800 2,527 3T.T T4 29.2 1,573 1 11.0
1949a 144,000 2,504 17.4 72 28.7 1,572 | 10.9
1950b 149,000 2,172 14.6 53 24,4 1,668 | 11.2'
1951b 149,800 2,273 15.1 63 7T 1,838 | 12.3
1952b 151,800 2,199 14.4 47 21.4 1,667 | 10.9
1953b 151,000 2,000 13.8 48 22.9 1,569 | 10.4
1954b 149,700 2,035 13.5 37| 18.1 |1,M43 | 9.6
1955b 148,500 1,971 13.2 39 19.7 1,557 T10.3
1956b 147,500 1,953 13.2 37 18.9 1,524 | 10.4
1957b 146,200 2,038 " 13.9 53 26.0 1,504 | 10.3
1958b 144,600 2,003 13.8 Lo 20.0 1,514 | 10.5
1959b 144, 800 1,972 13.6 3] 20.8 1,542 | 10.6
1960b 145,470 2,179 14.9 37 16.9 1,h24 9.8
1961b 146,850 2,156 14.7 38 17.6 1,616 | 11.0
1962b 148,140 2,2#8 15.1 Iy 19.5 1,580 10.7
1963b 148,690 2,408 16.2 62 28.9 1,79 | 12.0

a - Civil population.

b - Home population (Civil and resident Armed Forces)



PUBLIC HEALTH ADMINISTRATION

—_—

PUBLIC HEALTH INSPECTIONS OF THE AREA

The Publie Health Inspectors carried out 32,430 inspections,
including reinspections, during 1964, The nature of the
inspections is shown in Table No. T. As a result of the inspections
made, 512 Intimation Notices and 274 Statutory Notices were served,

TABLE NO. 7 - INSPECTIONS

Complaints inrestigated 1,427 Tents and Vans 13
Complaints (reinipections) 2,338 Public Houses 179

Outworkers' premises 180 Theatres and Cinemas 12

Houses re overcrowding 40 Hairdressers and Barbers 76
New Houses re water supply 706 Houses re disinfection

Houses re infectious or destruction of 22
diseases 1,149 artiecles

Houses re vermin 117 TFactories mechanically

Council housing applicants powered 159
check re vermin 1,087 Factories non-mechanically

Housing Act inspections 268 powered 55

Housing Act - Improvement Shops Act inspections 1,055
Grants 257 Food Premises 160

Houses re Certificates Complaints re food 47
of Disrepair 48 Houses, visits with

Water samplin: and testing 2% ovners, builders, etc. 266
Rodent Control 980 Houses re Slum Clearance

Atmospheriec Pollution 991 and Redevelopment 250

Houses re Smoke Control Pet Animals Premises 59
Areas 2,866 Visits re insect and

Houses re Smoke Control other pests 585
Areas (reinspections) 4,160 Shops re Pharmacy and

Men's lavatories 4o Poisons 178

Women's lavatories 3 Offices, Shops and

Houses re choked drains 241 Railway Premises Act,

Drainage inspections 555 196% inspections 382

Miscellaneous visits 4,108 lNon-effectual visits 5,555
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TABIE NO., 8 - NUISANCES ABATED

Dirty conditions remedied 121 Ceilings repaired or
Roofs repaired 134 renewed

Gutters, rainwater pipes, Iighting and ventilation
etc. repaired or renewed 105 defects remedied

Damp walls and other damp Areas and yards paved
conditions remedied 276 or repaired

Fireplaces, hearths, flues Sinks, S.W. pipes, etec.
etc. repaired or renewed 18 repaired or renewed
Floors, skirting and other Drains cleansed
woodwork Tl Drains repaired or

Water closets cleansed reconstructed
and repaired 38 Dustbins provided

Water closet pans and Other dilapidations
traps fixed 1l remedied

Water cleoset seats Foul accumulations
repaired or renewed 18 removed.

Water supply defects Houses repaired following
remedied 177 informal action

Windows repaired or Houses repaired following
renewed 197 formal action

Walls repaired or renewed 358

PUBLIC HEALTH (IONDON) ACT, 1936 - LEGAL PROCEEDINGS

It was not found necessary during the course of the year to
institute legal proceedings under the provisions of the Publie
Health (London) Act, 1936 in order to enforce the requirements of
the various statutory notices served.

WATER SUPPLY

By the end of the year under review, it was estimated that
the number of occupied dwellings in the Borough totalled 46,172.
The domestic water supply to all the dwellings in the area is
provided by the Metropolitan Water Board.

Bacteriological and chemical tests, including those for
radioactivity, are carried out by the Metropolitan Water Board
and the results of the various tests are forwarded to the Council
at regular intervals. The water in this area is not subject to
plumbo-solvent action.

=ll-
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65
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No complaints were received during the year as to
quantity or quality of the water. Samples of water taken
for bacterioclogical examination throughout the course of the
year from the seven wells still in use in the Borough proved
the water to be satisfactory.

Well water is used at the Council's swimming baths at
Woolwich and Plumstead, as well as for industrial and fire-
fighting purposes.

HAIRDRESSERS AND BARBERS SHOPS

The Council have Byelaws governing the cleanliness of
haidressers and barbers shops and eguipment used therein.

Persons carrying on the business of hairdressers or
barbers are alsc required, as are the shop premises, to be
registered under Section 18 of the Iondon County Council
(General Powers) Act, 1954,

At the end of the year the number of premises on the
Council's Register was as follows:-

Ladies' Halrdressers 64
Men's Vs 48
Combined (Ladies' and 11

Men's Hairdressers)

Regular inspections of the premises are carried out by
the Publiec Health Inspectorate.

BETTING, GAMING AND LOTTERIES ACTS, 1963/64

In accordance with the requirements of the Betting,
Gaming and Lotteries Acts, the Council issue permits in
respect of amusements with prizes. Before applications from
proprietors of cafes, restaurants or public houses are considered
reports are required from the Health Department as to the
aitability of the premises. During the year itwelve inspections
were carried out and reports submitted to the Town Clerk.



LICENSING ACT, 1961 - APPLICATIONS FOR CIUB REGISTRATION

Applications for Club registration under the provisions
of the Licensing Act are dealt with at the local Magistrate's
Court. However, before the applications are considered by
the Magistrate copiles are forwarded to the Council for observation.
Visits are made to the premises requiring registration by the
Publiec Health Inspectors to ensure that the minimum requirements
as a Public Health and Food and Drugs Authority are met.

Reports were made in respect of 23 club premises during
the year.

PIGEON NUISANCE

The Health Department continued to take such measures as
were possible to reduce the nuisance from pigeons in the Borough,
and the total number of birds destroyed by the end of the year
was 668. The main method is by trapping, using specially designed
traps for the purpose, and in addition to the birds destroyed a
considerable number of pigeon eggs were collected and also destroyed.

OUTWORKERS

‘The houses of persons employed on outwork are periodically
inspected by the Public Health Inspectors to ensure that working
conditions and cleanliness are satisfactory, and the latest returns
received from employers of outworkers indicate that the number of
persons employed as outworkers totalled 140.

A further 130 persons who live outside the area of the Borough
are, however, employed by local industry.

The nature of the work is as follows:~
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Wearing Apparel
(Making ete. 65 - - -~ ol e
cleaning & washing)
Household linen 2 . - s Sqeiy
Leather Goods 2 - - o o =
Lampshades TO - - - -l -
Artificial Flowers Nil - - = - a
Xmas Crackers Nil - - = 'k &
Cardboard Boxes 1 - - - = i

FACTORIES ACT, 1961

DETAILS OF INSPECTIONS CARRIED OUT DURING 1964

FPREMISES

No. on
Register

Inspections

- Written

Notices

Prosecuted.

Occuplers

(1)

(11)

(111)

Factories in which Sections
1,2,3,4 and 6 of the Act of
1961 are to be enforced by
Local Authorities.

Factories not included in (1))
in which Sec. T 1s énforced
by the Local Authority.

Other premises in which
Sec. T 1s enforced by the
Local Authority (execluding
Outworkers' premises).

251

159

Total:

261

214

«]T=




CASES IN WHICH DEFECTS WERE FOUND AND REMEDIED

No. of cases in which
defects were found

erios 5o 5|53

; g3 258 | E58 | 52

@ 2

gl g|85e|ehe | 8n

s | e8| F2 o

o' [ued — m (= o

[a ™

Want of cleanliness L 4 - - -

Overcrowding - - - - -

Inadequate ventilation - - = 1 3

Unreasonable temperature - - = = =

Ineffective drainage of floors - - = - e
Sanitary conveniences:-

(2) Insufficient - - - - -

(L) Unsuitable or defective 6 6 - 6 e

(¢) Not separate for sexes - - - 7 B

Other offences against the Act - - - - -
(not including offences
relating to Outworkers)

Total: 10 | 10 - 6 - |

DUSTBINS

During the year seven notices were served on ovners cf premises
in the Borough under the provisions of Section 12 of the London County
Council (General Powers) Act, 1954 requiring the supply of new dustbins.
The notices were complied with in each case,

Following informal action a further 62 defective dustbins were
replaced by new ones.

DRAINAGE

The Public Health Inspectors supervised the necessary work of
cleansing, repair or reconstruction of the 387 drainace defects found
during the year by the Department's staff. Smcke tests or colour
tests were applied on 33 private or combined drains suspected of being
defective., 23 drains were subsequently found to be defective and the
necessary repairs were carried out by the owners of the premises.

T™wo defective drains found on test to be no longer in use, were
subsequently sealed off by the Health Department's staff.

=18=



PUBLIC SWIMMING BATHS AND PADDLING POOLS

Sampling of water from the Council's swimming baths is
carried out as a matter of routine throughout the year and
testing for pH reaction and chlorine content 1s undertaken
by the Health Department.

Samples of water were also submitted to the Southern
Group Laboratory, Hither Green, for bacterliological examination.
Average results of the testis and examinations are shown below:-

Probable No. Average  Average Average Flate Count.

of Bacillus pH. free temper- Yeastrel agar
Coll per Value Chlorine ature. £ days at }TGC.
100 m.1l. p.p.m. aerobically
per m.l.
Swimming o
s Nil ;2 1.6 80°F. ol
Paddling
and
i § ~ 4
Boating 1 B X 0.07 14
Pools

RENT ACT, 1957

The following applications for various Certificates under
the provisions of the Rent Act were dealt with during the year:-

1. Applications for Certificates of Disrepair ... P 13
2. Notices to landlords of the Council's intention

to issue a Certificate of Disrepair ... su o o 10
5. Certificates of 'Disrepalr iIssued ... i, . Vi, e %

4, Undertakings received from landlords, and
accepted by the Counecil ... e i g o 4

5. Works completed after issue of Notices to
landlords of the Council's intention to
issue a Certificate of Disrepalr i Faa b o P . AR

€. Applications for Cancellation of Certificates
Gf Dismpaﬂir LI @ & & L & & @ LA LI L 5
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T. Certificates of Disrepair cancelled without
DbJEﬂtions - & = LI L L - W - & = LA 5

8. Applications for Cancellation of Certificates
of Disrepalr refused .. . 4 o o obenp . de 1

9. Applications from landlords for Certificates
as to the remedying of defects for which the
landlord had previously given an undertaking .. iy 2

10. Certificates issued to landlords as to the
remedylng of defects for which the landlord
had previously given an undertaking viw s P o 2

11. Applications from tenants for Certificates as
to the remedying of defects for which the
landlord had previously given an undertaking .. «sas Nil

12. Certificates issued tc tenants as to the
remedying of defects for which the landlord
had previously given an undertaking - aan ese Nil

RODENT CONTROL

During the year 1,148 complaints of rats, and 677 of mice,
were received and, in addition to investigating these complaints,
systematic inspection under the 'block control' system was
continued.

In all 5,687 premises were inspected, and of this total
3,761 premises were under the 'block control' scheme. Seven
'block control' schemes were carried out in the course of the year.
The number of premises, including 158 business or industrial premises,
treated for rats or mice totalled 1,825.

Rodent contrel treatments are carried out by the Council free
of charge in all private dwellings: for industrial and business
premises a charge is made.

Where it is found that defects of a structural nature are
causing or aggravating an infestation of rodents the remedy 1s taken
up with the owner of the premises.

Sixteen drains suspected as a cause of rat infestation were
smoke tested by the Department's staff, and in nine cases the tests
proved positive. The defective drains were subsequently repaired
by the owners. Formal action to secure the remedy of the defects
was not found to be necessary. For the third year running the
poison Sodium Fluoracetamide was used for the control of rats in
sewers. Due to the undoubted success of this polson over the



previous two years, it was considered necessary to bait only
twice during the year instead of the usual four times a year.

The results of the "takes" indicated that the rats in
the sewers treated with Sodium Flurocacetamide had been to all
intents and purposes, eliminated.

RAG FIOCK

There are three premises in the Borough reglstered under
the provisions of the Rag Flock and Other Filling Materials
Act, 1951 and one factory is licensed under the Act for the
manufacture of rag flock.

During the year four samples of rag flock were taken and
submitied for analysis. All the samples tested passed the
prescribed standards of cleanliness.

CINEMAS

A satisfactory standard of cleanliness was maintained in
the sanitary conveniences of the various cinemas in the Borough.

Inspections of the conveniences are carried out by the
Public Health Inspectors at regular intervals.

SHOPS ACT INSPECTIONS

The administration of the Shops Act is divided between the
County Council and Borough Council; the Borough being responsible
for ventilation, sanitary accommodation, lighting, washing
facilitlies, and facllities for employees to take meals.

The number of inspections in connection with the Act made
during the year was 1,055. As a result, 42 notices were served
to secure the remedy of 97 defects found.

PHARMACY AND POISCONS ACT, 1933

Persons who sell Part II poisons, other than Registered
Pharmacists, are required to be licensed by the Local Authority,
and at the end of the year 130 names were entered in the Council's
Poison List.



The premises from which Part II poisons are sold arc visited
regularly throughout the year and licences are renewed annually.

NOISE ABATEMENT

The Report of the Wilson Committee (the Committee cn the
Problem of Noise) which deals with noise - its effects, the legal
aspects and various causes of noise - transport, industrial,
entertainment, advertising, agricultural - has defined noise as
"sound which is undesired by the recipient"” and categorically
states that "there is no doubt that noise affects health".

The Report recommends that "Iocal Authorities and the Courts
should be encouraged to deal with noise nuisance cases as quickly
as possible". In order to alleviate possible distress from noise,
complaints of this nature are dealt with by this Department as soon
as practicable, even though the investigation often involves visitis
during weekends, late evenings and early mcrnings. An example was
a complaint received from a resident of a terraced house that a
dance band was using the adjoining premises as a rehearsal hall.
The Public Health Inspector visited the house during the following
evening and the members of the band were advised to seek alternative
accommodation where their playing was not likely to cause a nuisance.

Machinery, particularly when used at night or during the early
hours of the morning, often gives rise to complaints and a number cf
complaints involving machines and engines were investigated. Neighbours
of a baker's shop alleged that stocks were delivered to the shop at
about 5,00 a.m. and the resultant banging of doors and thoughtless
handling of the goods meant the loss of sleep. The Public Health
Inspector kept observation and was able to confirm & noise nuisance.
The Proprietor was instructed to see that the van making the
deliveries was unloaded quietly or, alternatively, arrange for the
van to call at a more reasonable hour. No further complaints were
received from these residents.

A local transport garage was the subject of a similar complaint.
Drivers arriving at the garage between 5.00 a.m. - 6.00 a.m. raced
the engines of their vehicles on cold mornings as a means of warming
them and then left the motors running for a considerable period of
time pefore driving away. The attention of the Management was
drawn to the annoyance and appropriate notices were subseguently
displayed in the garage by the Management warning their staff to
refrain from creating undue noise, especially in the early hours
of the morning.
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A more serious nuisance Investigated was that of a
factory which copened up in most unsuitable premises
immediately adjoining residential properties. The factory
was engaged on wood machining of all kinds, involving the
use of power-driven saws, planes, etc. Not only was the
noise excessive, but the fire precautions and general
layout for a factory of this type were entirely unsuitable.
The District Surveyor and Factory Inspector were notified
of the conditions under which the factory was operating,
and fellowing their intervention the business was closed
down.

All noise complaints,however, cannot be resclved as
satisfactorily from the complainant's point of view as the
foregoing cases. What constltutes a nolse nulisance for
some people is often unnotlced by others, as was illlustrated
by a resident who complained that students driving cars
owned by a local driving school used the particular stretch
of road outside his house to practice three-point turns.
The Public Health Inspector sat in the complainant's living
room the following Saturday and Sunday afternoons when it
was alleged the noise nulsance, by virtue of the number of
times this incident ocecurred, was at its peak.

Although the engines of the cars involved were clearly
audible they were no noisier than that of any average private
car, and the Public Health Inspector was unable toc satisfy
himself of the existence of a noise nuisance. Nevertheless,
a number of the other residents in the area were interviewed
to obtain their reactions. The neighbours of the complainant
interviewed, however, had no complaint to make on the presence
of the cars in the road on the grounds of noise.

An approach was then made to the owner of the driving
school, and he was advised of the complaint and recuested to
ask his instructors to take the puplls somewhere else to
practice turns. The Proprietor denied that his cars caused
any undue nuisance and was not prepared to discontinue using
this particular stretch of road.

The Police were also consulted for thelr views but
could offer no assistance in the matter, and accordingly the
complainant was advised of the powers conferred by the Noise
Abatement Act, 1960 whereby any three or more persons
aggrieved by a nuisance shall have recourse to the Court by
way of private action.
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Various other nolse nuisances were investigated and
concluded satisfactorilv throughout the year, including noisy
motor scooters, shop-fitters using power tools at weekends,
and water pipes.

The Health Committee conslidered a complaint from a
resident alleging that a driver of an ice-cream van used loud
speaker chimes outside the hours of 12 noon - 7.00 p.m. permitted
by the Noise Abatement Act. Subject to the availability of
satisfactory evidence the Committee authorised the institution
of legal proceedings. It was not proved possible, however, to
proceed with legal proceedings as the van driver concerned left
the employment of the ice-cream company and also moved to an
unknown address.

WOODVWORM AND OTHER PESTS

Following complaints from residents that thelr premises
were infested with various pests, the Public Health Inspectors
made 585 visits to identify the insects and advise occupiers on
methods of disinfestation.

Where occupiers or owners request that the Council carry
out the actual work of disinfestation on their behalf and it 1s
undertaken by the Health Department's staff, the costs involved
are recovered from the occupler or owner.

During the course of the year, 39 houses were treated for
woodworm, 3 premises for cockroaches, (2 of which were Council
establishments), 2 premises for heavy fly infestations, and one
for ants. Wild bees and wasps nesting in gardens, outbuildings
or in air-bricks, ete. of residents' houses resulted in a number
of complaints to the Department, and in all 33 wasps nests, and
11 wild bees nests were destroyed by the Department's staff using
Dieldrin Powder.

Charges made to the responsible persons for the work
outlined above totalled £147. 2. 6.



OFFICES, SHOPS AND RATIWAY PREMISES ﬂCT:_lﬂﬁz

The administration of the Offices, Shops and Railway
Premises Act, 1963 was referred by the Council to the Health
Committee.

General Scope of the Act

Provided that people are employed to work in the premises,
the Act applies generally to all offices and shops, including
catering establishments open to the public, wholesale establish-
ments, and fuel storage premises; and to most railway buildings
near the permanent way.

The Act not only applies to rooms in shops and offices in
which people work, but covers other parts of the premises occupied
together with a shop or office for the purpose of the activities
carried on there. Thus stairs, passages, landings, storercoms,
entrances, exits and yards may be covered. Generally the Act
also applies to parts of the buildings which are used by employees,
such as lifts, stairways and halls, even if these 'common' parts
are not included within the lease of the occupier of the premises
to which the Act applies.

While the Act has extensive coverage, certain kinds of
premises, which might otherwise be within its scope are excluded.
These are:-

{1) Premises where only self-employed persons work. (To
be within the scope of the Act there must be at least
one person employed to work in the premises under a
contract of service or apprenticeship. Such a contract
may be written or oral, express or implied.)

(2) Businesses where the only people employed are any of
-  the following immediate relatives of the employer -
husband, wife, parent, grandparent, son, daughter,
grandchild, brother or sister. (This exclusion,
however, does not apply if *the employer is a limited
company ) . If any other person is employed to work

in the premises the. business’is covered by the Act.

(3) Outworkers premises.

(4) Premises where the sum of hours worked by all the
- employees 1s normally not more than 21 each week.
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(5) Premises odcupied solely by members of the Armed
-  PForces.

(6) Premises used for selling fish wholesale in docks.
(7) Parts of mines below ground.

(8) Mobile offices and mobile shops. (In effect the
- Act excludes premises used for temporary purposes,
i.e. offices on building sites not in occupation
more than six months).

All persons employed to work in the premises, whatever their
occupation, are given the same protection by the Act. The
protection is not restricted to shop or clerical workers and
certain railway workers who do their normal work outside bulldings
are deemed for this purpose to be inside the building from which
thelr sork is controlled.

Responsibility for Complying with the Act

Generally speaking the occupler of premises 1s responsible
for complying with the provisions of the Act, but some responsibil-
ities are transferred to the owner in cases where the occupier's
premises covered by the Act are held on lease and do not take up
a whole building, or where the premises are contained in a building
of which different parts are owned by different persons.

General Reguirements of the Act

The Act is designed to protect employees in offices and shops
in a similar manner to the protection enjoyed by employees in
factories covered by the Factories Act, 1961.

Other than fuel storage premises in the open air, the Act
requires that all premises and furnishings, fittings and furniture
must be kept in & clean state.

The Act provides a standard to prohibit overcrowding. and
provision has been made for ensuring the maintenance of a
reasonable temperature in every room in which people are employed
to work other than on short periods.

Ventilation must be effective, and lighting must be sultable
and sufficient. Regulations prescribe for adeqguate and suitable
sanitary accommodation and for washing facilltles. An adequate
supply of drinking water must be provided, and arrangements made
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for the storage of clothing not worn during working hours.
Where employees have, during working hours, opportunities for
sitting without detriment to their work, a sufficient number

of conveniently accesslble seats must be provided. Seats
provided for sedentary workers must be of suitable design

and construction and, unless the feet may be rested comfortably
without thelr use, foot rests must also be provided.

Suitable facilities must be provided for employees in
shops to eat meals on the premises. All floors, passage
stairs and steps must be soundly constructed, properly maintained
and, as far as 1s reasonably practicable, kept free from obstruction
and slippery substances. Substantial hand rails or hand holds
must be provided on every staircase.

All dangerous parts of machinery must be securely fenced,
unless they are so placed or constructed as to be as safe as if
they were fenced.

No person under 18 years of age may clean any machinery if
this exposes him to risk of injury from a working part from that
or any other adjacent machinery.

No person may work at any machine specified by the Minister
of Labour as dangerous unless he has been fully instructed as to
the dangers and precautions to be observed, and no perscn may be
required in the course of his work to lift, carry or move a load
so heavy as to be likely to cause him injury.

A first-aid box or cupboard, containing only first-aid
requisites, must be provided for the use of employees in all
premises. Regulations have been made linking specific contents
of first-aid boxes to the number of persons employed.

Where there are more than 150 persons employed in premises
at one time, one of the persons in charge of the first-aid box
or cupboard must be trained in first-aid to a required standard.

Fire Precautions.

Such means of escape as are reasonably necessary must be
provided in all premlses, and regard must be paid in considering
means of escape in the event of fire not only to the numbers of
persons usually employed in the premises, but also to the number
of other people that may reascnably be expected to be on the
premises at any one time. During the hours when the building
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is normally occupied, doors must not be locked and the contents
of workrooms should be so arranged as to afford free passageway
to a means of escape in case of fire.

In premises where more than 20 persons are employed at any
one time or premises where more than 10 people are employed at any
one time on floors other than the ground floor, it is unlawful to
employ anyone in them unless a certificate has been 1ssued by the
Fire Authority.

EXEMPTIONS

The Minister of Labour has power to exempt by order a class
of premises from certaln requirements of the Act when in his cpinion
it 1s unreascnable to require compliance because of special
eircumstances. The requirements in question are those relating to
room space for employees, temperature, sanitary conveniences and
washing facilities. As regards space and temperature an exemption
order may relate to a class of rooms. An exemption under this scheme
may be granted unconditionally or subject to conditions.

If the authority enforecing are satisfied that compliance is
not reasonably practicable they may exempt individual premises from
the following requirements - rcoom space for employees, temperature,
sanitary conveniences, and running water for washing purposes.

Where an application for exemption is made, a notice giving full
particulars of the application must be kept posted in the premises
for 14 days following the date on which the notice is posted. The
notice must state that the employees may make written representation
to the enforecing authority within the 14 day period.

If an exemption is granted the certificate must be posted
in the premises to which it relates in order for the employees to
see it easily.

Duties of Employers and Occupiers

The cost of implementing the provisions of the Act may not
be recovered from the workpeople employed in the premises by levying
charges on them.

The enforcing authority must be notified immediately of any
accident which causes the death of a person employed to work in
the premises, or which disables any such person for more than
3 days from doing their usual work. Deaths subsequently resulting
from such accidents must also be notified.
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As from 1lst May, 1964 anyone intending employing persons
in offices, shops or rallway premises, 1s required to send a
notification on the prescribed registration form to the enforecing
authority. Premises already in use on that date were required
to register in the same way before the 31st July, 1964,

Duties of Employees

It is an offence for anyone on premises to which the Act
applies to do wilfully anything likely to endanger the health or
safety of persons employed in them, and it is also an offence for
a person without reasonable cause, to deface or remove a notice or
document which the Act or Regulations requires to be on display.

Enforcement

There are three main classes of enforeing authorities for
the general provisions of the Act - local authorities, H.M.
Inspectors of Pactories, and H.M. Inspectors of Mines and Quarries -
depending on the class of premises concerned. The fire authorities
are responsible for enforcing all the provisions relating to fire
precautions in most premises to which the Act applies. In this
Borough the Fire Authority is the London County Council.

The various classes of premises to which the Act applies
are divided between the three enforcing authorities as follows:-

(1) H.M. Inspectors of Factories administer the Act in -
(a) Premises owned or occupied by the Crown.

(b) Premises occupied by county councils, local fire and
police authorities, probation committees.

(¢) Premises provided and maintained by county councils
and local authorities for purposes connected with the
administration of Jjustice.

(d) Premises in a school maintained by the local education
authority.
(e) U.K. Atomic Energy establishments.

(f) offices and shops in factories and other places
covered by the Factories Act, 1961.

(g) Railway premises and railway offices (except offices
in railway hotels and those not situated in the
immediate vieinity of the permanent way). Fuel
storage premises on land owned by railway undertakers.
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(2) Premises administered by H.M. Inspectors of Mines and Quarries -
(a) Offices, shops and fuel storage premises at mines and
quarries.
(3) Premises administered by local authorities -

(a) All other offices and shops, except offices and shops
in places of publie entertainment, which in London are
administered by the London County Couneil.

Commencement of the Act and Regulations

The Minister of Labour made an Order bringing into operation
the various sections of the Act on different dates. Those
provisions of the Act which came into forece on the lst May, 1964
included those dealing with applications for fire certificates,
registration, and applications relating tc exemption of any room
or premises from the requirements as to overcrowding and temperature
of offices, and exemption from the reguirements to provide sanitary
conveniences and running water.

With the exception outlined below the majority of the remaining
sections of the Act came into operation on the lst August, 1964.

Premises in use prior to the 31lst July, 1963 (when the Act was
passed) will not be subject to the numerical space standards until
the 1lst August, 1967. Premises, however, which were not so used on
the 31st July, 1963,.including those which first came into use after
that date, must conform to the required standard from 1st August, 1964,

Regulations creating standards in connection withh the section
requiring sultable and sufficient washing facilities, inecluding clean
running hot and cold or warm water, together with soap and towels or
other alternative means of drying or cleansing, have been made and
will operate from lst January, 1966.

Also in oreration from the lst January, 1966 are the Sanitary
Couvenlence Regulations, 1964 in which is determined what is
suitable and sufficient sanitary accommodation for employees in
offices, shops and railway premises.

The Uttices, Shops and Railway Premises First-Aid Order, 1964
prescribes the first-ald requisites and appliances to be contained
in first-ald boxes or cupboards. The part of the Regulations
dealing with these particular requirements came Into operation on
the 1lst December, 196l4, The remainder of the Order prescribes
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the conditions a person is required to satisfy before he is
deemed to be trained in first-aid, and will operate from the
lst September, 1965.

Other Regulations and Orders made under the provisions of
the Act include The Prescribed Dangerous Machine Order, 1964;
Offices, Shops and Railway Premises Act, 1963 (Exemption No.2)
Order, 1964; Offices, Shops and Railway Premises Annual Reports
Order, 1964; Offices, Shops in Factories (First-Aid) Regulations,
1964; Offices at Buildings, ete. (First-Aid) Regulations, 1964;
Offices in Electrical Stations (First Aid) Order, 1964.

Penalties for Non-Compliance

In some provisions of the Act specific penaltlies are laid
down for a contravention of the provision. General penalties
in respect of offences for which no specific penalty 1s provided
are a fine of up to £60 (or up to £300 in the case of a contravention
likely to cause death or serious injury), and a further fine of up
to £15 a day for continuing offences.

An appeal to a court of gquarter sessions may be made by any
person who is aggrieved by an Order made by a magistrate's court
in determining a complaint.

The Ministry of Labour issued to the Council a supply of the
prescribed forms for registration purposes and these forms in turn
were supplied to owners or occupliers of offices and shops for
completion and return. The onus of initial registration rested
with an owner or occupier, and all persons with premises covered by
the Act were required to register with the appropriate authority by
the 31st July, 1964.

Although the Ministry of Labour issued numerous notices
advising proprietors of businesses of their responsibilities it
was found in this Department that the number of registration forms
received by the end of July was considerably below the figure that
it was estimated should have registered. On the other hand, in
splite of the Ministry's publicity in the national press, a number
of applications were received from self-employed persons or from
persons employing only wives or other immediate relatives.

The Public Health Inspectors visited all the offices and shops
in the Borough that it was considered should have registered with
the Council, and the appropriate forms were delivered, where
necessary, for completion.



Those businesses from whom applicaticns had been received
unnecessarily were also visited and the requirements of the Act,
as far as they were concerned, were outlined.

The following are details of the premises registered
during the year, together with the general inspections carried out:-

Class of Premises No. of Premises No. of Registered
Registered during Premises recelving
the Year a general inspection
Offices 186 23
Retail Shops 681 106
Wholesale Shops, Warehouses 26 5
Catering Establishments open
to Public 99 26
Canteens 3 1
Fuel Storage Depots 1l -

The following Table shows the number of persons employed in
the Borough in premises on the Council's register:-

TABIE NO. 9

Clas$ of Premises No. of Persons Employed
Offices 4,112
Retail Shops . 4,958
Wholesale Shops, Warehouses 420
Catering Establishments open

to Public 676
Canteens 111
Fuel Storage Depots >

Of the above 4,407 are males and 5,873 females.

Section 48(1) of the Act requires employers to submit, in the
approved form, reports of accldents to the enforcing authority of
employees who as a result of the accident are away from work for
more than 3 days, or which causes the death of an employee.

I am happy to report that during the period lst August -
31st December although 16 accidents were formally reported to this
Council, in the majority of instances the injuries were of a
relatively minor nature.
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The most common injury was cuts to hands and fingers
sustained by assistants in butchers' shops, and several accidents
were caused by slipping on over-polished floors, from step-
ladders or from falling downstalrs or stalircases. One person who
tripped and fell down a flight of stairs cracked a bone in his
foot. Another fracture occurred to the arm of an employee who
tripped and fell into a shallow disused pit in a yard.- The
remaining accidents reported resulted in sprains or bruises.

One of the objects the Ministry hope to achieve by making
it necessary for employers to report details of accidents that
oceur to their employees during the course of their employment,
is the prevention, where possible, of similar acecidents happening
to employees in the future.

In this connection the Public Health Inspectors fully
investigated all accident notifications. Obviously, in the case
of the man falling into a pit in the yard of his employers' premises,
the accident may have been avoided or have been less severe if the
pit had been covered. Following the Public Health Inspector's
investigation and recommendation the pit was properly covered and
made safe.

Highly polished floors, the cause of several accidents, can
be made safer if a non-slip polish is used and the responsible
employers were advised accordingly. One employee slipped and
fell off a pair of steps, caused in part because the steps were
defective. A cleaner had a splinter embedded in a finger through
cleaning a wooden table top. Both these articles were subsequently
replaced. Not all accidents reported, however, can be attributed
to negligence, or thoughtlessness or carelessness on the part of an
employer. People fall over or sometimes trip up for no apparent
reason, and young butcher's apprentices through lack of experience
will doubtless continue to cut their fingers from time to time.
Nevertheless, from the experience gained so far in this field,
it appears to be an extremely worthwhile exercise to investigate
the cause of all accidents occurring to employees.

It is perhaps significant to note that all the accidents
reported concerned employees of large organisations such as banks,
chain and co-operative stores, multi-grocers shops, etec. Whilst
by virtue of their size it could reasonably be expected that such
organisations would have a larger number of accidents to report,
i1t would seem likely that employers of units of labour without
welfare or personnel departments, may be overlooking their
responsibilities in notifying the Council of accidents. It may
well become necessary for the Ministry of Labour (to whom returns
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of accidents are submitted by enforeing authorities quarterly)

to consider what other means can be adopted to ensure that enforeing
authorities are notified of the occurrence of all accidents to
employees in registered offices and shops.

CONSUMER PROTECTION ACT, 1961 - CHIIDREN's NIGHDRESS
REGULATIONS, 1964

By the Consumer Protection Act, 1961 regulations can be
made by the Secretary of State imposing requirements in respect of
any prescribed class of goods, to prevent or reduce risk of death
or personal injury.

The above Regulations, which came into operation on the
1st October, 1961, reguire that, with certain exemptions, no person
may sell or have in his possession for sale a children's nightdress
not complying with the Regulations.

Regulation 1 relates to the materials used in the garments
and, among other things, requires any fabric used to be of a kind
capable of satisfying the requirements of the British Standard for
fabries "described as of low flammability".

Regulation £ relates to the labelling of nightdresses made
of fabrics which have been treated with chemicals to make them
safer from fire.

Under Regulation 3 the prohibition on sale of goods not
complying with the Regulations will apply to goods manufactured
before the coming into operation of the Regulations.

All shops in the Borough selling garments of this kind
were visited to check that children's nightdresses held in stock
or offered for sale complied with the British Standard. In no
instance were stocks of nightdresses held or offered for sale
which did not comply in all respects with the Children's Nightdress
Regulations.



QLD PEOPLE'S WELFARE

The year saw rapid progress in welfare services provided
for old people by the Council. With the appointment of two
additional Health Visitors specialising in the visiting of
the elderly, it was possible to arrange for many more visits
than had previously been possible. The total number of visits
carried out during the year was over 18,000. Many elderly
pecple were visited for the first time and were found to be in
urgent need of health or welfare assistance; this was arranged,
as appropriate, with the various domiciliary and residential
services. The Council's staff were in regular contact with
many organisations and individuals interested in the welfare of
the elderly.

A summary of the work carried out during 1964 is as
follows:~

No. of 0ld People on Register 1. 1.64 - 5,106

No. of Old People on Register 31.12.64 - 5,640
No. of housebound 1,148
No. of bedridden 56
No. living alone 1,105
Total No. of visits by 0ld People's

Visitors 18, 442
Office interviews 1,169
Meals-on-wheels delivered 30,034
Meals served at Borough Council

Luncheon Clubs 63,765
Articles laundered 54,594

Luncheon Clubs

Another ILuncheon Club was opened during the year, this
time at the Coldharbour Community Centre, making six Counecil
luncheon clubs operating in the Borough. At these clubs an
elderly person can obtain a main meal and sweet at a cost of
1/1d. The value of such clubs from a recreational and
nutritional point of view is obvious, and the Counecil's
policy is to establish more luncheon clubs in other areas of
the Borough where the need is greatest. In addition to the
meals served at these six luncheon clubs, over 600 meals a
week are also served at the Vietorians Club, Eltham.
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MEAIS-ON-WHEELS

During the year the Council brought two more Meals-on-Wheels
vehicles into service in the Borough, making a total number of six
vehicles in daily use. Approximately 150 elderly persons were
receiving the service on four days a week, and a further 50 on
three days a week. The Council were indebted to the Women's
Voluntary Service for valuable help in this work.

HOLIDAY SCHEME

Holidays were arranged for five parties of 40 elderly
persons at boarding houses at Westgate during the Spring and Autumn.
This scheme was intended for those who have not had a recent holiday
and could not otherwise have had a holiday. The great majority of
the persons participating were in receipt of National Assistance,
or would have been entitled to receive National Assistance had they
applied. Convenient local coach pick-up points were arranged;
escorts accompanied the parties to Westgate and retired couples-
again stayed at one of the two Guest Houses during the holiday
pericds. Many letters of appreciation were received, including
one from relatives of a man who was taken seriously i1l whilst on
holiday and who was returned home by the Council's minibus and staff,

During the year the Council entered into negotiations for the
purchase of the Sea Grange Hotel, Westgate, which is classified as
a 'two star' hotel, and is situated on the sea front in Cliff Road,
immediately next door to the Greenwich 0ld People's Holiday Home.
The accommodation of the Sea Grange Hotel comprises 30 bedrooms,
4 private bathrooms, 5 communal bathrooms, 2 lounges, 2 large
dining rooms and a well appointed bar. The Council approved the
purchase of this Hotel, to be run in conjunction with the Greenwich
Holiday Home when the two Boroughs amalgamate from the lst April.lgGS.

HOLIDAY RELIEF SCHEME

Many requests are received each year from relatives looking
after aged parents for help in finding temporary accommodation for
the old person to enable the relatives to have a holiday break.
To help these people the 0ld People's Welfare Committee approached
the Avery Hill Teachers' Training College at Eltham with a view to
booking ground floor accommodation during the month of August. This
approach was acceptable to the College authorities, and fifty ground
floor student rooms were booked for a fortnight to accommodate 96
handicapped and homebound old people, many of whom had not themselves
had a holiday for several years. The majority of the old folk required
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care and attention. The College authorities were responsible
for the catering and domestic services, and the Borough Council
respongible for caring for the elderly holidaymakers, for the
provision of transport from thelr homes to the College and
returning them home, and for the provision of nursing and other
staff and night attendants. Entertainment was provided by
the Amenities Committee, and the Soroptimist Club of Woolwich
helped to provide recreational activities. Afternoon coach
outings to the countryside were arranged, and film shows and
television facilities provided in the lounges.

A most heartening feature of the scheme was the valuable
help received from voluntary workers, particularly local senior
schoolgirls, who carried out their tasks very enthusiastically.
The members of the staff of the Health Department were on duty
continuously. The old people were able to enjoy the amenities
of the College and 1ts pleasant surroundings in perfect weather
and they regarded this as a real holiday. The whole venture
was an undoubted success and the Counecil hope to repeat it in
future years. The scheme received a.good deal of publicity
in the national press, - in the local government press and in
the local press.

RECREATIONAL OUTINGS AND CONCERTS FOR THE HOMEBOUND

The Council's utilibus was used daily to convey homebound
and less active old people to luncheon ¢lubs, day clubs, on
outings and on other recreational activities. In view of the
success of these recreational facilities for the homebound and
handicapped, the 0ld People's Welfare Committee approved the
purchase of a second vehicle, this time a 20-seater coach with
a Burtonwood tail-1lift, to be used for the conveyance of old
people on various recreational activities.

NUTRITIONAL SUPPLEMENTS FOR OLD PEOPLE

During the year the 0ld People's Welfare Committee
introduced a scheme to supply nutritional supplements, such as
Bovril, Horlicks, Marmite, Ovaltine, Ribena, Complan, etec. to
old age pensioners in the Borough at reduced prices. These
foods are purchased by the Council and distributed to voluntary
organisations for re-sale to elderly persons attending their
clubs, and other organisations for sale to relatives and friends
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of homebound old people., The scheme is proving very popular.
The foods are sold subjeect te suitable safeguards that only
pensioners receive them and only in sufficient quantities for
personal use.

PUBLICITY

To ensure that members of the public are better informed of
the old people's welfare services in the Borough, 10,000 copies
of a booklet on the local services were distributed during the year.
A special edition of a bookmark, dealing with the work of the 01d
People's Welfare Committee, was also produced and distributed from
the Council's libraries. '

DOMICIIIARY CHIROPODY SERVICE
During the year over 400 visits were made to some 130 old
pecple in the Borough by the domiciliary chiropodist. This

scheme was arranged by the Woolwich Council of Social Service to
supplement the existing chiropody service for old people.

FUEL, _SUPPLIES FOR OLD PEOPIE

Thanks to the generosity of the Mayor, once again arrange-
ments were made for the purchase of £30 worth of solid fuel to
be held in reserve against winter emergencies.

VOLUNTARY WORK

Some 100 workers and visitors were enrcolled at the end of the
year on the Council's list of volunteers regularly visiting and
helping old people. Assistance was given with the following
activities - house decorating, minor domestiec repairs, gardening,
hairdressing, sewing and mending, friendly visiting, shopping and
emergency care, and so on. Senior schoolgirls and groups of
young people assisted some 45 old folk in this work. The
voluntary visitors report direct to the 01d People's Welfare
staff of the Council.

Successful meetings of voluntary workers were held during
the year, The object of these meetings is to explain the latest
developments in local work for old people and to hear at first hand
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the views of voluntary workers, together with any suggestions
for improving the service. These meetings are each attended
by some 150 voluntary visitors and other helpers, including
voluntary drivers, helpers on the meals service, voluntary
escorts, hairdressers and others.

FESTIVAL OF CHRISTMAS APPEAL
The Mayor, Alderman Garnett, in his Christmas appeal for
the old folk of Woolwich, ratsed over £2,000 and this money

was distributed to old people in the form of gifts. A large
number of volunteers distributed the parcels., :

HOUSING

REPAIRS

The number of occupied dwellinghouses in the Borough at
the end of the wéhr was estimated as 46,172. Premises inspected
for defects during the year under the Public Health and Housing
Acts totalled 2,928. Of the premises inspected 834 were found
to be not in all respects reasonably fit for habitatien.

A total of 585 houses were made fit or repaired by informal
action. The number of Intimation Notices served was 512.

In 274 cases it was found necessary to serve Statutory
Notices to ensure that the necessary repairs were carried out.

OVERCROWDING

Resulting either from camplainﬁs received from housing
applicants or from the Housing Department, 40 inspections were
carried out during the year in connection with unsatisfactory
housing conditions or overcrowding.

Three families were found to occupy accommodation that was
statutorily overcrowded and details of these families were
reported to the Chief Housing Officer.

It is the responsibility of the Council to supply in writing
a statement showing the permitted number in respect of any dwelling;
in this connection 290 premises were visited and measured following
requests from either landlords or tenants.
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INDIVIDUAL UNFIT HOUSES

The following houses were represented by me during the year
as unfit for human habitation, and Demolition and Closing Orders
were made by the Council as follows:-

Demolition Orders =~ 61 and 114 Eltham Road
88 Eltham High Street
46 Footscray Road
12 Brookhill Reoad
15 and 17 Purrett Road

Closing Orders - 6 and 7 Ordnance Road
80 Brookhill Road
48 Richmond Place
126, 130 and 132 Southland Road
39 Arthur Grove
8 and 12 Mabyn Road
31 Raglan Road
%8 and 42 Escreet Grove
16 014 Mill Road
108 Samuel Street
Building rear of 22a Woolwich
Common
59 Jackson Street
65 Eglinton Road

On the satisfactory completion of work to make the accommod-
ation fit the Council determined Closing Orders in respect of
53 Footscray Road (part); 29 Waverley Road, and 73 Brookhill Road

(part). -

HOUSING ACT, 1964

The above Act received the Royal Assent on the 16th July, 1964
and all parts of it are now operative.

Part I - Assistance for Housing Societies Providing
Housing Accommodation

This Part provides for the setting up of a "Housing Corporation”
to promote and assist the development and functioning of housing
socleties. The Corporation is authorised to lend money to housing
societies. It may acquire land to sell or lease to them, and may
prepare land acquired by it for building. Subject to the approval
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of the Minister of Housing and Local Government, it may under-
take the provision of housing accommodation on the land if
there is no housing society to which it can be sold or leased.
Before submitting a scheme for the provision of housing
accommodation to the Minister for approval, the Corporation
must send a copy of it to the local authority in whose area the
land is situated and it may make representations about the
scheme. The Corporation may take over a scheme from a society
which runs into difficulties. It may also provide legal,
architectural and other technical advice to housing societies
as well as to housing assoclations and persons interested in
forming societies.

Wheore a housing soclety desires to acquire any land and
has requested the local authority in whose area it is situated to
acquire the land under Part V of the Housing Act, 1957 for the
purpose of selling or leasing it to the soclety, the Corporation
may purchase it compulsorily upon being satisfied that the local
authority are unwilling to do so, or are only willing subject to
conditions which are not acceptable to the society. The local
authority will have the right to make representations to the
Minister about the proposed compulsory purchase.

Provision is made for advancing up to £50 m., to the
Housing Corporation, which sum may be inereased to £100 m.
subjecet to the approval of Parliament.

Part IT - Compulsory Improvement of Dwellings to
Provide Standard Amenities

Clause 13 empowers local authorities to declare and
advertise improvement areas and specifies the physical condition
of the dwellings, which must be taken into account in selecting
the areas. The local authority must be satisfied that the area
contains dwellings which are without one or more of the standard
amenities and that these dwellings, or at least 50% of them, are
so constructed that it is practicable to improve them to the full
standard, and that after they have been improved they will be fit
for human habitation and, subject to normal maintenance, will
remain so for not less than 15 years.

This Clause places upon local authorities the duty to cause
an inspection of their district to be made from time to time with
a view to ascertaining whether any area ought to be declared an
improvement area.
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Clause 14 provides for the service of a preliminary notice
by a local authority specifying its proposals for the improvement
of a tenanted dwelling in the improvement area, with an estimate
of the cost, upon the person have control of it, the tenant and
all other interested persons. The notice may specify works to
the full standard or to a reduced standard.

The full standard means that the house is provided with
the following amenities for the exclusive use of the occupants:-

(a) A fixed bath or shower which, if it is not reasonably
- practicable for it to be provided in a bathroom, may be
in a part of the dwelling which i1s not a bathroom or
bedroom. ;

(b) A wash-hand basin.

(¢) A hot and cold water supply at a fixed bath or shower which,
if reasonably practicable, is to be in a bathroom.

(d) A hot and cold water supply at a wash-hand basin.

(e} A hot and cold water supply at a sink.

(f) A water closet.

(g) Satisfactory facilities for storing food.

The reduced standard refers to the provision in a dwelling,

which is without them, of the following amenities:-

(a) A hot water supply at a sink.

(b) A water closet.

(c) Satisfactory facilities for storing food.

Every person upon whom a preliminary notice is served is
entitled to be heard when the proposals are discussed.

Clauses 15, 16 and 17 provide that after its proposals have
been discussed, and within two years (or such other periods as may
be prescribed) of the declaration of an improvement area the local
authority is empowered to serve an improvement notice specifying
the works required to improve a dwelling to the full or the reduced
standard, and this notice will be registered in the local land
charges register. If the tenant has consented to the improvement
of the dwelling to the standard provided in the preliminary notice,
this notice will be an "immediate improvement notice" and will
require the person having control of the dwelling to carry out the
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works specified within 12 months (or such other period as may be
prescribed), or such longer period as the local authority may
allow. If the tenant has not consented to the works being
carried out, a "suspended improvement notice" will be served.
This will not become effective until the tenant has consented
to the improvements being carried out or there is a change of
occupier.

Clause 18 empowers the local authority to enforce the
improvement of a dwelling at the expiration of five years
from the declaration of the area as an improvement area, even
though the tenant has not consented and there has been no
change of occupation. In these circumstances, however, the
lecal authority must offer, or arrange for some other authority
or person to offer, suitable alternative accommodation to the
tenant if he so requests. If, within six months after the
expiration of five years from the declaration of the area as
an improvement area no final improvement notice is served,
the suspended improvement notice ceases to have effect.

Clause 19 provides that a tenant occupying a dwelling
which is not in an improvement area and is not in a tenement
block, and is without one or more of the standard amenities,
may apply to the local authority to use its powers to secure
the improvement of “the dwelling. The local authority will
have power to enforce the improvement to the full standard or
to the reduced standard and the procedure is similar to that
for houses in improvement areas.

Clauses 20 and 21 empower local authorities to enforce
the improvement of dwellings in tenement blocks to the full
or to the rediced standard.

Clause 24 enables a local authority to accept an under-
taking from a person willing to carry out improvement works
in lieu of serving an improvement notice.

Clause 26 provides that, if there is no appeal, an
improvement notice becomes operative at the end of 6 weeks
from the date of service, and allows a local authority to
withdraw a notice at any time.

Clause 27 provides for appeals against improvement
notices to be made to the County Court.
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Clauses 28 to 30 empower local authorities to improve a
property themselves and to recover the cost in cases where an
improvement notice or an undertaking is not complied with.

Clause 34 authorises a lessor who incurs expenditure in
complying with an improvement notice to apply to the County Court
for an increase in the rent payable under the lease.

Clause 35 authorises the landlerd to increase the rent
of a property improved under this Part of the Act similar to the
provisions in the Rent Act, 1957.

A local authority is required, if an application is made,
to grant a mortgage loan to cover expenses which will be incurred
in improving a property under the provisions of this part of the
Act, subject to it being satisfied that the applicant can reasonably
be expected to meet his obligations.

The person on whom an immediate improvement or final
improvement notice is served may, within six months from the date
upon which the notice becomes operative, require the local authority
to purchase his interest in the dwelling. The purchase price in
such cases will be fixed as though the dwelling had been compulsorily
acquired by the local authority.

This Part of the Act does not apply to a dwelling provided
after the end. of 1934 unless it was provided by the conversion,
before 3rd October, 1961, of a building erected before the end of
1944,

Part III - Assistance for Improvement of Dwellings

Clauses 45 to 40 make alterations to the existing scheme of
discretionary and standard improvement grants for private owners.
Local authorities are empowered to make standard grants towards the
cost of works to bring a house up to the reduced standard (provision
of a hot water supply to a sink, a water closet, and facilities for
storing food) in cases where it is not practicable to provide all
the standard amenities at reasonable expense. Where a grant is
made towards the provision of a fixed bath or a shower, it is no
longer essential for this to be in a bathroom or a bedroom, if this
is not reasonably practicable.

The present limit upon the amount of a standard grant is

half the total cost of carrying out the necessary work, with a
maximum of £155. If a bathroom is provided by a new building or
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the conversion of outbuildings attached to the dwelling, a septic
tank is installed or a piped supply of cold water 1s brought
into the house for the first time, this maximum may be increased

to £350.

Clauses 50 to 52 make similar alterations in respect of
dwellings owned by local authorities.

Clause 53 reduces from 15 years to five years the length
of leasehold interest necessary for an application to be made
for an improvement grant or a standard grant, and Clause 54
reduces from 10 years to three years the period during which the
conditions of grant_attach to a dwelling. These conditions
stipulate that the dwelling must not be used for purposes other
than a private dwelling house and restrict the rent which may be
charged.

Clause 56 provides that the rent limit for houses not
subject to controlled tenancies will be calculated on the basis
of the 1963 gross value, instead of twice the 1956 gross value.

Clause 60 increases the maximum permissible amount of
improvement grant for the provision of dwellings by the
conversion of houses of three or more storeys from £400 to
£500 per unit.

During the year the Public Health Inspectors carried out
257 inspections on properties in conneectlion with applications
from owners for improvement grants. Of this total 118 were in
respect of "discretionary" grants, 59 were in respect of
"standard" grants. An additonal 80 visits were made to advise
ownersg or builders on enquiries regarding improvement grants.

Part IV - Houses in Multiple Occupation

Clause 64 provides that if the proprietar of a house which
is let in lodgings or is occupied by members of more than one
family faills to do the work required by a local authority under
Sections 14 to 16 of the Housing Act, 1961 (the work necessary
to make good defects arising from neglect, works necessary to
make the premises reasonably suitable for the persons occupying
it, and the provision of means of escape in case of fire), and
the local authority carry out the work, the costs recoverable
by the authority are, until recovered, to be a charge upon all
the interests in the house.




Clause. 65 makes it an offence wilfully to fail to comply
with a notice requiring the execution of works in a house in
multiple occupation and renders the person liable on summary
conviction to a fine not exceeding £100 for a first offence,
and in the case of a second and subsequent offence to a fine
not exceeding £100 and/or imprisonment for not more than three
months.,

Clause 67 empowers a local authority to specify the
number of households or individuals a house which is let in
lodgings or occupied by members of more than one family and,
which in its opinion 1s defective, having regard to the number
of occupants, could reasonably accommodate if specified works
were carried out. It can, at the same time, require the
execution of such works.

Clause 68 provides that an officer of a local authority may
enter a property without notice and, if necessary, by force,
provided he i1s authorised by a warrant granted by a Justice of the
Peace,

Clause 69 extends the power granted under the Housing Act,
1961 relating to the application of a management code to houses in
multiple occupation to any tenement block which, on the 13th
November, 1963 lacked any of the standard amenities,

Clause 70 removes the time limit in the Housing Act, 1961
which prevents local authorities from making schemes for the
reglistration of houses in multi-occupation before November, 1964,
It enables a local authority's scheme to impose an obligation upon
proprietors of houses which are already multi-occcupied when the
register is being compiled to notify them of the fact.

Clauses 73 to 90 provide for control orders. A local
authority has power to make a control order in respect of a house
in multiple occupation 1f it 1s satisfied that its physical state
or the extent of occupation would make 1t subject to action under
the Housing Act, 1961 and this is necessary to protect the safety,
welfare and health of persons living in it. A control order comes
into effect immediately and notice of its making must be given to
the person in control of the house, the residents, and all other
persons known to have an interest in 1it. Having made a control
order, the local authority may enter and take possession of the
property, and it is authorised to take any actlion that the owner
would be entitled to do. It has a duty to maintain proper
standards of management and to make any bad conditions which the
landlord would have been called upon to make good if there had
been no order. It may create rights of occupation in the nature
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of tenancies, terminable by notice of not more than four weeks.
Tenants or licensees living in the house are to have the same
rights during the local authority’s occupation as they previously
had. They are under a duty not to impede the local authority's
introduction of good management practice.

Any part of a house occupied by a person who has an interest
in the whole of the house may be excluded from a control order.

The local authority is to pay to the dispossessed proprietor
compensation at an annual rate equal to half the gross value of
the dwelling, to be paid by quarterly instalments.

After a control order has been made the local authority must
prepare a scheme fixing a limit on the number of persons or house-
holds living in the house, detailing the works necessary to it
and giving an estimate of the cost of the capital works proposed.
The scheme must include an estimate of the "settled surplus”,
which is produced by setting the Counecil's revenue from rents
against all non-capital outgoings. This surplus is to be set
off against the cost of the capital works specified in the scheme,
and the balance of the reasonable costs of the works outstanding
upon the termination of the order will remain a charge upon the
house. The right to possession of furniture included in any
letting or lodging in the house will vest in the local autheority,
but 1t may renounce this right.

Anyone with an interest in a house in respect of which a
control order is made may appeal to the County Court on the grounds
that the order is unnecessary or that it is defective in law.
Appeals may also be made against the local authority's scheme on
the grounds that it is too elaborate or expensive, that the limit
on the number of individuals or households permitted to live in
the house is unreasonably low, or that the "settled surplus" is
too low. If any order is revoked, the Courts may allow the
local authority to recover from rents already collected or, as
a charge upon the house, the cost of work already carried out.

An order expires after five years if it is not revoked sooner.

Part V - Miscellaneous and General

Part V deals with aluminium houses and amendments to the
Clean Air Act. Clauses 92 to 94 provide for compensation to be
paid for type "B2" aluminium houses owned by local authorities
and development corporations which are irreparably damaged by
corrosion, for their demolition, and for payment by the Minister
for the repair of type "BIB" aluminium houses.
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Clause 95 amends the provisions of the Clean Air Act, 1956
about the grant payable when smoke control areas are established.
It extends eligibility for grant to dwellings bulilt between the.
passing of that Aet and the 16th August, 1964 where it is necessary
to replace open grates by other appliances. The Clause alsc gives
local authorities and the Exchequer a wider discretion as to the
expenditure to be taken into account for grant purposes. Hitherto
grant has only been payable on the provision of gas or electric
ignition appliances where this involved "works". This Clause now
makes the provision of gas, electric or other special means of
ignition eliglble for grant in all cases. Grant may be withheld
for the installation of any appliances which would impose undue
strain upon the fuel resources available for the area.

Clause 96 empowers a local authority to make a grant toward
the cost of the provision of a separate service pipe for a house which
has a piped supply of water from a water main but no separate service

pipe.

Clause 97 increases from £3 to £8 per year the grant the
Minister may make to local authorities to repair unfit houses owned
by them so as to prolong their useful life as temporary accommodation.
SILUM CLEARANCE AREAS

The following Borough Council Clearance Areas were confirmed
by the Minister of Housing and Local Government during the year:-

Area ‘Date of
Confirmation
Elmley Street (No. 1) Area : 3-9(odd) and 1st September, 1964
(comprising 42 houses) 13-31(0dd)

Elmley Street;
1,3,29,31, 2-12(even)
and 16-30(even)
Southport Roaa.
67-76(cons.) Walmer

Terrace.
Elmley Street (No. 2) Area : 43-49(odd) Elmley - 1st September, 1964
(comprising 4 houses) Street.
Elmley Street (No. 3) Area : 45-61(odd) Glyndon 1st September, 1964
(comprising 9 houses) Road.
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Both these Areas constitute part of the Council's
Glyndon Redevelopment Area. They are in an area zoned for
residential purposes.

The Council had, following my earlier representation
that the properties were unfit for humen habitation, made a
Clearance Order in respect of 1l-4(cons.) Taylor's Bulldings,
Spray Street, S.E.18. Confirmaetion of-the Order was received
by the Minister of Housing and Local Government on the 27th
April, 1964,

gL E R A 1 H

Further progress was made in 1964 towards bringing the
whole of the Borough under Smoke Control by the declaration of
further Smoke Control Areas. At the end of 1964 there were
20 Areas in operation.

The feollowing Areas, details of which have been previously
reported, are now in operation:-

St. Mary's Clothworkers Wood
St. Mary's No. 2 Coldharbour

St. Mary's No. 3 New Eltham

St. Mary's No. 4 Garrison North
Abbey Wood Glyndcon

Abbey Wood (Abbey Estate) Glyndon No. 2
Abbey Wood No. 2 Horn Park

Abbey Wood No. 3 Rockmount

Middle Park (North East) Eltham

Middle Park (South West) Well Hall

The total acreage of these Areas is 4,983 acres with over
29,700 dwellings subject to Smoke Control.

With the addition of the Shocters Hill and Glyndon No. 3
Smoke Controcl Areas declared during the year, of which details
are set out below, over 34,000 dwellings are within Smoke Control
Areas. Details of all the individual areas are set out 1n
Table No. 10 and the accompanying map.

SHOOTERS HILL

This is a large area of predominantly private property.
It comprises 480 acres, and 4,360 dwellings. Of the total number
138 are Borough Council permanent dwellings and 110 temporary
dwellings, G647 are London County Council permanent dwellings,
34 Crown properties, the remainder being privately owned.
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TABIE NO. 10 -

SMOKE CONTROL AREAS

;:: ?,‘ Name of Area Size Premises Date of Order Operative
No. (Acres) Declaration Confirmed Date
1. | st. Mary's 26 595 30.10.57 13, 3.58 1.10.58
2. | Abbey Wood (Abbey Estate) 202 2,515 29. 1.58 8. 5.58 1.11.58
3. | Abbey Wood ] 157 1,251 30.10.57 4, 7.58 1.10.59
4, | Middle Park (North East) 163 1,122
5. | madle Park (South West) 100 722} o i U 9.12.38 | 1.10.60
6. | Abbey Wood No. 2 1 78 1,150 4, 9.59 15. 2.60 1.10.60
T. | Clothworkers Wood 260 1,868 4k, 9.59 15, 2.60 | 1.:10.60
8. | Coldharbour 350 2,806 22. 7.60 18.10.60 1.10.61
9. | Abbey Wood No. 3 380 1,973 22, 7.60 18.10.60 116.681.
10. | St. Mary's No. 2 26 596 26.10.60 29. 3.61 1.10.61
11, | 8t. Mary's No. 3 12 In course of 26.,10,.60 18. 4.61 1.12 .60
construction
‘12. | New Eltham 380 1,916 31. 5.61 22,11.61 1.10.62
13. | Horn Park Lsh 2,359 515 5.61 22.11.61 1.12.62
1%, | Garrison North 260 350 31. 5.61 7.11.61 | 1.10.62
15. | Glyndon 6 250 15 1k 61 1% 262 1.10.62
16. | Eltham 1,550 5,325 4, 7.62 9.11.62 1.10.63
17. | 8t. Mary's No. 4 8 191 24,10.62 31, 1.63 1.10.63
18. | Glyndon No. 2 26 390 24.10.62 31. 1.63 1.10.63
19. | Rockmount 5 253 24,10.62 31: 2463 B1g.5
20. | Well Hall 540 4,126 B 7.63 25.11.63 1.10.64
‘21. | Shooters Hill 480 4,360 1. 7.64 5.11.64 1.12.65
22. | Glyndon No. 3 6 221 1. 7.64 5.11.64 1.10.65
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Included in this Area are 88 shops, offices and other non-
domestic buildings, and 1 factory.

It is estimated that 75% of the dwellings require some form
of conversion to the fires. It is anticipated that the operative
date will be lst December, 1965.

GLYNDON NO. 3

This Area incorporates the third phase of the Council's
Glyndon Redevelopment Scheme. It comprises 6 aeres; 220 Borough
Council dwellings are to be erected. Therefore, there will be no
cost for conversion. It is anticipated that the operative date
will be lst October, 1965.

NEW AREAS

During 1964 preliminary work was commenced upon a further large
area to the north of the Shooters Hill Area, to be known as the
Plumstead SEmoke Control Area.

This Area comprises approximately 4,000 private properties.
Prior to the amalgamation with the Borough of Greenwich the Council's
target date for the whole Borough to become smokeless is 1968.

PAYMENT OF GRANT

A Circular (No. 46/64) was issued during 1964 by the Ministry
of Housing and lLocal Goverament drawing attention to Section 95
of the Housing Act, 1964 which amended the Clean Air Act, 1956 in
certain respects affecting payment of grant. This section of the
Act became operative on the 16th August, 1964, It amended the Clean
Air Act so as to enable local authorities to exercise a discretion
in the payment of grant in respect of work carried out after formal
declaration of the Order by the Council but before confirmation of
the Order by the Minister. Such grants are not payable unless and
until the Order is so confirmed. In addition, work carried out at
the appropriate time but without prior knowledge of the Council can
rank for grant.

This facility has removed one of the bigger difficulties which

from time to time caused a detericration in relations between the
Council and residents in Smoke Control Areas.
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This Housing Act also permits payment of grant towards
means of ignition, whether or not fixtures or works are involved.
Hitherto, grant has been payable on ignition costs only when
works were involved.

CONVERSION COSTS

The inecrease in the popularity of Gas Fires and the higher
grant available for this type of appliance, and for the
installation of Room Heaters, resulted in a considerable increase
in applications for grants.

The Well Hall Smoke Control Area which became operative
in Qctober 1964 was the first Area in which the increased grant
aid was available. Prior to this Area the Council had been
restricted to the approval of a maximum of £5. 0. 0d. irrespective
of the type of appliance being chosen.

After lengthy discussions with the Ministry the increased
level of expenditure was raised to £20. 0. 0d. in respect of a gas
fire and comparable prices were fixed for other improved appliances.

In the Well Hall Smoke Control Area it was estimated that
3,000 dwellings required conversion work to be carried out. During
1964 the Councll received 2,535 applications for approval of
installation of appliances. The total cost of works carried out
during the year amounted to £63,865.12. 0d. Of the sum,
£42,636. 9. 5d. was eligible for 7/10ths grant. Grants paid
totalled £29,845. 10. 2d.

HARDSHIP CASES

The Clean Air Act gives the Counell diseretion to pay a
greater than 7/10ths grant, where it considers this to be reasonable,
to cover cases of finanelal hardship. The Council decided to pay
the whole cost of reasonable works of conversion in the case of
applications for owner/occupiers who are receiving retirement
pensions and who are also in receipt of National Assistance,

Twenty such payments were made during the year. In addition, six
payments were made in respect of retirement pensioners who, although
eligible, had not applied for Natlonal Assistance.
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SUBSCRIPTIONS

The Couneil continued to support the work of the National
Society for Clean Air, and the London and Home Counties Clean
Air Advisory Council.

PUBLICITY

In addition to the legal requirements as to publicity, the
Council continued to notify residents by individual letters of
every stage of the formation of a Smoke Control Area. Every
effort is made to ensure that all households are acquainted with
the various stages through which the Smoke Control Order passes.

As is the Council's usual practice, a Public Meeting was
held after the confirmation of the Well Hall Smoke Control Area.
Residents were able to meet and discuss their problems with
members and officers of the Council. Local fuel suppliers and
representatives of the London Electricity Board and South Eastern
Gas Board attended to answer enquiries from the audience and to
provide displays of appliances. This meeting was very well
attended.

The Council's staff visited many properties within the

Area at the request of residents, to advise and assess degree
of works necessary to conform to the requirements of the Order.

HEALTH EDUCATION

The health education service again had a profitable year.
The various channels of propaganda, information, guidance and
exhortation were fully utilised both for continuous low=-level
publicity and specific campaigns. The high spot of the year
was a combined home and road safety exhibition held for one
week in the autumn, which enjoyed a large attendance and was
instrumental in focusing the attention of residents on these
twin problems.

FILM SHOWS AND TAIKS

Response to the circular letter to local organisations
offering this service continued to be high. Although the
number of visits (125) show a slight drop on the peak year of
1963 this total is still well above previous years. As in the
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past average audience figures remained at the same level with
the usual variation from group to group. Pensioners organis-
ations still continue to muster the maximum audiences.

A feature of this year 1s that talks or talks with films
have together exceeded programmes devoted entirely to films.
This is a natural development of a trend noted in past years
for increasing demand in this type of programme. As the
option of the programme rests with the organisation concerned
it is apparent that this trend is universal and may herald the
saturation point of audiences by television of purely visual
media.

Letters of appreciation received show the value of this
service in putting across the many aims of health education
to the publie.

The Department is fortunate in having a number of members
of the staff able and willing to speak on aspects of their
work, and the increasing role of the informal talk is silent
tribute to this ability.

The triad of talks, talks with films or films alone, is
a well proven aid and has contributed much to the health
consciousness of the residents of this Borough.

Summary of Local Organisation Visits

TABIE 11
No. of Sessions

Subject Talks Films Both Total

Home Safety 19 16 14 s
Smoking and Health - 2 - 2
Smoke Control X 2 1 4
Clean Water and Sanitation - 3 3 6
Infectious Disease and Hygine 6 3 1 10
0ld People's Welfare 3 2 L 9
Food 4 4 4 12
Others d: 20 12 35
34 o2 39 125
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TAELIE 12

Organisation Daytime Evening Total Audience
Religious 19 16 35 1,245
0ld People 7 - T 870
Political 17 g9 26 830
Others 25 32 ST 2,150

68 ST 125 5,675

PUBLICITY, IEAFLETS AND IITERATURE

As in past years the continuous dissemination of informative
and advisory literature has continued throughout 1964 through a
number of channels. Publie enquiry points, libraries, baths, visits
to local organisations, local chambers of commerce, routine visits
by staff are examples of those in regular use. The monthly magazine
"Better Health" 1s distributed to local factory and workshop canteens
and rest rooms, to doctors and dentists waiting rooms, and advantage
is taken of this monthly distribution to include other material of
topical interest.

Posters on topical subjects are displayed on Council premises,
the Department's transport and on railway sites hired by the Department.
Through the courtesey of the Road Safety Committee some 40 sites
throughout the Borough are used from time to time to spotlight specific

campaigns.

FOULING BY DOGS - WARNING NOTICES

The demand for these notices increases each year, showing
that their use in a road deoes result in a lessening of this problem.
In view of the success of the scheme further stocks of the notices
have been procured in order that the roads having a constant problem
in this respect may be allowed more permanent display while releasing
a larger number for mobile use.

CLEAN AIR
The smoke control programme required by the Council has now

proceeded to the extent that most of the Borough 1s smoke free.
In order to secure ready acceptance of the plans by the Council, much
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publicity, information and advice is given to the publie
ineluding static and mobile exhibitions. More details on

the progress towards clearing the air have been given elsewhere
in this Report.

SMOKING AND HEALTH

The Department has actively participated in the national
publicity campaigns spotlighting this hazard, and posters,
leaflets, ete, have received large emphasis through the various
channels mentioned above.

FOOD HYGIENE

In addition to general publicity on this subject, much
material is distributed on routine visits to places where food
is prepared, stored, sold or eaten. Warning notices concerning
the bringing of dogs into shops, smoking where "open" food is
handled, washing the hands after using the W.C., produced by the
Department have found a ready market in the food handling sector
of the community. Helpful advice, supported by leaflets is
given to members of the public enquiring on food matters.

VENEREAL DISEASE

In addition to notices in all conveniences in the Borough
giving details of confidentlial treatment available, many leaflets
have been distributed in response to requests, particularly by
local yough organisations. Following a decision by the Couneil
emphasis was given to this problem by the use of posters in
libraries and poster sites throughout the Borough.

SAFETY IN THE HOME

This subject is glven special emphasis in the publicity
programmes of the Department. Due to its lack of "news" value
and consequent lack of reporting, the public is slow to realise
that accidents in the home account for more deaths and injuries
than any other accidental cause. Since the accident in general
is not dramatic and, except to the vietim, seldom catastrophie,
appreciation of the problem is only attained by cold statistics
which, however, indicate that the gravity is increasing year by
year. Since the maejority of accidents are caused by the care-
lessness of the individual and seldom by external agency, it
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remains a problem of education to secure a decrease in the annual
toll.

A continuous publicity programme of warning and advice is
given to residents of the Borough by means of posters and leaflets
through the channels mentioned above. Advantage is taken through
the services of the film unit to emphasise the problem and, as can
be seen, 49 programmes were devoted exclusively to the problem of
home safety. In a further ll programmes malinly concerning other
subjects, a short film on safety in the home was included. QOver
the years every organlsation requesting a visit from the Department
has had at least one programme devoted to home safety and many have
had a series depicting various aspects of the problem.

In addition to the routine publicity given to this problem,
special activities have been promoted throughout the year, details
of which are appended below:

Local Displays

Offers were made to all local organisations for the
provision of a display on the home aceident problem at any public
fete, bazaar or similar activity they were organising. Eleven
organisations took advantage of this offer and useful publieity
and dissemination of literature was obtained. This is a useful
means of reaching the public at a point and time when they are
most receptive. '

Artificial Respiration lecture/Demonstrations

During the month of July four publiec lecture/demonstrations
of artificial respiration were arranged at different centres in the
Borough.

Although manual methods were shown emphasis was placed on
the expired air method, and opportunity was given for publle
participation.

The series was well attended, and the Department i1s indebted
to the Baths and Libraries Committees for the loan of demonstrators
and "resusci-anne" model and for the use of library premises.

Castlewood Day Hospital

Arrangements commenced in 1963 continued throughout 1964
for each group of patients at this Hospital to receive a short course
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cn home accident prevention. It 1is felt that this course
assists in some measure in the rehabilitation of these
patients, and it is planned to continue the ccurse
indefinitely.

Home Safety Tralning

During the year a number of groups of the Girls'
Life Brigade and Girl Guides Association were trained and/or
examined in the Duke of Edinburgh's Award Scheme regarding
home safety, and also in safety badges of the parent
organisations. A number of other youth organisations also
received short courses in home accldent prevention and 1t
is felt that training of the potential parents of the future
will be useful in long term reductlion of the problem.

Advisory Service

The advisory service instituted in eonjunction with
the local Group Hospital Management Committee appears to be
working smoothly and leaflets and advice have been given to
interested enquirers.

National Home Safety Campaigns

full support and publicity has been given to the
national campaigns initiated by the Royal Society for the
Prevention of Accldents, and a number of local activities
have been instituted to highlight the particular problem
chosen.

Sight Protection Campaign (January - March)

Loecal Action:

1) Local opticians co-operated in displaying
posters and distributing leaflets on the
problem.

2) Supplies of leaflets sent to local schools.

Do-It-Yourself With Safety (Mid-May - September)

Local Action:

Local handyman hobbies and Do-It-Yourself shons
canvassed for display of posters and distribution
of leaflets.
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Winter Hazards (October - December)

Local Action:

1) Posters on using flame-resistant clothing materials
- to loecal clothing stores and shops.

2) Posters to local fuel merchants on the advisability
of fitting fireguards.

3) Fireguard and oil heater posters to ironmongers.
4) Christmas hazard campaign material to local retailers.

Fireworks Campaign and Sale of Fireworks

1) Campaign - Full support was given to the naticnal
campaign organised by the British Firework Manufacturers' Safety
Association, and in addition local action was taken by the
distribution of posters and leaflets to local retallers for display.
Excellent co-operation was received in this respect,

2) Following on the injuries arising from the misuse of
fireworks in-1963, the Home Safety Committee felt that the law
relating to this matter was insufficient. A recommendation was
therefore sent to the Metropolitan Boroughs' Standing Joint
Committee for notification to the Royal Society for the Prevention
of Acecldents in these terms -

(i} That the fee payable in respect of the registration of
premises into which fireworks are introduced for storage,
distribution or re-sale, be increased from ls. 0d. to
10s. Od.

(11) That the statutory provisions for the registration of
- these premises be reviewed and that a requirement be
imposed for a notice regarding the sale of fireworks
to be displayed by the retailer.

(ii1) That no firework be sold to a person apparently under
- the age of 16 years.

(iv) That the retail sale of fireworks be restricted to a
period of 3 weeks in any year.

(v) That the possibility be explored of making it an offence
- to purchase fireworks for or on behalf of a person under
the age of 16 years.



The Metropolitan Boroughs' Standing Joint Committee has
referred the proposal to constituent Councils the majority
of whom, it is understood, are in strong agreement with the
measures suggested.

The Children's Nightdress Regulations, 1964

These Regulations, made under the provisions of the
Consumer Protection Act, 1961 came into force on the
1st October, 1964,

The Regulations relate to the fabric to be used,
labelling of fabrics which have been treated to make them flame-
resistant, and the prohibition on sale of goods not complying
with the Regulations.

Under the Act local authorities are empowered to arrange
for inspecting and testing.

Excluded from the Regulatiocns are nightdresses unsuitable
for wear by persons under the age of 13 years, infant gowns
suitable for wear by newly-born bables, and materials sold in
the plece.

The Regulations are a first step towards decreasing the
danger of burns from flammable clothing, but it is still felt -
that the danger exists, particularly from nightwear made at
home by mothers. There 1s a possiblility that these provisions
will be extended to all material intended for clothing, and it
is to be hoped that this will occur soon.

Upon the coming into force of the Regulations, local
retall shops were issued with copies and the inspecting staff
of the Department made checks on the observance of the
Regulations.

Home and Road Safety Exhibition : 11lth - 18th November, 1964

In order to increase the safety consclousness of the
residents of the Borough a Home and Road Safety Exhibition was
arranged in the Autumn of 1964.

To foster interest in the Exhibition and to act as advance

publicity, a poster competition was arranged through local schools
and youth organisations.
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The response to this was excellent and the winners were
awarded their prizes during the opening ceremony. All entries
were displayed at the Exhibition.

The Exhibition itself attracted large attendances, many
schools and local organisations attending in organised parties.
Support in exhibiting was gliven by the South Eastern Gas Board,
the London Electricity Board, the St. John's Ambulance Brigade;
the British Red Cross Society, and the London County Council
Division 6 of the Health Department.

Much of the material was loaned from a variety of sources.
Thanks are due to all those who took active part in or readily
loaned material for the Exhibition and thus helped to ensure its
success. It can be reasonably said that the Exhibition was
effective in placing the problems of safety before the residents
of the Borough in spectacular form.
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PREMISES AT WHICH FOOD IS OFFERED OR PREPARED FOR SALE

A total of 1,698 inspections of food premises, other than
the daily market inspections, were carried out during the year
by the Food Inspectors.

Inspections of reglistered food premises were as follows:-

Visits to Dairies 8; Distributors of Milk 44; TIce-cream
premises 190; Premises where Meat is Potted, Pickled, Pressed
and Preserved 248; Premises where Sausages are manufactured 123%;
Premises where Fish is Cured or prepared for Frying 26; Whole-
sale dealers in Margarine 2; Restaurants, Cafes and Snack

Bars 348; Industrial and School Meals Service Canteens 13;
Bakehouses 6; Itinerant Vendors 8; Non-Registered Premises 114;
Greengrocery and Fish Shops 68; Public Houses 179.

FOOD SAMPLING, 1964

During the year ended 31st December, 1964, 911 samples of food
and drugs (being 717 informal and 194 formal samples) were submitted
to the Public Analyst for analysis. Of these 28 informal samples
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were reported to be adulterated or otherwise not complying
with the statutory requirements, giving a percentage of

3.1 compared with 2.0 in 1963.

examined during the year.

No private samples were

Details are as follows:-

Sample Adulteration or
No. Article Irregularity

643 Canadian Butter Deteriorated.

646 Herring Tidbits in Contained no significant
Wine Sauce, Canned amount of alcohol.

647 Herring Tidbits in Contained no significant
Wine Sauce, Canned amount of aleohol.

648 Herring Tidbits in Contained no significant
Wine Sauce, Canned amount of aleohol.

503 Minced Beef Contained Sulphur dioxide,
200 parts per million.

557 Meat Tenderizer No increased tendernesg was
perceptible when pieces of
gsteak were treated with the
sample, and no papain was
detected.

200 Porage QOats The oats, which were contained
in an opened 2 lb. carton,
contained 14 small pellets of
mouse excrement.

201 Mint Concentrate Contained a mucoild mass of
fungal mycelium.

571 Seasoning Contained no appreciable

(Knorr Aromat) quantity of lactose, which
: was included in the statement
of ingredients.

b5 Tizer The drink was tainted by the
odour of spirits of the kind
used in paint, and was unfit
for consumption.

Lug Herring Tidbits in Contained no significant

Wine Sauce, Canned

amount of aleohol. .
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3l2

369

470

203

o7

132

111

79

644
572

T25
25
581

621

Herring Tidbits in
Wine Sauce, Canned.

Herring Tidbits in
Wine Sauce, Canned.

Chopped Ham and
Pork, Canned,

Chopped Ham, Canned

Mustard, Prepared
with White Wine.

Shredded Beef Suet

FPeas, Canned,
Foreign matter from.

Draught Cider

Herring Tidbits in
Wine Sauce, Canned.

Jelly Creams
Lard

Peppermint Cordial

Herring Fillets in
Wine Sauce, Canned.

Jellow Powder
Sodium Blearbonate
Wine

Shredded Beef

Contained no significant
amount of alcohol.

Contained no significant
amount of alcchol.

Cont ained meat, 87 per
cent.

Contained Salt (2.5%)

and sodium nitrite

(6 parts per million)

the presence of which was
not mentioned in the
statement of ingredients
on the label.

Contained acetic acid,
2.9 per cent, but no
alechol.

Contained Fat - 82 per cent.
Flour - 18 per cent.

Consisted of three small
compacted masses of dirty,

disintegrated vegetable
particles.

The sample was sour and
unfit to drink.

Contained no alechol.

Incorrectly labelled.

Contalned butylated

hydroxytoluene, 25 parts
per million; butylated

hydroxyanisole, 20 parts
per million.

The sample contained a
quantity of fungus.

Contained no aleochol,

Incorrectly labelled.
Consisted of Boric Acid.

The specimen was turbid owing
to a growth of yeast.

Contained fat - 80.3 per cent.
Ground rice = 19.7 per cent.

|

614



The samples of food repcrted as genuine included the
following samples:-

Milk 166; Sauces and Pickles 40; Sugar and Sugar
Confectionery 50; Meat Products 35; Ice-cream 10;
Soft Drinks 19; Canned Vegetables 23; Soup
Preparations 11; Table Jellies 14; Fish Pastes 18;
and Tea 9.

MIIK SUPPLY

At the end of the year there were 131 registered
distributors of milk in the Borough and regular inspections
of these premises are made by the Public Health Inspectors.

A Dealer's Pasteuriser's Licence and a Dealer's
Steriliser's Licence are in force in respect of one Dairy.
In respect of Distributors of Milk, the following licences
issued under the Milk (Special Deaignatian} Regulations,
1960 are in force:-

52 Pre-packed Milk licences to use the Special Designetion

"Sterilised"

1X =" "Pasteurised" and
"Sterilised"
68 =" "Sterilised",

"Pasteurised" and
"Puberculin Tested".

Routine inspection of premises used for the distribution
of milk were regularly carried out by the Public Health Inspectors.
Seven formal notices had to be served to secure the remedy of
defects found during the course of such inspections.

The percentage of fat content of milk samples submitted to
the Public Analyst for chemical analysls were as follows:-

No. of Samples

4.5 per cent. and over y i
4 per cent. and under 4.5 per cent. 17
3.5 per cent. and under 4 per cent. 83
3 per cent. and under 3.5 per cent. 59
Below 3 per cent. Nil.



Of the 24 samples containing 4 per cent. of fat or over,
19 were submitted as Chamnel Islands milk and 5 as ordinary
milk. No Channel Islands milk contained less than the minimum
legal requirement of 4 per cent. of fat.

In order to assess the keeping quality of the milk, 187
samples of Pasteurised or Tuberculin Tested Pasteurised milk
were submitted to the Park Hospital Laboratory, Hither Green,
for the Methylene Blue Test.

Three of the samplgs submitted were not tested as the shade
temperature exceeded 65 F., but satisfactory reports were received
in respect of the remaining 184 samples.

A total of 187 samples of Pasteurised or Tuberculin Tested
Pasteurised milk were also sent to the Park Hospital Laboratory,
Hither Green, for the Phosphatase test, which determines the
adequacy of pasteurisation. All the samples tested were passed
as satisfactory.

Satisfactory reports were received from the Park Hospital
Laboratory in respect of 31 samples of Sterilised or Tuberculin
Tested Sterilised milk subjected to the Turbidity test.

The practice of sampling milk during the course of early
morning delivery to schools, hosplitals and institutions was
continued during the course of the year. Seven samples taken
in this manner were submitted for chemical analysis to the
Public Analyst, and seven samples were submitted to the Park
Hospital Laboratory for Methylene Blue and Phosphatase Tests.

ICE-CREAM

The number of premises in the Borough registered for the
sale of ice-cream totalled 315 by the end of the year.

With the exception of 4 premises, which are registered for
the manufacture and storage of ice-cream, pre-packed ice-cream
only is sold.

Inspections of premises where ice-cream is sold, stored or
manufactured are made regularly. All applicants for
reglstration of premises for the sale of ice-cream are first
visited and advised of the statutory requirements contained in
the Heat Treatment Regulations in addition to the usual inspection
of the premises.
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During the course of the year 117 samples were taken and
submitted to the Park Hospital Laboratory for grading by the
iMethylene Blue Test.

One hundred samples were graded as satisfactory and
17 unsatisfactory. The unsatisfactory samples were all of
soft ice-cream. Investigations following receipt of the
unsatisfactory samples were carried out to ensure that the
machinery used for the dispensing of this type of ice-cream
was being cleaned and maintained in accordance with the
manufacturer's instructions. Where unsatisfactory reports
were received the Public Health Inspectors visited the shops
from which the ice-cream samples were purchased and instructed
the proprietors to dismantle and sterilise the machine in the
prescribed manner in their presence. Following reassembly
further samples were then taken and submitted to the Park
Hospital Laboratory. Subsequent samples taken in this
manner were in the majority of cases reported upon satisfact-
orily and it would seem likely that there was a connection
between inadequate cleaning of the machinery and unsatisfactory
results of samples from such machinery. Premises where
unsatisfactory reports on lce-cream samples had been received
were visited regularly to ensure that a good standard of
hygiene was maintained and to carry out sampling.

PUBLIC HOUSES

There are 152 public houses in the Borough, 27 of which
serve main meals. The supervision of hygiene conditions is
carried out by the Public Health Inspectors and visits are
made as a matter of routine.

All the defects found to require attention in the publie
houses were remedied by the Brewers as a result of informal
action taken by the Department.

COMPIAINTS OF UNSOUND FOOD

During the year 47 food complaints were received in the
Department. All the complaints were subsequently investigated
by the Food Inspectors.

In respect of two complaints, namely metal fragments
embedded in an iced bun, and a wood screw found in a birthday
cake, the Health Committee authorised the institution of legal
proceedings.
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The two cases were subsequently heard at the Woolwich
Magistrates Court and the firms concerned were fined £12 with
cost of £2. 2. 0. awarded to the Council, and £15 with costs
of £3. 5. 0. respectively. The Health Committee instructed
that a warning letter be sent to a Bakery in connection with
a complaint of a nail baked in a bun. A warning letter was
also sent to a Bakery in one of whose loaves a cigarette end
was found. This course of action was adopted because the
complainant ecould not be persuaded to give evidence willingly
in Court should the Council decide to prosecute.

Foreign bodes were also reported in a jar of Jjam, a tin
of stewed steak, a tin of tomatoes, a tin of gooseberries,
a bottle of milk, and loaves of bread (2 cases). In all these
cases the attention of the manufacturers was drawn to the
complaints and the complainants advised of the action taken.

Mould growth was a cause for a number of complaints.
Foodstuffs investigated with mould growths included a
chocolate covered swiss roll ( 2 cases); 1 jam swiss roll;
cheese; cakes; scotch eggs; meat pies (4 cases); muffins;
and a loaf of bread. The retailers were visited-following
receipt of the complaints and, where necessary, stale stock
was withdrawn from sale and destroyed.

Other complaints dealt with by the Food Inspectors
included alleged unsound meat; worm in a cod; unsound pigs
kidneys; bottles of sterilised milk smelling of a disinfectant;
bottle of lemonade with an alleged peculiar odour.

During the investigations into complaints of unsound food
throughout the year it was again noted that both manufacturers
and retailers of food products were as anxious as the Food
Inspectors to ensure that similar complaints were not received
in future,and the utmost co-operation was met from all quarters
of the food industry.

MEAT INSPECTION

Details of animals slaughtered and inspected during the
year at the Garland Road Abattoir are as follows:-
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The total number of animals slaughtered and inspected
during the year at the Garland Road slaughterhouse was ©64,100.

Detalls are as follows:-

CARCASES AND OFFAL INSPECTED AND CONDEMNED

TABIE NO. 13

IN WHOLE OR IN PART, 1964

Cattle
excluding
Cows

Cows

Calves

Sheep
and

Lambs

Number killed and
inspected

All diseases (except
Tuberculosis and
Cysticerci) -

Whole carcases
condemed

Carcases of which some
part or organ was
condemned

Percentage of the
number inspected
affected with disease

other than Tuberculosis

and Cysticerci

Tuberculesis only -

Whole carcases
condemned

Carcases of which some
part or organ was
condemed

Percentage of the number
inspected affected with

Tuberculosls

Cysticercosis =

Carcases of which some
part or organ was
condemned and treated
by refrigeration

10,524

5,188

.2

21

<35

=
=
L Pigs
@

11,464

25.7

472

1.05
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PREVAL ENCE AND CONTROL OF
INFECTIOUS DISEASE

The following diseases are compulsorily notifiable in
the Borough:=-

Anthrax, Cholera, Diphtheria, Dysentery,
Encephalitis (Acute), Erysipelas, Enteric Fever,
Food Poisoning, Leprosy, Malaria, Measles,
Membranous Croup, Meningococcal Infection,
Ophthalmia Neonatorum, Pneumonia (Acute Primary),
Pneumonia (Acute Influenzal), Poliomyelitis,
Polic-encephalitis, Plague, - -Puerperal Pyrexia,
Relapsing Fever, Scabies, Scarlet Fever (or
Scarlatina), Smallpox, Tuberculosis (all forms),
Typhoid Fever (inecluding Paratyphoid), Typhus -
Fever, Whooping Cough, and Zymotic Enteritis.

Cases of infectious disease notified to the Department
are immediately visited by the Public Health Inspectors, and
disinfection is carried out wherever applicable. Where the
patient is nursed at home the Inspectors see that home 1solation
continues satisfactorily, and at the end of the infectious perioed,
where necessary, the bedding belonging to the patient is removed
for treatment at the Disinfecting Station and the room sealed and
fumigated.

A total of 893 cases of infectious diseases was notified
during the year, being a decrease of 1,200 on the previous year.
130 cases were removed to hospital. The substantital reduction
in total notifications is due to the relatively small number of
notifications of measles (456 compared with 1,650 the previous
year).

MALARIA

The first notified case of Malaria to occecur in the Borough
since 1957 was received.

The patient, a man of U5 years of age, had suffered from
Malarial attacks whilst serving with the Royal Navy during the last
War. He worked in Nigeria from March to June 1964 and about one
week after his return to this country he was taken ill. He delayed
visiting his doctor for three days when he was immediately removed
to hospital, but died shortly after admission.
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DYSENTERY

Of the 53 cases originally notified 18 were subsequently
confirmed as Sonne Dysentery. Flve cases were admitted to
hospital, alsc one suspected case.

A young child living at the Plumstead Rest Centre was
found to be a dysentery carrier, and close survelillance was
kept on the other residents. Fortunately the only confirmed
notified cases were 4 children in one family, who were
subsequently removed to hospital.

The majority of the non-confirmed cases were found to be
suffering from Gastro Enteritis or Diarrhoea.

POLIOMYELITIS

For the third year in successlion there was no confirmed
case of Poliomyelitis. Two suspected cases were treated in
hospital and were subsequently dlagnosed as muscle injury and
tonsilitis.

PUERPERAL FYREXTA

Of the 96 notified cases of Puerperal Pyrexia occurring in
the Borough, 43 of the patients were not Woolwich mothers.

MEASIES

The number of individual cases of measles notified during
1964 totalled 456, of which 7 patients were treated in hospital
for various complications.

All except 6 of the notified cases were under the age of
15 years.
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TABLE N

0.

NOTIFICATION OF INFECTIOUS DISEASES

(EXCLUDING TUBERCULOSIS), 1

Under | 1-4 | 5-14 | 15-44 | 45-64 | 65 and mota) | Admitted
l yr. | yrs. | yrs. yra.. | yra. over = to
Hospital
Scarlet Fever - 23 45 1 i - 71 3
Meningococcal
Infecticn - - 3 = - - % 3
Erysipelas 1 1 - 2 4 - 8 2
Dysentery - 4 10 4 - - 18 5
Zymotie Enteritis - 3 1 1 1 - & 2
Pneumonia - 2 6 5 5 17 75 5
Puerperal Pyrexia - - 96 - - 96 96
Cphthalmia
Neonatorum - 4 - - - - - 7 6
Whooping Cough 5 36 38 - 1 - 80 -
Measles 11 228 211 6 - 456 T
Malaria - - - - . * & i |
Scabies - - 1 - 5 -
TUBERCULOSIS
Table of Notifications and Deaths compared with Population
Borough of Woolwich.
TABIE NO. 15
Estimated Pt i Deaths Deaths per Total Percentage
Clvilian Hobd 1~ from 1,000 of Deaths | of Tuber-
Year | Population gy g Tuber- population all culosis
excluding culosis Causes | Deaths
Army against
all Deaths
1954 | 145,000 200 21 .14 1,443 1.4
1955 | 145,000 154 23 +15 50T 1.4
1956 | 144,000 155 22 .14 1,524 1.4
1957 | 143,000 145 22 .14 1.504 1.4
1958 | 142,000 101 20 .14 1,514 p B
1959 | 142,000 86 14 .09 1,542 .9
1960 | 143,000 T2 9 .06 1, 424 .6
1961 | 146,850 56 1 Al 1,616 .9
1962 | 148,000 63 10 .06 1,580 A
1963 | 148,000 45 16 .10 1,790 .9
1964 | 149,810 53 3 .02 1,583 .18
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The following is an extract from the Tuberculosis Register
for 1964:-

Pulmonary Non-Pulmonary
M. F. Total M. F. Total

Cases notified for
the first time. 33 | 14 b7 2 4 6

Other additions to
register during the
year, including
transfers of patients

from other areas. 20 | 25 45 2 - 2
Cases on Reglster at
31st December, 1964 714 |585 | 1,299 46 45 91

The following Table gives the age groups of new cases notified:-

TABIE NO. 16
FORMAL NOTIFICATIONS
Number of Primary Notificatlons of New Cases
0-| 1-{ 5-] 15-| 25-| 35-| 45~| 55-] 65-]75 & | Total
1|4 14|24 |34 |44 |54 |64 |74 | w (A1l
ages)
PULMONARY -
Males = |1-1 1] 421415871812 = 33
Females -]l=-1=1.31314)a}p-1}2 - 14
NON-PUIMONARY
Males =l=1 =l =-|1Ff1]-=-71"=1-+- -
Females =1 -t=-1113!-1-1- - b
ITALE 4= =l BT GRS O D O = 53




DISINFECTION AND DISINFESTATION

During 1964 the Department disinfected 223 rooms, including
the patient's bedding following the notification of infectious
disease. 0f the rooms and bedding disinfected 97 rooms were
occupled by persons suffering from Tuberculosis.

A total of 1,204 inspections were made by the Public Health
Inspectors to check on verminous conditions, and 267 rooms were
found to have minor infestations of bugs or fleas. Disinfestation
was subsequently carried out by the Department.

A number of requests from residents were again received for
items of old furniture, bedding, ete. to be disposed of. The
unwanted items were usually worn out and in some cases were in a
verminous condition.

In all, 13 rooms were cleared of old furniture, and other
odd items removed and destroyed at the Council's destructor
included 23 mattresses, 12 sets of bedding, 4 beds, 2 three-piece
suites, 11 armechairs, 3 wardrobes, 3 tables, and an old sofa.

Certificates of Hyglene were issued to accompany 20 export
consignments of rag wipers which had been washed, cleansed and
sterilized by a local laundry. The firm concerned paid a small
fee for each Certificate issued.

AUTHENTICATION OF CERTIFICATES OF VACCINATION

Persons Journeying to certain foreign countries are required
to produce written evidence of recent successful vaccination or
inoculation. These Certificates are not acceptable to the
countries concerned unless the signature of the Doctor is
authenticated by the Medical Officer of Health in whose area he
practises. During the year 1,123 Certificates were authenticated
by me; 889 relating to protection against Smallpox, 174 for
Cholera, and 60 for T.A.B. inoculation.

PERSONAL CLEANSING

The Borough Council maintains two personal Cleansing Stations;
one at Plumstead, adjoining the Turkish Baths in Plumstead High
Street, and the other at Lionel Road Centre, Eltham.
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