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the work being in hand at the time of the hearing, and a further 28 summonses were
adjourned. Abatement Orders were made in 19 instances, and in the remaining
cases fines totalling £15 with £12 14s. 6d. costs, were imposed.

WELFARE OoF AGED AND Invmm PERsONS,

The powers of the Borough Council to deal with the removal to suitable premises
of aged persons in need of care and attention are now derived from Section 47 of
the National Assistance Aet, 1948, Where in the opinion of the Council removal
is necessary in the interests of the persons concerned, or in the interest of the general
public, the Council can apply to a Court for an Order requiring removal to suitable
premises for a period, in the first instance, of not more than three months. However,
action under this Section is limited to those persons who are suffering from a grave
chronic disease, or, being aged, infirm or physically incapable, are living in in-
sanitary conditions.

During the year it was found necessary to apply to the Court for a removal
Order in respect of a woman aged 65 years, living in insanitary conditions and in
need of care and attention.

A considerable amount of useful work has again been carried out by the Council
in the care of old people. There are a great many elderly persons in the Borough
who, whilst not sufficiently infirm to need institutional treatment, are living alone
and with increasing age require constant observation.

The two women inspectors of the ﬁepa.rtmant- made 1,162 visits to the homes
of old people during 1950. Valuable assistance was also given by the Home Nursing
Service and the Home Helps, with whom there is complete liaison.

Work, on behalf of the London County Council, on the erection of a home in
the Plumstead Common area to provide accommodation for elderly and infirm
persons was nearing completion at the end of the year. The Home, which is the
first of its kind to be specially designed and built by the London County Council
as an old persons' home, will have 92 beds. Men and women are to be accommaodat-
ed, but not persons needing special nursing care.

Metropolitan Borough Councils are responsible at the present time for the
administration of the powers contained in Section 31 of the National Assistance Act,
1948, so far as they relate to the making of contributions to the funds of voluntary
organisations who arrange for the provision of meals for old people in their own
homes, or at old people’s clubs. The Council iz giving financial assistance to the
Woolwich Council of SBocial Service who are operating an ** Old People’s Lunch Club ™
at the Central Hall, Plumstead High Street. The amount of the contribution made
by the Council has been further increased this year. Approximately, 1,600 meals
a month are served from the Club.

The Council has also considered and approved in principle the making of a
contribution towards the cost of the service of a part-time organiser for the home
visitation of old people.

Mosguiro CoNTROL,

Breeding grounds for mosquitos are provided by the marshland areas in the
Borough. In Abbey Wood, the area nearest to the marshland, considerable annoy-
ance has been caused in late years by this pest and extensive spraying operations
have been carried out on stagnant ponds, marsh ditches and allotment holders’
water butts, reducing this annoyance to a minimum,

During the year, fewer complaints were received and it is felt that the work of
the department is meeting with considerable success. Routine spraying is carried
out every year in the early summer, as a preventive measure.

Commox Lovciwe Housgs.

These are licensed annually by the Borough Council in accordance with the
provisions of the Public Health (London) Act, 1936, There are now only two licensed
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The Borough Council has paddling pools at the Middle Park Estate, in the
Briset Road Recreation Ground and in Plumstead Gardens, and there is another
paddling pool in Eaglesfield, Shooters Hill, belonging to the London County Council.

STREET CLEANSING AND REFUSE DISPosaL.

This was fully described in my Annual Report for 1949. During 1950, 41,570
tons of house and trade refuse were collected and, with the trade refuse delivered
by various tradesmen, brought the total to 48,586 tons dealt with at the destructor.
The salvaged material, weighing 1,889 tons, vielded £6,546 when sold. The raw
kitchen waste dealt with was 2,947 tons and realised £48,488. At the piggery, 269
pigs were maintained and the sale of pigs realised £5,428,

PreLic CONVENIENCES.

Fourteen conveniences for men and a similar number for women are main-
tained throughout the area, hours of opening and closing varying with local require-
ments. In the town centre, for example, the conveniences are open from 5.30
a.m. Normally, however, thiz service is available between the hours of 6.30 a.m.
and 11 p.m. These conveniences were inspected regularly during the year.

The information regarding the street cleansing, refuse disposal and public con-
veniences, has been kindly supplied by the Borough Engineer.

HOUSING

In December, 1950, there were 38,424 houses in the Borough. The number
inspected for housing defects under the Public Health or Housing Acts was 14,849
compared with 6,242 in the previous year. The number found not to be in all
respects reasonably fit for habitation was 2,835, Some 1,520 houses were rendered
fit in consequence of informal action by the sanitary inspectors, including the service
D: Intimation Notices. Statutory Notices were served for the first time in respect
of 1,315 houses.

The work necessitated by the large number of complaints of all descriptions
received in 1950 continued to restrict the number of house-to-house inspections
carried out under the Housing (Consolidated) Regulations, 1925, 83 dwelling houses
being inspected under these Regulations in 1950.

OVERCROWDING,

The Council is under obligation, upon application made by either landlord or
oceupier to give in writing the permitted number of persons in respect of any dwelling
house, and measurements were taken of dwellings on 640 occasions, compared with
126 in 1949. In all, 198 families were found to be living in overcrowded conditions.
Overcrowding reports were made to the London County Council on behalf of these
persons and in 76 cases alternative accommodation was obtained.

DemovLrTioNn a¥p Crosiweg ORDERS.

Demolition Orders were made by the Council under the provisions of Section
11 of the Housing Act, 1936, in respect of the following unfit houses : Nos. 91, 92
and 93, Woolwich High Street.

The Council accepted an undertaking from the owner of No. 6, Bowling Green
Row, Woolwich, that the premises would not be used for human habitation.

During the year, Closing Orders were made in respect of the basement rooms
at Nos. 81, Eltham Road, 8.E. 9, 22, Heverham Road, S.E. 18 and 9, Passey Place,
S.E. 9.

The Council authorised the service of a notice on the owner of No. 7, Heavitree
BRoad, Plumstead, requested that works to render the house fit be executed as required
by Section 9 of the Housing Act, 1936.

At the end of the year action was pending regarding a further six houses.
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