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InrFECTIOUS DISEASES.

The incidence of notifiable infectious diseases was higher
in 1929 than in the previous year. There were more cases
of diphtheria (496) and scarlet fever (567) than there were
in any year since 1921 ; but on the other hand, there was
a decrease in the number of cases of measles (151) and enterie
fever (7). Smallpox appeared in the Borough for the second
year in succession, five notifications being received. The
incidence of pneumonia (293) and influenzal pneumonia (90)
was high. The number of notifications of puerperal fever
and puerperal pyrexia rose from 48 to 53, and there were
three deaths from puerperal fever, compared with eight in
1928. At the end of the year there were 932 cases of pul-
monary and 278 cases of non-pulmonary tuberculosis, making
a total of 1,210 cases known to be living in the Borough.

SANITARY ADMINISTRATION.

The allocation of duties of the Sanitary Inspectors was
revised during the year, consequent upon the increasing
demand made on the Department by the administration of
the Public Health (Meat) Regulations, 1924. In 1929, the
carcases of 24,885 animals were inspected at the, private
slaughterhouses in the Borough, and it was necessary for one
Inspector, and on occasion two, to devote their whole time
to this work. In all, three Inspectors are now concerned
with the supervision of the food supplies and the premises
where they are prepared, or stored or sold.

Although there were only five cases of smallpox notified
in the Borough, the occurrence of the disease in the Metropolis
placed much additional work on the Inspectors in connection
with the supervision of contacts possibly infected in other
Boroughs—work of the highest importance in preventing
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the spread of the disease in these days when so large a pro-
portion of the population is unvaccinated. In all, nearly
1,400 special visits were paid, often after office hours and
occasionally on Sundays.

The general work of the district Inspectors continued as
in previous years, and is dealt with fully in Sections V., VIL.,
and incidentally, in Section VIII., while that of the food
Inspectors will be found in Section VI.

One of the Council’s disinfectors, Mr. E. GG. Turner, who
entered the service of the Plumstead Vestry on the 7th
October, 1886, retired on superannuation on the lst August.

MATERNITY AND CHILD WELFARE.

During the year plans were prepared for the erection of
a new Centre at Eltham to replace the existing hut at 179,
Well Hall Road, which is obviously too small to deal with
the increasing numbers attending there in consequence of the
rapid development of Eltham. It is also well known that
the overcrowded condition of this Centre prevents many
mothers bringing their children there.

When Plumstead Centre was erected in 1926, an
arrangement was made whereby certain rooms were made
available for the dental treatment of school children under
arrangements with the London County Council. The scheme
has worked satisfactorily and the Council felt that the principle
should be extended to the new Centre. Plans have accordingly
been prepared whereby there will be provided a large waiting
hall, a set of maternity and child welfare rooms, dental rooms,
and two further rooms for the treatment of school children,
The plans have been approved by the Minister (1930).
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In comparing the statistics in this report with those in
previous reports, it is important to note that in May, 1928,
the number of wards in the Borough was increased from 11
to 14. It had been apparent for some time that Eltham
Ward was too large, and so it was divided into three wards,
now known as Avery Hill, Sherard and Well Hall Wards.
The original St. Nicholas’ Ward was for the same reason
divided into two—now known as the Abbey Wood and St.
Nicholas’ Wards. During the year an enquiry was held by
the London County Council into a proposal to unify the three
civil parishes of Woolwich into one, to be known as the
Parish of the Borough of Woolwich. No Order, however,
had been made at the end of the year.

For many years the statistics of the Borough have been
presented in relation to the four registration districts of
Woolwich, West Plumstead, East Plumstead and Eltham,
and it is proposed to continue them in this form until accurate
figures for the wards are available after the Census of 1931.

Population. The Registrar General estimates the popu-
lation of the Borough at the 30th June, 1929, as 146,800.
This is the highest estimate since the end of the war. The
figures include the military, and in order to obtain the civilian
population, it is necessary to make a reduction of 5,200,
which is the estimated number of non-civilians, The civilian
population, therefore, is estimated to be 141,600. For several
years now 1 have been of opinion that the figure estimated
by the Registrar General is below the true estimate, and my
estimate of the population of the Borough at the middle of
1929 was 148,653. In the report, however, the Registrar
General’s figures have been accepted for comparative statistical
purposes, but in sub-dividing his figures, allowances have
been made for internal movements in the Borough which
can be fairly accurately measured by an analysis of the
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Illegitimate Births. The number of illegitimate births
registered was 53. There were 22 inward transfers and 4
outward transfers, making a net figure of 71, equivalent to
31 per 1,000 births.

Natural Increase of Population. This term means the
excess of births over deaths. In 1926 it was 1,013; in
1927, 761 ; in 1928, 715; and in 1929, 532.

Notification of Births. During the year, 2,300 live births
were notified. This is at the rate of 96:2 per cent. of regis-
tered births and compares with 98 per cent. last year. 959
notifications were received from midwives, 157 from doctors,
116 from parents, and 55 from other persons; 566 from the
British Hospital for Mothers and Babies, 190 from the Military
Families' Hospital, 71 from the Plumstead and District
Hospital, 129 from the Woolwich- War Memorial Hospital,
and 34 from the Eltham Cottage Hospital. Twenty-three
births took place in midwives’ homes. In addition to these,
64 notifications were received from the Medical Officer of
Health of Greenwich, 52 from the Medical Officer of Health
of Lewisham, and 31 from other Medical Officers of Health.
92 still births were notified. Tt is known that 918 Woolwich
births took place in institutions, either within or without the
Borough, so that the percentage of institutional midwifery
for the Borough as a whole was 3966, the figures for the
various districts being—Woolwich, 39 per cent.; West
Plumstead, 46 per cent.; HKEast Plumstead, 36 per cent. ;
and Eltham, 37 per cent.

The following Table, No. 7, shows the number of corrected
births each year since 1925; the number of live and still
births notified ; the percentage of notified births, and the
birth rates for the same period for Woolwich, London, and
England and Wales.
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CAUSES OF DEATH.

Table No. 11 shows that there were 353 deaths from
heart disease, 213 from cancer, 143 from pulmonary tuber-
culosis, 121 from bronchitis, 119 from pneumonia, 96 from
influenza, 76 from cerebral haemorrhage and 54 from nephritis.
In 1928 there were 255 deaths from heart disease, 71 from
pneumonia and 39 from nephritis. The other figures differ
but slightly from those of that year. 70 per cent. of all
deaths occurred in persons over 45 years of age.

Heart Disease. The deaths from heart disease, which
numbered 211 in 1927 and 255 in 1928, numbered 353 in
1929. The large increase in diseases of the heart is due
particularly to the abnormally cold weather in the first
quarter of the year, but partially to more accurate certification
of the cause of death in old people. Except in 27 instances,
the age at death was 45 years or over.

Tuberculosis and Infectious Diseases. These are referred
to in the section dealing with the notifiable infectious diseases.

Diarrhoea. 28 deaths were certified to be due to diarr-
hoeal diseases, compared with 16 in 1928 and 6 in 1927.
21 deaths occurred in children under two years of age.

Respiratory Diseases. The following Table, No. 13,
shows the number of deaths each year since 1925 from respira-
tory diseases ; the annual death rate ;: the number of deaths
under 5 years, and the percentage of deaths occurring in
children under 5 years of age. The increase in the number
of deaths this year was mainly due to the abnormally cold
weather in February and March, and possibly also to the
prevalence of influenza.
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TABLE No. 22.
INFANT MORTALITY, 1929.

Nett Deaths from stated Causes at various Ages under One
year of age.
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SECTION III.—GENERAL PROVISION OF
HEALTH SERVICES IN THE AREA.

It is difficult in the Metropolis, to give in the limits of
the report, a precis of the health services of the area, although
the mere enumeration of the health services in the area is
quite a simple matter. Such an enumeration, however,
would be no reflex of the use made of health services by the
people of Woolwich. For instance, amongst the municipal
services, cases of infectious disease are removed to hospitals,
all of them outside the Borough, of the Metropolitan Asylums
Board, and cases of tuberculosis requiring special forms of
treatment are sent to hospitals belonging to other authorities.
In the same way many residents requiring hospital treatment
receive it as outdoor or resident patients in various London
general hospitals.

In this section a brief reference is made to many of the
health services, and, where the service is dealt with subse-
quently in the report, a reference is given to the pages where
the details are to be found.

i. Hospitals Provided or Subsidised by the Local Authority
or by the County Council.

(@) Fever and (b) Smallpox. These hospitals in the Metro-
polis are under the control of the Metropolitan Asylums
Board. There are no hospitals in Woolwich. Most of the
Woolwich cases are admitted to the Brook Hospital in Green-
wich, the Park Hospital in Lewisham, or to the South-Eastern
Hospital, New Cross. Joyce Green Hospital was closed
during the year for the admission of cases other than smallpox.
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Detailed information regarding the use made of the
Asylums Board’s hospitals by Woolwich residents is set out
in the section dealing with the prevention and control of
infectious diseases. A small number of infectious cases are
admitted to the London Fever Hospital, an institution where
fever patients are received on payment, either in general or
private wards.

(¢) Tuberculosis. The arrangements for the treatment
of Tuberculosis are set out in full in Section VIII of the.
report. These may be summarised as follows :—a Dispensary
for the examination of persons suspected to be suffering
from tuberculosis is established in Maxey Road, Plumstead,
where arrangements are made for the diagnosis of doubt-
ful cases, for out-patient treatment and for institutional
treatment.  Briefly, the Borough Council is responsible
for preventive work and for local and out-patient treatment,
and the County Couneil is responsible for institutional treat-
ment. No institutional treatment is provided in Woolwich
except under the Board of Guardians in the Plumstead and
District Hospital.

(d) Maternity. The Council has made arrangements with
two local hospitals for the reservation of maternity beds :
(i.) The British Hospital for Mothers and Babies and (ii.) The
War Memorial Hospital. Detailed information regarding
this service will be found in the Maternity and Child
Welfare Section (No. IX.) of the report.

(e) Children. There is no special hospital for children in
the Borough, but there is a children’s ward in the War
Memorial Hospital.

(f) Others. The Woolwich War Memorial Hospital,
which was formally opened in November, 1927, admitted its
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first patient on the 5th March, 1928. It is a general hospital
which has, in addition, a small maternity section and an
X.ray and electro-therapeutic department. It receives
private patients. Seventy-two beds are provided in the
general wards, 24 beds in cubicles in the general wards, and
8 beds in the private wards. In the maternity section there
are 7 beds. Its total capacity is therefore 111 beds. The
Council have five representatives on the Board of Governors,
and the Medical Officer of Health is entitled to be present
at all meetings and speak, but not vote thereat.

Through the courtesy of Mr. Edwin Radford, J.P., the
Secretary-Superintendent of the Hospital, I am enabled to
say that 1,937 patients were admitted, and 2,097 cases of
accidents and other emergencies were treated in the Casualty
Department during the year.

il. Institutional Treatment for Unmarried Mothers,
Illegitimate Children and Homeless Children in the Area.

There are now no institutions in the Borough specially
provided for the treatment of such cases.

ifii. Ambulance Facilities.

(@) The Metropolitan Asylums Board’s ambulance service
is available for the removal to hospital, free of charge, of
persons suffering from infectious disease, and, on payment,
for the removal of persons suffering from non-infectious
disease to hospitals or other places.

(b) The ambulance service of the London County Council
is available for the removal of cases of accident and sudden
illness arising in the streets or public buildings, and for
the removal of ordinary maternity cases between the hours of
11 pm. and 8 a.m., and urgent maternity cases during the
day time when accompanied by a doctor or a nurse.
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v. Public Health Officers of the Local Authority.

In tabular form below are shown the names, qualifications,
service and duties of members of the Public Health staff.
During the year the Council, with the approval of the Ministry
of Health, increased the number of Sanitary Inspectors doing
duty in the Borough by one; and Mr. F. Hemingway was
appointed to fill the position created.

TABLE No. 26.

"Year
appoint- Name. Qualifications. Appointment
ed.
11918 Mackenzie, R. E. W. | M.B,, D.P.H. .. .| Assistant Medical Offi-
cer of Health for
Maternity and Child
Welfare.
11921 Blackmore, F. J. C. | M.R.C.S., LR.C.P. Assistant Medical Offi-
cer of Health and
Tuberculosis Officer.
11927 Wright, C. I. .. M.D., BS., D.P.H .| Assistant Medical Offi-
cer (General Pur-
poses).
18901 Smith, Sir W. R. ..| M.D,, Sc., D.P.H., | Public Analyst
L.L.D., F.R.8.(Edin.) (Part time)
$1927 Lynham, J. E. A...| B.A,, M.D,, DM.R.E Consultant, Artificial
Sunlight.
11927 Taylor, H. G. F.R.CS .| Consultant, under Puer-
peral Fever Regu-
lations, 1926.
*1909 Shaw, H. .| Cert. Royal San. Inst., | Chief Sanitary
Cert.San.Insp. Exam. Inspector.
Board, Cert. BSan. (1928)
Insp. Assoen., Cert.
Meat and other foods.
*1896 Little, W. Cert. Royal San. Inst., | Sanitary Inspector.
Cert. Meat and other
foods.
*1897 Wood, W. Cert. Royal San. Inst. | Sanitary Inspector.
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TABLE No. 26—continued.

Year
appoint-
ed.

Name.

Qualifications.

Appointment.

1019
41019

$1920

+1920

$1922

1927

$1921
1921
1921

+1923
+1922

Tibbits, Miss E.

Ware, Miss C.

Campbell, Miss M. ..

Morgan, Miss F.

Seccombe, Miss W...

Farrell, Miss E, V.

Castledine, Mrs. L. ..

Prestige, Mrs. M.

Mahony, Miss N.

Smith, Mrs. M. ;
Morrison, Mrs. M. L.

Cert. San. Insp. Exam.
Board, Health Visi-
tor's Cert., Board of
Eduecation.

Cert. San. Insp. Exam.
Board, C.M.B.,
HealthVisitors'Cert.,
Board of Education.

Cert. General Hospital
Training, C.M.B.,

Cert.San.Insp. Exam.

Board ;: Health Visi-
tors’ Cert., Royal
San. Inst.

Cert. General Hospital
Training, C.M.B.,
HealthVisitors'Cert.,
Maternity and Child
Welfare Cert.

Cert. General Hospital
Training, C.M.B.,
HealthVisitors'Cert.

. «| Cert. General Hospital

Training, C.M.B,,
Heliotherapy Cert.,
HealthVisitors'Cert.,
Board of Education.

Cert. General Hospital
Training.

Cert. San. Insp. Exam.
Board, - C.M.B.,
HealthVisitors'Cert.,
Board of Education.

Cert. General Hospital
Training, Health
Visitors’ Cert.

.| Dispensing Certificate.

Health Visitor.

Health Visitor and
Sanitary Inspector.

Health Visitor.

Health Visitor.

Health Visitor.

Health Visitor and
Artificial Sunlight
Nurse.

Tubereulosis Visitor,
Tuberculosis Visitor.
Tuberculosis Visitor.

Clerk-Dispenser.
Lay Organiser,

Britter, A.
Collyer, H. M.

tEdwards, Mrs. N.

Pike, L.

CLERKS :

Prescott, H. T.
Smith, H. 8.
tStephenson, Miss D.
Taylor, 8. G.
MORTUARY KEEPER : F. Leason.

The Medical Officer of Health* is Administrative Tuberculosis Officer and
Executive Officer under the Council's Maternity and Child Welfare Scheme.

* Salary contributions made under the Public Health Acts.
T Salary contributions made by Exchequer Grants.
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perishable food clean and wholesome were demonstrated.
The adjoining stall, which applied the second half of the
slogan, showed the interior of a model larder and illustrated
to the housewife how the various articles of food in daily use

“ Buy CLean Foop"—

could be kept free from dust and flies. Popular features of
this larder were the ¢ Baby’s Tray,”” which showed how baby’s
food shoald be prepared and kept, and a vegetable stand
designed for keeping vegetables in a tidy and clean manner.
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The exhibits were explained by a staff of Sanitary
Inspectors and Health Visitors.

The two photographs here given graphically illustrate
the arrangement of the stalls.

—“anp KEeep 1T CLEAN.”

(¢) In addition, lectures have been given by members
of the staff to Guilds and Mothers’ Meetings and Associations
of a like nature.
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SECTION V.—SANITARY ADMINISTRATION.

Staff. The sanitary section of the Department is under
the control of the Chief Sanitary Inspector, who is assisted
by ten male, one woman and two part-time women Sanitary
Inspectors. In 1928 the number of male inspectors was nine,
but on the 27th June, 1929, the Ministry of Health approved
the appointment of an additional male sanitary inspector and
Mr. F. Hemingway commenced duty on the 14th August,
1929. The Chief Sanitary Inspector is also responsible for
the inspection and supervision of food and such housing
matters as come within the purview of the Department.

Complaints. The number of complaints received during
the year was 2,277, compared with 2,102 in 1928. Most of
the complaints came from occupiers of houses and dealt with
alleged nuisances there. In accordance with the provisions
of the Public Health (London) Act, 1891, a complaints book
is kept and all complaints, both written and oral, are recorded
therein.

Water Closet Accommodation. Except in the outlying
parts of the Borough, where, as a temporary expedient, cess-
pools or earth closets are in use, every house in the Borough
is connected with the water carriage system. The number
of cesspools regularly emptied by the Council was 15 in
Plumstead and 12 in Eltham.

Removal and Disposal of Refuse. House refuse is
collected and disposed of by the Works Committee of the
‘Council. Collection is once a week generally, but in certain
parts of the Borough twice weekly. All house refuse is burnt
at the Council’s destructor, White Hart Road, Plumstead, but
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before burning a preliminary sorting is made and tins and all
iron removed. These are crushed in a hydraulic press and
are sold. The clinker residue from the furnace is put through
a special plant, mixed with bitumen, and then used for
surfacing certain classes of roads in the Borough.

Trade Refuse. Trade refuse also is collected by the
Works Committee, but in this case a charge of 5s. 0d. per
load is made. During the year approximately 2,957 loads.
were removed.

Offensive Trade Refuse. Specially designed sealed air-
tight metal bins are provided by the Council for this work
and a charge of sixpence is made each time one is used, the
full receptacle being removed and a clean empty one sub-
stituted. The bins are collected daily and are transported
by means of an electric motor tractor and a closed trailer
with sliding doors. The refuse is disposed of to a manufacturer
of guano at Poplar and the receptacles are cleansed by steaming
and washing.

Drainage. Practically every house in the Borough is
connected with the water carriage system and drainage is
satisfactory. During the year 43 complaints were received
with regard to the construction of combined drains. On
investigation it was found that 200 houses in all were affected.
In every case the drains were cleared. In all the systems
except four, the obstruction was of a temporary nature, or
was due to slight defects which admitted of a remedy at the
time of inspection. Costs recovered from the owners amounted
to €57 2s. 4d. In these four instances, however, recon-
struction was necessary. After service of the notices and on
receipt of the consent of the owners, the work was carried
out in two cases by the Works Department of the Council,
(the costs being paid by the individual owners in their proper
proportions) and in the other two by the owners themselves.
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Sewer Emanations. As a result of a serious explosion
which took place in Holborn in December, 1928, the question
of the ventilation of the London County Council’s main
sewers and manholes received the careful consideration of the
Main Drainage Committee of that body, and they gave
instructions that the manholes that had been covered by
plates should be re-opened. When the plates were removed,
a host of complaints were received from inhabitants of
adjoining houses. Quite apart from any considerations as to
whether the public health was likely to be endangered by
these emanations there could be no doubt that an intolerable
state of affairs had arisen, and it was no consolation to the
complainants to be informed that the County Council had
been advised that the public health was not likely to be
endangered by the action taken. The complainants regarded
the smell as most objectionable and abominable, and a
nuisance of the worst order. At the meeting of the Woolwich
Borough Council in July it was declared urgent business to
deal with the following motion :—

“ That the London County Council be informed that
the removal of the covers from certain manholes on the
main sewers in Woolwich has resulted in most objection-
able and offensive sewer emanations, causing serious
pollution of the atmosphere, and that the Woolwich
Borough Council, while appreciating the desire of the
London County Council to minimise the risk of damage
by explosion of sewer gases, are of opinion that the
method adopted is unsatisfactory and also unfair to
those who are subjected to the discomfort of these
intolerable smells, and asks that immediate steps may
be taken to replace these covers.”

The public outery against the action of the County
Council was not confined to Woolwich, and the County
Council, in reply to representations, took steps to see that the
discomfort and discontent complained of were removed by the
replacement of most of the plates.
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Offensive Trades. There are no offensive trades in the
Borough.

Action taken with Regard to Smoke Abatement. The
Sanitary Inspectors in the ordinary course of their duties
keep chimney stacks under observation and record any
nuisance from smoke. In addition to this, special investi-
gations are made where complaints are received. In the
course of the year 158 special observations were recorded
and 24 offences were discovered, Warning letters were sent
in each case. During the year the appropriate Committee of
the London County Council provisionally approved the
following draft bye-law :—

“ The emission of black smoke for a period of two
minutes in the aggregate within any continuous period of
30 minutes from any one chimney or a building, other than
a private dwelling house, shall, until the contrary is
proved, be presumed to be a nuisance liable to be dealt
with summarily under the Public Health (London)
Act, 1891.”

Factory and Workshop Aect. The Medical Officer of
Health is required to include in his Annual Report details of
the administration of this Act in his district. The total
number of factories, workshops and workplaces on the register
was 358. The number of inspections was 989, compared with
778 in 1928. The number of sanitary defects found was 98,
and 95 of these had been remedied at the end of the year.
Bakehouses are specially reported on in the section dealing
with the supervision of food.

The number of inspections of Outworkers’ premises, 756,
compares with 820 for 1928. Most of the outworkers in the
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TABLE No. 32.
Sun | Sun Street All
Street |(Infectious)| Eltham. | Mortuaries.
1928 1929
No of Bodies received :
(a) for inquest e 23 — — 31 22
(b) for custody .. 15 — 5 18 20
37 - 5 49 42
No. of Post - Mortem
Examinations - 15 i — 17 15

Cemeteries. There are two cemeteries in the Borough,
designated respectively the Woolwich and the Plumstead
Cemetery. Both are owned by the Council and both are in
the Parish of Plumstead. In addition there are two church-
yards, one at Eltham and one at Plumstead. At the end of
1927 the Council adopted the Burial Acts for the parish of
Eltham, a condition precedent to the provision of a cemetery,
but at the end of the year no suitable site had been found,
although the matter has received the close attention of the
appropriate Committee throughout the year.

In Table No. 33 which follows, is shown the number of
interments in the different graveyards in the Borough. The
information regarding the interments at the Cemeteries is
given through the courtesy of the Town Clerk, and, in the.
case of Eltham, through that of the Vicar of Eltham.

TABLE No. 33.

Number of Interments.
1927. 1928. 1929.

Woolwich Cemetery .. 0bd 604 657
Plumstead Cemetery .. 054 643 767
Eltham Churchyard ce - 200 227 265

Plumstead Churchyard .. 8 8 9









According to the figures published in successive Annual
Reports of the Medical Officer of Health, the burials in this
Churchyard each year since 1894 have been as follows :(—

1894—318 1903—115 1912—60 1921—24
1895—358 1904—123 1913—34 1922—33
1896—253 1905— 62 1914—51 1923—23
1897—177 1906— 60 1915—46 1924—27
1898—193 1907— 40 1916—38 1925—16
1899—149 1908— 22 1917—36 1926—15
1900—164 1909— 59 1918—32 1927— 8
1901—144 1910— 51 1919—37 1928— 8
1902—125 1911— 47 1920—41 1929— 9

In recent years the churchyard has assumed a very
forlorn appearance and has become a wilderness. Many
graves have sunk below the level of the surface of the land
and others are exposed by holes in the brickwork above the
ground. The graves are overcrowded and there is an entire
absence of order. Generally speaking, the condition is one
of dilapidation and neglect. There have been for some years
many complaints about the condition of the churchyard.
During the year the General Purposes Committee of the
Council asked the Town Clerk to initiate the necessary steps
for closing it. After considerable research and many con-
sultations and enquiries, the General Purposes Committee
reported as follows :—

“ We have for some time had under consideration the
desirability of closing that portion of the above church-
yard which is at present used for burials, with a view to
the Council taking it over as an open space, and have been
in negotiation with the Vicar of Plumstead thereon.
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Section 7 of the Burials Act, 1852, excludes from the
operation of the Act any burial ground added after that
date, and as that portion of the Churchyard at present
used for burials was added in 1860, it is not possible to
close it under the provisions referred to. In a similar
case, provision was obtained in one of the General
Powers Acts of the London County Council deeming a
cemetery to have been closed for burials within the
meaning of the Open Spaces Acts applicable thereto.

In view of the many complaints which have been
received as to the conditions of the Churchyard, we are
of opinion that similar steps should be taken in this
case, subject to the Vicar of Plumstead concurring in

the action proposed.”

The Vicar of Plumstead concurred, and in November the
London County Council decided, subject to the Woolwich
Borough Council agreeing to defray a proportion of the expenses
for the promotion of a Bill and all expenses specially incurred,
to promote legislation in Parliament in the session 1929-30
to enable the Borough Council to close that portion of Plum-
stead Churchyard still open for burials and provide for matters
incidental thereto.

The area of the newer portion is 12,127 square yards.
The area of the closed portion, including the church, is 5,387
square yards, and excluding the church, 4,307 square yards.
A plan of the churchyard is shown on page 76, the two
portions being separately defined.

Removal of Infirm and Diseased Persons in Certain Cases.
The London County Council (General Powers) Act, 1928,
includes a section which provides for the removal of aged,
infirm or diseased persons, on the certificate of the Medical
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MILK SUPPLY.

Registration. The number of registered dairy premises
at the end of the year was 94 ;: 24 of these were in Woolwich,
40 in Plumstead, and 30 in Eltham. These premises were
in the occupation of 63 registered dairymen or purveyors of
milk. In addition, 18 dairymen were registered whose
registered premises were in adjoining areas. The number
of cowkeepers was 6. During the year there were several
changes in the registers but no person was struck off on account
of danger to the public health by reason of his method of
handling, storing or distributing milk.

Cowkeepers. The six registered cowkeepers in the
Borough hold licences for 19 cowsheds in all, with accom-
modation for 417 cows. The average number of cows kept
was 335. The cowsheds were regularly inspected and it was
found necessary to serve six notices. Inspections are usually
made at milking time. In general, the conditions were
satisfactory.

Milk Retailed in Bottles. Every person delivering milk
in bottles must fill and close every such bottle on registered
premises and no person must remove or tamper with the
disc or device for sealing the bottle at any time after leaving
such premises before it is handed to the customer. Towards
the end of 1928 and the beginning of 1929 there was reason
to believe that the above regulation was not being complied
with and so special observations were made. It was found
that certain milk vendors were filling milk bottles in the
streets, and in some instances this breach of the regulations
was aggravated by the fact that unwashed bottles were
being used.

Legal proceedings in these cases may be taken either
against the dairyman or the roundsman, but if the Council
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however, does not apply to hotels, restaurants, clubs and
certain factories and workshops. The Act does not empower
the sanitary authority to refuse registration—a very serious
defect.

Other Premises. All premises where food for human
consumption is sold and/or prepared for sale and/or stored
are regularly inspected in order to ensure that they are
maintained in a proper sanitary condition. In addition to
those referred to in the preceding paragraphs the businesses
receiving attention in this connection are restaurants, eating
houses, coffee stalls and canteens, butchers’ shops, grocery
and provision stores, places where cooked meats and sausages
are prepared, and places where stallholders and street traders
keep their goods. In the inspection of all such premises care-
ful attention is paid to the condition of the interior surfaces
of the walls, roofs and floors, the cleanliness of the tables,
utensils, machines and cooking apparatus, and the personal
hygiene of those actually handling the food. Such technical
points as the position of drain inlets and water closets receive
close attention. The maintenance of an ideal standard of
cleanliness in food preparation rooms is only possible by the
elimination of dust and filth, by adequate lighting, proper
ventilation and the free use of soap and water. Any defects
in technique or in structure regarded as inimicable to these
principles are immediately brought to the notice of the persons
responsible, and revisits are made until the inspector is
satisfied that proper hygienic conditions prevail. In addition
to the inspection of these premises, 1,680 visits were made to
shops and stalls in the markets with a view to inspecting the
food offered for sale.

UNSOUND FOOD.

There were 222 instances of unsound food being sur-
rendered. These compare with 288 in 1928, Included in
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ADULTERATED SAMPLES—ACTION TAKEN.

The following, Table No. 43, shows the number of
adulterated samples and the action taken in each instance
where the samples were formal.

TABLE No. 43.

Sample Article. Formal or Result of Result of Proceed-
No. Informal. Analysis. ings or other action.
24 Goulard’s Informal | 2-24 times stronger than —

Lotion. B.P.
77 Butter ..| Informal | 48-73 per cent. of for- —
eign fat,
98 Sausages Formal | 263 parts per million of | Fined £5.
sulphur dioxide.
116 Bread and Formal | Bread and margarine ..| Dismissed.
Butter £1 1s. costs.
171 Strong Tine- | Informal | 75 per cent. deficient in —
ture of Iodine Iodine and 54:5 per
cent. deficient in Pot-
ass lodide.
198 Whisky Formal | 38-93 degress under | Dismissed.
proof. £2 12s. 6d. costs.
218 Rum Formal | 46-07 degrees under | Fined £2 or 28
proof. days.
220 Gin Formal | 36-39 degrees under | Further sample
proof. taken.
229 Glyevrin of Informal | 100 per cent. deficient in —-
Borax borax.
251 Sweet Spirit | Informal | 27-2 per cent. deficient —
of Nitre in ethyl nitrite.
252 Sweet Spirit | Informal | 50-6 per cent. deficient —
of Nitre. in ethyl nitrite.
253 Sweet Spirit | Informal | 65-2 per cent. deficient —
of Nitre. in ethyl nitrite.
254 Sweet Spirit | Informal | 20-4 per cent. deficient —
of Nitre. in ethyl nitrite,
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TABLE No. 43—conlinued.

Sample Article, Formal or Result of " Result of Proceed-
No. Informal. Analysis. ings ot other action.
255 Sweet Spirit | Informal | 45-4 per cent. deficient - -
of Nitre. in ethyl nitrite.
260 Malt Vinegar | Informal | 28 per cent. deficient in —
acetic acid and made
from vinegar other
than malt.
260 | Sweet Spirit | Formal | 638 per cent. deficient | Dismissed.
of Nitre. in ethyl nitrite.
272 Malt Vinega: | Formal 25 per cent. deficient in | Vendor cautioned.
acetic acid and made
from vinegar other
than malt.
273 Rum Formal | 22 per cent. excess water | Dismissed.
£2 costs.
345 Sweet Spirit | Informal | 81 per cent. deficient in e
of Nitre. ethyl nitrite.
466 Whisky Formal | 36-64 degrees under | Vendor cautioned.
proof.
503 Gin Formal | 39:71 degrees under | Dismissed.
proof. £3 3s. costs.
506 Rum .. Formal | 38:8 degrees under Dismissed.
© proof. £3 3s. costs.
508 Gin Formal | 49-17 degrees under Dismissed.
proof. £5 bs. costs.

CHEMICAL AND BACTERIOLOGICAL EXAMINATION
OF FOOD.

No chemical analysis, other than that referred to in the
preceding paragraphs, has been carried out during the year,

The bacteriological work in connection with the examina-
tions of designated milks was carried out at the laboratories
of the Clinical Research Association, Watergate House, York
Buildings, Adelphi, W.C. 2.
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mined ; the closing order in one case was made in the same
year, and in the other case the closing order was made in
1922, the premises having been used other than as a dwelling
house for several years. The details with regard to each
case where action was taken are shown in Table No. 46
which follows.

TABLE No. 46.

Action Taken under Housing Acts.

Date of Date of Remarks.
Representation. Premises. Closing Order.
1928,
14th November | 12, Walpole Place 9th January —
12th December 7, Eleanor Road .. 9th January Determined on 15th
May.
14th November | 8, Pound Place Oth January Demolition Order,
10th July.
14th November | 14, Pound Place Oth January Demolition Order,
10th July.
14th November | 204, Pound Place 9th January Demolition Order,
10th July.
13th June 16, Pound Place 1st August, 1928 | Demolition Order,
13th March.
1929.
11th July 1, Jubilee Cottages . .4+ 9th October —
11th July 2, Jubilee Cottages 9th October —
11th July 3, Ram Alley O9th October - -
11th July 4, Ram Alley 9th October -
16th October . .| 55, St. James’s Place 9th November. . —_
1922, ;
12th May * Harrowfield ”’ Farm 5th July, 1922 | Determined
House. 4th December.
1929.

11th December

11th December

31, Vicarage Road

33, Vicarage Road

Action pending at
end of year.

Action pending at
end of vear.
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Increase of Rent and Mortgage Interest (Restrictions)
Acts, 1920 and 1923. During the year two applications
were made by the occupiers of houses for certificates that the
houses in question were not in a reasonable state of repair.
The condition of the houses did not justify further action
under these Acts and no certificates were granted. One
owner made an application for a report under the Act, but
as the necessary repairs had not been completed, the owner
was informed that until these were done no report could
be issued.

Tents and Vans. Bye-laws regulating the use of these
were made by the Council in 1903. All tents and vans
(which are few in number) were inspected regularly and
steps taken to ensure that the bye-laws were being observed.
The total number of inspections made was eight.

Houses Let in Lodgings. During the year, at the request
of the Metropolitan Boroughs’ Standing Joint Committee,
the Public Health Committee had under consideration the
provisions in the bye-laws made by the London County
Council with respect to such houses under which the operation
of certain bye-laws is suspended until six months after the
Rents Restrictions Acts shall have ceased to be in force,
and the question whether the suspensory provisions should
now cease to have effect as regards houses which become
decontrolled under the Acts. After consideration, the
Public Health Committee were of opinion : (a) That it is
desirable to bring into operation the suspended bye-laws ;
(b) That all the suspended bye-laws or parts of bye-laws
should be brought into operation ; and (c) That such bye-
laws should be made to apply to houses wholly or partially
decontrolled. The Council agreed.

































Table No. 52.

quarter was as follows :—

First quarter

Second quarter

115

113
138

Third quarter

Fourth quarter

The number of notifications received each

125
191

Deaths. There were three deaths from Scarlet Fever
during the year, including two in children under 5 years of

age.

Multiple Cases.
distribution by wards.

with the term * family *’ except in 6 instances, where two
families were involved.

TABLE No. 53.

The following Table shows the house
The term “ house ' is synonymous

n: "
& :J L3 ‘E
m
: - & a8 i : :
ol o o = . —_— =
AN Dlslalegliol .l1B|EBIF] c|H '§§ z
- E l-: (% 2 -'E E .E -E - m FE =] ) ﬁ
HEHHHHEHEREE R
(=] - : = [+¥] e : = o
ala|g|a|alH|s 28|28l <
Number of houses
in which
1 case oceurred ..|22|15|18|22|15|30|26|41]117|33|37/28/66]11|381| 381
2casesoccurred ..| 3| 3| 1| 4| 1| 4| 68| 9| 2|-5]| 3| 2| 6|..| 49| 98
: SRS i ot [ i (A I (MNP R e - 1 EOUERE (B 7 DS | 41..1 11| 33
d - e (o GG N L S (AT 71 28
Total Houses ..|25|18|19|27|17|34|33|54|19|40]|40]|31]180/|11]448| 540
Military Cases ..|.. T o v B A e B Peane MR SR ) S

Return Cases.

H

The following table shows the number
of return cases, the dates of admission to hospital, the dates
of discharge from hospital, and some observations on the
condition of the primary cases on discharge.
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TABLE No. 55.
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Number of Houses
in which
1 case occurred 28123 |37| 9(19(14|32|29| 8|32|14|26|43| 15| 320] 329
2 cases occurred g| 1| 4] 1] 2| 1| 41 7]1..1 8] 2| 5| 51 2| 48] 92
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Total Houses ..|40(24|41(10|23|18|36(37| 8|35|18|31|49|17|387| 469
Military 27

Home Isolation.

Antitoxin.

Only four cases were isolated at home,
The same administrative procedure as in Scarlet Fever was
followed out.

A supply of Diphtheria Antitoxin is stored

at the Town Hall, the Plumstead Library and the Eltham
Library, and is available to medical practitioners on appli-
cation, at cost price, or free where there is inability to pay.
The amount supplied during the year was 86,000 units. The
total cost to the Council was £6 9s. 0d., all of which was
recovered.

Schick Test. There are no clinics in the area where
Schick testing and immunisation are carried out. Occasion-
ally, however, parents request that their children should be
immunised, and in these instances, through the kindness of
the Medical Officer of Health of Deptford, I have been able
to refer them to him.
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ENTERIC FEVER.
Seven cases, including one military case, were notified

during the year, and one death occurred. In the following
Table details of each case are given.

TABLE No. 56.

No. Date Sex. | Age. Diagnosis. Final Diagnosis. | Remarks.
notified. '

1 29/ 4/29 F. 5 | Typhoid Fever ..| Enteric Fever .. —

2 8/ 5/29 M. 8 | Typhoid Fever ..| Paratyphoid B. —_

3 27/ 7/29 F. 15 | Typhoid Fever ..| Typhoid Fever —

4 9/ 8/29 F. 24 | Paratyphoid Fever | Paratyhpoid B. —

5 25/ 8/29 M. 5 | Paratyphoid B. ..| Paratyphoid B. -

6 26/ 9/29 F. 24 | Typhoid Fever ..| Typhoid Fever | Died

: 28/10/29 M. 23 | Paratyphoid C. ..| Paratyphoid C. | Military
Case.

ENCEPHALITIS LETHARGICA.

Four cases were notified during the year, but in none
of them was the diagnosis confirmed on admission to hospital.
The following Table gives the ultimate diagnosis of each case.

TABLE No. 57.
Date | Sex. | Age. Ultimate Diagnosis. Remarks.

Notified.

22/3/29 F. 4 | Poliomyelitis Died.

Congenital Debility.

22/6/29 F. 29 | Hysteria v - o —
20/8/29 M. 47 | Not Encephalitis Lethargica. —
10/10/29 M. 9 | Anaemia s A e —
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Co-operation Loeally. The Tuberculosis Officer works
in close co-operation with the local medical profession, with
the School Medical Service and the local Nursing Associations.
Forty-nine consultations took place at the homes of patients
and 568 other forms of consultation were held with the local
medical practitioners. The children who attend the Open
Air School are brought at regular intervals to the Tuberculosis
Dispensary for examination. Many children are referred to
the School Medical Service for treatment at the Minor Ailments
(linie, and advanced cases of Tuberculosis who require
nursing assistance readily receive it through the good offices
of the local Nursing Associations.

Extra Nourishment. Extra nourishment, in the form
of butter, eggs and milk, is supplied to tuberculous patients
on the certificate of the Tuberculosis Officer. The object
of this measure is to help the ex-sanatorium patient and
other suitable cases by the provision of such extra nourish-
ment as will make the difference between progress and
relapse. It is not intended for advanced cases of tuberculosis
where real improvement cannot be expected. The expendi-
ture on this service is limited to £2 per 1,000 population.

Dental Treatment. Dental treatment is carried out
under the Council's scheme at the School Clinic, Brewer
Street. During the year, 27 cases received treatment, the
number of attendances being 50. The only charge made to
patients is in connection with the supply of dentures, and
then patients are assessed according to their means. Dentures
were supplied in eight cases at a cost of £33 7s. 6d., and
payments by patients amounted to £16 6s. 9d. In assessing
patients, due regard is given to dental benefits they may be
entitled to from approved societies.
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Convalescent Home Treatment for Children under Five
Years of Age. In 1928, the Council resolved to give grants-
in-aid to the Woolwich Invalid Children’s Aid Association for
the purpose of providing convalescent home treatment for
children under five years of age. During the year such
grants were made in respect of 29 children, the total cost of
whose convalescent treatment amounted to £149 10s. 0d. The
Council’s grants amounted to £57 8s. 10d. Payment is only
made in respect of children sent to homes approved by the
Medical Officer of Health.

Hospital Beds for Children under Five Years of Age.
Twelve beds have been reserved by the Council in the Wool-
wich War Memorial Hospital for the treatment of children
under five years of age suffering from such conditions as are
usually admitted to general or children’s hospitals, The
Council pay the Governors of the Hospital £1,524 per annum
for the use of these beds but they deduct the hospital fees
received for these cases. During the year the income received,
including the arrears from the previous year, was £57 14s. 6d.,
and there were arrears of payments amounting to £3 4s. 0d.
outstanding at the end of the year. 116 children in all
were under treatment during the year; 86 of these were
discharged cured, 8 were improved in health, and in 6 cases
there was no change. Nine children died. The number
remaining in hospital at the end of the year was seven.
Children were admitted suffering from bronchitis and pneu-
monia, marasmus, enteritis, and from other medical conditions,
whilst others were admitted for operation for tonsils and
adenoids, hernia, appendicitis and pyloric stenosis.

Institutional Midwifery. The Council’s scheme for the
provision of maternity beds in Institutions was fully reported
upon in last year’s report,
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(a) British Hospital for Mothers and Babies. During
the year the Managing Committee of the hospital were able
to complete the new Administration Block and to sever the
connection with the old hospital in Wood Street, used first as
a hospital and latterly as the Nurses’ Home and Clinic Depart-
ment. The Clinics have been transferred, and adequate
kitchens, dining, sitting and bedrooms for the staff have been
built. A dental clinic has also been provided. There are
still outstanding, however, the second Ward Block, with
additional quarters for Student Midwives, and the permanent
Isolation Block. These are urgently needed, not only for
the purposes of a training school for the higher training of
midwives, but also in response for the increasing demands
for institution beds by expectant mothers in this neighbour-
hood.

The hospital was closed on account of these operations
for nearly two months and in consequence the numbers
admitted were smaller than the average of the last few years.
Miss Gregory, the Secretary of the Hospital, tells me, how-
ever, that during the year the number of babies born was
582, that 4,952 attendances were made at the Ante-natal
Clinics, and 1909 at the Infant Clinics. In addition there
were 234 extern cases. The number of mothers admitted
under the Council’s scheme was 133, the nett cost to the
Council being £947 6s. 4d.

(b) War Memorial Hospital—7 maternity beds. 1 am
indebted to Mr. Edwin Radford, J.P., the Secretary Super-
intendent of the Hospital, for the following information
regarding the admissions to the maternity unit during the
year.

The number of children born in the hospital was 147,
and 26 mothers were admitted for ante-natal or emergency
treatment. The number of attendances made at the ante-
natal clinic was 720.



166

In consequence of the closing of the British Hospital
for Mothers and Babies, during alterations, the number of
Council’s cases admitted—72—was above the average, all
the maternity beds being reserved for the Council for a period
of two months. The nett cost to the Council was £547 6s. 6d.

Administration of the Public Health (Puerperal Fever and
Puerperal Pyrexia) Regulations, 1926. The Council’s scheme
under these Regulations was fully described in the Annual
Report for 1928. The extent to which they were made use
of is reported on fully in that part of the Infectious Diseases
Section of the report which deals with the notification of
these diseases.

Blind Persons Aet, 1920. The Council, at the request
of the London County Council, have arranged that home
visiting of blind children under five years of age should be
carried out by the Council’s health visitors, and reports are
furnished to the County Council, as the occasion arises, when
the home conditions are unsuitable for blind children or it
is advisable that the child should be admitted into a suitable
institution. During the year no fresh cases came to the
knowledge of the department.

Widows’, Orphans’ and Old Age Contributory Pensions
Act, 1925. The local authority may, in case of desertion of
a child who is an orphan, administer the payments on behalf
of the child. No case under the provisions of this Act was
dealt with during the year.

Local Government Aect, 1929, In September the Minister
of Health published a draft scheme under Section 101 (6)
of the above Act



























