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Twenty-fourth Annual Report

ON THE
HEALTH OF THE METROPOLITAN BOROUGH
OF WOOLWICH,

Year ending 31st December, 1924,

SECTION I.—GENERAL STATISTICS.

TABLE No. 1.

Area il ik i A s .. (acres) 8,282
Population, 1924 :—

Total (including military) .. s - 144,400

Civilians .t e s o o 139,980
Number of Inhabited houses, 1921 » b4 26,048
Number of families or separate occupiers, 1921 33,647
Rateable value, October, 1924 .. o 3 £974,865
Sum represented by a penny rate, October, 1924 £4,061

Population, In June, 1921, at the time of the census, there
were living in the Borough 140,389 persons, 136,307 of whom
were civilians. In 1924 the civilian population was estimated
by the Registrar General to be 139,980. Curiously enough,
this estimate shows a decrease of 20 in the population as
estimated by him in 1923. These figures of the Registrar
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The chief Vital Statistics of the Borough during the quin-
quennial period 1920 to 1924 are shown in Table No. 5 :—

TABLE No. 5.
3 5 B: 4 + | Transferable| Nett deaths belonging
5 irths. 'gb-g Deaths to the District.
' F:I“- o ey -
gg Nett. o= ‘Eﬁ = g angﬂ ELH At all Ages.
Yean. | 8% | — 2d [§ag il ———
23 | 8 . |RE|2EEISFE| 8 (284 & :
a-:: = 3 27 |5 84” '535 o | =& 2 8
s | B | & |58l2E =57 B (325 § | @
hig | & “E g k2 | & [RST| &
. o g 3 4 6 176 7 8| 9 10 | 11
103 & 141,66 ) :
o 41_327}3553 24.7 | 1328] 113 | 272 | 224| 61 | 1487 |[ 10:5
lﬂ-ﬁ c | 136,307 : : i
| pries }3191 235 | 1365] 90| 310 197 62 | 1504 | 117
1922 ¢ | 138,2 fre_2t :
H vty }2941 21-3 | 1354] 98| 347 184| 62 | 1603 | 11-6
|
1023 ¢ uu,mnl 2867 | 20-5 | 1198 64 | 253 | 123 43 | 1387 | 99
i
1924 o 139,930! 2590 | 185 | 1274 75 344 | 168 5} 15643 | 11-0

<+ Estimate of Registrar-General.

a Population for Death Rate. b Population for Birth Rate.
¢ Civil population. d Including Military.
Area of District in acres (exclusive of area covered by water) . . 8,282
Census, } Total Population, all ages 140,389
1921, Civilian Population, all ages 136,307

BIRTHS.

During the year 2,677 births were registered in Woolwich,
1,377 being boys and 1,300 girls. Corrected by outward and
inward transfers these numbers become 2,590, 1,324 and
1,266 respectively. The estimated figures for the different
registration districts were as shown in Table No. 6, which
follows :—
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Violence and Suieide. 39 deaths—25 males and 14 females
—occurred from violence apart from suicide. 12 deaths were
due to suicidal causes—9 males and 3 females.

Puerperal Deaths. There were two deaths from puerperal
fever and eight from other causes associated with the puer-
perium. The death rate per 1,000 births was 3-86, a figure
above the average of the last five years. Of these ten deaths,
seven occurred in hospitals. In detail the causes of death
were as follows :—Puerperal sepsis, 2 ; eclampsia, 3 ; placenta
pravia, 2 ; inversion of uterus, 1 ; concealed hamorrhage, 1 ;
and embolism, 1. The three deaths which occurred at home
were due to :—puerperal fever, 1; embolism, 1; and placenta
preevia, 1.

Tuberculosis and the Infectious Fevers. These are dealt
with in the section dealing with the notifiable infectious
diseases,

Cancer and Malignant Disease. The deaths ascribed to
Cancer or Malignant disease each year since 1920 are shown
in Table No. 16:—

TABLE No. 16.

Year. Males. |Fernales.| Total. Rate. Percentage of
! Total Deaths.

1920 60 | 95 155 1-00 10-42
1921 76 106 182 1-34 11-42
1922 72 | 94 166 1-20 1036
1923 01 | 84 176 1-25 12-62

1924 87 | 04 181 1-29 1173
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MEASLES.,

Notification Statisties. The number of cases coming to
the knowledge of the Department during the year was 2,679,
18 being cases of German Measles. In 1923, the number was
194. This disease is not notifiable and we depend upon noti-
fications received from the school medical service and cases
discovered by Health Visitors as an index of its prevalence.
715 of the cases were discovered by the Health Visitors, who,
in view of the serious nature of this disease, devote much time
to visiting children suffering from it and give advice as to the
steps necessary to avoid complications.

Deaths. The number of deaths was 28, 24 of which were
in children under five years of age.

Nursing. The Council made arrangements in 1916 for the
home nursing of Measles by the voluntary Nursing Associations
in the Borough. During 1924, 36 cases were nursed at home
at a total cost of £18 19s. 0d. to the Council. The number of
visits paid by nurses was 400, thus averaging 11 visits per case.

Sehool Closure. Thirty-two departments in schools were
closed by the London County Council during the year.

Removal to Hospital. Cases of Measles are received in the
hospitals of the Metropolitan Asylums Board on the certificate
of the Medical Officer of Health. During the year 37 cases were
removed.

SCARLET FEVER.

Notifieation, During the year 440 cases of Scarlet fever
were notified, compared with 334 cases in 1923 and 511 in
1922. The case rate is shown in Table No. 28. The number
of notifications received each quarter was as follows :(—

First quarter, 113, Third quarter, 96
Second quarter, 102, Fourth quarter, 129
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Home Isolation. Two cases, or 1'0 per cent. of all cases were
isolated at home and in neither instance did a return case

occur.

Multiple Cases. The following Table No. 35 shows the house
distribution, by wards, of cases of diphtheria notified during
the year. The term “ house ” is synonymous with the term
“family ” except in three instances where two families are

mvolved.
TABLE No. 35.
[ 5 | ‘
[ 3 - g . 5
E e Il.'r‘ "E | E E | = B
] =1 = |
TIE| B elel8|Ela]2e]2]8
rled B e S el B A R
4 e -5 = . — a8 =
Ale|E|léd|la|lH|B|8|8|8|B]|&]|S
~ No. of houses ' | Sl T EGE B
in which '
1 ease oceurred. .| 9 g 20| 20 (10 B | 10| 10 O 26 | 31 159 Jl'éﬂ'
2 cases occurred 1 | 2 1 | B A R 1 1 bl12] 24
3 kT ] P I ara | - 2 |. M . .. ' P " 2 'li 12
Total houses..| 10 | 6 24 | 20 (11| 9|10 10| 10| 27 | 38 175 [i9
|

Similar information with regard to the attack rate with
reference to housing conditions has been asked for by the
Ministry of Health in the case of diphtheria as with scarlet

fever, and the corresponding Table is given below..—

TABLE No. 36.
Population in  Attack rates
private families. per 1,000,
Less than 1 person per room .. 67,239 28
1-2 persons per room . 54,447 2:31
More than 2 persons per room .. 10,270 2-34



In three cases the diagnosis was not confirmed.
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ENTERIC FEVER.

Eleven cases of enteric fever were notified during the year.

In the follow-

ing Table the details relating to each case are shown :—
TABLE No. 37.

No. | Date. |Sex./Age. Diagnosis. Final Diagnosis. | Result
| 1924,
1 | Jan. 23 | M.| 8 | Enteric Fever | Para Typhoid A. B. | Cured
2 | Feb. 23 | F. | 40 | Enteric Fever | Typhoid Fever ..| Cured
3 |June 4 | F. 4 | Enteric Fever | Para Typhoid B. ..| Cured
4 |July 5| F. | 31 | Enteric Fever | Enteric Fever .| Cured
6 |July 7| F.| 25 | Para Typhoid | Para Typhoid . .| Cured
6 | July 30 | F. | 52 | Typhoid Fever| Bronchitis .. .| Cured
7 | Aug. 23 | M. | 36 | Enteric Fever | Enteric Fever .| Cured
8 | Sept. 2 | F. 4 | Enteric Fever | Scarlet Fever .| Died
9 | Sept. 28 | F. | 40 | Typhoid Fever| Intestinal Died
Obstruction
10 | Dec. 3 | F. | 30 | Typhoid Fever| Enteric Fever . .| Died
11 Dec. 3| M.| 3 | Typhoid Fever| Enteric Fever . .| Cured

In the series of the notified cases, three deaths occurred
but only one of them was due to enteric fever, the diagnosis of
enteric fever being not confirmed in the other two cases,

PNEUMONIA, MALARIA, DYSENTERY AND TRENCH

FEVER.

These diseases are compulsorily notifiable under the Public
Health (Pneumonia, Malaria, Dysentery, ete.) Regulations,

1919.
During the year the f{;llﬂwing number of cases were notified :
Pneumonia = ki .. 304
Malaria .. i i A 3
Dysentery e i o 1
Trench fever : 0
Pneumonia. All primary pneumonias, lobar or lobular,

are notifiable and the only secondary pneumonia which is
notifiable is influenzal pne:amonia.
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Malaria, The Regulations provide that it is the duty of the
Medical Officer of Health to take all practical steps to ensure
that persons suffering from malaria are supplied with sufficient
mosquito netting ; receive the necessary quinine treatment ;
receive proper advice as to the continuation of quinine treat-
ment in order to prevent relapses, and receive proper advice
as to the precautions to be taken to prevent the spread of
infection.

Three cases of malaria were notified but in none of them
was it necessary to take the action contemplated under the
Regualtions of 1919.

OPHTHALMIA NEONATORUM.

Twenty-seven cases of ophthalmia neonatorum were notified
during the year and seven cases were treated in hospital. In
tabular form is shown below, as required by the Ministry fo
Health, the result of each case :—

TABLE No. 40.
OPHTHALMIA NEONATORUM,

Cases,
Vision -
Vision Total
Treated. Un-
= impaired, | Impaired. | Blindness. Deaths,
Notifled. At Home. | In Hospital.
|
27 20 7 27 —_— . —-

Nursing, The Council made arrangements in 1920 for the
home nursing of patients suffering from the disease. During"
1924, nine cases were nursed at home at a total cost to the
Council of £6 10s. Od. The number of visits paid by nurses

was 130.
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TUBERCULOSIS.

This part of the report deals with the work of the Depart-
ment under the Public Health (Tuberculosis) Regulations,
1912, and under the Dispensary scheme approved by the
Ministry of Health and the London County Council who
contribute 50 per cent. and 25 per cent. respectively of the
nett expenditure of that scheme.

Staff. The staff of the Dispensary is set out in detail in
Section VIII. No change has taken place during the year.

Notifications, The total number of notifications received
was 392, but 50 of these related to cases which had been
previously notified, so that the total number of new notifica-
tions was 342. In 1923 the corresponding number was 311.
Twenty-seven cases of Tuberculosis died before notification,
an increase of ten compared with 1923. The notifications
received on forms C. and D., i.e., notifications from institutions
regarding admission and discharge, are not included in the
above figures. In Table No. 43 are shown the detailed figures
relating to all notifications received during the year.

In Circular 549, issued by the Ministry of Health towards
the end of the year, particular attention is directed to securing
a greater measure of uniformity in the procedure of notifica-
tion, and a stricter compliance with the requirements of the
Tuberculosis Regulations in each district. It appears that
there has been a good deal of variation in practice in the various
districts throughout the country. In some districts notifica-
tions have been accepted after the patient was dead—a
procedure which is obviously wrong when it is remembered
that the medical practitioner is required to certify that the
person is suffering from the disease. In other districts the
first notification received and accepted has been on institu-
tional admission or discharge notification forms, and, in others,
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Co-operation with Hospitals and Invalid Children’s Aid
Association. The existing arrangements for special hospital
examination and treatment continue to give satisfaction.
These arrangements are with the Seamen’s Hospital for
X.-ray examinations of difficult cases, with the London
Hospital for the treatment of lupus,and with the Brompton
Hospital for the provision of artificial pneumo-thorax refills.
Sixty-five cases were referred to the Seamen’s Hospital. One
case, involving 50 attendances, was referred to the London
Hospital, and six cases, involving 58 attendances, to the
Brompton Hospital. Many patients, both adults and
children, who come to the Dispensary for examination, either
as contacts or on their own initiative, are found to be suffering
from conditions, other than Tuberculosis, which require
treatment, and so it is necessary to advise them to obtain
this treatment, either from private practitioners or at general
hospitals. During the year 140 children who were suffering
from an@mia, malnutrition, and kindred diseases, were referred
to the Woolwich branch of the Woolwich Invalid Children’s
Aid Association for convalescent home treatment, or for
treatment ‘at the remedial clinic of the Association. In
considering dispensary work one is very apt to fail to realise
what a wvaluable asset this preventive work is to the Dis-

pensary.

Co-operation with the School Medical Service, The relation-
ship between the School Medical service and the Tuberculosis
Dispensary continues to prove satisfactory. The District
School Medical Officer and the Tuberculosis Officer meet at
intervals to discuss various children and decide what super-
vision is desirable. Many children are referred direct to the
School Clinic for the treatment of minor ailments and dental
caries.
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Co-operation with Medical Practitioners. During the year
the Tuberculosis Officer saw 47 new cases at the homes of the
patients, and 260 cases were referred to him at the Dispensary
by medical practitioners in the Borough. These figures show
@ slight increase over the previous year.

Home Contaets. The number of home contacts of tuber-
culous patients examined at the Dispensary during the vear
was 418, a decrease of 107 compared with 1923. The number
of new cases attending the Dispensary during the vear was
194, so that the average number of contacts to each case was
a fraction over two. This figure is unmsatisfactory, but, of
course, it does not include those contacts examined by general
practitioners. It is difficult to impress upon patients, or the
general public, the necessity for the examination of contacts of
sufferers from Tuberculosis.

Home Nursing. When home nursing is required, the assist-
ance of the various local nursing associations has been sought,
and, as in previous years, they have been of great assistance
in nursing such patients as are confined to bed.

Extra Nourishment. The Woolwich Tuberculosis Care-
Committee has appointed a sub-committee which reviews
each week the recommendations of the Tuberculosis Officer
for a supply of extra nourishment to certain selected cases of
Tuberculosis. Their recommendations, which are put in
operation immediately, are afterwards subject to the approval
of the Public Health Committee of the Council. Extra
nourishment is only sanctioned for four weeks at a time. The
total number of applications (affecting 89 persons) was 280,
the total cost to the Council being £216 2s. 10d.

Dental Treatment, A scheme for the dental treatment of
tuberculous patients has been in existence since 1922. During
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SECTION IV.—CAUSES OF SICKNESS.

Specify any causes of sickness and invalidity which have been
specially noteworthy in the district during the year. (This should
include information oblained from local general practitioners).

It is very difficult to write definitely on this section of the
Annual Report, because the Medical Officer of Health has no
access to any sickness returns such as those which are available
to the officers of approved societies under the National
Insurance Act,and the information which is expected to be
given in this section can only be a matter of impressions
gleaned from such sources as the local general practitioner,
or the monthly certificates of illness handed in by members
of the Council’s staff, and such deductions as can be made
on the incidence of certain diseases in the death returns. It
is on this basis that this section is written.

The impression which the year left on most of us from a
meteorological point of view was an unfavourable one. The
weather was cold and damp, particularly in the early part
of the year, and, as a consequence, there was an excess amount
of respiratory and rheumatic affections, the deaths from these
diseases being higher than they have been for some years.
It should be mentioned here that the number of deaths is not
a definite measure of sickness and can only be regarded as an
index. Influenza, of a milder type than has been experienced
in recent years, was present in epidemic form in January,
February and March, and its distribution was general through-
out the Borough. Judging by the notifications received, there
was an increase in the amount of pneumonia, 354 notifications
being received compared with 242 in the previous year. This
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SECTION V.—SUMMARY (for reference) of Nursing
Arrangements, Hospitals, and other Institutions
available for the District (including Report on
Maternity and Child Welfare Work).

In tabular form is set out below a summary of the nursing
arrangements, hospitals and other institutions available for
the distriet :—

Professional Nursing in the Home. There are four Nursing
Associations in the district, as follows :—

The Woolwich and Plumstead Nursing Association, 22,
Nightingale Place, Woolwich, S.E.18.

The Silvertown and North Woolwich District Nursing
Association, Saville Road, Silvertown, E.16.

The Eltham District Nursing Association.
(Nurse), Miss Melling, The Ferns, Eltham Hill.

St. Luke’s Parish, Eltham.
(Nurse), Miss Trewin, 172, Well Hall Road, Eltham.

The areas in which these Nursing Associations work are
sufficiently well-defined by their names. The Woolwich and
Plumstead District Nursing Association, in addition to doing
general nursing in the distriet, provides nurses for the London
County Council School Clinies and for the Garrison. When
an allowance is made for this, it is estimated that the whole
time of eight to nine nurses is devoted to general nursing in the
district, an inerease of one compared with the previous year.

It is well to explain here that the nurses give their services
free, in all cases of sickness in the district, at the request of
doctors or friends of the patients provided that the patient


























































































































































































