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PREFACE,

To the Mayor, Aldermen and Councillors
of the Metropolitan Borough of Woolwich.,

MR. MayoOR, LADIES AND (FENTLEMEN,

I have the honour to submit the Twenty-third Annual
Report on the health of the Metropolitan Borough of Wool-
wich.,

As in previous years, and in accordance with the instruc-
tions of the Council, the report follows the outline indicated
by the Ministry of Health, in order to secure uniformity in
the presentation of Annual Reports of Medical Officers of
Health throughout the Countiy.

The chief Vital Statistics relating to the year are as
follows. The population has increased compared with last
vear, being now estimated by the Registrar General to be
140,000. The birth rate, 20°5, is lower than last year. The
marriage rate, 16'9, compares with 16°5 in 1922. The death
rate, 9'9, is the lowest in the metropolitan area and the in.-
fantile mortality rate, 43, is the second lowest in the Metrc-
politan Boroughs, and both these 1ates are the lowest in the
records of the Borough.

Excluding cases of measles and tuberculosis, 876 notifi-
cations of infectious disease were received during the year,
compared with 1,427 in the previous year. 194 cases of
measles came to the knowledge of the Department through
information given mainly by school teachers. In 1922 the
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corresponding figure was 2,698. There were very few cases
of diphtheria (152) notified, and the number of cases of scarlet
fever (334) was much below the average of the last twenty
yvears. 381 notifications of tuberculosis were received, 311
of which related to new cases. This figure is practically the
same as the corresponding figure of last year. It is estimated
that there are 2,289 notified cases of tuberculosis living in
the district, and that 929 of these persons are suffering from
active tuberculosis. An essential element in dealing with
this disease is the formation of a Care Committee whose
function is to deal with the social and economic side of the
family, while the sanitary authority is looking after the
preventive and medical side. In April the Council resolved
to form such a Committee, and this Committee, having
received the approval of the Ministry of Health and the
London County Council, started work in November. A
development of an organised scheme of care work can con-
fidently be looked forward to in 1924,

Maternity and Child Welfare work continues to develop,
and the Council can look with pleasure and satisfaction on
the great fall which has taken place in infant mortality
within the past twenty years. Twenty years ago an in-
fantile mortality rate of 43 did not appear to be within the
realm of practicability, but the solid advance in this work
during the last decade leads one to look forward to an even
lower infantile mortality rate in the future, and particularly
so in the first month of life. The attendance at the centres,
26,706, constitutes a record, and shews an increase of 2,765
over that of the previous year. There is some evidence
that children aged 1-5 years are being brought to the centres
in increasing numbers year by year. The result of an en-
quiry into the rate of growth of Woolwich children in the
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first year of life is included in the Maternity and Child Welfare
section of the report.

The reports of the Sanitary Inspectors shew that a con-
siderable amount of work has been carried out in the im-
provement of the sanitary condition of houses, but improve-
ment in existing houses cannot be satisfactorily maintained
until more are built. Details of the work of supervision of
the food supplies, a matter of great importance, are given
in that section of the report dealing with Sanitary Adminis-
tration.

The staff have carried out their duties during the year
in a thorough and conscientious mann~r and personally I
owe much to them for the zeal they have shewn in their
work,

I take this opportunity of expressing my thanks to the
Members of the Council, sspecially to those serving on the
Public Health and Housing, and Maternity and Child Welfare
Committees, for the support and sympathetic consideration
they have given to the work of the Department during the
year.

I am,
Mr. Mayor, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Your obedient Servant,

JOHN MACMILLAN,



Twenty-third Annual Report

HEALTH OF THE METROPOLITAN BOROUGH

OF WOOLWICH,
Year ending 31st December, 1923,

SECTION I.—GENERAL STATISTICS.

Area .. £ o s .. (acres) 8,282
Population, 192.1 = 24 i 140,389
Number of Inhabited Hﬂuaas, 1921 s s 26,048
Number of Families or Separate Occupiers, 1921 33,647
Rateable Value, October, 1923 .. = .. £954,085

Sum represented by a penny rate, October, 1923 £3,975

Population. The population of the Borough at the time
of the Census, 1921, consisted of 140,389 persons, but the
nett civilian population consisted of only 136,307 persons.
For 1923, the civilian population is estimated by the Registrar
General to be 140,000, This estimate is based on the 1921
figures after allowance for the varying rate of natural increase,
as evidenced by the births and deaths, and for migration as
indicated from other sources. In estimating the population
in the various registration districts, I have followed a similar
method and have made use of the information available in
the Housing Department as to movement from other parts
of the Borough to Eltham.
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The estimated figures are as follows :(— -

Estimated Population.
Woolwich e Lk 5 32,620
West Plumstead = = 41,249
East Plumstead 5 + 35,552
Eltham .. i3 &3 iy 30,579
140,000

The above figures have been used throughout the Report
for calculating the rates in the Borough and in the various
registration districts.

SOCIAL CONDITIONS OF THE DISTRICT.

At the beginning of 1923 the Registrar General published
a further report on the 1921 Census dealing with the work-
places of occupied persons in England and Wales. In this
report the population of the country was classified by reference
to the day distribution of the occupied population, The
figures, so far as they apply to Woolwich, are shown below
and they show that the day population of the Borough ex-
ceeded by 6,685 the enumerated night population. This
excess of the day population is a feature of central London
Boroughs and is not, as a rule, noted in the peripheral
Boroughs. There are many large works on the borders of
Woolwich and in the influx of workers to these places lies
the explanation of this fact.

It will be seen from Table No. 1 that 16,397 Woolwich
residents work outside Woolwich, and 23,082 people living
outside the Borough work in the Borough. Expressed in
percentage figures, 24.3 per cent. of the occupied male popu-
lation and 30 per cent. of the occupied female population
work outside the Borough.
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The following Table sets out under generalised headings
the total number of males and females engaged in occupa-

tions at ages of 12 years and upwards.

TABLE No, 2.

(Census, 1921) :—

Occupations of Woolwich Inhabitants (over 12 years).
Males | Females
I- Fiﬂhﬂrﬂlﬁﬂ L L L L] ﬂ _—
II Agricultural occupations ad .| d1d 30
III Mining and quarrying occupations .. ) 15 =
IV Makers of coke, lime, cement, ete. .. 12 4
V  Makers of bricks, pottery, gla.aa ete.. ..| 106 18
VI Workers in uhamma.ls pa.mts ete. . .11,223 66
VII Metal workers oF i ..| 8,525 214
VIII Workers in precious metals Sk 3 80 11
IX Electrical apparatus makers, fitters, ete, .. 1,894 993
X Makers of watches, clocks, ete. : .| 187 14
XI Workers in skins; leather goods makerﬂ 219 28
XII Textile workers 46 62
XIII Makers of textile goods and articles of dress . 645 | 1,823
XIV Makers of foods, drinks and tobacco.. ..| 528 189
XV Workers in wood and furniture .o .| 1,586 61
XVI Paper workers; printers, ete. ..| 416 140
XVII Builders, bricklayers, ete. .. ie ..| 1,488 3
XVIII Painters a.mi Decorators .. i .11,032 9
XIX Workers in other materials 157 95
XX Workers in mixed or undefined materials [nut-
elsewhere enumerated) 183 328
XXI Workers in gas, water and alaat-nmt-;-; auppljr 138 —
XXII Transport workers.. .| 4,583 307
XXIII Commercial and ﬁnanmal nmupahmna ..13,241 | 1,822
XXIV Public administration and defence .. «+|7,080 629
XXV Professional occupations .. ..|1,858 | 1,606
XXVI Persons employed in entertainments, ete. 210 118
XXVII Persons employed in personal service .| 1,344 | 4,451
NXVIIL Clerks and Draughtsmen ..|2,249 | 2,438
XXIX Warehousemen, Storekeepers and Packers .. 1,198 217
XXX Stationaryengine drivers, Dynamo and Motor
Attendants : i . ..| 738 —_
XXXI Other and undefined 5 = ..|6,822 178
Total oceupied .. .. (47,719 (15,763
XXXII Total unoccupied .. .| 6,417 (39,868
Total occupied and unoccupied ..154,1386 | 55,681
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VITAL STATISTICS.

SECTION II.

In accordance with the requirements of the Ministry of
Health, the following extracts from the Vital Statistics of
the year are shewn below :—

| TABLE No.. 3.
Births—Legitimate .. it 2 .+ 073

,» Illegitimate .. "y ¥ & 74
— 2,867
Birth Rate a % s e ok e 2005
Deaths .. . e by W 5 o 1,387
Death Rate o e s " 90 b 90
Number of women dying in, or in consequence of
child birth .. i o " o g 5
(@) From Sepsis -3 & b o 3
(b) From other causes 3 » v 2
Deaths of Infants under 1 year .. e % 123
R e R O L o et 113
(b) Illegitimate .. i - - e 10
Infantile Mortality Rate P = o . 43
Deaths from Measles (all ages) i v e Nil
&l Whooping Cough (all ages) .. 5 4
2 Diarrhoea (under 2 years) .. L 10

The chief Vital Statistics of the Borough during the quin-
quennial period 1919 to 1923 are shewn in Table No. 4.
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TABLE No. 4.
g4 : . o5 | Transferable | Nett Deaths belonging
*E*.E Binks, %'E Deaths. to the Distriet,
E"I:.' ﬂ: ‘; | @
<3 alEa c.3 Under 1
Yaas. | NE AR, ':E @ E:éiﬁzd Yr.of Age. At all Ages.
. gg - g'ﬂ .E;-E E;.E = A :
ea | 3 . |Re|FsEl8esE]l 5 |854] & .
= e =] _‘g 'E - [ | E-—I ‘; ) e Lo ﬂ-z | -] E
Bl B | & | 2% [cER 82| E 2] B | 2
dig ] =3 LY <% |2 234 2
1 2 3 4 5 6 A 10 | 11
9% 136,237 |
1919 a , 2 : & .
b 1411913,}21'3? 19-8 11519 | 116 | 276 |235| 86 | 1679 | 12:8
1920 a |141,666]) , _ @
b 1147 827 ISEEB 247 | 1828 | 113 | 272 |224| 61 | 1487 | 105
192*}1 136,307] )
¢ ; ; . :
3 1403g0]; 3197 | 285 | 1865 | 90 | 819 f107| 62 | 1594 | 117
195?2 138,254]) .
c ; : =L : :
dl142'350]j 2941| 218 | 1854 | 98 | 347 |184| 62 | 1608 | 116
1923 ¢ 14u,ooo| 2867 | 205 | 1198 | 64 | 258 [123| 43 | 1887 | 99

4+ Estimate of Registrar General.

a Population for Death Rate. b Population for Birth Rate.
¢ Civil Population. d Including Military,
Area of District in acres (exclusive of area covered by water) .. 8,282
Census, Total Population, all ages .. ol .. 140,889
1921. { Civilian Population, all ages .. e .. 186,807
BIRTHS.

During the year 2,939 births were registered in Woolwich,
1,510 being boys and 1,429 girls. Corrected by outward and
inward transfers these numbers become 2,867, 1,457 and
1,410, respectively. The corrected figures for the different
registration districts were as shewn in Table No. 5 which
follows :—
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TABLE No. 5.
: ; R ! !

Registration Districts. . Males. Females. | Total
Births.

Woolwich ‘s i “al 402 121 823
West Plumstead .. ¥ i : 398 354 762
East Plumstead .. .. .. 839 | 320 659
R o et pr S S e g18 | 815 638
TeEe BoroucH .. . e 1457 | 1410 2867

The birth rate, calculated on the civilian population, was
205 compared with 21'3 in 1922,

Notification of Births. During the year, 2,864 live births
were notified. This is at the rate of 97 per cent. of the regis-
tered births and compares with 98 per cent. last year. 1,628
notifications were received from midwives, 305 from doctors,
528 from the British Hospital for Mothers and Babies, 132
from the Military Families’ Hospital, 40 from the Woolwich
Infirmary and 231 from other persons,

The following Table No. 6 shews the number of births
in each year since 1919, the birth rate for the same period
for Woolwich, London, England and Wales, the number of
live and still births notified each year and the percentage
of notified births.
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TABLE No. 6.
WoorLwIcH. England ‘ WooLwicH.
London & Wales | Percent-
Year No. of No. of | 8@ of
No. of | Birth- | live | gPa | births
births rate Birth-|rate - births | 5, | notified
notified
1919 2737 19:3 18-3 185 2645 67 o7
1920 3658 247 265 254 3163 | 112 95
1921 | 3197 | 285 | 223 994 3011 I 91 94
1922 | 2041 | 213 | 210 206 2884 | 72 98
1923 2867 205 202 197 2864 93 a7

Natural Inerease of Population.
population is the excess of births over deaths. In 1920 it
was 2,171 ; in 1921 it was 1,603 ; in 1922 it was 1,338, and
in 1923 it was 1,480.

The natural increase of

Table No. 7 shews the birth rates in each registration
district (after correction for outward and inward transfers)

each year since 1919,

TABLE No. 7.
West East The
Period. Woolwich Plumstead Plumstead| Eltham | Borough

1919 .. 21-4 169 19-1 206 19-3
1920 .. 804 | 219 241 28-2 ; 24-7
1941 29-9 22-0 21-3 21-8 235
1922 .. 26-1 189 20-1 208 21-3
1923 26-2 18-2 18-5 207 2005
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Illegitimate Births, The following Table shews the number
of illegitimate births each year since 1919 and the illegiti-
mate birth rate per 1,000 births. In 1923, 60 were registered
in Woolwich and 22 inward transfers and 8 outward transfers
were made by the Registrar General, The nett figure for the
Borough is therefore 74.

TABLE No. 8.
Number of Lllegitimate birth rate
Year. Ilegitimate births. per 1,000 births.
1919 M 151 e 552
1920 e 141 2 385
1921 e 80 = 250
1922 s 106 o 360
1923 s 74 i 25'8
MARRIAGES,

There were 1,181 marriages (1,138 in 1922), The marriage
rate was 16'9 as compared with 19'8, 175, 17°2 and 165 in
the four preceding years.

DEATHS.

Table No. 4 shews the gross and nett deaths and death
rates each year since 1919 and shews how the nett death
figure is obtained.

The nett deaths were 1,387 and the nett death rate 99,
In 1922 it was 11'6. The death rate 9°9 is the lowest amongst
the Metropolitan Boroughs,

In 1923 the death rate for England and Wales was 11'6,
for London 11'2 and the mean death rate for the 105 Great
Towns was 11'6.
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The death rates for each registration district each year
since 1919 are shewn in the following Table No. 9.

TABLE No. 9.

1

: West | East | |  The
Period. Woalwieh Plumstaad!Plumstead Eltham | Borough

1919 .. .| 16'3 ? 12-7 10-3 ' 101 | 193
1920 .. .| 184 104 101 | T8 105
1921 .. .| 139. | 188 10-2 86 | 11
1922 ., ..| 189 117 106 | 101 116
1928 .. A 191 | 108 7T | 69 9.9

J ;‘ |

The seasonal mortality in the four quarters of the year
was as follows :—First quarter, 10'8 ; second quarter, 10°2 ;
third quarter, 86 ; fourth quarter, 101,

DEATHS IN PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS,

In tabular form is shewn below the number of deaths of
Woolwich residents which took place in various Institutions

during the year.
TABLE No. 10,

Number

Hospital or Institution. of Deaths.
Poor Law Institutions .. 8 b 399
London General Hospitals s - 69
Special Hospitals .. W s o 33
Mental Hospitals .. o i 30
Cottage Hospitals and Nursing HDI‘IJE"’:I 20
Sanatoria and Tuberculosis Instit u‘tmns 18
Infectious Diseases Hospitals .. s 6
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CAUSES OF DEATH.

Table No. 12 shews that 175 deaths were due to Cancer,
172 to Pulmonary Tuberculosis, 166 to Heart Disease, 102
to Cerebral Haemorrhage, 93 to Bronchitis, 65 to Pneumonia
and 63 to Congenital Debility. Only 24 deaths were due to
Influenza as compared with 66 last year.

Cancer and Malignant Disease, The deaths ascribed to
Cancer or Malignant Disease each year since 1919 are shown

in Table No. 14.

TABLE No. 14.

Year. Males. | Females. | Total. Rate. .II,] :tr:f ']:';:ag&gf
1919 76 | 81 157 115 9-35
1920 60 95 155 1-09 10-42
1941 76 106 182 1'34 11-42
1922 72 94 166 1:20 10-36
1923 91 84 175 1:25 12-62

The incidence of Cancer does not decline. This is not
surprising because we do little or nothing to prevent the
spread of this disease. We do not know how it originates
and until we do so very little preventive work can be carried
out. Until more is known of the factors which give rise to
Cancer there does not appear to be anything which a local
authority can do except to educate the general public to the
fact that the earlier the case is seen by a medical man the
better the chance of recovery. A number of theories have
been put forward—theories as to infection, theories as to
cancer houses and cancer districts, theories connected with
diet, theories as to heredity and theories as to irritation—
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but they are only theories and do not explain all the facts.
Cancer, except in one instance, in its early stages does not
give rise to pain and this is what makes it so dangerous.
It gives rise to other signs, however, and it is important that
the attention of the general public should be drawn to these
signs, not in any alarmist fashion but as part of their general
education. Swelling in the breast of a woman over 40 years,
irregular bleeding at the change of life, bleeding from the
bowels after 45 years, sores or swellings inside the mouth
or on the tongue over 45 years, are all signs pointing to the
necessity for a medical examination.

The following Table shews the seat of primary disease in
all deaths from Cancer (excluding other specified malignant
tumours).

TABLE No. 15.

" . Deaths in
Seat of Primary Disecase. ‘ Males. Famn.laa! Total. | ospital.

Tongue .. . 5 . 5 +
Mouth and Jaw .. 5 5 3
Pharynx .. aa 1 1 R
(Esophagus 12 2 | 14 8
Stomach .. 18 10 | 28 8
Liver and Gall Bladder . 4 4 8 1
BRI o L o e ‘ 7 14 21 6
Rectum .. - i Ia 16 4 20 9
Uterus .. . i S 13 13 6
Ovary i b A o (e 2 2 1
Breast . i ot = a4 24 )
Vagina and ?ulvn, ¥ ) 1 1 -
Skin = g e Ay (e i i =3
Larynx .. i o8 ol 3 1 4 2
Lung ’ ik sl 3 2 5 1
Pancreas .. 8l 1 1 e
Kidneys and Bupmren&.ls , g o o
Bladder .. i oA 6 1 7 .
Other specified Urgans bt D 2 5 1
Abdominal cavity (unapemﬁed} } 1 i 1 -
Other and undefined . o 1 1 2

| 85 81 166 64
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RESPIRATORY DISEASES.

93 deaths were due to Bronchitis, 65 to Pneumonia and 10
to other respiratory diseases. @ The corresponding figures
for 1922 were :—Bronchitis, 123, Pneumonia 116, and other
respiratory diseases, 5.

The following Table No. 16 shews the number of deaths
each year since 1919 from respiratory diseases, the annual
death rate, the number of deaths under 5 years and the
percentage of deaths occurring in children under 5 years

of age.
TABLE No. 16.

Deaths from Respiratory Diseases.

i w l E -y ! ‘ 8 ” -
' a oo a3 L = m
=1 o o = i . o =1 ¥ .ﬂ @ o
Year, "E ! 3 S5 | Tomarn. | = = E—. 8§88
e B e R B e e

] 3 | = ¥
1919 114 | 125 15 254 1-9 71 27-9 9
1920 101 97 | 16 214 145 1= 50 82:7 %

_ | |
1921 113 | 98 | 21 282 I M 92-0 9,
1922 123 116 | & 244 18 | 64 262 9,
1923 93 66 | 10 168 1-2 i. 22 18-1 9,
DIARRHOEA.,

17 deaths were certified to be due to diarrhceal diseases
during the year, 10 of these occurring in children under 2
years of age. The corresponding figures for 1922 were 9 and
7 respectively.
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VIOLENCE AND SUICIDE.

4] deaths—28 males and 13 females—occurred from vio-
lence apart from suicide. 15 deaths were due to suicidal
causes—11 males and 4 females.

TUBERCULOSIS AND THE INFECTIOUS FEVERS.

These are dealt with in the section dealing with the notifi-
able infectious diseases.

INQUESTS.

There were 128 inquests held on Woolwich residents during
the year, compared with 144 in 1922, 102 in 1921, 145 in
1920 and 135 in 1919,

INFANTILE MORTALITY.

The number of deaths under one year was 123, compared
with 184 in 1922, 197 in 1921 and 224 in 1920. The infantile
mortality rate (deaths under one year per 1,000 births) was
43.

The following Table No. 17 gives the infantile mortality
rate in each registration district and it will be noted that
the rate is highest in Woolwich and lowest in West Plumstead,
the West Plumstead figure being 37. This is the lowest rate
which has ever been recorded in any vear, in any registration
district in the Borough.
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TABLE No. 17.

The Woolwich West East '
Sont, Borough | Parish, |Plumstead Plumstead Pk,

| ‘- |

| : |
1919 3 = 86 | 96 | 82 62 ! 92
M0 e g WOl Cieg S MR
T N S 57 64 | 7o
1922 g o 62 65 Y ! 850 ‘ 45
] S 43 51 87 ‘ 42 | 89

|

Illegitimate Deaths, The number of deaths amongst ille-
gitimate infants was 10. A comparison of the infantile mor-
tality rates of legitimate and illegitimate infants shows that
the rate for legitimate was 40 and for illegitimate, 135.

Causes of Death. The chief causes of death were :—Pre-
mature Birth and Debility, 53 ; Pneumonia, 13 and Diarr-
hoea, 8. Four deaths occurred from whooping-cough. The
premature birth and debility figures are approximately the
same as last year but the others are considerably lower.

The following Table No. 18 shews the infantile mortality
rate, the number of infant deaths, the number of deaths
under 4 weeks per 1,000 births each year since 1905.
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TABLE No. 18.

5 8= -
=z I 25 | . - é 3 E s =
R | B - | =2 E g F -
Year, A E8d _E‘E ziﬁ Z ¥ 88
s |88 | "4 | 33& 3¢ 8
& | E?‘ hE g ﬁ i
|
1905 3549 103 366 130 a7
1906 3524 111 391 146 41
1907 3295 111 372 140 42
1908 | 3082 95 492 116 38
1909 2037 82 240 87 30
1910 2844 84 241 104 a7
1911 | 2814 98 273 92 33
1912 | 2747 73 201 90 33
1918 | 2876 80 229 92 32
1914 2824 B84 239 a7 34
1915 | 2816 95 268 81 30
1916 3074 70 215 104 34
1917 2608 79 214 89 33
1918 2578 104 268 109 42
1919 2737 86 235 117 43
1920 3658 61 224 101 28
1921 8197 62 197 72 23
1922 | © 2941 62 184 87 29
1923 4867 43 123 T2 25
Total ..| 57057 | 84 4772 1926 84
, .
| |

The above Table shews that the number of deaths under
4 weeks per 1,000 births was 25, and that although the general
average rate is 34, within the last four years this figure has
been under 30. The improvement which was noted last
year in the first four weeks has continued. The chief causes
of death in this period were premature birth, 36, marasmus,
9, atelectasis, 7, and congenital malformation, 7.

Table No. 19 shews the number of deaths under one year
classified by age and cause for the year 1923, and Tables Nos.
20 and 21 which follow, shews the causes of all infant deaths
in the past five years, classified by parishes and sex, and in
two age groups.
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TABLE No. 19.
INFANT MORTALITY, 1923.

Nett Deaths from stated Causes at various Ages under One Year of Age.

l =@ = _é
A - "ﬂﬁ ﬁ'ﬂ rE = (2 =
8 SulzE|3E|35 25|28
®lg|d|4|88n|28|28 85|82
CAvuses OF DEATH. = |3 {é -g, - ERIES Baleal AT
S| E|F|B(EalgE|Es|583:| 2
Ela (2 lz B RElesleslag| a8

P |- e lm® e a”8

| |

Small-pox ' B e S T ; :

Chicken-pox ' 8 RS CN CER (TR B BT BT B
Measles .. . Y PO T ST e Y | on | o0 o' s

BScarlet Fever .k R R A e ' ¥
Whooping-cough " R S PO R R e | 1 1] = 4
Diphtheria and Croup , | i R L | 3=
Erysipelas ! 5 T [ AL [ y
Tuhamulnua Menmglhls SN G ORI BT R RN M= Lt o
Abdominal Tuberculosis M S TR PR | TR R e R IS e
Other Tuberculous Diseases  ..| .. [ i Sl 1 1
Meningitis (not Tubermlﬂm} o e ih - & B L 2
Convulsions P - o S T BECL| &) YL 8
Laryngitis el B R R e ety |
Bronchitis b e e o i 1 2
Pneumonia (all forms] . ‘ 1| 11 4|1 2| 8| 8] 18
Diarrheea. . . ; s B i O e 2
Eﬂtﬁrltlﬂ.. A Yol [P he) el IR VRO SRR 21 % 2 5
Gastritis .. e ST NP N | ey sl g A Al el 1
Byphilis .. - b3 | o B B 1
Rickets .. vl S |owml | e AR i o e s
Suffocation, uver!jmg 2= IR0 ey | o S L R .
Injury at Birth =R ] il ol e ‘ e delibaes har] 5
Atelectasis av| D ‘ 2| el R T
Congenital Malformation il Bl (e et vk 12 L 30
Premature Birth = 26 | 4| 5| 1| 86 4 ) ! e B0 41
Atrophy, Debility, and Marasmus| 1| 8| 4| 1| of 2f..| 1| .| 12
Other causes 44 9 e 1 1 ‘ R (L 1 1 | o 3 i
44 1410 | ¢ 72| 15|15 10|11 ] 128

Nett Births registered during (Legitimate .. 2798.
the calendar year | Illegitimate = 74,

Nett Deaths registered during { Legitimate e 113.
the calendar year Illegitimate g 10.
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In view of the phenomenally low infantile mortality figure,
I have investigated the records of the Borough since 1904
and present herewith in tabular form, a Table, No. 22, shewing
the rates during the four quinquennial periods, 1904-1908,
1909-13, 1914-18, and 1919-23. In this Table, rates per
1,000 births have been calculated for groups of diseases.
These groups are as follows :—

(@) Infectious Diseases :(—
Smallpox, Chicken-pox, Measles, Scarlet Fever,
Whooping Cough, Diphtheria and Erysipelas.

(b) Tuberculous diseases.

(¢) Diseases of the nervous system :—
Convulsions, Meningitis.

(d) Diseases of the respiratory system :—
Laryngitis, Bronchitis, Pneumonia.

(¢) Diseases of the digestive system :—
Diarrhoea, Enteritis and Gastritis.

(f) Syphilis.

(g) Diseases of development.

(k) All other diseases.

For comparative purposes the figures for 1923 are shewn
separately.

The great improvement in the infantile mortality rate of
1923 compared with that of the quinquennium 1904-1908
is largely due to the diminution in the incidence of digestive
diseases, respiratory diseases and debility and marasmus.

It will be noted from Table 22 that the improvement
which has taken place is not so marked in the first month
of life as in the remaining eleven months.

c 2
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SECTION III.—NOTIFIABLE DISEASES.

NOTIFICATIONS.

The total number of notifications, excluding duplicates,
was 1,381, compared with 4,430 in 1922 and 3,611 in 1921.
The decrease is due chiefly to the absence of measles, but
there has been a diminution in the incidence of diphtheria,
scarlet fever and pneumonia. Table 26 shews the notifi-
cations in detail for each Parish, and Table No. 24 shews the
number of cases removed to hospital or sanatorium. The
incidence of tuberculosis shews a slight increase this year,
there being 311 cases notified compared with 305 in the
previous year, but against this must be set the fact that in
1922, 32 deaths of non-notified tuberculosis occurred, whereas
in 1923 only 17 occurred. The ratio between non-notified and
the total tuberculosis deaths in 1922 was as 1 is to 6, and
in 1923 was, as 1 is to 11.

The following diseases are notifiable in the Borough :—
(1) Public Health (London) Act, 1891 (Section 55) :—

Cholera Puerperal fever
Continued fever Relapsing fever
Diphtheria Scarlatina or Scarlet
Enteric fever Smallpox (fever
Erysipelas Typhoid fever

Membranous croup Typhus fever.
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(2) Local Government Board Regulations :—

Disease., Date.
Dysentery .. o5 o Vi 7/1/1919
Malaria e . il 7/1/1919
Ophthalmia Neonatorum .. & 5/2/1914
Plague e B i o 19/9/1900
Pneumonia—Acute primary % 7/1/1910
Pneumonia—Acute influenzal s 7/1/1919
Trench fever e o s 7/1/1919
Tuberculosis .. e i o 18/12/1912
(3) Ministry of Health Regulations :—
Encephalitis Lethargica (acute) .. 31/12/1919
(4) By resolution of the London County Council :—
Anthrax (human) .. ot .. 26/4/1909
Cerebro-spinal fever 4 .. 13/3/1912
Glanders (human) .. ik .. 26/4/1909
Hydrophobia (human) 7 .. 26/4/1909
Poliomyelitis (acute) and Polio-ence-
phalitis .. 2 b o 13/3/1912
(6) By resolution of the Woolwich Borough Couneil :—
Zymotic enteritis .. 5 o 25/8/1913

The following four tables are published in accordance
with the requirements of the Ministry of Health, and shew
the total number of cases of infectious disease notified during
the year; the total number of deaths occurring amongst
these cases, and the distribution and case-rate per 1,000
population in the various registration districts of the Borough.

Table No. 28, which follows, shews the incidence of in-
fectious disease in the Borough each year since 1901.
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TABLE No. 24.
INFECTIOUS DISEASES.

Total Cazes ad- Total
Diseases. cases mitted to Deaihs
. notified | Hospital.

Diphtheria. . . 152 | 147 2
Scarlet Fever ¥ 434 322 1
Enteric Fever [meludmg Pn.ra. t}rphmd} 16 12 =
Puerperal Fever .. : 8 5 3
Pneumonia 5 242 50 165
Erysipelas .. & 40 10 1
Cerebro- Bpma] Menmglt-ls - 5 3 2
Poliomyehtis s 6 4 —_
Encephalitis Lebhu.rgmnr : 1 1 —
Malaria .. ah 4 | 1 1
Dysentery . : 1 —
Ophthalmia ‘Neonatorum 18 | 8 —-
Zymotic Enteritis .. e 49 7 17

Tahemalonis % %‘fﬂiss 12§ 139 93
Total 245 236 172

Males 40 24 9

T““ﬁ““‘“&fm s } Females 36 29 10
PRI Total 66 46 19
*Measles ., . ot 194 5 —
1381 l' 858 286

* Not Notifiable—information obtained from voluntary sources.
1 Deaths from Influenzal Pneumonia not included.

No cases of Smallpox, Typhus fever, Cholera, Continued
fever, Relapsing fever, Plague, Trench fever, Anthrax,
Glanders, Hydrophobia, or Acute Polio-encephalitis were
notified during the year.
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MEASLES,

Notification Statisties. The number of cases coming to
the knowledge of the Department during the year was 194,
as compared with 2,698 in 1922, This disease is not notifi-
able and we depend upon notifications received from the
sehool medical service and cases discovered by Health Visitors
as an index to its prevalence,

Nursing. The Council made arrangements in 1916 for the
home nursing of Measles by the voluntary Nursing Associa-
tions. During 1923, three cases were nursed at home at a
total cost to the Council of £1 1s. 0d. The number of visits
paid by nurses was 42, thus averaging 14 visits per case.

School Closure. No departments in Schools were closed
by the London County Council during the year,

Removal to Hospital. Cases of measles are received into
the hospitals of the Metropolitan Asylums Board on the
certificate of the Medical Officer of Health. During the
year, 5 cases were removed.,

SCARLET FEVER.

Notification, During the year 334 cases of scarlet fever
were notified, compared with 511 in 1922 and 1,351 in 1921.
The case rate is shewn in Table No. 26. The number of
notifications received each quarter was as follows :—

First quarter, 104. Third quarter, 55.
Second quarter, 67. Fourth quarter, 108,

Return Cases. The following Table shews the number of
return cases, the dates of notification, the dates of discharge
from hospital and some observations on the condition of
the primary cases on discharge.
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TABLE No. 29.

: Total
No. in Date Onset of
regis- | admitted to | .. I]':’;“ﬂ ali d;ﬁ secondary Remarks on
Ty hospital. ischarged. [in hos- sy primary case.
pital.
43 5/ 2/23 12/ 4/23 67 17/ 4/23
78 8/ 823 98/ 4/28 | 57 3/ 5/28
4/ 5/23
22 | 27/ 1/28 | 17/ 4/28 | 80 | 138/ 5/28 | Right otorrhcea
8/ 628
12 19/ 1/28 91/ 4/28 | 98 | 15/ 5/28
15 | 22/ 1/28 | 28/4/23 | 97 | 11/ 6/28 | Nasal discharge:
| slight otorrheea
101 | 97/ 3/23 1/ 5/23 | 36 18/ 6/23
8 | 10/ 8/23 | 26/ 4/238 | 48 | 18/ 6/23 | Nasal discharge:
& had otorrheea
! in hospital
166 | 27/ 6/23 26/ 7/23 30 3/ 8/28 | Sore throat
: 7/ 8/23
(159 | 14/ 6/23 1/ 8/28 | 49 8/ 8/23)
(160 | 16/ 6/23 1/ 8/28 | 47 1/ 9/28/
|
185 | 19/ 5/28 5/ 7/28 | 48 10/ 8/23 | Nasal discharge
184 | 30/ 7/23 920/ 9/28 | 53 26/ 9/23
1/10/28
160 | 29/ 6/23 9/ 8/23 | 42 19/10/28 | History of ear
i 24/10/28 trouble
225 | 80/ 9/28 | 20/11/23 | 52 | 15/12/28
142 | 16/10/23 18/12/23 G4 23/12(23

Home Isolation. 12 cases, or 3'6 per cent. of cases, were
isolated at home and in no instance did a return case occur.
Regular inspections were made by the Sanitary Inspectors
in order to ascertain that proper precautions for preventing
the spread of disease were being taken, and in no instance
has there been any ground for supposing that the public
safety is endangered by home isolation in suitable cases.
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The Royal Arsenal authorities require cases to be removed
to hospital, or a certificate from the Medical Officer of Health
of efficient home isolation, before their employees are allowed
to retwrn to work. During the year three certificates were
issued,

Multiple Cases. The following Table No. 30, shews the
house distribution by wards of cases of scarlet fever occurring
during the year. The term * house " in this Table is synony-
mous with the term “ family ”’ exeept in two instances where
two families are involved.

TABLE No. 30.
= | .
o +2 o o
- | | - - W
gzl Rl e bl el e
Pla e el @lEYs el g2 RISHE
o = o O | = |2 51 = ~E|Z | e | &
e |l3|= || B2 |=]a4 la |= |2 |3
o |5 |®|a|a|D|d |8 |8 |8 B & | &
|
No. of houses | ' |
in which | ' I | ;
1 case occurred..| 12 | 18 | 20 | 82 | 10 | 183 | 16 | 17 | 10 | 40 | 46 229 | 229
2 cases occurred LSt @) L4 B el 30 B &3] e
8 = Qf..f 9| 1f.. | 4 1) 1| a]18] 89
i ,, A B B PRE GO il VB [ 8| 12
Total houses .| 12 | 16 | 24 | 34 | 12 |15 | 21 | 22 | 13 | 47 | 56 272 | 834
|

This year the Ministry of Health have asked for infor-
mation regarding the attack rate per 1,000 persons under
15 not known to have had a previous attack of the disease
in question, according as they are housed under different
conditions—for example, less than 1 person per room ; 1-2
persons per room ; more than 2 persons per room. The
records do not give this information, and so the Table has
been calculated shewing the case rate according to the total
population living under these conditions at the time of the
Census, 1921,
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TABLE No. 3l.

Population in  Attack rates
private families, per 1,000,

Less than 1 person per room 67,239 79

1-2 persons per room . 54,447 376

More than 2 persons per room 10,270 3'69
DIPHTHERIA.

Notifieation. During the year 152 cases of diphtheria
were notified, compared with 437 in 1922, The case rate is
shewn in Table No. 26. The number of notifications re-
ceived each quarter was as follows :(—

First quarter, 44. Third quarter, 28,
Second quarter, 49. Fourth quarter, 31.

Return Cases. All the return cases occurred in one family
and the particulars are shewn in the following Table.

TABLE No. 32,

No. in Date Date Total Onset of Remarks
Register | admitted to Dis- days in Secondary on pri-
Hospital. | charged. Hospital. Cases. mary case.
1922
436 26-12-1922 | 7-3-1923 ¥4 14-3-1923 —
g 17-8-1923
22-8-1223
24-3-1923
26-3-1923
I

Home Isolation. Five cases, or 3'3 per cent. of all cases
were isolated at home, and in no instance did a return case

occur,

Multiple Cases. The following Table No. 33 shews the house
distribution in wards of cases of diphtheria occurring during
D
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the year. The term * house ” in this Table is synonymous
with the term * family.”

TABLE No. 33.
| I .'a |
i 15 @ | = i @
| = | ) = .5 g o
T || ele s el 2 5| &
g | @ | sl RN E | RS
“|l2|8|lo|E|2|lE|H | E|52|5]3 |3
A B o N 0 S Hila l&BlIs |6
ARl | R |lo|a|B|0 | @|o|w |A]E |H
No. of houses !
in which :
1 case oceurred..| 3| 5| 12 3,18 | 2 5 8110| 29 | 21 116 | 116
2 cases occurred : 50| R 25 RO G e T RS - R [ e e e el
B, 4 L e ; (A S ot K i 6
'i ,.l L] - * L ) i B E ‘ - . & @ & @ & @
o . . i : . o Lo | B R
| |
— [ 1] '
Total houses .. si 614 3|19 3 | E‘ 8|10 81| 25 130 | 152
| |

Similar information with regard to the attack rate with
reference to housing conditions has been asked for by the
Ministry of Health in the case of diphtheria as with scarlet
fever, and the corresponding Table is given below,

TABLE No. 34,

Population in  Attack rates
private families. per 1,000,
Less than 1 person per room 67,239 ‘40
1-2 persons per room 54,447 1'53
More than 2 persons per room 10,270 331

Incidence of Diphtheria in Woolwich Families during the
three years ending 31st March, 1923. During this period,
1,371 cases of diphtheria were notified, and the records re-
garding 1,318 cases occurring in ordinary dwelling houses
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have been examined. The balance of 53 is accounted for
by military cases, cases occurring in institutions and by lost
record cards. All notifications of diphtheria were regarded
for this purpose as notifications including bacteriological cases
and those notified more than once in successive years. There
were eleven such cases of secondary notifications in the
series, one case being notified three times, and ten others
twice. The following Table shews the number of families
attacked and the number of cases occurring in each family.
It will be noted that in 84 per cent. of the families attacked,
only one case occurred over a period of three years :—

TABLE No. 35.

| Excluding Cases Notified
No. of Cases in No. of Total No. e P s

family. Families. of Cases. Mo of o
| Families. Cases.
1 896 g8 | - 908 | @ 908
2 0 123 245 122 244
3 'l 33 99 29 87
4 8 32 : 4B
5 i 2 10 g 10
6 or more.. & 35 . i) 85
1,067 1818 | 1,087 1,306

Table No. 36 shews in detail the number of days elapsing
between the first case and the subsequent cases in the family,
and the number of instances in which this sequence of events
occurred. In constructing this table, regard has been given
to the fact that if a third case occurs in the family, a second
must have occurred previously, and so, interpreted in this
light, Table No. 35 reads as follows :—In 1,067 families, at
least one case occurred ; in 171, two cases; in 48, three
cases ; in 15, four cases; in 7, five cases ; in 5, six cases ;
in 3, seven cases, and in 2, eight cases,

D2
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TABLE No. 36.

Period elapsing Number of Families : Total
between first subse-
and subsequent Serial Number of Case. quent
CRSBS. E 3 4 5 E' 1 T B CchB08,

Days .. 0— 2| 30 1 1 AR sk v T 39

— 4| 26 7 1 — -— — o 34

— 6| 20 3 — 1 1 — — 25

—f | 18 6 1 — v = = 20

—10 8 | B 4 — - = = 18

—20| 23 | 9 3 3 2 2 i | 43

—30 G - 1 1 1 | — — 12

Months.., — 3| 19 | 6 3 1 — | — 1 30

s i} o 2 — 1 1 1 — 10

Years .. — 1 B 1 — — — —_ — 9

—Trt] 10 B 1 —_ — e = 14

P 3 1 — — — - — 4

Totals o s Lk 48 15 T 5 3 2 251

It should be noted that this Table refers every case to the
first case in the family, and takes no cognisance of the time
between the second and third or between the fourth or fifth
case, and it should read as follows :—32 subsequent cases
occurred within 48 hours, involving 30 families in 29 of
which there were only two cases, and in one of which there
were four cases in all. It shews 251 secondary cases and 185
of these, or 73'7 per cent. occurred after four days from the
initial outbreak in the family.

Table No. 37 which follows, compares the incidence of
diphtheria amongst different sized families and for purposes
of comparison the total families, as enumerated at the Census,
has been used. In the comparison in the second half of the
table it will be noted that simultaneous attacks, i.e., occur-
ring within 48 hours, have been excluded, simultaneous cases
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being regarded as one attack. This table would seem to shew
that the larger the family (up to families of 6 persons) the
greater the liability to attack and the greater the incidence
of multiple attacks,

TABLE No. 37.

Families with multiple attacks.
: o
Census, 1921, | B 2 5 Excluding
i F All families, | S simultaneous
£ 2 = attacks,
= a B = o
i Bt e 5 g = | % =
ey e — H o
5g | %E | Bl % | e |48 (2% s |4 :
B E o E ke a L _5 ° = w
B e T 8% | g F
22 Zi 2
1 2289 8 0-13 ol e i S
2 6443 35 0-54 1 ﬂ 32 ok o -5
3 7718 153 1-89 15 10-00  § i4 9-15
4 6318 239 3-78 | 27 11:29 4 23 09-62
5 ..| 4890 236 587 41 17-87 4 a7 17-37
6 .| XT84 154 6:47 29 18:83 6 23 1493
7 .o 1714 111 561 | 22 19-82 1 21 1892
8 b 963 54 539 18 33-33 2 16 2963
9 & over| 1083 55 582 | 16 2909 3 13 2364
Not
stated . 27 e 2 =t i i e

ENTERIC FEVER.

Sixteen cases of enteric fever were notified during the
year. In 3 cases the diagnosis was not confirmed. In the
following Table the details of each case are shewn :—
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TABLE No. 38.

No. Date. iSex ge. i Diagnosis. Final Diagnosis. | Result.
1928 | | |
1 |Jan. 3| PF.| 10 ‘ Para Typhoid B. | Para Typhoid B. | Cured
2 | Mar. 24 | M.| 14 | Typhoid ..| Lobar Pneumonia | Cured
8 | May 9| F. | 26 | Typhoid ..| Para Typhoid B. | Cured
4 | May 29 | F. | 20 | Para Typhoid ..| Para Typhoid . | Cured
5 | June 12 | F. | 9 | Typhoid ..| Para Typhoid B. | Cured
6 | June 18 | M.| 5 [Enterie ..| Enteric Cured
7 | July 6| F.| 44 | Enteric .| Para Typhoid B. | Cured
8 | July 30 | M.| 3  Enteric . | Lobar Pneumonia | Cured
9 | B8ept. 9| F.| 2 | Enteric . | Typhoid Cured
10 | Sept. 26 | F. | 26  Typhoid . | Para Typhoid B. | Cured
11 | Oct. T { F.| 51 Para Typhoid ..| NotTyphoid Fever| Cured
12 | Oct. 11 | F. | 26 | Typhoid . | Typhoid - Cured
18 | Oct. 16 | F'. | 14 | Typhoid ..| Para Typhoid A. | cured
14 | Oet. 27 | M.| 88 | Para Typhoid ..| Para Typhoid ..| Cured
15 | Nov. 15 | F. | 1 | Para Typhoid --| Para Typhoid B. | Cured
16 | Nov. 22 | M. | 18 | Enteric ..| Typhoid .| Cured

PNEUMONIA, MALARIA, DYSENTERY AND TRENCH
FEVER,

These diseases are compulsorily notifiable under the Public
Health (Pneumonia, Malaria, Dysentery, etc.) Regulations,
1919.

During the year the following number of cases was noti-
fied :—

Pneumonia i . L
Malaria 4
Dysentery 1
Trench Fever .. 0
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Pneumonia. The notifications and deaths from pneumnnia:
during the past five years have been as follows :—

Notifications. Deaths.

1919 v i 123 125
1920 i s 136 97
1921 ‘v s 236 98
1922 o ‘s 345 116
1923 ek v 242 65

It is perfectly clear that medical practitioners do not under-
stand what forms of pneumonia are notifiable, and the common
mistake seems to be in assuming that the description in the
Regulations *““ Acute Primary Pneumonia’ means Acute
Lobar Pneumonia. It is true that it means Acute Primary
Lobar Pneumonia, but it also means Acute Primary Broncho
Pneumonia and any other acute primary pneumonia. The
following quotation from a Memorandum issued by the
Local Government Board in 1919 defines exactly what was
the intention of the Board when Regulations were made for
the notification of pneumonia :—

“Acute pneumonia may be defined as a febrile
disease characterised by inflammation of the lungs and
due to one or more specific micro-organisms. Two
forms of the disease are generally recognised :—

(@) Acute lobar or croupous pneumonia ; and
(b) Acute lobular or broncho-pneumonia,
Either of these may be either primary or secondary
to some other recognised disease.”

One of the chief objects of notification of pneumonia was
to obtain statistical evidence of the extent to which the
disease or diseases existed, and until notification is more
thorough this object cannot be achieved. Another very im-
portant reason for making these diseases notifiable was to
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enable local authorities to provide nursing assistance where
this was necessary, and, when one remembers that pneu-
monia is the fourth highest cause of death in this Country
at the present time, any measure which assists its cure and
treatment is ot the greatest importance,

Nursing Provision. I am informed by the Secretaries of
the various voluntary Nursing Associations in the Borough
that the following number of cases of pneumonia were nursed
during the year :—

Woolwich and Plumstead Nursing Association 77

Eltham Distriet Nursing Association .. - 5

Silvertown and North Woolwich Nursmg
Association o 4
St. Luke’s Parish Nursmg Aﬂﬂﬂmataﬂn i 1
87

On the assumption that one death is equivalent to three
cases of pneumonia, 60 cases were treated in hospitals, It
is known that 50 notified cases were so treated.

The following Table No. 39 shews the number of notifi-
cations of pneumonia received each month, classified accor-
ding to type and to the sex incidence. It also shews the
number of deaths occurring from all forms of pneumonia

during the year.
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TABLE No. 39.

No. of
Type Deaths.
i : : S @ 23| 2| 2E
| DEN 0 8 P SRR A 43!.;33;5 S8
= |8 | 2|2 5|2 |2E8/58E| 8
= D o [ = E =g bl = a = o
<5 1= - 22} S By E. E‘ = g‘
January ..| 10 6 16 6 6 — 4 9 1
February 13 4 17 8 4 2 3 6 2
March ..| 12 5 17 8 2 5 7 5 —
April .. 19 9 | 28 e [ 9 | 14 9 4
My o 36 | de | Ee 7 5 | 10 4 3 9
June ) 18 Vi 23 3 6 6 8 5 —
July sl 12 9 21 8 4 — 9 Q —
August ..| 11 5 16 8 T - 1 2 —
Beptember| 8 6 14 11 — 1 2 3 —
Qctober ..| 9 1 10 4 2 1 3 3 -
November | 19 10 29 6 10 6 T 6 1
December | 15 10 25 T 4 6 8 12 2
160 82 249 T6 50 16 T0 65 12

The next Table, No. 40, shews the distribution of pneumonia
in each Ward in the Borough, classified according to the
type of pneumonia given on the notification certificate :—

TABLE No. 40,
NOTIFICATION OF PNEUMONIA.
Influen- Acute
Ward. Lobar. | Broncho, il Primary. Total.

Dockyard b 3 2 6 16
St. Mary’s e 1 5 3 2 11
River .. " 10 26 14 3 53
8t. George's 9 1 1 5 16
Burrage 6 .o 7 e 13
Herbert . , 4 1 3 8
Glyndon Sy 3 3 8 7 18
St. Margaret's .. 11 1 - 7 19
Central i = 2 2 3 i f
8t. Nicholas - .. 16 7 2 16 41
Eltham .. g 11 4 4 21 40

76 50 46 70 242

|
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Malaria. The Regulations provide that it is the duty of
the Medical Officer of Health to take all practical steps to
ensure that persons suffering from Malaria are supplied with
sufficient mosquito netting ; receive the necessary quinine
treatment ; receive proper advice as to the continuation of
quinine treatment in order to prevent relapses, and receive
proper advice as to the precautions to be taken to prevent
the spread of infection.

Four cases of malaria were notified but in only one of them
was it necessary to take the action contemplated under the
Regulations of 1918. On becoming acquainted with the facts
of this case, I sent the patient to the Seamen’s Hospital
to receive the necessary treatment and advice in order
to prevent a relapse and the spread of infection. He was
admitted as an in-patient there. A subsequent examination
of his blood failed to show the presence of the malaria para-
site.

OPHTHALMIA NEONATORUM.

Eighteen cases of ophthalmia neonatorum were notified
during the year and eight cases were treated in hospital.
In tabular form is shewn below, as required by the Ministry
of Health, the result of each case :(—

TABLE No. 41.
OPHTHALMIA NEONATORUM.

Treated : Vigt

No. : l1;"- ];un Vision ot
nntiﬁﬂ&. At I a g imPEiI‘ﬂd. inndﬂEBﬁ.
home. |hospital. impaired,

Deaths.

18 10 8 18
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Nursing. The Council made arrangements in 1920 for the
home nursing of patients suffering from this disease. During
1923, six cases were nursed at home at a total cost to the
Council of £6 9s. 0d. The number of visits paid by nurses
was 129.

PUERPERAL FEVER.

Eight cases of Puerperal fever were notified during the
year and five were treated in hospital, four being in hospitals
of the Metropolitan Asylums Board and one in a Poor Law
Institution. Three deaths occurred.

ZYMOTIC ENTERITIS.

49 cases of zymotic enteritis were notified, compared with
31 in 1922. The number of cases and the number of deaths
occurring in each quarter are shewn below :—

Quarter. Cases, Deaths.
First .. e o 0 4
Second o e 5 3
Third .. ik ok 36 8
Fourth - o 8 2

49 17

ACUTE POLIOMYELITIS.

Six cases of this disease were notified during the year.
The following Table shews in detail the condition of each
patient at the end of the year :—



60

TABLE No. 42,

Date |[Sex.|/Age.] Condition on 31st December, Treatment
notified. 1923. obtained.
1928. :

March 18 | F. | 2§ | Right leg affected. Now recover- | Out-patient,
ing under massage and electri- | Miller Hospital
cal treatment. Able to walk.

May 25 |-F. |3 | Right leg affected. Now receiv- | Guy’s Hospital
ing electrical treatment and
massage. Able to stand, but
not able to wallk,

July 7| F.| & | Left arm affected. Impreve- | Out-patient,
ment gradual, Miller Hospital

July 27 | F. | 24 | In good health . .+ | Out-patient,

Miller Hospital

August 16 | F. | 8 | Progress satisfactory under mild | In-patient,
massage. Propose to transfer Woolwich
to Queen Mary's Hospital, Infirmary
Carshalton.

August 31 | F. | 8 | Progress satisfactory under mild | In-patient,
magsage. Propose to transfer Woolwich
to Queen Mary's Hospital, Infirmary

Carshalton,

OTHER NOTIFIABLE INFECTIOUS DISEASES,

No cases of Smallpox occurred and no special comment
is required on the incidence of Whooping-cough, Erysipelas,
or Cerebro-spinal Meningitis. The number of cases of these
diseases is shewn in Table No. 28 and is below the average
of preceding years.
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TUBERCULOSIS,

This part of the report, which has been prepared by the
Tuberculosis Officer, deals with the work of the Department
under the Public Health (Tuberculosis) Regulations, 1912,
and under the Dispensary scheme approved by the Ministry
of Health and the London County Council who contribute
* 50 per cent. and 25 per cent. respectively, of the nett expendi-
ture.

Staff. At the end of the year the staff consisted of one
whole-time and one part-time Tuberculosis Officer, three
Tuberculosis Visitors, one Clerk-Dispenser, and one Lay
Organiser. Two changes have taken place during the year—
one whole-time Medical Officer being replaced by one half-
time Medical Officer, and one Nurse-Dispenser being re-
placed by one Clerk-Dispenser. The half-time Medical Officer
devotes the other half of his time to work under the Council’s
Maternity and Child Welfare scheme.

Notifications, The total number of notifications received
was 381, but 70 of these related to cases which had been
previously notified so that the total number of new notifi-
cations was 311. The corresponding number for 1922 was
305, 17 cases of tuberculosis died before notification, com-
pared with 32 in 1922, The total cases coming under notice
for the first time during the year were 328, compared with
337 in the previous year. In August, 1923, all medical practi-
tioners were circularised by the Ministry of Health on their
obligations under the Tuberculosis Regulations, and it is
clear, from the increased number of duplicate notifications,
and from the small number of unnotified deaths, that increased
attention is being given by practitioners to notification.
Notifications received on forms “C” and “ D,” i.e., notifi-
cations from institutions regarding admissions and discharges,
are not included in the above figures.
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The distribution of the various cases notified since 1919
is as follows :(—

TABLE No. 44.

| s | B [S%g
L ] a ] = P o W
Year. | = k- -Eﬁi " = Bz EE ":"%
| B = 3y o I 3 B 2 o -
'R | § |§8s| 3 |~ | @ | Om S
=
1
1919 - ..| 804 | 4 il T R e
1920 ..| 89| 7 | 5 S 1R S T 5 428
1921 ..| 285 | 14 e 9 9 356
1922 ..| M5| 8 5 [ 16| 2 | 5 6 305
1988 .. ME| 9 8 | 8t 8| 2 | ag 811
!

Cases of Tuberculosis in the Distriet. The Public Health
(Tuberculosis) Regulations, 1921, impose on the Medical Offi-
cer of Health the duty of keeping the Tuberculosis Register
up to date. This work has been carried out throughout the
yvear and the cases on the register at the end of the year can
be classified as follows—the corresponding figures for 1922
being given for purposes of comparison :—

1923 1922

Number of cases reported to be well 1,360 1,278
Number of cases presumably suffering

from active tuberculosis .. A 929 933

Total number of cases in the Borough 2,289 2,211

It will be noted from these figures that they do not agree
with what may be described as the natural increase of notifi-
cations over deaths. The discrepancy is due to the cases
transferred to other districts, and to those untraced during
the year.
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(Cases classified as ““ well ” are those which are found to
be well and working and not in need of medical treatment
at the time of the visit of the Tuberculosis Visitor.

The following Table shews the number of deaths from
tuberculosis and the total deaths and death rates since 1919,

TABLE No. 45.

; Deaths. Death-rates.
=7 - = :
Year. | & E ! . g E ; E
. ™ =] | 88 = = g d
| =] =] | @9 = (= c o
B e 5 E 4 E
JES T e = £ &
|
1919 .. 196 171 25 1-45 126 0-19
1920 .. 188 161 a7 1-34 1 0-19
1921 .. 207 168 29 1:52 1-23 0-29
1929 .. 190 163 a7 1-37 1-18 0-19
1928 .. 191 172, 19 1'36 155 0-14

It will be seen from the above Table that 191 deaths were
certified as due to tuberculosis during the year, but, in addi-
tion to these, 13 persons, who had been notified as cases of
tuberculosis, died during the year.

The following Table shews information relating to these
cases.
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TABLE No. 46,

| |
Case | Date r ' Remarks of

No. | notified as Cause of Death. | Tuberculosis Officer.
Tuberculosis |
1 24-. 8-23 Zymotic Enteritis .
2 91-18-11 Cerebral Hemorrhage ... Was an arrested case of
8 23- 4-23 Sarcoma of Ileum 2 [Tuberculosis
4 27- 9-19 Bronchiectasis e
5 14- 9-22 Aortic Aneurysm
6 23- 3-28 Cancer of Lung
. 1- 3-21 Bronchitis
8 16- 9-22 Bronchitis T.B, + (29-9-22)
9 30- 9-21 Bronchitis A L 1% - IS
10 19- 5-21 Bronchitis ..| T.B. — (4 tests)
11 29-11-20 Pernicious Ansmia
12 | 30-10-19 Bronchitis | IB. &
13 | 81- 1-23 Specific disease of Lung

The period which elapsed between notification and death
was as shewn below ;—

TABLE No. 47.

Pulmon- Percent- Non-Pul- Percent-

I ary. age. monary. age.

i i
Not Notified -+ 18 | 76 | 4 210
0—1 Months A 24 | 13-9 | 10 526
1-3 s ] 21 | 12-2 — —
3—b6 i = 12 5 70 2 105
812 s o4 | 199 1 53
1—2 years e 24 - 139 | 1 53
2—5 XA il 33 | 19-2 1 03
Over 5 years | 21 | 12-2 — -

| e ‘ o 18

The ratio between non-notified and the total tuberculosis
deaths, as will be seen from the Table shewn above, is there-
fore as one is to eleven.,
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Co-operation with Hospitals and Invalid Children’s Aid
Association, Arrangements which were made in previous
years for special hospital examination or treatment were con-
tinued during the year. These arrangements were with the
Seamen’s Hospital for X-Ray examination of difficult cases ;
with the London Hospital for the treatment of lupus, and
with the Brompton Hospital for the provision of artificial
pneumo-thorax refills. 42 cases were referred to the Seamen'’s
Hospital ; 2 cases (involving 52 attendances) were referred
to the London Hospital, and 4 cases (involving 41 attendances)
to the Brompton Hospital. 32 children, who were in need of
convalescent treatment, and who, on examination at the
Dispensary were found to be non-tuberculous, were referred
to the Woolwich branch of the Invalid Children’s Aid Asso-
ciation, and were given suitable treatment.

Co-operation with the School Medical Service, In this
branch of the work children may be referred by the Tuber-
culosis Officer to the District School Medical Officer or by
him to the Tuberculosis Officer. During the year this co-
operation was improved by the introduction of a system
under which all children so referred are reviewed once a year
by these two officers in consultation, and such further measures
as seem necessary are decided upon. Many children were
referred direct to the School Clinic in Brewer Street for treat-
ment for minor ailments and dental caries.

Co-operation with Medical Practitioners. Happy relations
continue to exist between the Dispensary and the medical
practitioners in the Borough. New regulations made by the
Ministry of Health, which will come into operation in 1924,
will improve the co-operation with medical practitioners who
have charge of insured patients. During the year the Tuber-
culosis Officer saw 45 cases in consultation at the homes of
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patients, and 239 cases were referrred to him at the Dispen-
sary by medical practitioners.

Home Contaets. The number of contacts examined at the
Dispensary shews a gratifying increase, the figures being
525 compared with 362 for the year 1922. This figure will
steadily increase as soon as patients realise the importance
of the examination of those in the same house for the detec-
tion of early cases of the disease.

Home Nursing, The various local Nursing Associations
have continued to render very valuable assistance in the
nursing of patients who are confined to bed.

Extra Nourishment. Under the scheme sanctioned by the
Ministry of Health, extra nourishment was supplied to certain
selected cases of tuberculosis. Extra nourishment is only
sanctioned for one month at a time. Each case is recom-
mended by the Tuberculosis Officer and is then subject to
review by a Committee, which, in the early part of the year,
was a Sub-Committee of the Council, but is now a Sub-Com-
mittee of the Care Committee. The total number of appli-
cations (affecting 82 persons) approved was 230, the total
cost to the Council being £241 15s. 2d.

Dental Treatment, This service was sanctioned by the
Ministry of Health in 1922, During the year, 49 patients
received treatment, the total number of attendances being
142, Patients receive dental treatment free, but when arti-
cial teeth are necessary, patients are assessed according to
their means, each case being treated on its merits. Den-
tures were supplied in ten cases at a total cost of £39 10s. 0d.,
and during the year the income received under this head
was £18 12s. 6d.
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Shelters. The Council have provided, in accordance with
their powers under the Tuberculosis Regulations, eleven
shelters for the use of patients. These were used to the fullest
extent during the year. Additional shelters are required.

Bacteriological Examinations. During the year 607 speci-
mens of sputum were examined at the Dispensary of which
495 were negative and 112 positive. These were in addition
to the specimens of sputum sent by individual general practi-
tioners to the Seamen’s Hospital, Greenwich, for examination,
of which 172 were negative and 48 positive,

Institutional Treatment. The following Table shews the
number of patients admitted to hospitals, sanatoria, Poor
Law institutions, and training colonies during the year:—

TABLE No. 48,

Hospitals. | Banatoria. Infirmary. | Training

Colonies,
Insured ., A 71 94 40 3
Uninsured . . . 84 35 21 -
Children .. i 25 19 8 —
150 148 69 3

These numbers refer to 282 persons, and the monthly
admissions from January to December were as follows :(—

January i 31 July .. S 26
February i 25 August .t 36
March .. ' 33 September ., 34
April .. i 32 October as 37
May .. i 24 November .. 26

June ... = 30 December = 16
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Care Work. The Council’s Tuberculosis Care Scheme was
formulated during the year and the Tuberculosis Care Com-

mittee came into being in the autumn.

The Committee at

the end of the year was constituted as follows :—

Bodies.

Representatives.

Woolwich Borough Council ..

Woolwich Board of Guardians

Lewisham Board of Guardians..

London County Council

Trade Unions

Employers ..

Friendly Societies

London Insurance Committee

Panel Committee for County of
London

War Pensions Committee

Woolwich Invalid Children's Aid
Association

Late Tuberculosis Dispensary
Committee

Councillors Miss G. E. Walters, R. M.
W. Allen, H. Harvey, J. A. Turnbull,
J.P.

Captain W. T, Cusheon, Mrs. E, M,
Newman

Miss E. P. Goody

Miss E. F. Faulkner, Dr. H. R.
Kidner
Mr. T. B. Goy, Mr. T. B. Bills, Mr.
G. Wordley

... Mr. 8. J. Clothier, Miss Fletcher, Mr.

R. A. E. Welford

.| Mr. W. Cherry, Mr. W. A, Lyon, Mr.

F. D. Smyth
Mr. W. Edwards

Dr. J. J. O'"Mullane

.| Miss N. Budd

Mrs. J. B. Great Rex
Mr. E. G. Dixon, J.P.

Kix-officio Members :—

Voluntary Visitors ..

Tuberculosia Officer ..

..| Dr. P, J. C. Blackmore

Miss R. C. Wild, Miss L. P. Bloxam,
Miss M. Shaw, Mr., A. Dennis

Medical Officer of Health ! Dr. J. MacMillan

The first meeting of the Care Committee was held in

October,

Three Sub-Committees were formed in order to

deal with the varied aspects of care work, These Committees
were constituted as follows :—



Sub-Commitiee. Meetings held
General Purposes and Assessment .. Weekly
Finance .. s i 3 5 Monthly
Employment .. i e i Periodically

The Committee, during the last two months of the year,
organised the machinery for care work and took over the
responsibility of advising the London County Council as to
the assessment of patients for hospital freatment, and the
Borough Council with regard to the provision of additional
nourishment and artificial teeth. These are described officially
as subsidiary work on the part of the Care Committee, but, in
actual fact, they take up a large amount of time to the ex-
clusion of the proper work of the Committee which is to
look after the social and economic side of the family of the
tuberculous, while the sanitary authority is looking after
the preventive and curative side. The Committee is enthu-
siastic and the development of an organised scheme of Care
work can confidently be looked forward to in 1924,

Form “ R * (a return as to work carried out in connection
with the Dispensary during the year) is appended.
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TABLE No. 49 (continued).

1. Number of patients under treatment or super-
vision (excluding persons under observation or
domiciliary treatment) on the 31st December

2. Total number of attendances of patients at the
Dispensary during the year—-
Insured . A
Umnaumd

3. Number of persons placed during the year under
observation at the Dispensary for the purpose
of diagnosis

4. Number of cases in which the period of observation
at the Dispensary exceeded two months

5. Number of insured patients under domiciliary
treatment on December 3lst ..

6. Number of reports received from Insurance Prac-
titioners in respect of insured patients under
domiciliary treatment during the year

7. Number of persons referred to affiliated hospitals
for consultation ..

8. Number of consultations with medical practitioners

at the homes of patients—
Insured
Uninsured

9. Number of other visits paid by Tuberculosis
Officers to the homes of patients =

10. Number of visits paid by Nurses or Health Visitors
to the homes of patients for dispensary purposes

11. Number of specimens of sputum examined in
connection with the work of the Dispensary ..

649

3,435
4,178

301
38

280

191

42

" 627

3,909

607
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SECTION IV,—CAUSES OF SICKNESS.

Specify any causes of sickness and invalidity which have
been specially noteworthy in the district during the year. (This
should include information obtained from local general practi-
tiomers).

Unfortunately, no definite information is available on this
subject, but it can be safely said that there was a pheno-
menally low incidence of sickness during the year amongst
the inhabitants of Woolwich.

Generally the death rate throws some light on the sick-
ness rate, and when it is noted that 68 per cent. of the deaths
oceurring in 1923 were of persons over 45 years of age, and
that at no time in the history of the Borough has the pro-
portion of deaths amongst persons under 45 years of age
been so low, the statement set out above can be safely made.

I have been in personal communication with the medical
practitioners in the Borough during the year, and have
gathered in general conversation that they have had very
little sickness to deal with, At the end of the year 1 wrote
to several of them on this question, and their replies were so
uniform that they might have been prepared in this office
- in advance and cyclostyled. The following is typical :—

“ In reply to your letter, there is nothing noteworthy
to report as regards health conditions during the year.”

What is written above is true up to, and including Novem-
ber. In December there was a rise in the sickness rate and
there was some increase in the number of cases of bronchitis
and other catarrhal diseases.

There was very little infectious disease, the notifications
of diphtheria being lower than they have ever been in the
records of the Borough.
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SECTION V.—SUMMARY (for reference) of Nurs-
ing Arrangements, Hospitals, and other Insti-
tutions available for the Distriet (including
Report on Maternity and Child Welfare Work).

In tabular form is set out a summary of the nursing arrange-

ments, hospitals and other institutions available for the
district :—

Professional Nursing in the Home. There are four Nursing
Associations in the district, as follows :—

The Woolwich and Plumstead Nursing Association, 22
Nightingale Place, Woolwich, S.E. 18.

The Silvertown and North Woolwich Distriect Nursing
Association, Saville Road, Silvertown, E, 16.

The Eltham District Nursing Association,
(Nurse), Miss M. Alexander, 13 The Broadway,
Eltham.

St. Luke’s Parish, Eltham,
(Nurse), Miss Bloomfield, 83 Congreve Road, Eltham.

The areas in which these Nursing Associations work are
sufficiently well-defined by their names. The Woolwich and
Plumstead District Nursing Association, in addition to doing
general nursing in the district, provide nurses for the London
County Council School Clinies and for the Garrison. When
an allowance is made for this, it is estimated that the whole
time of seven to eight nurses is devoted to general nursing
in the district.
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All these Nursing Associations will nurse cases of measles,
whooping-cough, ophthalmia neonatorum and tuberculosis,
but they do not, and it is not desirable that they should,
provide nursing assistance for cases of scarlet fever, diph-
theria or enteric fever. Nursing assistance is given for a
limited number of cases of acute primary and acute influenzal
pneumonia,

The Borough Council have entered into agreements with
all these Nursing Associations, whereby nursing assistance
in necessitous cases is paid for by the Borough Council for
patients requiring such assistance if suffering from measles
or ophthalmia neonatorum. The rates paid are as follows :
Is. Od. per visit; two or more cases in one home, 6d. per
case, per visit.

There is an urgent necessity for the extension of these
arrangements for the nursing of pneumonia, and, at the time
this report is being prepared, negotiations are in progress
with the various Nursing Associations to enable the Council
(as is done by many other Boroughs in London) to provide
a skilled nursing service for persons suffering from the pneu-
monias.

Midwives. Through the courtesy of Sir William Hamer, the
County Medical Officer of Health, I have been able to ascer-
tain that 47 midwives gave notice during the year of their
intention to practise as midwives in the Borough of Wool-
wich.

The Council do not employ or subsidise practising midwives.
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TABLE No. 50.
CLINICS AND TREATMENT CENTRES.

Situation. Nature of ' By whom | Sessions
Accommodation. provided. | weekly.

Maternity and Child Welfare Centres.

Town Hall, | Doctor’s room, - Woolwich | 6
Woolwich | Weighing room, Borough |
' Waiting rooms, ete. Couneil
289 High Street, ' Do. el Do, = 6
Plumstead
179 Well Hall Road, | Da. o Do. | 4
Eltham
Wesley Hall, Doctor's room, ; Do. o 1
Timbercroft Lane, Weighing room, -
Plumstead | : |
Church Army Hut, I| Doctor's room, Woolwich ' 1
New Eltham | Weighing room. Borough
g Couneil
|
8t. John's Hall, | Do. o Dao. ™ 1
North Woolwich | I
|
Vietory Cluab, | Doetor's room, | Voluntary 1
Beresford Btreet = Weighing room, - Organisation

Waiting room.

i
Day Nurseries, |
|
Nil |
Sehool Clinies. |
|
Brewer Street, ‘ Doctor’s rooms, | Local Medi- | Daily
Woolwich | Treatment rooms, ' cal Associa- |
Waiting rooms. tion
Plumstead Road, ' Do. R Do. ..| Daily
Plumstead |
Cyril Henry Treatment = Accommodation for | London Daily
Centre, operating on, and ~ County
8t. Mary Btreet, | detention of, cases | Couneil
Woolwich of enlarged tonsils
and adenoids '
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TABLE No. 50—continued.

Situation. Nature of By whom | Bessions
Accommodation, provided. weekly.
Borough Disinfecting | Accommodation for | Woolwich f Daily
Station, cleansing of ver- Borough
White Hart Road, minous children Counecil |
Plumstead |

Tuberculosis Dispen sary, :

Maxey Road, Doetor's rooms, Woolwich | Daily

Plumstead | Waiting rooms, Borough
Dressing rooms, Council

Dispensary, ete.
Venereal Diseases.

Nil.

Hospitals Provided or Subsidised by the Local Authority,
or by the County Council.

(1) Tuberculosis. The County Council is responsible for
the institutional treatment of tuberculosis in London and
they maintain no institution in Woolwich.

(2) Maternity. The British Hospital for Mothers and
Babies, Samuel Street, Woolwich (40 beds). This Hospital
was opened in March, 1922, and provides accommodation
for 40 cases. This includes the isolation block. The scheme
for the construction of the Hospital was a more ambitious
one than was actually carried out, but the building has been
constructed in such a way as to allow for further extensions.
The new buildings do not provide accommodation for an
ante-natal or post-natal clinic and so, in the meantime, it has
been necessary to retain for this purpose the old Hospital
in Wood Street,
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I am indebted to Miss Gregory, the Secretary of the Hospi-
tal, for the following information which shews, statistically,
the number of cases dealt with during the year :—

Mothers admitted during the year s i I~
Children born o s oy o T
Maternal Death 3 e o o > 1
Outdoor Cases e e % e i 219
Ante-Natal and Post-Natal Clinics :—
Mothers attending clinics .. S s .- 1,018
Attendances of Mothers .. A o v 3,230
Infants attending clinies .. = Sk SIS
Attendances of Infants .. 4 .. 982

The Council have entered into an agreement with the
Hospital authorities whereby sufficient accommodation for
144 confinements per annum is reserved at a cost of £1,500
per annum. In addition, the Hospital has undertaken to
provide ante-natal accommodation for such cases as require
ante-natal treatment. This is the first complete year in which
this agreement has been in operation and during the year 144
cases were admitted. Each patient admitted is required to
pay fees according to the earnings of her husband, and the
minimum fee has been fixed at £3 per confinement in the case
of multiparae, and £4 per confinement in the case of primi-
parae., This charge is based on a nominal residence of 14
days but an additional fee of 3s. Od. per day is charged if
this period is exceeded. The amount recovered in patients’
fees during the year was £483 18s. 6d., making a net cost of
£1,016 1s. 6d., 50 per cent. of which is recoverable from the
Ministry of Health.

(3) Children, The Home for Ailing Babies, Eglinton
Road, Plumstead. Provided by the Borough Council (21
beds). The following Table shews certain statistical infor-
mation for the Home for the year 1923 :—
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TABLE No. 51.

(@) Number of cases in hospital on the 1st January, 1923 5
Number of cases admitted during the year =S 87
Number remaining in on the 31st December .. 9

(b) Average duration of stay .. %! - 47 days

(¢) Reasons for admission :—

Malnutrition, Marasmus and Debility -4 39
Vomiting, Dyspepsia and Constipation

Rickets o

Observation

Diarrhoea

Bronchitis

Miscellaneous

| B & ton oo

(d) Number of cases discharged :—
(i) In good health .. i e 55
(ii) Improved .. iy e o 14
(iii) No improvement .. W ¥ T

76

(¢) Number of cases of infectious diseases :—
(i) Measles o L o s —
(i) Whooping cough .. o s -
(iii) Epidemic diarrhoea o g -
(iv) Chicken pox s s s 1
(f) Number of deaths .. LA i3 it e 7

(4) Fever. Nil.
(5) Smallpox. Nil.

(6) Other.




80

There are no other hospitals in the Borough subsided by
the Local Authority or by the London County Council. The
following institutions are available for general treatment :—

Eltham Cottage Hospital = .. Beds 22
Woolwich and Plumstead Cottage Hospital |, 13
Military Families’ Hospital i3 & - 24

There is no information available as to the extent the
London general hospitals are used by the inhabitants of this
Borough, but some information can be obtained from the
death returns, and the following Table shews the number of
deaths of Woolwich residents occurring in London general
hospitals during the year :—

TABLE No, 52,

Hospitals. Number of Deaths.

Miller e e L o i 18
Guy’s i o 5 ¥ ik 16
Seamen’s .. s S 5 i 13
King's College

London i

St. Bartholomew’s

St., Thomas’s ; e
University College Hospital
South London

Charing Cross

Royal Free Hospital
French !
Freemasons’
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A general hospital is urgently required in Woolwich, not
only for the purposes of this Borough but to serve that large
extra-metropolitan area east of Woolwich where no general
hospital exists. Money for this purpose has been collected
each year since 1919 and in 1923 the Council, as work for the
relief of unemployment, levelled the site, made the approach
roads and constructed the foundations: It is important in
the public interests that the remainder of the work should
be expedited.

The number of deaths of Woolwich residents which occurred
in the local Infirmaries was as follows :—Woolwich Infirmary,
323 ; Lewisham Infirmary, 67.

Institutional Provision for Unmarried Mothers. Woolwich
and Plumstead Maternity Home, There is a small home for
unmarried mothers, situated at 23 Vicarage Park, Plumstead,
which provides accommodation for eight mothers and babies.
The numbers admitted to this Home are not so large as in
previous years, This is due to the fact that the Home
had to be temporarily closed in July owing to the illness of
the Superintendent. Through the courtesy of the Superia-
tendent I am able to give the following information :—

Number
Mothers in the Home on 1st January, 1923 .. 3
Babies in the Home on 1st January, 1923 TRERE
Mothers admitted during 1923 ; A
Babies do. do. Ik i gy
Births i 5 i e 4
Deaths o i [Chﬂd] 1
Average duration Uf stay ﬂf each completed case
6 months
Mothers who attended ante-natal clinies of the
Borough Council .. s 3 i
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The function of this Home is to give illegitimate children
a chance of survival and the mothers are kept in the Home
doing the light work of the Home for six or seven months.
When they leave, situations are found for them, if possible,
where the child can be taken. A grant of £50 was made by
the Council towards the funds of the Home.

Ambulance Facilities. () Infectious cases. Under the
Public Health (London) Act, persons in London suffering from
certain notifiable diseases may be conveyed to hospital and
treated in a hospital of the Metropolitan Asylums Board
and persons suffering from any dangerous infectious disease
may be conveyed by ambulance to other places on payment.

(b) For Non-Infectious and Accident Cases. The Medical
Officer of Health in his Annual Report for 1922, drew attention
to the fact that the ambulance service available for Woolwich
was inadequate and in particular referred to the service of the
London County Council.” It is pleasing to record that during
1923 the London County Council resolved to establish an
ambulance station in Woolwich and all the services for which
their ambulances are available will no doubt then be extended
to Woolwich. The ambulance service of the London County
Council was established in 1915 in order to deal at all times
with persons suffering from accidents in the street and in
public places, and subsequently it was extended to include
the removal, in certain circumstances, of maternity cases, to
hospital, but it is' not in ordinary circumstances avail-
able, or intended for the removal of persons suffering from
illness in a private house. At the present time the nearest
ambulance station to Woolwich is in Lee High Road, Lewis-
ham, nearly four miles away from the thickly populated
part of the Borough. It was found during a test period by
the London County Council that an average call time of 8.7
minutes was obtained for the whole of London, whereas
the average call time for Woolwich was 14.5 minutes, the
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highest average in London. With regard to the maternity
services, 1 am informed that these services are available for
all Metropolitan Boroughs with the exception of a few on
the periphery of the County. There appears to be little
doubt that, when the ambulance station is open in Woolwich
(it is hoped in 1924), these services will be extended to
this Borough also. Ambulances can be obtained, on payment,
from the Metropolitan Asylums Board for the removal of
non-infectious cases, and the ambulances of the Guardians
are available for admission to their institutions.

MATERNITY AND CHILD WELFARE.

It will be convenient to deal here with the work of the
Council in connection with Maternity and Child Welfare
during the year,

Staff. The staff at the end of the year is shewn in detail
in Section VIII,

During the year, the Council, with the approval of the
Ministry of Health, appointed an additional Assistant Medical
Officer who devotes half of his time to Maternity and Child
Welfare work and half to Tuberculosis. By this arrange-
ment it was possible to increase the number of sessions at
which medical consultations were given.

Administrative Aection in Connection with the Notification
of Births., As a matter of routine, as soon as a notification
of a birth is received, suitable literature is sent to the mother
by post and the first visit is made by the Health Visitor
between the tenth and fourteenth day in all cases where
such visits are considered necessary or desirable. The neces-
sity for second visits is gauged by what is discovered at the
first visit, but as a general rule it has been found possible
to work up to the following standard :—three visits during the
first year and one visit in each subsequent year up to the
age of five,

r 2
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Welfare Centres. These are set out in detail in Table No.
50. At the end of the year 3 ante-natal and 17 infant con-
sultations were being held each week.

Voluntary Centre. Excellent work has been done at the
Voluntary Centre at the Victory Club, Beresford Street,
Woolwich. These voluntary workers are engaged in one of the
worst areas in Woolwich and their duties are so difficult that
great credit is due to them. The number of children
attending the centre during the year was 124 and the total
number of attendances, including mothers, was 899.

The Work of the Centres. The following Table, No. 53,
gives detailed statistics for the year 1923 and consolidated
statistics for the year 1922, The large increase in the number
of attendances at the Slade Centre, held at the Wesley Hall,
Timbercroft Lane, Plumstead, has shewn that the necessity
for this Centre has been more than justified.

TABLE No. 53.

No. on Roll of Centre. No., ::t.%l;b&?i?nuaa
Mothers: | Mothers :
! | Child- e Child-
Expec- | ren. | Expec-| . remn.
iy Hurafngi ant %Huramg.
Town Hall . 269 374 1,515 399 753 9,641
Plumstead " 118 164 1,025 219 285 5,403
Eltham - 117 1365 1,007 194 247 5,588
Blade .. o T 2 300 e 6 2,481
North Woolwich. . 1 ok 117 3 i ~ 801
New Eltham s s 1 116 rd 1 841
Beresford Street .. 8 24 124 12 76 811
(Voluntary)
Totals 1923 513 701 4 204 897 1,368 24,511
O 520 590 4,240 | 860 1,123 | 21,968
I
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If the Table which follows (Table No. 54) is compared
with similar Tables published in previous years, it will be
noticed that a gradual increase is taking place in the number
of attendances made by children over a year old, and that some
progress is being made in securing complete supervision of
"young children until this duty falls on the Education Autho-

rity.

The Table shews the number of children, classified by year
of birth, attending each Centre, and the number of atten-

dances made by them during the year.

TABLE No. 54,
(Children in attendance at each Centre.

- . g 1 = % 3
- — 3 $ ic I~
& s E ; 2 Z | E | @F s
N e e NSRS
g = o | == o
T B pomeh A el s sl o
N i | z | & | §%
o]
1998 | 494 | sar | 814 | 96| 27 | 40| a1 1,259
1922 = 548 33 | 935 | 108 | 88 | 43 42 1,332
1921 = 9288 194 167 49| 24 | ;1 25 768
1920 @ 182 127 | 178 41| 18 | 11 21 571
1919 65 47 84 7| 8 9 4 217
1918 8 7 34 R 1 57
1,515 | 1,025 | 1,007 | 800|116 | 117 | 124 4,204
Attendances of Children at each Centre.
1923 | 2,467 | 1,802 | 2,374 | o71 | 286 | 225 | 219 8,497
1992 | 4,081 | 2,188 | 1,544 |1,046 | 885 | 423 | 857 | 10,024
1921 | 1,210 776 675 | 205 | 83 | 120 | 147 3,216
1920 | 692 418 677 | 169 | 57 | 28 73 2114
1919 | 197 99 234 20 | 21 5 21 577
1918 14 30 79 O T 1 153
8,641 | 5403 | 5,588 (2,481 | 841 | 801 | 811 | 24,511

|
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Treatment, Children requiring medical or surgical treat-
ment are referred to the School Clinie, Brewer Street, and the
Borough Council pays 5s. 0d. for each case so referred. During
the year 22 cases were sent there for treatment.

Dental Scheme. The dental work is carried out under the
aegis of a local association of medical practitioners at their
Clinic at Brewer Street, and the following Table shews the
number of cases attending and the number of attendances
during the year. The number of dentures authorised to be
supplied was 14.

TABLE No. 55.
Number., Attendances,

Expectant Mothers A 15 115
Nursing Mothers - 24 35
Children under 5 o 69 82

108 232

The Work of Health Visitors. No change has taken place
in the Health Visiting Staff during the present year, at the
end of which they numbered eight, two of whom hold the com-
bined appointment of Sanitary Inspector and Health Visitor.
It is no longer necessary to detail the work of the Health
Visitors but the extensive nature of it can been seen from a
study of Table No. 56 which shews in detail the number of
visits paid by them during the year. In addition to this
they attend centres at which women and children come for
medical and hygenic advice and arrangements have been
made whereby the Health Visitor is in attendance at the
centres serving the district in which she works. Their visits
are welcomed by the mothers and the phenomenally low
infantile mortality rate, namely, 43, the lowest which has
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ever been recorded in the Borough, must be attributed in
great part to the spread of education in child nurture which
has been disseminated in every home in the Borough where
such information is needed,

In 1923, the Council, with the approval of the Ministry
of Health, paid the class fees of two Health Visitors attending
a refresher course for Health Visitors.

Other Work. In addition to birth visits, they have made
investigations into the cause of infant deaths and still-births
and have visited notified cases of ophthalmia neonatorum,
puerperal fever, and pneumonia in children under five years.
Very little of their time indeed has been taken up with the
distribution of free milk under the Council’s assisted milk
scheme, other arrangements having been made for the verifi-
cation of income of applicants for assisted milk. This work,
which, in the first instance, was placed on Health Visitors,
is not essentially Health Visitors’ work and it was found
that it interfered with their normal work. The increase of,
approximately, 3,000 visits this year is due in the main to
this arrangement.

The following Table No. 56 shews the classification of
visits paid by the Health Visitors in 1922 and 1923 :—

TABLE No. 56.

1922, 1923,

Births—First Visits + v L w2 RTS
,» Re-visits .. e . v 9971, 14024
Infant deaths investigated = vt 175 117
Still-births investigated .. s o 55 81

Expectant mothers—home visits to .. 330 440



38

Infectious diseases :—
Ophthalmia Neonatorum—JFirst visits
\ % a Re-visits
Measles—First visits .
= Re-visits
Puerperal fever—First visits ..
% ,»  Re-visits
Zymotic Enteritis—First visits
! il Re-visits ..
Tuberculosis Visits ] :
Pneumonia (all forms) under 5 years
Visits unclassified I
Visits unsuccessful—No admission . .

1922. 1923.
26 18
40 33

2,080 19
741 9

7 b

2 1

25 41

27 37

57 70
204 104
562 666
1,873 2,736
18,152 21,073

Supply of Milk, ete., to Necessitous, Expeectant and Nursing
Mothers and to Young Children. The approximate cost of
milk and dinners supplied to expectant and nursing mothers
during the year, was as follows :—Dried milk, £1,5682 ; Fresh

milk, £5 13s. 8d. ; Dinners, £1 7s. 6d.

In February, 1923, the Council considered the terms of
a letter from the Ministry of Health and resolved that new
scales of income as a test of necessity should be introduced,

and the following scales were adopted —

No. in Family, Free.
8 d.

One - i e 13 0
Two - e - 10 6
Three et s o 8 6
Four - o - 7 6
Five 2 il i A
Six | 6 6

Per head after deduct

&

Half-cost.

8.
15
12
10

8

8

7

d.

i == = - e

ion of rent.
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Enquiry into Rate of Growth (weight) of Woolwich In-
fants born in 1921. In the routine work of infant welfare
centres a large amount of material is accumulated year by
year, and this should be placed on record so that it can be
available for statisticians or other persons interested who can
make full use of it. If one considers such an every-day sub-
ject as the rate of change which takes place week by week
in the weight of a baby, great difficulty will be found in
obtaining the authority on which the usual published weight
chart is based. Observations of weight have been made in
various countries by different observers at different times,
and by different methods, but when the results are compared
it is found that considerable differences exist at the various
age periods. The usual weight chart, as published, is for
both sexes, whereas, as is well known, growth is different in
boys and girls, the boys developing much more rapidly from
the start.

Every day, in our welfare centres, babies are weighed.
These weights are recorded and are useful to shew the pro-
gress of an individual baby from week to week. In the mass,
little attempt has been made to formulate the rate of growth
in particular localities, although it is now generally believed
that it is unsound to use a standard weight chart for the whole
of Great Britain and that separate charts should be con-
structed for each locality. Babies vary in size and rate of
growth in different areas and a standard chart is apt to be
misleading, being too flattering or disappointing, as the case
may be, to intelligent mothers. It was considered desirable
to make an investigation on these lines in Woolwich and
during the last twelve months such an invesitgation has
been carried out, the idea underlying the enquiry being to
find the weight of the average Woolwich infant at each
week in the first year of its life,
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Method of Enquiry. The enquiry was limited to children
born in the year 1921 who had attended the centres in 1921
and 1922, The total number of male infants whose weights
were tabulated was 801 and the number of female infants
was 732 ; the total weighings for males being 6,379 and for
females, 5,454. The weight was recorded at the centres
to the nearest ounce, and the age was recorded to the nearest
week, the practice being to ignore three or less days and to
count four or over as a full week. Subsequently, in order to
complete the figures for the birth weights and the first two
weeks, I asked Mrs. Parnell, the Matron of the British Hospital
for Mothers and Babies for this information and she very
kindly gave me, from her 1921 records, detailed weights of
92 male and 96 female children—at birth, at the end of the
first week and at the end of the second week. These figures
have been incorporated with the Centre figures in all the
tables except Table No. 60,

Type of Case. Many of the standards in use have been
based on specially selected infants, e.g., some observers have
only included what they describe as normal babies and have
excluded premature infants, twins, and sickly children, and
have even excluded healthy, normal children who have had
an attack of some disease. I think it is perfectly obvious
that by this process of selection, bias cannot entirely be over-
come, and consequently the results probably over-state the
true position with regard to infants. The personal equation is
likely to make us careful to select, in any process of selection,
only infants above the normal. As has been pointed out
above, this enquiry was to ascertain the weight of the average
Woolwich infant and so no differentiation whatever was
made. Every child, although its weight was abnormal, was
included and it was hoped that, by dealing with fairly large
numbers, a fair average standard of weight could be calcu-
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lated. No differentiation was made between breast and hand-
fed infants. It may be that, by adopting this method, the
weight of a normal child is understated, but it appears to
me that it is likely to be as near the truth as is any process of
selection of so-called normal babies. In any event, the older
the baby becomes the more likely is the average weight
obtained to be accurate, because a certain number of weak-
lings are removed by death in the early months.

The following short tables shew the result for the boys
and girls, respectively, during the first year of post-natal
growth, at intervals of five weeks. In constructing these
tables a five-weekly period was grouped, the middle of the
period being regarded as the age, i.c., in calculating the weights
of children at eight weeks, all weights were used which were
tabulated in the sixth to the tenth week period. In this
connection, however, it should be noted that in Table No.
G0, the weight of infants of three weeks is over-stated, for
the reason that the number of observations of children of
one and two weeks is very small compared with those of four
and five weeks. In these short tables the same baby may
appear more than once in each five-weekly period and to
this extent the results are vitiated. The weights given in
these tables do not quite agree with those given in Tables
No. 61 and No. 62, as is to be expected, but they approxi-
mate very closely to each other. In the diagrams the short
table weights are represented by lines, the full table weights
by dots.
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TABLE No. 60.

INFANT WEIGH®TS (in 1bs.).

T

| :
Age in The : West East
weeks. Borough. | Woolwich. | Plumstead.| Plumstead.| Eltham.
3 g-49 839 8-62 844 8-54
8 9-98 10-04 1006 9-T% 9-85
13 1161 11-79 11-50 11-56 11-58
18 1330 13-38 1828 13-41 13:18
23 14-57 14-71 14-46 14-94 14-17
28 1581 16-01 1568 16-05 15-51
83 16-90 17-09 1700 17:00 16-59
38 17-97 17-86 18-15 18-15 17-77
43 18-98 19-08 158-86 18-90 19-05
49 | 19°79 19-92 19-72 19-92 19-61

The following two tables No. 61 and No. 62 give the age
in weeks, the number of observations (weighings) made at
each week, the mean weight in lbs., the standard deviation
and the co-efficient of variation for each set of observations.
The standard deviation is a statistical method of expressing
how closely the weights of different babies at the same age
approximate to each other and the co-efficient of variation
is one hundred times the standard deviation divided by the
mean weight.

In reading these mean (average) weights, the co-efficient
of variation will enable one to express the extent of variation
which can occur at any given age, e.g., at 25 weeks it can be
said that 6827 per cent. of all Woolwich male babies will be
within the following limits of weight :—15'72 lbs, plus 12'7
per cent. and 15772 lbs., minus 12'7 per cent.
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SECTION VI.—LABORATORY WORK.

Analysis of Food and Drugs. The Public Analyst is Sir
William R. Smith, and the laboratory work in connection
therewith is carried out at the Royal Institute of Public
Health. The detailed results of analyses made will be found
in the section dealing with the Food and Drugs Acts.

Bacteriological Examinations. Bacteriological examina-
tions are carried out at the Seamen’s Hospital, Greenwich.
In tabular form is shewn below the number and result of
the various examinations made during the year. For com-
parative purposes the figures for the year 1922 are also given.

TABLE No. 63.

Associated Positive Negative Total  Tolal
Disease, Result,. Result, 1923, 1922,
Diphtheria .. o o8 493 551 874
Enteric Fever e 6 20 26 0
Tuberculosis .. = 45 172 220 187
Dysentery .. = — 2 2 —-
112 6GR7 799 1,070

Anti-Toxin. Diphtheria anti-toxin is kept at the Town
Hall and the Plumstead and Eltham Free Libraries, and is
supplied to medical practitioners on application, at cost
price, or free where there is inability to pay. The amount
supplied during the year was 32,000 units at a total cost of
£2 8s. 0d., all of which was recovered.
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SECTION VII.—SANITARY ADMINISTRATION.

This section of the report deals statistically with the work
of the Sanitary Inspectors and Sanitary Administration, and
has been prepared by the Chief Sanitary Inspector.

ADOPTIVE ACTS, BY-LAWS AND REGULATIONS
RELATING TO PUBLIC HEALTH IN FORCE
IN THE DISTRICT.

There are no adoptive Acts in force in the district.

The following is a list of By-laws and Regulations made
under the various Acts, with the date of adoption :—

By-laws made under :—
Public Health (London) Act, 1891,

Section, Date of adoption.,
16 (1) Prevention of nuisances arising from 15th May, 1903
matter thrown in any street ; of-
fensive matter running into an
uncovered place; keeping of
animals ; paving of yards and
open spaces.
16 (2) Closing of cesspools and privies: 28th June, 1893
removal and disposal of refuse.
16 (2) Removal of faecal and offensive 26th Nov., 1901
matter.
39 (1) Construction of closets, privies, ash- 28th June, 1893
pits, cesspools and dung recep- 14th June, 1901
tacles. Jrd Jan., 1905
39 (2) Keeping water closets supplied with 24th June, 1903
sufficient water,
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Section. Date of adoption.

45 Decent conduct of persons using 24th June, 1903
public lavatories, ete.

50 Securing cleanliness and freedom 24th June, 1903
from pollution of tanks, cisterns
and other receptacles used for
storing water. _

88 Management of Mortuaries .. 24th June, 1903

94 Houses let in lodgings (Woolwich 13th Aug., 1895
and Plumstead Parishes only).

05 Tents, Vans, Sheds 5 .. 24th June, 1903

19 Bone boiler, Manure manufacturer 25th Nov., 1907
or Tallow melter,

19 Gut scraper and Catgut maker or 25th Nov., 1907
Catgut manufacturer.

19 Fat Melter or Fat Extractor .. 25th Nov., 1907
19 Fellmonger .. : = .. 25th Nov., 1907
19 Dresser of Fish bkmﬂ 5 .. 25th Nov., 1907
19 Dresser of Fur Skins v .. 22nd March, 1922
19 Glue and Size Manufacturer oo 25th Now., 1907
19 Knacker 5 5 .. 25th Nov., 1907
19 Slaughterer of Pnultry i .. 22nd Dec., 1923
19 Soap boiler % ois .. 25th Nov., 1907
19 Tripe Boiler i e .. 25th Nov., 1907
London County Council (General Powers) Aet, 1908 :—
9 Rag and Bone dealer .. .. 18th Sept., 1923
9 Fish Curer .. o .. 28th Feb., 1914
9 Vendor of Fried 1"1511 o .. 28th Feb., 1914
London County Council (General Powers) Aet, 1902 :—
53 Common Lodging Houses .. l14th Aug., 1903

London County Council (General Powers) Aet, 1903 :—

54 Conveyance of carcases of dead 2lst Feb., 1905
horses through public streets.
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Section. Date of adoption.
Metropolis Management Act, 1855 :—
202  Drains, regulating dimensions of, 14th June, 1901
keeping, cleansing and repairing of.

Metropolis Management Act, 1855 (Section 202) and
Metropolis Management Acts (Amendment (By-laws) Act,
1899 :—

Plans to be deposited. Construction, re- 20th Aug., 1903
construction, or alteration of pipes,
drains, traps and other apparatus.

Slaughterhouse, Ete. (Metropolis) Act, 1874 and the
Local Government Act, 1888 :—
Slaughterer of Cattle - {e .« 27th Oect., 1891

Baths and Washhouses Act, 1846 :—

34 Management, Use and Regulations 24th June, 1903
of Public Baths.

Public Health Act, 1875 :—
167  Regulating the use of the Market 24th June, 1903
place.
Regulations made under :—
Factories and Workshops Acts and Public Health (London)
Act, 1891 :—
Bakehouses .. A % .. dlst Jan., 1902
Dairies, Cowsheds and Milkshops Order, 1885 :—
13 Dairies, Cowsheds and Milkshops 3rd July, 1885
Housing, Town Planning, etc. Act, 1909 —
17 (7) Underground Rooms i .. 9th Feb., 1911

Section 55 of the Public Health (London) Act, 1891, has
been applied to Zymotic Enteritis.
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Closet Accommodation, There are a few earth closets in
the Borough. These are inspected periodically but no action
has been taken with regard to their abolition during the year
as they are situated in the rural parts of the district where
there are no sewers available. The number of cesspools is 31.

Seavenging,

(@) Removal of House Refuse :— Loads removed.
Woolwich .. i =4 o £ 3 6,878
Plumstead .. e A i i R
Eltham e R o s e g 5,763
Frequency . R e i .. Weekly
Cost in Plumstea.d o s .. £5,431 12s. 5d.

(b)) Removal of Trade Refuse :(—

Inoffensive :—
Woolwich .. e i e e oy 966
Plumstead .. e e 5 o o 9
Eltham o o0 s Tk e s 145
Charge per load .. o s . = e, 0d.
Offensive :—
Tradesmen on Books .. ¥ £ 1y 59
Receptacles removed ofs iR 5 .. b,964
Charge per receptacle .. 4 [ rasey. e

Complaints. The number of complaints entered in the
complaint book during the year was 1,718, compared with
1,865 last year. 31 of these complaints related to the non-

removal of household refuse—3 in Woolwich, 25 in Plumstead
and 3 in Eltham.

Combined Drains. 36 combined drains, relating to 208
houses, were reported on at various times throughout the
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vear. Reconstruction was necessary in five cases (involving
connections to 29 houses) and the usual notices for recon-
struction were served and complied with. At the request
of the owners various small repairs to drains were undertaken
at the time of the examination and the total cost of this
(£6 Ts. 6d.) was recovered from the owners concerned.

Increase of Rent and Mortgage Interest (Restrictions) Aets,
1920-1923. During the year 13 applications were made by
the occupiers of 12 houses for certificates that the houses
they occupied were not in a reasonable state of repair. In
one case the house was let in two parts and both occupiers
made application. Four certificates were granted ; in two
cases the applications were withdrawn before they were
considered by the Public Health Committee, and in seven
cases a report only was ordered to be issued. The Rent
Restrictions (Notices of Increase) Act, 1923, and the Increase
of Rent and Mortgage Interest (Restrictions) Aet, 1923, came
into force during the year, and require that the certificate of
the sanitary authority shall specify what works require to be
executed in order to put the house in a reasonable state of
repair, and one of them provides that it shall be a good de-
fence to any claim for the payment of rent or arrears that
the house is not in a reasonable state of repair, if the tenant
has served a copy of the certificate on the owner. When an
application is received for a certificate the house is inspected
and notices are served on the owner to remedy the defects
that exist. It is interesting to note that the Aect of 1923
differs from the original Act in that a certificate can only
be issued for a house when it is not in a reasonable
state of repair, whereas in the original Act, it could be issued
if a house was not in a reasonable state of repair or was not
in all respects reasonably fit for human habitation.
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Inhabited House Duty. There have been no applications

for certificates under the Customs and Inland Revenue Acts
1890 and 1903.

HOUSES LET IN LODGINGS.

On Register at beginning of year .. = o 422

o end of year .. i i i 425
Inspections made s - i e o 285
Notices served .. L e s " e o 193
Prosecutions .. i % i S i —

Underground Sleeping Rooms. The County Medical Officer
of Health on the 17th October, 1923, asked by letter for the
following information in connection with a report he is pre-
paring on this subject for the County Council :—

(@) Number of basements in the Borough used for
dwelling purposes.

(b) Number of basement dwellings in the Borough with
ceilings at or below street level.

(¢) Number of basement dwellings in which the width
of area in street does not exceed 3 feet.

(d) Number of basement dwellings in which the width
of area in streeot does not exceed 4 feet,

In order to obtain these details and to make them repre-
sentative of the circumstances existing in the Borough,
arrangements were made for a complete inspection of all
basement rooms and the following Table furnishes the parti-

culars.
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TABLE No. 64,
BASEMENT ROOMS.

No. of base- No. of basement
No. of base- | ment dwel- | dwellings in which the
ments used | lings with width of area does not
WaRb. for dwelling |ceilings ator | exceed—
purposes. | below street| 3 feet. 4 feet.
level.
1 2 3 4 o
-

Dockyard - 273 38 196 268
8t. Mary's el 155 16 | 107 125
River .. s 114 8 83 102
St. George’s x 166 44 182 167
Burrage .. . 78 T 29 33
Herbert .. - 68 40 54 54
Glyndon.. o 62 35 9 a7
Central .. .. 75 12 40 87
8t. Nicholas, 8. .. 65 8 41 101
St. Nicholas, N. .. a7 11 28 - 46
Eltham .. & 64 1 62 64
8t. Margaret's .. 167 46 77 99
1,384 266 846 1,188

* Includes those contained in column 4,

Rats. During the year 58 investigations were made under
the Rats and Mice (Destruction) Act. A * Rat Week 77 was
held in November and by arrangement with the Works
Department, 5.074 baits were laid in 101 old sewers likely
to be infested with rats.

Rag Flock Act. No samples have been taken during the
year,

Offensive Trades. There are no offensive trades in Wool-
wich,
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Action taken under Public Health Acts or By-laws. Statis-
tical tables are set out on the following two pages shewing
the number of inspections made by the sanitary inspectors
and the number of nuisances abated. 3,446 intimation
notices and 1,262 statutory notices were served during the
year. These compare with 4,191 and 1,294, respectively,
in 1922, There were 165 cases in which the owners neglected
to comply with the statutory notices and these were reported
to the Town Clerk for legal proceedings. The Town Clerk
followed his usual procedure of writing a letter reminding
the owner that he was in default in not complying with the
notices and requesting his attention forthwith and that in
the event of his continued neglect a summons would be
issued. It was found necessary to issue 39 summons (com-
pared with 6 in 1922) the details of which are set out in Table
No. 67.

TABLE No. 65.

Premises Inspected. Tolal
Milkshops e e . % o 3 239
Bakehouses 45 s ' iy s e 192
Cowhouses S e te o L 5 40
Ice Cream Premises .. s s = - 557
Slaughterhouses for oy e = . 29
Fried Fish Shops 5 320
Premises where Food is Prepa,red (nther than dbove} 531
Shops and Markets re Food (estimated) s h 1,934
Factories, Workshops and Workplaces 5 o 881
Outworkers’ Premises S e g e 887
Houses re Verminous Cases .. i o - 222
Homes re Scabies Cases & e e s 116
Women’s Lavatories .. - e T At 107
Smoke Observations .. % jid 2l = 37

Tents and Vans s 2 pe i i 15
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TABLE No. 65—continued.
Premises Inspected.

Urinals accessible to Public ..
Animals so kept as to be a Nuisance
Housing Survey—Houses inspected . . o
Do. Number of following up pnmar}r
visits : ‘s " :
Complaints Inveshga,ted
Enquiries re Notified Infectious DIBEE.B’ES
School Reports .
Special Inap-ectmns re Rata .
Drains Tested by Smoke Test
do. Water Test i3
New Houses Inspected—Water Cemﬁcates
Registered Houses
Theatres, Cinemas, ete.
Basements Inspected
Miscellaneous (unclassified)
Re-inspections

TABLE No. 66,

Nuisances, ete., Abated.

Interiors Cleansed

Damp conditions in houses remedied

Defective guttering and rain water pipes ..

Improved ventilation ..

Defective roofs .. :

Deficient light—windows supphﬂd or enlarged

Paving in yards and washhonses repaired

Underground rooms not in accordance with Acts

Waste-pipes from baths, lavatories and washhouses
repaired or disconnected

Choked and defective drains ..

Defective traps ..

Total.

205
33
3,192

1,853
1,718
740

58

59

20
166
285
23
1,384
1,898
10,792

Total

2,101
674
625
281
801

12
632
13

153

205
24
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TABLE No. 66—continued.
Nuisances, ete., Abated.

Defective or unventilated soil pipe .

W.C.’s repaired, new traps or pans provided

Foul pans cleansed i

Flushing a.pparatus repaired or renewad

Additional w.c.’s provided to dwelling houses
Additional w.c.’s provided to factories and workshops
Washhouses provided with sinks i i
Defective and foul cisterns used for dietary purposes
Defective and foul rain water tanks ..

Insufficient supply of water or water cut off by M. W B.

Additional water supply

Cases of overcrowding remedied
Dust bins supplied

Verminous rooms cleansed
Accumulations of manure removed
Dung pits provided

Smoke nuisances

Cooking stoves repaired

Coppers repaired

Miscellaneous

TABLE No. 67.

Total.

10
231
120
388

11

10

31

492
221

213
160
1,213

Prosecutions under Public Health and kindred Acts.

Date of : .
Hc.‘ Hearing. ‘ Offence. Situation. Result.
I
1 | Jan. 28| Yard not properly paved | 74 Cordite Street | Work done. With-
' drawn. 12/6 costs
2 | do. . Defective scullery roof ; | 33 Pendrell Street| Order to abate in 21

floor front room ; choked
front eaves gutters ; de-
fective ceiling of scullery

damp condition ground days
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10

11

12

13

14

15

16

kept as to be a nuisance

Date of * e
- | Hearing. Offence, Situation. Result.
do. Insufficient and unsuit- Do. .. | Fined 5/-
able accommodation for
the cooking of food
i
; do. Damp walls of the ground | 22 Kirkham Street | Costs £1 1s. Order to
floor front room to abate in 21 days
do. Dirty ceiling of first floor | 109 Southport Order to abate in 10
front room ; deficient Road days. 21/- costs
means of ventilation of
back room ground floor;
defective sash cords
do. Defective rain water gut- | 111 Southport Work done. With-
ter to main roof at back Re drawn. 21/- costs
of house causing damp-
ness
do. Defective rain water gut- | 15 Earl Street .. | Order to abate in 14
ter and w.c. apartment days. 21/- costs
ventilating into wash-
housa
| March 8| Defective yard paving .. | 35 Winifred Street | Work done. With.-
! drawn. 12/6 costs
| do. | Insufficient ashpit 38 Winifred Street| Work done. With-
drawn, 3[- costs
April 5| Dirty conditions and de- | 14 Bastion Road | Order to abate in 21
| fective guttering days. 10/6 costs
|
| do. Dirty econditions and de- | 8 Bastion Road .. | Work done. With-
' fective sashecords drawn. 10/6 costs
do. Dirty conditions 6 Bastion Road .. | Work done. With-
drawn. 10/6 costs
do, Defective yard paving .. | 16 Bastion Road | Fined 20/-
April 12 | Defective yard paving .. | 108 Kidd Btreet .. | Work done. With.-
drawn, 15/- costs
do. Defective yard paving .. | 107 Kidd Street .. | Work done. With-
drawn. 15/- costs
do. Chickens and rabbits so | 9 Hargor Road .. | Order to abate in 14

days. b6/- costs
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Date of : ;

No. | Haarin . Offence. Situation. Rgsulb.

17 | May 2| Room in a dirty state. | 7 Marshall's grove | Premises vacated.
Accumulation of filthy Summons withdrawn
clothing and bedding

18 | do., 8| Damp site of house 196 Albert Road.. | Work done. With-

drawn. 5f- costs

19 | do. 81| Non-compliance with a | 9 Hargor Road .. | Fined 20/- or 14 days’
Nuisance Order imprisonment. 10/-

. costs

20 | June 14 | Occupied house without | 9 Tewson Road .. | Adjourned. Closing
an efficient supply of Order in 28 days.
water 8/- costs

91 | do. 28| Non-compliance with a | 9 Eargnt Road ..| Fined 43/- and £1 1s.
Nuisance Order costs

22 | Oet., 10| Defective yard paving 22 Plumstead Work done. 8/- costs

High Street

23 do. Defective roofs of house Do. Order to abate in two
and back addition ; de- weeks. 2/- costs
fective eaves gutter to
back addition roof ; de-
fective plaster to bed-
room

24 do. Dirty walls and ceiling | 91 Robert Street = Work done. 2/- costs
of scullery; defective
manhole cover |

25 do, Leaky roof of house 87 Robert Street | Work done, 2/- costs

26 do. Dirty and defective con- | 75 Robert Streel = Work done, 2/- costs
ditions

27 do. Defective yard paving ., Do. Work done. 2/- costs

28 do. Defective w.c. pan Da. Work done. 2/- costs

29 do. Dirty walls and ceilings | 21 Spearman Order to abate in two

of passage and seullery ;
defective skirting of
back room ground floor

Street

weeks, 3/- costs.









115

were such as to make it necessary that this class of home-
work should be subject to suitable inspection. It was found,
however, that the provisions of Section 107, Factory and
Workshops Act, did not apply to this class of work, although
employers employing outworkers to pick peas were required
to send lists to the Medical Officer of Health half-yearly.
As a result of your Medical Officer’s representation the Coun-
cil were of opinion that it would be desirable that persons
engaged in the trade of sorting peppercorns should be in-
cluded in the scheduled trades as provided by Section 107,
and representations were made to the Secretary of State
accordingly. On 9th October, 1923, the Secretary of State
intimated that investigations had been made up and down
the country, and that this neighbourhood was apparentiy
the only one where this business was being carried out, and
that in these circumstances it was not considered necessary
to schedule this trade under the provisions of Section 107,
The employers in question undertook to submit voluntarily
a list of all persons employed in this trade.

Factories, Workshops and Workplaces. The Medical Officer
of Health is required under Section 132 of the Factory and
Workshops Act, 1901, to include in his Annual Report details
of the administration of this Act in his district. The total
number of factories, workshops, and workplaces on the
register at the end of the year was 325. This was an increase
of 97 over the previous year. The number of inspections of
these premises was 881 which compares with 512 for 1922,
Sanitary defects were found in 38 instances. The following
tables are in the form adopted by the Home Office in order
to ensure uniformity in the presentation of statistics :—
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TABLE 70.

Factories, Workshops, Laundries, Workplaces, and
Homeworkers’ Premises.

1.—TInspection.

Including inspections made by Sanitary Inspectors.

Number of
Premises. e
Inspections. Written Notices.
Factories " " - 320 12
(Including Factory Laundries)
Workshops .. < .o 513 23
(Including Workshop Laundries)
Workplaces 48 3
Homev orkers’ Premises 887 18
Total o] 1768 56
|
2.— Defects Found.
Number of Defects.
Deseription. — —
Found. Remedied.
| 3 4
Nuisances under Public Health Act : |
I
Want of Cleanliness. . - 30 30
Want of Ventilation * ! 3 3
Overcrowding pr 2
Want of Drainage of floors ks —
Other nuisances 11 11
( insufficient 2 1
Y unsuitable or )
Banitary Accom- | “gteqtive” | : 6
not separate for| -
sexes ) il
Total i ok 54 53
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Work of Sanitary Inspectors under Article 19 of the Sani-
tary Officers Order, 1922, The routine and special work of
the Sanitary Inspectors under the Order has been shown
in Tables Nos. 656 and 66, and the figures given in these
tables include the work in connection with special Acts such
as the Rats and Mice (Destruction) Act, 1919. The Public
Health Department supervises the removal of house refuse
in Plumstead where this work is carried out by a firm of
contractors. In Eltham and Woolwich, removal of house
refuse is done by direct labour by the Borough Council and
is under the supervision of the Works Department.

The sanitary staff consists of one Chief Inspector, seven
District Inspectors, one Food and Drugs Inspector, one
Woman Inspector, two part-time Health Visitors and Sani-
tary Inspectors, and one Inspector who is entirely engaged
on the housing survey work and on special investigations.

Inspection of Premises where Food is prepared. Three
Sanitary Inspectors regularly inspect the market places where
food is exposed for sale at all periods of the day, and main-
tain a systematic supervision of the slaughter-houses. The
District Inspectors keep under observation food exposed
for sale in the district, and include in this supervision the
inspection of fried fish shops, bakehouses and premises where
ice-cream is made or sold. 192 inspections of bakehouses
were made compared with 171 for 1922, Reference is made
in subsequent paragraphs to the condition under which fried
fish is sold and ice-cream made and sold. There are 104
premises other than those already mentioned where food
is prepared and/or sold, and 531 inspections of these were
made during the year,

Vendors of Fried Fish. At the end of the year there were 71
premises where the frying of fish was carried out. This is an
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increase of two on the previous year. The popular demand
for fried fish appears to be increasing, and it is important
that conditions under which trade of this description is
carried out should be adequately inspected. It is difficult to
understand why many persons handling this commodity
should be indifferent to cleanliness, personal and environ-
mental. 320 inspections were made and 47 notices served,

Ice-Cream Vendors. There was a reduction in the number
of persons selling ice-cream in the Borough. During the
summer it was found that there were 188 vendors of this
commodity compared with 224 in 1922. The mild summer
may account for the diminution of this number. The number
of inspections made was 557.

In concise form is given below statistics relating to pre-
mises where food is prepared or sold.

TABLE No. 71.
| {:]gle??giiﬁi?.l Inspections.| Notices. | Prosecutions
!
Bakehouses = 46 | 192 28 —
Cowsheds i 11 40 — —
Milkshops i 80 239 19 =
Ice Cream Premises 158 557 eyl =
Blaughter-houses , . 8 29 1 —
Fried Fish Shops.. 71 320 47 e
Premises where food
is prepared
(otherthanuabove) 104 531 14 —
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Unsound Food. On 54 occasions during the year unsound
food was surrendered, compared with 59 in 1922. Included
in the food surrendered were 14 cwt. of Beef; 6 cwt. of
Mutton ; § ewt. of Pork ; 133 stone Fish ; 40 tins of Fish ;
75 tins of condensed milk ; 6 stone of Dates; 7 cwt. of
Potatoes ; 108 lbs. of Plums:; 100 1bs. of Onions; 35 lbs.
of jellied sweets. The number of carcases condemned on
account of tuberculosis was three—one pig and two bullocks.
No intimation was received during the year that farmers
in the district had purchased unsound food for the food of
cattle. One seizure was made consisting of 2} 1bs, of tomatoes.
The Public Health Committee, having regard to all the cir-
cumstances, resolved that a caution be sent to the vendor
intimating that in the event of a repetition of the offence
proceedings would be instituted.

Food Poisoning. There were no cases of food poisoning
brought to the notice of the Department during the year.

Number and Condition of Slaughterhouses, Registered or
Licensed. In tabular form below is shewn the number of
slaughterhouses licensed in 1914 and in January and Decem-
ber, 1923, These premises have been regularly inspected.
There is no public abattoir in the Borough.

TABLE No. 72,

SLAUGHTERHOUSES,
In In In

1914.  January, 1923. December, 1923.
Registered .. - - -
Licensed &4 12 8 8
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Arrangements for Disinfeetion and Disinfestation
and the extent of their use,

Disinfection. The Council’s Disinfecting Station is situated
in White Hart Road and two steam disinfectors are provided.
The disinfecting staff numbers three. The following Table
shews the various rooms and articles disinfected during the
year,

TABLE No. 73.

Rooms disinfected after ordinary fevers .. o) 469
v e tuberculosis r o J08
4 - verminous cases .. i 28
. g for other reasons .. i 103
Total articles disinfected E3 s g PP !y

Applications for special disinfection, not associated with
notifiable infectious diseases, are considered and earried out
at the expense of the applicant. The total amount received
from this source was £14 1s. 0d., 52 disinfections being carried
out,

Disinfestation. The number of children attending the
Cleansing Station is for practical purposes the same as 1922,
the decrease from previous years being due to the policy of
the London County Council in treating slight verminous
cases at their Minor Ailment Centres. It would, however,
be more gratifying to be able to report a consistent and
permanent diminution in the number of children attending
the Station by reason of the parents being more active in
keeping their children clean and wholesome,

The following Table shews the extent to which the Station
has been used each year since 1919 :—
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TABLE No. 74.

CHILDREN. ADULTS.

Grand
'- | Total.

Year. | Boys. | Girls. | Total. | Males. | Females| Total.
1919 1919 1816 8735 13 8 AR 3756
1920 1955 1678 3633 23 6 29 3662
1921 1219 1112 2331 26 6 32 2363
1922 394 1493 1887 9 i 16 1903
1923 980 | 1781 | 2011 18 1 19 2080

Action taken with regard to Dairies, Cowsheds and Milk-
shops. In accordance with the provisions of the Milk and
Dairies (Amendment) Act, 1922, two registers of purveyors
of milk are maintained, one restricted to retail purveyors
and the other to wholesale purveyors and producers who do
not sell milk by retail. In tabular from below is shewn the
alterations which took place in the registers during the

year :—

Retail.  Wholesale,  Total.
On registers on lst January 81 8 89
Removed during the year .. 20 - 20
Added during the year .. 20 1 21
On registers on 31st December 81 9 90

During the year your Medical Officer inspected the premises
of all persons on the registers, and only in one case did he
report a vendor for removal from the register, on the ground
that the premises were unsuitable, and that the public health
was likely to be endangered. In this case formal notice was
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served on the vendor who attended at a meeting of the Health
Committee and undertook to cease selling milk. He has
carried out this undertaking. The other cases shewn in the
Table relate mainly to transfers or persons voluntarily ceasing
to sell milk,

There were three applications under the Milk (Special
Designations) Order, 1922, two being from one- firm who
desired to be licensed for the sale of Certified and Grade
“ A" milk. These applications were granted.

All the dairies and milkshops in the Borough have been
regularly inspected during the year.

There are 11 cowsheds in the Borough (compared with 12
in the previous year), in which there are 401 milch cows.
These cowsheds are subject to annual licensing by the Lon-
don County Couneil.

Action taken under the Sale of Food and Drugs Acts and
the Milk and Cream Regulations, 1912-17, Table No. 75
gshews the number of the various analyses made during the
year and the result of the analyses.

The precentage of adulterated samples, 5°3 per cent. com-
pares with 6 per cent. and 3'9 per cent. in the preceding two
years.

The number of samples taken on Sundays was 24, none
of which were adulterated.
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TABLE No. 78.

REPORT ON ADMINISTRATION IN CONNECTION
WITH THE PUBLIC HEALTH (MILK & CREAM)
REGULATIONS, 1912-1917. x

Report for the year ended 31st December, 1923,

1.—Milk and Cream not sold as ‘‘ Preserved Cream.”

|
. |
N;l;ﬁ:suf Nl;:ﬁ?:ﬁ e Percentage i
exa;nmed preservative and Nature of | :
or — preservative Action taken.
st o i | U
?I;.tiva be present. e i
Milk .. 184 Nil — —
Cream. .| ] ] ‘39 boric acid | Informal sample
| '54 {;{) B 1] L] L1
499 » | Explanation asked
for and accepted
AB% . 2 Informal
' L Explanation asked
for and accepted

9.—Cream sold as Preserved Cream :

(@) Instances in which samples have been sub-
mitted to analyst to ascertain if the state-
ments on the label as to preservatives were
correct ..

(i) Correct statements made
(ii) Imcorrect statements made

(iii) Percentage of Preservative
found in each sample :

‘229,

3%

;o 2
- @ 2

‘ =

Percentage stated
on statutory label:
In each case *“ Not

exceeding 0°47%,.
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(b) Determinations made of milk fat in eream sold
as Preserved Cream :—

(i) About 35 per cent .. s i 2
(ii) Below 35 per cent .. i Wik -

(¢) Instances where (apart from analysis) the re-
quirements as to labelling or declaration of
Preserved Cream in Article V (1) and the
proviso in Article V (2) of the Regulations
have not been observed .. & o DR

(d) Particulars of each case in which the Regu-
lations have not been complied with, and

action taken .. i 1 55 v Nl
3. Thickening substances -p e e sk s
4, Other observations (if any) ' L F SO . |

Action taken with regard to Smoke Abatement. During
the year 10 complaints were received from persons other
than Sanitary Inspectors. 37 observations of smoke nui-
sances were made by the various District Inspectors during

the year.

Mosquitoes, During May many complaints were received
from persons living in Abbey Wood that they were being
troubled by swarms of mosquitoes, that children were being
bitten and that the health of the inhabitants of the districts
was endangered thereby. Investigations were made and it
was found that the mosquito causing the trouble was of the
culicine variety. No specimens of the malaria mosquito
(anopheline) were discovered. The area in which the com-
plaints were received is near the Plumstead Marshes and
also in the vicinity of a large allotment area. On many of
the allotments an improvised type of well had been sunk

I
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at depths varying from 9 to 15 feet. On other allotments
open tanks were used for the temporary deposit of water.
The area therefore was eminently suitable for the breeding
of mosquitoes. When investigations were made it was found
that many of these wells, and many of the stagnant pools of
water were teeming with mosquito larvae, in addition to
which a number of barrels were found containing a quantity
of water and full of larvae. I immediately communi-
cated with the allotment associations and with the owner
of the barrels, and allocated two Inspectors to supervise the
area, Leaflets were prepared and circulated through the
agency of the schools, setting forth the best methods of dealing
with breeding places of mosquitoes. 1 also communicated
with the Borough Engineer with respect to the ditches on
the marshes that were under his control. Everybody who
could help in this matter did so, and as a result conditions’
considerably improved. It was found that the use ot paraffin
sprayed over ditches was only effective for about a week and
it was necessary therefore to see that the spraying was re-
newed,



SECTION VIII.

131

PUBLIC HEALTH STAFF.

The names, qualifications, and year of appointment of

members of the Health Staff at the 31st December, 1923,
are shewn below in the form requested by the Ministry of
Health. The nursing and domestic staff of the Home for
Ailing Babies is not included.

Qualifications.

Year
appoint- Name,
ed.
11918 | Mackenzie, R.
|
11921 | Blackmore, F. J. C. ...
119283 | Topping, A.
i
1801 | Smith, Sir W. R.
1890 I Duck, A. G.
*1896 | Little, W.
|
*1897 | Wood, W.
*1808 | Potter, A, G,
*¥1901 | Tedham, W.
#1004 Puwa]],T.l

' M.A., M.D., D.P.H.

| M.D.,

Appointment.

i ————

#

...| M.B,, Ch.B., D.P.H:

M.R.CS, L.R.C.P,

D.Se., D.P.H,
L.L.D,, F.R.S. (Edin.)

F.B8.I1.A. Cert. Royal

San.Inst., Cert. Meat

and other foods

Cert. Royal San. Inst.,
Cert. Meat and other
foods

.| Cert. Royal San. Inst....

.| Cert. Royal Ban. Inst....

..., Cert. Royal San. Inst.,

Cert. Meat and other
foods

.| Cert. Royal San. Inst.,

Cert. Meat and other
foods

.. Assistant Medical Offi-

cer of Health for
|  Maternity and Child
| Welfare

: Assistant Medieal Offi-

cer of Health and
Tuberculosis Officer

..., Assistant Medieal Offi-

cer (General Pur-
poses)
Publie Analyst
(Part time)

Chief Sanitary Inspec-
tor

| Sanitary Inspector
Sanitary Inspector
Sanitary Inspector
Sanitary Inspector

Sanitary Inspector

18
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Year
appoint-
ed.

Name,

Qualifications.

Appointment.

*1909

*1920

*1921

%1922

#1004

11917

*11918

11919

1919

#1919

11920

Shaw, H. ...

Pendrill, H. W.

Harris, C. V.

Couch, C....

Farrugia, Mrs. A.

Latham, Miss K.

Garside, Mrs. M.

Burnett, Miss W.

Tibbits, Miss E.

Ware, Miss C.

...| Cert. Royal San. Inst.,

Cert.San. Insp. Exam.
Board, Cert. San.
Insp. Assoen., Cert.
‘Meatand other foods

Cert. San. Insp. Exam.
Board, Cert. Meat
and other foods

| Cert. San. Insp. Exam.

Board, Cert. Royal

and other foods

..| Cert. San, Insp. Exam.

Board, Cert. Royal
and other foods

..| Cert. San. Insp. Exam.
1 Board, Cert. Royal

San. Inst.

.| Cert. San. Insp. Exam.

“. Board., Cert. Royal

| San. Inst.,, C.MB.
| HealthVisitors'Cert.,
| Cert. approved by
| Board of Eduecation

..., Cert. San. Insp. Exam.

Board,C.M.B.,Health
Visitors’ Certificate

.| Cert. San., Insp. Exam.

Board, C.M.B. Health
Visitors' Diploma,
Cert. approved by
Board of Eduecation

. Cert. San. Insp. Exam.

Board, Health Visi
tors’ Diploma, Cert.
approved by Board
of Education

..., Cert. San, Insp. Exam.

Board., C.M.B., Cert.
approved by Board
of Eduecation

Campbell, Miss M. ...| Cert, General Hospital

Training, C. M. B,,
Cert. San.Insp.Exam
Board

' Sanitary Inspector

| Sanitary Inspector

Sanitary Inspector

San. Inst., Cert. Meat |

 Sanitary Inspector

San.Inst., Cert. Meat |

| Woman Sanitary In-
spector

Health Visitor

Health Visitor and
Sanitary Inspector

Health Visitor

Health Visitor

Health Visitor and
Sanitary Inspector

Health Visitor
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Year
appoint- Name, Qualifications. Appointment.
ed.
11920 | Morgan, Miss F. .| Cert. General Hospital | Health Visitor
Training, C. M. B,,
Health Visitors'Cert.
Maternity and Child
Welfare Cert.
11922 | Seccombe, Miss W. ..., Cert. General Hospital | Health Visitor
|  Training, C. M. B,
- |  Health Visitors’ Cert.
11921 | Castledine, Mrs. L. ..., Cert. General Hospital | Tnbereu!osis Visitor
Training
11921 | Hunter, Miss M. ... Cert. San. Insp. Exam. | Tuberculosis Visitor
Board.C.M.B.,Health
Visitors' Diploma
11921 | Mahony, Miss N. .| Cert. General Hospital | Tuberculosis Visitor
Training, Health
Visitors’ Cert.
11928 | Luffman, Miss M. ...| Dispensing Certificate | Clerk-Dispenser
11922 | Morrison, Mrs. L, - .| Lay Organiser
11921 | Cross, Miss S. .| Cert. General Hospital | Matron, Home for Ail-

Training, C.M.B.

ing Babies

Child Welfare Scheme.

Britter, A.
Smith, H. S.

Collyer, H. M.
Prescott, H. T.

Clerks :
Taylor, S. G.

{Stephenson, Miss D.
{Edwards, Mrs. E. (temporary).
Pike, L. (temporary).

Mortuary Keeper :

F. Leason.

The Medical Officer of Health* is Administrative Tuberenlosis
Officer and Executive Officer under the Council’'s Maternity and

* Balary contributions made under Public Health Aets.
{ Balary eontributions made by Exchequer Grants.
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SECTION IX.—HOUSING.

In accordance with the instructions of the Ministry of

Health, the following tabular statement is shewn :—

TABLE No. 79.

Number of new houses erected during the year :—
(@) Total
(b) With State asmst&nﬂa under the Housmg
Acts, 1919 or 1923 :—
(i) By the Local Authority
(ii) By other bodies or persons

1.—Unfit Dwelling Houses.

Inspection,

(1) Total number of dwelling houses inspected for
housing defects (under Public Health or Hous-
ing Acts) .

(2) Number of dwallmg hnuaes whmh were mspﬂct.ed
and recorded under the Housing (Iuspectmn of
District) Regulations, 1910 ..

(3) Number of dwelling houses found to be in a statre
so dangerous or injurious to health as to be unfit
for human habitation

(4) Number of dwelling houses (excluswe of thﬂae

- referred to under the preceding sub-heading)
found not to be in all respects raa.annabl}r fit for
human habitation

i

110

7,229

3,192

10

716

2,— Remedy of Defects without Service of Formal Nattce.s "

Number of defective dwelling houses rendered fit in
consequence of informal action by the Local

Authority or their officers ‘o
* Includes intimation notices,

2,412
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3.—Action under Statutory Powers,

(a) Proceedings under Section 28 of the Housing, Town
Planning, ete. Act, 1919 :—
(1) Number of dwelling houses in respect of

which notices were served requiring repairs 3
(2) Number of dwelling houses which were ren-
dered fit :—
(@) By Owners .. 4

. (b) By Local Authority in defa.u]t of Ownera 0
(3) Number of dwelling houses in respect of
which closing orders became operative in
pursuance of declarations by owners of
intention to close .. - i . 0

(b) Proceedings under Public Health Acts :—
(1) Number of dwelling houses in respect of
which notices were served requiring defects
to be remedied e 1,053
(2) Number of dwelling houses in whmh defec:ta
were remedied :(—
(@) By Owners .. ‘ «s 1,083
(b) By Local Authority in defa.ult of owners 0

(¢) Proceedings under Sections 17 and 18 of the Housing,
Town Planning, ete. Act, 1909 :—
(1) Number of representations made with a view

to the making of closing orders : *13
(2) Number of dwelling houses in respect uf
which closing orders were made . 0

(3) Number of dwelling houses in respect Gf
which closing orders were determined, the

dwelling houses having been rendered fit. . 0
(4) Number of dwelling houses in respect of
which demolition orders were made .. 0

* Underground rooms,
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(5) Number of dwelling houses demolished in
pursuance of demolition orders .. i 0

Housing in the Borough. The housing conditions are
still far from satisfactory, and the number of families requiring
houses does not appear to diminish, but rather inerease, as
the building of new houses does not keep pace with the
normal annual demand, irrespective of making up the arrears
that have accumulated in late years. The average number
of persons per house in Woolwich at the time of the Census
was 5066, Since that date the nett number of additional
houses to June, 1923, was 427, equivalent to 2,163 persons.
The increase in the popualation is given by the Registrar
General as 3,693.

The Council’s new housing scheme progresses slowly. At
the end of 1923, 410 houses had been built and occupied
and an additional 38 were in course of erection. It is pro-
posed to erect an additional 160, but the necessary approval
has not yet been obtained.

Houses are again being built in increasing numbers in
Eltham by private enterprise and 62 were completed during
the year as compared with 30 in 1922 and 10 in 1921.

The number of houses demolished was 30.

Housing Survey. The house-to-house inspection has con-
tinued on the same lines that were instituted in 1920 and
occupies the whole time of one inspector and half the time
of another. This work is known as the housing survey. The
worst areas in the Borough have now been surveyed and
the record cards passed on to the district inspectors. These
records have received attention, and the necessary notices
served for the abatement of the nuisances. The details
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recorded are set out under the headings given in the Housing
(Inspection of District) Regulations, 1910. During the year
a total of 3,192 houses was surveyed and recorded by the
Inspectors engaged in this work compared with 3,987 in
1922, The results of the survey were periodically reported
to the Public Health Committee. The summarised results
for the year are as follows :—

Grade 1.—In such a state by reason of impossibility
to provide adequate light, ventilation, floor
levels, height and size of rooms, and other
defects of construction, as not to be capable
of remedy, and should be on a schedule or
included in an area .. o . o 14

Grade 2.—Unfit for human habitation by reason of
extensive dilapidations and dirty conditions,
but subjective to effective remedy under a .
Closing Order .. s e 5 S 10

Grade 3.—Generally dilapidated, damp, dark, and
dirty, but subject to remedy either under Sec.
28 of the Housing, Town Planning, ete. Act,
1919, or the Public Health (London) Act, 1891 477

Grade 4.—Few defects, capable of being remedied
under the Public Health (London) Act, 1891 1,248

Grade 5.—Satisfactory Sk ik s o» 1,443

Torar, .. 2 4 PR A |

In addition to the details required to be recorded by the
above-mentioned Regulations, a record is made of the number
of persons occupying the houses. This distribution of the
population is shewn below and similar figures from previous
reports are given for comparative purposes.
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TABLE No. 80.

Ycar.

1920
1921
1922
1923

Houses or Tenements. e of D]E;i%ﬁ?y
personsin | built for
: [ excess of | one family Persons | Rooms
With less With more per per
With two two now occu-
than two he | than two ied b House. | person.
porsons | O im, | persons | B . | more than
per room. per room. one family.
2075 333 | 272 437 604 5'6 ‘83
2145 298 357 + 864 697 55 ‘87
3384 871 | 282 | 890 1809 53 ‘94
2708 280 204 i 325 713 54 | 96
l

Unhealthy Areas. No areas have been represented under
Part I of the Housing Act, 1890, and no complaints that
areas are unhealthy have been made,

ACTION TAKEN UNDER THE HOUSING ACTS,
1909 and 1919,

As far as houses were concerned, no action was taken under
the Housing Act, 1909, during the year, but five houses were
dealt with in accordance with the provisions of Section 28
of the Housing, Town Planning, etc. Act, 1919. At the end
of the year the necessary repairs had been satisfactorily
completed in four cases. In the other case the work had been
started, In December, your Medical Officer drew the atten-
tion of the Committee to 13 cases where underground rooms
were illegally occupied. Having regard to the present housing
difficulties and to the sanitary conditions of these rooms, it
was resolved to take no action in seven cases, With regard
to the other six cases, as the Council meeting was in January,
1924, the action taken must, for the purposes of this report,
be shewn as pending at the end of the year.
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TABLE No. 81.
Date of Date of
representa- Premises, Closing Remarks.,
tion. Order.
1923. 1923.
Feb. 9 ..| 14 Milward Street .. — House rendered fit
July 28 ..| 21 Morris Street .. — | Do.
Sept. 21 ..| 63 Earl Street ool — :. Repairs commenced
Oct. 19 ..| 90 Maxey Road .. — ‘ House rendered fit
Dec. 14 ..| 102 Wickham Lane | —_ I Do.
Dec. 14 ..| 5 Nelson SBtreet . | — | Underground room :
I Action pending at
'\ end of year
Deec. 14 ..| 97 Band Btreet . : — Do.
Dec. 14 ..| 107 Parkdale Road. ‘ = Deo.
Dec. 14 ..| “Melladew,” High ot ar Do.
Street, Eltham

Dec. 14 ..| 12 Fenwick Etraat..‘ —_— ' Do.
Dec. 14 ..| 28 Sladedale Road,.| — Do.

—e

New Houses. Water certificates were granted during the
year for the following new houses erected in the Borough ;—

- Council’s Housing Scheme,

Eltham o o gt 44 P March 9th,
54 e April 13th.
8 oy June 15th.
Private Enterprise.
WooLwicH n o Nil —
PromsteEAD, WEST—
The Grange, Brent Road .. ol April 13th,

The Bungalow, Waldstock Road .. September 31st.
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82a Plumstead Common Road

October 19th,

Yardman’s Cottage, rear of 1 Conduit Rd. October 19th.
House over Garage in Shrewsbury Park November 16th.

PLuMSTEAD, EAST—

The Rise, Bostall Hill i
Argyle Villa, Southland Road

56, 58, 60 and 62 Howarth Road ..

50, 52 and 54 Howarth Road

ELTHAM—

55 Westmount Road e
Claremont, Westmount Road
18 Glenesk Road

20 Glenesk Road

14 Glenlyon Road ..
Kashmir, Glenesk Road

Orchard Corner, Westmount Road

Budleigh, Westmount Road ,
Glendover, Westmount Road
114 Westmount Road

116 Westmount Road .h
Temperley, Glenesk Road ..
Beaucourt, Westmount Road
61 Westmount Road

118 Westmount Road

120 Westmount Road

20 Glenesk Road ..

Le Nid, Glenlea Road
Avilion, Glenlea Road

79 Westmount Road

154 Westmount Road
Sobroad, Glenlea Road
Sidlands, Glenlea Road

September 21st.
November 16th,
November 16th.
December 14th.

January 12th,
do.
do.
do.
do.
do,
do. .

February 9th.
do.

March 5th.
do,
do.
do.

April 13th.
do.
do.
do.

May 11th.
do.
do.
do.
do.

June 15th,















