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Of the deaths attributed to cancer 45 were of males and 63 females ; 11 were of
persons under 45 years, 57 were aged from 45 to 65 years, and the remaining 40 were
of persons aged 65 years and upwards, 14 being over 7b years but under 85 years.
In addition some 16 deaths were given as the result of malignant diseases and sarcoma.
Doubtless some deaths due to cancer are included amongst those attributed to malig-
nant disease. The death-rate due to cancer was 1-0 as compared with 0-82 in 1923,
0-87 in 1921, 0-91 in 1920, 0-93 in 1919, 0-95 in 1918, and 1-1in 1917. Eleven persons,
8 of them males, died from appendicitis, and 1 person, a male, died from peritonitis.

No deaths were attributed to alcoholism, but there were 3 deaths, all of males,
from cirrhosis of the liver.

Of the deaths from violence, 37 were of males and 18 females. They were again
below the average. Through accident or negligence 29 males and 15 females lost
their lives. These included 9 from street accidents, 5 from burns and scalds and
15 through falls, mostly amongst old people. There was 1 case of homicide, and 11
persons, 8 of them males, committed suicide. Two infants were suffocated in bed.
The decrease in the mortality from this cause has been commented upon in previous
reports. It has been a characteristic of the years since 1915 ; and when the average
mortality from this cause during the past five years, which is less than 3, is contrasted
with the average for the five years 1893 to 1897, which is a little over 30, the result
so far as this particular cause of death is concerned cannot be regarded as other than
highly satisfactory.

DEATHS IN PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS.

‘The number and distribution of the deaths of persons belonging and not belonging
to the Borough in the public institutions situate in Shoreditch are as set out in the
subjoined table :(—

Persons Persons not
Institution. i belonging to belonging to | Total.
Shoreditch. Shoreditch. |
Holborn Institution ... 6 132 138
St. Leonard's Hospital o 475 4 479
Royal Chest Hospital ... | 17 45 62
Home of Good Shepherd ... 7 '1 7
Convent Hospital 1 ‘ 2 3
Totals: 0 | o8 T ae 689
.

Elsewhere than in public institutions 8 persons not belonging to Shoreditch
died within the Borough.
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age period. Allowing for errors in diagnosis, the mortality was 70 per cent.
Amongst persons over five years of age the mortality was 05, allowing for errors
in diagnosis. The case mortality for the year is the lowest so far recorded for
the Borough.

The usual enguiries were made as to the circumstances attending the occurrence
of diphtheria in the Borough. With respect to the cases certified during the year,
they were distributed amongst males and females at certain age periods as set out
in the subjoined table :—

&I
Age Period. Male. | Female. ! Total.

Under 1 year il 4 15 ' 19
From 1 to 3 years ... ] 13 5 38
w210 3 years ... | 20 23 43
» o to 4 years ... 19 30 49
» 4 to b years ... 13 12 25
,» B to 10 years 33 41 T4
» 10 to 13 years 19 26 45
Owver 13 years 26 47 72
Totals 168 207 360

In 157 of the cases the patients were children attending school, and in 131 of
these they were at school within a week of being certified as having the disease.
As noted in previous years, there were instances in which the children were at school
whilst suffering from diphtheria, before the nature of their illness was recognised.
In 169 other cases, although the patients themselves were not school-going children,
there were other children in the houses who were. In 36 instances the histories showed
that there had been cases of “* sore throat ' amongst the inmates of the houses in
which the patients resided. In 38 instances there was evidence pointing to infection
from previous cases in the Borough. In 273 instances the houses were occupied by
members of more than one family, in 63 by single families, and in 29 instances the
cases occurred in artisans’ dwellings of the block type. With regard to the samitary
condition of the dwellings, in 233 this was satisfactory, in 46 fairly so, and in 86
it was unsatisfactory, but these figures must not be taken as an indication that a
satisfactory condition is favourable to the occurrence of diphtheria in houses ; their
significance has been referred to in previous reports.

The cases certified as diphtheria in the Metropolis numbered 10,389, the attack
rate being 23 per 1,000. The deaths numbered 602 and the death-rate was 0-13
per 1,000 population, the case-mortality being 58 per cent.

ENTERIC FEVER.

The cases certified numbered four, being at the rate of 0-03 per 1,000 population.
The cases were in Moorfields, Hoxton, Wenlock and Whitmore Wards. The case
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in Hoxton Ward, that of a boy aged fourteen, terminated fatally. The other cases
were amongst females.  One of these was a nurse aged 29 employed in St. Leonard's
Hospital. The case in Wenlock Ward was regarded by the Hospital Authorities
as being one of Paratyphoid, B. The boy who died is said to have eaten cockles
about ten days before he began to feel unwell. With regard to the other cases
nothing was ascertained throwing light upon the source of the disease.

ERYSIPELAS.

The cases certified as erysipelas numbered 60, with three deaths.
The cases and deaths amongst males and females in the Borough and its eight
Wards were distributed as set out below : —

ERYSIPELAS.

Ward, CasEs CERTIFIED. FaTaL Casks,

Male. |Female.| Total. | Male. lFem:;le.J Total.

Moorfields

2 3 b
Church 4 8 12 | 1 1
Hoxton ... i} 20 8 1 1
Wenlock ... 6 4 [ TS TSN
Whitmore 9 1 10 | N | e
Kingsland 2 4 fi
Haggerston 3 -
Acton ... 1 5 (] 1 1
Totals for Borough ... 30 30 60 1 g 3
|

The deaths from erysipelas were at the rate of 0:02 per 1,000 inhabitants, and
5 per cent. of the cases certified terminated fatally.

Pyemia and septicemia (blood poisoning) caused the deaths of 5 males and
3 females, and infective endocarditis caused the deaths of 3 males and 3 females.

PUERPERAL FEVER.

Seven cases were certified, none of which terminated fatally, The cases certified
were at the rate of 25 per 1,000 births, as compared with 31 in 1922, 2:0 in 1921,
29 in 1920, 1'3 in 1919, 1'T in 1918, 1'8 in 1917 and 170 in 1916. The cases
certified in the Metropolis during 1923 were at the rate of 39 per 1,000 births.

DIARRHI(EA.

Fourteen deaths were attributed to diarrhcea and 19 to enteritis. Most of
them occurred during August, September and October. They did not appreciably
affect the death rate during the summer and autumn months. Of the deaths from
diarrheea 10 were of infants under one year, 3 of children aged from one to two
years, and one was of a person aged from 45 to 55 years. Of the deaths from enteritis,
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17 were of infants under one year, one of a child aged from one to two years, and
one of a person aged between 25 and 35 years. Excluding deaths from enteritis
the death-rate was 0-13 per 1,000 population ; including such deaths in children
under two years the mortality was at the rate of 0-30 per 1,000 population. The
deaths from diarrhoea amongst infants under one year were at the rate of 4-9 per
1,000 births ; including deaths from enteritis under one year this rate was increased
to 109 per 1,000 births,

Enquiries were made with a view to the prevention of the spread of infec-
tion, but hardly any cases came under observation. The disease was much less
prevalent than usual.

The deaths from diarrhoea and enteritis in children under two years in the
Metropolis numbered 936 the death-rate being 0-20 per 1,000 population, or 10-2 per
1,000 births,

MEASLES.

The deaths numbered 23 as compared with 84 in 1922, 18 in 1921, 50 in 1920,
12in 1919, 72in 1918, 139 in W17, 33 in 1916 and 67 in 1915, being below the average
for recent years.  Nine were of males, and fourteen females, and they were all amongst
children under five years. The death-rate was 0-21 per 1,000 as compared with
081 in 1922, 0-17 in 1921, 0-49 in 1920, 0-12 in 1919, 0-82 in 1918, 1-567 in 1917 and
0-33 in 1916. Most of the deaths took place during the last month of the year.
Some 38 cases were nursed under arrangement with the District Nursing Association
in connection with which 418 visits were made by the nurses. Of the cases so nursed
two terminated fatally.

The deaths from measles in London numbered 367, as compared with 1,659

in 1922, 241 in 1921, 1,026 in 1920 and 1,359 in 1919. The death-rate for the year
was 0-08 per 1,000 population.

WHOOPING COUGH.

There were 10 deaths from this disease as compared with 27 in 1922, 19 in 1921,
12 in 1920, 2 in 1919, 93 in 1918, 20 in 1917 and 35 in 1916. All the deaths during
1923 were of children under five years. The death-rate was0-09 per 1,000 population,
The deaths in the Metropolis numbered 425 the rate being 0-09 per 1,000 population.

INFLUENZA.

The deaths attributed to influenza numbered 14, five of which were amongst
males, They mostly occurred during the period extending from the middle of
February to the middle of April. The mortality was heaviest in the second week
of March.

The deaths during recent years are given in the report for last year.

TYPHUS FEVER.

There is no reason for believing that any cases occurred in Shoreditch, nor
were any notified elsewhere in the Metropolis.
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TUBERCULOSIS.

Tuberculosis (Appendix, Table V, Nos. 29 to 34 inclusive) was given as the
cause of 161 deaths, as compared with 182 in 1922, 172 in 1921, 166 in 1920, 209
in 1919, 255 in 1918, 302 in 1917, 302 in 1916 and 328 in 1915. The deaths are
the smallest number so far recorded for the Borough, but they accounted for nearly
12 per cent. of the total mortality during the year. They include 32 of persons
who were not certified under the tuberculosis regulations in Shoreditch. They were
at the rate of 1-5 per 1,000 inhabitants, the rate being highest in Haggeston, and
lowest in Kingsland, 208 and 0-95 respectively.

The deaths from tuberculosis of the lungs numbered 139, nine less than in 1992,
The majority of the deaths were of persons aged from 25 to 65 years. The deaths
of males numbered 75 as compared with 64 for females. The deaths from pulmonary
tuberculosis were at the rate of 1-3 per 1,000 population. The rate was highest
in Haggerston, and lowest in Kingsland, being 1-72 and 0-66 respectively.

The deaths from tuberculosis in the Metropolis numbered 5,034, the death-rate
being 1-1 per 1,000, and of these 4,237 were attributed to tuberculosis of th{: respiratory
system, giving a death-rate of 0-9 per 1,000 population.

A summary of the notifications received under the tuberculosis regulations
is contained in Table VIII and the distribution of the cases according to age periods
and localities is shown in Table IT (Appendix). There were 259 cases of tuberculosis
certified, being at the rate of 2+4 per 1,000 population as compared with 2-7in 1922,
2-5 in 1921, and 3:0 per 1,000 in 1920. In proportion to the population the cases
certified were most numerous in Hoxton, and least in Kingsland, being 36 per 1,000
in the former as compared with 1-0 in the latter Ward. The cases certificd as
pulmonary tuberculosis numbered 228, and were at the rate of 2-1 per 1,000 population
as compared with 2-1 in 1922, 2-1 in 1921, and 2-8 in 1920. The notifications of
pulmonary tuberculosis were most numerous in Hoxton and least in Kingsland Ward,
being 3-1 per 1,000 in the former as compared with 0-8 in the latter. Dr. McFarland’s
report on the work of the Tuberculosis Dispensary for 1923 is appended (pp. 54-56).
The figures indicate much valuable work.  The report of the Hon. Secretary,
Miss Wragge, upon the useful work of the Tuberculosis Care Committee shows that
the Committee met on 18 occasions and dealt with 222 cases. Of these, 184 were
sent by the London County Council for institutional treatment and others were
helped by various agencies to obtain extra nourishment and clothing, admission to
voluntary homes, insurance benefit, work, and in other ways. During the year
some 48 of the cases under the observation of the Committee terminated fatally.

The removals to hospitals, sanatoria, and other institutions were more numerous
than the cases notified during the year (Table II, p. 36). They included cases certi-
fied in previous years. Of the deaths from consumption belonging to Shoreditch,
approximately 55 per cent. occurred in public institutions, 32 per cent. taking place
in St. Leonard's Hospital,
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OPHTHALMIA NEONATORUM.

The certificates received numbered 108, and they related to 78 cases. This is
an increase of 13 on the number for 1922. There were also some 63 other cases of
inflamed eyes in infants which were brought to our notice by the Medical Officer of
Health, London County Council, but not formally notified. They were all kept
under observation by the Health Visitors to ensure proper treatment. Of the cases
certified, 28 were of a severe type, but in all there was recovery without impairment
of vision. Omne child, whilst suffering from ophthalmia neonatorum, died from other
causes. Many of the cases were treated at Moorfields Eye Hospital, the Queen’s,
the Metropolitan, St. Bartholomew’s, and St. Leonard's Hospitals. Five cases
were removed to St, Margaret's Hospital, an institution of the Metropolitan Asylums
Board especially provided for the treatment of this disease, mothers as well as the
infants being admitted when necessary. Twenty-one of the cases were dealt with
under nurses from the local district Nursing Association, some 538 visits being made
in connection with them. The cases certified in Shoreditch were at the rate of 275
per 1,000 births as compared with 8-3 for London as a whole, more than three times
as great.

EPIDEMIC CEREBRO-SPINAL MENINGITIS.

Two cases were certified, one a boy aged 4 months died in the Queen's Hospital
on April 14th. He was taken ill on January 12th. The meningococcus of cerebro-
spinal fever was found in the cerebro-spinal fluid. The other case, a girl aged
10 months, was admitted to St. Bartholomew's Hospital, and was certified on
May 5th. This case recovered. A girl, aged between two and five years, died from
this discase also, but the case was not recognised during life.

Six deaths were certified to have been due to meningitis other than tuberculous,
four in infants under 12 months. So far as could be ascertained, there was no
reason for regarding any of them as having been caused by the meningococcus of
cercbro-spinal fever. During the year some 71 cases were certified in London, and
57 deaths were attributed to meningococcal meningitis.

ACUTE ANTERIOR POLIOMYELITIS.

One case was certified on February 23rd, the patient being a male infant ten
months old. He was noticed to be ailing for about a week at the beginning of
February. He subsequently came under observation at one of the Council’s Welfare
Centres, and the mother was directed to take him to the Mildmay Mission Hospital,
where he was admitted on February 22nd. In the Metropolis there were notified
117 cases, the majority during the latter part of the year, and there were thirteen
deaths.

GLANDERS, ANTHEAX AND HYDROPHOBIA.

On the morning of April 25th information was received from the Metropolitan
Hospital that a young man aged 32, residing in Shoreditch, had died from anthrax.
Inquiry showed that he had been handling bales of horsehair from Russia, the last
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In addition some 716 specimens were examined in connection with the work
of the tuberculosis dispensary at the Royal Chest Hospital, City Road.

DISINFECTION.

The premises disinfected numbered 943 ; the articles removed and disinfected
at the Borough Disinfecting station totalled 22,382, and included 890 beds, 1,051
mattresses, 1,923 pillows, 586 bolsters and 17,932 others, such as sheets, blankets,
quilts, curtains, carpets, clothing and the like. It was necessary to destroy 1 bed
and 2 pairs of mattresses, which were so dilapidated and contaminated as to make
it inadvisable to return them. These were replaced with new.

During the latter part of the year some 68,100 blankets and 42,000 pieces of
wearing apparel were disinfected for trade purposes.

- THE SHELTER.

The accommodation provided under the Public Health (London) Act, 1891,
Section 60 (4), was in use during the year on one occasion for suspected smallpox
by two families whilst their homes and clothing were being disinfected.

FPUELIC MORTUARY.

The bodies of 174 persons were deposited in the Mortuary, and the inquests
held numbered 156, in connection with which 156 post-mortem examinations were
made, 79 in the post-mortem room attached to the Mortuary. No infectious bodies
were removed to the Mortuary by the Sanitary Authority during the year.

WATER SUPPLY.

The Meteorological Table for London, deduced from observations at Greenwich
under the Astronomer Royal, issued by the Registrar-General for 1923, shows that
the rainfall for the year amounted to 24003 inches, which is slightly above the
average, October was the wettest and June the driest month of the year,

In accordance with Section 49 of the Public Health (London) Act, 1891,
communications were received from the Metropolitan Water Board as to water
supplies being cut off in respect to 65 premises, all of them in the Northern District.
The grounds for withdrawing the supplies were :—On account of defective water
pipes in 40 instances, waste on empty premises 3, by request of the consumer in
2 instances, non-payment of rates in 3, and premises demolished in 17 instances,
Water was also laid on to 31 new premises in the Borough.

No complaints were received as to the quality of the water, nor was there any
reason for suspecting the occurrence of any illness due to consumption of the water.

SANITARY WORK.

Intimations as to insanitary conditions were served in respect to 5,304 premises,
In 578 instances they were dealt with by Inspector Wright, in 560 by Inspector

Chapman, 403 Inspector Sickelmore, 4256 Inspector Thomas, 326 Inspector Shaw,
B
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468 Inspector Molloy, 6564 Inspector Bishop, 619 Inspector Girling, 471 Inspector
Stratton, 419 Inspector Grant, and in 471 under the supervision of Inspector
Walker.

In connection with the work of the Sanitary Inspectors 1,623 letters were
written to owners and others concerned.

Some 47,348 visits of inspection were made by the Inspectors in connection with
some 9,347 premises, which included 7,137 dwellings, 1,476 workshops, besides
factories, laundries, bakehouses, cowsheds and milk vendors’ premises, ice cream
shops, slaughterhouses, places where food is prepared and sold, and other premises.
Nearly 1,200 visits of inspection made in connection with the street markets,
food exposed for sale, stables and stable yards, and common courts and yards, are
included in the total given above. The inspection of 1,619 of the dwellings was the
result of a house-to-house visitation which was in progress during the year by order
of the Sanitary Authority.

In Table IX (Appendix) is contained a Summary giving particulars as to the work
done for the abatement of nuisances and for improving the dwellings of the people
in the Borough, which has been compiled by the Senior Inspector from particulars
supplied by the Sanitary Inspectors. The Summary includes the work carried out
to comply with the provisions of the Factory and Workshops Act, 1901, and also
that done in connection with the drains and sanitary arrangements of new buildings.
Most of the work done was carried out to comply with the requirements stated on
the intimation notices served. Statutory Notices under the Public Health (London)
Act, 1891, were served by order of the Sanitary Authority upon parties responsible
for the abatement of nuisances and for otherwise not complying with the requirements
of the Act in 900 instances. For non-compliance with Statutory Notices and other
infringements of the Acts relating to public health, and of byelaws made thereunder
and other offences, proceedings were taken before the Magistrate in 67 instances.
A Summary is given on page 59 (Appendix) showing the results of these proceedings.

SMOKE NUISANCES.

Twenty-two communications were received from the London County Council
referring to the emission of black smoke from shafts on 9 premises. These were
all duly brought to the notice of the parties responsible. In eleven cases intimations
were served after observation by the Sanitary Inspectors, which were effective
except in one instance. This was reported to the Sanitary Authority and a statutory
notice was served under the Public Health (London) Act, 1891, which resulted
in the abatement of the nuisance.

FUR SKIN DRESSERS.

The number of premises on the Register at the end of the year was four, the
business at 34, Anning Street having been discontinued. Some 13 visits of inspection
were made in connection with these premises and three intimations as to insanitary
conditions were given. In one instance a statutory notice was required for cleansing
which was duly complied with.,
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RAG AND BONE DEALERS.

Byelaws made by the London County Council under Section 9 of the London
County Council (General Powers) Act, 1908, for regulating the conduct of the business
of a rag and bone dealer and with respect to premises used for such business, and the
apparatus, utensils and appliances in connection therewith were allowed and confirmed
in September. Seventeen premises to which the byelaws are applicable have been
placed upon the register, which is being kept for the purpose and are now under
observation,

VERMINOUS HOUSES.

The houses in which it was necessary to take measures on account of the presence
of vermin numbered 286, and some 584 rooms were dealt with during the year.
Sanitary notices were served where necessary and the usual steps were taken. Ina
large proportion the cases came under our notice through intimations from the
School Authorities.

During the year the homes of some 163 children, 37 boys and 126 girls, notified
as verminous by the School Medical Officer, were reported with a view to the homes
and bedding, where necessary, being dealt with by the Sanitary Authority on the
children being cleansed and their clothing disinfected at the cleansing stations of the
London County Council in the neighbourhood. Intimations were received that 21
boys and b1 girls had been given the opportunity of being cleansed at the cleansing
stations, that in the cases of 17 boys and 61 girls statutory notices had been served
upon the parents to cleanse the children within 24 hours under Section 122 of the
Children’s Act, 1908, and that in the cases of 1 boy and 20 girls legal proceedings
were pending for non-compliance with the requirements of Statutory Notices under
the Act mentioned. In a number of instances the same children figured more than
once upon the notices and their homes had to be visited and dealt with accordingly.

In practically all the cases reported the homes were visited by the Sanitary
Inspectors, and the following summarises the results obtained :—In 149 the rooms
occupied were satisfactory, varying from fairly clean to very clean, in 9 they were
dirty, in 3 buggy, and in 2 both dirty and buggy. In 144 the bedding was clean,
or fairly so, in 10 it was dirty, in 6 bugs were noticed, and in 2 it was both dirty and
buggy. In 1 instance evidence of lice was observed in the bedding. In this case
the bedding was also dirty and otherwise verminous. In two of the houses
evidence of poverty was marked. There were in addition to the foregoing 8 cases
in which the addresses were erroneous, and in some instances the forms received
related to non-residents in the Borough ; these were duly forwarded to their proper
destination.

Evidence of lice was found in the bedding in 06 per cent. of the cases investigated,

Ansing out of the visits of the Sanitary Inspectors in connection with the cases

reported by the School Medical Officer some 9 sanitary notices were served upon
B2
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Early in the year 12 flats (3, 4 and 5-roomed) erected by the London County
Council on the corner of Whiston Street and Goldsmith Row came into occupation,
and later on in the year 30 flats (2, 3 and 4-roomed) built for the Shoreditch
Borough Council also became occupied. In connection with the latter, Nos. 55,
57, 59 and 61, Pritchards Row—4-roomed cottages—were demolished, their sites
being required for the erection of some of the flats. Nos. 11 and 12, Hutley Place,
which were in a very dilapidated condition, becoming empty, remained so at the
end of the year.

The houses let in lodgings or occupied by members of more than one family
on the register at the end of the year numbered 296, two having been added to and
onc struck off the Register. Some 1,447 visits of inspection were made in connection
with these houses, 215 intimations were served, and 113 statutory notices.

As the result of a special inquiry during the year it was found that the number
of basements in the Borough used for dwelling purposes was 4,229 ; in 423 of these
the ceilings were at or below ground level, in 825 the width of the area did not
exceed 3 feet, and in 996 the width did not exceed 4 feet.

FACTORY AND WORKSHOP' ACT, 1901.

The number of workshops, exclusive of bakehouses, on the register at the end
of the year was 1,475. Of these 143 had been added, 128 having been removed.
A classification of the workshops registered is contained in the summary of proceed-
ings under the Act which is appended. Some 2,137 visits of inspection were made
in connection with workshops and 372 to factories.

Two communications were received from the factory inspectors relative to the
establishment of 48 new workshops in the Borough. As the result of inspection 37
were found in a satisfactory condition, and 1 was not in use. With regard to the
remainder sanitary notices were necessary ; in 9 instances for cleansing, and 1 for
proper and separate w.c. accommodation.

Thirty-nine written intimations were received from the factory inspector relating
to insanitary conditions and infringements of the law as to public health in connection
with 21 factories and 18 workshops. The chief insanitary conditions to which the
factory inspector directed attention were: dirty conditions of walls and ceilings
in 24, defective and insufficient w.c. accommodation in 10, w.c.’s not properly screened
in 6, smoke nuisance in 1, accumulation of rubbish in 1, and in one instance attention
was directed to the unfitness of premises for use as a workshop.

Including those brought under the notice of the department by the factory
inspector 439 workshops were dealt with, 430 sanitary notices being served upon
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the parties responsible for their proper sanitary upkeep. The following is an abstract
of the sanitary work carried out to comply with these notices . —

Premises cleansed throughout ... 104 Soil and vent pipes dealt with 4

5 partially ... 114 Water-closets newly constructed 36
Number of rooms cleansed ... 326 i repaired, etc. ... 238
Walls, floors, sashes, etc., re- & obstructions

paired ... R 7 A removed I i
Light and ventilation improved 2  Sinks, eftc.,, cleansed and re-
Roofs, guttering, etc., repaired... 162 paired ... e 10
Overcrowding abated ... Sk Sink traps provid e 3
Water reinstated or improved... 1  Sculleries, yards, etc., paving
Drains newly constructed g | repaired A

. reconstructed ... ... 3  Sculleries, yards, etc., cleansed

,» Tepaired, etc. ... zes, Bl or limewashed . BO

. ohstructions removed ... 16  Dust receptacles provided ... 23
Urinals cleansed, ete. ... ... 5  Foul accumulations removed ... 22

The number of factories under observation for insanitary conditions during the
year was 61, and in connection with them some 61 sanitary notices were served.
The work carried out to comply with these notices included the cleansing and repairing
of water-closets in 61 instances, the provision of new drains in 2, the construction
of new water-closets in 15, the removal of obstructions from drains and water-
closets in 5 instances, besides several other matters, Limewashing of factories can
only legally be dealt with by the factory inspector, but defects in connection with
the sanitary arrangements in factories are matters within the province of the sanitary
authority.

During the year 65 lists of out-workers were received from employers in the
Borough, 37 in the first and 28 in the second half-year. Those for the first half-
year are due in February, for the second in August. These lists contained the names
of 787 out-workers, of whom 608 were not residents in Shoreditch. The addresses
of those non-resident were forwarded to the sanitary authorities of the districts to
which they belonged. Communications were received from various sanitary
authorities relating to some 1,701 out-workers, and of these 22 were residents in
other Boroughs, and their addresses were duly forwarded to the authorities concerned.
A table is given in the Appendix showing the numbers of addresses of out-workers
received from the sanitary authorities referred to during 1923.

The number of out-workers reported was 2,488 and of these some 1,866 were
residents in Shoreditch. These figures are below the average for the past five
years, and they show a decrease as compared with those for 1922.

As pointed out in previous reports, In NUILErous instances names and addresses
of out-workers are duplicated owing to lists being sent in twice a year, and in some
cases the same out-workers are employed by more than one firm, so that the numbers
given above must not be taken as representing the actual numbers of individual
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out-workers. Tables are appended showing the distribution of out-workers as regards
trades in the Borough. Most of them are engaged in work connected with the making
of wearing apparel, artificial flowers, paper bags and boxes, and brushes.

Some 1,041 visits of inspection were made to places where home-work was being
carried on, and in connection with these 169 sanitary notices were served. The
cases of notifiable infectious disease occurring at out-workers’ premises numbered 36
and included 14 of scarlet fever, 15 diphtheria and 7 pneumonia. The usual steps
were taken in connection with them by the officers of the sanitary authority.

MATERNITY AND CHILD WELFARE.

The notified births numbered 2,276, and there were in addition some T4 still
births. Of the notifications, 1,546 were received from registered midwives practising
in the Borough. In addition, 219 hirths occurring in institutions outside Shore-
ditch were notified on forms sent in weekly by the London County Council. In-
cluding these, the live births notified during the year were approximately 88 per
cent. of the number registered during the year as compared with 88 in 1922, 98 in
1921, 85 in 1920, and 95 in 1919,

A summary of the work of the doctors and health visitors is appended
(pp. 68 and 69). Tt follows the general lines of previous years. To meet the needs
of the southern part of the Borough an additional infant welfare consultation was

established at the Town Hall early in the year under Dr. Radford, for Monday
afternoons.

The outstanding event of the year with respect to maternity and child welfare
in the Borough was the completion of the erection and the opening of the Model
Centre in the Kingsland Road. In recording this a brief review of this important
branch of public health work from its inception down to the present will not be out
of place in this report. The Notification of Births Act of 1907 was adopted in Shore-
ditch in 1909, and came into operation in August of that year. The first municipal
health visitor was appointed, and entered on her duties in the following November.
In 1912 a second health visitor was appointed, and in the following year two Weighing
Centres for infants were established under the Borough Council. At this time also
the Shoreditch School for Mothers, a voluntary institution, was conducting a Centre
in the Borough, so that during 1913 there were three Centres, each attended by a
health visitor, one of whom was appointed by the voluntary body mentioned,
These Centres quickly demonstrated their value and were well attended. In
August, 1914, an intimation was received from the Local Government Board upon
the subject of a grant in aid of expenditure being available for maternity and child
welfare work, and at the same time defining the objects thereof as follows :—

1. To advise expectant mothers on matters affecting their condition at
the Centres or at their homes when necessary and to arrange for complicated
cases of pregnancy receiving proper hospital treatment,
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2. To seeure the necessary assistance so as to ensure the mothers having
skilled and prompt attendance during confinement at home or in complicated
cases in a hospital.

3. To arrange for the treatment in hospital of complications arising
after parturition, whether in mother or infant ; to give systematic advice
and treatment for infants at a baby clinic or infant dispensary, and to watch
over the child’s health up to the age it attends school; to ensure the
systematic home visitation of infants and children not on the School
Register.

In 1915 a Maternity and Child Welfare Centre was opened at 152, Kingsland
Road by the Borough Council, and at this Centre arrangements were made in con-
junction with the Women's League of Service for the provision of dinners for
nursing and expectant mothers. Early in 1916 a lady physician was appointed
to attend once a week for consultations at the Centre, which quickly proved a most
valuable adjunct to the Maternity and Child Welfare work in the Borough. It soon
became evident, however, that the premises were inadequate for the purpose.
During the year the Maternity and Child Welfare work was carefully reviewed by
the Health Committee, with the result that the staff of health visitors appointed by
the Borough Council was increased to four.

The year 1917 was marked by a great increase in the work. DBesides the
municipal health visitors there were two others, one employed by the Shoreditch
School for Mothers, and one at that time engaged by the Harman Street Mission,
who were participating in the work, and continued to do so for about a year. It
was at this juncture, just when the need for such provision was becoming urgent,
that the Carnegie United Kingdom Trust made their generous offer to erect and equip
after the war a suitable building for the purposes of maternity and child welfare
work in Shoreditch.

The Borough Council gratefully accepted this generous offer, and undertook
to provide site, plans, obtain the necessary estimates for the work, and they also
agreed to bear the cost of efficiently maintaining the Centre when erected.

During 1918 a scheme for the provision of a Model Centre was under consideration,
but progress in connection therewith was much hampered owing to the Great War.

The year 1919 was marked by an agreement, which was entered into with the
City of London Lying-in Hospital, whereby consultative and local Matermty
Centres were provided for the Borough. Progress was made as regards the provision
of the Model Centre, the handsome sum of £25,000 being promised by the Trust
for the erection and equipment of the same. A site in the Kingsland Road was
obtained at a cost of about £6,000, and towards the end of the year the Council’s
proposals as regards the arrangements and the accommodation required at the
Centre were under the consideration of the Minister of Health. Plans were prepared
by the architect appointed by the Council, Mr. F. Danby Smith, submitted to and
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approved by the Minister, and such was the position at the end of 1920. It is to
be mentioned that the Maternity and Child Welfare Committee appointed in December,
1919, assumed control of the work from the beginning of 1920. During 1921 the
proposed Model Centre was the subject of correspondence with the Trust and with
the Ministry of Health, and at the end of the year the Maternity and Child Welfare
Committee decided to proceed with the approved scheme without further delay,
and steps were taken accordingly.

The building contract was signed with Messrs. Jarvis and Sons at the end of
June, 1922, and the erection of the Centre was commenced about the middle of
August following, and was well in progress at the end of the year. By the end
of 1923 the work was completed, the building erected and equipped. The
accommodation provides for a ward for six infants, and there are also two small
wards, each for a mother and infant, and an isolation ward. In the suite of rooms
on the north side of the ground floor there is the necessary accommodation for
ante-natal and infant welfare consultations and for a dental clinic. The main hall
of the building has been provided for dinners to nursing and expectant mothers,
for use as a waiting room, for lectures and other purposes incidental to Maternity
and Child Welfare Work.

The opening ceremony took place on the afterncon of Saturday, December
15th, His Worship the Mayor of Shoreditch (Mr. Alderman Parry) presiding.

The Earl of Elgin and Kincardine, on behalf of the Carnegie United Kingdom
Trust, formally handed over the institution to the Mayor, requesting lim to accept
it on behalf of the Shoreditch Borough Council. In the course of his remarks the
Earl intimated that the Trustees had seclected Shoreditch because they felt that
it was a district in which such an institution was especially needed, having regard
to the conditions under which the people are living, and the enthusiasm for maternity
and child welfare work manifest in the Borough.

After accepting the Institution on behalf of the Borough, the Mayor asked Her
Royal Highness, Princess Mary, Viscountess Lascelles, to declare the building open.
Her Royal Highness thereupon declared the building open in the presence of about
200 citizens of Shoreditch and others invited to the ceremony, and afterwards made
a tour of inspection of the Institution, taking a keen interest in the building and
its equipment and the work intended to be carried on therein.

At the Ante-Natal and Consultative Maternity Centre of the City of London
Maternity Hospital the reports show that 417 cases were dealt with. Of these,
120 were examined by the obstetric surgeon attached to the Centre, the number
of examinations totalling 213, and the remainder were seen by the sister attached
to the Centre and advised upon the various aspects of their pregnancies. Special
features met with were: wversion in 7, albuminuria in 6, contracted pelvis in 16,
scabies 1, prolapse of vaginal wall 1, past history 5. In all cases the urine was tested.
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2 Glauber's salts, 2 breakfast sausage, 2 egg substitute powder, 2 cream, 2 herrings
in tomato, 2 mincemeat, 2 ointment, 1 each of cheese, ground ginger, meat pie,
ground nutmeg, flaked rice, beef suet, flaked tapioca, peaches, corned beef, brawn,
green peas, ammoniated tincture of quinine, flour, jam, pickle, salmon, sauce, German
sausage, tomato ketchup, cake or bun powder, sardines, veal, ribs of beef, tomato,
arrowroot, and non-alcoholic ginger wine.

Of the samples of milk 26, or 48 per cent., were found to be below the standard
fixed by the Board of Agriculture. The proportion of milk samples returned as
adulterated during 1923 was again below the average, and was, in fact, the lowest
so far recorded in Shoreditch. Moreover, it is to be mentioned that 4 of the samples
were only below the standard to a very slight extent, and the Public Analyst noted

them as being possibly genuine, If these be deducted the percentage of adulteration
is reduced to 4-0.

In the subjoined table are shown the numbers of samples of milk taken during
the four quarters of the year, with the numbers and percentages of those found not
to be genuine.

Quarter of the Number of | Number not i Percentage
year. Samples. genuine, | adulterated.
1st . i 1656 . 4 | 45
ond R E o I e SO | 80
3rd o U S
ith Pl e g |7 s

In 9 of the samples water was certified to have been added ; in 8 of these it was
less than 5 per cent., and in the other it was 5 per cent. In 12 the samples showed
deficiencies in milk fat ; in 6 of these it was less than 5 per cent., and in the other
6 it was more than 5 per cent. In 1 sample, in which the deficiency was less than
5 per cent., there was added water, but less than 5 per cent., taking the standard
of the Board of Agriculture.

Legal proceedings were instituted in 11, or 42-3 per cent., of the cases in which
samples of milk were below standard. In 5 instances the summonses were dis-
missed, warranties being proved. In b instances the defendants were fined, and in
3 of these costs were also allowed the Council. In 1 instance the summons was
dismissed, the magistrate not being satisfied that the person who served the in-
spector was a servant of the defendant. No legal proceedings were considered
advisable as regards the remainder of the samples of milk below standard. The
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percentage of the adulterated samples of milk in which it was not thought advisable
to institute legal proceedings was 57-7, which is below the average.

In the 5 cases in which convictions were obtained the aggregate of fines and
costs amounted to £10 15s. 6d., and the average amount paid by the defendants

was £2 3s. 1d. The fines amounted to 3’1 per cent. of the maximum which might
have been inflicted.

Sixty-eight samples of butter were taken, 64 of which were returned as genuine,
Forty-nine were reported as containing boric acid not exceeding 05 per cent. in
each. In one instance where margarine was substituted for butter legal proceedings
were instituted, and the defendant was fined £6. Another summons against this
defendant was withdrawn. In twoinstances water was present in excess of the legal
maximum, and proceedings were instituted. In one case the defendant was fined
{1 with £1 1s. costs. In the other the summons was dismissed, a warranty being
proved. In a third instance in which water was present in excess of the legal
maximum to a slight extent only, no action was taken.

Fifty-one samples of margarine were taken, 1 of which contained water in
excess of the legal maximum. Proceedings against the vendor were taken in this
case, the summons being withdrawn upon payment of £2 2s. costs to the Council.
Forty-nine of the samples contained boric acid not exceeding 05 per cent. in each.

Of the 64 samples of vinegar taken, 9 contained excessive water. Proceedings
were taken in 2 instances. In 1 case, where the excess was 21 per cent., the defendant
was fined £3. In the other, where the excess was 10 per cent., a warranty was proved,
and the summons was dismissed.

One sample of zinc ointment was found to be deficient in zinc oxide to the

extent of 7-3 per cent. Legal proceedings were instituted and the defendant was
fined £2.

One sample of beef suet was found to contain 4-3 per cent. water and 197 per
cent. ground rice, but no action was deemed advisable.

Two samples of non-alcoholic wine were found to contain small amounts of
salicylic acid. Proceedings were not thought advisable.

Nine samples of tinned food which were taken contained variable amounts of
tin ranging from 0-269 to 2-31 grains per pound. No action was taken.

Two samples of borax were found to contain arsenic. In 1 arsenic was present

to the extent of 75 parts per million, the other to the extent of 35 parts per million.
Mo action was considered adwvisable,

Four samples of medicine (prescriptions) were taken, and 2 samples of ointment
(prescriptions). All were found to be correctly prepared according to prescription.
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The subjoined table gives a comparison of the results of the work under the
Sale of Food and Drugs Acts for the years 1902-1923 inclusive :—

i 2 8= r# ] [ = | =
= g = g -E o . & |
| § 5 -E'e: B, |83 (85, |28 |34 -
g |§3g| A2 | 23 |E5|Zc8| 5% |58 8 33
§ | = |S®e| 55 | %8 | v% |89 | B3 |=5 | 3 ma
& f -5 .= e Pl Eg: o = = B
o 5 _gml §= ] “w | g q|g I"ﬂ e 2.2
= 2 B =i = g | = ] o 3
= E 2| E me |28 e E=
E H- ¥ 3
E = 8 = | = & | B i -
2 |32 = $ £ n‘.rﬁg | 5]
= =
i & o

£ s d
b2 48 (117 9 0140 10
55| 51 /17311 6 353 10
60 46 1128 5 0 306 0
(233 18 0267 O
6

(=]
-3
P S L
L=
—_—
=
-]

d.

0

0

0

. 0

1906 | 520 | 224 | 122 | 44 42 | 34 (106 12 6 260 0 0O
1907 | 519 | 223 | 99 | 19 36 32| 27| 67 14 0269 10 O
1908 | 680 | 200 | 92 | 15-8 | 45 | 45 | 39 /11710 0(29 0 0
1909 | 570 ) 200 | 92 | 16 76 | T4 | 69 2556 18 6276 5 0
1910 | 578 | 200 | 133 | 23 65 | .. | 80| 49| 9317 6(279 5 O
1911 | 577 | 200 [ 149 | 25 64 | ... | 62| 58180 O 6278 17 6
1912 | 584 | 190 | 100 | 17 18 | 1 | 48| 45 |17211 0281 10 O
1913 | 768 | 144 | 132 | 17-1 | 47| .. | 47| 42| 84 2 6(38010 ©
1914 | 768 | 143 | 132 | 17-1 | 38| .. | 36| 21| 74 6 0[36010 0
1915 | 768 | 135 | 130 | 178 | 43| .. | 43| 30| 6316 0,350 10 0
1916 | 768 | 130 | 144 | 18-7 | 50| .. | 49| 36 (134 18 0350 10 O
1917 | 770 | 129 | 164 | 20-0 ( 65| .. | 65| 41 ( 9913 0(351 & O
1918 | 724 | 134 | 187 | 175 | 54 1 | 53| 37 |284 13 0340 12 6
1919 (632 | 165| 72| 113 | 38| 1 | 31| 17 /137 8 0[316 0 ©
1920 (934 | 109 | 69| 74| 25| 1 | 24| 14| 38 3 6/70010 0
1921 11077 | 98| 58| B4 | 25| .. | 25| 20| 9414 0(807 15 O
1022 1068 | 97| 58| 54| 20| .. | 20 14| 31 5 0/70015 0
1923 11049 | 101 | 51 49| 18| .. | 19| 10 2418 6/656512 6

The percentage of samples found adulterated was markedly below the average
for recent years.

With reference to the convictions in 1923, in 2 instances the defendants had
been previously convicted twice, and in 1 instance once. The remaining 6 were
first convictions under the Sale of Food and Drugs Acts.

COOKSHOPS AND EATING-HOUSES,

Including the kitchens of public-houses where food is prepared for customers,
152 were under inspection during the year and some 581 visits were made in con-
nection with them. The sanitary notices served numbered 97, including 63 which
were mainly for general cleansing, 12 for defective drains and w.c.s, 10 for defective
roofs, and 6 for defective dust receptacles.
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FRIED-FISH SHOPS.

Some 57 were under inspection in connection with which 38 sanitary notices
were served, 24 of which were mainly for general cleansing. Some 332 visits of
inspection were made.

ICE-CREAM SHOPS.

There were 117 under observation during the year, and 295 visits of inspection
were made in connection with them. Twenty-three sanitary notices were served,
mostly for general cleansing.

BAKEHOUSES.

The bakehouses on the register at the end of the year numbered 61, and in-
cluded 36 below ground level. In 22 electrical power was in use in connection with
the process of bread making. The bakehouse situate at 16, Paul Street and the
Britannia Trade Bakery in Britannia Street being closed were struck off the Register.
The bakehouses have been subject to the usual inspection, and their general sanitary
condition may be described as satisfactory. In 9 cleansing and limewashing were
required, in 2 there were other minor sanitary defects requiring attention, and in
one there was an infringement of Section 8 of the London County Council (General
Powers) Act, 1908, owing to the position of a w.c. and inlet to a drain. Sanitary
notices were served, and in all cases complied with. In one instance the bakehouse
premises were renovated, the work being carried out in a satisfactory manner without
the service of a sanitary notice.

STREET MARKETS AND FOOD.

The usual supervision was exercised by the Sanitary Officers as regards food
exposed for sale. The following were seized or surrendered and destroyed as unfit
for the food of man : 8 sides of bacon, 9 ox tails, 4 cwt. pigs heads, 2 boxes of dabs,
5 drafts of eels, 2 qtrs. of fish roes, 2 qtrs. haddocks, 2§ cwt., 1 box and 1 trunk of

kate, 2 barrels of sprats, 2 qtrs. of whiting, 12 baskets of carrots, 131 crates
cauliflowers, 801 bushels and 3 boats (baskets) cherries, 512 boxes, 313 cases and
) bushels cucumbers, } bushel of gooseberries, 12 baskets greengages, 129 crates
lettuces, 3 tons 4 cwt. onions, 1 ton 12 cwt. potatoes, 1} bushels of red currants,
1 ton 1 ewt. 3 qtrs. and 14 1bs. strawberries, and 10 cwt. 2 qtrs., 15 baskets, 124 boxes,
12 bundles and § bushel of tomatoes.

Legal proceedings were taken against the person upon whose premises the
ox tails above mentioned were deposited for the purpose of preparation for sale
for human food. The magistrate bound the defendant over.

RAG FLOCK ACT, 1911.
Twelve samples were taken and submitted for analysis. They all complied
with the requirements of the law, all containing less than 30 parts per 100,000 of
soluble chlorine.
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STAFF.

Early in the year Lady Briscoe, M.B., relinquished her appointment as physician
at the Centre, 152, Kingsland Road, after seven years’ valuable work in the Borough.
Dr. Olivier Richards was appointed to fill this vacancy. Miss M. D. Borrow was
appointed Matron of the Maternity and Child Welfare Centre, then in course of
erection in the Kingsland Road in July, and entered on her duties later on in the

year.
In December Mr. J. P. Bear was appointed porter at the New Centre.

The possibility of making a reduction in the number of Sanitary Inspectors
was the subject of a special report (pp. 60-65, Appendix). After consideration by the
appropriate Committee of the Council no action in the direction indicated was deemed
advisable.

In connection with the work of the Department, some 20,369 communications,
written and printed, were despatched from the office during the year. These included
6,835 notices and summonses, 3,202 letters, cards and other communications on
matters under the Public Health and Sale of Food and Drugs Acts, 183 in connection
with the work under the Factory and Workshops Acts, 7,489 on various matters
connected with infectious disease, verminous cases and disinfection, and some 2,660
agendas and reports concerning the work of the Department. In addition to the
foregoing, some 14,932 forms, milk books and cards, 7,701 letters and other com-
munications, and 4,480 agendas, reports and other documents relating to the work
under the Maternity and Child Welfare Committee were despatched, so that altogether
the total number exceeded 47,000, which is again greatly above the average for
previous years.

I have again to recognise the satisfactory manner in which the various officers
belonging to the department have discharged their duties, and to acknowledge
the wvaluable assistance rendered by the Assistant Medical Officer of Health, the
Senior Inspector and the rest of the staff concerned in the work of protecting the
health of the people of Shoreditch during the year.

My best thanks are also due to the Mayor, the Chairman and Members of the
Health and Maternity and Child Welfare Committees especially, and the Members
of the Borough Council generally for their kind consideration and help in connection
with the work of the year.

I have the honour to be,
Sir, Ladies and Gentlemen
Your obedient Servant,

LEWIS T. FRASER BRYETT,
Medical Officer of Health.
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TABLE 1.
Vital Statistics of the Borough of Shoreditch during 1923 and previous years.
I EEE?&?;E&Z; Tﬁﬁlll::::ﬂ.i METT l?r:“.-.:-lu;l:::::::nu ™o
= "] - = _-I1 X T e
Yaur, E}P{:ﬁ?ﬁ o of Non- | _of o e
of each Un- residents | residents
Year, |corrected Number.| Rate, | regis- - nat regis | | Rate Zks |
Hamer, Number. | Rate. _the the ];:-::r:' | ITE'FN I:u!:r.. Fate
District. | District. | et
| Births.,
___;l________ﬂ_ 2 “E 4 ] L] [} ] | E,--- _1[' i 1l I.’.._ 13
1914 | 109690 | 3335 | 3470 | 320 | 1952 (178 337 436 | 496 I 143 | 2101 | 19-4
1915 | 103627 | 2055 | 3001 |30:2% 1877 | 18:1 300 494 | 447 | 144 | 2071 | 20-2
1916 | 99932 | 2833 | 2983 |30-3% 1687 | 16-2| 290 | 444 | 369 124 | 1841 | 13-7
1917 | 89675 | 20566 | 22256 | 22-2 | 1789 | 19-9] 260 461 | 352 | 158 | 1990 | 22-B
1918 | 87645 | 1514 | 1719 p17-5 | 1990 | 22.7 317 436 | 286 | 166 | 2108 | 24-2
1919 | 98134 | 2136 | 2286 | 22-3 | 1562 | 15-8| 224 | 399 | 251 | 110 | 1537 | 15-7
1920 | 102044 | 3546 | 3731 [ 36-D| 1450 | 14-2| 245 | 378 | 340 | 91 | 1583 | 15:6
1921 | 105200 _ 2798 | 2975 | 285 | 1393 | 13-3| 264 369 | 341 | 114 | 1498 | 144
1922 | 105800 | 2645 | 2926 | 27-9 | 1508 | 14-2| 204 | 408 | 301 | 102 | 1712 | 163
1983 | 106200 | 2552 | 2832 1269 | 1191 |[11-2] 191 | 370 | 232 | 82| 1870 | 130

Note.—The above table is arranged to show the gross births and deaths in the

Borough, and the births and deaths properly belonging to it with the corresponding
rates. The rates are calculated per 1,000 of the estimated gross population. For
columns 5 and 13 the population of the Holborn Institution, estimated at 1000,
has been deducted in calculating the rates.

In column 6 are included the whole of the deaths except those of soldiers and
sailors in public institutions, which were registered during the year as having actually
occurred within the Borough. In column 12 is entered the number in column 6
corrected by subtraction of the number in column 8 and by the addition of the number
In column 9. Deaths in column 10 have been similarly corrected by subtraction of
the deaths under one year included in the number given in column 8 and by addition
of the deaths under one year included in the number given in column 9.

" Transferable Deaths ™ are deaths of persons who, having a fixed or usual
residence in England or Wales, die in a district other than that in which they resided.

Total population at all ages ... 104,308 = .

Area of Borough in acres Number of inhabited houses ... 11,889 | £ ]
(exclusive of area 642-5  Awverage number of persons per =
covered by water). house gg)=®

* The birth rate for 1915 and 1916, based upon the estimated population for 1914 and the
R’E'Ettu-ﬂcn.eral's estimate for 1916, were 2856 and 274 per 1,000 respectively.

o2
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TAELE III.

Causes of, and ages at death during the Year 1923 in the Borough of Shoreditch.

NETT DaTHS 4T THE SUMCINED AGES oF
" RESIDENTS " WHETHER oCCURRING WITHIN
oR Witwour Tue Disteicr (a).

Toratr Deatus

'la':slt'llT-ll!I-i:lII
3 % | "Rempesrs®
CAUSES OF DEATH. el LA g T 8| 4 f 1 i R T
-E -E' =3 _H-Er ‘.E -E.E T3 25 EE_ INSTITUTIONS
S |3 |23 |3%25 a5 (27| mumer o
ot O ?_ 3 _j_._ & B L -] 10 11
Certified (¢) 1370] 232| 60| 48| 45| 63 183’581353 G289
Al Ii:ﬂu%"?'{I..Tr.u:l:rl‘..'ifh\::[(i
1 Enteric fever Frat 1| WA (s ey S |18 B i
2 Smallpox ... l " i R S (e
3 Measles o R [ ] O R R e i
4 Scarlet fever O ] [ I
5 Whooping cough ... ] N R I g (R e (et (i (i
6 Diphtheria and Croup 2l 4| 6 1f..
7 Influenza ... 3 Yoo o 5 3
8 Erysipelas ... ... .. T R (PR BT e (SR BT G 2
9 Phthisis (pulmonary tuber-
culosis) ... | [ 14 41 23 70| 37| 5 66
10 Tuberculous meningitis .., - i G| S S B S 2
11 Other tuberculous diseases 31 4 1..| 3 §.. i}
12 Cancer, malignant disease 56
}3 I?heumatic fever ... e | 1 fi
4 Meningitis (see note A 1 S | 1
15 Organic heart d.iaeass.ld” EP v e a1
16 Bronchitis 16/ 4| 1|: 104
IT Pneumonia (all forms) ... 42 21| 9 66
18 Other diseases of respiratory
organs ... - 3
Diarrhcea and Enteritis
(see note (g) ) ... 87 4 .. 7
30 Appendicitis and Typhlitis SR e | 1
21 Cirrhosis of liver ... ) P
2laAlcoholism ... A e
22 Nephritis and  Bright's
disease ... R [ | 2| 10{ 25| 19 43
23 Puerpural fever ... e =
M Other accidents and dis-
eases of pregnancy and
parturition o I T [ 4
Congenital Debility and
malformation, including
Ppremature birth ... R I | 1 38
26 Violent deaths, excluding
suicide .. .. | 44 5 bl 2 4 4 8 10| 16
37 Suicides e e 1 | e et 1] 6 4 1 4
28 Other defined diseases ... | 35¢ 23| 6 2 g 11 31115115:)- 241
49 Discases ill-defined or un-
known ... B4 .. 1 1
1370| 232| 60| 48| 45 63 IBH|331 3563 689
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TABLE 1V.

INFANTILE MORTALITY IN THE BOROUGH OF SHOREDITCH
DURING THE YEAR 1923.

Nett deaths from stated causes at various ages under One Year of Age
(see Note (a)).

T g :
i | g [ 73] 72| 28 [ 12| 22| o8 | f | G
CAUSE OF DEATH. 2= | 2|0 (0% 1% | Ta | Denhe
F | IE - edl s =5 iE -5 ‘: 1'Vear.

) ‘P--_
Certified - | BT 17| 6| 9|89 146|365 30|32 | 232
All causes | Uincertified oo | oo | wee | oo | i s | onn | e e [
Smallpox ... NS AT 3 (O ey (el IRt e IRl el e S
C]1ick§ﬁ—pux srilspslEs e | e e e s
Measles AP A RO el Do (P e ey (S [ i 4
Scarlet fever ... T MR (e el ) e [t Sl s (SO
Wheoping cough ... K (R [ 3| 1] 3 ]
Diphtheria an Cmup S (o, | WELRE S B [ bt R R ) [l 2
Erysipelas ... SAER sl e (e e Bty el | RRR) e (R 1
Tu lous meni R B L sl B (R R B B Y 2
{&bdummal tuberc nﬂm (B) | T M ACE [
Other tuberculous diseases ... - 2] 1 3
Meningitis (not m&mﬂnﬁs]... i TR N (G Ry (e et 4
Convulsions ... = || - 1 -5y (s B (R 1 R (54 8- 5
I..ﬂ. S e s T Pames aaw wnn | e .-
Br;ﬂﬁ:ns o 21 2] 6| 4| 3| 1 15
Pneumonia (all [urms] 8] 1|..] 4114 5] 8| B 43
Diartheea ... he 1 -1 1] 2] 1] 8] 3 10
{ Enteritis ol end I ) Rl S T 2 I R e 17
ilis Feal [ WOEE: |Qh  es | o MR

R}:El:heta el BV el [ Bee | [P FoR (SR B 1
Suffocation, ﬂverl_mng S (1o | R ST QPRI T ) (O] ) Rt 1
Injury at birth
Atelectasis ... o W e e I e e T | b
ital malformations {c} b| 2 11 2] 84 &1 = 1 16
Premature birth ... e |G| £ | 48] G .. 48

Atrophy,  Debility and ' !
( Marasmus ... e | Fllis 1111 7| 8| 3| 1 23
Other causes ... 5| 1] 1 2| o) 4| 3| 2 | 3 21
min 6| 9|20 |46 |35 ﬂﬁ‘ﬂﬂ 232

Nett Births in the year.—Legitimate, 2,729 ; illegitimate, 103. Nett Deaths
in the year of legitimate infants, 222 ; illegitimate infants, 10.
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The dwellings occupied by one private family numbered 6,714 and contained
23,504 rooms, those occupied by two private families numbered 3,869 and contained
21,019 rooms, and those occupied by three private families numbered 3,144 and
contained 21,622 rooms.

Of 25,375 families, 4,044 were living in the 1 to 3-roomed dwellings, 7,134 in
the 4 to B-roomed, 12,292 in the 6 to 8 and 1,903 were resident in the dwellings
containing 9 rooms and over, the numbers of which are given above.

The average number of persons to the family was approximately four. The
number of persons in Shoreditch to each room averaged approximately 15, varying
from 16 in Church and Whitmore to 1-3 in Moorfields and Acton Wards. The
average number of persons per room in the Metropolis works out at slightly over
one. Shoreditch is the worst off in all London with respect to the number of

PETSONS per room.

Briefly the foregoing figures indicate that Shoreditch is an extremely densely
populated working-class district, inhabited by people living under conditions
prejudicial to health and likely to favour the prevalence of infectious discase.

As showing the state of the past and present health of the people of the Borough
the subjoined table, which gives the infantile mortalities and general death-rates
for Shoreditch and for London during the fifty years 1870 to 1919 inclusive, averaged
lor ten quinguennial periods, is useful; the rates for the years 1920-1922 inclusive
are also given :—

SHOREDITCH. Loxpon.
PerIOD. i :
INFANTILE GENERAL :| INFANTILE GENERAL
| MORTALITY. | DEATH-RATE. | MORTALITY. = DEATH-RATE.
et |
i

IET?—I-L.. b 162 245 161 229
INI6-T0... i: 154 239 155 | 225
1880-84... .., 160 23-8 152 212
1885-349. .. 172 23-3 150 19-4
1589094 ... 1756 23T 154 | 20-1
1895-99. ., 196 226 ' 164 . 18-7
Imri—ﬂ-;.,. 187 20 -5 144 | 17-0
18056-09, .. 153 194 119 15-2
1910-14 . . 1459 186 106 14-2
1915-19. .. 140 202 99 15-3
1920 ] a1 156 75 12-4
1521 ? 114 144 80 124
1922 - 102 163 74 13-4
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During the first two of the periods there was practically no difference between
the infantile mortalities of Shoreditch and London ; the general death rate, however,
was somewhat higher in Shoreditch but not greatly so. In connection with this,
it may be mentioned ‘that the proportion of well-to-do people resident in Shoreditch
was markedly greater than at present, and the social and sanitary conditions in the
Borough more nearly approximated to the general average obtaining in the Metropolis.
From the second quinquennial period, however, the infantile mortality increased,
attaining a maximum during the five years ending 1899. It has since been decreasing.
On the other hand, the London infantile mortality decreased until the fourth
quinquennium and then increased, reaching a maximum during the same period as
Shoreditch, when it again began to decrease. It will be noticed that the general
death rates, both of Shoreditch and London, have steadily declined save for the
slight rise during the five years ending 1894, and the more marked rise during the
last of the five-year periods, both of which were, without doubt, the results of
Influenza epidemics. The rates for the last three years show still further decreases.
The decline in the general death rate for Shoreditch, and the same holds also for
London in a somewhat lesser degree, has been greater since it has synchronised with
the decline in the infantile mortality. Generally, the figures go to show that the rates
for Shoreditch have been subjected to influences common to the whole of the
Metropolis.  They indicate a definite improvement in the public health during the
past fifty years, especially during the latter half of this pericd. The improvement,
however, is distinctly more manifest in the case of the Metropolis than for Shoreditch.
Whilst the general death rate of Shoreditch has decreased by about 18 per cent.,
that of London has fallen by 33 per cent., and if we take the infantile mortalities,
the decrease for Shoreditch has been only 135 per cent. as compared with 38 per
cent. for London. The decline in the infantile mortality for London, therefore, has
been almost three times as great as for Shoreditch.

Taking the three years ending 1922, the Shoreditch infantile mortality had
averaged 102 per 1,000 births, and the general death rate 154 per 1,000 population
as compared with 76 and 12-4 respectively for London as a whole, figures which show
that the infantile mortality for Shoreditch has averaged approximately 34 per cent.
higher than that of London, while the general death rate shows an excess of
21 per cent.

Again, if we compare the death rates from the infectious diseases—scarlet fever,
diphtheria, enteric fever, measles, whooping cough and diarrhcea—we find that
during the ten years ending 1922 the rate for Shoreditch has averaged twice
that of London as a whole, whilst the death rate from tuberculosis has been between
50 and 60 per cent. higher than that of the Metropolis.

From time to time in the past the question of the adequacy of the Sanitary
Staff has engaged the attention of the Shoreditch Sanitary Authority, and a brief
reference to the action taken will be helpful for the purpose of this Report.
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remainder of the Inspectors be assigned districts. To cope with the increased clerical
work likely to be entailed, it was recommended that two additional clerks should be

appointed.

The Committee’s recommendations were adopted by the Council at their first
Meeting in March, 1920, and the Sanitary Staff was increased accordingly. The
staff has since been reduced by one Sanitary Inspector and one Clerk. The staff of
the Sanitary Inspectors at the present time therefore, including the Senior Inspector,
numbers twelve. :

Taking the figures for the Metropolis as given in the last Annual Report of the
County Medical Officer of Health, the number of Sanitary Inspectors in proportion
to the number of inhabitants in Shoreditch is approximately 43 per cent. above the
average for London. It is for your Committee to consider whether this proportion
is justifiable upon the ground that the same is necessary to adequately cope with
the sanitary needs of the Borough.

The adverse conditions under which a very large section of the inhabitants of
Shoreditch live and move and have their being are, I believe, well within the knowledge
of your Committee and need not be dwelt upon in detail. It will suffice to emphasise
the fact that from the Census figures given above, it is clear that in Shoreditch we have
a resident population, mainly working class, dwelling under conditions which
undoubtedly require an amount of sanitary supervision above the average as
compared with the requirements of the Metropolis generally. That this is so is
borne out by the fact that the public health of the Borough, as gauged by the general
death-rate, the death-rates from infectious disease including tuberculosis, and the
infantile mortality, is markedly below the general level for the Metropolis.

Taking these excessive rates as a guide, there is not the least doubt that the
Borough, from the point of view of sanitation, requires a far larger staff of Inspectors
than the general average for the Metropolis.

With the present staff of twelve Inspectors, from an estimate based upon the
number of premises inspected and dealt with during a period of twelve months
approximately two years are required for a general inspection throughout the Borough.
A considerable amount of house-to-house inspection is now being carried out, but
the Inspectors’ time is much broken up, and only a fraction is available for this owing
to the routine work arising from complaints, from infectious disease, from factory
and workshops inspections, from proceedings under the Sale of Food and Drugs Acts
and other matters of an urgent character which necessarily claim a large proportion
of the time of the Sanitary Inspectors.

The amount of sanitary work now being done in Shoreditch by the existing staff
is large, but considering the needs of the Borough, it is by no means excessive. The
average number of visits of inspection, including primary and revisits, made by the
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B. Proceedings under Public Health Acts,
(1) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of which

notices were served requiring defects to be
remedied ... 4,726
{2) Number of dwelling-houses in which defects
were remedied—
{a) by owners 4.726
(b) by Local Authority in default of owners —

-

C. Proceedings under Sections 17 and 18 of the Housing,
Town Planning, &c., Act, 1909,

(1) Number of representations made with a view

to the making of Closing Orders

(2) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of which
Closing Orders were made ...
(3) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of which Mil.
Closing Orders were determined, the dwelling-
houses having been rendered fit ...
(4) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of which
Demolition Orders were made i
(5) Number of dwelling-houses demolished in pur-
suance of Demolition Orders ...

J3.—UNHEALTHY AREAS.

Arcas represented to the Local Authority with a view to Improve-
ment Schemes under (a), Part I, or (b), Part II, of the Act of 1890 :—

(1) Name of area ... i)
(2) Acreage L Nl
(3) Number of working-class houses in areca ... - | 2
(4) Number of working-class persons to be displaced ... ]
4.—Number of houses not complying with the building bye-laws
erected with consent of Local Authority under Section 25 of the
Housing, Town Planning, &c., Act, 1919... Nil.

5.—5taff engaged on housing work, with, briefly, the duties of each officer :—
So much of the time of the Medical Officer of Health, Senior Inspector, eleven Sanitary
Inspectors and five Clerks as may be necessary. The duties are as required under
t!m various Acts relating to the Health and Housing. In addition, it may be men-
toned that the services of the Borough Surveyor and his staff, together with those
“'_ one Superintendent, a Caretaker, an Assistant Caretaker, and four Workmen,
with the necessary clerical assistance, are required in connection with some 374
dwellings for the working class, which are now the property of the Borough Council.












