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Metropolitan  Borongh of Shoreditch

ANNUAL REPORT oF THe N-KEDIGHL OFFICER or HEALTH.

Town HaLi,
Orp StREET, E.C.
January, 1913.

To the Mayor, Aldermen and Councillors of the Meropolitan Borough of Shovediteh.

SIR AND GENTLEMEN,

This report refers to the public health, sanitary condition and the vital statistics
of the Borough of Shoreditch for the year ending December 31st, 1912.

POPULATION.

In my Annual Report for 1911 are contained provisional figures relating to the
number of persons returned as living in Shoreditch at midnight on Sunday, April
9nd, 1911, which were obtained from the Preliminary Report and Abstract of the
Twelfth Census, dated June 10th, 1911. In the Report of the Census, published
during the year 1912, the population of the Borough is given as being 111,390,
consisting of 54,842 males and 56,548 females. The number of separate families or
occupiers was 24,801, as compared with 27,031 at the Census of 1901.

The figures for the Wards are contained in the subjoined table :—

; Famili [ Population 1911.
Ward. ! g:lf:ﬂll'eﬂi:r [ | 37 Pﬂ?:::;ultinn
Occupiers, Males. | Females. Persons. | el

Moorfields ... 1,151 ! 2,469 2521 | 4,990 6,431
Church 4,250 9,562 9.682 19,244 20,823
Hoxton ... - 3,930 | 8,114 | 8282 | 16,396 19,108
Wenlock ... 3,687 | 8,547 | 8,785 | 17,332 17,302
Whitmore ... 3,936 | 9,288 | 9,520 18,808 18,825
Kingsland 9561 | 5,293 | 5590 10,883 11,663
Haggerston . 2386 | 5582 | 5795 | 11,377 12,034
Acton ] 2,900 5987 | 6,373 12,360 12 451
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From these figures it will be seen that, with the exceptions of Wenlock and
Whitmore Wards, where the populations have remained practically stationary, and
Acton, where there has been a decrease of approximately 0-7 per cent., marked
decreases have taken place in the populations between the Census of 1901 and that
of 1911. The decrease amounted to no less than 22-4 per cent. in Moorfields and
14-2 in Hoxton, while it was 7-5, 7 and 5-3 in Church, Kingsland and Haggerston
Wards respectively. Doubtless a very considerable proportion of the decreases in
Moorfields and Hoxton Wards has been due to the demolition of houses which were
occupied by persons of the working class to make way for the erection of warchouses,
factories and other business premises.

Based upon the revised Census figures, the estimated population of the Borough
for 1912 is 111,067, which includes 567 persons, ascertained to be newcomers into
the Borough during the year when the Sutton Dwellings came into occupation.

The estimated populations in the various Wards of the Borough are as follows :—

Ward. Population. Ward. Population.
Moorfields ........ 4,813 Whitmore ........ 18,808
Church ...... coon 19,053 Kingsland ........ 10,790
HOEon. - et 16,628 Haggerston........ 11,290
Wenlﬂck LB B B B B B 171332 Mtﬂn @ F @ 8@ E s s 12.3‘53

The estimated populations of the Registration Sub-Districts of the Borough are
as follows :—Shoreditch South, comprising Moorfields, Church and Hoxton Wards,
40,494 ; Shoreditch North-West, comprising Wenlock and Whitmore Wards,
36,140, and Shoreditch North-East, which comprises Kingsland, Haggerston and
Acton Wards, 34,433.

Included in the population of the Wenlock Ward is that of the Holborn Union
Workhouse, which is situate in this Ward. The number on the night of the Census
1911 was 1,328. For certain statistical purposes this Workhouse population is not
regarded as belonging to Shoreditch, and is excluded from the estimated population
of the Borough, which becomes for these purposes therefore 109,739, whilst the
estimated population of the Ward is reduced to 16,004, and that of the Registration
Sub-District, Shoreditch North-West, to 34,712.

In the following table are given the areas of the Wards in acres, and the estimated
populations per acre :—

Area in | Populati - Area in |Populati

ik ;:";Tﬁn].: pi% MI:::]I ot ACres, pfr ac:'gfl
Moorfields...... ‘ il 68 | Whitmore...... 76 248
Charth . ..o 106 | 180 Kingsland...... 73 | 150
5 Fai g 1 7] S S o 213 Haggerston ....| 66 | 171
Wenlock ......| 90 177 L] Y ¢ PR | 83 ] 142
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In estimating the above figures the population and the area of the Holborn
Union Workhouse premises have not been taken into account, nor has the area
covered by water in the Borough been included.

The following figures obtained at the 1911 Census may be recorded : there
were 11,035 inhabited houses in the Borough, including 9,470 ordinary dwelling-
houses, 110 blocks of flats, 1,528 shops, 246 hotels, inns and public-houses, 96 offices,
warehouses, workshops and factories, 38 institutions and 47 others ; of the popula-
tion 87,082 were in ordinary dwelling-houses, 9,344 in blocks of flats occupying
2,031 flats, 8,941 were in shops, 1,477 in hotels, inns and public-houses, 560 in
offices, warehouses, workshops and factories, 3,701 in institutions, and 274 in others.
The uninhabited houses numbered 822, of which 641 were ordinary dwelling-houses,
172 shops, 1 public-house, 6 offices and other business premises, Of buildings not
used as dwellings there were 27 places of worship, 15 Government and municipal
buildings, 632 shops, 31 offices, 1,447 warehouses, workshops and factories, and
4 theatres and other places of amusement.

BIRTHS.

The births registered in the Borough numbered 3,375, of which 1,711 were of
males and 1,664 of females. The number corrected by the inclusion of the births
occurring in public institutions outside Shoreditch, the parents being residents of
the Borough, and the exclusion of those occurring in public institutions within the
Borough, the parents not being residents of Shoreditch, was 3,529, of which 1,793
were of males and 1,736 of females,

The distribution of the corrected births in the eight Wards of the Borough is
given below ;—

Ward., Males, Females. Total,
Moorfields ......, al i 68 120
Church .......... 339 2499 638
HOTBOD. 2 u v vnssnn 258 282 540
Wenlock .......... 275 257 242
Whitmore ......... 299 274 573
]iingulu.m] ........ 186 192 378
Huggerston ....,. 191 201 392
T e N 193 164 356

i
Totals...... 1,793 1,736 3,529

Outside the Borough 228 births were registered—115 of males and 113 of females
—the parents being residents of Shoreditch. In the Shoreditch Infirmary 141 births
were registered, of which 69 were of males and 72 of females. In four of these (2 male
and 2 female) the parents did not belong to Shoreditch.

A 2
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In the Holborn Union Workhouse there were 77 hirths, 36 of males and 41 of
females. In 70 of these (31 male and 39 female) the parents were not resident in
Shoreditch.

Of the births registered as occurring in the Shoreditch Infirmary 62 (29 of males
and 33 of females) were illegitimate. In the Holborn Workhouse 47 (20 male and
27 female) were illegitimate, and elsewhere in the Borough 21, of which 10 were
male and 11 female.

The birth-rate was 32-1 per 1,000 inhabitants, as compared with 318 in 1911,
31-6 in 1910, 32-4 in 1909, 322 in 1908, 32-4 in 1907, 336 in 1906, and 34-2 in 1905,
The birth-rates for the eight Wards of the Borough are contained in Table VI,
(Appendix). The birth-rate for England and Wales during 1912 was 24-4 ; for 95
Great Towns, including London, it was 24-9, and for 146 smaller towns it was 23-8
per 1,000 living. The London birth-rate was 24-7 per 1,000 population.

NOTIFICATION OF BIRTHS ACT, 1907.

The births notified under the above Act during 1912 numbered 3,230, as
compared with 3,228 in 1911, and 3,277 in 1910. Taking the number of births
belonging to Shoreditch registered during the year, the percentage of notification
was a little over 91 per cent., as compared with 92 per cent. in 1911 and 91 per cent,
in 1910. The greater proportion of the notifications were by registered midwives.
In addition there were 156 births occurring in public institutions outside the Borough,
which were notified by the London County Council, lists of the same being sent in
weekly.  Including these, the births notified were approximately 96 per cent. of
the number of births registered during the year.

MARRIAGES.

The marriages in Shoreditch during 1912, numbered 1,077, as compared with
1,015 in 1911, 1,025 in 1910, 967 in 1909, 972 in 1908, 1,109 in 1907, 1,074 in 1906,
1,068 in 1905, 1,066 in 1904, 1,146 in 1903, 1,156 in 1902, and 1,073 in 1901. The
persons married were at the rate of 19-6 per 1,000 population, as compared with
18-4 in 1911, 180 in 1910, and 16-9 in 1909. The marriage-rate for the Metropolis
during 1912 was 186 per 1,000 population.

DEATHS.

The deaths during 1912 numbered 2,017, as compared with 2,227 in 1911, 1,913
in 1910, 2,189 in 1909, 2,006 in 1908, 2,365 in 1907, 2,289 in 1906, 2,296 in 1905, and
2,392 in 1904,

The distribution of the deaths amongst males and females in the eight Wards
ol the Borough is as shown in the following table :—



Ward. Males. Females, Total.
Moorfields ... ....| 36 29 65
Chursh: . .ieessei] 220 164 384
Hoxton ..vseisiss | 164 145 309
Wenlock....con0.. 157 149 306
Whitmore ........ 229 185 414
Kingsland ,....... 93 83 176
Haggerston ...... a7 67 164
PO 2 5. 5 8 e 106 93 199

Totals +.ovens 1,102 915 2,017

The deaths of males were 187 in excess of those of females. The death-rate
for the year was 18'3* per 1,000 inhabitants, as compared with 20-2 in 1911, 16-8 in
1910, 19-2 in 1909, 17-5 in 1908, 20-6 in 1907, 19-8 in 1906, 198 in 1905, 20-6 in 1904,
19-6 in 1903, 20-9 in 1902 and 22-1 in 1901. The death-rate for 1912 was therefore
below the average for the previous ten years.

The London death-rate during 1912 was 14-3 per 1,000 population, for England
and Wales it was 13-3, for 95 great towns, including London 146, and for 146 smaller
towns it was 13:0 per 1,000 population.

In Tables L, IIL, IV., V. and VI. (Appendix) are given the causes of death,
and the death-rates for the whole Borough and for its eight Wards, together with
other particulars as to the mortality amongst the inhabitants of Shoreditch during
the year. Tables L., IIL. and IV. are forms required by the Local Government

Board.

As compared with the figures for 1911 the death-rates were lower for all the
Wards of the Borough, except Wenlock. As for last year the rate was lowest in
Moorfields and highest in Whitmore Ward being 13-5 and 220 respectively. The
death-rate for the Borough was above the mean rate for the year for the first seven
weeks of the year. At the end of February there was a marked fall, and the rate
was below the average almost continuously until the beginning of October, when it
rose and remained above the mean during the remainder of the year. The highest
point touched was during the second week of November, when the rate was 27-2 per
1,000, the lowest in the second week of June when the death-rate was only 8-2 per
1,000 population. The elevation of the rate during the last quarter of the year was
mainly the result of the mortality from measles, bronchitis and pneumonia.  The

* Corrected for age and sex distribution the death-rate was 19-2 per 1,000 population.

+ The Shoreditch Workhouse which 1s situate in Whitmore Ward is, in the cases of some of the deaths
in outlying institutions, the last known place of residence in the Borough. This Ward is therefore
in all probability credited with some of the deaths rightly belonging to other Wards in the Borough.
This is a point to be borne in mind. in connection with the high rate for this Ward.
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mortality from diarrhoea affected the curve of the death-rate but slightly. The
summer was cooler than usual, and this circumstance doubtless played an important
part in keeping down the death-rate during the summer months.

The deaths of infants under the age of one year numbered 451, 281 being of males
and 170 of females, the deaths amounting to 22-3 per cent. of the total number of
deaths at all ages as compared with 26-8 for 1911, 276 in 1910, 23 in 1909, and
95-4 in 1908. The number of infants under one year dying during 1912 was at the
rate of 128 per 1,000 births belonging to Shoreditch registered during the year.
This rate is by far the lowest recorded for over 40 years. The infantile mortality
during the year amongst males was 156, whilst amongst females it was only 98 per
1,000 births.

The clief causes of death amongst infants under the age of one year were atrophy
debility and marasmus, prematurity, diarrhoea and enteritis, pneumonia, suffocation
in bed, whooping cough, bronchitis, measles and tuberculosis. With regard
to these causes, atrophy debility and marasmus may be said to be largely the
result of improper or insufficient feeding, mostly due either to ignorance or want of
means. The premature births of infants depend upon adverse conditions affecting
the health of the mothers during pregnancy, such as insufficient food, alcoholism,
excessive work, besides certain constitutional maladies. Suffocation of infants in
bed is mainly due to want of forethought or negligence. The remainder are the
results of infections. It is only in a comparatively small proportion of cases of
these infectious diseases that isolation can be carried out, and the consequence is
that in districts like Shoreditch, densely populated with poor people, there is a
greater tendency for these diseases to spread than in more sparsely populated
districts, which is an important factor to be noted in considering the infantile
mortality of the Borough.

In table IV. (Appendix) is contained a statement showing the various causes
of death amongst infants under the age of one year, the ages in weeks and months
being given. The table also shows the nett deaths and births during the year
amongst legitimate and illegitimate infants. Comparing this table with the table
for 1911 the reduction in the infantile mortality for the year under consideration
would mainly seem to be the result of a greatly reduced mortality from diarrhoea
and enteritis, together with smaller numbers of deaths from pneumonia and
bronchitis.
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In the subjoined table the causes of death amongst infants under one year for
cach of the eight Wards of the Borough are given :—

= e obE 1% IE .
i £ == med | 2
Cause of Death. b > E E FE g;g.: '% '..Eg E E 'E:,-E E;E 2 & [Totals,

é B |gE [2F :_-l; = £ = %-‘3 <B
Small pox........ S i | i o TNOS AT
Chicken poX....ovas| oo e i 5| i ] el e 1
Maaglas. . covisansns Iy 2 6 4 2 3 e 2 19
Scarlet Fever ...... b o 5 e L i o - .
Whooping Cough ..| 1 6 4 1 2 3 2 1] 20
Diphtheria and Croup| .. | .. |3 U [ | R 1 3
Erypelal wvussaan] wn |oee Dol cxe |omed el iy i
Tuberculous Menin-

P N O e R S S e ) R S
Abdominal Tubercu-

Iomis .vovvunnonns 42 - 3 o 1 2 i Wik 3
Other Tuberculous

Diseases ........ 1 i = 1 i =i i a s 2
Meningitis (not

Tuberculous) ....| .. 1 1 ;| KRR 1 1 ‘ 3
Convulsions ........ 1 2 e 3 1 5k 2 oy 9
Laryngitis ........ . i e i 1 . .s .o 1
Bronchifig. ... .cvias 1 9 3 3 2 2 4 1 20
Pneumonia(all forms)] 1| 14 5 6 6 q 4 3| 45
Diarrhoes oo vvvusess - T T 5 9 1 A 21 81
B I rE 3| R 1 10 1 q 15 G 2 o 49
BTy ) [ 1 a4 o5 L == 2 i = 1
Byphilig. ... . veve, - 2 3 1 =h 1 1 1 9
Rickets . vovvvssnnes e i g i 1 v i 1 2
Suffocation,  over-

0111 e b S SR 6 2 S R 6 1| 26
Injury at Birth ....| .. S a o (| SRS ‘e :
Atelactasis ........ s 1 1 = = 2 1 s 5
Congenital Malfor-

mations ... .as i 3 1 3 o 1 2 Q2 15
Premature Birth . ... 1 17 5 16 14 15 5 T I8
Atrophy, Debility and

Marasmus. ....... 4 23 10 10 12 5 13 4 81
Other causes........ o 3 B 2 3 3 3 1 2]

Potals . oivins 11 | 107 62 | 67 78 46 46 34 | 451

The infantile mortalities of the eight wards of the Borough are cuntained in
Table VI. (Appendix). The mortality was highest in Church Ward, where it
amounted to 152, and lowest in Moorficlds, where it was only 91 per 1,000 births.
In Acton Ward the infantile mortality was also low, only amounting to 95 per 1,000
births.

The infantile mortality was during 1912 markedly below the average throughout
the country, being only 95 per 1,000 births for England and Wales, and 99 for Loadon,
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figures which are considerably below that of Shoreditch. The marked difference
between the figures for Shoreditch and London has been noticeable for many
years past, and the conditions causing the same have been referred to in previous
reports. The work done by the Health Visitor with a view to mitigating the
results of these conditions are dealt with in her report (page 100 Appeadix).
Towards the end of the year the Health Visitor had the assistance of Miss Meses,
a fully qualified Health Visitor who volunteered her services for three full days
each week for a period of three months. This lady rendered some very valuable
assistance, especially in connection with the work under the Notification of Births
Act. Towards the end of the vear the health visiting staff was increased by the
appointment of Miss Jacocks, as Health Visitor for the Borough. This is referred

to later in the report (page 62).

The deaths of children aged from 1 to 5 years numbered 326, of which 102
were attributed to measles, 21 to whooping cough, 13 to diphtheria, 44 to various
forms of tuberculosis, 12 to bronchitis, 63 to pneumonia, 21 to diarrhoea and enteritis,
and 15 to various forms of violence, of which 4 were the results of burns or scalds.

Altogether 777 or 38-4 per cent. of the total number of deaths at all ages during
the year were of children under 5 years of age, as compared with 44-7 for 1911.

Of children from 5 to 15 years of age, 78 died. The chief causes of death were
tuberculosis, which accounted for 16, other infectious diseases which resulted in
16, pneumonia, which caused 10, and various forms of violence which accounted
for 9 deaths, 4 of which resalted from street accidents,

Of persons aged between 15 and 25 years there died 69, of whom 23 were the
victims of consumption, 11 of diseases of the heart and circulatory organs, and
7 of pneumonia.

Of persons aged between 25 and 35 years there died 101, the chief causes of death
being consumption, which accounted for 37, diseases of the circulatory organs,
which resulted in 18 ; pneumonia, which caused 7, and Bright's disease, which ended
in 4 deaths. Three deaths were attributed to cancer and 5 were due to violence,
2 of which were suicidal.

Of persons aged from 35 to 45 years there died 174, of which 66 resulted from
consumption, 11 from cancer, 12 from diseases of the nervous system, 6 of which
were due to general paralysis of the insane, 19 from diseases of the heart and circula-
tory organs, 13 from bronchitis, 20 from pneumonia, 6 from diseases of the digestive
organs, 10 from Bright's disease, and 4 from violence, two of which were from

suicide.
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The deaths of persons aged from 45 to 55 years numbered 190, of which 43
were due to consumption, 14 to cancer, 8 to apoplexy, 2 to general paralyses of
the insane, 26 to diseases of the heart and circulatory organs, 18 to bronchitis,
20 to pneumonia, 17 to diseases of the digestive organs, of which 10 resulted from
cirrhosis of the liver, 17 to Bright's disease, and 5 to violence, 3 of which were due
to suicide.

Of 235 deaths amongst persons aged from 55 to 65 years, 26 were attributed
to consumption, 24 to cancer, 5 to old age, 19 to apoplexy, 4 general paralyses of
the insane, 38 to diseases of the heart and circulatory organs, 37 to bronchitis,
20 to pneumonia, 5 to cirrhosis of the liver, 25 to Bright's disease, and 6 to violence,
of which 4 were the results of suicidal acts.

Of 222 deaths amongst persons aged from 65 to 75 years, 8 were due to consump-
tion, 18 to cancer, 28 to old age, 17 to apoplexy, 30 to diseases of the heart and
circulatory organs, 53 to bronchitis, 12 to pneumonia, 21 to Bright's disease, and
6 to violence through falls.

Of 145 persons who died aged from 75 to 85 years, in 8 instances death was
attributed to cancer, in 74 to old age, 11 to apoplexy, 20 to bronchitis, 3 to Bright’s
disease, and 6 to violence through falls.

Of the persons who died 85 years and upwards, 1 died from cancer, 21 from
old age, 1 from valvular heart disease, and 3 from bronchitis.

The chief causes of death during the year were : tuberculosis which accounted
for 290 deaths, including 217 attributed to consumption or phthisis, pneumonia
which caused 208, bronchitis 184, old age 128, diseases of the heart and circulatory
organs 166, measles 126, diarrhoea and enteritis 99, cancer 79, prematurity 76,
Bright’s disease and acute nephritis 83, apoplexy 61, atrophy debility and marasmus
68, whooping cough 42, alcoholism and cirrhosis of the liver 27, and violence 83
deaths.

Of the 79 deaths from cancer 35 were of males and 44 of females. Fourteen
persons under 45 years and 9 over 75 were certified to have died from cancer. In
addition 9 deaths, 3 of males and 6 of females, were certified as being due to malignant
disease or sarcoma. Probably some of those attributed to malignant disease were
the result of cancer. The death-rate from cancer was 0+-72 per 1,000 population and
was again above the average. The rates for previous years are as follows :—0-72 in
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1911, 0-71 in 1910, 0-72 in 1909, 0-G4 in 1908, C-72 in 1907, 0-64 in 1906, 0-70 in
1905, 0-69 in 1904, 0-66 in 1903, 0-74 in 1902, 0-63 in 1901, 0-56 in 1900, 0-63 in
1899, 0-58 in 1898, 0-51 in 1897, 0-45 in 1896, 0-50 in 1895, 0-65 in 1984 and 0-54 in
1893.

Of the deaths attributed to alcoholism and cirrhosis of the liver 13 were of
males and 14 of females.

The deaths attributed to appendicitis numbered 8 as compared with 6 in 1911,
8 in 1910, 3 in 1909, 5 in 1908, 1 in 1907, 19 in 1906, 4 in 1905, 7 in 1904, 5in 1903,
4 in 1902 and 2 in 1901. Of the deaths during 1912, 5 were of males. The deaths
from peritonitis numbered 3, two of which were of males. Taking the deaths from
appendicitis and peritonitis together they were somewhat below the average in point
of number for the past 10 years.

Of the 88 deaths from violence 49 were of males and 39 of females. Through
accident or negligence 77 persons lost their lives. In 11 instances street accidents
in connection with vehicular traffic were the cause of death ; in 8 of these the per-
sons killed were males. In 7 instances death was due to burns or scalds ; all of
these were females. In 25 instances falls of various kinds were the cause of death.
The number of infants who lost their lives through being suffocated in bed was
26 as compared with 22 in 1911 and 35 in 1910. Eleven persons committed suicide

with one exception they were all males.

DEATHS IN PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS

The number and distribution of the deaths of persons belonging and not belong-
ing to the Borough in the public institutions situate in Shoreditch are as set out
in the subjoined table ;:—

Persons be- Persons not
Institution. longing to belonging to Total,

Bhoreditch. Shoreditch,
Holborn Union Workhouse ............ 7 237 244
Shoreditch Workhouse ,......vvvvenenas 542 30 572
Royal Chest Hoapital .................. 10 44 bR |
Convent Hospital ........ i R R P -- 1 1
Home of Good Shepherd................ 18 6 24
Babies’ Home, Brunswick Place.......... 27 10 3T
LORAMA % aoacwnis i miiion 604 328 932

|

Elsewhere than in public institutions, 5 persons not belonging to Shore
ditch died within the Borough.
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In the subjoined table are set forth the various institutions outside Shoreditch
with the numbers of persons belonging to the Borough dying therein :—

|

AsYLUMs, ]?;ifﬁi. | GexeraL HosprTALs— continued. éqa':tﬂh
Banstead s.coeeranrinaeeas e Mildmay ...... e 6
Eane il . cvonmnae o svanan 2 Queen’s (Children) ........ 63
Caterham  ........ SRR i St. Bartholomew's «v.vvu.s e
Olaybury . ..ccoeesesvaanans 10 Seaman's Hospital.......... 1
Colney Hatch c.oovvvivunane 14 Westminster .......ooue00 1
I i v e s 1
Dartford Heath .....cv0eees 5 | Seecar HosprraLs.
Horton....oovvvnnns wunnss 2 Bromptom, . . cvessviasarnees 1
Hanwell .....cco0000en EPPOR | Cancer Hospital ....... L ek 310
TonvoRlan wouw v s s s T Chest Hospital, Bethnal Green 3
Long Grove........ocevvees 9 City of London Lying-in .... 9
h[un?r T 2 Hospital for Women ........ 1
Tooting Bec......ovivenaens 3 Queen Mary's Hospital...... 3

HospiraLs ror INFECTIOUS DISEASE. Orthopedic Hospital ..... .. ;
Eastern ....oooviiieieenn 22 | INFIRMARIES AND W ORKHOUSES.
e L Rl :
2 LT R S R 1 Bermondsey Workhouse .... 1
South Eastern.,...ccoeeies 4 Bethnal Green Infirmary .... 3
i iy L | Bethnal Green Workhouse ., 1

TRk e Sy (9 3 A = Camberwell Infirmary ...... 1

GexErAL HospiTALS. | Hackney Infirmary ........ 3
East London (Children} .... 7 | ]'Ininmarmmﬁth Infirmary .... 1
Froidenheill «isues osronres 2 E[" Moz FICEIREY. (cuwe s d :
Mg Gaieme e ; ull'flnmvarlc Infirmary........ 1
GOrmAan «.:.vsssissassren 3 Whitechapel Inflrmary ...c.. |
Gt. Ormond Street (Children) 26 | grygr IwstrTUTIONS.
Great Northern .......... oo 1
BOYIB T i s e e 2 Bethnal House ........ Rt |
Hampstead General ........ 1 Home for 8Sick Children,
King's College ............ 1 Bydenham ............ 1
AR . v vk wnen s nu s . 15 | 8t. Joseph's Hospice ..... A
London Temperance ........ 1 St. Luke’'s House ...vvv00e. 2
Metropolitan .....coi0vanee 67 |  Pentonville Prison.......... 1
Middlesex +.vevessrinsvsra 2 Wormwood Serubbs Prison .. 1

Of 455 persons belonging to Shoreditch dying in public institutions beyond the
limits of the Borough, 285 died in general hospitals, 62 in asylums, 56 in fever
hospitals, 18 in workhouses and infirmaries, 24 in hospitals for special diseases, and
11 in other institutions. Elsewhere than in public institutions 19 persons belonging
to Shoreditch died beyond the limits of the Borough.

Altogether 1,059 or 52'5 per cent. of the deaths of persons belonging to Shore-
ditch took place in public institutions.
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SICKNESS AMONGST THE POOR.

The cases coming under the treatment of the district medical officers in con.
nection with the Poor Law Dispensary in Hoxton Street during 1912 numbered
5,201 as compared with 5,209 in 1911, 5,445 in 1910, 5,261 in 1909, 4,453 in 1908,
4,380 in 1907, 4,107 in 1906 and 4,014 in 1905. An analysis of the cases treated
is recorded in Table VII. (Appendix).

The diseases classed as infectious accounted for 991 as compared with 924 in
1911, 923 in 1910, 945 in 1909, 707 in 1908, and 763 in 1907. Consumption, measles,
influenza, and whooping cough were responsible for more than two-thirds of the
infectious cases. As compared with the figures for 1911 there was a marked in-
crease in the number of cases of influenza, and there were also increases in the
numbers of cases of consumption, measles and whooping cough. The cases of
diarrhoea were greatly decreased, doubtless to be accounted for by the cool summer,
Diseases of the respiratory organs, which are also in the main to be regarded as
infectious, numbered 1,461 cases as compared with 1,458 in 1911, 1,344 in 1910,
1,444 in 1909 and 1,268 in 1908. Of the cases during 1912, bronchitis caused 1,292
and 110 were due to pneumonia. Rheumatism was given as the diagnosis in 458
cases as compared with 408 in 1911 and 398 in 1910. Cases of rheumatic fever were
below the average in point of number, there being only 28 as compared with 53 in
1911, 53 in 1910, 47 in 1909 and 32 in 1998. Cases diagnosed as gout numbered
57 as compared with 95 in 1911, 100 in 1910 and 104 in 1909. Dyspepsia and other
disorders of the digestive system accounted for 463 of the cases as compared with
546 in 1911 and 688 in 1910. The cases diagnosed as cancer numbered 25 as com-
pared with 31 in 1911, 37 in 1910, 36 in 1909, 14 in 1908, 20 in 1907, 43 in 19086,
37 in 1905, 27 in 1904, 30 in 1903, 12 in 1902, 31 in 1901, 33 in 1900, 18 in 1899,
9 in 1898, 15 in 1897, 21 in 1896, 15 1in 1895, 27 in 1894 and 23 in 1893.

Diseases of the locomotive system accounted for 247 cases, chiefly of ulcerated
legs, as compared with 240 in 1911 and 263 in 1910, and diseases of the skin for
148 as compared with 163 in 1911 and 236 in 1910.

INFECTIOUS DISEASES.

The infectious diseases included under the headings numbered 1 to 35 and 170
in Table V. (Appendix), resulted in 589 deaths as compared with 673 in 1911, 511
in 1910, 676 in 1909, 622 in 1908, 747 in 1907, 776 in 1906, 717 in 1905, 791 in 1904,
762 in 1903, 767 in 1902 and 762 in 1901 The number was therefore markedly
below the average for the previous 10 years. They amounted to 29-0 per cent. of
the total number of deaths from all causes as compared with 30-2 per cent. in 1911,
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96-7 in 1910, 30-8 in 1909, and 307 in 1908. As compared with the figure for 1911,
the decrease in 1912 is to be accounted for by the markedly few deaths from diarrhoea.
Deaths from consumption show an increase on the figure for 1911, otherwise there
is nothing of importance to comment upon as regards the mortality from the other
snfectious diseases. The deaths from consumption and the other forms of tuber-
culosis amounted to nearly 50 per cent. of the total number of deaths from infec-
tious diseases, and of the remaindermeasles, whooping cough, and diarrhoea accounted
for the greater number. The death-rate from these infectious diseases was 5-3 per
1,000 inhabitants as compared with 6-1 in 1911, 4-5 in 1910, 5:9 in 1909, 54 in
1908, 6-5 in 1907, 6-7 in 1906, 6-2 in 1905, 6-8 in 1904, and 6-5 in 1903. The rate
was {herefore markedly below the average for previous years.

In the subjoined table the deaths from the infectious diseases referred to above
have been grouped according to age :i—

Age Under I l i i | | 85 and)
\ge, [Under| .5 15.10|10-15/15-20/20-25,25-3533-45 15-5555-65 65-75/75-85 up-
gy | | | | | wards.

| - - -

No.of| 110 /108 25 wslao | ag| 72| 51 ] 8| 11| &
deaths I |

|

The above shows that the majority of the deaths were of children under b
years of age. Of the total number of deaths of children under 5 years of age from
all causes, nearly 40 per cent. resulted from the infectious diseases referred to as
compared with 42 per cent. in 1911, 35 in 1910, 43 in 1909, 40 in 1908 2nd 42 in
1907. In infants under the age of 1 year, measles, whooping cough, diarrhoea,
and tuberculosis accounted for most of the deaths. Amongst children aged from
1 to 5 years, measles was the most active caunse of death, but whooping cough,
diphtheria, and tuberculosis also caused many deaths. The chief cause of the mortality
from infectious diseases amongst persons aged 20 years and upwards was con-

sumption,

The deaths from the principal zymotic diseases—namely, small pox, measles
scarlet fever, diphtheria, including membranous croup, whooping cough, enteric
fever and diarrhoea—numbered 235 as compared with 349 in 1911 and 217 in 1910,
The death-rate due to these diseases, which is termed the zymotic death-rate, was
2-1 per 1,000 population as compared with 3-2 in 1911, 1-9 in 1910, 2-7 in 1909,
1-0 in 1908, 2-9 in 1907, 3-1 in 1906, 28 in 1905, 3-2 in 1904, 2-8 in 1903, 3-6 in
1902, 2-9 in 1901, 3-1 in 1900, 3-6 in 1899, 4-1 in 1898, 4-2 in 1897, 4-3 in 1896,
3-8 in 1895, 2-8 in 1894 and 4-7 in 1893.

The zymotic death-rate was therefore markedly below the average for previous
years. A comparison of the zymotic death-rates of London and Shoreditch and the
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eight wards of the Borough is given in Table VI. (Appendix). The rate was highest
in Whitmore Ward and lowest in Haggerston Ward, being 2-9 and 0-8 per 1,000
population respectively.

Excluding cases of cerebro-spinal fever, which numbered 6, and ophthalmia
neonatorum which numbered 17, also the cases of phthisis, 460 cases of infectious
disease were notified, a decrease of 134 as compared with the namber for 1911,

The number of cases annually certified since 1889, when notification became
compulsory, and the attack-rate per 1,000 population are set out below :—

’ Number of Attack-rate per 1,000
Year. cases, inhabitants,
1890 1158 0:4
1891 B62 70
18492 1478 12-0
1893 1987 16:2
1894 1104 -0
1895 1157 -4
1896 1473 [2:1
1897 1331 10-9
1898 960 78
1899 1116 9-2
1900 989 81
1901 1146 9-5
1902 1239 10-5
1903 664 56
1904 176 66
1905 1151 o8
1906 951 82
1907 1265 10°8
1908 1028 88
1909 729 63
1910 028 4-5
1911 594 53
1812 460 4-2

The cases of notifiable infectious disease certified in the Metropolis during
1911 number some 23,660, excluding cases certified as anthrax, glanders, pulmonary
tuberculosis, ophthalmia neonatorum, measles, cerebro-spinal fever, and acute
polio-myelitis. The attack-rate was 5-2 per 1,000 inhabitants as compared with
5-3in 1911 and 44 in 1910. The attack-rate for Shoreditch therefore was markedly
lower than that of the Metropolis during 1912.

Subjoined is a list of the infectious diseases which are notifiable, excluding
pulmonary tuberculosis, showing the numbers of cases certified in the Borough
for each of the four quarters of the year, and the numbers and percentage of the
cases removed to hospital :(—
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: “irst cond Third Fourth .
Sipeany. | L.}Fl:lnﬁcr. f;ifal‘iur. Quarter. | Quarter. e
Bmall Pox ....... .‘ S W i o 4 aa
Scarlet Fever or Scar- s | G 40 50 151 4
7 ARG S , L
Diphtherie & Membra- | | 3 | g o PSR o
nous Croup........ . i ' '
OBLTE s e r ik ien .l "a o “ 1 1 1
ROl o e i i . aia i . i
Enteric Fever (Typhoid) 2 ] 4 e 14 1
Continued Fever ...... AER (A . e e .
Relapsing Fever ...... ‘i s ‘s S ia
Puerperal Fever ...... 1 4 2 1 8 4
Erysipelas .....v.co0es 40 | 40 30 39 149 6
Plague ,...ie04 TR e ua .k .o .
Cerebro-Bpinal Fever .. 2 5 3
(landers..,.... |' o o > ! e e
PEARNPRE: o omn v i ks ol ' s = L .
Hydrophobia .......... e o e . " .
Acute Anterior Polio-
DRTORERIR & oy i v i R B 5 e B =2 via
Ophthalmia Neonatorum 8 3 S| 4 17
| -
T R 116 117 127 | 122 482 | 40
; |
Numbers and percentages 70 75 05 81 321 |
of cases removed to
hospitals | 607 647 57 | 61% 667

As compared with the figures for 1911, the cases of scarlet fever, diphtheria,
enteric fever, erysipelas, and ophthalmia neonatorum all show decreases. There
were no cases of small pox nor of acute anterior polio myelitis. There was 1 more
case of cerebro-spinal fever and 3 of puerperal fever than for last year. The
deaths from the principal zymotic diseases which are notifiable, namely small pox,
scarlet fever, diphtheria and enteric fever, were at the rate of 0-23 per 1,000 popula-
tion whereas the rate from the principal zymotic diseases which are not notifiable,
namely measles, whooping cough and diarrhoea, was 187, or eight times as great.

Generally it may be stated that the year 1912 in respect to the prevalence of
notifiable infectious diseases in Shoreditch, excluding pulmonary tuberculosis, was
most distinctly satisfactory, the cases being smallest in number and the attack-
rate the lowest so far recorded for the Borough.

ISOLATION OF INFECTIOUS CASES.

Cases of small pox, scarlet fever, and diphtheria removed to hospital, with
very few exceptions, are taken to the hospitals of the Metropolitan Asylums Board.
Cases of enteric fever, puerperal fever, and erysipelas not infrequently go into the
Shoreditch Infirmary or into the general hospitals in the neighbourhood. Under
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the Metropolitan Asylums (Measles) Order, 1911, and the Metropolitan Asylums
(Whooping Cough) Order, 1912, persons not paupers reasonably believed to be
suffering from measles or whooping cough may be admitted into the hospitals of
the Metropolitan Asylums Board. A similar order, dated 1912, applies in like manner

to puerperal fever.

The notifiable infectious diseases, cases of which are receivable into the hos-
pitals of the Board, are small pox, scarlet fever, diphtheria, enteric fever, typhus
fever and cerebro-spinal fever. The number of cases of these diseases certified
Table II. (Appendix) was 308, and the number removed to hospital (not necessarily
to hospitals of the Metropolitan Asylums Board) was 296, which gives a percentage
of 96-1 as compared with 97-0 in 1911, 97-7 in 1910, 97 in 1909, 97-3 in 1908, 97-5
in 1907, and 96 in 1906. The percentages for previous years are contained in the
report for 1905.

RETURN CAB3ES.

One instance came under observation in which a recurrence of scarlet fever
followed on the return home of a patient who had been suffering from scarlet
fever and treated in hospital. The facts are briefly as follows:—

Edith H——, aged 3, was removed to hospital, certified to have scarlet fever,
on July 12, returning home on August 22nd. On the day of her return it was noticed
that she had a discharge from her nose, but this ceased about September 8th. The
following cases subsequently occurred in the family :—Mrs. H , the child's
mother, had a “* sore 7’ throat on September 15th ; Alice H , aged 15, a sister,
fell ill on September 16th and was certified to have scarlet fever on September
18th, the rash showing on that date ; Lowsa H , aged 17, fell ill on September
%1st, the rash showing on the same date, and she was certified to have the disease
on September 22nd. So far as the mother was concerned, she stated that she had
had no rash, and subsequently no evidence of desquamation was observed.

SMALL POX.

There were no cases of small pox in Shoreditch during the year, and only about
6 cases were certified in the whole of London.

VACCINATION.

The last official figures as to vaccination in the Borough are those published
with the report of the Medical Officer of the Local Government Board for 1911-12,
and relate to the year 1910. Of the births registered during that year, in 43-6 per
cent. vaccination was successfully performed and 34-4 per cent. were not finally
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accounted for, the latter figure including postponed cases. Altogether 470 per cenl,
of the children whose births were registered in 1910 were unvaccinated at the end
of the year. The last figure includes those exempted by conscientious objection
certificates, which numbered 439 or 12-6 per cent. of the births registered as com-
pared with 6-8 per cent. in 1909, 4-7 per cent. in 1908, 2:1 per cent. in 1907, 07
in 1906, 0-8 in 1905, 0-5 in 1904, 06 in 1903 and 0-3 in 1902.

In the following table are contained the percentages of children born not finally
accounted for as regards vaccination, including postponed cases, each year from
1891 to 1910 for Shoreditch, the Metropolis, and the rest of England :(—

3 it i Rest of y : i i Rest of
Year, Shoreditch. | Metropolis. Eaghoud. Year. Shoreditch. | Metropolis. Fi;
|
1891 8-8 16-4 12:9 1901 444 241 11:2
1892 108 184 14:3 1902 | 36-1 21-3 100
1893 16:2 18-2 15-7 1903 460 207 91
1894 339 206 19-0 1904 34-2 191 87
1895 475 249 19-8 1905 | 359 18-9 86
1896 955 264 22-8 1906 | 32'6 21-2 9:5
1897 674 29-1 216 1907 [ 31-2 227 10-3
1898 684 330 | 196 1908 345 21'3 94
1899 542 277 15°4 1909 336 206 9-2
1900 52'8 | 258 I 13:9 1910 34-4 205 88
|

To the foregoing should be added the percentages of these for whom con-
scientious objection certificate were granted to obtain the percentage of unvaccinated.
Taken together the figures show a further decrease in the amount of vaceination
in the Borough.

SCARLET FEVER.

The cases certified during 1912 numbered 151 as compared with 234 in 1911,
210 in 1910, 339 in 1909, 590 in 1908, 876 in 1907, 629 in 1906, 789 in 1905, 343
in 1904 and 255 in 1903. The number for 1912 was the smallest so far recorded
for any year in Shoreditch since the disease was made notifiable in 1889,

In 1, or 0-6 per cent. of the cases certified, intimations were received from the
Metropolitan Asylums Board that the patient had not been suffering from the
disease. Corrected for errors in diagnosis, the cases during the year numbered 150
as compared with 212 in 1911, 181 in 1910, 321 in 1909, 573 in 1908, 822 in 1907,
599 in 1906, 776 in 1905, 326 in 1901 and 237 in 1903.

The distribution of the cases certified, and the deaths amongst males and
females in the Borough and its eight wards during the year were as shown in the
subjoined table :-—
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SCARLET FEVER.
Wards, NoriFicaTioNs. Fatar Caszs.
Male. | Female. | Total. Male. Female. | Total.
|

Hﬂ'ﬂrﬁﬂldﬂ EEEEEEEE R 2 I 3‘ C | I 1
Church ..... R Vil ok 12 20 i LR .
Y e 16 16 32 o 1 1
Wanlogk ..o i 13 16 29 e i
W}litmﬂm |||||||||||||| 1 ':I 1? ?; - . -
Kingaland .....c..0000 8 . s o
Hagperston . ..ouonsenes 6 7 13 1 - 1
Aﬂtﬂﬂ llllllll T L T ] B T 15 1 L 1

Totals for Borough....| 71 80 151 2 2 4

The cases are grouped according to ages in Table II. (Appendix). Of the cases
certified 146 or 98 per cent. were removed to hospital as compared with 98-3 in
1911, 99 in 1910, 97-9 in 1909, 97-9 in 1908, 98-6 in 1907, 97-4 in 1906, 97 in 1905
and 96 in 1904. The percentages for previous years are given in the report for
1903.

The cases certified were at the rate of 1-3 per 1,000 inhabitants as compared
with 2-1 in 1911, 1-8 in 1910, 2-9 in 1909, 5-1 in 1908, 7-5 in 1907, 5-3 in 1906, 6-7
in 1905, 2-9 in 1904, 2-1 in 1903, 21 in 1902, 4:7 in 1901 and 2-7 in 1900. The
attack-rate in the Borough was highest in Hoxton Ward and lowest in Moorfields,
being 1°9 in the former as compared with 0-6 per 1,000 population in the latter.

The deaths numbered 4 as compared with 7 in 1911, 4 in 1910, 7 in 1909, 28
in 1908, 28 in 1907, 20 in 1906, 27 in 1905 and 13 in 1904, the death-rate being
0-03 per 1,000 population as compared with 0-06 in 1911, 0-03 in 1910, 0-06 in
1909, 0-24 in 1908, 0-24 in 1907, 0-17 in 1906, 0-23 in 1905 and 0-11 in 1904. The
mortality from scarlet fever has very greatly decreased during recent years. The
mortality of fifty years ago if compared with that of the past few years would be
found to be something like thirty times as great.

The severer types of scarlet fever have become much less common of late years.
The case mortality was at the rate of 2:6 per cent. of the cases certified as com-
pared with 3 per cent. in 1911, 1-9 in 1910, 2-0 in 1909, 4-7 in 1908, 3-1 in 1907,
3:1 in 1906, 3+4 in 1905, 3-8 in 1904, 2-7 in 1903, 3-3 in 1902, 3-5 in 1901 and 54
in 1900. The case mortality and the death-rate were therefore below the average.
Amongst children under 5 years there were 60 cases with 3 deaths, the case
mortality being 5 per cent. as compared with 8 per cent. in 1911, 2'3 in 1910, 23
in 1909, 89 in 1908, 7-2 in 1907, 6 in 1906, 7-7 in 1905, 7-8 in 1904, 2-7 in 1903,
53 in 1902, 6-8 in 1901 and 12 in 1900.
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Amongst persons over 5§ years there were 91 cases with 1 death. The
case mortality was therefore 1-1 per cent. (allowing for the error in diagnosis) as
compared with 1-6 in 1910, 1-9 in 1909, 2-2 in 1908, 1-2 in 1907, 1-3 in 1906,
1-0 in 1903, 1-8 in 1904, 2-7 in 1903 and 1:7 in 1902. There were no deaths from
scarlet fever amongst persons over 5 during 1911.

The cases of scarlet fever in the Metropolis numbered 11,328, the attack-rate
being 2-5 per 1,000 inhabitants as compared with 2-3 in 1911, 2-1 in 1910, 3-5 in
1909, 4-6 in 1908, 5:6 in 1907, 4:3 in 1906, 4-1 in 1905, 2-8 in 1904, 2-7 in 1903,
3-9 in 1902, 4-4 in 1901 and 3-0 in 1900. The deaths numbered 159 the death-rate
being 003 per 1,000 as compared with 0-03 in 1911, 0-04 in 1910, 0-08 in 1909, 0-11
in 1908, 0-13 in 1907, 0-11 in 1906, 0-11 in 1905, 0-08 in 1904, 0-07 in 1903, 0-12
in 1902, 0-13 in 1901 and 0-08 in 1900.

DIPHTHERIA (INCLUDING MEMBRANOUS CROUP).

The cases ceriified numbered 149 as compared with 171 in 1911, 127 in 1910,
183 in 1909, 202 in 1908 and 211 in 1907. No intimations were received from the
Metropolitan Asylums Board that any of these cases were other than diphtheria.

The numbers of cases and the deaths amongst males and females in the Borough
and its eight wards are given in the subjoined table :—

DIPHTHERIA (Including Membranous Croup.)
Ward, Cases CERTIFIED. FataL CasEs.
Male, Female. E Total. Male. Female, Total,

Moorfields . . o vueeannnnns 1 1 { 2 T s e
T PH g ) e SRR SR R 13 5 18 3 1 4
13 F0h 0 7 g R 15 10 25 2 S 2
Wenlotk: Coiians s 12 7 19 Ch 3 3
MW HIEOPE: | yae ains sav s 12 (i 18 9 - 2
]{inga]uml .............. 10 9 19 :
Haggerston .......00.00. 6 6 12 .o o i
- T TR e e T 12 12 24 5 1 i

Totals for Borough ....| 81 56 137 12 5 17

The cases are grouped according to ages in Table II. (Appendix). Of the cases
certified, 96 per cent. were removed to hospital as compared with 95 per cent. in
1911, 97 in 1910, 96 in 1909, 96 in 1908, 94 in 1907, 91 in 1906, 93 in 1905, 91 in
1904, 88 in 1903, 84 in 1902, 83 in 1901, 86 in 1900, 80 in 1899, 77 in 1898, 67
in 1897, and 65 in 1896.
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The cases certified were at the rate of 1-2 per 1,000 inhabitants as compared
with 1-5 in 1911, 1-1 in 1910, 1:5 in 1909 and 1-7 in 1908. The attack-rate was
highest in Acton Ward and lowest in Moorfields, being 1-9 per 1,000 in the former
and 0-4 in the latter ward.

The deaths numbered 18, the death-rate being 0-18 per 1,000 as compared
with 0-20 in 1911, 0-12 in 1910, 0-18 in 1909, 0-11 in 1908, 0-17 in 1907, 0-12 in
1906, 0-14 in 1905, 0-16 in 1904, 0-18 in 1903, 0-18 in 1902, 0-23 in 1901, 0-45 in
1900 and 0-52 in 1899. The diphtheria death-rates in the wards of the Borough
are contained in Table VI. (Appendix). The rate was highest in Acton Ward where
it was 0-48 per 1,000 population. There were no deaths from diphtheria during the
year in either Moorfields, Kingsland or Haggerston Wards.

The case mortality was 13:1 per cent. of the cases certified as compared with
12-7 in 1911, 11:0 in 1910, 11-5 in 1909, 6-4 in 1908, 9-5 in 1907, 10-5 in 1906, 15-2
in 1905 and 10°3 in 1904.

The case mortalities for previous years are contained in the Report for 1906.

Of the deaths from diphtheria during 1911, 16 were of children under 5 years
of age, the mortality being at the rate of 20-8 per cent. of the cases certified amongst
children at that age period as compared with 20-6 in 1911, 17-2 in 1910, 157 in
1909, 9-5 in 1908, 15-6 in 1907, 16 in 1906, 14-7 in 1905, 16-3 in 1904, 23-8 in 1903,
90-5 in 1902, 154 in 1901, 22-7 in 1900, 34-2 in 1899, 20-5 in 1898, 36-0 in 1897,
21-8 in 1896, 47-5 in 1895, 43-0 in 1894 and 61-0 in 1893. There were two deaths
of children aged from 5 to 10 years. The mortality amongst persons over 5
years of age was at the rate of 3-3 per cent. of the cases certified.

The usual enquiries were made as to the circumstances attending the occurrence
of diphtheria in the Borough ~ With respect to 126 of the cases certified during the
year, they were distributed amongst males and females at certain age periods as set
out in the subjoined table :—

Age Period. Male, Female. Torar.
TTder L FOHT s e nin wission] 8 2 10
From 1 to Z2years ........| 13 3 16
wy 2 [L) 3 ¥y 2 s e EEawma 9 3 | 12
SRR e 9 o lvsr o
S I A 8 7 15
B i ol i 15 18 33
S 9 6 15
Ower 18 JOAXE .oeunianivis 2 9 11

LAt b vl :

ORIN-G e s 73 B 126




21

In 62 of the cases the patients were children attending school, and in 52 of these
they were at school within a week of being certified as having the disease. As noted
in previous years, there were instances in which the children were at school whilst
suffering from diphtheria, before the nature of their illness was recognised. In
45 other cases, although the patients themselves were not school-going children,
there were other children in the houses who were. In 8 instances the histories
showed that there had been cases of ‘“ sore throat ”’ amongst the inmates of the
houses in which the patients resided. In 9 instances there was evidence pointing
to infection from previous cases in the Borough. In 86 instances the houses were
occupied by members of more than one family, in 32 by single families, and in
8 instances the cases occurred in artisan’s dwellings of the block type. With regard
to the sanitary condition of the dwellings, in 85 this was satisfactory, in 16 fairly so,
and in 25 it was unsatisfactory, but these figures must not be taken asan indication
that a satisfactory sanitary condition is favourable to the occurrence of diphtheria
in houses. Similar proportions have been obtained in inspecting houses in which
no diphtheria cases were notified.

The cases certified as diphtheria in London numbered 7,109, as compared with
7,378 in 1911, 5,508 in 1910, 6,783 in 1909, 7,840 in 1908 and 8,585 in 1907, the
attack-rates being 1-5, 1-6, 1-1, 14, 1-6 and 1-8 per 1.000 population for the
6 years respectively. The deaths from the disease in the Metropolis numbered 452
as compared with 612 in 1911, 434 in 1910, 605 in 1909 and 724 in 1908, the death-
rate for the five years respectively being 0°10, 0-11, 0-09, 0-12 and 0-15 per 1,000
population.

ENTERIC OR TYPHOID FEVER.

The cases numbered 14 as certified, but 2 were subsequently not regarded as
cases of enteric fever at the hospitals to which they were removed, and a third which
was not removed to hospital was probably not a case of enteric fever.

The numbers of cases certified yearly since 1889 are set out in the following
table :(—

i Wumber of s Number of

: Cascs, a Cases,
1890 202 1902 149
1891 111 1903 101
1892 LR 1904 48
1883 | 111 1905 36
1894 85 19086 39
1895 99 . 1907 34
1896 114 1908 101
1897 107 1909 40
18498 a1 1910 49
1399 171 1911 29
1900 122 1912 14
1901 96
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In my annual report for 1911, I directed attention to the small number of
cases for that year as compared with the numbers for previous years. The number
for 1912 is still smaller, and a glance at the above table will show how greatly enteric
fever has decreased in the Borough during recent years. The attack-rate was a
little over 0-1 per 1,000 population as compared with 0-2 in 1911, 0-4 in 1910,
0-4 in 1909, 0-8 in 1908, 0-3 in 1907, 0-3 in 1906, 0-3 in 1905, 0-4 in 1904 and 0-8
in 1903. The deaths numbered 4, the death-rate being 0-03 per 1,000 population
as compared with 0-00 for 1911, 0-07 for 1910, 0-05 for 1909, 0-09 for 1908, 0-05
for 1907, 0-03 for 1906, 0-01 for 1905, 0-07 for 1904, 0-11 for 1903 and 0-20 for 1902,
The rate although higher than for last year was, however, markedly below the average.
The case-mortality was at the rate of 285 per cent. of the cases certified (33 per
cent. deducting the cases not regarded as having been enteric fever) as compared
with 45 in 1911, 16 in 1910 and 12-2 in 1909. The case mortality for the 19 years
ending 1911 averaged 14-0 per cent. of the cases certified.

The distribution of the cases certified and deaths amongst males and females
in the Borough and its eight wards during 1912 are shown in the subjoined table :—

ENTERIC FEVER.

Wards. NoOTIFICATIONS. Farar Cases.
Mala. Famals, Total. Male. Female. Total,
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E10TT e | B R T 4 2 6 1 . 1
Hﬂxtﬂﬂ RN T ] LI} l &
WERIOCK: o ovasdavsawdns 1 1 2 1 1
Whitmore..... A o 2 2 1 - 1
Eangaland ...eecicinss 1 .o 1 .t .
Haggerston ........ e S " it ¥
.ﬂ.ﬂ-’tﬂn @ 8 B B W B 8 O o8 4 @ ) OF F WA L 2 2 LI ] 1

Totals for Borough.... 7 T 14 2 2 4

The cases are grouped according to ages in Table II. (Appendix).

All the cases except one, which terminated fatally at home, were removed to
hospital. In 4 cases there was no history obtained which threw any light upon
the source of infection, in 2 the patients were away at Southend about the time
they might have been infected. Shellfish had been eaten in 2 instances. In 2
instances the patients were new arrivals in the Borough and were ailing when they
came to Shoreditch.
















































































































































































































































