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Metropolitan Borough of Shoreditch

ANNUAL REPORT or T}-'IE MEDICAL OFFICER or HEALTH.

Health Department,
Town Hall,
Old Street, E.C.
January, 1909,

To the Mayor, Aldermen and Conncillors of the Metropolitan Bovough of Shoreditch.

SIR AND GENTLEMEN,

This report deals with the public health, sanitary condition and vital
statistics of the Borough of Shoreditch for the year ending December 31st, 1908.

POPULATION.

The number of persons resident in the Borough is estimated at 115,642, as
compared with 116,073 1n 1907, 116,506 in 1906, 116,939 in 1905, 117,360 in
1904, and 117,740 in 1903. The estimated populations in the registration
sub-districts are as follows:—Shoreditch South, comprising Moorhelds,
Church, and Hoxton Wards, 42,458; Shoreditch North-West, comprising
Wenlock and Whitmore Wards, 37,310; and Shoreditch North-East, com-
prising Kingsland, Haggerston, and Acton Wards, 35874. The estimated
population in the eight Wards of the Borough are set out below : —

Ward. Population. Ward, Population.
I
Moortields ........ 5381 | Whitmore ........ 18,188
815 1T R 19,5683 | Kingsland ........ 11,002
7 b 10y R 17,5614 | Haggerston........ 12,526
WA o s o 5 s 19,122 _ | AobOR -iiieesinans 12,346
|

The population of Wenlock Ward includes that of the Holborn Union
Workhouse, situate in this locality, estimated at 1,373. For certain statistical
purposes the inmates of this workhouse are not regarded as persons belonging
to Shoreditch, and are, for these purposes, excluded in estimating the popula-
tion of the Borough, which becomes, therefore, 114,269, whilst that of the Ward
15 reduced to 17,749.

Shoreditch has a decreasing population, the chief decrease taking place
in the southern part of the Borough, wherg there is a displacement of the
inhabitants owing to the erection of warehouses and other business premises
on sites formerly occupied by dwelling houses.



2

In the following table are given the areas of the wards in acres, and the
estimated populations per acre:—

Ward. | Areain |Population Ward. Area in  Population
ACTOE, P,ar ACTE, REDEE, per acre,
Moorfields......| 71 75 | Whitmore...... | 76 230
OBUrah . .qvnnns 106 185 | Kingsland...... 72 | 153
Hoxton .. ... 78 224 | Haggerston ....| 66 190
Wenlock ...... a0 197 Aokon i va 83 148
|

In the above table the areas of the water-ways of the Regent's Canal
and of the site occupied by the Holborn Union Workhouse have not been
taken into account.

BIRTHS.

The births registered in the Borough numbered 3,553, of which 1,775 were
of males and 1,778 of females. The number corrected by the inclusion of the
births occurring in public institutions outside Shoreditch, the parents being
residents of the Borough, and the exclusion of those occurring in public institu-
tions within the Borough, the parents not being residents of Shoreditch, was
4,678, of which 1,841 were of males and 1,837 of females.

The distribution of the corrected births in the eight wards of the Borough
1s given below :—

Ward, Males, Females. Total,
Moorfields ........ 51 73 124
B IUEVE L e ' 327 324 Gal
Hoztoh wi-vinnn i 317 sll G28
Wenlock.......... 974 257 531
Whitmore ......... 204 316 Gl0
Kingsland ........ 187 221 408
Haggerston ...... 201 180 381
Kot srnvaing 190 155 345

Totals. .. ... 1,841 1,837 3,678

Outside the Borough 204 births were registered, 99 of males and 105 of
females, the parents being residents of Shoreditch. In the Shoreditch Infirmary
174 births occurred, of which 82 were of males and 92 of females. In five of
these (three of males and two of females) the parents did not belong to Shore-
ditch. In the Holborn Union Workhouse there were 82 births, 33 of males
and 49 of females. In 74 of these (30 male and 44 female) the parents were
not resident in the Borough.
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Of the births in the Shoreditch Infirmary 67 (28 male and 39 female) were
returned as illegitimate ; in the Holborn Workhouse 41 were returned as such.
Elsewhere in the Borough 36 (10 of males and 26 of females) were given as
illegitimate. '

Information was supplied by the London County Council relating to
some 537 births during the year belonging to Shoreditch which were attended
by registered midwives. Of these 71 were hospital confinements. It may
also be mentioned that notifications as required under the Notification of
Births Act were received relating to 38 births belonging o the Borough.

The birth-rate for the Borough was 2.2 per 1,000 inhabitants, as com-
pared with 324 in 1907, 33.6 in 1906, and 34.2 in 1905. The birth rates for
the eight wards of the Borough are contained in Table VIL (Appendix). The
births for the whole of England and Wales during 1908 were at the rate ol
26.5; for 76 great towns the rate was 27.0, and for 142 smaller 1t was 26.0 per
1,000 population.  The birth-rate of the Metropolis was 252 per 1,000 in-
habitants. The birth-rate for Shoreditch although decreasing still remains
much above the average for the country generally.

MARRIAGES.

The marriages in the Borough during 1908 numbered 972, as com-
pared with 1,109 in 1907, 1,074 in 1906, 1,068 in 1905, 1,066 in 1904, 1,146 in
1903, 1,156 in 1902, 1,073 in 1901, and 1,157 in 1900. The persons married
were at the rate of 16.8 per 1,000 population, as compared with 15.9 for the
whole of London. These rates are the lowest so far recorded.

_ DEATHS.
The deaths during 1908 numbered 2,006, as compared with 2,365 in 1907,
2989 in 1906, 2,296 in 1905, and 2,592 in 1904. The number 1s the smallest
recorded for over fifty years.

The distribution of the deaths amongst males and females in the eight
wards of the Borough is as shown in the following table : —

Ward. Males. Females. Total.
Moorfields ... . .- 51 28 79
Gl o ; 187 148 335
13107 01 e A, 175 155 330
Wenlock ........ .- 144 131 278
Whitmore . ...s«s: 220 190 419
Kingsland ........ 103 fu 193
Haggerston ...... 93 104 197
L T R 105 70 175

Tobals - .ccos s 1,087 919 2,006
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The deaths of males were 168 in excess of those of females. The death
rate of the Borough for 1908 was 17.5* per 1,000 inhabitants, as compared
with 20,6 in 1907, 19.8 in 190G, 19.8 in 1905, 20.6 in 1904, and 19.6G in 1903.
It was 17 per cent. below the average for the previous ten years, and the lowest
recorded for Shoreditch for over fifty years.

The death-rate of the Metropolis tor 1908 was 13.8 that of England and
Wales 14.7, of 76 great towns 15.8, and of 142 smaller towns 14.7 per 1000

population.

In Tables I, IL, IV., V,, VL, and V1L (Appendix) are given the causes of
death, and the death-rates for the whole Borough, and for its eight wards
together, with other information bearing upon the mortality amongst the
inhabitants of Shoreditch during the year. A marked reduction in the death-
rates for all the wards, except Kingsland and Haggerston, 1s noticeable. In
the wards named the rates have remained practically the same as for 1907.
The death-rate was lowest in Acton Ward, and highest in Whitmore, being
133 and 23.0 per 1,000 respectively. The latter ward is the most densely
populated in the Borough.

The death-rate of the Borough was above the mean rate for the year
during the first four months, January to April. During May, June, July, and
August it was well below the mean, and for the remainder of the year its
average was about the mean rate for the year. The rate was highest during
the month of January, averaging 23.7, and lowest for the two months, June and
July, when it averaged 12.7 per 1,000. The highest rate for any one week in
the year was that for the first week of May, being 25.6; the lowest was that of
the last week of June, when the rate was only 10.1 per 1,000. The effect of
the mortality due to summer diarrhcea became apparent during the last week
of July. There was a gradual rise in the death-rate until a maximum was
1eached in the first week of September. There was then a gradual decline
until the middle of October, when another slight rise began, which lasted
vntil the middle of December. Then the rate again fell much below the
average. The second elevation of the death-rate was due to an increase in the
mortality from diseases of the respiratory organs. The weekly death-rates
only rose above 20 per 1,000 on four occasions during the year.

The number of infants who died aged under one year was 510, 292 being
males and 218 females, the deaths amounting to between 25 and 26 per cent. of
the total number of deaths of all ages. The proportion of infants under one year
dying during 1908 was at the rate of 138 per 1,000 births belonging to Shore-
ditch, registered during the year. This rate is the lowest recorded for Shore-
citch since 1870, and is probably to be accounted for very largely by the
comparatively low mortality from measles, whooping cough, and acute
bronchitis.

* Corrected for age and sex distribution the death-rate was 18.3 per 1,000 population.
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The infantile mortality in the Borough is higher amongst males than
amongst females, the average for the seven years ending 1907 being 187 m
the case of the former and 165 in the case of the latter. For 1908 the mortali-
ties were 158 for males and 118 for females.

The chief causes of death amongst infants under the age of one year were
diarrhecea, enteritis, and other disorders of the stomach and intestines, pre-
maturity, weakness, wasting, bronchitis, pneumonia, tuberculosis, and suffoca-
tion m bed. In Table V. (Appendix) 1s contained a statement showing
the causes of death of infants under the age of one year, the ages in weeks
and months being given. In the subjoined table the causes of death among
infants under one year are given for each of the eight wards of the Borough : —

é ..E = = E . E . E . i % § .
Cause of Death. 8| ET|£E Z|ET E E E |Totals,

55|56 |8k |S535 |28 | BE |36

- = = : m
Meagles............ 4 2 2 3 Al 1 3 11
Scarlet Fever ...... e = i =t A e
Diphtheria ........ v Ly (s s 1 1 S 3
Whooping Cough ..| .. 1 4 1 5 [EEe o IR R
Diarrheea (all forms) | .. | 20| 13| 16| 14 8| 13 2| 86
Enteritis ....... A e : < 7 1 1 = 26
(Fastritis and Gastro |

Intestinal Catarrh.. 3 1 1 1 2 1] 1 1 8
Premature Birth . ... 3 9 7 14 10 4| 8 6 i1
Congenital Defects .., 1 1 5| 4 ] 5| 23
Injury at Birth ....| .. . . e Tl | o e x
Want of Breast Milk | .. i s i sl ek ; 2 2
Atrophy, Debility and . :

Marasmus........ 1 17 15| 10 3 [ 9 8| 78
Tuberculous Menin- | |

i 11 RN e el 1 1 4 1 ) I 1 i 13
Tuberculous Periton-

itis and 'Tabes

Mesenterics: ool 2| 0| «o| 1 2 R s 7
Other Tuberculous

Diseasee ........] .. 3 1 1 4 1 2 12
Erysipelas........ o - o) [ £ 2
Syphilis...... P e R @ 1 R 2 s . 3
Rickets . ) | I S S 1 . 1
Meningitis (not | -

Tuberculous) 1 5 2 i 3 1 1 1 14
Convulsions ........ 1 1 el it 5% 3 1 1 7
Bronehi¥in, .. .ousveel s 0 b| B Y 1 2 2 27
Pneumonia ........ i 11 B &) 10 7| 10 5| 52
Suffocation, over- '

T o v et s o Lol W o I o R o () [ o8B
Other causes,....... J 3 1 | 7 1 6 4| -5 20

|
1 i 13| 93| so| 77| 97| 49| 66| 85| 510
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The infantile mortalities of the eight wards of the Borough are contained
in Table VII. (Appendix). The mortality was higher in Haggerston, where
it amounted to 173 per 1,000 births, and lowest in Acton, where it was 101.
The next lowest infantile mortality was that of Moorfields ward, where it was
105 per 1,000 births. The latter two wards are the least densely populated
parts of the Borough.

Shoreditch is a district with a high infantile mortality, the mortality
being one of the highest in the Metropolis. In connection with this attention
must again be directed to the Notification of Births Act, 1907 This Act
i1s an adoptive one, and its object is to afford Local Authorities the means
for obtaining early information of births with a view to advice and instruction
as to the rearing of infants being given, where necessary, to mothers and other
persons responsible for the care of infants. There is no doubt that if the Act
were put into effective operation in the Borough many infants would be
likely to survive who now die.

The question of the adoption of the Act was twice under the consideration
of the Council during the year but on each occasion 1t was deferred for six
months,

The deaths amongst children aged from one to five vears numbered 257
as compared with 423 for 1907, which is a very marked decrease. Of these
39 were attributed to measles, 11 to whooping cough, 20 to scarlet fever, 7
to diphtheria, 44 to various forms of tuberculosis, 20 to diarrhcea, 13 to
bronchitis, 56 to pneumonia, and 7 to enteritis. Accident er negligence resulted
in 14 deaths, seven of which were due to scalds or burns.

Altogether 767, or a little over 38 per cent. of the total number of deaths
during the year were of children under five years of age,

Of children aged between five and fifteen yedrs 77 died. The chief causes
were tuberculosis, which accounted for 24 deaths, other infectious diseases which
caused 15, diseases of the heart and circulatory organs 8, and accident or
negligence which resulted in six deaths.

Of persons aged from fifteen to twenty-five years there died 67, of
whom 29 succummed to tuberculosis; 26 bemg the victims of consumption.
Accidence or negligence resulted in three deaths, and there was one from
suicidal poisoning.

Of persons aged between twenty-five and thirty-five years there were
114 deaths, the chief causes being consumption which resulted m 50, diseases
of the heart and circulatory organs which accounted for 9, kidney disease for
8, and pneumonia which was the cause of 7 deaths. Five deaths were due
te violence, two of which were suicidal



-

i

Between the ages of thirty-five and forty-five years there died 174 persons.
Of these 51 died from consumption, 10 from cancer, 12 from diseases of the
nervous system, 12 from valvular heart disease, and 10 from heart disease
not stated to have been due to valvular mischief, 5 from bronchitis, 22 pneu-
monia, 11 cirrhosis of the liver, 7 kidney disease, and 2 alcoholism. There
were two cases of suicidal poisoning.

Of persons from forty-five to fifty-five years of age 202 died. Of these
41 succumbed to consumption, 14 to cancer, 9 to alcoholism, 18 to diseases
of the nervous system, including 6 from apoplexy, 10 to valvular heart disease
and 12 to diseases of the heart not stated to be valvular, 17 to bronchitis,
18 to pneumonia, 8 cirrhosis of the liver, 13 to Bright’s disease, 5 to accident,
and 5 to suicidal poisoning.

Of 238 deaths among persons from fifty-five to sixty-five years, 29 were
attributed to consumption, 23 to cancer, 7 to malignant disease, 4 to alcoholism,
43 to diseases of the nervous system, including 22 from apoplexy, 13 to valvular
heart disease, and 21 to diseases of the heart not stated to be due to valvular
trouble, 4 to influenza, 34 to bronchitis, 16 to pneumoma, 5 to cirrhosis of
the liver, 12 to Bright's disease, 5 to accident and 4 to suicide.

Of persons aged from sixty-five to seventy-five years there died 221, the
chief causes of death being cancer which accounted for 19, malignant disease
for 4, old age 18, disease of the nervous system 30, including 16 from apoplexy,
valvular heart disease 10, heart disease not stated to be valvular 18, influenza
8, bronchitis 50, pneumonia 16, cirrhosis of the liver 6, Bright's disease 17,
and accident 4 deaths.

Of 113 deaths of persons aged from seventy-five to eighty-five years
4 were the result of influenza, 6 cancer, 38 old age, 5 diseases of the nervous
system, 6 heart disease not stated to be valvular, 12 bronchitis, 15 pneumonia,
4 Bright's disease, and 6 accident.

Of the 33 persons who died aged 85 years and upwards 1 died from a
form of septic disease, 1 from cancer, 17 from old age, 4 from heart disease
not stated to be valvular, 4 from chronic bronchitis, 2 from pneumonia, 2
from other diseases of the respiratory organs, and 2 from accident.

The chief causes of death in the Borough during the year were: tuber-
culosis which accounted for 311 including 232 due to phthisis or consumption,
pneumonia 222, bronchitis 163, diseases of the heart and blood vessels 159,
diarrheea 112, violence 108, cancer 74, old age 74, atrophy, debility and maras-
mus T1, prematurity 61, Bright's disease and other diseases of the kidneys G4,
apoplexy 50, cirrhosis of the liver and alcoholism 50), and enteritis which was
given as the cause of 46 deaths.
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Of the 74 deaths from cancer 32 were of males and 42 of females. Most
of these deaths were of persons aged from 45 to 75 years. Eleven persons
under 45 and seven over 75 years were certified to have died from cancer.
In addition to the deaths atiributed to cancer there were 17 deaths certified
as due to malignant disease, and in some of these cancer was probably the
cause of death. Six of the deaths from malignant disease were of males
and 11 of females. The cancer death-rate was 0.64 per 1,000 population,
which is a little above the average for the previous fifteen years. The rates for
previous years are as follows:—0.72 in 1907, 0.64 in 1906, 0.70 in 1905,
0.69 mn 1904, 0.66 1n 1903, 0.74 in 1902, 0.63 in 1901, 0,56 in 1900, 0.63 in 1899,
0.58 in 1898, 0.51 in 1897, 0.45 in 1896, 0.50 in 1895, 0.65 in 1894 and 0.54
in 1893. The deaths from malignant disease are not included in estimating
the above rates.

Of the deaths attributed to alcoholism and cirrhosis of the liver 28 were
of males and 22 of females. These, however, are far from representing the
actual number of deaths directly or indirectly the result of the abuse of
alcohol.

Five deaths were certified as caused by appendicitis as compared with
1 1n 1907, 19 in 1906, 4 in 1905, 7 in 1904, 5 in 1903, 4 in 1902 and 2 in
1901. Seven deaths were attributed to peritonitis.

Of the 108 deaths from violence, GG were of males and 42 of females.
Through accident or negligence 91 persons met their deaths, the chief causes
being burns and scalds, which accounted for 15, falls, chiefly in persons
aged 45 years and upwards, which resulted in 24, and suffocation, mainly
in infants through overlaying, which was the cause of 33 deaths. Seventeen
persons, 12 of whom were males, committed suicide.

DEATHS IN PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS.

The numbers and distribution of the deaths of persons belonging and not
belonging to the Borough in the public institutions situate in Shoreditch are
as set out in the subjoined table : —

Persons bo- Parsons not

Institution, longing to belonging Lo Total.
Bhorediteh. Shoreditch.
Holborn Union Workhouse ...... AR 10 257 | ogT
Shoreditch Workhouse ,,.............. 479 54 | 533
Royal Cheat Hoepital .................. 12 a0 62
oy it FORDIEAL: , vove s e s et | 2 i 5
Medical Mission of Good Shepherd ...... 14 3 | 17

—

1TV ) M T 517 367 884
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Elsewhere than in public institutions, eight persons not belonging to
Shoreditch died within the Borough.

In the subjoined table are set forth the various institutions outside Shore-
ditch with the numbhers of persons belonging to the Borough dying therein:—

AsyrLuus, ‘I'f-:tﬁi - Gexeran Hosrirars—continued. h;ﬁg
Banstogd . ivavsvves LA 8 Midlame. ol 3
Balompmb, oo i s 1 | Queen’s (Children) ........ 67
Oane Bl .ovisnnes G 1 | 8t. Bartholomew's ..........103
BT R R R
City of Tondon ..... ...... 1 | Hosprrais ror SrECIAL Dmmans, &e.
Claybury ......... T e, 8 Cancer Hospital, Chelsea .. 1
Colney Hatoh ...ovvenss vasy B | Lying-in, City of London .. 7
Dartford Heath .... 0000000 4 | Chest Hnapltﬁ,l Bethnal Grean 2
Hanwell ...... L E e A T B H.;}mmpathm ,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 2
BRI e e Sihs v s 5
Toavesdon ...svecanssnians 11 | InFirMaRIEs AND WORKHOUSES.
i‘i’"g Grove......ooooeunin 4 Bethnal Green Infirmary .... 8

BIOT . ovvvvennnnnaenenens LoD R on Stortford Workhouse 1
Tooting Bee..............0. 2 Camberwell Workhouse .... 1
HosprraLs ror INFEcTIOUS DISEASE. | Islington Infirmary ....... 1
A 9 Holborn Infirmary, M1tl,han1 4
> Hackney Infirmary ........ 2
North Easlern. . ..c:cv.vveais 2b Gt. Panovis Tofisas 1
Bouth Eastern .......coevuus 4 Sti Eooio s Tk i 9
South Western 1 ' cideteri (L Ca
""""""" 8t. George’'s Workhouse ..., 2

Gexerarn Hospirars. Whitechapel Infirmary ...... 2

L"'e.]"m {thldreu].,.....,,“ a | OrnEr INsTITUTIONS.

Freidenheim .......c0000.. 1

Enennh .................... 1 Bethnal House, Bethnal Green 1
FOPMBRTIL s e W s et B | . ’ .

Great Northern ............ 1k Bt J"wP,h B O s ;

Gt. Ormond Street (Children) 21 St. Anne’s House .......... 1

Vincent’s Square (Infants).. 2 Central London Sick Asylum,. 2

el e A 1 - s

King’s College ....oovvneen 2 Mﬂt]‘g;;;ll:’:;n el Dacdy ]

FOT: i Rt e R & ARl v e e PN L S

Metropolitan «...... ...... 85 Brooke House ......... i 1

1 N S R R 8 H.M. Prison, Holloway...... 1

Of 485 persons belonging to Shoreditch dying in public institutions
situate beyond the limits of the Borough 331 died in general hospitals
including 92 in hospitals for sick children, 69 in asylums for those mentally
unsound, 39 in the fever hospitals of the Metropolitan Asylums Board, 24
in workhouses and infirmaries, 12 in hospitals for special diseases, and 10
in other institutions, Elsewhere than in public institutions 13 persons belong-
ing to Shoreditch died beyond the limits of the Borough.

Altogether 1,002, or nearly Afty per cent. of the deaths of persons be-
longing to Shoreditch, took place in public mstitutions.
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SICKNESS AMONGST THE POOR.

The cases coming under the treatment of the district medical officers
in connection with the poor Taw dispensary during 1908 numbered 4,453,
as compared with 4380 in 1907, 4,107 in 1906 and 4,014 in 1905. An analysis
of the cases is contained in Table VIIL (appendix). The diseases classed
as infectious accounted for 707 of the cases, as compared with 765 for 1907.
Consumption, influenza, diarrhcea, measles, scarlet fever and erysipelas
accounted for most of the infectious cases. The number treated for con-
sumption was practically the same as for the previous two years. As compared
with the figures for 1907 there were increases in the numbers of cases of
influenza and diarrheea, and marked decreases in those of measles and erysipelas.
The cases of scarlet fever were also fewer. Diseases of the respiratory organs,
which are largely the result of infection, were responsible for 1268 of the
cases, this number being one hundred more than for 1907, and considerably
above the average for the past 16 years. Bronchitis caused 1,143 and
pneumoma 79 of these cases. Rheumatism was given as the cause of illness
in 335 and gout in 90 of the cases, the latter number being considerably above
the average for the previous 16 years. Dyspepsia and other disorders of the
. digestive system accounted for 448 of the cases. Cases of cancer were below
the average for the previous 16 years, numbering 14, as compared with 20 in
1907, 43 in 1906, 37 in 1905, 27 in 1904, 30 in 1903, 12, in 1902, 31 in 1901,
33 in 1900, 18 in 1899, 9 in 1898, 15 in 1897, 21 in 189G, 15 in 1895, 27 in 1894,
and 23 in 1893. There was a considerable increase in the number of cases of
diseases of the locomotive system. Diseases of the skin and of the urinary
organs remained about the same in point of numbers as m 1907,

INFECTIOUS DISEASES.

The infectious diseases included under the headings numbered 1 to 35
inclusive and 171 in Table VI. (Appendix) resulted in 622 deaths as compared
with 747 in -1907, 776 in 1906, 717 in 1905, 791 in 1904, 762 in 1903,
T67 1in 1902 and 762 in 1901. The deaths from these diseases were, therefore,
much below the average for the previous 7 years. They amounted to 30.7 per
cent. of the deaths from all causes, as compared with 31.5 per cent for 1907.
The marked decrease in the number of deaths from these infectious diseases
mainly resulted from the comparatively small number of deaths from measles
and whooping cough. The deaths from diarrhcea were also below the average.
The deaths from consumption and other forms of disease caused by the
tubercle bacillus amounted to 50 per cent. of the whole. Of the remainder,
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diarrheea, measles and scarlet fever, in the order named, were responsible
for the greater number. The deathrate from these infectious diseases was
H.4 per 1,000 inhabitants, as compared with 6.5 in 1907, 6.7 in 1906, 6.2 in 1905,
6.8 in 1904, and 6.5 in 1903,

In the subjoined table the deaths from the infectious diseases referred to
above have been grouped according to age :—

3 i 85 and]|
S.?:'ﬂ U“;]E‘ ' 1-5 5-10/10-15(15-20/20-25/25-35 35_45-15-55l55.ﬁﬁlﬁa-?5 75.-85 up-
F ‘ ‘ | wards
No.of e | ek =
0.0 A _ o . _
deatlia] 103 [160)| 24 | 16 | 14| 22| 65| 63 | 47 | 38 | 14 5 1

= e 1

It will be noticed that hall of these deaths were of children under the
age of five years. Taking the total mortality amongst children under five
years of age, about 40 per cent. resulted from these infectious diseases, as
compared with 42 per cent. in 1907. In infants under one year
diarrhcea and tuberculosis were the most fatal of these diseases, whilst amongst
children aged from one to five years measles, tuberculosis, diarrhcea, and scarlet
fever claimed most of the victims. Consumption was the chief cause of the
mortality from these diseases between the ages of 20 and 65 years.

The deaths from small pox, measles, scarlet fever, diphtheria including
membranous croup, whooping cough, enteric fever and diarrhcea, which are
the principal zymotic diseases, numbered 219, the death-rate due to them
being 1.9 per 1,000 inhabitants, as compared with 2.9 in 1907, 3.1 in 1906, 2.8
in 1905, 3.2 in 1904, 2.8 in 1903, 36 in 1902, 29 in 1901, 3.1 in 1900, 3.6
m 1899, 41 in 1898 42 in 1897, 43 in 189G, 4.8 in 1895 28 in
1894, and 4.7 in 1893. The zymotic death-rate was, therefore, greatly below
the average, and is one of the lowest, if not the lowest recorded for Shoreditch
during the past fifty years. A comparison of the zymotic death-rate of London
and Shoreditch and the eight wards of the Borough is given in Table VIL
(Appendix). The death-rate due to the principal zymotic diseases was highest
in Church and Whitmore and lowest in Acton and Moorfields Wards, in con-
nection with which it may be noted that the population in the latter two wards

is of considerable less density to the acre than is the case with the other two
wards.
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The cases of notifiable infectious disease numbered 1,028, being 237 less
than in 1907. The number of cases annually certified cince 1889, and the
attack-rates per 1,000 inhabitants, are contained in the following table : —

|
X! f Number of | Attack-rate per 1,000
ColReS. [ inhahitants.
| |
1890 | 1158 94
1891 BED 70
1892 1478 12:0
1893 1987 16-2
1894 1104 9-0
1895 1157 9-4
1896 1473 12-1
1897 1331 10-9
1898 960 78
18949 1116 -3
1500 a89 B
1901 1146 9:-8
1902 | 1239 105
1803 G4 a6
1904 776 66
1905 1151 98
1906 951 B2
1907 1265 10:8
1908 1028 g8

The cases of notifiable infectious disease certified in the Metropolis during
1908 amounted to 35,900, the attack-rate being 7.5 per 1,000 population, as
compared with 8.6 for 1907.

Subjoined is a list of the infectious diseases which are notifiable to the
Medical Officer of Health, showing the number of cases certified in the Borough
for each of the four quarters of the year, and the numbers and percentages
of such cases which were removed to hospital for treatment : —

: | First | Second | Third | Fourth
Disease. Cuarter. | Quarter. | Quarter. | Guarter. Solal, Deaths,
BmallPox ......0cn.. E . i h s o e
bnari?t Fever or Scar- | 119 99 173 199 =90 28

lative =i N
Diphtheria & Membra- : - ;

e e j 43 45 48 64 202 | 18
r[':,"i]-hl.lﬂ T TR ] " W o Y ® 8 & oW . I Y
BT D A ik o d o B4 e
Enteric Fever (Typhoid) 4 11 a4 52 101 11
Continued Fever ...... | .. i = o =y ek
Relapsing Fever ...... | .. o .n ¥ . -
Puerperal Fever ...... | 2 | 3 s hi b 2
Krysipelae ............ | 23 34 21 46 124 b
TRLRER: it s e e L i P
Cerebro Bpinal Fever . 1 3 1 1 (3] a5

| =
Totimla: . ounnenrns | 194 . 195 277 S632 1,028 B4
R 167 156 251 309 883 |
hospitals 867 807 907 855 867 |
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As compared with the figures for 1907 there was a marked decrease in
the number of cases of scarlet fever, and a very marked increase in the number
of enteric fever cases. The deaths from notihable infectious disease show an
increase of one on the figure for 1907. The deaths from the principal zymotic
diseases which are notifiable, namely, smallpox, scarlet fever, diphtheria and
enteric fever were at the rate of 0.45 per 1,000 population, whilst the rate
from the principal zymotic diseases which are not notifiable, namely, measles,
whooping cough and diarthcea was 1.4 per 1,000 population. ‘This latter
rate 1t may be mentioned is very much below the average for previous years.

METROPOLITAN ASYLUMS BOARD.

Most of the cases of infectious disease removed to hospital were taken
to the hospitals of the Metropolitan Asylums Board, but a number of the cases
of enteric fever were treated in general hospitals, and some in the Shoreditch
Infirmary. The infectious diseases, cases of which are receivable into the Board's
hospitals, are smallpox, scarlet fever, diphtheria, enteric fever and cerebro-
spinal fever. The number of cases of these discases certified was 899, and the
number removed to hospital was 875, giving a percentage of 97.3, which is
practically the same as for 1907. The percentage of removals for 1906 was
96. The percentages for previous years are contained in the report for 1905.
It is satisfactory to have to record such high percentages of removals. Efficient
isolation of cases of infectious disease in the homes of the people in a densely
crowded locality like Shoreditch being practically impossible.

RETURN CASES.

During the year 10 instances where “return ” cases of scarlet fever occurred
came under observation. The particulars are briefly as follows:—

Interval =8
% between the g %
rg return l:ll{._l,'hc E, ;'E
— | Length of |PTIMATY UN" |y .ons observed in the | & §
2 timg:_ in m;;ﬁgt.hc:“ l primary case on return EFE Remarks.
= Hospital. i from hospital. g
& Enmainn of) =8
= the secondary E %o
or return case ]

1 | 83 days 11 days | Discharge from | 1 Primary case, a female.
nose. Right eye
inflamed.

R - Scab on onenostril | 1 Primary case, a female. De-
veloped * cold and sore
throat' 3 days after return.

3 92 vl Discharge  from 3 DPrimary case, a female.
nogo

"I R o 14 .. Discharge from | 1 Primary case, a male. Dis-
nrse;  scaling charge came on after
from feet return.

"B T - T s T 1 | Primary case, a male.

6| 56 ,, g8 Discharge from | 2 i male.
nose !

T| 49 11} B Discharge from | 1  Primary case, a male. Dis-
nose. Sore nos- charge came on 4 days
trils. after arrival home.

- R R - = b 1 | Primary case, a male,

<15 T 1k o i 1 | Primary case, a female.

3 1 (B 2 .. o . 1 | Primary case, a male. Stated
to have had nephritis.
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The percentages of return cases in respect to the number of cases removed
to hospital was 1.7, as compared with 1.9 in 1907 and 1.5 in 1906. In four
instances it will be noticed that nothing was discovered in respect to the
patients returning from hospital to indicate that they were likely to convey
infection; in five instances a discharge from the nose was observed, but in
two of these it made its appearance subsequent to the return of the patient.

SMALLPOX.

No case of smallpox was certified in Shoreditch, and only one appears
to have been notified in the whole of London during the year.

Five intimations weré received from port sanitary authorities relative
to persons off ships, on which smallpox had occurred, who were proceeding
to addresses in the Borough. The usual enquiries were made in each case.

VACCINATION.

The official figures as to vaccination in the Borough are those published
in  the reports of the Medical Officer of the I.ocal Government Board.
The latest are for ‘the year 1906. It appears that of the children
born in Shoreditch during that year #2.4 per cent. were not finally
accounted for as regards vaccination. This is a shght decrease on the per-
centage for 1905. The cases in which vaccination was postponed are included
in making this calculation. Certificates as to conscientious objection were
obtained in 25 instances or 0.7 per cent. of the births, as compared with 0.8
1 1905, 0.5 in 1904, 0.6 in 1903, and 0.3 in 1902,

SCARLET FEVER.

The cases certified during 1908 numbered 590, as compared with 876 in
1907, 629 i 1906, 789 in 1905, 343 in 1904, and 255 in 1903. In 23, or 4
per cent., of the cases notified intimations were received from the Metropolitan
Asylums Board that the patients had not been suffering from scarlet fever.
Adding six cases of scarlet fever notified as diphtheria, the corrected number
of cases of scarlet fever was 573, as compared with 822 in 1907, 599 in 1900,
778 1n 1905, 326 in 1904, and 237 in 1903.
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The distribution of the cases certified and the deaths amongst males and
females during the year in the Borough and its eight wards i1s as shown in
the subjoined table:—

SCARLET FEVER.
Wards. NoTIFICATIONS. Farar Cases.
Male. Female. ’l‘.n:-nt-n.l, Male. Femaln, Total.
| px=
Moorfields ............ 17 11 | 28 o 1 1
CROON . o Cyen ke 52 62 114 5 3 4
HOREON . «ocowvnninsn: n 44 i1 Ba 2 3 b
Wenlock ......... e 36 33 69 2 2 4
Whitmore. . ....onriecs- 39 41 B0 3 2 5
Kingsland .......0.... 40 30 T0 3 x 3
Hﬂggﬂﬁtl]ﬂ..........,.: 'I:I. 29 IE ] ¥ 8 n W
£ T e R R | &8 36 7 1 2
1 i
Total for Borough ....| 307 288 | 590 16 12 28

The cases are grouped according to ages in Table III. (Appendix).

Of the cases certified, 377, or 97.8 per cent., were removed to hospital, as
compared with 98.6 per cent. in 1907, 97.4 per cent. in 1906, 97 per cent. in
1904 and 96 per cent. in 1904. The percentages for previvus years are given
in the report for 1903

The cases certified were at the rate of 5.1 per 1,000 inhabitants, as com-
pared with 7.5 in 1907, 5.3 in 1906, G.7 in 1905, 2.9 in 1904, 2.1 1n 1903, 2.1
in 1902, 4.7 in 1901, and 2.7 in 1900. The attack-rates were highest i Acton
and Kingsland Wards, and lowest in Wenlock and Hoxton. In Kingsland
Ward the attack-rate was 6.3; in Wenlock it was 3.6 per 1,000 inhabitants.
The deaths from scarlet fever numbered 28, as compared with 28 in 1907,
20 in 1906, 27 in 1905 and 13 in 1904, the death-rate being 0.24, as compared
with 0.24 in 1907, 0.17 in 1906, 0.23 in 1905, 0.11 in 1904 and 0.05 in 190:.
The case-mortality was at the rate of 4.7 per cent. of the cases certified, as
compared with 3.1 per cent. in 1907, 3.1 in 1906, 3.4 in 1905, 3.8 in 1904, 2.7 in
1903, 3.3 in 1902, 3.5 in 1901, and 54 in 1900. It was, therefore, above the
average. Amongst children under five years of age there were 221 cases with
20 deaths, the case-mortality being 8.9 per cent. (allowing for corrections 9.4
per cent.), as compared with 7.2 per cent. in 1907, G per cent. in 1906, 7.7 in 1905,
7.8 in 1904, 2.7 in 1903, 5.3 in 1902, 6.8 in 1901, and 12.0 in 1900. Amongst
persons over five years of age there were 365 cases with 8 deaths, the mortality
being 2.2 per cent. of the cases certified (allowing for corrections 2.1 per cent.),
as compared with 1.2 in 1907, 1.3 in 1906, 1.0 in 1905, 1.8 in 1904, 2.7 in 1903,
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and 1.7 in 1901. The mortality [rom scarlet fever is heaviest during the early
years of life. During 1908 23 of the 28 deaths were of children under the age
of ten years, 4 were of children aged from 10 to 15 years, and one person
died aged between 20 and 25 years.

For the whole of London some 22,060 cases were certified, the attack-rate
being 4.6 per 1,000 inhabitants, as compared with 5.6 in 1907, 4.3 1in 1906,
4.1 in 1905, 2.8 in 1904, 2.7 in 1903, 3.9 in 1902, 4.4 in 1901, and 3.0 in 1900.
The deaths numbered 548, the death-rate being 0.11 per 1,000, as
compared with 0.13 in 1907, 0.11 in 1906, 0.11 in 1905, 0.08 in 1904, 0.07 in
1903, 0.12 in 1902, 0.13 in 1901, and 0.08 in 1900.

The foregoing hgures indicate, both for London and Shoreditch, that
scarlet fever during 1908 was less prevalent than in the previous year, but
that its prevalence was above the average for the previous eight years.

DIPHTHERIA.

The cases certified numbered 202, as compared with 211 in 1907 and 133
in 1906. Of these 35, or a little over 17 per cent., were not regarded as
diphtheria at the hospitals of the Metropolitan Asylums Board. In six of
these the cases, subsequent to removal to hospital, proved to be cases of scarlet
fever.

The numbers of cases and the deaths amongst males and females in the
Borough and its eight wards are given in the subjoined table : —

DIPHTHERIA (Including Membranous Croup.)
Ward. Cases CERTIFIED. Faran G.l:;mn.
Male, Female Total. Male, Fomule, Total,
Moorfielda. ... covcianin 9 11 () 1 o 1
Sliah e e e 11 20 3l - 1 3
175 e o r )« Bl S e e e 15 10 25 1 1 2
ANEanlorde i e 10 15 25 o 1 3
Whitmore. . .. coseesnss 18 18 36 % 3 3
Engatand. ..o o000 G 13 19 : 1 1
Hagrearsbon , . .seemsasss 7 6 13 24 o
Reton i R 15 18 33

Total for Borough....| 91 111 202 6 7 13

These cases are grouped according to ages in Table III. (Appendix).
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Of the cases certified, over 96 per cent. were removed to hospital, as
compared with 94 per cent. in 1907, 91 per cent. in 1906, 93 per cent. in 1905,
94 in 1904, 88 in 1903, 84 in 1902, 83 in 1901, 86 in 1900, 80 n 1899, 77 in
1898, G7 in 1897, and G5 in 189G. The cases certihed were at the rate of 1.V
per 1,000 inhabitants, as compared with a rate of 1.8 for the previous year.
The attack-rate, according to the cases certified, was highest in Moorfields
Ward and lowest in Acton, being 3.7 per 1,000 inhabitants in the former and
1.0 in the latter.

The deaths numbered 13, the death-rate being 0.11 per 1,000, as compared
with 0.17 in 1907, 0.12 in 1906, 0.14 in 1905, 0.16 in 1904, 0.18 in 1903, 0.18 n
1902, 023 in 1901, 045 in 1900, and 0.52 1n 1899. The rate for 1908 is one
of the lowest, if not the lowest, recorded during the past hfty years. The
death-rates due to this disease in the wards of the Borough are contained in
Table VII. (Appendix). The rate was highest in Moorfields Ward. No
deaths from diphtheria occurred amongst the inhabitants of Acton and
Haggerston Wards. :

The case-mortality was 6.4 per cent. of the cases certified (7.8 allowing
for cases not regarded as diphtheria at the fever hospitals). In 1907 the case-
mortality was 9.5, in 1906 it was 10.5, in 1905 1t was 15.2, and in 1904 1t was
103 per cent. The case mortalities for previous years are contained in the
report for 1906. The rate for 1908 is the lowest so far recorded for Shoreditch.

Of the 13 deaths in 1908, 10 were of children under five years of age,
the mortality being at the rate of 9.5 per cent. of the cases certified amongst
children belonging to that age period (11 per cent. allowing for cases not re-
garded as diphtheria at the hospitals), as compared with 15.6 per cent. in 1907,
16 in 1906, 14.7 in 1905, 16.3 in 1904, 25.8 in 1903, 205 in 1902, 154 in 1901,
22.7 in 1900, 34.2 in 1899, 29.5 in 1898, 36.0 in 1897, 31.8 in 1896, 47.5 in 1895,
43.0 in 1894, and 61.0 in 1893, The contrast between the mortality of 1908
and that of 1893 is very striking. The case-mortality amongst persons over
five years of age was a little over 3 per cent. of the cases certified, but deduct-
ing cases not regarded as diphtheria the mortality was 4 per cent. The whole
of the deaths from diphtheria were of children under the age of ten years.

The usual enquiries were made as to the circumstances attending the
occurrence of diphtheria in the Borough. With respect to 184 of the cases
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certified during the dear, they were distributed amongst males and females
a* certain age periods as set out in the subjoined table : —

Age Poriod. Male, I FrEuiLE, ToTaL

Undor:1 FORY .cocueessoovas 4 3 i
From 1 to 2years ........ 12 14 26

R R R SR A 9 14 23
T I Ti: S TR | 11 12 23

T T R , 8 9 17

o L | R L e a0 - 29 59

e N, R R, . ! 2 11 13

i LB FOEEE  uivaseaieeis 5 11 16
e i 81 103 184

In 82 of the cases the patients were children attending school, and in
67 of these they were at school within a week of being certified as having
the disease. In some instances the children were at school whilst actually
suffering from diphtheria before the nature of their illness was recognised.
In 78 other cases, although the patients themselves were not school-going
children there were other children in the houses who were. In 28 instances
the histories showed that there had been cases of “ sore throat ” amongst the
inmates of the houses in which the patients resided. In 30 instances there
was evidence pointing to infection from previous cases in the Borough. In
132 instances the houses were accupied by members of more than one family,
in 26 by single families, and in 26 instances the cases occurred in artizans’
dwellings of the block type. With regard to the sanitary condition of the
dwellings, in 108 this was satisfactory, in 36 fairly so, and in 40 it was un-
satisfactory, but these figures must not be taken as an indication that a satis-
factory sanitary condition is fivourable to the occurrence of diphtheria in
houses.  Similar proportions have been obtained in inspecting houses m
which no diphtheria cases were notilied.

The cases certified as diphtheria in the Metropolis numbered 7,840, as
compared with 8,585 in 1907, 7,916 in 1906, and 6,482 in 1905, the attack-rates
being 1.6, 1.8, 1.6, and 1.3 per 1,000 population respectively. The proportion
of attacks per thousand inhabitants in Shoreditch during the past four years
has averaged about the same as that for London as a whole. The deaths in
i_ondon numbered 724, as compared with 781 in 1907, (91 in 190G, and 546
in 1905, the death-rates being 0.15, 0.16G, 0.14, and .12 per 1,000 population

respectively.
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ENTERIC OR TYPHOID FEVER.

The cases certihied during 1908 numbered 101, of which 6 were subse-
quently not regarded as having been cases of enteric fever.

The numbers of cases certified year by year since 1889 are set out in the
following table : —

s | Number of ,l i | Number of
(‘ases, i C'ases,

1840 202 1900 122
1891 111 1901 96
1892 91 1902 149
1893 111 1903 101
1894 B4 1904 | 48
1895 99 1905 26
1896 114 1906 29
1897 107 1907 | 34
1898 91 1908 101
1899 171 | |

During 1907 the cases of enteric fever in the Borough were fewer than in
any year since the notification of infectious diseases became compulsory. For
the year 1908, however, the number was between two and three times greater
than the average for the previous four years. The cases certified were at the
rate of 0.8 per 1,000 population, as compared with 0.3 n 1907, 0.3 in 19006,
0.3 in 1905, 0.4 in 1904, and 0.8 in 1903. Although there was such a marked
increase on the numbers for the previous four years the cases certified during
1908 did not materially exceed the average for the previous eighteen years.

The deaths during the year numbered 11, and the death-rate was 0.09 per
1,000 inhabitants as compared with 0.05 in 1907, 0.03 in 1906, 0.01 in 1905,
0.07 in 1904, 0.11 in 1903, 0.20 in 1902, 0.08 in 1901, and 011 in 1900. The
death-rate for 1908 was, therefore, a little above the average for the years
mentioned.

The case-mortality was at the rate of 10.9 per cent. of the cases certified,
or deducting the cases not regarded as having been enteric fever, the mortality
amounted to 11.6 per cent. The case-mortalities for 1907 and 1906 were 17.6
and 10 per cent. respectively. Those for previous years are given m the
Annual Report for 1905. During the past sixteen years the mortality from
typhoid fever has been on an average 16 per cent. of the cases certified.

B 2
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The distribution of the cases certified, and deaths amongst males and
females in the Borough and the eight wards thereof during 1907 is shown in
the subjoined table : —

ENTERIC FEVER.
Wards, NomiricaTioxs. Fatan Cases.
Male. Female. Tuotal. Male. Female. Total.

Moorfields b b 2 b 2 5 o G
Church .....cv0 .0 I g 1 5 2 oy i
g o | D Rl M 3 i 10 1 1 2
Wenlock ...... St 3 4 7 1 =3 1
Whitmore..... ... 32 40 T2 2 4 G
Kingsland SR s 3 3 i §
Haggerston . . ... B ! A L ; - :
1 T AN 1 | i .

Total for I-]urnugh i 45 56 101 6 a 11

|

The cases are grouped according to ages in Table 11 (Appendix). Of
the cases certified, 98, or 97 per cent., were removed to hospital for treatment.

As may be gathered from the above table the disease was most prevalent
in Whitmore Ward, chiefly in Ware Street, Louisa Street, Nancy Street,
Watson's Place, Reeves’ Place, and Wilmer Gardens, which are occupied by
some of the poorest persons in the Borough. A large proportion of the cases
certified were infected from previous cases in the Borough. Inquiry failed to
reveal any common vehicle of infection such as water, milk, shellfish, ice cream,
or fried fish. In a few instances the patients were said to have eaten mussels
about the time they were infected. There was nothing to indicate that drain-
age, and sanitary arrangements generally, were connected with the prevalence
of the disease. The chief factor undoubtedly appeared to be personal in-
fection,






| |
o of [““"""‘E&x.!agﬁ. Address. g
s, | imitinls. [ | invasion.
|
|
*i | AEC | M, | 14 | 32, Watson's Flace o July T
#24 | HJT. | M. | 13 | 32, Watson's Place .| June 28
|
%25 MW | M| :8 | 237, Kingsland Road . .| July 16
|
|
®35 | —W. | F. | 25 | 1, Nancy Strest .. S duly 13
27 F. |36 | 32 Watson's Place vof July 20
w8 F.| 4| 6, Watson’s Place oo June 22
#2g | W.H.P | M. | 28 | 8, Watson's Pluce viliduly: 7
=30 | M.AP. | F. | 23| 6, Watson's Place o duly 1
#£31 | MAR. | F. | 54 | 6, Wateon's Place . July 16
wga | T 16 | 22, Wilmer Gardens  ..| July 24
LT K.P. F. | 35 | 49 l'j-rangﬁ Hireet oof July 3
=34 | M.P. | F. |14 | 49, Giange Streot oof Aug. 3
#35 AT | M.| 1 | 49, Grange Street «of Aug. 3
el AF. M. | 9| 4% Grange Btreet - Aung. 2
BaT W.P. | M. | Il | 49 Grange Street oo Aug. 2
#38 | .M. | M.| 2 | 237, Kingsland IRoad ..| June 15
w30 | J.M. F. | 28 | 247, Kingslsnd Road .| July 20
w40 | AM. | F.| 6| 237, Kingslund Road o| July 27
*41 | F.M. | F.| 8| 237, Kingsland Road ..| June 15
sy | E.W. | F. | 44 | 58, Wilmer Gardens .| July 18
43 | AR. | M.| 28 | 42, Harman Streat .| July 20
W44 G.R. F. | 2u | 51, Wilmer Gardens oo Aug. 10
5 | AJ : F. | 21 | Shoreditch Infirmary .| Aung. 14
45 F.P. M. | 16 ! 4, Wilmer Gardens J Aug. 15
[ . |
T L8 ML | 24 | 17, Herbert Stroet | Aug. 19
- |
*48 | H.P. | F. | 26 | 88, Wilmer Gardens .| July 20
LIt W.E. | M. | 47 | 94, Wilmer Gardens ..| Bepr. 4
w50 | AW, | M. | 30 | & [teeves Place .. «| Bopt. 7
51 AL M. 16 86, Crondall Street .| Bept. 14
52 i B F. | 10 | 58, Wilmor Gardens .| Hept. 10
wra T. F. 10 | 63, Wilmer Gardens | Sept. 21
{
#54 | AAS. | F. | 11 | 50, Pearson Street : Sept. 20
|
85| ax 11_| 23 | 11, Drysdaio Place .| Sept. 20
56 | AJW. | F. | 19 | 22, Bristow Btreet +o| Bept. 23
57 | HW. ?l.l.| 88 | 8, Britannin Dwellings . .| Sopt. 4
#58 | BUW. F. | 25 | 3, Reeves Place .. .| dept, 21
*549 N.E. F. | 13 | 2, Bhaftesbury Street ..| Sept. 1
*60 | L.H. | F. | 9| 17, Shaftesbury Strest . | Bept. 25
ar | TG M. | 37 | 51, Pr.vost Street l Bept. 16
*62 | M.N. | F. | 28 | Shoredilch Infirmary .| Oct. 11

Probable source of infeetion. Hemarks

Date of Banitary
Certifi- condition of
cation, duelling.
|
July 21 | Unsatisfactory
| July 21 Unsatisfactory
[ July 24 Fair
|
July Za Fair
July 27 Ui nsatisfactory
Mot cortified | Fair
Aug. 6 Fair
Aug. 6 Fair
Aug. & Fair
Aug. 8 | Unsatisfacvtory
Aung. & | Fair
Aug, 9 | Fair
Aug. 10 Fuir
Ang, 10 Fair
| Aug. 10 | Fuair
| Aug. 15 : Fair
Aug. 15 | Fair
Aung. 15 | Fair
| Mot certiffed Fair
Aug. 15 | Unsatisfactory
Aug. 19 Fair
Aug. 26 Fair
Aug. 27 | Batisfactory
Hept. 1 Fair
Sept. 2 Satisfactory
Hept. 15 Unsatisfactory
Sept. 17 Fair
Sapt. 19 Fair
Hept. 22 TTneatisfactory
Sept. 24 | Unsatisfactory
Snpt., an
Oet. 1 | Satisfactory
Oet, 8 Fair
et. & Fair
Oct. 6 Batisfactory
et. 6 Fair
Oet, 6 Hatisfuctory
|
Oet. 10 I Batisfactory
Chet. 10 | Satisfactory
Oet. 20 | Satisfactory

2 the digease.

Cases 7 to 10 through an infected family
| in Islington. These boys are cousing
| and shared the same 't{ad:. Possibly

case 24 infected case 23,

The mother of this patient was ill from
the middle of May to the midile of
July. Sha hed typhoid fever and her
case wos connected with previous cases
in Ware Street and Naney Street. She
probahly infected her son.

This patient was mother to cose 20 and
slept in the same bed with her when
she was ill

Cuse 23, A.C. is his mother and nursed
him for & time.

Cases 7 to 10 through an unrecognised

CiLgi
Case 28, W.H.P. was her father,
Case 28.  Sister to caso 28,
Cases 29 or 30, MLA.S. is aunt to cases 28
and 29,
Nothing definite to show connection with
Jrevious cases.
(Case 35 is mother to cases 54.37, and
wobably infected them.  Nothin
Iial‘mil'.a to show how case 33 contracte
She was, however, in the
habit of shopping in Hoxton Strest in
the neighbourhood of Wilmer Gardens,
i from stalls,
Bame source of infection as case 25.
Case %8, who was brother to these
patients,  Case 39 did washing for the
family, to which case 23 belonged.
o source of infection as case 25,
Nothing definite to show connection with
Provious cases.

E’athin_g dofinite to show connection with
previous cases.

Maid in Nursing home at Shoreditch
infirmary, where some of the cases
were treated.  OCasoe  possibly con-
nected with the cases in Noney Street,

Was 2 friend of case 32, and was possibly
infected by him.

Nothing d«finite to connect with previous
cages,  Patient at the time hoe was
infeoted wos o potman in a public house
close to the infested neighbourhood.

Nothing definite to eonnect with previous
CREER,

Case 46, who was son to this patient.

Possibly connected with previous cases
in Nancy Street. A baby belonging
to cnae 50 was kept during the daytime
at u house in Naney Street,

Case 48, who is her mother,

Played with children from 94 and 58, Wil-
mer Gurdens (eases 46, 48, and 48).
Nothing definite to connect with previons
cases,  Hor maother sometimes took her
marketing in Hoxton Street, close to

infected neighbourhood.

Cage 50, who iz her husband.

Nothing definite to connect with previous
cases, but was employed in infected
neighbourhosd at time of infection.

Possibly case 59, but nothing definite
was obtoined.

Nurse in ward where cases 29 and 47
ware treated.




Mo, of | Patient's : Prolukla Dato of Banitary
w initinls Bex | Age. Adidress, date of Certifi- comdition of Probable source of infection.  Remarks.
CaBE. initinls. invasion. ention, dwalling.
| |
63 EM.AL| F. | 47 | 23, Buttesland Street .| Oct. 9 | Oct. 21 | Satisfactory
g | G8 | M.| 12 | 85 Wilmer Gardens .. Oot. 2 | Out. 21 | Batisfactory Was o playmate of children from infacted
| liotises.
65| EF. |F. | 17| 49, Haberdasher Stroet ..| Oct. 13 | Oct. 28 Eatisfactory
66 | JEB, | F. | 16} 23, Wimbourne Street ..| Oct. 1 | Oct, 23 Butisfactory

%57 | AM. | M.| 17 | L4, Lonisa Btreet., o Aug. 30 | Kot cortified. Fuir Previous cases in neighbourhood, but

| nothing definite to connect.

%68 | AM. | M.| 48 | 14, Louisa Btreot. . Oet. 6 | Ock. 26 Fuir Casa 67, who was his son. He nursed
: his gon during his illness ; no medical
| man was called in,

*i0 | LLHA& | F. | 5| 50, Pearson Streot oo Oot: 17 | Oet. 26 Satisfactory Case 54, who was her sister.

*#70 | B.W. | M.| 23 | 30, Ware Street ., ++| Sept. T |Notcertified, Satisfactory Previous cases in the neighbourhood, but

' nothing definite to show connection.

71| JW. | M.| iy 30, Ware Stroet .. oo Det. 1 | Not eertified.  Satisfactory Casa 70

*72 | JW. | F. | 23 | 30, Ware Street ., oo Ot @ | Dot 28 Satisfnctory l b

73| FRB. | M.} 16 | 18, Bristow Strest oo Oot. 28 | Now. 12 Satisfactory Possibly connected with Case 56,
%74 oM. | F. 4 | 14, Lonian Stroet, | ool Det, 22 Mov. 13 TFair Cuse 68, her father, pmgj,h[y Casa 87, her
| hrother,
15| E.D. | F. | 28 | 13, Btratlord Place ..| How. 12 | Now. 26 Fair
ry GIx | M. | 12 | 13, Siratford Place ..| Now. 20 Nov. 20 Fair Possibly case 75.
#7 | RI. | M.| 7| 31, Ware Street .. v.| Mov. 18 | Nov. 26 Fuir Case 71, Helatives of Cases 70-72,
78 | M.O, | F. | Il | 120, Britannia Stxeet .| Oct. 16 Nov, 26 Fair
79| ER. | F. |27 | 120, Britannia Streot .| Hov. 18 Nov. 27 Fair Case 78,

*30 ) Al. | F.| 15| 81, Ware Street .. Nov. 12 | Mov. 27 Fair Tase 71, Rolat g

%81 | JO. | M| 10 | 29, Ware Street .. Nov. 15 | Nov, 29 Fair Onse71. - Halaitros ol Oasos 7073,

*32 | H.M. | M.| 14 | 208, Hoxton Btreat Nowv. 17 | Nov. 20 | Unsatisfactory | Nothing definite to conuect with previous

cases in the neighbourheosd.

*q | QL. | F.o| 20| 51, Ware Street .. Nov. 20 | Nov. 30 Fair Case 71.  Relatives of Cases 70-72,

84 | I1.GQ. [ F. | 35 | 10, Henson House Naov, 10 Nowv, 30 Fair
*35 | LM. |F. | 4|4, Watson's Place . Nov. 23 '| Dee. 2 Fair Casa 81.  During the daytime L.M. was
kept at No. 29, Waro Stroot.  Poasibly
casn 935,
%26 | BR. | F.| 8| 4. Watson's Plage ool Now. 23 | Dee. 2 Fair Casa 93.
87 | JW. | M.| 20| 30, Hyde Road vof Nov. 19 | Deo. 3 Fair
*58 | G.H. | M. | 20| 73, Phillip Strect. . .| Nov. 10 Dec. 3 Fuir Nothing definite to connect with previous
cases but the mother of this patient
resided in Wilmer Gardens and knew
soveral of the families in which casea
| occurred.  Bhe lelt Wilmer Gandens
| | on Uot. 12th.
*89 | D8 | F. | 12 ]9, Louisa Streat ..  ..| Nov. 16 | Dec. 4 | Unsatisfactory | Nothing definite to connect with previous
CREEE,

00 | J.H. H.l 18 | 14, Lounisa Street, wol Nov, 14 | Do, § Fair Case T4,

*a1 | AR |F. | 6|9 lonisa Sireet ., «of Nov, 13 | Dee. 7 | Unsatisfactory | Nothing definite to connect with previous

cases,

®92 | C.H. | M.| 11 | 55, Wilmer Gardens J Mov. 15 | Dee. 8 Fair Wothing definite to connect with previous

. cases, but the mother of this patient
knew several of the families in which
cases oeonrred,

3| FF. | M| 255 Wateon's Place | How. B | Dee. 9 Fair Nothing definite 1o connect with previous

RS,

| JI. I M. | 24 | 31, Ware Strest .. .| Now. 26 Deg, 9 Fair Fide coses 77 und 80-81,

%5 | M.O. | F. | 37 | 5, Great Chart Street Dee, 11 Batisfactory This patient was removed with Scarlatina
| | on November 25th,

36| J.L. M. | 19 | 31, Ware Street . .o Hovw, 23 | Dee. 14 Fair Beo note to eases 77 and 80-81.,

47 |G.H.H. | M. | 22 | 18, Ware Strest .., «of Do, 8 | Dee. 15 Fair Protiably connected with cases 94 and 96.

| Friends of the infected family wero
living in this house,
g8 | V.R.B. | F. | & | 55 Harman Street oo Dée. & | Dec. 16 Fair
88 | I.Y. |F. | 28 | 22, Harvey Bivest o) Dee. 4 | Dee. 19 | Unsatisfactory | DY, age 5, daughter of J.Y., was ill for
| o month befors her mother, J.Y., was
taken ill, the history was that of enteric
fever, her case was not certified.
®lov | LW, [ F. | 7| 10, Hertford Street .| Dee. 16 | Dee. 24 | Unsatisfactory | Probably connected with cases in Ware
Birest. A Mis. 8., ol No. 11, Ware
Street, visited No. 10, Hertford Btreat
about December 1st.  Mrs. 8. know
HY . i several of the infected familics.
i3] XL .| 28 | 22 Harvey Street .. Dee. 18 Jeo. 28 Insatisfne § g :
102 | AY. [M.| 22|22 I-Iuﬁai' Street .| Dee. 18 | Dec. 28 Umtium:ﬁg Cess 99, who was wifo to anee 101.
*03 | LM. | F.| 9| 245 Kingsland Road Dhec. 18 | Due. 28 Batisfactory This patient was a playmate of coso 86,
|

in the

In the above list the cases believed to have been connected are indicated by un asterisk. Towards the end of December,
the neighbourhood of Ware Street and Watson's Place was free from the disease, but families in HertfordStreet, and elsewhere

orough, became infected. Cases belonging to the series continued durin

g the early part of the current year and did

not cease until well on in April. One of the last to contract the disease was a Nurse in the Shoreditch Infirmary, who was
infected whilst nursing another Nurse who probably took the disease whilst nursing cases 101 and 102,

lJ:"':
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The following is a note as to the way in which the disease became
prevalent in the Ware Street neighbourhood : —

Ameha P
factory in Pear Tree Street, Finsbury, began to ail about the beginning of
January. She became unable to work on January 14, and was certified and
removed to hospital on January 51. Mrs T , aged 20, married, of No. 2,
Nancy Street, was ill from about February 10 until the end of March; her
case was not certihed, but the history leaves little doubt that it was one of
enteric fever. Sarah C , aged 18, of No. 2, Nancy Street, sister to Mrs.
T , was ailing from about February 20. She went into the Shorediich
Infirmary on March 11, and left that institution on Apnil 8. Widal's test was
negative, but there is no doubt that this case was one of enteric fever.

, aged 21, of No. ti, Ware Street, employed at a paper-box

Edward C——, aged 30, of No. 2, Nancy Street, a wood and coal seller at
a store kept by the C family, at No. 40, Ware Street, nearly opposite
No. 6, was ailing from about March 1, admitted to the Shoreditch Infirmary
on April 2, and certified to have enteric fever on April 10.

Richard C , aged 17, of No. 2, Nancy Street, a glass blower, unem-
ployed, was ailing from March 20, and was certiied to have enteric fever on
April 11, and was removed to the Shoreditch Infirmary.

Florence C , aged 22, of No. 4, Ware Street, sister-in-law to the above
patients, was taken ill about April 24, admitted to St. Bartholomew's Hospital
on May 19, and certified to have enteric fever on June 20. This person
visited the C family at No. 2, Nancy Street, and also visited Edward and
Richard C———, whilst they were lying ill in the infirmary.

Nos. 4 and 6, Ware Street, are next door, and No. 2, Nancy Street, is
about forty yards away. No. 4, Ware Street was in a fair samitary condition,
the other two houses were dirty. There was nothing amiss with the drains.
The C family appeared to be well known, their wood and coal store being
patronised by people in Ware Street, Watson's Place, Louisa Street, and Nancy
Street. Mrs. C——, the mother of the family, also appeared to have a large
connection of friends and acquaintances amongst her neighbours. Her
husband died from the effects of a fall on March 20. He sold shellfish from
a stall at the corner of Nancy Street. The stall was not kept on after his
death. Amelia P—— knew the C s. The information obtained was
somewhat contradictory as to the extent of the intimacy, but I believe she
was the sonrce of infection, so far as the C—— family were concerned. From
about February 10 until April 10, a period of two months, infection was in
the family at No. 2, Nancy Street, before the first case was certified. The
first two cases in the family were, without doubt, enteric fever, and the two

F
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cases which were subsequently certified were cases secondary to them. There
were several children belonging to the family in the house, and although no
positive evidence was forthcoming it is not improbable that one or more mmld
unrecognized cases occurred amongst them. The fact that infection was in the
house for such a long period before the nature of the disease was recognized
exercised an important influence in spreading nfection in the neighbourhood
during the early part of the year.

The following cases are worth noting : —

On May 14th a Mr. and Mrs. R with their three children, onc of
whom was a baby about nine months old, removed from No. 34, Watson's Place,
which is within a few yards of No. 2, Nancy Street, to No. 62, Queensbury
Street, Islington. Two of the R children appear to have been playmates
of some of the children from No. 2, Nancy Street. On May 28th one of the
R-——— children was noticed ill, and on June 3rd and Tth respectively another
child and the mother sickened. They were all removed to St. Bartholomew’s
Hospital on June 10th, and were certified to have enteric fever on June 15th.

Elizabeth P , aged 20, married, of No. 11, Louisa Street, visited the

R family when they were ill, and also when they were removed to
hospital she washed clothing belonging to the family. Mrs. P 's
husband was a brother of Mrs. R——. About July 1st Mrs. P began

t¢ ail and was certified to be suffering from enteric fever on July 10th. When
Mrs. R was removed to hospital her baby was brought to No. 32, Watsons
Place to be taken care of by a Mrs. C—— (not the same name as that of
the family at No. 2, Nancy Street) whilst its mother was in hospital. The
following cases then occurred at No. 32, Watson’s Place:—Henry J. L—
aged 13} began to ail about June 25th, was admitted to the Metropolitan
Hospital on July 25th and certified to have enteric fever on July 21st; Alfred
E. C——, aged 14, cousin to above-mentioned patient, and shared the same
bed, was ailing from about July 6th, admitted to the Metropolitan Hospital
on July 15th and certified to have enteric fever on July 21st; Ann C—y\
aged 36, mother of the above patient, was ailing from about July 20th, and
certified to be suffering from enteric fever on July 27th.

That these cases were infected through Mrs. R——'s baby appears highly
probable. When seen on July 28th, although the infant was stated to be well
and to be putting on flesh, it looked pallid and thin, and there was a history
of wasting with feverishness and diarrhcea lasting over a month. I have
little doubt that this infant had enteric fever, and was the source of infection
in the house. Ann C—— may have been directly infected from her son or
nephew.

The following cases may be mentioned as also affording evidence of a
young child being a source of infection:—
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Robert W , aged 23, of No. 30, Ware Street, was taken ill with what
was believed to be an attack of influenza and bronchitis about September
7th; he was ill for nearly 8 weeks and confined to his bed for five; he had
diarrhcea and lost a good deal of flesh. IHe was getting about again at the
end of October. He was nursed by s wife Julia W——, aged 23. She began
to ail about October Gth, and was certified to have enteric fever on October
29th and removed to hospital. About October 1st, John W——, aged 1 year
and 4 months, was taken ill. He had attacks of diarrhecea and feverishness
and lost flesh. He seems to have been ailing for about a month. On the
removal of his mother to hospital he was taken care of during the day time
at No. 29, Ware Street, by a family named C——, and at night he was looked
after at No. 31, by a family named L , these two families being relatives
of the W——"s. As shown in the list one case subsequently developed in
the C—— family at No. 29, and five cases in the L family at No. 31, Ware
Street.

I think an infant or young child with unrecognised enteric fever, owing
to contamination of clothing, bedding, etc, with excreta, must be regarded
as a very potential source of infection.

Although there was nothing to indicate that infected food or drink was
a common cause in connection with the prevalence of the disease I have not
much doubt that contamination of the food in a houschold may have been
frequently the means by which infection was conveyed. — Take for
instance cases 3 to 37 on the list: here we have a mother ill with enteric
fever for nearly a month and looking after her domestic affairs, preparing
food and handling the loaf from which she cuts the bread for her children.
It is impossible to gainsay the risk run by a family under such circumstances.
Another instance where a person suffering from the disease handled food,
was case 18 on the list. This person was selling fruit from a barrow in the
street for about 10 days whilst she was suffering from enteric fever which
she contracted through nursing her child. Here was undoubtedly risk to the
public, but I was not able to trace any cases to this source.

The main characteristics of the cases during the year were infectivity above
and severity somewhat below the average.  FEarly dunng the prevalence it
became apparent that unrecognised cases would have to be traced, and the en-
quiries made resulted in a number being brought to light, some of which might
have escaped recognition altogether, whilst others would certainly have dragged
on for several days longer before medical advice was sought. Notwithstanding
the efforts made, however, cases did escape recognition and without doubt
played their part in the chain of infection. As a matter of fact it came to my
knowledge towards the end of the year that there had been three cases of
illness in a house in Ware Street during the months of June and July. The
history obtained leaves no doubt in my mind as to the illness having been
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enteric fever. Two of these children who were ailing for about a month
were undoubtedly in contact with other children in the neighbouring houses
whilst they were 1ll, for they were not confined to bed and used to sit on the
front door steps. It may be mentioned that our enquiries were hampered,
especially during the early stages of the prevalence, by reticence on the part
of the patient’s friends as to the information they were willing to give about

the cases.

In a number of instances poverty, with its attendant evils, a lack of proper
attention to domestic cleanliness, and want of sufficient accommodation in the
dwellings, undoubtedly helped to spread infection in households. There is,
however, always some risk of secondary cases, even when patients are treated
under the best of conditions. In connection with these cases this is exempli-
fied by the fact that a nursing sister in one hospital, a nurse in another, and
two nurses and a maid in the Shoreditch Infirmary, in which institution some
of the patients were treated contracted the disease. Moreover it may be
mentioned that one of the disinfecting officers of the Borough also took the
disease and unfortunately died. If persons trained in nursing, who are aware
of the risks of infection, who are dealing with patients under the best conditions
possible nevertheless do acquire enteric fever from their patients, how much
more liable to take infection are those who have to look after cases in the
homes of the poor, where proper accommodation is lacking, where
the conditions as to ventilation and cleanliness are most unfavourable, where
there is ignorance as to nursing, and a want of knowledge as to the patient
suffering from an infectious complaint? There can be no doubt as to the
answer. In connection with this it is to be noted that cases of enteric fever
are not usually certified much under a fortnight from the commencement of
the illness. It is highly probable that infection is frequently spread during
this period.

It may be mentioned with regard to the results of Widal's test that
in several of the cases, negative results were obtained where clinically the cases
were clearly enteric fever. On the other hand, in one or two instances in which
the illness was not marked, instantaneous positive results were obtained. Cases
23 and 24 on the list may be instanced: the former was typically enteric
fever but Widal was negative; in the latter case there were no signs of the
disease beyond slight continued pyrexia, the patient being bright and cheerful,
yet Widal's test was positive at once. Case 48 may also be referred to. The
patient in this case was ill from the end of July until the end of October ;
there was a relapse but the temperature was never very high., Widal's tests
were made on September 9th, 14th and 21st, with negative results; on
October 4th a positive result was obtained but only in high concentrations
of serum. A further test made on November 17th, when the patient was
convalescent, gave a positive result. A daughter of this patient, who was
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taken ill about September 10th, gave negative results with the test on Sep-
tember 14th and 21st, positive with strong concentrations of serum on Septem-
ber 27th, and positive but slow on November 10th when she was convalescent.
It is also worthy of note that a case which was certified to be enteric fever,
and which closely resembled one of that disease, and gave a positive result
with Widal's test, was found after death to have been one of tuberculous
meningitis.

The cases of enteric fever certified in the Metropolis numbered 1,350, as
compared with 1,396 for 1907 and 1,608 for 1906. The attack-rate was some-
what under 0.3 per 1,000 inhabitants. The deaths numbered 225, as compared
with 194 in 1907, the death-rate being (.04 per 1,000 mmhabitants.

ERYSIPELAS.

The cases certified as erysipelas numbered 124, as compared with 133 in
1907, 144 in 1906, 138 in 1905, 183 in 1904, 147 in 1903, and 172 in 1902.
They were fewer than in any year since notification was made compulsory.
The deaths numbered 5, as compared with 6 in 1907, 2 in 1906, 3 in 1905, 5 in
1904, 7 in 1903, 8 in 1902, G in 1901, 10 in 1900, 16 mn 1899, 11 in 1898,
5 in 1897, 3 in 1896, 5 in 1895, 5 in 1894, and 15 in 1893. The deaths were
Lelow the average for the last 15 years.

The cases and deaths amongst males and females in the Borough and
its eight wards were distributed as set out below :—

ERYSIPELAS.
Ward, Casgs CERTIFIED. Fatar Casrs.
Male, Female. Tutal, Male. | Female. Total,

Moorfields ... 3 T 10 1 A I 1
Lo G e B e 1 14 18 .- . v
LTI L e i i en o | 5 G 11 s 1 1
Wenloek ......ccc0n0. 7 14 21 2 ot 2
Whitniore. .. .. covevure. i 5 2¢ | 29 va 1 1
Jeinpeland  .isaseaiis ' 6 P R = ik i
Haggerston ......00004 8 4 12
T T S S SRR R ]| ] 4 10

Total for Borongh.... 44 80 124 3 @ 5

| |

The death-rate was .04 per 1,000 inhabitants, as compared with .05 in

1907, 0.01 in 1906, 0.02 in 1905 0.04 m 1904, 0.06 in 1903,

(.05 in 1901, and 0.08 in 1900,

0.06 i 1902,

The deaths were at the rate of 4.0 per cent.
of the cases certified, as compared with 4.5 per cent. in 1907, 1.3 per cent. in
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1906, 2.1 in 1905, 2.6 in 1904, 4.7 in 1903, 46 in 1902, 42 in 1901, and 5.8
i 1900.

Pyzemia and Septicaemia (blood-poisoning) were given as the cause of
death in 19 instances, 9 of males and 10 of females. Infective endocarditis
caused the deaths of 3 males and 1 female. There was one death attributed
to another septic disease allied to the foregoing.

PUERPERAL FEVER.

Five cases were certified, two of which proved fatal The attacks per
1,000 births were at the rate of 1.3, as compared with 0.8 in 1907, 1.5 in 1906,
2.2 in 1905, 1.3 in 1904, 1.7 in 1903, 22 in 1902, 1.7 in 1901, and 2.5 in 1900.
The death-rate from puerperal fever calculated per 1,000 births was 0.5, as
compared with 0.2 in 1907, 0.8 in 1906, 1.0 in 1905, 0.5 in 1904, 0.2 in 1903,
0.7 1n 1902, and 0.5 in 1901.

DIARRHZA

The deaths from diarthcea numbered 112, not including 86 attri-
buted to enteritis, chiefly of infants under one year, as compared with 74 in
1907 and 194 in 1906. The deaths were distributed during the year as
follows : —In January 2, February 1, March 2, April 1, May 2, June 2, July
7, August 34, September 48, October 10, November 3, and December 1. As
1s usually the case August and September were the months when the disease
was most active and fatal. Of the deaths from diarrhecea during 1908, 86
were of infants under one year and 23 were of children aged between one
and five years. The remainder were of persons over hfty-iive years of age.
The death-rate was 0.82 per 1,000, as compared with 0.64 in 1907 and 1.68

e 1906,

The mortality from diarrhcea amongst infants under one year in Shore-
ditch during 1908 was at the rate of 233 per 1,000 births registered during
the year, as compared with 153 for 1907, 403 for 1906 and 30.6 for 1905
The figures for the Metropolis were 14.4, 9.2, 27.3 and 20.7 respectively for the
four years. A table giving a comparison of these rates for previous years is
contained 1n the report for the year 1905,

In nearly all of those investigated the deaths of young infants were of
those being brought up otherwise than at the breast, and condensed milk
was largely used in their feeding.

The deaths from diarrheea in the Metropolis in 1908 numbered 2,592,
as compared with 1,563 in 1907 and 4,507 in 1906. The deaths were most
numerons during August and September. The death-rate from diarrhcea for
the Metropolis was 0.54 per 1,000 population, as compared with 0.32 in 1907,
93 in 1906, 0.72 in 1905, 1.07 in 1904, 0.64 in 1903 and 0.53 1n 1902,
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MEASLES.

Deaths from measles were most numerous during the months of March,
April and May, but the disease was much less prevalent than in 1907. The
deaths numbered 51, of which 50 were children under 5 vyears of age, and
one was of a child aged between five and ten years; 31 of the.children who
died were males and 20 females. The mortality was proportionately highest
in Haggerston and lowest in Moorfields Wards, being 0.71 and 0.18 per 1,000
respectively. The death-rate for the Borough due to measles was (.44 per 1,000
population as compared with 0.99 in 1907, 0.64 in 1906, 0.52 in 1905, 0.69 in
1904, 0.85 in 1903, 0.72 in 1902 and 0.G4 in 1901. It was therefore considerably
be low the average of recent years, and is the lowest recorded during the
past 20 years.

The deaths from measles in the Metropolis numbered 1,524, as compared
with 1.801 in 1907, 1,909 in 1906 and 1,715 in 1905; the death-rate being
(.31 per 1,000, as agamst 0.38 in 1907, 0.40 m 1906 and 0,36 i 1905,

The houses brought to the notice of the Health Department as being
infected through measles numbered 311, as compared with (74 in 1907, 449
in 190G, 470 in 1905 and 454 in 1904. These houses were mostly brought
to our notice by the School Authorities. On enquiry during the year in
85 instances it appeared that the illness was not measles. Disinfection was
carried out in connection with 228 rooms by the officers of the Sanitary
Authority, and the usual steps were taken as regards bedding and textile
articles. In three instances the measures as to disinfection were carried out
by the occupiers of the infected premises to the satisfaction of the medical
practitioners attending on the cases.

WHOOPING COUGH.

This disease caused 21 deaths, 3 of males and 18 of females, all of whom
were under five years of age. The death-rate was only (L18 per 1,000 inhabi-
tants, as compared with 0.86 in 1907, 0.51 in 1906, 0.73 in 1905, 0.51 in
1904, 0.35 in 1903, 0.63 in 1902 and 0.49 in 1901. The death-rate due to
whooping cough for 1908 is the lowest recorded for fifty years. A comparison
of the death-rates in the eight wards of the Borough is given in Table VIL
(Appendix). There were no deaths in Moorfields Ward. The rate was highest
in Hoxton Ward.

No deaths from whooping cough were registered during January, March,
May and July.
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The deaths from whooping cough in the Metropolis numbered 984, as
compared with 1,786 in 1907, 1,226 in 1906 and 1,507 in 1905; the death-
rate being 0.20, as against 0.37 in 1907, 026 in 1906 and 0.32 in 1905.

INFLUENZA.

Influenza was given as the cause of 22 deaths, as compared with 23 in
1907, 17 in 1906, 11 in 1905, 14 in 1904, 19 in 1903, 14 in 1902, 16 in 1901,
52 in 1900, and 35 in 1899. The figures for previous years are contained
in the annual report for 1901. The disease was most prevalent during Feb-
ruary and March when 15 deaths occurred. No deaths from influenza were
registered during July, August, October and December.

The deaths attributed to influenza in the Metropolis numbered 1,334,
as compared with 967 in 1907, 895 in 1906, 664 in 1905, 707 in 1904, 644
in 1903, 1,036 in 1902, 664 in 1901 and 1,950 in 1900. The deaths were
most numerous during Febroary and March and least so in August and
September.
TUBERCUILOSIS.

Tuberculosis (Appendix Table V., Nos. 29 to 34 inclusive) was given
as causing 311 deaths, as compared with 327 in 1907, 347 in 1906, 321 in
1906, 365 m 1904, 3706 i 1903, 295 n 1902, 363 n 1901, and 343 in 1900,
The number was therefore below the average for recent years. The deaths
from tuberculosis amounted to 15.5 per cent. of the total number of deaths
from all causes during the year, as compared with 14 per cent. in 1907 and
15 per cent. in 1906. The death-rate was 2.7 per 1,000 population, as com-
pared with 2.8 in {1907, 30 in 190G, 27 in 1905, and 3.1 in 1904. The
rate was lowest in Hagggerston Ward and highest in Whitmore, being 1.9
and 3.5 per 1,000 respectively. Tuberculosis of the lungs, or phthisis, or con-
sumption as it 15 commonly called, resulted in 224 deaths, as compared with
232 in 1907 and 233 in 1906. Of these 140 were of males and 84 of females.
The great majority of these deaths were of persons in the wage-
carning period of life. The death-rate from consumption was 1.9 per 1,000
inhabitants, being highest in Hoxton, where it amounted to 2.6, and lowest
in Haggerston where it was 1.1 per 1,000 population.

Dﬁ[ing the year measures as to disinfection were taken in connection
with 71 houses in which cases of phthisis occurred.

The deaths from tuberculosis in the Metropolis numbered 9,176 giving a
death-rate of 1.9 per 1,000 inhabitans. Of these some 6,647 were attributed
to consumption, the death-rate being 1.72 per 1,000 inhabitants. Comparing
these figures with those of Shoreditch it will be seen how much higher

proportionately the mortality from tuberculosis is in this Borough.
* e
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CEREBRO SPINAL FEVER

Six cases were certified with five deaths. Four of these cases were in
infants under 12 months, one patient was 2 years and the other six years
of age. In three of the cases there was positive evidence as to the presence
of the micro-organism of the disease, in two the evidence was doubtful, and
in one the micro-organism was not found.

Inquiries were made as to two deaths from meningitis. One was due to
the micro-organism of pneumonia and the other was stated by the medical
practioner attending the case not to have been cerebro spinal fever.

The cases certified as cerebro spinal fever in the Metropolis numbered
86, and 12 deaths were attributed to this disease.

ANTHRAX

A case of anthrax came under my notice during the year in the person
of the wife of a caretaker employed at a horse hair factory. Drawn hair
is manufactured, the work being in tail hair, which is obtained practically
from all parts of the world, but more especially from Russia, Siberia, South
America, and China. Most of it comes from Siberia. The patient first noticed
a pimple on her neck about April 20th: it was thought to be a boil up to
the 26th, when she was beginning to feel ill and went to the T.ondon Hospital.
It was then recognised to be malignant pustule, the seat of innoculation of
the micro-organism of anthrax, and the patient was admitted and operated
on at once. She made a good recovery. The patient was not employed in
working with horse hair, but she cleaned the offices and did washing and
doubtless washed the blouses used by her employer in the business, and also
washed her husband’s clothing.

GLANDERS.

In accordance with Article 2 of the T.ondon (Notification of Glanders)
Order, 1907, some 21 intimations were received from the Veterinary Inspector
of the London County Council as to the existence of glanders amongst horses
on premises within the Borough. The necessary steps in connection with the
cases, and the cleansing and disinfection of the infected premises were carried
out by the officers of the London County Council. Enquiries were made by
the officers of the Borough Council in each instance, but no evidence was
obtained as to the existence of any case of human glanders

CHOLERA.

In connection with the occurrence of cholera in Russia intimations were
received from the Port of London Sanitary Authority as to the arrival of
six persons from Russia who were proceeding to addresses in Shoreditch.
One intimation was also received from the Hull and Goole Port Sanitary



35

Authority as to a person from a ship upon which a case of cholera occurred,

who was proceeding to this Borough

made.

INFECTIOUS DISEASES AND SCHOOLS.

In the following table are set forth the numbers of children belonging
to Shoreditch who were suffering from infectious diseases or were residing in
houses in which infectious diseases existed, concerning whom intimations of
exclusion from school were recéived from the head-teachers of the schools
they attended in accordance with the requirements of the school management
code of the London County Council : —

In all cases the usual enquiries were

Schonl.

Enteric
Fever.

Arlington Square . ...
Bath Street. ........ '
Canal Road . ........
Catherine Street. .. ..
Clentral Street ......
Chatham Gardens. ...
Coleman Street Ward .|
Curtain Road. ....... !
Enfield Road........|
Fellows Street ......|
Gopsall Street ..
Haggerston Road. ...
Hammond Square ..
Hanover Street,,....
Hoxton House ...... |
Maidstone Street ..
Napier Street........
Pritchards Road ....
Queen’s Road . ......
Redvers Street . ...
St. John's Lane. .....
St. John's National . .
St. John's Road ...
St. J uaeph"s ........
St. Moniea's .......
St Mary’s ..........
T
Bt. Peter's .......... ,
Scawfell Streat .. .. .. !
Serutton Street . ... .. '
Shap Street ........
Shepperton Road ... .
Trinity Place........|
Virginia Road ... ..
Wenlock Road .. ....
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The number of children excluded in 1907 was 3,399. The decrease
during 1908 was due to the comparative fewness of the cases of measles,
chickenpox, whooping cough and mumps. There was a considerable increase
in the number of children away from school through enteric fever.

The following schools came under my notice in connection with the
prevalence of infectious disease amongst the scholars : —

Fellows Street School.—Class-room B of the infants’ department was
closed by the Medical Officer (Education) on account of the prevalence of
measles amongst the children. The usual steps as to disinfection were taken
by the Sanitary Authority.

Shap Street School—Class-room C of the infants’ department was visited
on account of the prevalence of measles but no action appeared necessary on
the part of the Sanitary Authority.

Curtain Road School—There was measles amongst the scholars in
Class-room A of the infants’ department, but it was not necessary to take any
action ; children who had not had measles were being excluded. Class-room E
later in the year also came under notice in connection with the exclusion of
some of the children on account of measles, but no action on the part of the
sanitary authority was necessary.

Scrutton Street School—Class-room B of the boys’ department was visited
i connection wth the occurrence of certain cases of diphtheria in the neigh-
bourhood of the school, but it was not necessary to take any special action as
regards the scholars.

BACTERIOLOGICAL EXAMINATIONS.

During the year 65 bactericlogical examinations were made by Dr. Bulloch
at the London Hospital Medical School in cases of suspected infectious disease.
In 26 the examinations were for diphtheria, with positive results in six
instances. For tuberculosis of the lungs six examinations were made, and in
one the tubercle bacillus was found. The remaining 33 were for enteric fever,
with positive results in 14 instances.

DISINFECTION.

During 1908 disinfection was carried out at 1,208 premises, as compared
with 1688 in 1907. The articles removed and disinfected at the Borough
disinfecting station numbered 22,056, as compared with 34,095 in 1907, 26,693
in 1906, 33,745 in 1905, 14,063 in 1904, 8,911 in 1903, 55,025 in 1902, and 17,226
in 1901. The articles disinfected included 1,311 beds, 1,229 mattresses, 2,649
pillows, 971 bolsters, and 15896 other articles, including sheets, blankets,
clothing, carpets, curtains, and the like. In some instances infected bedding
was destroyed, and was replaced with new to the extent of 2 beds and 6}
mattresses. No complaints of a serious character were received in respect
of the measures taken by the sanitary authority for disinfection. In one
instance compensation was paid for damage to an article of dress.
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THE SHELTER

The Shelter was not in use during the year under consideration.

PUBLIC MORTUARY.

During 1908 the dead bodies received in the public mortuary numbered 367,
as compared with 349 in 1907, 405 in 1906, 417 in 1905, and 460 in 1904. The
bodies of 6 persons dead of infectious disease were removed to the mortuary
by the sanitary authority, as compared with 3 in 1907, 5 in 1906, 3 in 1905, and
4 in 1904. The decrease in the number of bodies deposited in the mortuary
" during the past two years probably resulted mainly from the absence of pro-
tonged hot weather during the summer months, though it is also necessary to
take into account the decrease in the total number of deaths in the Borough
during 1908.

The inquests held numbered 302, as compared with 298 in 1907, 295 in
1906, 290 n 1905, and 336 in 1904. The post-mortem examinations in the
post-mortem room at the mortuary numbered 208, as compared with 229 in
1907, 226 1n 1906, 223 in 1905, and 251 in 1904. The figures as to the use of
the mortuary m years previous to 1904 are contained in the Annual Report
for 1903,

WATER SUPPLY.

‘The rainfall for the year, measured at Oxford, amounted to 23.725 inches.
Taking the mean rainfall for 35 years there was a deficiency of about 2 inches.
The rammest quarter of the year was the second, when 7.470 inches fell, the
lall exceeding the average of the four quarters of the year by 1.5 inches. The
wettest month was April, when 4.309 inches fell, and the dryest February,
when the fall only amounted to 0.872 inches.

In accordance with Section 49 of the Public Health (London) Act, 1891,
communications were received from the Metropolitan Water Board as to
water supplies being cut off in respect to 65 premises, as compared with 113 in
1907. Of these 19 were on the East London District, and 46 on that of the
New River. In a number of the intimations the premises referred to had
been vacated, in 19 water pipes were broken and leaky, in 6 instances there

was waste, and in 6 instances the water was cut off on account of non-payment
of the water rate.

No complaints were received as to the quality of the water supplied in

the Borough, either on the East London or on the New River District, and
there was no reasen for suspecting the occurrence of any water-borne disease.

SANITARY WORK.

Preliminary notices as to insanitary conditions were served in respect
to 3,026 premises, of which 264 were dealt with under the supervision of the
Chief Inspector, 534 under that of Inspector Lear, 569 under Inspector Firth,
994 Inspector Jordan, 492 Inspector Langstone, and 573 under the supe vision
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of Inspector Pearson. In connection with the work arising out of these notices
some 823 letters were sent to owners of property, builders, and others con-
cerned. Some 29,676 visits of inspection were made during the year, exclusive
of those made by the Medical Officer of Health and Chief Sanitary Inspector.
The premises inspected included milkshops, cowsheds, slaughter-houses, cook-
shops, and eating houses, factories, workshops, outworkers’ premises, schools,
dwelling-houses, and tenement buildings (Appendix).

In the subjoined table is contained a summary giving an idea as to the
nature of the work done for the abatement of nuisances and for improving the
dwellings of the people in Shoreditch, which has been compiled from the
abstracts of their work prepared by the sanitary inspectors: —

it | o o |t |
| stone. s

New drains consiructed ., % - s | = & 1 11 ! 1 fi 33
Drains re-constructed or repaired s - | 56 40 R 3 | a3 87 | 342
Sink waste pipes trapped and disconnected .. | .. 21 | 102 04 14 45 | 276
Stack pipes re-instated .. i A | 53 | 3| 29 45 34 a3
Eaves gutters re-instated .. ., .. .. | 35 | 71 |104 | 23 | 82 | 81 | 346
Btack pipes disconnected from drains ., i 1 . fi 4 14 1 2 | 100
Accumulstions of sewage dealt with .. .. | .. | 1 | .. | 15 | #5 | 37 |14
Cerspools abolished |, po o i k) A 2 2 P 1 6 11
New water closels constructed . - e | 1 39 2 19 i 9 1k
Old water closets re-constructed or repaired .. | 41 42 | 119 o4 7| 96 | 466
Water closels cleansed and white-washed £ | a0 20 70 173 | BD | 189 Bati
Water closet flushing apparstus repaired g | 3 (i 38 | 134 6 I 80 | 308
Obstructions in water closels removed ., o5 1 33 23 19 23 | 50 | 148
Overcrowding in houses abated ., - o s 16 Y 8 15 8 | 117
Damp courses in houses provided. i S R R 2 i . H 23
Walls pointed R P L T gl 2] s | e |
Roofs repaired - e i o | T1 79 i 77 B6 | 308
Stuirs repaired b i oy i i 13 24 45 26 6 | 15 119
Floors repaired o i i ik 5 14 49 17 80 | 13 72 | 195
Ventilation under floors provided. . wi A S | 8 -] (S | | 7 } 28 58
Doors repaired b IR n p. | 15 1 21 0 | 8 | &4
Door eills provided .. - o o b Bt - iy At 8 8 13 | 140
T e e - e T 2 | 12 | 11 | 18 |26
Houses cleansed throughout ik s .o | 100 37 24 a2 | 22 24 | 239
Houses cleansed in pert .. i 5 - | 125 278 a6 | 76 01 T86
Total number of rooms cleansed .. e .. | 385 | 718 | 727 | 603 | 597 | 807 |3637
Yards or areas lime-washed .. .. .| 35 [209 | 59 |170 | 40 | 120 | 7e3
Yardepaved ., .. e e - | 8 T2 117 | 84 | 87 | 128 | 480
Areas of forecourts paved .. e i i i 24 14 3 12 23 i
Now areas constructed .. e B 3 i g s ] 11
et L BT N ER R (0 o IR T e (S T
Dust receptacles provided .. .. ., .. | 39 | 64 | 96 | 56 | 69 | 93 |17
Dung receptacles provided. . J 5 & 3 | 2 | 4 14
Insanitary cisterns removed s i 2 U ‘ ) 4 5
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In connection with the works enumerated above 3 old brick drains were
removed, and in 38 instances nuisances and annoyance through the presence
of rats on premises were dealt with. In most cases the rats came from defec-
tive drains or sewers. In 132 instances water supplies were restored to pre-
mises, and on 139 premises leaky water pipes were repaired. Urinals were
constructed or reconstructed in 7 instances, and 36 were cleansed and repaired.
In one of these the measures taken were under the London County Council
(General Powers) Act, 1904. Foul accumulations, causing, or likely to give
rise to nuisance were dealt with on 99 premises. In 22 instances animals were
found to be stabled so as to give rise to nuisance, and in 27 stables were paved
or repaved, under the supervision of the sanitary officers.

The foregoing summary includes the work carried out in dealing with
matters under the Factory and Workshops Act, 1901, and also that done in
connection with the drains of new buildings.

Most of the work was done to comply with the requirements of pre-
liminary notices. In 273 instances statutory notices under the Public Health
(London) Act, 1891, were served, by order of the sanitary authority, upon the
parties responsible, with a view to enforcing the abatement of the nuisances
existing.

For non-compliance with the requirements of the sanitary authority, and
lor other breaches of the Public Health Act, and the by-laws made there-
under, Police Court proceedings were taken, as set out below : —

Premises, Result of Proceedings.
Alfred Terrace, No. 2 .......... Order made, 4 guineas costs.
= MR R R ..| Summons withdrawn.
Bridport Place, No. 69.......... Fined 20/-, costs 12/-.
Boston Street, No. 52 .........| No fine. costs 42/-.
Dryedale Street, No. 25 ........ Fined 18/-, costs 2, -.
Pearson Street, No. 19, ... . «v..| JYined 5/-, costs 2j-,
Shrubland Road, No. 69 ....... .| SBummons withdrawn.
Tyssen Street, No. 12 ..........| Fined 20/-, ensts 2/-.
%‘;BEEE Street, (vacant premises) | Order made, 2 guineas costs.
atson’s Place, No. 80 ........ Summons withdrawn 7/- costs.
[ LE] LX) 31 T TR ey T T T.’r" 21
LR L 117 32 ....... . 1] T ?J'r' ¥
1 1 1] 33 owwowd Ew 1 T ?f' T
LA 1] i 34 ........ T 1] 7/- b
LA " L] [ B S S £ 1 ?l'll' L]

The summonses in respect to the houses in Alfred Terrace were taken
out by Inspector Firth against the owner for failure to comply with statutory
notices to abate nuisances in connection with the premises. The roofs were
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leaky, the water-closets were defective, and the houses were dirty, and more
or less dilapidated.

With respect to Nos. 19, Pearson Street, and 69, Bridport Place, the
occupiers of milkshops at these premises were proceeded against for carry-
ing on business without being duly registered as milk purveyors.

The proceedings in respect to No. 52 Boston Street, were taken agamst a
builder under the by-laws of the London County Council as to the execution
of sanitary work. Summonses were taken out firstly for failure to give notice
of intention to execute the work, and secondly for doing work in contraventic -
of the requirements of the by-laws.

With respect to Nos. 25, Drysdale Street, and 12, Tyssen Street, occupiers
of these houses were proceeded against for selling rotten oranges in Hoxton.
The cases are referred to later (vide Page 51).

At No. 69, Shrubland Road, the drains were defective. A statutory notice
was served upon the owner requiring their reconstruction, and a summons
followed. The system, now taking the drainage of more than one premises,
was claimed by the owner of the premises to be a sewer repairable by the
Borough Council, but it was open to question whether, originally, the whole
of the premises drained did not formerly belong to the same curtilage. In
the end a compromise was effected, the matter being settled by the Council
doing the work, the other party contributing a very substantial part of the
costs, and the summons was withdrawn.

The summonses as to the six houses in Watson's Place were for failure
to comply with statutory notices on the owner requiring the abatement of
nuisances through defects in the drains and sanitary arrangements, and general
dilapidations. The work was, however, completed before the summonses came
on for hearing, and it was agreed to withdraw them upon the owner paying
costs.

SMOKE NUISANCE

Nuisances from the emission of black smoke were dealt with in 20
instances. LEleven communications were received from the London County
Council relating to black smoke issuing on seven premises, and one from the
Coal Smoke Abatement Society. In all cases the necessary steps were taken
to obtaip the abatement of the nuisances complained of, and no statutory
notices were served by order of the Health Committee.

VERMINOUS HOUSES.

The houses in which it was necessary to take measures on account of the
presence of vermin numbered 127, as compared with 111 in 1907, and 103 in
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1906. The rooms dealt with numbered 207 ; the walls were stripped, stopped,
and thoroughly cleansed. In a few instances bedding and clothing were also
dealt with, being removed to the disinfecting station for disinfection. It was
not necessary to take steps for enforcing the provisions of the London County
Council (General Purposes) Act, 1904, which provides for sanitary authorities
in London taking steps to free houses from vermin.

HOUSES CILOSED.

The following houses were closed upon the service of sanitary notices,
either on account of their unfitness for habitation, or in order to enable the
works necessary to put them in a satisfactory sanitary condition being carried
out in a proper and efficient manner : —

Bartlett's Buildings, Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, Nancy Street, No. 2,

6, 7. L.ouisa Street, No. q.
Harvey Street, No. 7. Red i.ion Street, No. 4.
Holywell Lane, No. 8. Talavera Place, No. 14.
Holywell Place, No. s. Wenlock Street, No. 36.
Ivy Street, No. 39. White Cross Place, No. 3.

The houses at Bartlett's Buildings each contained three rooms. The
lower rooms were basements, with insufficient light, and the premises generally
were dirty and dilapidated. Six of the houses were dealt with satisfactorily,
but the seventh house was so constructed that it was impossible to provide
adequate light and ventilation for the lower room. It was, therefore, closed
permanently as a dwelling. The work carried out included general cleansing
and repairs, and the provision of means for obtaining more light and air for
the basements. The brickwork of the houses also needed a good deai of
attention.  The work was executed under the supervision of the Chief
Inspector.

The house in Harvey Street was in a dirty and dilapidated condition
throughout, and was closed by the owner on receipt of a sanitary notice from
Inspector Langstone.

The houses in Holywell Lane and Holywell Place were in a dirty and
dilapidated condition. That in Holywell Lane required a good deal of atten-
tion, and it was necessary to reconstruct a portion of the brickwork. It was
vacated upon the service of a statutory notice. The other house was closed
by the owner on receipt of a sanitary notice from Inspector Jordan.

The house in Ivy Street was closed by the owner on receipt of a statutory
notice, and the necessary work was carried out under the supervision of
Inspector Langstone.
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The house in Nancy Street was in a very dirty and dilapidated condition.
It was closed by the owner on receipt of a statutory notice, and was subse-
quently dealt with under the supervision of Inspector Pearson, the premises
being stripped, cleansed, and repaired throughout.

The house in Louisa Street was dirty and dilapidated throughout, and
was closed under statutory notice. The premises were subsequently stripped,
cleansed, and repaired, under the supervision of Inspector Pearson.

The house in Red Lion Street was in a very imsanitary state. The roof
was leaky, the ceiling of several of the rooms defective, and the drains, eaves,
guttering and sanitary arrangements generally needed reconstruction.  The
premises were closed under sanitary notice, and dealt with under the super-
vision of Inspector Jordan. The front wall of this house was defective. It
was condemned by the District Surveyor, and had to be reconstructed.

No. 14, Talavera Place was closed under samitary notice from Inspector
Firth. This house was generally dirty and dilapidated, and the drainage
arrangements were very defective.

The house in Wenlock Street was in a very dirty and dilapidated condition
throughout. It was closed by the owner, upon receipt of a sanitary notice from
Inspector Lear.

At No. 5, Whitecross Place, the drainage arrangements were in a very
defective condition, and were dealt with under sanitary notice [rom Inspector
Jordan. The house had to be closed for the work to be carried out m a
speedy and efficient manner, which was impossible wlilst it was in occupation.

ARTIZANS' DWELLINGS.

Under the above heading are included 48 blocks of dwellings in the
Borough.  Particulars in respect to them are given in previous reports,
During the year two new blocks of bmldings—David and Pesman buildings—
were opened for occupation. Each of these blocks contained nine dwellings
of three rooms each. The population was ascertained to be (0. The con-
struction and sanitary arrangements of these buildings are of a most satisfactory
description. The Artizans' Dwellings were under observation during the year,
and a good deal of sanitary work was carried out in connection with several of
the blocks. Their general sanitary conditions may be stated to be very satis-
factory. As in previous years, for purposes of comparison, they have been
divided into two classes, according to the general characters of the populations
resident in them : A class including those dwellings occupied by persons who, on
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the whole, appeared in comfortable or fairly comfortable circumstances ; and B
including those occupied by people apparently in very poor circumstances.
Class A has been increased by the addition of the new blocks mentioned above.
Class B includes the same dwellings as in previous years.

The number of tenements, rooms, and persons in the dwellings estimated
for the year 1908 are contained in the subjoined table ;: —

Number Number Nouam ber Number

of blucks. jof tenements.  of vocms, | of pr rsons
e & oo v aianig 33 | 1532 3966 : (070
Cllnes B 5ooouivaiseniio 15 |07 i 1780
Total for the whole .... 18 : 1915 E J_BBS | 7850

The conditions associated with residence in the class A are, [rom a sanitary
point of view, superior to those in the class B dwellings.

The births registered during the year, and the birth-rates in the dwellings
as a whole, and the two classes into which they have been divided are shown
below : —

The whole of the Dwellings. Class A. Clags B,
: Rate per 1,000 = Rate per 1,000 - Rate per 1,000
Number. Tl bt Number. Fishabituivks. Number. Tohniaieti.

233 296 186 306 47 26-4

The proportion of deaths attributed to prematurity was 4.3 per 1,000
births, as compared with 12 in 1907, 12 in 1906, and 27.5 in 1905, In class A
the deaths from prematurity amounted to 5.4 per 1,000 births, whilst in class B
they were nil. For the whole Borough the deaths from prematurity amounted
to 16.6 per 1,000 births.

The infantile mortality for the whole of the dwellings was 103 per 1,000
births, as compared with 124 in 1907, 97 in 1906, and 140 in 1905 For the
class A dwellings 1t was 75, as compared with 99 in 1907, 84 in 1906, and 134
in 1906. For class B the mortality was 213, as compared with 207 in 1907,
133 in 1906, and 166 in 1905.
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In the subjoined table are given the deaths and death-rates from certain
causes for the dwellings and the corresponding death-rates for the whole
Liorough, so that they may be compared : —

The whole of the . The
Dwellings. Clasa A. Class B. Hum:!gh.
Causze of Death, - : : il e ] EEvr g
Number | Rate per | Number | Hate per | Number | Hate per | Fute per
of | 1,000 of 1000 of 1,000 1,000

deaths. | inhabitants | Deaths., | inhabitants.| deaths, | inhabitants, 1-“],;:;.;“““,

All causes ,,.... 122 154 85 14-0 37 208 175
Principal Zymo-

tic diseases , , 19 2-4 0 1-4 10 6 | 19
All forms of

Tuberculosis . . 17 21 13 2-1 1 2:4 2:7
Phihisis® ...... 15 19 11 18 9 2-4 1:9
Bronchitis . .. ... 9 11 6 06 3 -7 14
Pneumonia .. .. 17 2:1 14 2.3 3 1-7 19

The deaths of residents of the dwellings in public institutions numbered
54, being 40 for the class A and 14 for the class B dwellings. The percentage
of the total deaths of residents of the dwellings dying in public institutions was
442, being 47.0 for class A and 37.8 for class B. The percentages for previous
years are contained in my last annual report. Those for the Borough and for
the wards are contained in Table VIL (Appendix).

The cases of notifiable infectious disease numbered 96, of which 78 were
i the class A and 18 in the class B dwellings. The attack-rates per 1,000
population were respectively 12.2, 128, and 10.1, as compared with 88 for the
whole Borough. The cases included 56 of scarlet fever, 20 diphtheria, 2 enteric
fever, and 9 erysipelas.

The numbers of cases and the attack-rates per 1,000 inhabitants with
respect to scarlet fever, diphtheria, enteric fever, and erysipelas are set out
below : —

|
Scarlet Fever. | Diphtheria. ‘ Enteric Fever. | Erysipelas.

| | [
Cases. | Rate. | Casee. Rnie.‘ﬂma.; Rate. | Cases. | Rate.

[ .
I | '
(laan . ......... 16 75 e Ry N (1 1-3
Class B 10 | 5.8 6 | 33 | 1 06 1 0-5
The whole of the '
dwellings........ 56 71 | 29 | 36 2 0-2 9 11
|

For the whole Borough the attack-rates were as follows: 5.1 for scarlet
fever, 1.7 for diphtheria, 0.8 for enteric fever, and 1.0 for erysipelas.
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The foregoing figures indicate that amongst the inhabitants of the
Artizans’ Dwellings in the Borough during 1908, the mortality from all causes,
although higher than in 1907, was markedly lower than that of the Borough
generally. The death-rate in the class A dwellings was not so low as for 1907,
but it was considerably below that of the Borough. The class B dwellings
show a decreased death-rate, as compared with that of 1907, but it was markedly
higher than that of the Borough. The infantile mortality, taking the dwellings
as a whole, was much below that of the Borough, but the difference in the
infantile mortalities of the two classes of dwellings is very striking, that of
class B being considerably above the average for the Borough. It is also to be
noted that the birth-rate in these dwellings is considerably lower than that of
the Borough.

The incidence of attacks of notifiable infectious disease was considerably
higher than in the Borough generally. The attack-rate was lower in the
class B dwellings than in the class A dwellings.

HOUSES LLET IN LODGINGS.

The following houses were registered during the year, under the by-laws
as to houses let in lodgings, or occupied by members of more than one
family : —

Gifford Street, Nos. 2, 3, 4, 5, 8, 9, 11.
Crooked Billet Yard, Nos. 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8.

The number placed upon the register during the year was 14, making a
total of 328 since the by-laws came into operation. The number on the register
at the end of the year was 286. These houses were under observation during
the year, and some 345 visits of inspection were made, attention being more
particularly directed to the houses registered in Dereham Place, Laburnam
Street, Wellington Place, Barton Court, Bernale's Buildings, George's Square,
Myrtle Street, Collingwood Street, Essex Street, Westmoreland Place, and
Britannia Street. The houses registered in the last-named street—Nos. 113
to 121—received a good deal of attention at the hands of the Chief Inspector,
and a marked improvement was effected in their sanitary condition

CUSTOMS AND INLAND REVENUE ACTS.

No applications for certificates under the above Acts as to the sanitary
fitness of dwellings for the purpose of obtaining exemption from payment of
inhabited house duty were received during the year.
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SLAUGHTER-HOUSES.

The number of licensed slaughter-houses in the Borough at the end of the
year was 7, as compared with 8 in 1907, 9 in 1906, and 12 in 1905. The license
of the slaughter-house at No. 135, Hackney Road, was not renewed by the
London County Council, the premises not having been used for slaughtering
for over six months. The slaughter-house premises were inspected from time
to time during the year. In one instance limewashing was required. Their
general sanitary condition was satisfactory.

COWHOUSES.

The number of licensed cowhouses in the Borough at the end of 1908
was 7, remaining the same as for the past four years. The cowsheds afford
accommodation for about 100 cows. The number kept in the Borough was
found, at an inspection made shortly before the licensing session, in October,
to be 52, as compared with 57 n 1907, 74 in 1906, 86 in 1905, 95 in 1904, and
101 in 1903. The premises were periodically inspected during the year.
I.imewashing was required in one instance, and in another structural alterations
were carried out for the general improvement of the premises for cowkeeping,
and the drainage system was reconstructed. The general sanitary condition
of the cowsheds in the Borough may be reported upon satisfactorily.

The number of dairymen and milk purveyors on the register at the end
of the year was 292, as compared with 284 wn 1907, 288 in 1906, 289 in 1905,
294 in 1904, 300 in 1903, and 304 in 1902. During the year the sale of milk
was discontinued at 16 and was commenced at 24 premises. In 67 instances
there were changes in the names of the persons registered, and the necessary
corrections were made.

The cowsheds, dairies, and milkshops in the Borough were under inspec-
tion by the sanitary staff, and some 3,590 visits of inspection were made during
the year. In 4 instances milk utensils were found in an uncleanly condition.
Verbal warnings were given in two of these, and written intimations in the
other two. In 16 instances sanitary notices were required in respect to the
premises where the milk business was being carried on: in 9 for general
cleansing, in 2 for cleansing and minor sanitary defects, in 1 for the provision
of a dust receptacle, 2 for a defect in connection with the w.c.'s, 1 for a defec-
tive drain, and in 1 for the absence of a water supply. The necessary steps
were taken to comply with the notices served, and it was not necessary fto
bring any of the premises specially to the notice of the Health Committee.
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Four cases of scarlet fever, one of diphtheria, and two of erysipelas
occurred in connection with milk purveyors’ premises, and the usual steps
were taken as to discontinuing the sale of milk until it was considered safe for
it to be resumed. '

OFFENSIVE BUSINESSES.

The tripe-boiling establishment which comes under the above heading
was under inspection from time to time during the year, but there were no
complaints received in connection with it

FACTORY AND WORKSHOP ACT, 1901

The number of workshops, exclusive of bakehouses, on the register at the
end of 1908 was 1,183, 140 having been added and 211 removed. The
numbers for previous years were 1,234 in 1907, 1278 in 1906, 1218 in 1905,
1,133 in 1904, 1,133 in 1903, and 1,081 in 1902. A classification of the work-
shops registered is contained in the summary of proceedings under the Act,
which is appended. The decrease in the number of workshops was chiefly
in those used for cabinet making and the boot and shoe trades. The usual
inspection of the workshops in the Borough was made during the year. Some
3,991 visits of inspection were made in connection with workshops, and 224 to
factories.

Five communications were received from the Factory Inspector relating
to the establishment of 96 new workshops in the Borough. A large proportion
of these were for the purposes of the cabinet making and tailoring trades. On
inspection 77 were in a satisfactory sanitary state, 4 were unoccupied at the
time visited, and 1 was a factory. The remainder were more or less unsatis-
factory from a sanitary point of view, and required the attention of the
sanitary officers.

Some 33 written intimations were received from the Factory Inspector
referring to insanitary conditions and infringements of the law relating to
public health in connection with 48 workshops and work-places. The chief
insanitary conditions to which the Factory Inspector direcied attention
were : —Dirty conditions of walls and ceilings in 18 instances, dirty and
dilapidated states of the workshops in 5, defective or insufficient water-closet
accommodation in 16, want of proper separate sanitary accommodation for
the sexes in 6, absence of water-closet accommodation in 2, and an accumula-
tion of manure which wds a nuisance in 1 instance. These workshops were
all inspected by the officers of the Borough Council, and the necessary steps
were taken to remove the insanitary conditions to which attention had been
directed, as well as a number of others which came under the observation of



48

the sanitary inspectors when visiting the premises. The results of the action
thus taken upon these intimations were reported to the Factory Inspector from
time to time during the year.

Including those brought under our notice by the Factory Inspector 349
workshops were dealt with, and 332 samtary notices were served upon the
parties responsible for keeping them in a proper sanitary condition. In some
instances more than one workshop was dealt with on the same notice. The
following is an abstract of the sanitary work carried out to comply with
notices served in connection with the workshops referred to during the year

1907 . —
New drains constructed 1 Water-closets' flushing apparatus
Drains relaid or repaired 15 repaired 76
Stack pipes disconnected 7 Water supply laid on or restored 0
Stack pipes reinstated ... 17 Leaking water-pipes repaired i
Eaves gutters reinstated 11 Rooms cleansed and whitewashed 327
Sink waste pipes disconnected 21 Yards - o o 93
Yards paved 19 Areas e i =3 16
Sculleries paved... 1 Roofs repaired 36
Water-closets reconstructed 20 Floors |, 10)
New water-closets constructed o Stairs & 5
Water-closets cleansed and lime- Doors (i
washed 233 Sashes ., ; 3
Obstructions removed from Dust receptacles provided s 24
water-closets 12 Foul accumulations removed ]
Urinals repaired and cleaned ... 7 Ventilation improved 7

In 17 instances statutory notices under the Public Health (L.ondon) Act,
1891, were served by order of the Health Committee, but there was no
necessity for police-court proceedings,

The number of factories under observation during the year was 41, and
7 sanitary notices were served in connection with them. The works carried
out in connection with them included the construction or reconstruction of
drains in four instances, the disconnection of sink waste pipes in seven instances,
the construction or reconstruction of water-closets in 10 instances, improve-
ments as regards the ventilation of water-closets in two instances, and other
matters. In two instances statutory notices were served but no police court
proceedings were necessary

During the year 94 lists of outworkers were received from employers
in the Borough, 47 during each half year. These lists contained the names
of 1,375 outworkers, of whom 1,037 were not resident in Shoreditch. The
addresses of the non-residents were forwarded to the authorities of the sanitary



49

districts to which they belonged. Communications were received from other
sanitary authorities relating to 2,810 outworkers, 163 of which were residents
of other boroughs, and their addresses were fcrwarded to the authorities con-
cerned. A table 1s appended giving the numbers of addresses of outworkers
received from surrounding sanitary authorities during 1908,

The number of outworkers brought to our notice in 1908 was 4,185, as
compared with 4,578 in 1907 and 2,975 in 1906, Of these 2985 were residents
in Shoreditch as compared with 3431 n 1907 and 2259 in 1906. It 1s to be
noted i respect to these hgures that in many instances the names and
addresses of outworkers are duplicated owing to lists being sent in twice a year ;
moreover, in a number of instances the same outworkers are employed by more
than one firm. The numbers given above, therefore, as mentioned in previous
reports, are far from representing the actual numbers of individual outworkers.

Most of the outworkers in Shoreditch are engaged in work connected
with the making of wearing apparel, artificial lowers, paper bags and boxes,
and brushes. Tables are appended showing the distribution of outworkers
as regards trades in the Borough. During the year some 2,577 wvisits of
mspection were made to places where homework was carried on. The work
carried out in compliance with sanitary notices served in connection
therewith included the construction or reconstruction of drains in 13,
instances, the disconnection of sink waste pipes from drains in 14, the dis-
connection of stack pipes in 6, the reinstatement of stackpipes in 40, and of
eaves gutters in 33, the paving of yards in 33, sculleries in 12, and areas 3,
the reconstruction of water-closets in 29 instances, the repair of flushing
apparatus in 22, and other work in connection with the water supplies in 23
instances ; 342 rooms, 30 yards and 49 water-closets were cleansed and white-
washed ; repairs were effected in connection with roofs in 28 instances, floors
16, stairs 11, doors 2, and window-frames 4; and in 45 instances dust recep-
tacles were provided. Twelve cases of overcrowding came under observation
in outworkers’ premises and were abated. Altogether 219 sanitary notices
were served in respect to these premises.

During the year 17 cases of infectious disease were certified in houses
where home work was carried on: five cases of scarlet fever were notified at
addresses where clothing was being made, two where french polishing was
heing done, two where paper bags and boxes and two where brushes were
being made; four cdses of diphtheria, one of erysipelas, and one of epidemic
cerebro spinal fever were certified at houses where paper bags and boxes
were being made. In all cases the usual steps were taken to prevent the work
being a means of spreading infection. No difficulties were experienced in
connection with this, and it was not necessary for any action to be taken
vnder Sections 108-110 of the Factory and Workshop Act, 1901
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BAKEHOUSES.

The number of bakehouses on the register which were in use at the end of
the year was 73, including four factory bakehouses where power is used. The
number remains the same as for 1907. Of these 30 are above ground and 43
below ground level. As the result of inspection 51 were found in a satisfactory
sanitary condition, 17 required cleansing and limewashing, in one there was
defective ventilation, in two instances rain water pipes were defective, and in
two instances other insanitary conditions required attention. In all cases the
usual sanitary notices were served and complied with, and it was not necessary
to specially direct the attention of the Health Committee to any of the bake-
houses.

ICE-CREAM SHOPS.

The following 1s a summary of the work in connection with ice-cream shops
during 1908 : —Inspector Lear had 18 under observation ; two of them required
cleansing. Inspector Firth visited 14, of which 4 required cleansing. Inspector
Jordan had 18 under observation; one required cleansing, and in another
instance there was no dust receptacle. Inspector Langstone visited 25, of
which 2 required cleansing; in two other cases the sale of ice-cream was
discontinued, and in 4 instances the premises were found to be closed. Inspector
Pearson had 15 under observation; in 7 instances notices were required as to
cleansing.

Altogether 90 premises whereon ice-cream was manufactured or sold were
under the observation of the sanitary officers during the year. Of these 69
were in a satisfactory sanitary condition and 4 were found closed. The
remainder required attention mainly on account of want of due care as to
cleanliness. Sanitary notices were served in 17 instances.

COOK-SHOPS AND COFFEE-HOUSES.

On Inspector Lear’s district 20 were visited and 22 of them required
cleansing. On Inspector Firth's district 11 were visited and 3 required
cleansing. Inspector Jordan had 92 under observation, also the kitchens of
18 public-houses at which dinners are provided. In 28 instances sanitary
notices were required ; in two instances the soil pipes and water-closets were
defective, in 3 sinks required attention, 3 flushing cisterns were out of order,
in 1 the yard paving was defective, and in 6 proper dust receptacles were
required. In 20 instances the kitchens required cleansing and repairs. _In
G the coffee-shops were closed when visited. On Inspector Langstone’s district
34 were under observation, and notices as to cleansing were necessary in con-
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nection with 6 of them. Inspector Pearson visited 18, including the kitchens
of 2 public-houses. In 7 instances sanitary notices were necessary, chiefly for
cleansing and in 1 case the drains were defective.

Altogether 197 cook-shops and eating-houses, including the kitchens of
L5 public-houses, were under inspection during the year, as compared with
188 in 1907, 178 in 1906 and 182 in 1905. In G6 instances sanitary notices
were served in connection with them, chiefly on account of a lack of proper
attention as regards cleanliness

FRIED-FISH SHOPS.

The number of fried-fish shops under observation was 46; in 12 instances
sanitary notices were required, in 9 for cleansing, in 1 for defective yard
paving, and in 2 for other samtary defects. Inspector Firth notes that there
has been a great improvement in respect to the shops on his district since
the introduction of hermetically sealed cylinders for the removal of fish offal,

STREET MARKETS AND FOOD.

The usual supervision was exercised by the sanitary officers in connection
with the street markets and the food exposed for sale in the Borough, and
frequent inspections were made with a view to detecting unsound or un-
wholesome food. An inspector is also on duty for this purpose during the
evening in accordance with the instructions of the Council. The following
articles were destroyed as unfit for food :—

Two boxes of cod fish, 29 stone and 1 barrel of skate, 7 lbs. of turbot
with roes, 18 1bs. of soles, 2 boxes of dabs, 2 sacks of whelks, 4 tons of sheep’s
tongues, 6 tons 8 cwt. of cabbages, 109 sacks of savoy greens,  case of onions,
| case of asparagus, b cases of bananas, 88 lbs. of apples, 3 cases and 116
oranges, 1} bushels of cherries, § bushel of plums, 31 barrels of raspberries,
and 10 tins of condensed milk.

Most of the articles destroyed were surrendered as unfit for food. In
one instance some oranges were seized, and condemned, and ordered to be
destroyed by the magistrate. No proceedings followed as the owner who
had them for sale could not be traced. In 2 other cases rotten oranges exposed
for sale were seized, and ordered to be destroyed by the magistrate. The
persons who were offering them for sale were prosecuted, and convicted, and

fined as stated on page 39.

The turbot and roes mentioned were also seized at a fried-fish shop
as being prepared for sale. They were ordered fo be destroyed by the

n 2
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magistrate. There was, however, an element of doubt as to whether they
were actually intended for the food of man. The case was reported to the
Health Committee who did not think it advisable to order a prosecution

With regard to the sheep’s tongues—these were brought under my notice
by a firm of traders in the Borough on December 8rd, with a view of ascer-
taining my opinion as to whether the tongues were fit for food. It appears
they were from South America per SS. “ Orcoma.” There were 30 barrels,
and the specification of their contents shewed that there were 25,500 tongues.
On examination of the contents of two of the barrels they appeared satis-
factory, being firm and free from any putrifactive odour, but a tallowy smell
was noticed. Considering the circumstances, however, it was thought advis-
able to subject some of the tongues and the fluid in which they were pickled
to a careful test. Six tongues were accordingly selected from the two barrels
which were opened, and also some of the fluid The latter was sent to the
public analyst for a report as to its composition. The tongues were boiled
until cooked. Upon splitting them open a very marked putrifactive odour
was at once detected. It was then determined to subject samples of the
tongues from each of the thirty barrels to a similar test. The result was the
same, in every instance the cooked tongue on being split open had an offensive
putrifactive odour. This test was carried out in the presence of a repre-
sentative of the Firm. The tongues were taken possession of by the officers
of the Borough Council and destroyed. With two exceptions there was nothing
noticeable about the contents of the barrels before cooking to indicate that
they were tainted. In the case of the exceptions the tongues had the
appearance of putrifactive changes which was noticeable on opening the
barrels. Analysis showed that the fluid in which the tongues were preserved
contained boric acid. Doubtless this accounted to some extent for the absence
of any appreciable tainted odour before cooking.

Sheep’s tongues are imported into the United Kingdom from several
foreign countries and British possessions. They are usually sent in barrels
containing brine or “sweet pickle,” a fluid impregnated with common salt and
sugar and sometimes with saltpetre In some instances the liquor employed
is a strong solution of boric acid, and tongues exposed to this preservative
solution frequently are found to contain considerable quantities of boric acid
or its compounds, which have gained access to the substance of the tongues.

SALE OF FOOD AND DRUGS ACTS.

The reports of the Public Analysts show that during the year 580 samples
were submitted for analysis under the above Acts. This number was approxi-
mately at the rate of 5 samples per 1,000 inhabitants for the year.
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The results of the year's work are summarised in the following table:—
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Lst. | 132 | 27 | 2087 12 — 12 10 (46 9 0| 66 0 0
Snd. | 127 | 19 | 1497 15 - 15 | 13 | 3912 6 6310 0©
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srd. | 102 | 12 | 117 4 s 1 2 | 9 5 0|81 0 0
dth. | ‘919 | 8¢ | 1567 | 14 | — 14 | 14 | 3616 6109 10 0
I | l
Total | |
for }| 380 | 92 | 15.87 | 45 — |45 | 80 |192 8 0 2300 0 0
Year | | | | |

The samples taken comprised 352 of milk, 180 of butter, 8 margarine,
6 mustard, 5 coffee, 5 cheese, 4 cocoa, 3 pepper, 3 sausage, 2 samples each of
lard, arrowroot, olive oil, kidneys and flour, and one sample each of separated
milk, ice-cream, carbonate of soda, and carbonate of potash.

Of the milk samples 63, or 17.8 per cent, were found to be genuine,
as compared with 23.2 per cent. in 1907, 27.9 in 1906, 20.8 in 1905, 23.5 1n
1904, and 220 in 1903. In the subjoined table are shown the numbers of
samples of milk taken during the four quarters of the year, with the numbers
and percentages of those found not to be genuine : —

e g Gl e
igt. .. ‘e - 76 20 26.3
2nd. .. a0 14 15.5
iy 1 P s 65 8 12'3
4th. .. 121 21 181

In 33 of the samples of milk water was certified to have been added
In 8 the amount was over 5 per cent. in excess of the standard of the Board
of Agriculture, and in 25 it was less than 5 per cent. In 26 of the samples
the milk was deficent in butter fat, the deficiency being over 5 per cent. below
the standard in 19 of the samples, and under that amount in the remainder.
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In 3 samples there were both excess of water and deficiency of butter
fat. Artificial colouring matter in traces was found in three of the samples,
and boric acid in two. The amounts of boric acid in neither case exceeded
2 grains per pint, and the usual letters of warning were sent.

Legal proceedings were instituted in 21 or 33 per cent. of the cases in
which the milk samples were not up to the Board of Agriculture's standard.
In 17 convictions were obtained and in 4 instances the summonses were
dismissed owing to the production of warranties. In the remaining 66 per cent.
in which samples were not up to standard prosecutions were not considered
advisable, the percentages of abstraction of fat and of added water being
too small to make a conviction likely.

In the cases in which convictions were obtained the penalties for milk
adulteration amounted to £45, which is equivalent to 11.25 per cent. of the
full amount of the penalties to which the defendants were liable, as compared
with 5.6 1n 1907, 5.6 in 1906, 7.8 in TV05, 6 in 1904, 8 in 1903, and 13 in
1902. Taking the fnes and costs together, which amounted to £52 2s. 6d,
the average amount paid by the defendant upon conviction was £3 1s. 4d,
as compared with £1 13s. Td. in 1907, 42 9s. 6d. in 1906, £2 19s. 3d. in 1905,
A2 Gs. 10d. mn 1904, £1 18s. Gd. in 1908, and £2 18s. 4d. in 1902. In two
of the cases the defendants had been previously convicted for adulterating
milk. For the second offence they were liable to penalties of £50, but the
penalties inflicted were £4 in each instance.

Of the samples of butter taken 22, or 12.2 per cent., were not genuine,
as compared with 6.3 per cent. in 1907, 11 per cent. in 1906, and 14 per cent.
m 1905. The numbers of samples and percentages of those found adulterated
during the four quarters of the year are as shown in the subjoined table: —

Quarter of the | Number of Number not Percentage

year, Samples. genuine, adulterated.
e e 52 6 115
2nd. ., s 26 3 11.5
8rd. .. Er A 36 1 11.1
4th. .. i 55 66 0 13.6

Of the samples sold for butter which were found not to be genuine 18
were samples of margarine and 2 were butter containing a small percentage
of water over and above the recognised standard, which 1s 16 per cent.

Legal proceedings were taken in 17 instances and were successful in 15;

m two instances the defendant absconded and could not be traced. The
penalties inflicted in the cases in which convictions were obtained for the
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sale of adulterated butter amounted to £62, which was equivalent to 16.3
per cent. of the maximum penalties to which the defendants were liable, as
compared with 15.G per cent. in 1907, 12 per cent. in 1906, 17 in 1905, 10 in
1904, 18 in 1903, and 17 in 1902. Including the costs allowed, which amounted
to 43 2s. 6d, the amounts imposed by the magistrate averaged £4 Gs. 10d,,
as compared with £4 6s. 7d. in 1907, £5 3s. Od. in 1906, £7 1s. 0d. in 1905,
£3 1s. 0d. in 1904, £4 10s. 0d. in 1903, and £4 10s. 0d. in 1902. In one
instance the defendant had previously been convicted three times, he was,
therefore, liable to a penalty of £100; £15 was the penalty inflicted.

Eight samples of margarine were taken. Four were sold in unstamped
wrappers in contravention of the Act. Proceedings were taken in these
cases. In one case a fine of 10s. was imposed, and in the other three there
were no fines but costs were allowed the Council. The fine amounted to
0.3 per cent. of the maximum penalties to which the defendants were liable.
Including the costs the amounts recovered averaged £1 4s. fid.

Of the five samples of cheese one was found fo be margarine cheese,
which was sold in contravention of the Act. Proceedings were taken and the
vendor was convicted, a penalty of £3 being inflicted.

Of the four samples of cocoa one was adulterated, and the vendor was
hned £4:3.

Of the three samples of sausages two contained boric acid not exceeding
2 grains per pound.

One of the samples of kidneys taken showed traces of boric acid.

The sample of separated milk contained 16 per cent. of added water.
The vendor was hned £4.

The samples of mustard, coffee, pepper, lard, arrowroot, olive oil, flour, ice-
cream, carbonate of soda, and carbonate of soda, and carbonate of potash were
returned as genuine.

The subjoined table shows a comparison of the results of the work under
the Food and Drugs Acts during the years 1902-8 inclusive : —
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| e R e z
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1902 281 | 420 71 | °25:8-| 54 2 52 48 117 9 0 |140 10 0O
1903, 707 166 112 | 158 a0 3 a9 51 (173 11 6 (353 10 0O
1904 612 189 110 | 179 85 (] 501 46 (128 S5 O 306 O O
1905; 236 215 08 | 18-2 a7 2 il 47 233 18 0 267 O 0O
1906 520 224 122 | 254 A4 2 432 84 106 12 6 1260 O 0O
1807 519 | " 223 ag | 190 a6 4 32 27 67 14 0 259 10 ©
1908 580 200 92 | 158 45 e 45 49 117 10 012900 O ©
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The increase in the number of samples during 1908, as compared with
the previous year, is a result of the inspectors being on duty in the evening
according to the arrangements made by the Council last year.

SANITARY STAFF.

The Staff of the Health Department includes the following officers : —A
medical officer of health, public analyst, six sanitary inspectors, three clerks,
a messenger and general assistant who helps m clerical work, three disinfecting
cfficers, a mortuary keeper, and a keeper for the shelter house.

Through the death of Sir Thomas Stevenson, M.D. which occurred on
July 27th, the Borough was deprived of the valuable services of an eminent
public analyst. He was Public Analyst for Shoreditch for 36 years, and his
loss 1s much regretted by all who knew him in the Borough. His place was
lemporarily filled by Mr. Leo. Taylor, F.I.C,, F.C.S, the Public Analyst for
the Borough of Hackney until December 1st, when Mr. H. G. Harrison, M.A.,
b.IC, F.CS5, was appointed Public Analyst for the Borough. Mr. Harrison
was an assistant to the late Sir Thomas Stevenson.

It was necessary to bring the unsatisfactory character of the work done by
the keeper of the shelter house under the notice of the Health Committee, other-
wise | have to express my satisfaction as to the manner in which the officers
of the department have performed their duties during the year, and my
appreciation of the help they have afforded me in the work of the depart-
ment. As regards the work of the clerical staff it may be mentioned that
some 15,20 communications written and printed were issued by the depart-
ment during the year. These included 3,159 notices and summonses, 2,204
ietters and cards, mainly on matters under the Public Health and Sale of
Food and Drugs Acts, and 669 as to work under the Factory and Workshop
Act, 6,297 communications of various kinds in respect to infectious diseases
and disinfection, and 777 copies of reports and agendas relating to the work
of the department.

In conclusion I desire to thank the Chairman and members of the Health
Committee for the consideration and assistance they have extended to me in
connection with my official work during the year.

I have the honour to be,
Mr. Mayor and Gentlemen,

Your obedient Servant,

LEWIS T. FRASER BRYETT,
Medical Officer of Health
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TABLE I

Vital Statistics of whole District during 1908 and previous Years.
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regis- District. | the
tersd District.
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1895 121740 | 4281 | 35°1 |B46) 199] 2709 (222 i61 371 J66 | 2704 23-4
1894 121530 | 4131 | 237 1854 |210] 2982 |24:5 Q015 449 358 | 2911 24-2
1900 (215355 | 4023 | 32-9 ?-1[:! 15:] 2650 |22-2 790 472 $a0 | 2576 214
1901 118350 | 4120 |34-3 |R12] 201] 2652 |22-6 B84 427 365 | 2596 29-1
1902 | 117918 | 3992 | 333 ?Hii 18] 2383 |2002| 836 | 387 | 432 | 2441 | 209
1903 117740 | 3932 |33-3 (676) 170 v232 [189| 832 ] 337 | 383 | 2280 | 196
1904 L117360 | 3763 |[&82-0 | Tou| 190] 2315 19 6] 811 466 434 | 2392 | 206
1906 | 116439 | 3894 | 383 J652|i6a] 2231 (191 ] 867 | 391 | 451 | 2296 | 198
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*Rates in Columns 4, 8, and 13 are calculated per 1,000 of estimated population.
ITotal registered for the Borough, excluding the births in the Holborn
Workhonse.
§The population in the Holborn Workhouse is excluded in calculating these rates.

NoTte.—The deaths included in column 7 of this table are the whole of those

registered during the year as having actually occurred within the district.

The deaths

included in column 12 are the number in column 7, corrected by the subtraction of
the number in column 10 and the addition of the number in column 11. During
1908 eights persons not resident in Shoreditch died within the district, and 13
residents of Shoreditch died beyond the district, but not in public institutions, these
have to be added to the figures in columns 10 and 11 respectively in order to get the.
net deaths.

By the term “ non-residents” is meant persons brought into the district on
account of sickness or infirmity, and dying in public institutions there; and by the
term “ residents " is meant persons who have been taken out of the district on account
of sickness or infirmity, and have died in public institutions elsewhere.

The * public institutions ” taken into account for the purposes of these Tables
are those into which persons are habitually received on account of sickness or
infirmity, such as hospitals, workhouses and lunatic asylums. A list of the institutions
in respect of the deaths in which corrections have been made is given on pages
8 and 9 of the Report.

Total population at all ages, 118,637} 2 .

Area of District in acres Number of inhabited houses, 12,743 £2
(exclusive of area ; 642.5 Average number of persons, ‘ S =
covered by water) per house o 93/ 27%
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TABLE 1V.

BOROUGH OF SHOREDITCH,

Causes of, and ages at, death during Year 1908.
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NOTES TO TABLES IV. AND V.

(2) In Table IV, all deaths of “Residents” occurring in public institutions,
whether within or without the district, are #nc/uded with the other
deaths in the columns for the several age groups {columns 2-8). They
are also, in columns 9-16, included among the deaths in their respective
“Localities " according to the previous addresses of the deceased as
given by the Registrars. Deaths of “Non-residents” occurring
public institutions in the district are in like manner exc/wded from
columns 2-8 and 9-16 of Table IV..

(6) See notes on Table 1. as to the meaning of “Residents” and “Non-
residents” and as to the “Public Institutions” taken into account for
the purposes of these Tables. The "lLocalities " in Table IV. are the
same as those in Tables II. and I1I.

(¢) All deaths occurring in public institutions situated within the district,
whether of “Residents” or “Non-residents,” are, in addition to bein
dealt with as in note (a), entered in the last column of Table IV. The

total number in this column equals the figures for the year in column
9, Table I. -

(d) The total deaths in the several “localities™ in columns 9-1G of Table
IV., equal those for the year in the same localities in Table IL., sub-
columns c¢. The total deaths of all ages in column 2 of Table IV.

equal the gross total of columns 9-16, and the figures for the year in
column 12 of Table 1.

‘¢) Under the heading of * Diarrheea ” are included deaths registered as due
to Epidemic diarrhcea, Epidemic enteritis, Infective enteritis, Zymotic
enteritis, Summer diarrtheea, Dysentery and Dysenteric diarrhaoea,
Choleraic diarrhcea, Cholera and Cholera Nostras.

In addition, and as regards deaths of children wnder ome year of age,
under the heading “Diarrhcea” in column 3 (Table TV.) are included
all deaths classified as “ Diarrhcea diseases ” in Table V.

Under the heading of “Enteritis” in Table IV, are included only deaths
over ome year of age registered as due to Enteritis, Muco-enteritis,
Gastro-enteritis, Gastric catarrh, Gastritis, and Gastro-intestinal catarrh.
Deaths from diarrheea secondary to some other well-defined disease
have been included under the latter.

() Under the headings of “Cancer” and "“Puerperal fever” are included all
registered deaths from causes comprised within these general terms.
Thus: Under “Cancer” are included deaths from Cancer, Carcinoma,
Malignant disease, Scirrhus, Epithelioma, Sarcoma, Villous tumour, and
Papilloma of bladder, Rodent ulcer. Under “Puerperal Fever” are
included deaths from Pyzmia, Septicaemia, Sapraemia, Pelvic Peritonitis,
Peri- and Endo-Metritis occurring in the Puerperium.

(g) Under “Congenital Defects” m Table V. are included deaths from
Atelectasis, Icterus neonatorum, Navel hemorrhage, Malformations and
Congenital hydrocephalus.

(&) Under “Tuberculous Meningitis” are included deaths from Acute
hydrocephalus. '

(1) Under “Other Tuberculous Diseases” are included deaths from Tuber-

culosis, Tuberculosis -of bones, joints and other organs, Lupus and
Scrofula.

(7 All deaths certified by registered Medical Practitioners and all Inquest

cases are classed as “Certified”; all other deaths are regarded as
“Uncertified.”



TABLE VI

DEATHS FROM ALL CAUSES IN THE BOROUGH OF SHOREDITCH, AND IN EACH WARD DURING THE YEAR ENDING

dlst DECEMBER, 1908,

Nore.—The deaths of persons not belonging to Shoreditch occurring in hospitals and other institutions in the Borough are excluded ; deaths of persons

Lelonging to Shoreditch oceurring in public institutions in London bevond the limits of the Borough are included.
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151 Buffocation, overlatd in bed ..., 33 | .. Sl 155 e s | s e e e = & 4 9 7 ¢ N - T [ a3 | 10 | 3
152 Suffocation, otherwise, .. ... .... & o e . | 0 L. S BT . | z 11 1 B e R 4 2 f
153 Falls, not specified ........... 3|1 e 3] 4 | 4 &) 1 1) 6] &) 4| 7 O 915 | 24
154 Waoatlior JIHI'EIl'i':'.‘l- e L e : o 5a . i 4 i A wa 5 s s “ b . e " a = e -
155 Otherwise, and not stated .. .... i & o 1 . . | 1 o e | 1 2] 2
156 Homicide ., .... Biacs e Akl i 5 it it S (B i 2 a5 aa e : o - o -
Swierdez, all forie, | :
LAT B pHBOm. e eh v i e s s i 1 2] & 2 | 1 1 1 2 L I | 5| 410
188 By maphyxia  ..ovvioinnasnns : A e = u 5 Pl o s g i &l B
158 By honging and strangulation) .. [ .. | . 1 i I 2 . i | == 1 2 i i 4
160 By drowning ... -oeavoacesss v Pl (N o el | O e e i i S [ 1 R | : | a 2
161 By sliooding .....ovvevnnan, i - 1 =l I s i = N I p el B 1
162 By ent oretab .. covinvnnnaniaal o £ : F o R ol 1 2 o . - e 5
163 By precipitation from  elevated | |
PlaEes L e s e = e o 5 A it S T |
164 By erushing  .......... i | i | ] . b e | e 2 i . = 2 o
165 By other and unspecified ||:|-:'!||1-|!=: = A e LT i | IS s Pl S S | =i o | aw | aw | wn 0 5 -
166 Execution ....... At e | At (] [ [ s . ia e (e s
167 Sodden doath .....cocvewaien e e | e [ e e FES o 3 i 5y el R
68 Other ill-defined and not speci-
T T e RS e n s U | 1 1 : - | -- 1 i - g - 1 | 1 4 2l 2] 2 3
169 Malignant disease .. ......... 1 : e b j 1 2] 21 7] 4 |k 1 | 4 gl 1|1 3) 611§ A%
T o e o St 1 (B e d FET] i Fecirl (e koo Wil By e [ ] (B e | B s 1
171 Cerebro Hpi.nn] Meningitis. .....| & 1 1 2 A e : o L F o I 1B | 3 4 &
ToraL. ..o 510 267 I 45 | 82 320 45 (114 174 202 238 221 108 A% 70 335 430 2TE 410 193 ||'ﬂl 175 | LOBT 819 20u
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TABLE VIII.

ANALYSIS or tHE Casgs TreateEp BY Tur DistRicr Mepicar (OFFICERS OF THE

Boroven during the Year onding Decomber 31st, 1908,

e

b=

D00 = O ook B2

-
—_—

12
13
14
i
16

17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

28
29

Gl

31
L
b
a4

30

il

DisEasgs,

All Causes ., i
Small-pox o s s
Measles i i -
Scarlet Fever ., b 3
Typhus., . + % an
Relapsing fever ks A
Influenza e : "
Whooping Cough .. s
]Jipht%wﬁga & i e
Simple, continued and ill-

defined fever o .
Enteric fever ., o =
Simple cholera - e
Diarrhoa, dysentery . . o
Remittent fever s i
Hydrophobia .. e o
Glanders G . =
Cow pox and Effects of

vaccination . . o .
Venereal affections ., -
Erysipelas x i i
Pywmia and septicomia o
Puerperal fever 2 i

Tabes mesenterica . .

Tuberculous meningitis o
Phthisis 5 i i
Serofula, tuberculosis. | -
Other zymotic diseases s
Thrush . . o 5 i
Worms and other parasitic
iliseases . e .s

Starvation, want of breast-milk

A I(tu]‘lulirlu .

Rheumatic fever and rheuma-
tism of heart i R

Rheumatism ..

(tout .. 3 =7 :

.Ri(!]{ﬂ'f!i. . i o o

Cancer ., o o i
Uther constitutional diseases

Premature birth g

! Diseasks.
4,453 37  Atelectasis -, i alk .
| 38 Congenital malformations .. e
39 0Old age. . =7 k] : 155
x 40 Apoplexy 2 ik i 4
B0 41 Epilepsy s ‘e 58
a8 42 Clonvulsions : 2 3
. 43 Other diseaszes of brain and
sy | nervous system o e 229
148 ; = e
g9 | 44 Diseases of organs of special
H EEIIM! & 8 & & & & & ‘Jﬁ
45  Iiseases of circulatory system 163
9 === e
18 46 Laryngitis ., - » I
| 47 DBronchitis o S I 5 5
R% | 48 Pneumonia .. v S B
19 Pleurisy R e s 19
f 50 Other respiratory diseases |, 26
. 51 Dentition T - . 8
52  Quinsy, sore throat 18
. 5% Enteritis T = = 46
23 || 54 DPeritonitis .. i s 2
28 55 Diseases of liver 5 34
8 36 Other diseases of digestive
i system el 510
5 57 Diseases of lymphatic system
194 and ductless glands 47 16
ol o 3 =
17 58 Diseases of urinary system ., 57
59 Diseases of the generative
) system s - o G |
5 || 60 Accidents of childbirth 24
— il Diseases of locomotive system 183
é 62 Diseases of integumentary
system o 144
B3 Fracture and contusion k a6
g2 64 Gun shot wounds L
':‘.t'i:a 65 Cut, stab o s oy
' “;] | 66 Burns or scalds : 10
| 67 FPoison .. e o o 3
14 !I 68 Drowning S e 3
51 | 69 Buaffocation .. i 2 o
= |' 70 Otherwise ha
71 Oiher causes 208
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PUBLIC HEALTH (LONDON) ACT, 1891.
SUMMARY OF PROCEEDINGS DURING 1908,

TarrLe 1X.
|
NUMBER OF PLACES— |
Number | Number |Numlmr 4:-!'1
PREMISES, of inspec- of proseci-
Onregister 5 o [Onregister] tions, noticos, tioms,
nl-cnfi of m{ﬂﬁg = Iiim?:;i:;d at end of | 1008, 1008. 1908,
1907. s oot IR T ]
i | e |
Milk premises ol 284 24 16 292 3513 T B 2
Cowsheds - 7 et s ol I 7 7 1 H
Slaughter-houses 8 o I 1 i 39 1 -
Other offensive
trade premises G e 2 1 7 4
Ice Cream
premises | 84 12 fi a0 200 17
Registered houses|
let in lodgings 272 14 = 286 345 15
Number of intimation notices served for all purposes ... . 2824
Chvercrowding : —
Number of dwelling rooms overcrowded ... IR 1 i
Number remedied i |
Number of prosecutions <. Nil

Number of premises dealt with under Section 20 of the London County Council
(General Powers) Act, 1891 ... et 127

Underground rooms: —
Number dealt with during year 5

Insanitary houses :—.
Number closed under the Public Health (London) Act, 1891 17

shelter provided under sec. 60 (4) of the Public Health (London) Act, 1891 : —
Number of persons accommodated during the year ... R ]

Customs and Inland Revenue Acts:—

Number of houses for which applications were received during year ... Nil
Number of prosecutions under By-laws under Public Health (London) Act, 1891 : —

With respect to water closets, earth closets, etc. ... 1
Mortuary : —

Total number of bodies removed ... e BB

Total number of infectious bodies removed ... 6
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BOROUGH OF SHOREDITCH.
Administration of the Factory and Workshop Act, 1901, in connection with
FACTORIES, WORKSHOPS, LAUNDRIES, WORKPLACES AND HOMEWORK,

DURING THE YEAR 10608.

l.—IxsPECTION.

Inspection made by Sanitary Inspectors.

| Number of
Premlass. | Inspections. |Written Notices. Prosecutions.
LSS T 1) T (2) (3} (4)
Factories ... - o s i 223 7 —
(Including Factory Laundries.)
Workshops .. i i i i i 2091 332 —_—
{Including Workshop Laundries.)
Workplaces .. - o i e o 540 116 —_—
(Including Bakehouses and excluding Out-
workers' premises dealt with in Table 3.) |
TDT.EI ] a8 e 5“"’" 439 _———

2. —Derects Founn.

MNumber of Defects.

e ~___ |Number
Referred of
Particulars, Poond. | Bemediad, Im ]-i.!lnlr Fn::s:cu-
nspect’r| tions.
(1) fz) (3 (4) 1]
Nufsances under the Public Health Acls :—* I
Want of cleanliness .. i o ™ N b 206 206 -— -
Want of ventilation ., i = e e o | b 2 - —
Overcrowding .. i - - e — — — —-
Want of drainage of fHoors ., o “n ws =] = = = =
Other nuisances i e o ok i | 73 | 3 - -
[ insufficient o . 6 t G - —_—
|
Sanitary accommodation < unsuitable or defective o 8l al — —
[nul separate for sexes .. 14 14 —_ —=
Offences under the Factory awd I-I"ark_t.fh;ljh Act: =

Illegal occupation o: underground bakehouse (S. 101) .. w— — -_ —

Breach of special sanitary requirements for bakehouses
{%1 Erl-tﬂ 1'.“:'} ] ® o E " is L I —— e i —
Other offences., . S o e = s o — — —_ —

{E.xc!uding‘ ollences rc]aling to outwork which are

included in Part 2 of this Eeport.) |

TG*.H.' X - (o 5E e " 4“: I — e

* Including those specified in Sections 2, 3, 7 and 8 of the Factory and Workshop Act as
remediable under the Public Health Acts.

I
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4.—REGIsTERED WORKSHOPS.

Waorkshops on the Register EH'} 131) at the end of the year. NuFl;w.r.
1 L
(1) Furniture, woodwork, fitting and other branches of the furniture trades 728
(a) Cabinat making 424 (b) French Polishing 77
(¢) Upholstery .... &2 (d) Other workers .. 175
(2} Dress ........ B e T S L o s i S S R - 165
(a) Tailoring .... 67 (e) Shirt makng .... 4
(b) Mantles ...... & (f) DBoot & Shoe trades 9
(¢) Dress ........ 9 (g) Artificial Flowers 7]
(d) Millinery .... 18 (h) Other workers..., 16
(%) BEin, leather, hair and feather Arades. ooouiwwsnanm e s saumss wensissene an
(a) Furriers...... 3 (b) Saddlery & Harness 24
(¢) Feathers .... 4 (d) Other workers.... 26
(4) _ﬁll!ur, lhrinting, book, stationery and fancy goods trades ... ... R e e 43
(a) Box & bag makers 37 (b) Other workers,,., 22
{5) Lavndry and WaSHADE oo venevseessananrssatisnssasisssessnsabosssraree 30
(G) o i e e L L b o Y i et 4
{7) Metals, machines, implements and conveyances .......... FEEae e e a9
(8) TProcious melals, jewels, &e. cucicisiaisaaniiansrrriniiirrssianas e 2
{9} Other trades than those mentioned above ....ssesswssaaissnasasnansnnssns | "
Total number of workshops on Register ........c000.. Hss

Note.—A separate register is kept for bakehouses, the number of which at the end of the

year was 73, including 4 factory bakehouses,

5.—0Orner MATTERS.

Class,
(1)

Matters notified to HL.AL Inspector of Factories :—
Failure to affix Abstract of the Factory and Workshops Act (s. 133) ....0v..ae

Nmﬁed l}f H.‘.‘![. I"-BPEE.I-‘"-L T Emgg e

Action taken in matters referrad b
H. M. Inspector as remediab
under the Public Health Acts, but
not under the Factory and Work-

ghop Act (s. 5). Rasports (of action taken) sent to H.M.

Inspector.
{_h.hﬂl' ..... RSP R T e e T s TR RO RN
Underground Bakehouses (s, 101) :—
ﬂﬂrliﬁwtﬂgmtﬁlduﬁnsthﬂ_‘fﬂﬂr R R e FrEm AR B

@4 EFAERE B0 @

Inuseattheend of the year .....co.vicriumcicasniniasnsrnass

Number.
e L EEE
Nil.
referring to
({3 workshops

referring to
48 workshops

Nil.
43







