[Report of the Medical Officer of Health for Edmonton].

Contributors

Edmonton (London, England). Urban District Council.
Publication/Creation

[19177]

Persistent URL
https://wellcomecollection.org/works/bzu3exy2

License and attribution

You have permission to make copies of this work under a Creative Commons,
Attribution, Non-commercial license.

Non-commercial use includes private study, academic research, teaching,
and other activities that are not primarily intended for, or directed towards,
commercial advantage or private monetary compensation. See the Legal
Code for further information.

Image source should be attributed as specified in the full catalogue record. If
no source is given the image should be attributed to Wellcome Collection.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/legalcode
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/legalcode







eSS

p— .

w

—q i =

Gdmonton Urban District. |

ANNUAL REPORTS

ON THE

Public Health and

School Medical Services
FOR THE YEAR 1916,

BY

SIDNEY C. LAWRENCE,

Medical Officer of Health and School Medical Officer,

M.B., Ch.B.. D.P.H. {Lond.), M.R.C-8. (Eng.), L.R.C.P, (Lond.),
r
‘| i Fellow of the Soclety of Medical Ofcers of Health.

g
A

FRANK E 'ROCK,

M.D. (Lond.). D.P.-H.,

Assistant and Deputy Medical Officer,

Fellow of the Seclety of Medleal Officers of Health.

Also the Report of the Inspector of Nuisances
BY

RICHARD J. BUTLAND.

M.E.San.l.

«-———}

o — e e+ | e ‘.'i-————{éz

Crushe & Son, Printers, Tottenham and Wood Green.
















i

PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT.
December 31st, 1916.

e

1.—Medical Officer of Health :
SIDNEY C. LAWRENCE, M.B, Ch.B, D.P.H.t

2.—*#*Assistant and Deputy Medical Officer of Health :
F. E. ROCK, M.D., Lond., D.P.H. (died January 25th, 1917).

3.—Chief Male Inspector and Inspector of Canal Boats:
R. J. BUTLAND, M.R.San.I.*}

4.—Second Male Inspector: J. E. WINTER.*};

5.—Chief Woman Inspector: JENNIE HUDSON.*§ (C.M.B.).
6.—**Third Male Inspector: H. J. NIXON 9+

T.—Fourth Male Inspector: G. H. HUCKLE.

8.—Second Woman Iné.pact::-r: G. M. SHINER. (C.M.B.).

9.—Third Woman Inspector: NORA PLAYNE, C.M.B. (also School
Nurse).

10.—Senior Clerk: A. OADES (temporary).

11.—**School Medical Clerk: HAROLD DYER.*

12.—**Junior Clerk : JOHN FARRAR, DORIS B. HILL (temporary,
from January 1st).

13.—Disinfector, Sanitary Stores Keeper and Transport Officer:
J MADLE.

14 —Mortuary Attendant, Laboratory, Disinfecting Station :
C. HICKFORD (resumed 19th June, after war service).

15.—Caretaker of Emergency Hospital at Old Disinfection
Station: J. MADLE (temporary).

16 —Driver of Ambulance and Bedding Vans: A. SHEPHERD.

17.—Opener up of Old Drains, Urinal Cleanser and General
Sanitary Workman : A. PASHALL.

18.—Opener up of Old Drains (part time) :
A man from Engineer’s Department as required.

19—22.—Attendants at Sanitary Convenience at Angel Road :
Two male and two female.

23—26.—Altendants at Sanitary Convenience on The Green :
Two male and two female.

* Officers marked thus hold the Certificate of the Royal Sanitary Institute.
T These officers have the Certificate of Meat and Food Inspector.

T These officers are appointed as Inspectors under the Shops' Act, 1912,

T These officers also have the Certificate of the Sanitary Inspectors’ Board.

** Away on War Service.
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FOREWORD.

Local Conditions arising from the Great War

—_—

Edmonton has become accustomed to war conditions, which have brought.
at least, the compensation of high wages and constant employment. However,
this long-continued struggle between the nations will leave its mark on the
civilian population of Europe, especially the women, for the natural emotions
arve fully engaged, particularly those of anxiety, love and fear. To these are
added the worry of food supplies, and the strain of over-work, often carried
out in places poorly lit, inadequately ventilated, and short of sanitary

requirenents.

The birth-rate is, of course, greatly afiected by the absence of fathers,
and it is further affected by an unusual number of miscarriages and abortions.

On the 31st August, 1915, my Council appointed *“an Kconomy Com-
mittee,” composed of nine members of the Council, “to enquire into the
working of the Council, with the object of reducing and re-organising the
came to meet the present conditions brought about by the war.” This was
iu response to the notorious * economy circular” of the Local Government
Board, dated 4th August, 1915. It presented interim reports, dated 24th
September and 22nd October. On January 25th, 1916, it presented a final
report, advocating important changes, estimated to save £904 yearly, but
the report was negatived by a large majority.

The Edmonton Tribunal. It fist met on December Ist, 1915, It
deals with voluntarily attested men and cases under the Military Service Act,
1916. On February 9th it was ordered to consist of 12 members instead of 7.
As before, two members are not Councillors. Our Clerk, Mr. F. W. Claxton,
was appointed Clerk of the Tribunal, with further assistance in his depart-
ment. In March, Mr. G. Switzer was appointed to represent the Trades anid
Labour Couneil.

Consecientious Objectors. In May the Council declined to employ
them on any ferms.

Enemy Aliens. In June the ("ouneil passed a resolution urging the
Government to intern all enemy aliens, and this was sent to the Prime Minister

and the local M.P.

Food Prices, Milk. In May the Council sent a resolution to the Prime
Minister and the President of the Local Government Board, urging the
Government to control the price of milk, in the interests of the public health
and child welfare, suggesting particularly that the slaughter of young mileh
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cattle should be prohibited. In J uly the Council sent a request to the Govern-
ment for action to arrest rising prices of food and other necessaries.

Overcrowding. Conditions have never been so bad here, owing to
a rush of munition workers from all parts, who desire to live near their
work, and in many cases, two soldiers’ wives limit their expenses by con-
centrating into one house instead of two. If stringent measures were taken
to abate this, as no small houses are to be had, it would only lead to thase
dispersed producing overcrowding elsewhere.

LEGISLATION.

The Government's activities have been reflected here to the local authority,
who, mainly through its Clerk’s and Medical Officer’'s Departments, carry out

in the district the various Acts and Orders issued. To some of these T now
briefly refer :—

Naval and Military War Pensions Aet, 1918. In March the
Council established a local Committee of 22 members, 9 of whom are Councillors,
0 women, and 4 Labour representatives. This first met on July lst. It was
decided not to join a Committee for the county as a whole. In August the
Council resolved that “the provision of all pensions, grants, and allowances
to sailors, soldiers and their dependents, is a national obligation, and, as
a matter of national honour, ought not to be the subject of charitable appeals.”
This was forwarded to the Chancellor of the Exchequer and our M.P. On
12th October Mr. Pettipiere resigned hig membership and became Secretary.

War Saving's Committee. In March it was decided not to form a
local Conumnittee, and in June not to have a “ War Savings Week.” On July
25th a representative of the Central Committee addressed a special Couneil
Meeting, after which it was decided that the Council do form itself into a
local Committee, with power to add to their number. Councillor Taylor was
appoinied Secretary, and Councillor Cull as Chaizman, Mr. Tonkin as
Assistant Secretary. . An Executive Committee first met on July 27th. In
August an Association was formed for the Councillors, officials and work-
people, and affiliated to the National War Savings Committee.

War Allotments. The Cultivation of Lands Order made by the
Board of Agriculture under the powers of the Defence of the Realm Regulations,
1914, and circular of 12th December, led that month to a schedule being
prepared of all unoccupied and unrated land in the district suitable for
cultivation, which was found to amount to about 100 acres ; application for
allotments was invited by advertisement. No consent of owner is necessary.
The matter is in the hands of a sub-committee of the Parks Committee. The
plots vary from 10 poles to 53 acres; rent, 2s. 6d. per year for 10 poles;
tenants to ervect fences.” Later, a letter was addressed to the old allotment
occupiers urging the necessity for cultivating at least 75 per cent. of their
plots for the production of food. A Special Committee of six Councillors and
six outside persons was appointed to deal with these lands.
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In March a local branch of the Middlesex War Agricultural Committee
was formed, consisting of the three County Councillors for Edmonton, three
Councillors and three outside members, with the assistance of the Architect.
In December the County Committee began to interest themselves in the supply
of seed potatoes.

MUNITION WORKS.

During the year the greatest activity prevailed in the manufacture of
munitions, and a great deal of attention was required from my Department
with reference to providing for each one proper and sufficient water supply,
sanitary conveniences and collection of refuse.

The Home Office complained of shortness of closet accommodation at an
old-established factory, which report was unfounded. Whereas I received no
complaints from the Home Office about newly-established factories where the
accommodation was, for some time, grossly inadequate.

In November, notwithstanding the protests of my Council and our
Engineer, a large permanent munition building was placed over one of the
main sewers; the site of the building is well below flood-water level of the
neighbouring brook.

Of course the extraordinary and heavy traffic to and from these munition
works has badly affected the surface of certain of our roads. An application
was made to the Government towards the cost of repairs, but it was not
eranted.

BELGIAN REFUGEES.

At the old Strand School (Millfield House) there are mainly men, and
those men who have been found to require striet discipline; whilst the men
with families are mostly at the old Strand Workhouse near by. Dy. Beels
(late of Antwerp) lives at Millfield House ; he acts as medical officer for both
institutions, whilst Mr. S. Pallin is their lay superintendent. The average
daily number of refugees and resident staffi for 1916 is taken as 654, but
the real numbers of the former are subject to fluctuation.

The Local Government Board has directed me to include the refugecs
amongst the resident population, so that (as for 1915) the vital statistics
of this Report have been made out in iwo forms, i.e., with or without the
Belgians, in order to allow the statistics of 1916 to be comparable with past
and future years. In the past the poor people in the buildings of the Strand
Guardians have been regarded as “foreigners” from a statistical point of
View.

The children are supervised by a resident Roman Catholic priest; and
a special school of two classes is held in St. Aldhelm’s Sunday School.

As regards Infectious Diseases. Thirty two cases were notified :
5 scarlet fever, 4 diphtheria, 4 puerperal fever, 1 erysipelas, and 18 (English)
meagles.
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The infectious cases are usually moved to one or other of the Metropolitan
Asylums Board Hospitals, but the erysipelas and puerperal fever were treated
at Edmonton Workhouse Infirmary.

Thirty-seven refugees were admitted to the Edmonton old infirmary for
non-infectious diseases, and twenty-one births took place there during 1916,
also one death.

On January lst, 1917, the refugees having been removed from Millfield
House, it was re-opened by the Metropolitan Asylums Board for the reception
of 300 male epileptics fromm Belmont Workhouse. Dr. Beels, Mr. and Mrys.
Pallin act as Medical Officer, Superintendent and Matron respectively.

EDMONTON MILITARY HOSPITAL.

Lieut.-Col. Spencer Mort's responsibilities have largely increased, for in
February plans were shown us of two temporary ward-blocks containing 180
beds in each. In March certain modifications of the proposed drainage plan
were agreed to with our Engineer, and it is understood that these buildings
are of an entirely temporary character, and the new drainage (as laid) is
only there for the duration of the war. So there are now 1,488 beds for sailors
and soldiers in this institution, and 1,446 in 30 auxiliary hospitals in outside
areas, a total of 2,934 beds under the administration of Lieut.-Col. Mort.
This is, I should think, the largest hospital organisation in the United
Kingdom.

In addition to dealing with the wounded from overseas, this hospital is
a military centre for soldiers in the home-area reporting sick, who are admitted,
if necessary, for operation or special treatment.

Col. Mort and his colleagues, with the support of a special Hospital
Committee of the Guardians, are doing a large amount of remedial work
of national importance, in a manner which reflects credit on all concerned,
including members of the Voluntary Aid Detachment and other volunteers.

“The Edmonton Green Committee,” a band of voluntary workers who
have developed much energy in collecting funds for the reereation and extra
comfort of the men in this hospital, continued their work throughout 1916.

As regards Infectious Disease amongst those on His Majesty’s
Service, sixteen cases were notified—6 scarlet fever, 1 diphtheria, 3 enteric
fever, 1 cerebro-spinal fever, and 5 measles (3 Rubella). As regards tubercle,
1 received notice of seven cases of pulmonary disease—6 males and 1 female
(a nurse), but no other. ]

The deaths that cceurred in the Edmonton Military Hospital totalled
61.—40 from wounds, 20 from disease, and 1 naval man from an accident.
Besides, 2 died in Edmonton homes—one by suicide and one from the effects
of wounds followed by phthisis; one stranger by fall from aeroplane, and
another whilst on guard duty. So altogether 65 deaths iu Edmonton were
due to the Great War, and are not included in Table III.

= e
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DISTRESS COMMITTEE.

The offices were closed last year, but in February the outer offices were
used as a recruiting office for the Middlesex Regiment. Councillor Rowe, in
September, was appointed to fill Rev. T. Warren’s place, and in January,
1917, the Council filled up outside vacancies on the Committee for the coming
year.

PARKS AND OPEN SPACES.

An interesting “early Victorian” carved-sione drinking fountain
has been preserved to the inhabitants. In the year 1861, the
late Thomas Angell erected this outside his nursery ground in Angel
Road, for the use of the passer-by. For some years the Angell Nursery has
been discontinued, and the fountain fallen into disuse and become derelict.
Our Architect took great pains to secure this picturesque relic for the district,
so it has been restored and re-fixed in a prominent position in the Councils
beautiful Pymmes Park. The sculptor was J. Tolmie. The carving of a
dolphin is in very bold relief, with a handsomely-moulded cateh-hasin,

POOR LAW INSTITUTION.,

The Institution belonging to the Edmonton Board of Guardians, which
15 in Fore Street Ward, receives a certain proportion of its inmates from this
district, and such proportion is treated as part of our population for statistical
purposes. The large bulk of the inmates, however, is derived f rom Tottenham,
Southgate, Wood Green, Hornsey, Enfield, Cheshunt (Herts.), and Waltham
Abbey (Essex), which places make up the large Poor Law Union of Edmonton,
and these inmates, of ccurse, do not enter into our vital statistics. Mr, B.
Andrews is the master. In March, 1916, the estimated population of Edmen-
ton Union was 480,506 ; rateable value, £2.052 475 Amongst a total of
forty Guardians, Edmonton district proper has only four representatives.

Dr. Gregorson is acting as Medical Superintendent at the old Infirmary.
Since October, 1915, latge portions of the Workhouse and old Infirmary have
been given over to the military. Mental and maternity cases are taken in
as before, but only acute or serious cases of illness or accident, as there are only
about 350 beds now for sick paupers. Convalescents are evacuated to Enfield or
Stepney Workhouses.  The casual wards are still open.

The New Infirmary and Nurses' Home became a military hospital in April,
1915; for particulars of its work, see “The Foreword.” In the same place
will be found the account of the Belgian refugees in the former Strand
Union buildings,

N.A.L.G.O.

The local branch of the National Association of Loeal Government Officers
was established on the 19th March, 1914, No meeting has been held since
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our Engineer was elected President on 8th November, 1915. Of course, some
of the members are away on war service, but that is no cause for the apathy
of those still here. “ Heaven helps those who help themselves.”

VITAL STATISTICS.

My statistics refer to 52 weeks ending on December 30th, 1916.

I am much indebted to Mr. W. H. Miller, our Registrar of births and
deaths, for information promptly afforded whenever asked for.

The Registrar-General estimates our eivil population at 66,800 for death-
rate, and 72,680 for birth-rate, whereas I estimate our nett civil population,
including 654 refugees, at 72,050, and the gross civil population (including
institutions) at 72,536, plus an average military population of 1,419. My
ficures are more likely to be in accordance with the facts, as there are few
(if any) houses vacant in Edmonton, and those occupied are more over-
crowded than ever. Besides, many Belgians (formerly in the Refuge) have
become householders or lodgers, and thus absorbed into the general body of
ratepayers.  The exit of men for His Majesty's Services has been quite
compensated by the influx of munition workers.

I estimnate the nett population at the middle of 1916 as 72,050 persons,
including 156 Edmonton people in Edmonton Workhouse and old Infirmary
and 654 Belgian refugees and resident stafi.  Without the Belgians, our
resident population is T1,396.

The natural increase of the population, that is the excess of the nett
total of births over the nett total of deaths, was 1,638 minus 726, equals 912
without Belgians. The figure was 849 last year.

For four out of the five weeks ending December 30th, 1916, the births
were less than the gross deaths for three times and exactly equal once. Lor
the week ending December 23rd the births were three less than even the deaths
amongst private residents. Measles was largely to blame for this.

The area of the district is 3,864 acres (less 31 of water), and the density
of the population, or the average number of persons per acre of land, is 15.7.
This figure is calculated on the gross population, which includes the average
populations of Edmonton Workhouse and old Infirmary, and the Belgian
refugees, and amounts to 72,536, The patients, nurses, medical men,
orderlies, ete., at the Military Hospital, are excluded.

In the Edmonton Workhouse and old Infirmary there were estimated to be
642 persons, of whom 156 were Edmonton residents.
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BIRTHS.

The number of births registered by the Edmonton Registrar, Mr. W. H.
Miller, was 1,708 (882 boys and 826 girls), which includes 12 births that took
place in the Edmonton Workhouse born of mothers belonging to Edmonton,
and 19 of Belgian Refugees. The figures for 1915, 1914 and 1913 were
1,725, 1,946 and 1.912. Sixty-three births born of mothers who are not
Edmonton residents, are excluded from our statistics, just as foreign deaths
are; of these, 55 occurred in the Workhouse. The Registrar-General has
not reported this year any births which had taken place when Edmonton
mothers were residing temporarily out of their district, but from other Medical
Officers of Health I received notification of 9 births—3 hoys and 6 girls; of
these, one, at least, was illegitimate, and three still-born; one boy and one
girl were Belgians born in Whitechapel Workhouse. Thus the nett total of births
was 1,633, excluding 21 Belgians. Of these 1,633 births, 43 (or 2.6 per cent.)
were illegitimate ; there were six illegitimate Belgian birvths. With reference
to the cry of “war-babies galove,” it is a refutation of the rumour, as
regards Edmonton, to find that the illegitimate birth-rate is 1.1 less than
last year. The birth-rate per 1,000 inhabitants is therefore 22,87, com-
pared with 23.88 last year; including 21 Belgian births, the rate would be
22.96.

Notification of Births Acts, 1907 & 1915. During this year
1790 births were entered in our register; of these, 941 were males and 846
females; in three cases the sex was not declared; 88 (4.9 per cent.) of the
whole number were born out of wedlock, and 13 more were of doubtful
legitimacy. Sixty-five children were declared “still-born.”  Mr. Clement
Bugg. Superintendent of the Cemetery, retired on July 10th, but the
Accountant informs me that there were 54 children styled “still-born ™ buried
during 1916, and for 1915, 1914 and 1913, the ficures were 46, 62 and 63.
For work done in visiting infants and their mothers, see section “ The Women
Inspectors and their Work.” In a previous paragraph, it is noted that 1,708
births were registered during 1916. The figures of notification and registra-
tion will, of course, never coincide, but they show that few, if any, births
escape notification in accordance with the Act. Twenty-eight pairs of twins
arrived, and once triplets. Besides, there were 16 births, 8 males and 8
females, amongst Belgian women who were confined in Edmonton Workhouse ;
of these, none were stillborn, and four were illegitimate. The birth-rate,
based on refugees, excluding their staff, would be 35.53 per 1,000 refugees |

The birth-rate (22.87) for 1916 is 1.01 less than last year; but still it is
higher than 21.6, the birth-rate of England and Wales for 1916. The birth-
rate for the preceding ten years will be found in Column 5 of Table I.

DEATHS.

The gross total of deaths registered in the district during the year was
1,085 ; of these, 398 occurred among non-residents at Edmonton Workhouse
and Infirmary, and 7 temporarily resident, while 91 deaths of Edmonton
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residents, 9 Belgian refugees and 2 vagrants, taking place in the Edmonton
Workhouse and old Infirmary, are included in our nett deaths. Thus the
number of deaths amongst “ Edmonton residents” registered in the district
amounted to 602, besides 9 Belgians and 2 vagrants.

Of the 65 “war” deaths, all were registered here; they are congidered
separately, as instructed by the Local Government Board.

The gross death-rate is based upon the total number of deaths
registered in the district, and is 14.03 per 1,000 living. This rate is
calenlated on the estimated gross population of 72,536 (excluding the military).

The nett death-rate is based upon the total number of deaths of
Edmonton residents occurring inside or outside the district, and is 10.17
This rate is calculated on the estimated nett population of 71,396. 1 receive
quarterly from the Registrar-General (through the County Medical Officer),
particulars concerning Edmonton residents whose decease has taken place
whilst they are away from their usual home. I have accepted 122 deaths
returned in this way during the year, making the net total of deaths at all
ages (including 2 vagrants) for the district proper 728, and 9 Belgians.

The nett death-pates for the preceding ten years will be found on
Table I., eolumn 13.

The nett death-rate for Edmonton is, as I have said, 10.17 per 1,000
living; it was 11.71 last year. It is 1.39 lower than the average of the five
previous years, and is nmeh better than 15.80, the rate for 1904, If 9 Belgian
deaths be included, the rate is 10.20.

The senile deaths (65 years and over) are 17 more than last year; in
Mareh 30 out of 64 deaths were in this period.

Death Certification. All deaths were certified either by the medical
attendant or by the Coroner.

Inquests were held on 71 residents, or 11.8 per cent. of the total deaths
amongst vesidents registered in the distriet. This percentage compares
favourably with nearly 13 per cent. in 1913.

For inquests on infants see mext section,

The ages at, and causes of, deaths are set out in detail in Table III.

Zymotic Death-rate. This rate is a statement of the number of
deaths from the seven principal zymotic diseases per thousand of the popula-

tion. These diseases are small-pox, enteric fever, measles, scarlet fever,
whooping cough and diphtheria at all ages, also diarrheea (and enteritis) in
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childven under two years of age. There were 70 deaths from these diseases
(exeluding refugees) during the year, and the aymotico death-rate is therefore
1.06, as compared with 1,39 for the previous year, This figure is 0,34
less than last year. The zymotic death-rate for 1916 in London was 1.44.

INFANTILE MORTALITY.

The infantile mortality is a special death-rate, referrving to the first age-
peried (0 to 1 year), and is expressed as the number of deaths that takes
place amongst children under one year of age per thousand births registered,

The number of such deaths ocourring amongst Edmonton children and
registered within (or without) the district was 142, and the births registered
within (or without) the distriet, born of Edmonton mothers, numbered 1,633
(Belgians excluded) ; therefore the infantile death-rate, based on these figures,
is 86.96 per thousand births. The lowest record is 74.56, in 1910, Nine
of the 142 infantile deaths were those of illegitimate infants—that is 6.3 per
cent. of the infantile deaths; two inquests were held. Inquests were also
held on 15 of the other infants, making a total of 17. There were 3 infantile
Belgian deaths, none of them illegitimate; including these, the rate would
be 87.66.

oo

The infantile mortality rate for the year in England and Wales was 91 ;
in Loudon, 89; in the 96 great towns (which include Edmonton), 99; and
in the 148 smaller towns, 90 per thousand births registered.

Table 1V. shows that 29.5 per cent. of the infantile deaths oceurred
within the first month of life, and that 28.87 per cent. were due to what are
termed * wasting diseases,” viz. : premature birth, atrophy, debility, congenital
defects, and marasmus. Last year the figures were over 29 and 29 per cent.

I must also notice that the premature births were only 14, compared with
18, 32 and 26 for 1915-14-13,

Conference. A very important meeting of representatives from all
parts was held at the City Guildhall on 26th October, 1915, The proceedings
were based on the text of “Saving the Future,” and eminent speakers on the
subject addressed a crowded audience of persons interested, or who ought to
be interested, in Child Welfare. My Council refused to appoint a representa-
tive. Our attention was called to the meeting by a letter of 4th January, from
the National Association for the Prevention of Infant Mortality, requesting
the Chairman of the Council to follow the precedent of the Lord Mayor of
London by giving, not only his personal support to this national movement,
but making it a special feature for his year of office by initiating and presiding
in the District at a meeting similar to that held in the Guildhall. In
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February it was left to the Chairman of the Council and Chairman of the
Sanitary Committee to call a meeting after the issue, in April, of the first
Annual Report of the Voluntary School for Mothers and Infant Welfare,
No meeting was held,

TABLE 1IV.
Infant Mortality (execluding 3 Belgians), 1816.

Nott deaths from stated causes at various Ages under one Year of Age.

[ ™
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COMPARATIVE STATISTICS. 1918.

The table of vital statistics for 1916, showing the various rates for the
whole country and for several of the urban districts of Middlesex, is given

for the purpose of comparison.

Estimated Annual rates per 1,000 Infantile
Civil of the population. Mortality
Population, per 1,000
middle of hirths
1916. Nett Natt Zymotie | registered.
Births. | Deaths. | Deaths.
England and Wales ... 306,250,000 216 140 o1
The 96 great towns mc]udmg
London and Edmonton 17,812,295 Barost 144 09
The 148 smaller towns .| 4,548,755 . 130 40
England and Wales, less the | be
944 towns as above .. i 14,390,950 St 80
London {muludmn' Glt.j] 4,310,030 i ! 14°3 80
Acton ... 60,461 210 11°8 06 77
Wood Green 52,9294 187 10-2 04 G4
Enfield ... 61,450 220 96 04 a7
Edmonton 71,396 22:87 10°17 1405 B86°06

*In ronnd numbers. [See note of Registrar General's Report, p. 39.]

As regards 1911 and since, the aggregate death-rates from the principal
epidemic diseases have not been recorded by the Registrar-General;
zymotic death-rate is therefore not obtainable in all cases.

the

The marriagerate of England and Wales for 1916 was 15.4; the highest
on record at 19.5 per 1,000 in 1915. The birth-rate is 0.2 less than last
year, and is the lowest on record; the death-rate is 0.8 less than 1915, and
0.6 higher than 1913, which was the lowest on record. The infantile death-
rate is 19 integers less than last year, and the lowest on record. The natural
increase in the population of England and Wales, or the excess of births
over deaths, is 277,227, or 68,802 less than the average of the preceding

five years.
THE WOMEN INSPECTORS AND THEIR WORK.

I give below an analysis of the number and nature of the visits paid by
them during 1916. The bulk of their work falls into four correspondingly
large divisions, viz. ;—

1. The crusade against preventible infantile mortality ;

2. The work done in factories, workshops, ete., where women and
girls are eminlc-yed, and amongst home-workers of their own sex.

The visitation of consumptives and other tubercular persons.

The visitation of scholars at home, when suffering from the non-
notifiable infectious dizseases, or measles.

He ca
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INFANTILE MORTALITY.
. After 2y After 6 |Neglected| After | Diarrheeal
Month. births. Re-visits. months, infants. | deaths. dizenses,

Jannary ... 69 14 3 3l
Felbrnary 81 8 10 12
March . a8 10 i} 17
April 59 i 14 | 16
May 80 i a 4
June 58 ) 23 1 4
July 80 11 ] (3] s
August ... 48 12 2 8 3
September L a8 5 14 i
Cetober ai 13 (i 4 e
November 23 23 4 1
December 19 3 fi )

Totals il 150 124 121 .l 3

INSPECTIONS under FACTORY & WORKSHOPS ACTS.

| |
Month. 'I Factories. | Workshops. | Laundries. Outworkers. um:.:?;?w:;{ll&up

January ... | 2 | 53 [ 28 2
February b ek | 2 1 G &
March e 1 3 67
April g 2 7 51
May G | 10 1 a0 18
June | 4 | 1 157
July .. 2 2 - SR T 3
Aungust ... | 4 | 35
RBeptember ' 1 | 3 2 55
Oetober ... i ‘ 1 | 48
November io | [ 2
December % | | 2 3

[

Totals I 17 I 34 23 a6 23

L2 L‘mnpared with 733 last year and 485 in 1914 ; mainly on war work.

Vigits and

33

L5

¥

pa

mn

ik

NOTIFIABLE DISEASES.

re-visits to Measles cases

re Measles disinfection :

and re-visits to Erysipelas cases

re Erysipelas disinfection ...
re Puerperal Fever cases

re Puerperal Fever disinfection

re Pulmonary Tuberculosis

1,

re Pulmonary Tuberculosis dmmfmtrlﬂn {aftm

death or removal)
re other forms of Tubercle
re Ophthalmia Neonatorum

Total

184
45
113
12
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NON-NOTIFIABLE DISEASES.

Months. “g;?;ﬁ:"g Mumps. |Chicken-pox DE‘:EHI - Totals.
Jannary ... 28 4 54 3 | 89
February 8 i 47 T 68
March .. 33 15 31 ) B
April ... s 37 23 ] 8 77
May 31 18 36 9 04
Jume .., 9 i 39 9 fi4
July 2 4 18 3 27
Angnast® ... i ; 1 1 3 b
September o e 2 10 6 1 19
Detober .., 2 (5 11 3 32
November ; 3 T 5 T 22
December 1 3 T 11

Totals ... i 155 102 260 67 584
* Schools closed for holidays.
One visit re Cancer disinfection. Two visits re Seabies disinfection.

Visits and re-visits re school notifications coneerning measles and the
non-notifiable diseases, such as whooping cough, chicken pox, ete., 1,735 to
2,008 children at 1,451 homes. Of this number, no less than 1,151 visits
were for measles. This is an increase compared with last year,
when the figures were 1,084, 1,415 and 893 respectively. (For further
information see Annual Report of School Medical Officer.)

GENERAL WORK.

Visits to Private Schools 0
Enquiries re complaints 26
Miscellaneous visits (compared with 134 last }'em} 111
Visits paid to inspect work done after informal nntme 195
.» 7€ Overcrowding 2
»»  7¢ Fabriec Misdescription Act ... 0

MORE WOMEN OFFICERS REQUIRED.

It is usually considered that for every 500 births in any area, especially
an industrial one, there should be cne Woman Sanitary Inspector or Health
Visitor. On these not unveasonable terms, there should be on my staff
four permanent ones, whereas at present there are only two. Temporary
officers do not stay long, and frequent change of officers is detrimental to
the smooth progress of the work. Miss Shiner was only made a permanent
officer in April, after the visits of Dr. Mivart from the Local Government
Board.
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The need for more help in this direction is clearly shown by the following
table, which shows how great an amount of their time was spent indoors, and
not amongst the homes of the people :—

Women Officers’ Indoor Work, 1916.

Office | Statistical | TUPEr™ | Infant Welface
Work. Work. Accounts. Centre.
i
Miss Hudson ... ... 164} 123 4 =
Miss Shiner ... S 1 4} - 94 afternoons.
Total days .. 3234 17 4 94 afternoons.

Miss M. E. Sheffield began duty as temporary third Woman Inspector on
97th December, and visited 33 cases of measles and made 3 enquiries. This
followed the visits of Dr. Hutchison from the Local Government Board.

MATERNITY AND CHILD WELFARE.

Under the Notification of Births Aet, 1915, the local authority 18
empowered to open centres controlled by a committee, which shall include
women and may inelude persons not Councillors, and this Committee shall
hold office for a period not exceeding three years. The Council can fix the
amount of expenditure of the ratepayers monies by the Committee, who shall
keep the authority informed as to its expenditure.

Our anll]ltﬂl'}’ Centre was npened 011 TL’IEE{]E‘_‘,’, June 22nd, 1915, Dr.
Rachel Mackenzie is Medical Adviser.

Councillor Sydney J. Sanders, Chairman of the Sanitary Committee,
presides over the Board of Control, and his wife is Honorary Treasurer.
The M.0O.H. is on the Board and two representatives of the medical practi-
tioners. Miss Shiner, second Woman Inspector, replaced Mrs. Benjafield as
Secretary on July 4th.

The Centre is open from 2.30 to 4.30 p.m. every Tuesday and Friday,
at the Charles Lamb Institute, Church Street, where capital accommodation
has been afforded at a nominal cost, by the kindness of the Rev. Prebendary
Sanders.
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In January the question was again considered by the Sanitary Committee
as to how far, if at all, the Council should interest itself in the Centre. The

matter was adjourred.

On February 11th and on Febiuary 15th, Dr. Mivart, of the Local
Government Board, visited our School. He expressed his complete satis-
faction with the good work being carried on there. On the latter date
he interviewed the Chairmen of the Couneil and of the Samitary Committee,
with our Clerk and myself, about (1) the under-staffing in the Public Health
Department, especially on the women’s side; (2) the carrying out of the
Measles Regulations, 1915; and (3) the School for Mothers' and Infant
Welfare.

A letter was submitted in Mareh, from the National Association for the
prevention of Infant Mortality, asking for financial support, on which the
Sanitary Comwmittee reported: “ We are well aware of the good work of this
Association, but under the present circumstances we are not prepared io
recommend a contribution.”

The Couneil applied for a grant in recognition of the time devoted by
their (Woman Inspector and) Health Visitor to the Centre, and for visiting
amongst mothers and infants. On 27th March the Local Government Board
wrote granting £33 bs. 8d. for the year ending March, 1915; they took
occasion to call attention to Dr. Mivart's report to them, which entitled them
to say that the women's stafil was inadequate and should be increased, as
home visits should be paid to all children over and under 12 months old,
and that antenatal visits should be paid to expectant mothers. This was
considered at the Sanitary Commitiee meeting of the Hth April, when the
Chairman submitted the first Annual Report of the Sehool for Mothers.
The Committee recommended that the subjects of the Board's letter should
have further consideration in six months; however, it was advised that Miss
. M. Shiner’s appointment should be made permanent, with an increasing
salary rising to £105 yearly. Seven weeks later, on receiving the assurance
of its legality from the Board, the grant, £33 6s. 8d., was handed over to
the School. On May 23rd a letter from the Local Government Board, dated
the 13th, was submitted to the Council, stating that the Council ought to
frame a comprehensive scheme for maternity and child welfare in Edmonton,
including the appointment of an adequate home-visiting staff, this scheme
to include any voluntary association already at work.

In October the Sanitary Committee again considered the Board's letter
of the 27th March, but this only lead to another adjournment for six menths,
i.e., to April, 1917.

On December 9th the Board, in sending a grant of £34 125 8d. towards
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particular doctor or midwife, although it will be often necessary for vou to
insist upon the wisdom of calling in a medical man to the home, or visiting
one at his surgery. The former is the proper procedure in any illness when
the case is supposed to be an infectious or contagious disease. Neither should
you allow yourselves to criticise any treatment prescribed, or said to have
been prescribed, by a doctor or midwife. You may hear all the mother is
pleased to tell you, but only take “a thinking part” in the drama.

On the other hand, you must not advise medical treatment yourselves,
and even as regards clothing and diet of mother and children, it will be wise
of you to first enquire what advice on this subject, if any, has been given by
the family doctor. Should he not have given any, then you are free to give
advice on the lines of the Council’'s handbook, “ Advice to Mothers.” This
book is worthy of your own reading again and again, so that all the visitors’
advice may be uniform, and not in as many different keys as there are visitors.
When in doubt, refer the mother to the medical adviser at the centre.

Uniformity is also necessary in the nature and extent of your enquiries—
to secure this I advise that a schedule, as shown, be pasted in the front of
every note-book. Reference to this will show the visitor what- questions are
to be asked, and prevent unnecessary questions.

As you are not trained in women sanitary inspectors’ work, nor armed
with her authority, you cannot demand to be shown over the premises and
back-yard of a house, although (if requested) you may aecompany the mother
to any part she is desirous to show you. On your visit, whilst conversing
with the mother, you can use your powers of observation without comment,
and note whether the house is kept in a clean, indifferent, or dirty condition ;
and the same with regard to the elothing of the mother and family, and so
forth ; also whether the windows are open or not.

You can help the public health department by informing us of such
conditions as obstructed sinks or water closets; lack of a dust-bin; the pre-
gence of measles, whooping cough, chicken-pox, mumps, ringworm, itech or
vermin, ete., if such come under your observation, or are complained of by
the mother.

Above all, your visits are directed to secure the regular attendance of
the mothers and infants at the Centre, and to ask if the directions of the
medical adviser as to diet and clothing are being carried out.

1 hear that it has been decided by the Board of Control that provision
of extra nourishment must be referred to the Visiting Committee, and that
mothers shall not be visited until 12 days afier their confinement.
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SECTION 1II A.
COMMUNICABLE DISEASES— NOTIFIABLE.

The Infectious Diseases Notification and Prevention Acts have been in
force in this district since Mareh 31st, 1891.

Table II. shows details as to age-distribution and locality of the notified
cases, and number of cases removed to hospital.

The following table shows the number of cases notified amongst residents
and the number isolated, the percentage of these to the cases notified, and the
fatality, i.e., the percentage of cases dying to those notified.

No.
Disease. Cases isolated | Isolations | Total Fatality
Notified. in percent. | Deaths, | per cent.
Hospital,
Scarlet Fever 110 103 4936 2 18
Diphtheria and Mem. Croup 67 fi5 970 4 60
Enteric Fever 8 fi 5 833 3 a0
Tatall Sl o N ee 173 =Ml Sy =

Compared with last year, the table shows 171 less notifications of scarlet
fever. and less fatal cases actually and relatively. There were 22 less notifica-
tions of diphtheria, and the percentage of fatal cases was about half; the
notifications of enteric fever were one more, but the fatality was greater
actually and relatively than last year.

Besides those recorded in the above table—amongst the Belgian refugees
there were 5 cases of scarlet fever, 4 cases of diphtheria, 1 of erysipelas and
4 of puerperal fever, also 18 (English) measles, making a total of 32 cases;
all of them were removed to the institutions of the Metropolitan Asylums
Board or the Edmonton Workhouse Infirmary ; no deaths occurred.

Foreigners. There were notified from the Edmonton Iufirmary 2
scarlet fever, 4 erysipelas, 18 puerperal fever, 1 poliomyelitis and 2
ophthalmia neonatorum cases, Of these, 1 case each of scarlet fever and
erysipelas, and 2 cases of puerperal fever, were former residents in this
district, and are therefore included in the above table. Amongst the military
I received notifications as follow.——6 scarlet fever, 1 diphtheria, 3 enteric
fever and 1 cerebrospinal fever; also 2 English and 3 German measles.
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As last year the Charts dealing with scarlet fever, diphtheria,
and enteric fever, based on the uniform plan of a temperature chart, are not
published for economy’s sake.

Rats. These rodents becoming again too numerous, virus was laid down

in December, in Pymmes Park, round the refuse heap at the Sewage Farm,
and elsewhere.

Small-Pox. A satisfactory feature of the infectious returns for the year
is the absence of small-pox from amongst them; since 1904 the district has
enjoyed a complete immunity from this disease. An epidemic of this dreadful
disease is overdue, and, judging from the returns of the Vaccination Officer,
there are many Edmonton children unprotected from infection and sure to
die, if attacked. There were no deaths from chicken-pox.

On May 27th the War Office issued a memorandum on “The Diagnosis
of Small-pox.”

Vacecination, The following table of vaccination returns has been
kindly supplied by Mr. Lowman, the Vaccination Officer.

VACCINATION RETURNS FOR 19186,

- f Con- Deaths Still un- >
Birt} bl;‘,‘:'ﬂ sful seientions | under one | vaccinated 15'::3?5‘2“;1
g :Cem' Certifi- | year un- |buot address i

s cates. vaecinated. | known. :

Certified | Hemoved
nnsns- and
| ceptible. | untraced.

|
J.

1723 | 658 580 117 110 18 ‘ 0 210
|

In 1907 there were only 72 certificates granted to parents who alleged they had
conscientions objection to vaceination, but there were 580 this year. This large increase of
persons unprotected from smallpox will gratify no one but an anti-vaccinationist.

Scarlet Fever. 110 cases were notified, giving an attack rate of 1-54
per thousand., 281, 351 and 420 cases were notified in 1915-14-13. There
were 2 deaths, giving a death-rate of 0.03 per thousand of the population.
Besides, one case was notified from the Edmonton Infirmary, who was not
an Edmonton resident, but was treated in our hospital. Not one was doubly
notified, and one case of infection was mixed with diphtheria.

There were also 5 Belgians notified.

Secondary cases numbered 9 out of 110.
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There were 3 cases notified where subsequent observation did not confirm
the diagnosis; they are not included in the above figures.

Return cases.—See section on “ Hospitals.”

Diphtheria and Membranous Croup. I received notifications
of 67 cases during the year, compared with 89, 148 and 131 in 1915-14-13,
and they represent an attack rate of 0.94 per thousand of the population.
There were 4 deaths, giving a death-rate of 0.06 per thousand of the population.

One case was mixed with scarlet fever.

There were two duplicate notifications. Ten of the cases were secondary
ones. Four cases occurred amongst the Belgians, and are not included in
the table above; one had mumps and measles preceding the diphtheria.

There were no cases notified from the Edmonton Infirmary who were
not Edmonton residents, nor any former residents.

Return cases.—See section on ““ Hospitals.”

There were 12 cases notified where subsequent observation did not confirm
the diagnosis; they are not included in the above figures.

Antitoxin, in curative doses of 4,000 units and preventive doses of 1,000
units, is supplied free to the practitioners any time during the day or night,
either from the Town Hall or (when this is closed) the former can be had

from our fire stations.

Enteric Fever. 6 cases were notified, as against 5, 17, and 8 in
1915-14-13.  This is equal to an attack rate of 0.08 per thousand of the
population. There were 3 deaths, giving a death-rate of 0.04 per thousand

of the population.

There were no secondary cases. There were no cases amongst the Belgians.

Acute Anterior Poliomyelitis.. Seven cases were notified by
ten notifications; three were doubly notified. One was a Tottenham boy in
Edmonton Infirmary. Our own six were scattered over the area. No deaths

took place.
CEREBRO-SPINAL FEVER.

There were two notifications received, one from Great Ormond Street
and the other from Tottenham Hospital; besides a soldier at the Military
Hospital, whose last private address was in Finchley. The girl, of 1} years,
and the boy, of 3 years, lived far apart.
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Three cases of cerebro-spinal fever were treated; the Edmonton case

recovered (see my last report).

Officers. Dr. Haldane Cook is the resident medical superintendent and
sole medieal officer. The Clerk and Surveyor of the Enfield Council still act
as Clerk and Architect of the Hospital. Miss Eardley is the matron; there
are 1 assistant matron, 3 sisters (1 for night duty), 4 stafi nurses, 12 proba-
tioners and 4 ward muaids; in 1915-16 the resident staff numbered 44 and
the out-door stafi 4, compared with 57 and 3 the year before.

Antitoxin. On December 6th, 1915, Dr. Cook attended my Sanitary
Committee’'s meeting, and suggested a plan whereby the medical practitioners
might be prevailed on to administer antitoxin before a patient’s removal to

hospital. T was absent owing to indisposition. His enthusiastic advocacy
influenced the Committee to recommend that syringes should be kept at our
three fire stations, which are continually open. The syringe, after use, is

washed and left at the home, and conveyed with the patient to the hospital,
when a sterilised syringe is handed to the transport officer in exchange, who
takes it to the fire station from which the doctor obtained the first one. It
was also advised that the practitioners be paid 3s. 6d. for each injection
given, and reported on the notification; further, that the Enfield doctors be
allowed to obtain antitoxin at our Bush Hill Park fire station on payment
of its cost from their Council. This was veferred baeck, and not ratified
until the January meeting of the Council, when 2s. 6d. fee was offered, but
the Edmonton Medical Society stipulated for the firstnamed fee, which was
then agreed to on 22nd February.

S0 seven syringes were purchased, and in May two were placed at each
fire station and one held at the hospital (for exchange), sterilised, and in
dust-proof envelopes. This plan is on its trial; it may prove difficult in
practice to maintain the supply of syringes sterilised and fit for immediate
15e,

In April it was arranged that antitoxin for use on Enfield patients
should be issued from our Bush Hill Park fire station, and charged to that
Couneil. ;

Return Cases. During the year 1916 there have been five such of
searlet fever and one of diphtheria. Three of scarlet fever arose in a family,

where the first case was sent home from the Metropolitan Asylums Board
Hospital at Winchn!m*e Hill, to which she was sent back. Dr. Cook estimates
the percentage of return cases of scarlet fever during 1915-16 as 4.97, com-
pared with 2.70 for the previous period.
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Disinfecting: Station. In March, the Engineer announced the
completion of the new one, commenced in November, 1915, in the Town Hall
Yard, at the back of the Baths, but not communicating, the cost of which
had been defrayed out of the current rate. It was taken over by the Public
Health Department and put to use on 20th April. The mortuary keeper,
C. Hickford, attends to it. There is a boiler, independent of steam supply
from the Baths, and the Engineer devised an accessory fire outside, for con-
suming the fumes from the disinfector.

Our methods of house disinfection are stated in my report for 1914.

Disinfectants continue to be supplied to callers, mostly children, on the
same lavish scale as heretofore. The saving of a few pounds in printing
this report, by condensation and omission of interesting facte, does not
compensate for the waste of several hundred pounds in mal-odorous compounds.

PEURPERAL FEVER.

Twenty-five cases were notified ; of these, 4 were Edmonton women, of
whom 3 died. Our death-rate is therefore 1.84 per thousand nett births;
it was 3.00 last year.

I must say a few words with reference to the very large increase of
this serious disease, viz., 20 cases notified compared with only 7 last year.
Of these, no less than 23 out of the 25 were received from the Edmonton
Workhouse and Infirmary, of which only 2 were Edmonton women ; there were
also 4 Belgian refugees, and 17 from other districts of the Union, ineluding
10 from Tottenham.

I am inclined to think that the increase is more apparent than real,
and iz largely due to the fact that the Acting Medical Superintendent (Dr.
Gregorson) realises that the term “ puerperal fever ” in the Registrar-General's
classification of deaths, Class “137,” includes 30 septic conditions. [I am
rather at a loss to know why “milk fever” should be one of them, as that
term usually refers to a physiological condition merely arising with the onset
of milk to the mother’s breasts.]

During 1915 there were 264 midwives practising privately in Middlesex
and 447 not practising ; besides, there were 15 engaged in poor-law infirmaries,
who are exempt from the provisions of the Act. In Edmonton there were 16
practising at the beginning of 1915 and 12 at the end of that year.

One midwife was removed from the midwives' roll by the Central Mid-
wives' Board, and 5 were cautioned by letter and 14 verbally. During that
vear no uncertified women were prosecuted by the County Couneil for acting
as midwives, but 15 were verbally cautioned by the Inspector of Midwives,
Miss Pollard.
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OPHTHALMIA NEONATORUM.

This disease was made compulsory notifiable on the lst April, 1914

There were 11 cases notified during 1916 by 13 notifications, of whom
3 notified to me from the Edmonton Infirmary belonged to other districts.
Of the 8 residents, 4 were in Bury Street, 3 in Fore Street, and 1 in Church
Street Ward. One child—L.G.—died of “malnutrition and bronchitis.”

Two cases were doubly notified, each by two doctors. Of the single
notifications, all were from doctors and none from midwives.

In July I was directed to caution a practitioner as to the necessity of
complying strictly with the regulations.

ERYSIPELAS.

Sixty-three cases were notified, compared with 79 the previous year,
besides one Belgian and 3 “foreigners” oceurring in the Edmonton Union
Infirmary. There were two deaths from this cause, both residents. Three

cases were doubly notified.

Thirteen cases occurred amongst people who were living in our district
outside the Union Infirmary, and yet unable to provide proper attention for
themselves.  Under agreement with the Guardians, my Council received
remuneration for the nurses and dressings provided for those unfortunate
persons.

The cases were most numerous in the last quarter of 1916.

PHTHISIS AND OTHER TUBERCULOUS DISEASES.

The deaths from phthisis numbered 69 (and one Belgian), as compared
with 73, 74 and 72 during 1915-14-13. The death-rate from the disease is
therefore 0.97 per thousand, compared with 1.04 last year. Of these deaths,
39 occurred among residents of the district in the Edmonton Workhouse.
The total deaths from phthisis in the Edmonton Workhouse numbered 50

(including one Belgian).

The other tubercular diseases together accounted for 31 deaths (excluding
one Belgian), giving a death-rate of 0.43 per thousand. It was only 0.31
last year. Of these deaths, 3 were residents of the district in the Edmonton
Workhouse. The total deaths from these diseases in the Edmonton Workhouse

numbered 7, including one Belgian death.
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The Faculty of Insurance appointed a Commission to take evidence
and report on the working of the National Insurance Act. The conclusion
arrived at is:—“That the Tuberculosis Scheme cannot be regarded as a
success, and that in all probability much better results would be arrived at
if the existing overlapping control were brought to an end.” The Government
appointed a Departmental Committee to report on the same and to suggest
reforms which would not involve any extra charge on the Treasury.

DISPENSARIES.

Edmonton, Tottenham and Enfield form No. 1 area of the five into which
Middlesex is divided. The head dispensary of the area was opened at 56,
Silver Street, on 22nd Oectober, 1913 ; there is a branch at Tynemouth House,
Tottenham, but none in Enfield. A second nurse has been added to the staff
of Dr. Coghill, the Tuberculosis Officer ; his assistant, Dr. Trevor Davies, is on
war service.

COUNTY COUNCIL.

The Public Health Committee did not publish an Annual Report for the
year ending March, 1916. The County Medical Officer’s Report for 1915
was received on 17th March, 1917, and found to be, like mine, much
condensed.

NEW REGULATIONS.

Two sets were issued during 1916. (See.Legal section.)

MEASLES.

The Measles Regulations, 1915.—Thisz Order came into
force on the lst January, 1916. In December, 1915, I made recommendation
as follows:—“ Of course, in previous years, some amount of attention has
been given to measles, when notified to me by teachers or attendance officers.
One visit, at least, was paid to the home by a woman inspector, in order
that I might arrange for the exclusion of patients and contacts from school,
day and Sunday. But now compulsory notification of every case, followed
by the number of visits necessary to supervise each family affected, will mean
an enormous amount of work when an epidemic of measles arises, and a good
deal, even if there is only a moderate number of cases.

“The duties of the Council, and the Medical Officer of Health and his
staff, are briefly defined in Article IX. of the Regulations. If the Medical
Officer is to take an active part in this home visitation, it will be necessary to
have a vehicle at my disposal, which I could also use to enable me to take
a greater personal interest in the cases of tuberculosis.
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“In any case, the services of another woman officer will be required
in the Public Health Department. She should preferably be a three years'
trained nurse, who has obtained a Sanitary Inspector’s Certificate.”

I offered to provide a motor car on terms very advantageous to the
Council, but my offer was not entertained, so I have been unable to take
the active part in this work which the Government require Medical Officers
of Health to do. But the Council, on January 25th, endorsed my recom-
mendation that our representatives should ask the Joint Hospital Board
whether some beds (say half-a-dozen) could not be allocated to Edmonton
for eritical cases, or cases in bad homes, who might, therefore, be recommended
by me for admission. The Hospital Board on February 29th declared that
“it would not be desirable to receive such cases.”

In January, 1916, I also stated that:—" Notification is productive of
mueh more good if provision can be made for isolation of the worst cases.
It is the sickness-rate, and not the death-rate, from measles, which is the
real criterion of the extent of the Council’s responsibility under the regula-
tions; and as regards death-rate, the average death-rate from measles for
the past ten years was 0.8320, as compared with 0.116 from scarlet fever, and
0.200 from diphtheria, per 1,000 inhabitants.™

“ The actual number of deaths was :—=Scarlet fever, 53 ; diphtheria, 129;
and measles 203, for the years 1905-14.”

THE MEASLES EPIDEMIC.

There were 29 deaths, compared with 26, 12 and 48, in 1915-14-13. This
number is equal to a death-rate of 041 per 1,000 living, compared with
(.37 last year.

Three occurred in the first age period (under one vear), 12 in the second
age (one and under two years), 12 in the third age (two and under five years),
and two over five years of age. There were no deaths amongst the Belgian
children.

I received notifications about 1,238 cases — 1,171 being defined as
English and 67 as Rubella (formerly “German measles”). Of these, 1,152
English and 66 Rubella were amongst residents ; one each was notified amongst
strangers at the Infirmary, and 18 English amongst the Belgians. The
attack-rate was therefore 17.06 for every 1,000 inhabitants. Forty-three were
doubly notified by doctor and parent, and one by two doctors.

For incidence on the various age periods, see Table II. at end of this
Report.  There were also five military cases.
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In my monthly rveports I regularly kept my Sanitary Committee, the
Council and the Education Committee, fully informed of the position as
regards measles. In my report for July I presented the statistics for the
previous five months of 1916. In my report as M.O.H. for November, pre-
sented on Gth December, I drew special attention to the fact that 203 notifica-
tions had been received during that calendar month in 139 houses, and that
the two women inspectors had paid 201 visits on this account, so that they
were sufiering from over-work, and not able to give their other duties amongst
women and children mueh attention. [ said that “shortage of stafi must
produce shortage of work.”

At a special meeting of the Sanitary Committee, on Dee, 13th, I presented further
statistics, showing that during the first quarter of 1916 T had received 69 notifications,
during the second quarter of 1916 I had received 283 notifications, during the
third quarter of 1916 1 had received 160 notifications, and that for the fourth
quarter, up to and including the 13th day of December, I had received 490
notifications : and that the visiting was already nine days in arrears, so
there was regrettable delay in excluding contacts from School, and mothers
from work in factories and workshops. Two important letters from the Local
Government Board were the subject of discussion. One, dated 9th, was with
reference to maternity and child welfare (quod vide). The other, dated 8th,
enquired as to the measures the Council were taking to control the epidemic,
and pointing out the urgent necessity for prompt visiting, especially where
no doctor was in attendance; the Board were willing to contribute up to
half the cost of the extra outlay. I then reported that I had taken steps,
as empowered by the Regulations of 1915, to obtain the closure of all Sunday,
private, public elementary and secondary schools, also of evening continuation
classes held in our schools.

On Monday. the 17th, and Wednesday, 19th, December, Dr. J. R.
Hutchison, Medical Inspector, L.G.B., visited Edmonton with reference to
the Council's arrangements about this epidemic, and also with reference to
the provision for mother and child welfare. On the latter occasion he was
met by the Chairman of the Council and the Chairman of this Cominittee.

On 19ih December I circularised the medical practitioners informing
them that my Counecil had provided a nurse to attend the worst cases at
home. and asking the doctors to state on their notification whether her help
would be needed. From December 14th to 31st, Miss Wrampling, our school
nurse, taking advantage of the school closure, paid 109 visits to 44 cases.

At the next ordinary Council Meeting (December 27th), the recommenda-
tions of the Special Sanitary Committee were confirmed, viz., the appointment
of a third Woman Inspector (and Health Visitor) and the procuring of one
or two fully-trained nurses.
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SECTION II B.
COMMUNICABLE DISEASES-NON-NOTIFIABLE.

We can partly judge from the prevalence of these diseases by the death
returns.  The deaths from whooping cough have been 4 less; the deaths
from diarrhcea have been 11 less than last year; from influenza 4 more than
last year.

A prompter and better knowledge of the prevalence of these diseases is
gained from the notifications received from the head teachers, when they are
sent in fully and regularly to the Medical Officer of Health, as they should
be, in accordance with section 7 of  Instructions to Teachers,” issued by the
Education Committee. Some head teachers rely too much on their attendance
officers, and so delay arises in my becoming aware of the suspected cases.

DIARRH@EA.

Thirty-four deaths occurred from diarrhea and epidemic enteritis, as
compared with 45, 58 and 54 for 1915-14-13. The death-rate from the disease
is 048 per thousand of the population, as compared with 0.64 last year.
Of these deaths, 26 occurred in children under one year of age, giving an
infantile mortality rate for the year from this cause of over 13 per thousand
nett births; the figures in 1915-14-13 were 22, 44 and 22 per thousand nett
births. 28 deaths were in children under two years; these contribute to the
zymotic death-rate.  There was also one Belgian infant over one yvear, but
under two years old.

As In previous years, posters were issued on hoardings warning the
public of the dangers due to the prevalence of flies, especially in hot weather,
as productive of fatal diarrheea amongst young children. On May 17th I
addressed the Women's Co-operative Guild on “ Flies and their evil habits.”

The Local Weather. The sunshine was well below the average
allowance, and the number of sunless days was high. The rainfall, at 35.23
inches, was heavier even than the bad record of 1915, and has only once heen
exceeded in 20 years. The great blizzard on March 28th will not soon be
forgotten, nor the blinding fog of Wednesday evening, Deeember 27th,—
[Abstracted from report of Mr, J. McEwan.]

WHOOPING COUGH.

There were 9 deaths from this cause, as compared with 13, 17 and 9 in
1915-14-13. This is equal to a death rate from the disease of 0.13 per
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thousand living. All the deaths occurred amongst children under five years
of age—T7 in the first age period, one in the second and one in the third.
Four in April, none after first week in July.

INFLUENZA.

Seven deaths were registered from this cause, compared with 3, 4 and 7
for 1915-14-13. Three persons were over 65 years of age, and three were
hetween 45 and 65 years, and one between 15 and 25 years of age.

VENEREAL DISEASES.

No deaths were recorded as due to these diseases in their primary forms,
but deaths due to their later effects arve recorded, e.g., general paralysis of
insane, locomotor ataxy, stricture, ete.

For the Regulations see * Legislation,” Section V. I submitted them to
my Sanitary Committee in September.

The subject was before the Committee again in October and November.
I stated that, in my opinion, the time for compulsory notification had not
vet arrived. On my advice the Council passed the following resolutions :—

“ That, in view of the fact that the effects of venereal disease upon the
individual and upon the race are grave and far-reaching, involving a heavy
loss to the community in actual and potential population, this Council, being
of the opinion that the conditions now existing require that action should
he taken without delay for providing adequate treatment for all persons
affected with venereal disease, do urge upon the Middlesex Connty Couneil
the necessity for at once proceeding with the consideration and formulation
of a scheme for the provision of the necessary facilities for diagnosis and
treatment. £

“That the attention of the Middlesex County Council and the Middlesex
Insurance Committee be drawn to the anomaly that whilst medical men are
now obliged, under the National Insurance Aet, 1911, to treat venereal diseases
amongst the insured on contract terms, many Friendly Societies still retain
the rule that sufferers shall not receive any sick pay whilst suffering, and
that the persistence in this rule is likely to prevent early and efficacious
ireatment of these diseases.

“That these Authorities be requested to take steps to induce the Friendly
Societies in the County to abolish this rule where it exists.”

Copies of these resolutions were sent to the Middlesex County Council and
Insurance Committee, to all District Councils in Middlesex (asking them to
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SECTION III.

SEWERAGE AND DRAINAGE.

The district is sewered on the separate system. The surface water is
conveyed into the Pymmes and Salmons Brooks. The sewage proper, together
with that of the neighbouring district of Southgate, passes to the Council's
sewage farm of 233 acres. Mr. Frank Rackham is the farm bailiffi. A section
of the northern main sewer, by “Halliwick,” has been relaid and made water-
tight.

THE SEWAGE FARM.

The only crops now grown on the farm are rye grass and mangolds, as
broad irrigation is gradually being displaced for filters of clinker. Only
about 170 out of 233 acres is being used for broad irrvigation. Our farm is
in an interesting stage of passing by degrees from broad irrigation to a
system of bacterial filters. The first filter bed started working in the gravel
pit on the -9th June, 1913. In October, 1913, another bed, adjoining Deep-
ham’s Farm, was commenced ; its dimensions are 150 feet long by 100 feet
wide. This, in June, 1916, was reported in good Working order, and produc-
ing excellent results; the effluent therefrom is now passed over the fields before
discharge into Salmon’s Brook. The nature of the warm liquid sent down
from the gas works, out of their sulphate of ammonia plant, causes our
Engineer considerable trouble to deal with. The backing-up of the water
in Pymmes Brook at Tottenham Hale is another chronic source of trouble
from flooding.

Samples of the sewage effluent have been taken from time to time by the
Lea Conservancy Board and the County Inspectors, and we always have
received a good report on analysis. When available, carts have been engaged
carting house-refuse on to the site of the proposed No. 3 Filter, so as to
raise the foundation to the necessary height. The old carrier on the high
level, just east of the main effluent channel, has been cleaned out to a depth
of 2 feet and filled in with clinkers; at the same time it was considerably
narrowed ; it ends in Plot 16, towards Angel Road,

Several new valves and pots have been constructed at the inlet to the
low-level bacteria bed (No. 1) in the pit north of the Pegamoid Works,
enabling a further supply of the sewage to be given to it, as the bed had
not been working to its full capacity. The underground reservoirs of the
Montagu Road Pumping Station have been cleaned out and two new 20-inch
penstocks have been fitted.
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An 12-inch main has been completed, which runs from the supply chamber
of the high level (No. 2) bacteria bed, passes round the easterly and southerly
sides of the hed towards the channel taking the effluent from that bed, from
whence it proceeds parallel in a southerly direction to a point opposite the
north-east corner of the Pegamoid Works, and thence across the two carriers
and the main effluent channel to the bacteria bed No. 1. A number of
sluice-chambers have been constructed on this line of pipe for distributing
the sewage over the adjacent land. This main is eleverly designed so that it
may be used for three purposes—(1) To convey sewage to the No. 1 bacteria
bed ; (2) To convey the sewage on to the land or to further new filters; or (3)
To convey the effluent from the No. 2 bacteria bed.

The sewage farm of the Enfield Urban District extends over 109 acres,
and is entirely situate in Edmonton, lying to the north of our own farm
There are six bacteriological filters.

House Refuse Disposal. Edmonton does not possess a destructor.
The tender of Ernest Knifton for the collection of house refuse, for the year
ending September 30th, 1917, at the price of £1,850, was accepted ; that is
£250 more than last year.

In January the contractor’s attention was drawn to the number of
complaints of non-removal, and again in March. They alleged great difficulty
in obtaining labour enough to ensure regular weekly removals. In December
the Chief Inspector found serious neglect on the part of the new contractor,
and, further, that loads of refuse had been shot on land other than our
sewage farm. The Sanitary Committee of January 3rd, 1917, recommended
that the penalties imposed in the contract be enforced against the contractor,
E. Enifton.

The British De-tinning Company has been formed to take up the work
of a German firm, who collected the tin, salved the solder, and recovered the
other metal.

ROADS.

No private streets have been made during the year under the 1892 Act.

During the past year the main and some district roads have been sprayed
with tar.

Bury Street, east of the Nurses' Home, is to be widened to 60 feet.

The main road widenings consequent upon the installation of electric
tramcars have made progress, but even at the end of the year some few had
not been completed.
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HOUSING AND TOWN-PLANNING COMMITTEE.

The Housing and Town Planning Committee has been in a state of
suspended animation for the past two years. However, they met on April
25th, and reelected Councillor Cadman as their Chairman.

ARTERIAL ROADS.

On the 23rd May, Councillor Cadman reported on a Conference he had
attended with our Engineer on the 19th May, at the Middlesex Guildhall,
when the line of the new Cambridge Road was agreed; also of the north
circular road through Angel Road and Silver Street to Bowes Road, South-
gate. The Conference made two important suggestions to the Government
(see Minutes, pages 112-113). One was “ That all practicable steps should
be immediately taken to induce Local Authorities to secure the reservation of
the necessary land for main roads by the exercise of their powers under the
Housing and Town-Planning, ete., Act, 1909.”

The purport of the other is condensed in the last paragraph :— This
Conference is desirous of recording its opinion that it is imperative that
steps should be immediately taken through the Local Government Board, or
other Authority, to secure the routes of such new and improved thoroughfares
as are set forth in the important traffic proposals contained in the report of
the Conference on Arterial Roads in Greater London.”

At a Conference in July it was decided that a deputation from Greater
London should ask Mr. Asquith (Prime Minister) to give a guarantee that
compensation would be paid, if the arterial roads suggested by the Local
Government Board were included in the town-planning schemes of Greater

London.

In October the Engineer was instructed by the Works Committee to
prepare a register of all lands belonging to the Council.

TOWN-PLANNING CONFERENCE.

A Congress to consider housing problems after the war was held from
11th to the 14th April, at Caxton Hall. For Edmonton, Councillor Cadman
(Chairman of the Housing and Town-Planning Committee), the Architect,
the Engineer and the M.0O.H. were appointed representatives. On the 3rd
May I reported the proceedings to the Sanitary Committee. The one point
so frequently impressed on the representatives was the wisdom of utilising
the present time in preparing town plans and housing schemes, so that the
authorities may be at once prepared to carry them out when this great war
has come to an end. A deputation appointed by the Conference met Mr. Long,
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the President of the Local Government Board, and pointed out the necessity
of providing work, especially in the building trade, after the war, and asked
the Government to provide £20,000,000 towards the erection of houses; to
their views Mr. Long is said to have given a sympathetic reply.

BUSH HILL PARK.

On the 18th April, a deputation presented a petition, signed by 128
residents, expressing a hope that the Council would not permit the triangle
of land south-west of the station to be built on, especially for shops, and
that the opportunity would be taken of securing the site in perpetuity, so
that in the future, as in the present, that area may retain its name as “a
garden city.” Residents were willing to give £100 towards the cost.

In September, the plan—No. 3,178—was disapproved.

THE CORNISH ESTATE-Plan No. 3157,

Public Health Department,
Town Hall, Edmonton,
London, N.
14th March, 1916,
To THE CHAIRMAN AND MemBERS, PLaxs' CoMMITTEE,
Towx Havrn, Epxoxrox.
GENTLEMEN,

I am unable to approve of the six houses proposed to be erected by Mr.
| Turner, for Councillor W. D. Cornish, in Delhi Road.

[ said in a previous letter to your Committee, dated 11th March, 1914,
with reference to Plan No. 3062 : “ That my approval or disapproval of any
plans that come before me, is not limited by the question as to whether the
said plans show houses which are in accordance with the local Building Bye-
laws or not. In the drafting of these bye-laws, your Medical Officer has,
up to now, had no share, and has, therefore, no responsibility as to their
execution by builders or speculators; but I have to give you and the Council
an honest opinion as to whether I think the plan of a house is acceptable from

a public health point of view, and in the interests of ‘the Edmonton of the
future.

“This plan—3062—is a plan that well shows the possibility of over-
erowding dwellings on a limited area, and it is antagonistic to the hope we
entertain of Edmonton being planned on wise and healthy lines.

“I also object to the back passages; I do so from the experience connected
with these long, dark and narrow ways which already exist in some parts
of Edmonton. The passages shown in this plan will, in a short time, become
like the others, viz., an annoyance, nuisance and danger to the health, not
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only of the tenants themselves, but also of their neighbours. These passages
are difficult to supervise by my department, or by the police, and are in
every way a bad substitution for the plan of semi-detached villas (i.e., villas
with their own side entrances), where coal can be brought in and ashes and
refuse taken out, without causing a nuisance or annoyance to one’s neighbours
or the public generally.”

These remarks apply to Plan No. 3157, and, indeed, with more foree,
as Delhi Road will form part of the new main road to Cambridge, 100 feet
wide, which the Road Board intends to place along there in the immediate
future. = The Council will be wise to remember this, and not allow houses
to be erected which will have to be bought and/or pulled down, at great cost
to the ratepayers, if the road is now allowed to be made less than 100 feet
wide between the two front building lines.

The style of these houses is inferior to those in Porlock Road, as the
sculleries are only a “lean-to,” without bedrooms over them, and the so-called
third bedrooms ave only 8} feet long by 6 feet wide, and 84 feet high, and
without a fireplace. The total cubic capacity is not much over 400 cubic
feet, which is about the provision for one person in a common lodging-house.

Your Committee (through the Council) is able to determine, in the
western half of Edmonton, the development of which is now subject to the

provisions of the Housing and Town Planning Act, and the Regulations
thereof, the following matters :—

1. The width and dirvection of the roads.
2. The height and character of the buildings to be erected.
4. The number of houses that shall be erected per acre.

On the side of the main road to Cambridge, which will be the most important
thoroughfare (in the future) of Bush Hill Park, I think you will agree that
not more than 12 houses per acre is a reasonable limit. The plan shows more
than 21 houses per acre—a number that should be allowed only in back-streets
for workmen's cottages, and not in areas in main roads, which should be
occupied by residences of good rateable value.

I trust that in the interests of the ratepayers and the public health,
you will recommend the Council to use their Town-planning powers in this

area.
I am, Gentlemen,

Your obedient servant,

SIDNEY C. LAWRENCE,
Medical Officer of Health.

P.S.—I understand that the erection of these houses has been commenced

already—without waiting for your approval of the plans.

5.C.L.
Nore.—Notwithstanding my protest, the plan was approved.
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is to prevent the enlistment of tuberculous men, whom I have to notify weekly
to the War Office.

A circular of 9th May asked County and County Borough Councils for
the assistance of their Tuberculosis Officer in the examination of recruits, ete..

Tuberculosis Regulations, 1916 (No. 2).

Addressed to County Councils, Local Sanitary Authorities and Insurance
Committees of England, dated 19th September, with cireular letter of 20th.
This repeals the Order of July 26th, 1912, and institutes new methods of
domiciliary treatment of insured persons suffering from tuberculosis. It
comes into force on January 1st, 1917. A schedule is attached showing form
of report on each case, once a quarter, by the practitioner to the County
Tuberculosis Officer, who shall examine the patient at least once BVery year.

Article IL. (6) provides that practitioners shall inform the M.0.H. of any
eonditions which, in the practitioner's opinion, ave insanitary and prejudicial
to the patient.

Venereal Disease Regulations.

In September I submitted to my Sanitary Committee a pamphlet issued
by the L.G.B. containing :—

1. Regulations of 12th July, which forthwith came into force throughout
England and Wales.

2. Circular letter of 13th July from the Board to County Counecils,
County Borough Councils, the Common Council of the City of London, and
to Boards of Guardians, and to managers of hospitals

3. A memorandum of the Chief Medical Officer of the Board.

Of these documents little need be said, as the administration is left in
the hands of the County Council. The Government contribute 75 per cent, of
the cost.

On 29th August the Local Government Board issued a cireular to County
Councils, County Borough Councils and the Common Council of the City of
London, commending the advice of the British Medical Association that
medical consultants and practitioners should be associated with these bodies
in forming a scheme or schemes; also that the drugs should be distributed
through the Medical Officer of Health free for intravenous administration by
registered practitioners qualified to administer it.

On December 29th I received from the County Council particulars of
their scheme for Middlesex, a circular letter addressed by their M.O.H. to
the medical practitioners, and eight forms or leaflets relating thereto.
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SECTION VI

PLACES OVER WHICH THE COUNCIL EXERCISE
SUPERVISION.

i.—Faetories and Workshops. The premises coming under the
Acts have been inspected periodically and at irregular intervals. A record of
the work done has not been asked for this year by the Home Office. Munitions
of war factories have added considerably to our responsibilities.  (See

“ Foreword.”)

Section 22 of the Public Health Acts Amendment Aect, 1890, has been
adopted by the District Council. The standards of sufficiency and suitability
of sanitary accommeodation for persons employed in factories and workshops
have been enforced, and are those advised by the Home Office.

2. —Common Lodging House. Thereis only one in the distriet.
It has accommodation for men only, and is an ancient strueture.  Albert
Denning has been registered under Section 69 of the Public Health Acts
Amendments Aect, 1907, as keeper for one year, and Alfred Bowles as deputy-

keeper.

3.—Houses Let in Lodgiing's. The by-laws were revised and sealed
by the Council in September, 1906. A large number of houses come within
their scope. The absence of a special inspector leaves this work in abeyance.

4.—Slaughter-Houses. There are five on the register, one of old
registration. In April, annual licenses were issued to Mrs. Jane Howes, 19,
The Green; E. Knifton, The Langhedge: and T. H. Chester, 3, The Gieen;
on the terms of the Public Health Act (Amendment Act), 1890. N. A. Barrveit,
188, Fore Street, was granted a three years’ licence from December, 1914,

Tuberculous Meat. On May 18th half a cavcase of a Jersey
cow was seized at 25, Hertford Road, and the fellow half at 110, Fore Street,
At this latter place there was also seized a rump and loin of another beast.
The persons in charge of the two shops were prosecuted on #th June, together
with Ernest Knifton, who holds a licensed slaughter-house in Langhedge Lane.
Professor Wooldridge, F.R.C.V.5., Eng., in his report to the Couneil said :
“1 may, perhaps, be permitted to state that in all my experience I have never
seen any beef prepared for sale for human food in a more advanced state
of emaciation, and more unfit for human food.” On June 8&th Ernest
Knifton and Bugg were each fined £10 and £2 2s. costs, and Webh, of 25,
Hertford Road, £5 and £1 1s. costs. On July Hth the Sanitary Committee
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Vital Statistics of Whole District during 1916 and ten
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TABLE 1.

previous Years.

BiRTHE, TovaL DRATHR | Ty 2 wnrrnABLE Nerr DeATHS BRLONGING
KraisTrRED [MEATIS 70 THE Districr,
IR THE
Nett [ : DisTRICT. = s 3 3
Pn-tli.'l-{:].[.‘,n- e | Nett, gﬁ 52 Unﬂgrﬁ};—enr At all Ages.
estimaped 'é’: | =] I Bozl 3
YRAR. to 2 ) (e
Mh[dl; EE u = z: % EE £ : | Hate per :
Ve | 22 | 2 2 . |28 35R] £ | e | 2
= S5 z S |52 =5 = Nett = 2
[ = = = 3 n":“ [l;l = Births = o
] 2 5| 4 5 6 7 8 (A T [T 12 | 13
1906 | 56,818 1,881 | 1,822 | 32-07| 015 [1555| 256 | 124 | 248 | 13184 | 783 | 1378
1907 | 59,413 |1,923 | 1,857 | 3124 977 (1589 3090 | 124 | 225 | 12116 | 792 | 13-82
1908 | 60,182 2,000 | 1,031 | 32:00] 902 1450 297 [ 129 | 227 | 11741 | 732 | 12°18
1909 | 61,164 | 1,871 | 1,808 | 20+48 | 890 | 1408| 325 | 110 | 182 | 100-39 | 675 | 11-03
1910 | 61,741 {1,061 | 1,878 | 3042| 872 |13-56| 376 | o4 | 140 | 7455 | 587 | 951
1911 | 63,146 | 1,921 | 1,847 | 29-25] 1,219 | 18-68 | 489 | 100 | 265 | 143-48 | 830 | 1314
1912 | 65,084 | 1,844 | 1,765 | 2712 | 1,126 [ 16.76 | 563 | 103 | 149 | s4-42 | 666 | 1023
1913 | 66,552 1,912 | 1,862 | 2798 | 1,184 [17:31[ 501 | 111 19&‘ 105-26 | 794 | 11-93
1014 | 68,203 | 1,922 1,850 2725 [ 1,203 | 1767 501 | 94|19 | 8503 | 736 | 1079
Includin i
Belgians | 68,908 | 1,946 | 1,883 | 2741 | 1,238 [ 1767] 591 | o4 150 8553 | 741 | 10°79
1916 | 69,774 1_.694L1,ﬁﬂf; 23:88 | 1,227 | 1745 543 | 136 | 186 | 11164 ' 817 | 1171
vith '
Belgians | 70,464 | 1,725 | 1,697 | 24-08 | 1,246 | 1755 | 548 | 137 | 104 L14:32 | 837 | 11°88
1918 | 71,396 | 1,689 | 1,633 | 22:87 | 1,000 [ 1404 | 405 | 122 | 142 | 8696 | 726 | 10-17
ith
Belgians | 72,050 | 1,708 | 1,654 | 2296 | 1,018 | 14-03| 405 | 122 | 145 | 8766 | 735 | 1020
. e

NorEs.-~This Table is arranged to show both the gross births and deaths in the distriet,
and the births and deaths properly belonging to it with the corresponding rates. The rates

in column 7 are caleulated per 1,000 of the gross population.

In this distriet in which large

Public Institutions for the sick and infirm serionsly affect the statistics, the rates in
Columns 5 and 13 are calenlated on a nett population, obtained by dedueting from the gross
population the average number of inmates not belonging to the distriet in such institutions.
The rate in Column 11 is ealenlated on the nett births.

* In Column 6 are included the whole of the deaths registered during the year as
having actually ocenrred within the distriet, but excluding the deaths of soldiers and sailors
that have ocenrred in the distriet.

Ares of Distriet in acres (land and 31 acres of inland water)

Total population at all ages
Number of inhabited houses or tenements :
Average number of persons per house or tenement ...

including Institutions

3,804
. B4TOT At
o 12,4911 Census
3400 of
319 1911.






60 TABLE III.
Deaths registered during the calendar year 1916, classified by age and cause

{The nine deaths among Beloian refugees are in brackets.)
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(1mB)
Preumonia 002 17T |28 D10 8| 21 T| 8|14 8| 24
(2 n) (1v)
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Nephritis ... S bt U] b R R S (et R L BT ) L ) R ()
(1 m)
Puerperal Fever ... vl 137 et el ek Al peics 1 2 ol e ) B
Pregnaney ... M 12 ) (R SR B |Gl B 1) - e
Parturition o] 13R-1411 ... | ... i | L0 L [
Congenital Debility 19 e S U R e 3 B Bt RS BEORR M el S [Rees) RN 1B
Defocts Tl ELU| e (e [ et (B Lo (Al | e IR i 3
Premature Births, 16 il B it ] (ol WS il | (S (RSt [ || L0
Violent Deaths 28 S (R 1 b ) 312 5] 4|14
Suicide L I S 1 1] 1
Other Defined Diseases ... 162 117 8| 2 311632 79] 36 20
(1 u].‘
(1v)
Ill-defined ... 113 [ e (R 1
Totals ... .| .. 35 lias|41|33]32]46/ 30152 121]& 102 (500

Two vagrants are in the table, marked V.
There were seven non-resident deaths which oceurred in Edmonton amongst visitors
to private homes,

Sub-Entries included | Cerebro-spinal Fever, 61 A ] None, see articles on these
in above fignres ... | Aente Poliomyelitis ... I subjects.
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Edmonton Urban District Council.

REP O i

OF THE

Chief Sanitary Inspector
For the YEAR 1916.

PusrLic HEALTH DEPARTMENT,
Towx Harn, EpMonToOxN.

To THE CHAIRMAN AND MEMBERS OF THE
EpmontoN Ursan Districr Couwcir.

M. CHAIRMAN AND (GENTLEMEN,

I have the honour to present to you my Report on the work carried out
by your Sanitary Inspectors and Staff during the year 1916 ; but on this
occasion I have omitted the usual statement explaining many of the details,
in order to economise as far as possible, the cost of printing.

During the year the Temporary Smallpox Hospital was taken over by the
Joint Smallpox Hospital Board, so that the rates, taxes, repairs and upkeep
are now borne by the Board. Your Transport Officer (temporary) lives on
the premises, and I visit the same from time to time to see that all is in

order.

DISINFECTION AND REMOVAL OF PATIENTS
TO HOSPITAL.

This year records the using of the new Disinfecting Station in the Town
Hall Yard, which I need hardly say facilitates the work considerably. The
Station is now under closer supervision, and the work of steam disinfection
is well carried out by your Mortuary Attendant, as the Disinfector and
Mortuary are practically together.
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The following is a list of the work carried out during ihe year :—

No. of journeys of ambulance to remove patients to hospital ... S
No. of journeys of bedding van to remove infected bedding ... P
No. of journeys of bedding van to return bedding ... ot 8 LT
No. of journeys of brougham to fetch patients from hospital ... MR 1
No. of patients returned to their homes from hospital by brougham ... 18%
No. of rooms disinfected after infectious disease w202
No. of articles of bedding, ete., disinfected ... R i
No. of books disinfected 60O
No. of articles of bedding destroyed 37
No. of rooms disinfected for phthisis ... e LEE
No. of articles of bedding, ete., disinfected ﬂftel pht-hlSlH i 896
No. of articles of bedding destroyed after phthisis ... 30
No. of rooms disinfected for verminous bedding and vermin ... 29

A quantity of blankets were also disinfected at the request of the military
authorities, and the whole of the schools and many public halls in the district
were disinfected.

The removal of patients to hospital continues to be carried out by your
Disinfector, who also acts as attendant. The Inspectors assist when necessary.
and they also take duty with the Disinfector on alternate Sundays.

DISINFECTANTS.

The Council still afford the public the generous opportunity of obtaining
disinfectant (fluid and powder), which I feel sure does a great deal to
encourage cleanliness.

The number of applicants supplied during the year was 26,250.

ERYSIPELAS.

Eleven cases of erysipelas were treated in their homes by a trained nurse
during the year. The cost of nursing was £25, and the patients were very
grateful for the attention they received.

PUBLIC LAVATORIES.

The lavatories for box sexes at the Green and Angel Road continue to
be well patronised ; free accommodation being provided for both sexes. The
amount collected for the W.C.’s and Wash and Brush-up on the Green during
the year was £209 16s. 9d., an increase of £34 1ls. 4d. on the previous
year. The amount collected from Angel Road was £297 2s. 8d., an increase
of £88 13s. 6d. on the previous year.
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OFFENSIVE TRADES, PIG KEEPING.

The ofiensive trade, viz., the gut-scraper, is still carrying on the business,
and we visit the premises to see they are kept as cleanly as circumstanoes
permit.  The position of the premises and the condition under which the
work is carried out are anything but what they should be. He has had
sufficient time to provide better premises in a more suitable position.

Little trouble has arisen during the year from pig-keeping, but as most
of the pig-styes are drained into cess-pools, the overflows in a few instances are
causing trouble, and are being dealt with.

DAIRIES, COWSHEDS AND MILKSHOPS.

The number of cowkeepers on the register remains the same—2. The
The number of milk sellers is 92; these fluctuate from year to year. Nine
persons were added to the register and 10 gave up selling milk owing to the
action of the department.

There were nine contraventions of the Orders and Regulations, all of
which were dealt with satisfactorily.

961 inspections were made of premises.

There were 39 inspections made of premises where ice-cream was usually
sold, but there were very few people manufacturing this commodity, owing
to the increased prices and the difficulty in obtaining material.

SHOPS' ACT, 1912

Complaints were received that certain shopkeepers were evading the Act.
Mr. Winter, Mr. Huckle and myself kept observations, and after some time
found the offenders. Two were fined 10s. and costs and one was fined 20s.
and costs.

COMMON LODGING HOUSE.

These premises, although very old, continue to be kept in as good a
condition as circumstances will permit, and afford clean accommodation for
20 inmates. I am hoping to see a common lodging house of modern con-
struction ervected, as the present premises cannot last many more years. Such
premises are essential in a district like Edmonton, and enable the Council
to keep strict supervision over this class of people.
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CANAL BOATS.

The number of registered canal boats inspected during the year was 17,
a decrease of 6 on the preceding year. What few registered boats there are,
are, generally speaking, well kept. A great many boats, both registered
and unregistered, are now in the hands of the Government.

The following contraventions of the Acts and Regulations were dealt
with :—
2 dirty cabins,
1 ecabin top defective,
1 cabin required painting,

all of which have been 1emedied.

FACTORIES, &ec.

A great deal of time has been given to the inspection of factories, work-
shops, and outworkers' premises. 135 visits were paid to the factories, 268
to workshops, and 711 to outworkers ; included in these inspections are bake-
houses and laundries. The contraventions that existed were at once dealt
with. Increased W.C. accommodation has been provided in four factories.

One munition factory commenced with very crude sanitary accommoda-
tion and water supply, and we were not even aware that the factory was
in use until we saw the erection of new wooden buildings.  This old factory
is situated on the north-eastern boundary of the district. However, after
many inspections and much correspondence, we adopted the pail system,
having no sewer within a mile of the premises, and with the assistance of the
Council’s Engineer an arrangement was made whereby the foul water and
the contents of the pails were deposited in a closed cart and disposed of on
the Council’s sewage farm, the firm paying the cost of cartage, ete.

The only water supply was from ihe Lea Navigation Canal; then a
small pump was fixed and water was obtained from a shallow well, which
was analysed and found to be totally unfit for dietetic purposes. A temporary
arrangement was made for boiling the water until such time as a well could

be sunk deep enough into the chalk to obtain a pure supply. The work of
sinking this well is now in progress.

The male employees have now been provided with one urinal and 5 pail
closets. The females with 12 pail closets, and the floors of the closets rendered
in cement and made to drain to a catchpit for washing-down purposes.

Fifteen lavatory basins have been fixed and made to discharge to a properly
covered cess-pool,
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EDMONTON EDUCATION COMMITTEE.

— T

REPORT of the School Medical Officer for the
Year ended December 31st, 1916.

—nl e ——
Towx Haniu, EpmoxTox.

To taE CHAIRMAN AND MEMBERS.
Laipigs A¥Dp GENTLEMEN,

I herewith submit my fifth Annual Report.

Dr. Strong continued acting as School Medical Inspector throughout the
year, but at the end of July Mrs, Hobbs retired, having obtained a post as
Infant Life Protection Visitor in the western half of the Edmonton Unien.
She was succeeded in September by Miss 8. A. G. Wrampling.  However,
in the light of his last year's experience, Dr. Strong was enabled to make
good progress with his work.

The absence of a clerk has rendered my duties as School Medical Officer
unduly onerous. In November, 1915, this Committee recommended that
a temporary clerk be appointed, and so did the Sanitary Committee, but
their advice was not followed by the Council. On February lst, 1916, I

brought this again to your notice, but no action was taken. I have, therefore,

had to spend valuable time doing merely a clerk’s work.  Amongst other
consequent inconveniences, you have been unable to receive typed copies of
my reports to the monthly meetings.  This I much regret. The late appear-

ance of this Report is another.

When the war is over, if not before, another woman officer should be
appointed to visit the homes of scholars, as regards infectious, contagious, and
other conditions affecting the attendance at school. Like the School Medieal

Clerk, half her salary might be paid by your Committee and half by the
Council. T advised this last year.

On January 25th, 1917, Dr. F. E. Rock was lost in H.M.8. “ Laurentie,”
whilst serving his King and Country. I deeply deplore what is not only
a heavy loss to Edmonton, but to myself personally. He inaugurated the

dehool Medical Service work here in 1908, and since he joined my staff in
1912. our relations had been most happy.

I am,
Your obedient servant,

SIDNEY C. LAWRENCE,
12th June, 1917, School Medical Officer.
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THE SCHOOLS OF EDMONTON,
(17 in Number.)

Public Elementary Schools ... 11
Secondary Schools 1
Private Schools b

TECHNICAL INSTITUTE.

The Technical Institute was opened on Saturday, September 28th, 1912;
it was erected on the site of the old Latymer School in Church Street.
Provision for extension of the building, when necessary, has been made. Mr.
H. Farrands, M.A., is the Secretary.

THE SECONDARY SCHOOL.

The original school in Church Street was founded in 1624 by Edward
Latymer. The Secondary School is now managed by a Board of Governors
acting under the Middlesex County Council, who are responsible for the
financing of the school. The Elementary School is managed by the Vicar and
Churchwardens, and is not under the control of the Board of Governors of
the Secondary School. The buildings in Hazelbury Road were opened on
September 24th, 1910. The Headmaster is Mr, B. A, Ashworth, B.A., Lond,

A precept of £55 for higher education was issued by the Couneil on the
Overseers in April, and again in Oectober.

PUBLIC ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS.

I. Non-provided ... 4 schools, & departments.
II. Provided 7 schools, 26 departments.

The management of these schools has been delegated by my Council to an
Education Committee, which consists of 15 members of their own body and
2 ladies as co-opted members, one of whom, Miss Seward, is a headmistress.
Since July, 1908, no children under 5 years of age have been admitted.

Bush Hill Park. The rapid development of this northern part of the
district necessitated an agreement in October, 1906, with the Enfield Urban
District Council to provide accommodation for 81 scholars from this neighbour-
hood at the nearest Enfield School, but there was an average attendance of
292 this year. No Edmonton scholars under 5 years of age are now admitted.

Baths. The elder children are taken from the sehools to learn swimming

once a week in the summer months. During the past winter, 1916-1917, this
wholesome practice has been continued as far as the boys are concerned. A
woman instructress has heen appointed for the girls, but the hoys are taught
by their class teachers.

Building Operations. As in 1915, nothing has been done beyond
the crdinary repairs necessary to keep the buildings in good order.
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Attendance. Mr. Heap has kindly furnished me with the following
figures for this and the next two tables :—

End of June, 1915. | End of June, 1916.

Number | Average " Number | Average
on books. | attendance. || on books. | attendance,

Non-provided Schools LA 30564 2268 20544
Conneil Schools 11219 101836 11013 100907
Totals 13495 1323589 13281 121451

There were 13,281 children on the books at the middle of the year, besides
the children attending Enfield Schools; the average number of children of the
Edmonton distriet attending Enfield Schools during the year was 292; so
that there is in KEdmonton one child in the public elementary schools
for 5.2 inhabitants (reckoned on the nett population); 5.1 last year.

The number of children on the books of the elementary schools of the
district at the end of June, 1916, was 13,281; and the accommodation was

14,365. The accommodation and the number of children attending each
school are given below :—

School. Infants. Junior Mixed. Girls. Boys.

Accom. | N0 | Accom, | Neo™ | Accom, | Jes00 | Aseom. | oer

458 405 459 426

Brettenhiam Hoad 437 203 — — |

Croyland Road .| 360 284 420 414 | 869 350 537 515
Raynham Road ...| 576 50 600 | 502 40 458 G0 583
Eldon Road GIKD G50 521 | 540 | 540 499 BE0 058
Silver Street o 51 459 562 549 502 o435

Houndsfield Road | 460 | 381 900 | 312 | 300 | 278 | 300 | 278

|
Montague Road ;.. 460 345 300 | 336 300 274 300 281
All Saints’ 447 415 — | — | 450 403 — —
Latymer ... . e - = | — — 300 309
St. James's w280 236 e — j 207 233 218 243
5t Edmund’s ... B8 80 - — (248 250 Senior Mixed)

These figures are not
included in the totals.

Totals o 2219 3654 2141 2104 3731 3034 4026 3734
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Re-inspection at the schools, 54 boys and 65 girls.

The parents were present with 889- of the boys inspected and 1,040 of
the girls.

There were objections to medical inspection of 3 boys and 22 girls on the
part of the parents.

Visits were made to the schools for routine inspection in the case of

Infants’ Departments twice a year, and in the case of other groups, once a
year.

The number re-examined at the schools during the year was 1,048—
685 boys, 463 girls.

SPECIALLY-REFERRED CENTRE.

The room in use is the same ill-adapted one at the Education Office

as in 1915, Tuesday afternoons and Saturday mornings are devoted to
this work.

The attendances of specially-referred cases and absentees due to illness
was 3,639, compared with 2,488 for 1915. Of these, 1,048 were first attend-
ances, and the balance was subsequent ones.

Arrangements for following up Children with Defects.
On this subject, Dr. Strong reports to me as follows:—

“ Owing to the fact that neither the Temporary School Medical Inspector,
nor the Temporary School Nurse, are on the Public Health stafi, they have
not “the right of entry,” and therefore other arrangements have had to be
made (apart from the re-examinations at the schools) for the following-up of
children with defects, to their homes. This was dome by sending notices to
the parents who were not present at the routine medical inspection, with
instructions to attend with the child at the Specially Referred Centre. They
then had the defect pointed out to them and the necessity for that defect
being attended to. Where special treatment was judged to be required, the
means of obtaining it was pointed out to the parents and, where necessary,
a card given them to take to a hospital. When the parent or guardian
was present at the routine medical inspection of the child, the same procedure
was followed. In all cases the cards of the children with defects were marked
for re-examination. Where the defect was such as to require exclusion
(except in the case of acute illness or infectious disease), the parent was given
notice, if present, or notice was sent to the parent if absent, to bring the
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Clothing and Footgear.

Dr. Strong writes :—
“ This table has been divided into groups, and I think is very instructive.

“In spite of the fact that a great number of mothers were at work, it
shows that the condition was satisfactory in the case of the young children ;
not so satisfactory in the group 8-9 years, where parental control was, to some
extent relaxed; and a still larger percentage of unsatisfactory cases amongst
the leavers, 12-14 years, where, presumably, the children were left to look
after themselves; this last condition was more noticeable amongst the boys
than the girls.”

Provision of Meals.

During 1916 Mr. Pickrell died and the post of Hon. Secretary of the
Canteen Committee was filled by Mr. T. G. Scott, to whom I am indebted
for the following particulars:—

During 1916 dinners were supplied to 89 children. Of these, 51 were
children of widows, ete., 32 were children whose fathers were physically
incapacitated from working, and 6 were children whose fathers were for a
short time unable to find employment. The highest number of children fed
in one week was 63, the lowest 33, the average number being just below 40.
The total number of dinners partaken of was 10,721. The cost was
£149 13s. 10d. for food, and £42 15s. 6d. for service, etc. Each meal cost
43d.—-33d. for food and 1d. for service.

The Central Investigation Sub-Committee met on five occasions during
the year, and each application for meals was carefully considered.

Meals were provided (as they were from May to December, 1915), at
a cook-shop, the children having a room set apart exclusively for their use.
Members of the Menu Sub-Committee and Members of the General Canteen
Committee visited the shop (without notice of their visit being given) on
several occasions while the meals were being served, and, without exception,
found the arrangements for the preparation, serving, and supervision of the
meals in every way most satisfactory.

The methods of investigation into the parents’ circumstances by the

Canteen Committee continue on the same thorough lines.

Vermin.

As regards body vermin, 36 boys and 36 girls were found to be infested with
lice on the inspection day. Nits (the eggs of lice) were found on the hair of
323 boys and 261 girls, and live lice on 33 boys and 89 girls.
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The School Nurse makes special visits to the schools to examine whole
classes of children, with a view to ascertaining their condition as to cleanliness.
The children with nits are given cards to take home, warning their parents
of the condition and giving advice as to how to get rid of nits and vermin.
She has looked over 2,620 this year.

About cleansing station, refer to my report as M.O.H.

Teeth.

Of the boys 903, and 873 girls, had one to three teeth decayed, and 692
boys and 693 girls had four teeth or more decayed.

Nose and Throat.

Amongst the boys 374, and 470 girls, had either enlarged tonsils or
adenoids, or hoth.

Eye Disease.

Squint was observed in 51 boys and 62 girls. 54 hoys and 65 girls were
wearing spectacles. Slight errors of vision were found in 102 boys and 90
girls, and marked errors in 107 boys and 112 girls.

SCHOOL CLINICS.

Our scheme was settled in 1914, but the approval of it has been formally
withheld by the Board of Education until the end of the war.

INFECTIOUS AND (or) CONTAGIOUS DISEASES.

The number of children excluded at the routine inspection was 251—
111 boys and 140 girls, the reasons for exclusion being :—

Bovs. Girws. Boys. GIRLS-
Vermin— Bronehial Asthma L —_
Head ... 5 ab 75 Bronchial Catarrh — 1
Head and Body ... 14 13 Stomatitis 3 —
Body... aap] 23 Febricula 3 2
Head and Ragged ... 1 — Influenza - 1
Body and %ﬁmutjn- Follicular Tonsilitis — 2
ence of Urine 1 — Mumps ... 5 3 1
Head and Eczema ... 1 1 Chicken Pox 5 1
Head and Ringworm 1 — Ulcer of Cornea = 1
Ringworm—Head ... 11 10 Otorrheea — 1
Impetigo-—Facl‘}j 3 1 —_—
1 Hea 1 —
Eczema ... - 2 2 111 140
Scabies ... 5 3] _—

N.B.—None were excluded for Nits only.

The total number of exclusion certificates (including the above) issued
for contagious and other diseases by the School Medical Officers during the
year was 1,689, the reasons for the exclusions being :—
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No. of Disease, Certificates

Disease, Certificates No. of
Vermin e 445 Mumps 14
Secabies . 380 Pulmonary Tuberculosis .. 1]
Ringworm ... bead PSR Other Tuberculosis ... 10
Other skin diseases .. R 1 ¢ | Dirt ... 4
Eye trouble ... o ... 123 Epilepsy ... 6
Other causes... ..« 106 Whooping Cough 5
Impetigo ... 73 Diphtheria 2
horea e 32 Measles 1
Bronchial Catarrh ... 23 _
Ear disease ... 16 1682
Chicken Pox... 16 iy

The number 1,689 is 59 more than last year ; this inerease is mainly due
to the children being seen again and again at shorter intervals than formerly.
Scabies is on the increase—228 last year—it may have been brought home by
soldiers.

During the summer holidays, and at special times for measles, the public
elementary schools were well disinfected.

Exclusion of Contaets. The rules adopted for the exelusion of
contacts are as before.

- Exelusion Notices. Without measles, in connection with the notifi-
able infectious diseases, notices were issued by the Medical Officer of Health
excluding 279 children, as patients or contacts, from attending day or Sunday
schools for definite periods.

On account of measles and the non-notifiable infectious diseases, notices
excluding 2,058 children as patients or contacts were issued by me, after
enquiries had been made as to the real nature of the illness. The numbers
excluded in 1915-14-13 were 1,415, 2,874, and 941 respectively. It is
interesting to note the great variation in the number of children excluded
from the schools during 1916.

1. National ... 344 7. Raypham Road ... 156
2. Eldon Road 259 8. St. James's 113
3. Brettenham Road ... 248 9. Houndsfield 83
4. Montagu Road ... 242 10. St Edmund’s ... 83
5. Silver Street 237 11. Lower Latymer ... 8
6. Croyland Road ... 184 12. Latymer Secondary 2

1957

Besides the following :—Enfield Council Schools, 8: Private Schools, 40;
12 children at various schools in Winchmore Hill, Tottenham, ete., and 40
children not attending (at the time) any school.

SR
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Report of the School Medical Officer to the
) Education Committee.

Meeting on Tuesday, 5th December, 1916,

i

Lapies AND GENTLEMEN,
DAY NURSERIES. INFANT WELFARE.

At the request of your Chairman (Councillor S. H. Platten) I withdrew
this subject from my last report drawn up for your meeting of Tuesday,
November 7th, 1916, with the hope that my remarks might be typed, dupli-
cated and distributed before this meeting to all of you. But I regret to
report that I have found this impossible. As you know, I have no school
medical clerk, and your Secretary, Mr. Heap, has informed me that his staff
of three clerks is unable to do this small amount of clerical work for your
benefit.

I therefore reproduce here what advice I had to offer you on a matter
of great importance, which should be dealt with by you without further
delay.

On December 2nd, 1914, Circular 879, dated 26th November, 1914, was
received by your Secretary from the Board of Education. It is a memorandum
in regard to grants to day nurseries from the Board. These nurseries are
primarily to provide for infants and children up to three years of age, at
which age some Authorities admit them to school. You do not, until they
are five years of age.

I will read an extract from the report I made to you on the subject
on February 2nd, 1915:—

“Certain considerations are tabulated by the Board of Education,
“which should be borne in mind by the Local Authority which undertakes
“to form and maintain a day nursery. The Medical Officer of Health

~ “should be consulted as to the accommodation to be provided, and as to
“ the maximum number of children to be admitted. The grant from the
“Board will be based on the number of attendances made during the
“year. Close co-operation is desired with the School for Mothers, Baby
“Clinics, and other institutions dealing with infant welfare in the neigh-

* bourhood.”
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“Claims for the grant should be supported by the assurance that
" the Medical Officer of Health is satisfied with the work of the nurserjes.
“ The cost of the food is to be defrayed from the payments of the mothers
“for the care of the children.

“The day nurseries, the Board says, ought not to provide for
“children whose mothers might reasonably be expected themselves to
“bestow on their children the necessary care and attention. The grants
" from the Board may be paid at the rate of not more than jd. for each
" attendance, and the full grant shall not exceed one-half of the approved
“expenditure.”

You postponed consideration of the Board’s circular for 12 months, on
February 2nd, 1915. The Sanitary Committee has also postponed the matter
of Maternity and Infant Welfare Centres until April, 1917.

Six or seven weeks ago I was filling up the schedule of work at the
Edmonton School for Mothers and Infant Welfare (established in June, 1915),
and it was with much regret that I had to state that this work, so very
important in these times, when so many lives are being lost in warfare,
had received no help whatever from this Education Committee. In April,
1916, the Council gave £33 6s. 8d. to the School, but £50 would have been

more useful.

I would suggest that three of your number be selected to-night to meet
three members of the Sanitary Committee to discuss how the Local Authority,
both en its public health and educational sides, can best assist in this life-
saving.  Your Secretary and the Medical Officer of Health would attend this
Special Committee, which should (on finishing its deliberations) present a
report, with their recommendations, both to the Council and this Education
Committee.

As regards créches or day nurseries, the need for them at the present
moment is very great. Whilst the cruel necessities of war are creating both
day and night work, a nursery that will be always open, both day and night,
will meet a great want of the mothers who have families of young- children
needing attention and supervision when both parents are at work away from
home, Such cases I am meeting with not infrequently, where the home con-
ditions and woeful state of the youngsters is sad to see, and must be producu va
of excessive sickness and a heavy death-rate in the immediate future.

This Special Committee, I presume, would be open to receive and consider
any suggestions or schemes that purport to deal with the subject of mother and
child welfare. I have one in my mind now.
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