[Report of the Medical Officer of Health for Bromley].

Contributors

Bromley (London, England). Municipal Borough.
Publication/Creation

[19437]

Persistent URL
https://wellcomecollection.org/works/pwtdy7ax

License and attribution

You have permission to make copies of this work under a Creative Commons,
Attribution, Non-commercial license.

Non-commercial use includes private study, academic research, teaching,
and other activities that are not primarily intended for, or directed towards,
commercial advantage or private monetary compensation. See the Legal
Code for further information.

Image source should be attributed as specified in the full catalogue record. If
no source is given the image should be attributed to Wellcome Collection.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/legalcode
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/legalcode







2

PUBLIC HEALTH STAFF AT 30.6.43.
Medical Ofticer of Health and * K. E. Tarper, 0.B.E., G.M.,

School Medical Officer ... M.B., ch.B., D.P.H.
Assistant  Medical Officers of * Miss G. H. Stinson,
Health and Assistant o M.E.C.S., L.R.C.P.
School Medical ﬂﬂwgrg A. THomsox, M.B., ch.n.,
D.P.H.

(on Military Service).
* A. ORGLER, M.D.,
; (temporary appt. 5.2.42)

Orthopedic Surgeon b J H. CHOLMELEY, F.R.C.S.

Eye Specialist ' et R. H. Rusurox,
M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P.
(Locum for Eric Lyle,
.., WD, CLW
D.0.M.S.,
on Military Service).

Anwmsthetists U wie ui ... Assistant Medical Officers.

Consulting Gynwcologist ¢d G, K. VarTax,
F.R.C.5., M.R.C.0.G.
(Locum for Alistair I..
Gunn, M.D., F.R.C.S., On
Military Service).

School Dental Surgeons b J. H. GeN, .-D.8., R.C.8.

abd FarrMay J. Orpism,
L!l)tﬂr, Huﬂuﬁl

Chief Sanitary Inspector ?¢?¢ G. R. Woobs,
and Chief Sampling Officer M.S.I.A., A.R.SAN.T.
(and  Inspector under
Diseases of Animals Acts
and Petroleum Acts

District Sanitary Inspectors bede T (C. TowERSEY, M.S.I.A.
and Sampling Officers ~ *°?* g R.H. Honcr,
P eaded : M.5. LA, M.R.SAN.T.
. (on Military Service).
be H. Coorer
(temporary appt.)
One appointment vacant,
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Healtlr Visitors and School ®/¢%* Miss L. A. Bricas.
Nurses i sie s e TP Hisg B B Caovws
bfek Miss D. Priue.
‘_”#"" Miss E. Ruonges.
bfgh Mgrs. N. J. Baker
(née Blake).
bfoh JMiss E. Brooxs.

Municipal Midwives ¢ f¢ Miss S. A. GARNER.
) ; bfe Miss M. R. JENKINS
(on Military Service).
bfz jiiss E. Smirm. !
bg Miss A. M. WinTER.
bfe Miss E. V. RoBatHaN.

bg Miss E. NorMmax

(temporary appt.
17.9.42).

Orthopadic Nurse e Miss M. DonGe,
' i C.S.M.M.G.
Orthoptic Nurse j et Miss B. Bixstean

(appointed 18.8.42).

ab Miss N. F. BaLswinL
(resigned 14.8.42).

GENERAL OFFICE STAFF.
Chief Clerk * H. BE. LawLEY.

Senior Clerk : * S. F. Juop. !
(on Military Service).

W. S. Dexca.

o

Senior Clerk (acting)
Clerks ' % E. H. ANDREWS,
(on Military Service).
Miss R. Brocx
(on Military Service)-
Miss D. Tnoxas
(resigned 23.7.42).

Mgs. J. L. H. West
(resigned 17.4.43).

o

o

o



Temporary Clerks ® Mrs. R. M. Warsox
(née Aldous).

® Mzrs. P. M. WarNER
(appointed 18.5.42).

¥ Miss J. P. Lowg
(appointed 27.7.42).

M=rs. P. McNEmL
(appointed 29.3.43).

® Mrs. G. E. Durmax
(appointed 19.4.43).

Mzs. E. M. HoLraxp
(resigned 25.9.42).

Mzs. D. H. Neecu
(appointed 5.10.42 re-
signed 27.3.43).

Dental Clinic Assistants b Mzs, E. Brooxs
(appointed 15.3.43).

b Miss M. M. Eriex.

® Miss E. B. Freming
(resigned 6.3.43).

WAR-TIME NURSERY (TEHPQRAR? APPOINTMENTS).

Matron - 87t Miss F. E. Hosss
(appointed 9.6.42).
Assistant Matron bm Miss K. Mincuin
(appointed 17.8.42).
Staff Nurse s Miss E. Scaces
(appointed 17.8.42).
Warden ® Miss A. Tuomson

(appointed 22.2.43).

. 4. 10 addition there are four student nurses and a domestic
staff of one cook and one cleaner.
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CASUALTY SERVICES (TEMPORARY APPOINTMENTS).,

Sealt Ogheer: . 3. 022 s0 R Minry
: (appointed 17.9.42).

* D. H. Cazzmx
(resigned 16.9.42).-

Superintendent—Civilian War
Deaths Service ... Bl e RO W SR

Rest Centre Officer ... ... .. W. G. Repuax.

Rest Centre Supervisor ... ... Mrs. K. RoSENTIAL,

OUTDOOR STAFF.

Drain Tester and Disinfector ... J. W. SEAGER.

- o -
Market Superintendent ® F. J. EPHGRAVE.
@ Denotes part-time, i: State Certified Midwife.
b Exchequer Grants. R.S.Iust. Health Visitors :
¢ Cert. of R.S.Inst. and Sanitary E R.8.Inst. Cert. in_ Sanitary Em;\ﬁ;
Inspectors’ Joint Examination applied to Building and Pu
Board. orks, s eI
d R.S8.Inst. Cert. for Meat and ! Nursery School Teacher's _Ill loma,
Other Foods, m  State © Registercd C}Inldreu! Ilif‘-'i"-I
¢ R.8.Inst. Smoke Cert. n Diploma of the National Society o
I General Trained (5.R.N.) ‘thildren's Nurseries.
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BOROUGH OF BROMLEY.

—

Report of the Medicall Officer of Health
for the year 1942,

Mz. Mavor, IaDIES AND GENTLEMEN,

I beg to submit my 18th Annual Report on the
Health Services of the Borough for the year 1942, If
is still to be regarded as an abridged and interim report
during war-time restrictions,

A glance at the health statistics of the area for 1942
discloses very few causes of sickness and invalidity. The
low incidence of serious infectious disease is eratifyving,
and no points of interest arise for special comment,

It says much for the Health Services of the pre-war
vears that we have withstood so well the stress and strain
of four years of war, There are positive siens of
improving health of the population : the physique of the
young baby and of the child at school show actual
mmprovement. :

The vital statistics with low Death Rate, increasing
Birth Rate and low Infantile and Maternal Mortality
Rates, and the comparative absence of subacute infec-
tious disease, are indications of sound health. The
reasons are not far to seek; improved financial circum-
stances of the family and the absence of poverty; the
balanced dietary imposed by food control ; inereased ser-
vice of meals at school, but perhaps above all au
individual urge to be fit in order to win the war, There
are, however, certain signs on the debit side ; an increased
occurrence of anmmia in the leaver group at schools; dn
increase in dental deeay in school-children, and an in-
crease in skin complaints. These may be signs 0
deficiency, but there are other factors to he considered;
the lowering of the standard of environment, the disre-
pair of houses, the shortage of houses, overcrowding mio
houses are matters not to he dealt with by placid intoler-
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ance or by easy postponement. The *skeleton in the
cupboard * has been exposed by the state and habits of
many children evacuated from our large cities. The
skeleton must not be allowed to return to the cupboard.

There still exists a widespread mental confusion in
the interpretation of the meaning of Health Services and
Medical Services. The present efficiency of the former,
built up over so many years of Local Government, must
not, in the period of re-construction, be swamped in the
consideration of present deficiencies in medical services.
It is 3 fundamental of health that the family should be
freed of debt and the danger of debt. The individual
must correct the present poverty of ideas of social
hyeiene in its widest sense, and must exercise a little
more self-help than he has done in past years. The
urge, so prominent in the winning of the war, must con-
tinue with the peace.

Finally T would express an earnest acknowledgment
of the help T have received from my Committees, and
from the staff, whose loyal services during these war
vears has enabled me to carry on the direction of the
Health Services of the Local Authority.

I am,

Your ohedient servant,

E. E. TAPPER,
Medical Officer of Health.
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SECTION A.—STATISTICS AND SOCIAL
CONDITIONS OF THE AREA, 1942,

STATISTICS.

Area (in acres) 6,519
Registrar General’s estimate of resi-

dent population mid-1942... ... 50,480
Number of inhabited houses accord- j

ing to the Rate books (31.12.42)... 16,197

Approximate number of habitable
premises at 31.3.43:—
(a) Bromley 14,170
(b) Added areas
(Hayes, Keston) 2.0

16,947

Rateable value (31.3.43) ... . £701,240
Product of a Penny Rate (year end-

ing 31.3.44) e vk e T

Virar Staristics,

The Registrar (General in making the annual distri-
bution of the statistics of population, births, deaths and
notifiable infectious diseases for the year 1942, comments
that recent experience suggests that the different method
of assignment adopted during the early war period for
Birth rate and Infant or Maternal mortality purposes 18
no longer of value. One figure only is therefore
included, which should be used for the calculation of
both Birth rate and Infant or Maternal mortality.
Populations are likewise given for calculation of Death
rates or the incidence of notifiable diseases aﬂiﬂﬂgst
civilians. Estimates of the numbers and distribution of
the non-civilian population are not available and the
birth rate can only be based on the civilian population
of 1942 as used for death rates, '

The Minister of Ilealth, in his general directions ou
the lines to be adopted in framing these reports, again
requests that, on the grounds of national security.
restrictions in regard to the publication of certain stafis-
ties and communications to the Press, etc., should be
observed. Thus I have restricted the Report for official
use only.
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Live Births,
Total. Male,  Female.
Legitimate ... 823 423 400\ Birth rate per
Illegitimate ... 48 a0 21 | 1,000 of the eshi-
' - mated resident
421 j

population:
17.2

371 450

Stillbirths.
Total.. Male. Female.

}ﬁ'e:i_*_il_"-ﬂte 9{ 16 "i’ Stillbirth rate per
exitimate ... = 1,000 tetal (live
el arl.!-.f..'-] births :
e S %9
Deaths.

Total. Male. Female.
Rate per 1,000 esti-

From all mated resident
causes ..» 930 287 293 population:
11.4

 The Registrar General states that a Comparability
Factor is not available for 1942 as the variety and mag-
nitude of local population movements and the uneven
icidence of t.:iri}lian war deaths have, together, com-
bined to frustrate the attempt to secure comparability
between local death rates by the use of Areal Compara-
bility Iactors, and the preparation and issue of such
factors are being suspended under present conditions.

Deaths from Puerperal Causes. Rate per 1,000
» ) i total live and still
Puerperal Sepsis ... .t Nil. [ pirths :

Other puerperal causes ... 2 2.25

Deaths of Infants under 1 year of age.
Total. Male. Female.

Legitimate ... 27 15 12
Hlegitimate ... 2 1 1

29 16 13
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Death Rate of Infants under 1 year of age,.

All infants per 1,000 live births S
Legitimate infants per 1,000 legitimate

live births ... - e DD
Illegitimate infants per 1,000 illegitimate
live births ... . 41.6

Deaths from Cancer (all ages) ... st - AR
Deaths from Measles (all ages)
Deaths from Whooping Cough (all ages) —
Deaths from Diarrheea (under 2 years of

age) :

L]

Meteorology. : '

The Borough Engineer has kindly supplied the par-
ticulars from records kept in his Department : —

, " Year 1942.
Total Rainfall . ... 23.60 ms.
Mean maximum daily temperature ... 57.34F.

. - L 1
Mean minimum daily temperature ... 42 50°F.
Highest maximum temperature recorded

(6.6.42 and 28.8.42) ... o BOESER
Lowest minimum temperature recorded
(15.1.42) —
Lowest grass minimum temperature re-
corded (21.1.42) ..o - 1640
Population.’
On the grounds of national security reference to
population statistics is curtailed. :

Births.

During the year there were notified to me 803 birtl_lrsl.
including 783 live hirths and 20 stillbirths. The officia
figure for the year, after adjustment by transferred nutE
fications, is 897 births, including 871 Zive births and 2
stillbirths,

The Birth Rate for 1942 is 17.2 per 1,000 of the
resident population, compared with 13.3 for 1941.

871 live births ig the highest recorded figure for IﬂHi
Borough. Thé rate is high by reason of the fact tha

estimates of the numbers and distribution of the nﬂ!t:
civilian population are not available and the Birth Rat
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must, therefore, be based on the civilian population for
1942 'as used for death rates. The following compara-
tive rates have been similarly caleulated, e;wpt for
Eugland and Wales, which thus may be accepted as
approximating to what the rate would normally be:—
Bromley. England & Great Towns in-  Smaller Towns. London
Wales. cluding London. (25000-50000 popn.) County.

k1.2 15.8 17.3 18.4 14.0

Deaths.

_ The total number of deaths for 1942 was 580, which
15 less by 183 than the total for 1941.

It is noteworthy that the total of 479,907 deaths in
England and Wales durmg 1942 {umludmrr those caused
by enemy action) was the lowest of the four war years.

The decrease on 1941 was over 55,000 and compared with
1940, over 100,000,

~ The erude Death Rate for 1942 is 11.4 compared
with 15.1 for 1941.

The following shows Bromley’s rate for 1942 in
comparison with the official death rates published : —
Bromley.  England & Great Towns in- Smaller Towns. London

Wales. cluding London. (25000-50000 popn.) County.

11.4 11.6 13.3 12.1 13.9

The main causes of deaths for 1942, together with

the corresponding figures for the previous war years,
were : —

1942, 1941, 1940. 1939.

Heart Disease ... . 189 11 207 158

Cancer ... R < - 97 102
Respiratory  (non-tuber-

culosis) o T 93 85 44

Tuberculosis S b 34 29 26

Infantile Mortality.

. With the large increase in births we record a slight

increase in infant mortality. There were 29 deatha

which produces an Infantile Mortality Rate of 33.3 per

LOOO Tive births. This rate compares well with the

test of the country as follows : —

Elnmlﬂ} England & Great Towns in- Smaller Towns. London
Wales.  cluding London. (25000-50000 popn.) County.

33 49 59 46 60
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Of the 29 deaths occurring, 19 were under one week
of age, and 24 deaths were attributable to prematurity,
congenital malformation or birth injury, emphasising
the need of Ante-Natal supervision.

The Municipal Midwifery Service of the Local
Authority provides for proper and adequate supervision
and is available for all cases,

Maternal Mortality.

Two maternal deaths occurred, producing a Mater-
nal Mortality Rate of 2.23 per 1,000 (live and still)
births, compared with 4.68 for 1941. Both cases died
in hospital outside the area, the causes being:—

(1) Toxwemia of pregnancy, heart failure.

(2) Pulmonary collapse, forceps delivery and uterine

inertia.

SECTION B (1). GENERAL PROVISION OF
HEALTH SERVICES FOR THE AREA.

~ Certain changes and developments have taken &'Alﬂﬂﬂ
in the following services since the last report and are
shown under their appropriate headings as follows:—

(a) LaporaTory Service.—No change.

(b) Ampurance Service.—As from the 10th March,
1943, the Civil Ambulance Service was taken over
from the Fire Brigade Service by the Public
Health Department and is under control of the
Emergency Committee. The Ambulance Station
1s at 147, Widmore Road, and the ambulances are
available for the removal of private cases of ill-
ness of a non-infectious nature to or from hos-
pitals, residences, railway stations, and also for
the removal of such private cases to or from such
places outside the Borough, subject to ﬂ_lﬁ coll-
ditions permitting the use of the service for
private purposes upon payment of the pr:eacrlhet
charges. Medical evidence must be furnished as
to the necessity for the removal of a patient, anc @
maximum distance of 25 miles (by road) from the
Ambulance Station, Bromley, cannot be exceedel
for removals,




(¢)
!lff )

(e)

(f)
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The Service also deals with accident cases, and
there are reciprocal arrangements with Beckenham
and Penge for the use of their ambulances in the
event of both Corporation Ambulances being in
use. !

Fees for use of the ambulance may be reduced,
or remitted entirely, in necessity,

Nursiye 1y tne Home.—No change.

TrearseNt CeNTRES AND CLINICS PROVIDED BY THE
Locar Avraortry.—An additional Welfare Centre
was opened in June in co-operation with the
County Council at Ray’s Hall, Southborough, to
serve that avea and the adjacent district of Petts
Wood. A session is held weekly on Friday and re-
places the weekly session '-.\'Ilil.:fl was held on Fii-
days at Princes Plain School Clinic. The County
Council hold a separate session on Thursdays and
there is l‘tttilll‘u(:ﬂ} arrangements between the two
Authorities for mothers to use either Centre.

The Ante-Natal Clinic service has been aug-
wented by an evening clinic held on Tuesdays for
expectant mothers who are in full-time employ-
ment, and also for mothers booked under the Mid-
wifery Scheme for Hospital confinements who
come under this service for Ante-Natal supervision
at the request of the County Hospital.

Tveercvrosis Disrexssry, 2 Park Roap.—No
change.

Vexerear, Diseases axp TrearMENT CENTRES.—
The County Council provides treatment at various
Centres in the County. Efforts were made to
establish a centre in Bromley but difficulty in
obtaining suitable accommodation was encountered.

Venereal diseases are seriously on the increase
and the Government has initiated an intensive
ampalgn by stressing the important and very
essential part that must be played by educational
work to secure the widest possible spread of know-
ledge of the tragic consequences of these diseases.
There are to be inecreased facilities for treatment,
and expansion, if necessary, of arrangements for
treatment, and no part of an area should be more
than ten miles from treatment facilities. One feels,
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however, that this provision is nine miles too far,
especially in the case of the infected person who
1s 1mpervious or unresponsive to education or per-
suasion and, therefore, not likely to exert or
inconvenience themselves by travelling distances.
Procrastination in obtaining any type of health
treatment 1s an all too common failing and con-
stancy in attendauce often fails if distant travell-
ing 1s involved. The very nature of venereal
infections accentuates this failing; war-time con-
ditions of long working hours and defence duties
are other factors which contribute to neglect in
obtaining treatment.,

Treatment provision should be very easily
avallable and, as far as possible, on the gpot.
Suitable institutions are reluctant to open their
doors to V.D. Clinic facilities, as prejudice dies
exceedingly hard, but the attack on this disease
has got to be relentless if we are to grapple with
the problem realistically and with hope of ulti-
mate effectiveness.

As a County District Authority we have no
obligations in regard to the treatment of Venereal
diseases. We are, however, assigned the role of
““ publicity agents ” for local propaganda which
is to be worked out in consultation with the County
Council and in collaboration with the Central
Council for Health Education.

(y) Hospirars, Pustic axp Voruntary.—The Phillips
Memorial (Homapathic) Hospital with 20 beds 15
out of commission for the duration of the war.

Public Health Act, 1936. Section 187/195.

Nursing Homes.—Two Nursing Homes were newly
registered during 1942, and at the end of the year there
were 6 Nursing Homes on the register. They provide
beds for 75 patients. including (a) 31 Maternity and (b)
44 others. During the year one Home ceased business.

Sixteen visits of inspection were carried out by D‘;i
(G. H. Stinson, Assistant Medical Officer of Health, an
no infringements of regulations were reported.
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SECTION B (1I). MATERNITY AND CHILD
WELFARE.
NATAL SERVICES.
Municipal Midwifery Service.

Owing to the considerable inerease in the number of
confinements, a temporary Midwife was engaged, thus
restoring the pre-war complement of 5 Municipal Mid-
wives.

The following comparative statistics for 1942 and
1941 show the general increase in work : —

1042, 1941.
Total number of bookings ... ORI || ER )
divided between :—
1942. 1941.
(¢) Home confinements 812 233
(h) Hospital i 178 + 66
Number of Confinements attended : —
As Midwife ... ey 0ig - 164
As Maternity Nurse O 25

Number of visits by Midwives :—

Ante-natal ... ... 2756 2066
Post-natal ... ... 4690 3128

Domiciliary Medical Practitionér Service.
Number of medical examinations made by doctors:

Ante-natal ... e 106 161
Post-natal ... .. 48 70

Home Helps.

Number of patients engaging home

helps ... e, 186 113
Number of home helps so employed... 87 45

The increased number of confinements led to corres-
ponding increase in the demand for the services of home
felps.  Owing to calls on woman power for National
Service, we found the demand difficult to satisfy and
steps were taken to appoint two whole-time home helps.

Of hthe 87 home helps engaged, 69 took only one case
each, _
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Ante-Natal Clinics.

The work of these clinics has grown owing to the
increased number of confinements and the additional
clinic held on Tuesday evenings.

Number of sessions held el
Number of medical consultations ... |
Number of attendances of patients ... ek, HAIE

Dental Scheme for Nursing and Expectant Mothers.

Mr, J. H. Glen, School Dental Surgeon, has sub-
mitted the following ficures for 1942 : —

Number of sessions held a1
Number of attendances of mothers ... Lt add
Number of patients discharged —treatment
complete . |
Deratns oF TREATMENT.
Attendances for Gas extractions ... L AR
Attendances for local extractions i S
Extractions . 074
Fillings PR
Dentures fitted ... : 92
Attendances for denture work R |

Administration of Midwives Acts, 1902-1936.

Number of midwives practising in the

area at the end of 1942 19
Number of confinements attended ; —
(a) as midwives ... 464
(b) as maternity nurses T
S

Number of cases 1n which medical aid
was summoned during the vear under
section 14(1) Midwives Aect 1918, hy

a midwife for domiciliary eases

49

Maternity Hospital Provision.

The Municipal Midwifery Service provides it
patient treatment by arrangement with the County IT""
pital, Farnhorough. 147 admissions under financi
assistance, including pre-natal cases, during 1942, ot
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stitutes a record number. The chief factors contribu-
ting to the inerease are more births and young wives of
serving men having no established homes, there being
a searcity of home attention during the lying-in period.

In addition to the foregoing figure, the Bromley,
Chislehurst and Distriet Maternity Hospital admitted
325 private patients, and Nursing Homes 161. There
were many non-residents included in these figures of
private patients, :

Of the 325 patients admitted to the Maternity
[Mospital : —

(a) (‘ases delivered by midwives ... e 208
(h) Cases delivered by doctors ... e MY
(¢} Expoctant mothers admitted for treat-
ment SIRRT o SO
No. of cases notified as:—
(a) Puerperal Pyrexia 3

(b) Ophthalmia Neonatorum R
(¢) Pemphigus Neonatorum Rty rp

Number of infant deaths:—

(a) Stillborn R
(6) Within 10 days of birth 2
Number of maternal deaths ... ML

llm.;]{p].m_,"‘ ]"’TRI-}KI.-\.—T CARES Were nntiﬂed during
1942 and all received institutional treatment. There
was no mortality.

POST-NATAL SERVICES.
Health Visitors. Home Visiting.
6,853 home visits were made during 1942—an

merease of ‘1,232 over the figures for 1941.  Having
regard to the large increase in minor ailment treat-
ments at the School Clinies, the additional work in
diphtheria immunisation, and the demands of work to be
done at the Welfare Centres, it is surprising, but never-
theless very commendable, that the Health Visitors have
been able to maintain a high ficure of wvisits. 82 per
tent. of hirths during the year received a primary visit
and an average approximating to 2.4 visits to infants
under one year was accomplished,
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The following is a tabulation of all visits made
during 1942:—

Primary visits under 1 yean AL -
Revisits under 1 year .. 1382
Revisits 1 to 5 years... o S188
Expectant mothers ... RO
School children i
Stillbirth enquiries ... Wrg=gs
Infant death enquiries ... o
Miscellaneous s Sen con:  ORR
5814

“Ineffectual” visits... ... 1039
Tetal ... iy ... 6853

Visits to boarded-out children included

&b-ove 50

Since 1932 record has been kept of the *‘ineffectual”
visit, i.e. cases where parents are not receptive to visits,
“ out 7’ on call, or left district. The following tabula-
tion shows the numbers of primary visits and percentage
in relation to the number of births per year, together
with the ¢* ineffectual > visits and percentage in relation
to total of visits per year.

Percentage
No.of Primary Percentage Total of “Ineffectnal”’ of in-

Year. Births., visits. wvisited. all visits. visits,  effectual
visits.

1932 605 497 S2% 7133 1015 14,
1933 598 495 83% 781 1171 4w
1934 706 631  85% 371 1431 MR
1935 768 630 83% 0683 1647 1I%
1936 780 616 79% 8654 1290 . 19K
1937 T3 653 s4x 8481 1367 A
1938- 782 678 86% 8851 1091  1ZK
1939 835 635 76% 5996 826  14%
1940 770 592 TT% 6799 912 4%
1941 671 452 67% H621 071 11"3:
1942 871 718  B82% 6853 | 10GHTENER

i =

Totals 8154 6597  S0% 84723 12680  16%
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The above figures disclose the maintenance of a
steady average of 80% visitation except, of course, dur-
g 1939/1941 when conditions imposed obvious diffi-
culties.  Throughout the period “ineffectual’’ visits have
kept consistently at 15%, which rather leads one to draw
obvious conclusions that approximately 15% of parents
are indifferent to advice on mothercraft,

The value of personal visits to expectant mothers
and nursing mothers is undeniable. The inculcation of
practical principles in mothercraft in the home by fre-
quent visitation cannot be adequately replaced by alter-
natives such as dissemination of gealth teaching hy
theoretical printed matter or radio. Future planming in
public health visualises the development of the Health
(entre, which may tend to centralise the activities of
the health visitor at treatment and medical inspections
with the doctor. to the ultimate detriment of visitine
time—the individual will be encouraged to atiend centres
and clinies, whieh will be all to the good provided the
personal contact of home visitation is not impaired,

The following is a report of one of the Health Visitors
on her impressions of War-time conditions : —

THE EFFECT OF THE WAR UPON HEALTH
VISITING AND THE HEALTH OF THE CHILD.

Heavrn Visiring,  Distriet work  results  in
additional ineffective visits due to the mother having to
go out early for shopping, and also many mothers find

it essential to undertake oceasional work to supplement
their Services’ allowances. |

The Health Visitor is received better on the district
than hefore the War as most mothers have some question
re milk, vitamins or query about the babe to ask. Pro-
paganda films and Press notices have educated the people
to some extent as to what the public health stands for.

Shortage of general practitioners results in the
mother making more use of the Health Services and
requesting increasing visits by the Health Visitor.

The Diphtheria Immunisation campaign is a big
task for all Hlealth Visitors and is helping to strengthen
the Pulli¢c Health Service,
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Tae WeLFare CextreE. War-time attendance is
good, even during the 1940 ““blitz’’ period. The War, 1
think, is responsible. for the difficulty found in main-
taining breast feeding. The young mother will fail to
attend for test feeds and will not persevere with supple-
mentary feeding. Present day home conditions leave
the mother very little time, if any, to rest; in addition
there is often mental anxiety over husbands who may be
serving over-seas, which ecircumstances combine to re-
sult in an over-tired and nervy condition.

The sale or free issue of fruit juice and cod liver
oil has been disappointing. The mothers attending the
Centre are advised and instructed upon the value of cod
liver oil and vitamins and respond well, but on the dis-
trict T have fonnd a considerable number who will not
take the trouble to collect the oil even on free-coupons.
Mostly the excuse is that the child will not take 1t or
does mot like it, an instance -of bad management and
lack of discipline.

The shortage of certain cereals, bones for soup and
fresh fruits, make the advising upon ‘diet during the
weaning period a difficult problem. Very few mothers
will take the trouble to prepare a good vegetable soup
and the use of proprietary brands is taking the place of
broth. The 7 to 12 months diets are the most difficult
the War has produced.

T Heartn or taE CHiup.—This is good—above
pre-war standard, due to:—
(1) Extension of Ante-Natal Services.

(2) Excellence of Municipal Midwifery Service
for the first 14 days of the infant’s life.

(3) The National Milk and Vitainin Scheme. .
(4) Woolton diet—cutting out of non-essential

foods.

The use of National Dried Milk has solved the
problem when breast feeding fails, with excellent
results.

The War 1s 'I‘Eﬁpﬁnﬂ‘”}]e for p]ﬂin but adequate let
for the 2 to 5 year old, with noticeable decrease it
acidosis.

"~ The food available necessitates carefﬁl preparatim?
and cooking to obtain the full food wvalue, .
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~ The matter of sleep and rest for the.war-time child
15 a_problem, due, I think, to lack of discipline. The
‘noiser'of airveraft 1s also disturbing if sleeping out of
l‘]mﬂ':é | oL Radish miduseaw ¥ CRlllmad s S bl sy

T

" With health also goes the mental and psychologi-
cal effect of War-time, upon the child.. The 3 to 5 year
olds appear more difficult for the mother to manage.
Absence of parental authority tends to make the child
more self-willed or they develop a ‘‘mother’” complex.
The War-time Nursery is in some instances a good
remedy for lack of discipline and ppor home manage-
ment. From observation, I should say the war-time
child is advanced mentally. - He becomes independent at
an earlier age and expends more nervous energy. By 4
cyears of age most toddlers wish to go to school and if
able to attend a nursery class, settle down and are happy
In their’ nursery work.

LI ]

:Welfare Centres, i, " |

- By discontinuing one weekly session at Bromley
Common we have been able to open up a new weekly
session for the area of Southborough, -heldat Ray’s
Hall, Southhorough, on Fridays. B |

-, i Again a 11fi1')u_1;‘e,'ri1,ﬁst be extgnﬂed_ to the voluntary
workers for unfailing and invaluable aid at the Centres.
‘Without this aid the staff would find the stress of

routine at the cenires:overwhelming. .

" The year 1942 rtecords an improvement in atten-
dances which was not to be expected having regard to the

' mcreased employment of mothers on. War work.
. During 1942 a thorough revision of the registers
was ‘made by eliminating ‘many of the non-attenders,
. children’ entering ‘school, and removals. Thus is pre-
sented a’comparable figure with the pre-War year 1938.
~ The following table gives a comparison in figures of

some of the work of the Centres:— .-, B
R U st peige sl e 1043 010415510407 1080 . 1938

"Total No. ‘of babies on the regis- '~ « : -

iy
¥ A

fers EULEAG B AT W Snoiospl' 3885 Z6TL 3300° 29
‘Total attendances ‘of ‘babies at ‘all i AR fga
the Centres -.2'"i:ifi+i%.7% 20071 15089 20433 25003 27105

Total of medical examinations .., 4247 2793 3085 3535 4174
Total number of . weighings .., .., 17974 14583 18353 22599 , 24011
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Child Life Protection.

Fifty routine visits to the homes of foster children
were made by the Health Visitors and no unsatisfactory
conditions were reported entailing formal proceedings.
Clinic Treatment of children under 5 years.

.. Treatments during 1942 : —

Eye Clinic 52 ;
Minor Ailment Clinic: ... FRERRE
Orthopuedie Clinie = bR e I\ o “
Dentan CriNic. = = oo we .
Appointments kept ... .. 111 Number of fillings jtﬂij“;‘- i
No. discharged treatment pleted
completed T LT, Number of extractions
Attendances for extractions completed dent e I
under gas ... .. .. .. 69 Number of dressings com-
Attendances for extractions pleted g 12
local anaesthesia ... ... 14

- War-time Nursery.

. The establishment of a Day Nursery constituted
something of an innovation in this area. The chief
consideration was convenient siting in order to eliminate
unnecessary transport difficulties. A large house ensily
adaptable has advantages over the pre-fabricated build-
ings, specially regarding maintenance of warmth in
winter,

An attractive site was secured in Elmfield Road m!d
a pre-fabricated War-time Nursery was opened
August, 1942. The Nursery was well equipped by the
Ministry of Health and a trained staff appointed. Miss
Florence Horsburgh formally opened the Nursery and
- the Mayor presided.

There is accommodation for 40 children, ranging
‘from 0—5 years and the Nursery is open from 7.0 a.m.
to 7.0 p.m. (except Sunday). To obtain m]_misalpn the
mother must be in full-time work of National impor-
tance. The charge per child is 1s. per day and one
clothing coupon per month is surrendered. :

| At the end of the third week the Nurscrjr was full
and a waiting list of 120 names now exists, B
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A mobile band of voluntary workers merit special
praise for their loyal help and we are indebted to the
War Supply Depot and the Women’s Voluntary Service
for making all the overalls and knickers, and also to the
Light Rescue personnel who provided toys and have
worked many hours in the garden. The Heavy Rescue
personnel built an additional room for storage of beds
and a laundry drying room.

In September the Nursery became a Training Centre
for Nursery Nurses with affiliation to the National
Society of Children’s Nurseries. Four students are now
in training. The Nursery has also been used to train
students of the Bromley Technical School taking the
Ministry of Health Child Care Reserve Course.

. The health of the children has been good. Whoop-
ing cough of a mild character was responsible for ex-
clusion of a few children.

The children enjoyed excellent Christmas arrange-
ments, a Christmas tree being provided by a Father in

the Army and toys were made and given by the girls
of the County School.

Additional Nurseries will be opened in 1943,

High tribute is due to the Matron, Miss F.' E.
Hobbs, for the marked ability with ‘which she has
organised and supervised the Nursery.

SECTION C.
SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA.

. No important developments took place in connection
with the following : — '

Water,
Drainage.
l Public Cleansing—Refuse collection and dis-
: posal.
Cesspools.

Rivers and Streams.

During the year 6 inspections were made and one
t pollution was remedied after informal action,



25

SANITARY INSPECTION OF THE AREA.

" The following tabulation indicates the work carried
out by the Sanitary Inspectors for the year 1942:—

Typ= of No of Inspections Total
Insp*ction On Re- No. of Nulsances & Defects
or Vistk, | Complaint, Routine. visits. Inspectlon. Found., Remedied
Housing e 742 93 2297 3132 861 763
Food Preparing :

Places : 28 2213 72 2313 39 38
Factories, etc. 5 426 64 495 a4 44
Sampling visits

(Food and Drugs, '

etc.) 1 228 12 241x —-- e
Trade premises

(various) ... ... .146 341 256 T43 137 120
Miscellaneous - 3. 509 106 ° 524 59 23
Ministry of Food :

enquiries - = 324 - 324 — -

TOTALS .. 942 4024 ° 2806 7772 1140 988

x 229 samples were taken in connection with these visits.

Notices Issued.

Preliminary—Housing . 439
Others 141
Statutory 2
-
Factories. .
: Written
Factory Premises. Inspections. ‘Nobives.
(a) With mechanical power ... - 2 5
(b) Without mechanical power CT. 1
(¢) Other premises R e R 7
495 13
— =

The number of defects found and subsequently remedied, 44.

Shop Acts, 1912/1936.

Twenty two inspections made and 7 infrir{,r.,vﬂnmff
were found and subsequently remedied through informa
action,
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Smoke Abatement. . A )
" Ten "inspections "were made but conditions - were

satisfactory,

Swimming Baths and Pools.

Four samples were taken from private swimming
pools, two of which were contaminated. Appropriate
steps were taken to remedy the contamination.
Verminous Houses. _ gk |
. Sixty-seven inspections were made and 23 infesta-
~tions were dealt with. 34 additional visits were paid in
connection with disinfestation measures.

The Property Manager reports that cases of bug
wfestation in the Council’s houses have been few during
1942, and such cases have been dealt with by the same
methods as hitherto, g

Rats and Mice Destruction. .
Three hundred and eighty inspections regarding the
Pprevalence of rodents were carried out by the Sanitary
Inspectors. 57 infestations were dealt with in trade
premises and 62.in private dwelling-house properties,
and by the end of 1942, in 26 and 34 instances respec-
. tively, the nuisances had been remedied and remedial
- Mmeasures  were being energetically pursued in the
remaining cases. A g il

Legal Proceedings.

No ' Court proceedings were instituted under the
f!{regmng headings of this section. '

[
h|

SECTION D. HOUSING.

The following details of housing inspection indi-
tates that the Sanitary. Inspectors have been able to
devote considerable attention during 1942 to this very
tportant branch of their duties:— """ ¢ 1

Houses INsPECTED.

iy d T Re-in- " Nuisances and Defects.
Uﬁmp];”nt_ _Rﬂlltl.l']._-lll. Spéﬂt-iﬂnﬂ. ' Total.. - Found. H Remedied. i

142 93 2207 < 3182 861" 763
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Of 835 houses inspected, 746 were 'visited for defects
of sthe -general fabric of the houses and the remainder
concerned over-crowding (8), verminous conditions (23),
dirty conditions (13), water supply (14), earth closets
{l), disinfestation purposes (18), and nexious accumu-
_a,tlit;ns__(,lﬁj.__” P T T PR B

+*“T'wo hundred and sixty-three inquiries and disinfec-
tion arrangements regarding  infectious diseases were
made by the Inspectors. On these occasions the houses
are inspected and steps are taken to'remédy ‘defective
conditions. Such inspections are included in the above
tabulation, « : v R BN T e

= 1 i LI
| : TR | b f 5 B

& '_.'~ e 4 e ey i SR N A RN RS
SECTION E.  INSPECTION 'AND SUPERVISION
' OF FOODS. . ;..:%. e
:The Chief Sanitary Inspector has relinquished the
duties of Enforcement Officer under’ the Regulations of
the Ministry of Food :following. on ‘administration
changes made by the Ministry whereby a full-time
officer has - been appointed. Tﬂiﬁ change in no way
lessens the inspection and supervision .of food to,be
undertaken as statutory duties by. the Sanitary Inspec-
BOTBLaces Touw ol R b Aen el g
Milk Supply. i e
One hundred and twenty-ome inspections of regis-
tered dairy premises were made in 1942 and satisfac-
tory conditions were recorded. Milk was examined in
34 instances in the course of distribution. e
Registrations of dairy and milk shop premises at

the end of 1942 :— :

(1) Premises within the Borough ... 74
" (i1) Premises outside the Borough ... 25

The Milk (Special Designations) Orders 1936-1938.
The Local Authority has issued licences for graded
milk as follows:— . :

# r ® s ] ¥ [
~Pasteuriser’s Licence ... - suw 1
“*“TPealers’ Licences: — e i e
ST Pasteurised ™ milk B R T

““ Tuberculin'**  Tested ‘tilk 25 AL
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Supplementary Licences:—

‘“ Pasteurised ”’ milk PR SRR |
* Tuberculin Tested >’ milk- . ;.. &
Samples taken by the Inspectors and submitted for
examination : — ;
Ordinary milk, bacteriological test ... 18
Graded milk, bacteriological test ... 17
Phosphatase test i Ry

Samples of milk taken under the Food and Drugs
Acts are included in the following tabulation :—

Food and Drugs Acts.

The number of samples taken during 1942 their
[]“E*iﬂ'il-‘ti“ﬂ and results are shown in the following
tables : —

Adulterated
Formal. Informal.  Genuine. lrrrtglcl-.]tﬂrit-}'.

Arrowroot i 1 1 i
Aspirin S 1 1 g
Barley, Pearl — 1 1 e
Barlova = ... —_ 1 1 e
Batter Flour —_ 1 = 1
Boracic Qintment - 1 1 =8
Chocolate Spread 1 1 2 g
Chutney =os 1 1 pe
Cochineal .. — 1 1 S
Ooffeg + . Lot (GREE 1 1 2
Colouring, yellow — 1 1 o
Curry Powder ... —- 9 5 e
Custard Powder,

sweetened SRR L | — 1 —
Drinking Chocolate ... 2 — 2 i
Eeg, Dried cooking.., — 1 1 =
a8,

Substitute powder 1 5 6 5
Inur,

National Wholemeal— 5] 3 B
Flour, Self Raising... — 3 3 G
orcemeat cir aes — 1 1 ah
11'&110]1 loaf pia  ame — 1 .
Fruit Preserving

tablets e — 2 2 i
Ginger Essence... ... — 1 1 5
Ginger Wine Essence “— 1 1 e
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Adultarated
. or

4 Formal, [nformal, Genuine, Trregularity.
Ginger, Ground — 1 -—

Herbal Licorice
Tablets

Jam, Green Tomato. .

Lemun Drinks

Lemon Essence..,

Inme Flavour
Cordial

Macaroni

Margarine, 5peual

Milk
Milk,
National Household
Milk, Unsweetened ...
Milk, Roller skimmed
Mustard ... L
National Bread
Nutmeg, ground
Onion Essence ...
Orange Drinks ... ...
Paste, Chicken, Ham

and Tongue ... .
Paste, Ham & ’lmlfrue
Paqte Meat
Pﬂ.‘itﬂ‘ :

Turkey and Tongue
Peppermint Essence...
Pudding mixture
Raspberry Essence ...
Rice, ground ...
Sausages, beef ...
Sausages, pork ... ..
Sausage meat, beef ...
Sausage meat, pork ...
Semolina ...
Soft drink
Soup powder
Soya Flour
Spaghetti ey
Sulphur Ointment ...
Syrup, Blackecurrant
Table Cream
Tomatoes, tinned
Tonic Wine
Turmeric

ll!l
bl o o

1
1
2
1
1
1
2
7

ca
=1 5D
N

4

30 1 o R

o | 1| ] ] |

i)

1

|H]|HI1!|H114umH!f||

1 T 15 L N e Rt [ I

& 1
l—-i 1—lH| |_-|_.|....|--[ wm!—'—lw1 Ll &= B [l el = I e S :-ll-hil = e D e i —_—

1.
1
1
6
1
2
3
1
1
3
1
1
2
1
1
D
0
D
2
2
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
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J i : : Adulterated
g am e ISIGIAS Ul R Si a6 st Génuiulcl; o Iﬁ'[uuﬁl;:{; ity
ViilGhe T8 S sl s g0 OE ds0. g o
-“-h'“ E*-“:f].'Eélt *-_"r“:; ; e q-!_';__l X BT "'.1}"'-*.'_!:!--11.*‘3',_;"-‘; o)
Yorkshire Pudding _
Mixture ¢ 5 (P 2 B b Labuih g

Zinc Qintment ... .., -2t .8 . 2 —sumik
LIGE SO P g T )
S woR s JO0C T REE L
. The following tabluation. details the adul.teratiﬂus_

or 1rregularities and action taken, -

— E

S L B

drticle; ..~ Formal.
ot Informal,

d.g' ul teration or
Irregularity.

A-cfr:&u
taken.

Beef : :

sausages. . Formal.
Beef sausage

meat, Formal.
Milk. "/ Formal.
Milk, ‘ Formal.
Milk. *%  Formal.
Milk, ‘i, ', Informal.
Milk. % = Informial’

Beef sausage-

meat. * Informal,

- - & "
oo N T

Mustard. -,

- Malt
vinegar. Informal.

= Informal.
@ -11- -

PR i
i & Lhli S
wd T A oF

HE 4 FE o L ;
" il

F_.II r"'.l

i"l_eat and

" Contained * 23,59 - &

g o oy
BN E 1

Contained 302.2 parts

of sulphur diuxige. '

Contained 70.53% of
total meat

Contained 5433{, of
totdl meat . ...

Contained 59.49 of
tofdl meat
.-.!-.. :l:

Contained 6.7% of

. added, jwater
Conlained - 18.59,

added' water
Contained 25.5% of
added water o
Contained 9.89, of
added water®

Contained ' 10.4% of
added water

« Contained 371.2 par'l;.z'.

“of sulphur dioxide

C R

per million

Contained 1?,5%- of
added 4 r.ﬂmll‘ 1k,

" cessive rwater ¢ -+ 3

,-I"p- : .:. X # ¥ :. :.j

o P
cRd 13
T R

el gt B T e b

L

Other Foods. = *+' ‘[

-
L B

I L L

14k liﬁﬁn

Vendor canticned. '+
These samples Eant.;'a-,
vened the Ministry of

Food Order 62, 1941,
which limits meat

contenlt of sausages to

45%. Warnings - were
issued by the Food
Control = Commitfee
mncerneﬂ_ Ll 2 Sy
In. connection
next two samples on

delivery. e SN
Fined ics, | £2,6s. 0d.
Fined £5;-'|..

Taken on delivery in .
connection with above
-two uarhplgg,.r;~l_-_ AR

Preservative discon- |

tinued after purchase,
Trader's attention
drawn to failure to
exhibit notice.

Sold as a mixture—no
contravention.
Vineégar purchased

~outside this area, by

a customer for pick-
which 'showed
mould, growth. District

concerned - hotified. '/ .

" 'The following is & tabulation ‘of inspection ‘of food

Surrendered

as-unfit for human food which was either

with

G 193

L

3
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directed to be destroyed, salvaged for animal food, or
for soap making. Certain quantities were recommended,
io be rendered fit by treatment for human consumption 3

-y #4,00. Approximate)
Article of Food. ! < Quantity, = weight (in 1bs.)
Eggs Sae B i e - TR . byarnid 186 R
Canned meat ... .... .., 964 tins - 1214
Canned milk - oo ® - 159 tins 1713
Canned fruit ... ... ... 9271 fins 1082

Canned fish.: ..:: %0 ... 5366 $ins -siiweile: 18K
Canned vegetables ... ... 3537 ting-ni «o v delly W

Canned sundry... ... ... 55 tins RSN, |||
Fiah. o b e hed e J2BT bR et REETOREE
Meat AR TR | g | e
Fats—Margarine, lard ... . 68 lbs. BB
Meat (cooked)::.. ... ‘v 104 dbsii b faviee f  10SGHS
TR LB e R, S L R e 1207 v
L e e SR CRMIRRI DAL R0 SO U Rl
Vegetables NCTIERCY. 453
Prat e s i eadve e S8-hba; 308
Wlgme e g A oL 12 b 1023
Barley, Pesrl: 1. v el 34 1bs. 34
Ciats, Rolled .. .00 ..o ' ins 23 sacks 2576
Rice Giitens oo i atered ATATBAY v it LT
Semolima ™ "™ 2 O - w367 1bas - 367

Spaphebll s e TOO AbaL: - R 100 il
Custard Powder . ... ...... 178 lbs. T 178

Blandmange ' vivi. i ov 0 TOIb8 ' guac e o 100G
Cheese s b st L A TR 123 -
R T e e AU - LR 109 =
Jam, Marmalade ... ... . 122 tins, jars -, 225 i
Coffee beans . .;.. ..., ...t 284 1bs. £3
Coffee et el 8 7204 cartonia 31813 Joed
Miscellaneous . ... ...' - 88:1bs. renkal  (SENE

Total, 16,801
1'-.'-'“. P id w1 - el k Ay fon iy —-—-———-,:-Ini‘,'“*
_(Total? T tons, 10 cwis., 0 qrs., 1 1h.) st

3
win

-

SECTION F. PREVALENCE OF AND CONTROL
OVER INFECTIOUS DISEASE '« AND' OTHER
DISEASES e D - Tig SpOY T -;rj!':"'

 Tabulation of cases of infectious disease nutiﬁ'ﬁ"ﬂ- REST
with' Age Groups, during 1942 (civilians only) s inva st
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One of the features of the Health statistics of the
past year has been the comparatively low incidence of
the common types of infectious diseases and, apart from
scarlet fever, measles and whooping cough, the number
of cases would have been almost negligible.

Scarlet Fever.

One hundred and four cases were notified in 1942,
producing an incidence rate of 2.06 per thousand civilian
population. There was no mortality. Of the 104 cases,
81 were admitted to hospital and equivalent to 78% com-
pared with 77% for the previous year. The following
tabulation shows the number of children in families in
which cases occurred, and how the cases were disposed
of, from which one may draw the conclusion that more
cases might well have been isolated for home treatment
without detriment to the control of spread infection.

It is noteworthy that cui of 23 home nursed cases
only one secondary case arose, and out of 81 hospital
cases there were 8 ‘‘ return cases.”

Home Nursed Cases. Cases admitted to Hospital.
Becondary :
No.. casesarising No. “ Return Casas”
; ~ therefrom. :
1 child in fampily ... ... 8 ° — 22 ke
2 children in family ... 10 1 25 2
3 children in family ... 3 - 12 2
4 children in family ... 1 — 1- 2
5 children in family ... — —_ 2 i
8 children in family ... — - 3 2
g children in family ... — = 2 =
Adult cases with mno
children in family ... — —- |- SR =
Adult cases with one
child in family o - 2 =
Adult cases with five .
‘children in family ... — — 1 =
Tobal . ... B A 81 8
Diphtheria. : :

Fifteen cases were notified during 1942 compared
with 31 in 1941. One case died. .

Much publicity has been carried out in this area to
stimulate the need for immunisation and the Health
Visitors have. in accordance with the wish of the Mnis-
try.of Health, concentrated on making special visits 0
inquiry ‘at the addresses of all children between 1 and
5 years of age who have not been immunised,
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‘<. Notwithstanding “extensive: propaganda’ undertaken
by the Government throughout the country, together
with local efforts, iwe, still encounter. many . parents who
appear_to_be indifferent about protection for their, chil-
dren against diphtheria, and a few are_definitely in
gpposition,. .. onafa Eregs | po e e

'fﬁerébrblsliaiﬁ&l Fever. .. = Rty SR e
i Out-of 3-cases notified, 2 patients died. (both were
mmles—'—ages 32 and 16).- - PPN OV W e

Local outbreaks 6f this serious infection are liable
“to be facilitated by overcrowding, especially in sleeping
quarters ‘in“cold weather with insufficient ventilation,
Proper’ attention to the general rules of hygiene, par-
ticularly “in regard to fresh air, affords a good general
Préventive ‘measure of protection. Jets

Other Diseases. . |
- One hundred and twenty-one cases of measles and

95 of whooping cough constituted a normal annual inei-
dence of these diseases for the area. '

2 All the 7 cases of Puerperal Pyrexia notified were
treated in hospital and no mortality occurred. *

Tubei’culnsis. oo | “p
The recordings. in t,f]lte.:register during__ 1942 are as

Jol lf}]\'ﬂ.:::.-..;_.....

T T sy . S ST

= e Hespim.:!ary. Other forms  Total No,

et oy et Mite Female Male Female of cases.
i VTS 3 e 8 | : .
“On register 1.11942 - . 206 184 76 87 552
New’ cases-notified ... ... i, 3 23 6 4 64
:_ﬂuml:er Pf cases m:ﬁiﬂg to . - : : Wiy e
- knowledge after death e R 3 2 1. -8
Tnwarg transfors .1 .. = 13 8 1 - g
~ oy R N e ok
~-Dela¢iutisﬁdeatha, removals & , W
' and recovery. .... .. o8 22 5 B be 0B

“On Tegister at 31.12.42 .. IRl T R 591
N T o e e el 4._,&.1_“_‘!‘"‘“‘#*5@“?
2 .+ The a]}pv_é'f_'t{ir}j'ler'ﬂ'isiz_lﬁsﬁs a net inerease of 39 cases
at-the end of 1942 over ;he;.tr}tal for the previous year,
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The - total. number. of  cases gives .a :case rate-of 11.7
patients per;1,000 population, ./t joamainenid wii o

£« The 8 cases diagnosed after’death as sufféring from
tuberculosis gives a ratio of 1 in' 9 of new cases notified.
This' 15 ‘an unusually high-ratio for the areaj 8 were
cases of tubercular meningitis diagnosed affer ' 'death,
one of which had first been notified, as cerebro-spinal
meningitis; 2 were new residents in ‘the ‘area ‘and- their

revious medical history unknown; 92.cases died in hos-
pital out of the area, and 1 case of ‘generalised T.B.an
an_infant diagnosed after death in hespital. . ¢ . i

" The following table of incidence rates. of new.cases
and death rates compare over the past ten.yearsi-—uiy
fon  seswinl MNew cases—Inecidence i o) paffifaiisl s ;ri'l"il
: "Rates per 1000 population., . .4 i, Death Rates. ..
; Respiratory. , Other forms.: Respiratory..Other forms.
1933 1.01 . 0.25 - 0.12

=
=

1934 1.4 0.2 0.2'&:%_:‘::' : Djl_i{]
1935 e T 0.3 o
9t pgis s s iogigani b g GES CHRESS
el e T vl gL
1938 0.8 sfight nensepiguennl v g OB
1939 0.9 s Q1 T o 200047 0.05
1940 0.8 A2 on b LG 0.07
1941 1.3 0.2 0.6 0.08
1942 .} | 0.2 0.4 izl 0ds
i ~ "' New Cases and Mortality, 1942, © " .1
New cases notified or otherwise revealed. x - + - Deaths:< =
e e S A T I Tl - T o ~ Non Res-
i 40 4Rem s e Respirdtors, ! [V;pinntoq____ﬁgquﬂtﬁ-_,_ﬂﬂb_ﬁ
evaiis. . N.. ¥ _k ¥ oK k. B
Dader 1 %7... —ai; = e - o R e o L
S TR ¥ 1 2 1 ;.H-l"-?—r.;.:«;l'-l"* 1
T el BRI MR g8 4 1.5, anske meibalvdin ot
[ % CRMPPRSRING (IR Roey s 1 .ohlands Somal
3545 e eemgpe o o e e e B 6 = =
P L e
56—65 i 2 1 2bwon)  2alel st
65 and “‘Tf? T T Y 0 s i e 1
23 Tobaly .0 ... 3 % B .. 5-% T e15na0Ee
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Public Health (Prevention of Tuberculosis) Regulations,
1925. Public Health Act, 1936, Section 172.

No action was necessary under these enactments

ﬂul'ing 1942,

SECTION G. OTHER SERVICES SUPERVISED BY
THE HEALTH DEPARTMENT.

Diseases of Animals.

Number of movement licences received 53
Animals concerned—pigs e 432

Swine Fever.

Seven cases of suspected Swine Fever occurred,
which were unconfirmed. The prescribed precantions
were put into operation in each case.

Registries for Female Domestic Servants.
Retail Market.
.. There are no special comments to make in connection
with the above.
Petroleum Acts.

Total number of licences issued : —

(a) for Petroleum Spirit AR )
(b) for Carbide of Calcium ... ST S
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INTRODUCTION.

The work of the School Medical Service has con-
tinued at its pre-War level in spite of the many diffi-
culties associated with War-time. The attendances at
the various clinies have, in fact, been in excess of the
previous years but it is noted that the response to treat-
ment appears to be longer. This may be due to war
conditions, or it may indicate the lack of home care and
the tendency of the parent to place the entire responsi-
bility upon local elinics. There is mno L-onc?usive
evidence that there is lowered resistance to infection of
the school child or of lack of recuperative power of
the patient. The nutrition of the school child shows no
sign of deterioration; in fact, the general impression is
one of increased well being, mainly, in my view, due
to the establishment of school meals and the provision
of a well-balanced diet both at school and, indirectly,
through the control of food by the Ministry of Food.
There is, however, a theoretical deficiency of Vitamin C
especially in the winter months but there is, as yet no
evidence of the result of this deficiency. The provision
of milk in school shows a tendency to increase, but there
are cases where the mid-morning provision tends to
destroy the appetite of the child for the mid-day meal.

The increase in child delinquency or of maladjust-
ments is noted, especially in the younger age group of
1012 years. This coincides with the lessening of
parental control, with the father on War service and the
nother, in many cases, on work of National importance.
The extension of play centres and of organisations for
direction of the activities of the child of 10—12 would
appear to be desirable and necessary i1f we are to comhat
and prevent this increase in the maladjusted child.

At certain periods, especially following continuous
raiding, a deterioration of cleanliness has been noted—
coinciding with this is the increase of skin diseases.
This lack of cleanliness is mainly due to overcrowding
and to shelter life, and, in some isolated cases, to
shortage of water supply following raiding and also.
perhaps, due to the short supply of soap. The * sul.
merged tenth ' have had a greater opportunity to

exercise their neglect and a reasonable execuse for such
neglect,
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An increase in the skin diseases common to the
school child is to be noted, especially in those conditions
allied to urticaria. Scabies has shown periodie prevalence
but at no period uncontrolled. The following-up of the
family affected has shown the wisdom of the treatment
of contacts and has been the reason for satisfactory con-
trol within reasonable limits.

At this stage of war it is difficult to assess the re-
sisting power of the young child to any possible wide-
spread epidemic, and it may be that although national
signs inrﬂcate a healthy and happy young population,
this resistance may be a weak one should a virulent
fection arise. such as was experienced at the end of the

war 1914 /18,

This introduction to the report would be incomplete
without a word of praise and appreciation of the work
of the Doctors, Nurses and administrative staff, during
the vears of stress. Tt is their daily routine work which
they have carried out in spite of War-time difficulties.
that has brought the good results shown in the text of
this report. I am also indebted to_the Chief Fducation
Officer, Mr. G. P. T.. Syms, for his help and co-opera-
tion in submitting matters affecting this report and his
very helpful action in promoting an efficient School
Medical Service.

SUMMARY OF STATISTICS.

Number of children on the School Roells 5.145

Number of individual children who
attended the Medical Clinies:—

(a) North Cliniec v R L
(b) South Clinie e 1280
2 355
Number of individual children medi-
cally examined at Schools ... e TG

Total number of medical examinations
at the Clinics:—

(a) North Clinie o 904
(b) South hme 2 995
(¢) Special Clinies ... 785

6,004
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Number of attendances for treatment by
the School Nurses: —

(a) North Clinic e TR0
(b) South Clinic R 1 |

12,980

Number of attendances of Elementary

School children for treatment at the
Dental Clinics 5 . 5,080

Number of attendances under other Den-
tal Schemes ... M T
Number of treatments at the Eye Clinic 534
Number of spectacles prescribed 192

Number of attendances at the Ortho-

peedic Clinic:—

(a) for consultations ... i o

(b) for treatments, massage... 3,460
3,762

Number of attendauces for U.V.R. Clinics : —

(a) North Clinic ... 1,649
(b) South Clinic eie . ADET
2,666

Staff.

Particulars of staff are included at the commence-
ment of this Report,

Co-ordination.

Complete co-ordination exists between the School
Medical Service and the General Public Health Services.
Thus is achieved continuous health supervision of the
child from eradle to school-leaving age.

Hygiene of Schools,

This heading refers to the hygienic standard and
conditions of school premises. No improvements were
undertaken during 1942.

. To attempt to educate the child in personal hygiene
1.an environment of antiquity and dilapidation, whicl

fear are characteristics of some of our older schools, is
%0 much time wasted. These schools have outlived their
Wsefulness and should be scheduled in the period of re-
tonstruction for replacement by buildings possessing the
necessary hygienic environment,
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SECTION A. MEDICAL INSPECTIONS.

T'he total number of routine medical inspections at
schools : —

(a) Entrants ... e iR
(b) Second Age Group S
(¢) Third Age Group... .er D16
(d) Other routine inspections ... 60

1,453

i, (T

In addition to the above figure there were 5,219
special medical inspections and re-inspections at the
School Clinics.

Findings at Medical Inspections.

Malnutrition and Cleanliness.

Dr. G. H. Stinson, Assistant School Medical
Officer, reporting on her findings during the ﬁear
under review, expresses the view that the sc ool
children of 5 to 15 years need more in the way of
vitamins, etc., than are at present available for them.
Much is done for mothers and babies and their
condition generally is good. Dr. Stinson finds that
skin troubles, wurticaria, sepsis °‘ pink '’ eye, al}ll
many other conditions are frequent in the schuu! ﬂlll}-
dren, which she feels may be due to lack of essentials
diet. Dr. Stinson does mnot think that the giving of
milk in the middle of the morning fulfils the require-
ments, and feels, in fact, that children would eat a
better dinner at moon had they not had milk at play-
time. She favours the giving of more milk in the home
so that plenty is available at breakfast with_pﬂrndgﬁ
and other foods; at present very little is available for
drinking and other meals. Cold milk is difficult for
some children to digest and cold milk given in winter
time is a point needing consideration.

Dr. Stinson refers to pediculosis and scabies as
- having given trouble during the year and there remain
a few cases, recurrent usually, due mostly to lack o
parental co-operation.

Dr. Arnold Orgler reports very favourably on the
standard of physique of the children and of the
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eliciency of the services provided by the local Authority.
His comments are of speeial interest as we have here the
viewpoint of a man, not only highly experienced in the
medical care of children, but of ‘a newcomer to our
services,

The following table classifies the nutrition of chil-
dren inspected during the past four years in the routine
school inspections : —

Nutrition Standard.

Clildren examined at routine inspections.

1942, 1941. 1940. 1939,
Excellent e ae.  6.68 7.63 8.36 9.38
Normal il ot e SR 84.25 83.75 78.47
Sub-normal e e 919 8.03 7.76 10.03
Bad e e e R 0.08 013 212

Medical Defects.

. The following table summarises briefly the defects
discovered at routine and special inspections : —

Routine Inspections  Special Inspections

Defeet or Disease requiring requiring
of : Treat- Obser- Treat- Dbs:ar-
ment. vation. ment, vation.
Skin e 1 679 4
Eves iy N '3 122 5
| R S 76 185 5
Nose and Throat ... 16 99 355 4
Defective Speech — o = 1
Heart ey ER e a i 10 4 8
Lungs (non T.B.) ... 1 T 143 4
Tubere-Pulm, . — —_ R e
non-Pulm. —- s — !
Nervous system 2 1 20 1
Deformities . 56 3 64 1
Miscellaneous .40 12 844 87

l sl
’é:‘
5
z

[
|

|
|
|
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SECTION B. TREATMENT.
The number of treatments for minor atlments dur-
ing 1942 : —

Skin diseases B i
Minor eye defects RERL
Minor ear defects e 128
Miscellaneous o
. 1,686 ;

Total number of attendances of chil- :
dren at the Clinics for treatment

by the School Nurses ... 12,880

F—_-.-

A noteworthy feature of the above figures is the
very high number of atliendances for treatment. In
addition to the usual treatment at Clinics funetioning at
the North and South Clinics, it has been found ex-
pedient to give some addi tmml treatment facilities at
Haves and “Burnt Ash and in a large measure this
accounts for the increased attendance. Hitherto many
treatments were carried out in the home with the co-
operation of the mothers but, with many women engaged
on National work of one kind or annther. home treat-
ments become perfunctory, or are not given at all. Thus,
1n many cases it 1s in ﬂlE‘ interests of the children to
carry the treatment right through at the Clinies
especially in those cases of skin diseases which are stub-
born in yielding to treatment and mneed prolonged
attention.

Eye Clinic.
Statistics for the year 1942 : —

Number of sessions held during 1942 ... 64
Number of children dealt with for errors

of refraction . 044
Number of other defects or diseases of

the eyes treated ... oo 290

Number of spectacles prescribed - and

obtained T
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Mr. R. H. Rushton reports as follows : —

Acting in place of my colleague, Major Eriec Lyle,
I have continued, since the outbreak of war, to hold the
I've Clinics as usual on Wednesday mornings and alter-
nate Friday afternoons.

During the past year 344 children were dealt with
for errors of refraction and 190 were treated for other
defects or diseases of the eyes. As compared with pre-
war years this shows a proportional increase in the num-
ber of eye diseases treated, none of which, however, has
Leen at all serious. Most of the latter cases are treated
at the Bromley North Clinic whilst the more severe are
admitted for in-patient treatment under my care at the
Bromley Hospital. All necessary operations are also
carried out at the hospital.

Many of the eye troubles seen are indirectly attri-
butable to the war. One case of early keratomalacia
occurred. This was due to Vitamin A deficiency and
responded immediately to treatment with Cod Liver Oil.
Other children complained of symptoms of eye strain
with no demonstrable defect in the eyes and a few mild
cases of hysterical blinduness were seen. Shelter life in
the blitz period two years ago was, I am afraid, harmful
to many of the short-sighted children owing to reading
in a bad light and in a eramped position.

The incidence of squint is still rather high in Brom-
ley, as elsewhere. Most cases develop between three and
four years of age. Barly treatment is essential, there-
fore it is very satisfactory being able to see these cases
at the Clinic under the treatment scheme for children
under five years. The treatment of squint is particu-
larly satisfactory in Bromley owing to our having the
Orthoptic Department, which is very ably conducted by
Miss hinstemﬁ

In conclusion I should like to thank the permanent
and voluntary staffs of the Clinic for their efficient work
and T am also very grateful to all at the hospital for their
co-operation.

(Sgd.) R. H. RUSHTON, »M.r.c.s., T“H:.C.I‘.
Ear, Nose and Throat Clinic.

Specialist Consultative Service and operative treat-
ment for tonsils and adenoids at the School Clinic is
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still in abeyance. Xor various throat conditions, 21
cases have been treated at the Clinc.
Orthopzdic Clinic.

Statistics of this Clinic, with its ancillary services
of massage and remedial exercises for 1942 :—

Number of children treated at the Clinic ... T0
Number of attendances for consultations ... ~o08
Number of attendances for massage, treatment,

ete. : i ... o460

Number of attendances for Ultra Violet Ra
and Infra-red Ray treatment :—
(a) North Clinic ... 1649
(b) South Clinic was, AT
Number of cases admitted to Royal National
Orthopaedic Hospital for in-patient treat-
ment 5

Tabulation of new cases seen by the Orthopeedie
Surgeon, 1942 :—

1. Congenital defects... ... 11 7. Flat Feet e e S

2. Birth Injuries i 8. Infantile Paralysis ... 3
3. Rickety Deformilies 8 9, Sequelae of Acute

4. Knock-Knees (non- _ Fevers cins kR ARGONEE

rickety) . . w. 4 °10. Fractures B

5. Postural Defects of the 11. Tuberculosis—jpints ... =

Spine iy S i 12. Other bone diseases ... —

6. Structural Curvature of 13. Osteomyelitis e

Spine . wui .. B Not classified et

Orthopzedic Clinic Report for the Year 1942.

During the past year there has been a satisfactory
attendance at the Orthopwmdic Clinic, although on
account of such measures as evacuation of children ai
the unavoidable cutting down of the surgeon’s visits
once a month, the number of consultation visits has
dropped by about 50% compared with pre-War figures;
however, the number of attendances for treatment has
actually risen by a third.

It is encouraging to unote that the number of cases
admitted to Stammore for treatment has been low—only
5-_which is due in no small measure to the early obser-
vation of disabilities and deformities at the Welfare
and School Clinies and to the efficiency of the treatment
carried out at the orthopwedic clinic by the masseuse,

Miss Dodge.
(Sgd.) J. H. CHOLMELEY, F,R.C-S:
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DENTAL SERVICES.

Mr, James H. Glen, School Dental Surgeon, reports
for 1942 as follows ; —

I have pleasure in submitting to you a report of the
work done by the staff of the Dental Clinic during the
vear 1942,

In the appended tables I have given the customary
comparison with the figures for the previous year, 1941,
but I must point out that it is a misleading comparison
because the work during that year was upset both by the
resignation of Mr. Latham and by more active enemy
intervention. The figures do show, however, the pos-
sibilities of the Dental Schemes and the direction in

which they can be expanded.

It will be noticed that, although the Head Teachers
of the Secondary Schools were notified in June that no
further cases could be accepted unless they were very
urgent ones, the total attendance of their scholars has
been almost as large as in 1941,

This exclusion of Higher Education scholars and a
few other adjustments in the routine, has made it pos-
sible for us to complete the inspection of all the scholars
attending the Elementary Schools. The scholars who
were absent during the inspection at the School were
later invited to attend either of the Clinies so that only
about 8% of the total school population have missed a
dental inspection this year and some of these were seen
as *“‘ Specials.” This summer has shown that approxi-
mately 70% of the children required some form of dental
treatment and approximately 73% actually received
treatment,

I am indebted to the Head Teachers for their co-
operation and suggestions, the several voluntary helpers
Who have assisted us from time to time, and particularly
to my attendant. who has made possible a big improve-
ment in the routine work by accepting all the additional
labour of making appointments, etc., that was pre-
Viously done in the Health Department,

(Sgd.) J. H. GLEN, r.p.s.
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STATISTICAL REPORT OF THE VARIOUS
DENTAL SCHEMES.

Grrand total (all schemes), 1041, 1942,
Appointments kept = ... e 4792 6200
Number discharged = ... 1819 2645
Attendances for Gas Extractions ... ... 1489 1311
Attendances for Local Extractions ... o - AOT 216
Attendances for Denture Work ... oy A 109
Attendances for Orthodontics 698
Attendances for Other Operations ... ... .. 750 863
Number of Fillings ... & ... 1896 2085
Number of Extractionss ... ¢ .. 5., 366 4272
Number of dentures fitted ... 69 55
Number of sessions employed im0 ey 551

%

(a) Evementary Cminpren—See Board of Education
table.

-

(b) Rerort oF THE MatreErstry axn Cuinp WELFARE
DexTAL ScHEME. '

Mothers.

Appointments kept ... .. 429 383
Number discharged ... .. .. .. e 150 81
Attendances for Gas Extractions ... Saa 1 g o AR 92
Attendances for Local Extractions . . 54 38
Number of Extractions " v~ BB 574
Number of Fillings 29 85
Number of Dentures fitted ... 69 52
Attendances for Denture Work 179 69
Number of Sessions devoted 69 48
(¢) WELFar: CHILDREN,

Appointments kept 161 111
Number discharged Sy 92 9
Attendances for Gas Extractions .. 78 69
Attendances for Local Extractions 4 14
Number of Fillings 23 55
Number of Extractions 248 141
Number of Dressings 7 12
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(d) Covsry, CoMmercian, Arr axp Oreer Hicuer
Evvearion Scuoors.

Appointments kept ... ese. - 5D 646
Number discharged FERCRRU S . 216
Attendances for Gas Extractions ... 84 106
Attendances for Local Extractions 41 25
Number of Bilings 1030 oo trp it o ol 424
Number of Extractions ... . 160 257
Orthodontic Attendances 44
Scaling and Gum Treatment Attandances 76

REPORT FOR THE BOARD OF EDUCATION—1942

1. Number of children inspected by the School Dental Officer.
(a) Routine ﬁge Groups inspected :—

—— e ———

 dge B &S e W 8 Bon on
I'\umbei mspected 493 Eﬂﬂ 494 41’3 #BB 555 455 437 457 3[}4
~‘Total .. - 4642
1941. 1942,
(b) Special cases Wl e OOT 335
(¢) Total number of children mspected

(Routine and special) . wat = man DL 4977

2. Number of children found to requirﬁ treat-
ment i ... 1673 3264
3. Number of children actually treated o 1385 2403
4. Total attendances for treatment ... ... 3638 5050

Half-days devoted to :—

(a) Inspections 18
(b) Treatmemt .. ... . are bt A 55

= 8

|

Total . 57

=

|

467
——
6. Number of fillings completed in :—
(a) Permanent Teeth ... 1108
(b) Temporary Teeth .. .. .. o 182 370
1280
——

Total ...
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7. " Number of Extracltions :—

(a) Permanent Teeth ... S - | 1411

(b) Temporary Teeth .. o i T 1899

Total ... e S0T8 3310

[ —— —

8. Administration of General Anaesthetics ... 1212 1123
9. Other operations—individual cases treated... 701

(a) Orthodontic cases (i) completed
(ii) under treatment ...

(b) Crowns and Inlays ... 14

s

(c) Space retaining appliances 4
(d) Scaling and Gum treatment - : 503
(e} Temporary Teeth 252
Xotal ... .. T 84
e -l

SECTION C.

Infectious Disease,

The following is a summary of infectious disease
returns from Head Teachers during 1942 :—

Diphtheria 2 A s RN
Scarlet Fever ... o ol
Measles B
German Measles 4
Whooping Cough o .
Mumps o
Chicken Pox ... IO

Other ... R -

The time is long overdue when Head Teachers might
be relieved of making these returns as far as notifiable
infectious disease is concerned. The returns never agree
with the actual figures of notifications received by the
Medical Officer of Health from doctors, and cannot be
expected to do so, and in any case, all cases and contacts
of notifiable disease affecting schools are notified to Head
Teachers by the Department. The routine of making
these returns was probably imposed as a duty in order
to disclose the unnotified case, hut we have no instance
in_the records over a long period of years of such cases
being disclosed and thus the routine makes no tangible
contribution towards the control of infectious disease,
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Returns of non-notifiable diseases might be retained
as a routine, as to some extent they wive a pointer to the
incidence of such diseases in the area.

During 1942 mumps and chicken-pox were respon-
sible for some loss of school time, but scabies, 1mpetigo
and other skin infections, which do not ficure at all in
the above returns and which involved no less than 597
mdividual treatments at the clinies alone, were respon-
sible for much loss of school time. :

OPEN AIR EDUCATION.

There is nothing to report on this matter except in
so far as it is linked with physical education, which is
very adequately dealt with in the statement of the Dis-
trict Organisers of Physical Education as follows : —

STATEMENT ON PHYSICAL EDUCATION FOR
THE YEAR ENDED 31st DECEMBER, 1942.

Gexeran. The year has been marked by important
changes in the character and scope of the duties of the
Organisers of Physical Education in this area. Hither-
to, these duties had been limited to the oreanisation and
development of this subject in the elementary schools of
Beckenham, Bromley, Erith, Gravesend and Penge, and
mcluded the training of teachers and the supervision of
physical exercises, organised games and swimming, etc.

With the introduction of the Government’s Scheme
of Youth Service, however, the demands for the develop-
ment of Physical Training and Recreation in Youth
Clubs and pre-Service training unmits, ete., had become
S0 urgent that it was considered advisable to review the
terms and conditions of the Organisers’ appointment,
with the object of extending these services into this new
field of development.

Thus, as from the 1st February, 1942, under a newly
constituted Joint Committee representing the Becken-
ham, Bromley and Penge and the County Higher
Fducation Committees the following additional duties
were incorporated in the terms of reference governing
the organisers’ appointment : — -

(a) The promotion and organisation of Physical
Training and Recreative Physical Training
classes and Games for adolescents and adulls,



(h)

(d)

b1

meluding the development of such activities in
(Md Scholars’ Associations, Clubs and other
organisations for young people. ¥
Visiting hy arrangement Clubs and Recreative
Centres for the purpose of giving advice on
Recreative Physical Training and Games.

The conduct of such courses in Physical Train-
ing for teachers and youth leaders as may, from
time to time, be decided upon,

Such other assistance with the development of

- Physical Training in Further Education as may

be required from time to time by the Principals
for Further FEducation, and Women Heads
responsible for girls’ and women’s work,

It will be sufficient, for the purpose of this state-
ment, merely to refer to the more obvious advantages of
these new arrangements:—

(1) By making the services of the Organisers avail-

()

(3)

able to all sections of the public of whatever age,
it now hecomes possible to create a wider local
interest in the subject such as is bound to react
favourably on the work in the schools.

An important gap in the continuity of arrange-
ments for the physical education of young people
is now closed, and a closer linkage established
between the school and post-school population.
Under a single administrative scheme of this
kind, the most advantageous use can he made of
all available facilities—accommodation teach-
ing staff, ete.—without prejndice to sectional
interests.

Paysicar. Epvéation 18 ErLEMENTARY ScHOOTS.
Although the requirements of youth and adult work have
made considerable demands upon the services of the
oreanisers during this first vear of operation of the new
scheme, the needs of the elementary schools have by no
means been neglected.

(a) Physical Exercises. The Education Committee.

recognising that the provision of plimsolls 18
indispensable to the maintenance of standards m
physical exercises, have again heen able, hy pur-
chasing from rapidly depleting national storks,
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to ensure that no child shall be deprived of the
benefits of exercise from lack of suitable foot-
wear. This alone has been of immense impor-
tance in preventing what must otherwise have
resulted in a serious diminishing of the subject’s
values to the children, for with the increasing
difficulties of staffing and equipment, the main-
tenance of efficient standards in physical train-
ing in the schools to-day has become a matter
of great concern,

Additional facilities for the accommodation
of this subject have been provided for the pupils
of Burnt Ash School by the renting of the
Rangefield Mission Hall, and for those of the
Parish School by the provision of a small but
~useful hall as part of the school’s reconstruction
scheme.

The revival of inter-house physical train-
ing competitions in many senior and junior
schools has given a pleasing stimulus to the
work.

(b) Organised Games. Arrangements for regular
weekly visits to playing fields have been con-
tinued throughout the year, the Education Com-
mittee being indebted to the Prinecipal of the
Bishop Otter Training College for the use of the
college ground by pupils of the Parish and St.
Mary’s Plaistow Schools. Appreciation is also
due to the Committee’s groundsmen who, under
the direction of the Recreation Grounds Superin-
tendent, have maintained the school playing
fields in good condition under trying difficulties,

(¢) Swimming. Tt is regretted that it has not been
" possible to restore our pre-War arrangements
for schools’ - swimming instruction. Lack of
shelter accommodation and the heavy seasonal
demands of the general public on the use of the
town’s open air bath are the immediate causes.

(d) School Clubs. The problem of juvenile delin-
quency and the desirability of establishing some
link between the school and youth clubs, have
suggested a meed for giving children some
experience of club life while they are still at
school,
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The Education Committee, with the co-opera-
tion of Head Teachers have therefore adopted
the experiment of offering certain additional
facilities for social and recreational activities
amongst children in their last year at school.

The experiment has already proved popular
in the schools and with the continued develop-
ment of the scheme, it may be anticipated that
much good will result.

Teacuers’ Crasses. Owing to staffing difficulties
it has not been found practicable to resume local
arrangements for the special further training of teachers
during school hours, such as for several years had been
productive of such good results in our elementary
schools. The need for Refresher Courses is so urgent,
however, that as a temporary war-time expedient it has
been necessary to comsider the alternative of evening
classes of a less specialised nature, arrangements for
which have already been made for the coming year.

GEO. H. ATKINSON.
F. M. BENTLEY.
District Organisers of Physical Education.

Provision of Meals.

~ In addition to the school canteens already function-
ing at the end of 1941, six more were opened during
1942. Thus, at the end of 1942 ten out of twelve
elementary schools in the Borough were equipped with
canteens as follows : —

Valley Council School.

Raglan Road Council School.
Aylesbury Road Council School.
Burnt Ash Council School.

Princes Plain Council School.
Hayes Council School,

Southborough Council School.
Parish Church of England School.
St. Joseph’s Roman Catholic School.
Keston Church of England School.

Children attending Bickley and Widmore Church of
England Schools continued to obtain their meals from
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the County School for Girls, and Plaistow St. Mary's
School continued to use the canteens at St. Joseph’s or
Parish Schools, as desired.

Alterations were in progress at the close of the year
for extending the canteen kitchen at Raglan Road
School to meet inereasing demands.

During the year no less than 293,017 scholars’ meals
were served in the schools, Early in the year, owing to
increase in prices of foodstuffs, it was necessary to
advance the cost of meals to scholars to 5d. The income
scale for assisted cases has been under review, but no
alteration was made before the end of the year. |

At the time of writing, the Board has urged through
Circular 1629, an #ccelerated programme for the expan-
sion of the school meals service until the Government’s
objective of school meals available for at least T5% of
the children throughout the country has been reached.
The aim is to secure reasonable precautions for the
children against nutritional dangers arising out of the
war, planned on a basis to meet their needs for health,
growth and energy. 1 believe the local facilities pro-
Eﬂerh have closely approached the standard urged by the

oard.

Milk in Schools. -

The average number of children receiving milk
reached 77.02% in 1942, and a return submitted to the
Eum-d in the latter part of the year gave the following

gures : —

Number of children receiving milk.  One-third Two-thirds
pint. pint.
(a) For full payment e 1,80l 1,420
(b) At half-price ... 6 30
(c) Free T2 84

(The charge for one-third pint remains unchanged at id.)
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SECTION D.
Exceptional Children in the Area.

Residentinl Special Day Elumentary Kot at

Sehools. Hedools, HSehools. School.
Blind s H
Partially sighted —
DPeaf e

Partially deaf ... —
Mentally Defective 9
Epileptic Children—
Physically

Defective R it b

—

m—
—
—_—
—_

A8 S
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Nursery Schools.

At the request of the Ministry of Labour and under
arrangements approved by the Board of Education, the
Education Committee will extend the Nursery Class al
Burnt Ash Infants Council School to accommodate 40
children under 5 years of age instead of 25 as at present
and will establish two Play Centres, one at Burnt Ash
and the other at Raglan Road Council Schools.

The extended Nursery Class and the Centres are for
the children of women war workers only, and are for the
purpose of accommodating the children of mothers
already in employment and those who would undertake
employment if they were relieved of the care of their
children during the day. ;

The Class and Centres will be open from 7 a.m. to
7 pom. (7 am. to 1 p.m. Saturdays) and -breakfast,
dinner and tea will be provided.

Secondary Schools.

The demands on our services from the Higher
Education scholars continues to make extra calls on the
staff. The pressure on the Dental Staff will be ameli-
orated when the additional DPental Surgeon is appointed
under the new scheme of increased dental facilities.

Parents’ Payments.
Health Education.
Special Enquiries.

No noteworthy change requires to be reported under
the .above-mentioned headings,
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SECTION E.
Occupation Centre for the Mentally Defective.
Closure due to war conditions is still in operation.

Employment of Children and Young Persons.

The School Medical Officers examined 87 childven in
connection with employment as follows : —

South Area. Boys 40. Unfit—Boys 3
Girls 3. - Girls 1
North Area. Boys 35.
Girls 5.

Boot Club Committee.

The Boot Club operates in 14 of the 20 School
Departments and there are at present 800 contributing
members. The annual expenditure for vouchers issued
exceeds £500. :

During 1942 there were 1299 vouchers issued for
boots and shoes. The increasing activities of the Boot
Clubs is shown by the following figures : —

Vouchers issued. Expenditure.

1837-8 ... e, £120 3 2
1938-39 ... AR £01 7 6
1942 ... 1208 £520 16 0

Great credit is due to all those who work this scheme
voluntarily. The provision ‘of adequate footwear for
necessitous cases is of inestimable value to the children
from the health point of view and especially in these
times of rationing,

Bromley Children’s Care Committee.

War circumstances have circumscribed the normal
activities of the Care Committee, as the very valuable
assistance given in peace-time is now covered by the
Government Schemes, e.g. milk, fruit juices and cod
liver oil distribution, also school meals. ~Extra nourish-
ment for necessitous cases dispensed by the Committee in
Past years 1s, of course, limited by rationing restrictions.
The Honorary Secretary, Miss M. A. Isard, has, how-
ever, been ever ready to assist if occasion arose.

SECTION F.

Appendix of Statistical Table.

The full statistical tables of the Board of Education
are not reproduced here but have been compiled and are
available in the records of the Department. Extracts
only appear under the appropriate headings in this
Report, e







