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To the Mayor, Aldermen and Councillors of the Borough.
Mg. MAYOR, LADIES AND GGENTLEMEN,

I have the honour to submit the Annual Report on the Health
of the Borough for 1952. This Report has been compiled in the
following five chapters, four with a statistical appendix, in which
the figures relating to the funections of the Public Health Depart-
ment have been collected together acecording to the relevant
services.

Chapter I VITAL STATISTICS, Page 4 Statistical
Appendix A, Pages 5—11

II GENERAL HEALTH SERVICES, Pages
12—15 Statistical Appendix B, Page 16

n

- III INFECTIOUS DISEASES, Page 17,
Statistical Appendix C, Pages 18—24

LV ENVIRONMENTAL HYGIENE, FOOD AND
WATER, HOUSBING, FACTORIES, ETC,,
Pages 25—33. Statistical Appendix D,
Pages 34—45.

Lt

Vv ADMINISTRATION OF THE DEPART-
MENT AND STAFF, Page 46.
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- CHAPTER L

VITAL STATISTICS.

1. The population of the Borough in mid-1952 was estimated
by the Registrar General to be 130,100 and whilst this is consider-
ably below 131,369 the preliminary census figure for 1951 it
probably represents the most aceurate figure attainable. It is an
interesting observation that the population of Wembley and
Kingsbury recorded in the census of 1931 was some 65,799, an
inter-census inerease of 99.7%. Wembley remains the fifth largest
County District in Middlesex, those greater, aceording to popula-
tion, being Harrow, Ealing, Willesden and Hendon,

2, In 1952 there were recorded 1,521 live births, giving a
birth rate of 11.69 per thousand of the estimated population. The
number of deaths was 1,204 giving a crude death rate of 9.235 per
thousand. When the comparability factor (1.16) is applied the
standardised death rate becomes 10.73, a decrease on last year’s
figure and below the mational rate of 113 per thousand of the
population,

3. - The infantile mortality rate of 24,33 showed a slight
rise over the figure of 1951 but is still below the national rate
for England and Wales yet it demands some attention,  Pre-
maturity of birth and congenital malformation are the main causes
of death in very young infants and an emergeney unit is main-
tained at the Edgware General Hospital which ean be called to the
house when a premature birth oeeurs to give immediate and
skilled attention prior to removal if necessary to hospital.

4. During the vear there was no death from maternal causes
and T am content to draw attention to the Maternal Mortality
Rate of nil.




STATISTICAL APPENDIX A.

CERTAIN VITAL STATISTICS, 1952

from figures supplied by Registrar-General.
(Some comparative 1951 figures within brackets.)

Population Total 130,100
Live Births.
Male. Female, Total. ;, Live birth rate
Legitimate ... 775 694 1,469 | Pper 1,000 esti-
(1,452) mated popula-
tion ... 1169
Illegitimate .. 27 25 52 (11.41)
(40)
Stillbirths.
Legitimate ... 18 0 27 Rate per 1,000
(40) total (live and
still) births
Illegitimate ... — — — 17.45 (26.74)
(1) Stillbirth rate
per 1,000 esti-
mated popula-
tion .. 0.21
(0,31)
Deaths i s 626 a78 1,204 Death rate per
(1,224) 1,000 estimated
population —
Crude
rate .. 0.20
(9.36)
Adjusted by Area Comparability Standardised
Factor of Registrar General 1.16 rate .. 10.73
(10.86)
Infantile Mortality.
Deaths of infants under one year of age:—
Meale. Female. Total.,
Legitimate ... 21 11 32
(33) | 38
34
lllegitimate ... 1 2 6 (o)
(1)

Death rate of infants under one vear of age:—

All infants per 1,000 live births

bamame amem—

24.33 {"2 i9)

Legitimate infants per 1,000 legitimate live births 21.78 (22.73)
Illegitimate infants per 1,000 live illegitimate
births g — e = SR TiT I i 11540 (25.00)






Causes of Deaths during the Year.

1958,
Causes of Death. Male. Female, Total,
1. Tuberculosis, respiratory ... .. _. 15 3 18
2. Tubereulosis, other HECURN ar U PAY 4 i
3. Syphilitic disease TR S R 5 3
4. Diphtheria e s i s g e
9. Whooping Cough . e LR, ok S T
6. Meningococeal infections e T s o 1
7. Acute poliomyelitis . g i 1 2
8. Measles i e e=s iy ol — =
9. Other infective and parasitic diseases .. 1 2
10. Malignant neoplasm, stomach .. 21 33
11. Malignant neoplasm, lung, bronchus .. 45 50
12. Malignant neoplasm, breast  __. g — 23
13. Malignant neoplasm, uterus  _. 2 —_ 15
14. Other Malignant & Lymphatie neoplasms 58 124
15. Leukaemia, aleukaemia Tt = 3 [
16, Diabetes i = SR LT 2 3
17. Vascular lesions of nervous system .. 47 . 147
18. Coronary disease, angina WU ) | 182
19. Hypertension with heart disease Iy 10 30
20. Other heart disease o 5y as 38 131
21. Other ecirculatory disease e s 38 T
o SR e e N (P S e 2 =
23. Pneumonia s RS ) Mo 21 43
24, Bronehitis s e — s 40 G4
25. Other diseases of respiratory system .. 9 12
26. Uleer of stomach and duodenum 9 10
27. Qastritis, enteritis and diarrhea L G 9
28. Nephritis and nephrosis Lf — 9 15
29. Hyperplasia of prostate .. ..  _. 11 11
30. Pregnanecy, childbirth, abortion o = —
L punganital malformations kg TS [l 10
32. Other defined and ill-defined diseases ... 3l 101
33. Motor vehicle aceidents .. AR LIS 4 4
34. All other accidents s s ks 18 28
35. Buicide @ . e paliienl S Iy 6 13
36. Homicide and operations of war o — 1
ALL CAUSES i oo we 026 1,204










Infantile Mortality.

Deaths from stated eauses at various ages under one year.

=
Cause of death (ex- < B i o e 2
trasted from weekly o 2 2 2 2 2 H 4 F ahk
returns of loeal Begis- * 3 3 3 =8 8§ 8 8§ § @~
trars,and frominward — & E E =E = g # a5
transfers of Registrar- 3 = o =+ ~ SN T e R 4T
General). Rl e L L o
B - @ o, BH - ®m v o B
Prematority ... .. 1 =— =— — 7 —_ = = = T
Congenital
malformations 9 — — — ] — — 1 — 10
Pneumonia .. .. —_ = - —_— —— —
Broncho-Pneumonia,.,., — — 1 — 1 3 - = - 4
Haemorrhagie
Pneumonia 1 — — — —_— = = = 1
Atelectasia .. .. 8 — — = 8 —_— — — = 8
Cerebral haemorrhage 1 — — — —_ = = = 1
Asphyxia due to in-
halation of vomit — — — 1 1 — 1 — — 2
Asphyxia due to in-
halation of mueus
due to inattention
at birth e ] — - - 1 _— — — — 1
(erebral Anoxaemia
following opera-
tion for Meconium
Tleus g o 1l — — — 1 —_— — — = 1
20 2 — 1 1 a3l aJ 1 1 — 36
Infantile Mortality, 1948-1852.
Year. Wembley. England & Wales.
1948 o [ 21.97 34
1949 E e 21.75 32
1950 B o T, 17.01 20.8
1951 i Sl it : 22.70 29.6
1952 iy 24,33 27.6

Infantile mortality during last five years (10,355 live births,
228 deaths under one year): 22.02
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CHAPTER IIL

GENERAL HEALTH SERVICES.

1. HOSPITALS. The whole of Wembley lies within the area
of the North West Metropolitan Regional Hospital Board but
hospitals accepting the sick are administered by two Hospital
Management Committees, the Central Middlesex Group Hospital
Management Committee and the Hendon Group Hospital Manage-
ment Committee, the two major general hospitals being the Central
Middlesex Hospital and the Edgware General Hospital.

The Wemhiey. Hospital and the Kingsbury Maternity Hospital
are situated in the Borough and these hospitals are under the
control of the Governors of Charing Cross Hospital.

Infectious diseases are normally accepted at the Neasden
Hospital or, in case of neeessity, at the Hendon Isolation Hospital.

Cases of mental deficiency and mental disease are catered
for at Shenley and Napsbury Hospitals.

Arrangements made for the admission of tuberculous patients
to a variety of hospitals through the three Chest Clinies serving
the area.

A list of hospitals is ineluded:—
Central Middlesex Hospital, Aeton Lane, N.W.10.
(ELGar 5733.)

Edgware General Hospital, Edgware, Middlesex.
(EDGware 8181.)

Wembley Hospital, Fairview Avenue, Wembley, Middlesex.
(WEMbley 3136.)

Kingsbury Maternity Hospital, Honeypot Lane, Kings-
bury, N.-W.9. (COLindale 6309.)

Neasden Hospital, Brentfield Road, Neasden, N.W.10.
(WILlesden 2117.)

Hendon Isolation Hospital, Goldsmith Avenue, Hendon,
N.W.9, (COLindale 8182.)

Willesden Chest Clinie, Pound Lane, Willesden, N.W.10.
(WILlesden 6254.)

Harrow Chest Clinie, 199, Station Road, Harrow, Middle-
sex. (HARrow 1075.)

Edgware Chest Clinie, Edgware General Hospital, Edg-
ware, Middlesex. (EDGware 3406.)
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Day MNurseries.

Carlyon Road, Alperton, Wembley.
Telephone No.: PERivale 1990,

55, Ealing Road, Wembley.
Telephone No.: WEMbley 3418.

Princes Avenue, Kingsbury, N.W.9.
Telephone No.: COLindale 4456,

Vale Farm, Watford Road, Sudbury, Wembley.
Telephone No.: ARNold 3162.

Domestic Help.

Provided on medical certificate in cases of sickness or maternity
by application to the Area Health Office: 215, Chevening Road,
N.W.6.

Immunisation and Vaccination.

By application to National Health Service praectitioners who have
entered the Scheme, or by arrangement with the Area Medical
Officer: 215, Chevening Road, N.W.6.

Telephone No.: LADbroke 2411.

Midwifery and Home Nursing.
Nurses’ Homes.
Wembley: Superintendent Nurse—642, Harrow Road, Wembley.
Telephone No.: WEMbley 0114.

Kingsbury: via 215, Chevening Road, N.W.6.
Telephone No.: LADbroke 2411.

School Health Service.
Clinies at all the Child Health Clinies.

4. VERMINOUS CONDITIONS. Only 6 cases, 4 adults and
9 school children were referred to Kensington Medicinal Baths for
treatment more intensive than eould be given at the Clinies or in
the homes. The generalisation remains true that infestation is
scarcely a Public Health problem in Wembley. The response of
the mothers to the adviee given through the School Health Services

is most gratifying.
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CHAPTER III.
INFECTIOUS DISEASES.

1. SERVICES PROVIDED, Notification, investigation,
pamphlets issued on the various infectious diseases, exclusion
from school of patients and contacts, advice re milk handlers—
Disinfection — Hospitalisation generally at Hendon Isolation
Hospital or Neasden Hospital, re puerperal pyrexia and ophthal-
mia neonatorum, Emergency Bed Service, re poliomyelitis at Royal
National Orthopmdic Hospital, re smallpox at Joyce Green
Hospital, Dartford — Notification of tuberculosis — Weekly and
quarterly returns to the Registrar General and County Medical
Officer — Authentication of travellers’ inoculation state — Food
poisoning notification and investigation — Scabies, arrangements
with Royal Borough of Kensington — Complete bacteriological ser-
vice available at Central Public Health Laboratory, Colindale,
outfits distributed from Public Health Department — anti-toxin
available, diphtheria.

2. There is little to note in this Section for the year, as the
absence of any unusual infectious disease and the lack of any
major outbreak of notifiable disease have not occasioned serious
concern during the year. The incidence of common infections of
infaney varies slightly from time to time and the figures in the
statistical appendix indicate that the experience in 1952 was not
unusual or in any way adverse.

An interesting outbreak of disease occurred in the family of an
importer of tropical birds. The husband was taken suddenly ill
with extreme exhaustion and collapse accompanied by feverish
symptoms and headache; he later devoloped bronchitis. His wife
made application for a home help to assist with the domestic work
and the patient was taken to hospital at the end of a week.
Information was volunteered that many of the birds recently
imported by this man had died and others were sick requiring
the constant attention of his wife. It seemed possible that the
patient was suffering from Psittacosis, a disease transmitted from
the parrot species to humans, and a full bacteriological investiga-
tion was undertaken but results were inconclusive.

Some six days later the wife collapsed and suffered with
severe headache and disturbance of vision. Investigations again
were not absolutely conclusive but it appears that both were
infected by the imported birds. Similar incidents have been
reported in other parts of the country and the Parrots (Prohibi-
tion of Import) (Revoeation) Regulations, 1951, which allowed the
importation of parrots was repealed and replaced by the Parrots
and Miscellaneous Birds (Prohibition of Importation) Order, 1953,
thus avoiding the possibility of introducing infected birds into
the country.

3. The supervision of contacts landing from ship or aeroplane

called for routine surveillance of 8 persons regarding smallpox and
Nil persons regarding typhoid fever. Constant vigilance must be
exercised on persons arriving from infeeted foreign areas and this
supervision must be given with diseretion and understanding.
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Monthly incidence of the Infectious Diseases.

b E . F %
By B B = = & B
. & HeE R, 5 Byd B B o
Disease. E % = En b E %, & E" “E z % g
R A 48 &7 » 4 @ © & A H
Scarlet fever .. 15 31 39 16 21 23 15 7 6 15 12 19 219
Diphtheria —— — — = = = = = = = = = -
Pneumonia =10 14 12 & 8 4 8 & & 4 5 821 88
Erysipelas . 1 — 4 3 3 } 1 1 3-8 18
Dysentery e 3 & 8 1 8 — 1 28 1 — 1 — @}
Measles .. 1 5 86 77 46 67 56 38 4 42 295 544 1231
Whoopingeough 10 14 7 14 9 17 9 38 38 2 9 16 113
Paratyphoid fever— — — — — — ] — — — — — 1
Poliomyelitis:—
Paralytie .. — — — =— — — — 3 3 — 1
Non-Paralytic — — — — — — 1 1 —_— = =
Encephalitis:—
Infective L L | e i mem
Post-Infeetious — — — — — = — — —= — — - -
Meningoeoccal
infeetiopn —m — — — — — 1 — — — — =— 1
Food poisoning.. — — — — — 1 1 — — 2 — 1 5]

Winter Respiratory Diseases (October—Mareh).

Notifications Death certifi-

of primary ~ cates in which
pneumonia and acute respiratory diseases
influenzal-pneumonia. mentioned.
1948-49 . i 97 123
19040-50 .. .. 7 76
1950-51 e s 73 171
1951-52 . "a 45 99
1952-53 75 210

R
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Consultations regarding infectious disease, between the Medical
Officer of Health and the local Medical Profession continued
whereby the comsiderable experience of the department is placed
at the disposal of residents.

Non-notifiable Infectious Diseases in School Children.

Information obtained from the head teachers:—

e e
B & 4 5 8§49 £
Disease. S E % o & B Big: 8 g r
g 283 a3 ngE 2k
S madm s g3 gc B
Chicken-pox ... 108 75101 25 11 21 14 — 14 43 54 11 472
Mumps - 17 48 60 27 42 26 30 — — 1 3 1 280
German measles 1 7 85 35 84 47 20 — 1 — 1 2 o83
Tuberoulosis.
No. of Notifications.
Pulmonary. Non-pulmonary.
Male. Female. Male. Female,
Under one year ... .. — — — —
1 to 4 years __. __ 2 -—_ — -
9 to 14 yvears .. o 1 3 —_ —
15 to 24 years .. .. 9 10 1 2
25 to 34 years .. . 13 11 — 3
35 to 44 years _._. .. 9 3 —_ -_—
45 to 54 years .. .. 13 2 — 1
55 to 64 years .. .. 13 3 1 2
65 and over A 3 2 — —
Totals ... 63 36 2 8

—
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No. of Deaths.

Pulmonary. Non-pulmonary.

Male.

Female. Male. Female,

Under one Year ... ...
1lto 4 yearm .0 ..
5 to 14 years . ...
15 to 24 years .. ot
25 to 34 years .. ..
35 to 44 years ...
45 to 64 years .. .-
55 to 64 years ... ..

65 and over Sk

T

Totals

lEl-t-qmmn-||||

No. admitted to hospitals
or Sanatoria:

o

@ s —
1 -_— 1

1 1 -—

s ] e

2 = 5

i 2 1

No. discharged from hospitals
or Sanatoria:

103

During the year 101 cases removed from register. At 31st
December 1,011 names remained on register—912 pulmonary and 99

non-pulmonary.

Of 28 deaths from tuberculosis, 6 not notified during life

(21.43%).

Food Poisoning Outbreaks.

There was one outbreak of food poisoning involving 17 cases,
all of which were mild and of transient duration,









CHAFPTER IV.

ENVIRONMENTAL HYGIENE, FOOD AND WATER,
HOUSING, FACTORIES, ETC.

1. SERVICES PROVIDED, Ascertainment, investigation
and abatement of nuisances—Scrutiny re sewers and drains—
Sanitary circumstances of special premises (Public Houses,
Cinemas, Dance Halls) — Co-ordination regarding Local Land
Charges, ete., registers—Supervision of food, ascertainment and
condemnation of unfit food — Routine periodiec examination of
publie water supplies—Middlesex County Couneil Aet, 1950, regis-
tration of hawkers of food and premises—Registration under Milk
and Dairies Acts—Supervision under Milk (Special Designations)
Regulations—Housing, overerowding, disrepair, ascertainment and
action thereon—Ascertainment and supervision of movable dwell-
ings under Middlesex County Council Aet—>Supervision of domestic
refuse bins—Factories and workplaces and outworkers, supervision
regarding smoke — Noise and dust nuisances — Supervision of
petroleum storage—Prevention of Damage by Pests Act, 1948, ascer-
iainment of infestations and dealing therewith, pamphlet available
regarding poisoning, trapping, rat proofing—Supervision under
Hydrogen Cyanide (Fumigation of Buildings) Regulations, 1931
—Cleansing of verminous premises, pamphlets distributed on the
protection against house flies, the destruction of ants and the
destruetion of wasps — Use of D.D.T, preparations — Borough bye-
laws relevant to Sanitary Inspectors, Good rule and government
and prevention of nuisances, Nuisances, Offensive trades, S8laughter-
houses, Ventilation and lighting of stables, Building byelaws,
Public sanitary conveniences, Removal of offensive matter, ete.,
through the streets, Removal of house refuse.

2. ATMOSPHERIC POLLUTION. The fog which persisted
over the Greater London Area from the 5th to the 8th December
afforded a very sharp reminder of the dangers of atmospherie
pollution and of the economic losses which follow in its train.

Deaths in the Greater London Area rose sharply round about
this period and is clearly.shown by the following figures:—

Week ended November 1st o R} 1,511 deaths.
Week ended November 8th s s 1,593 deaths.
Week ended November 15th il s 1,565 deaths.
Week ended November 22nd o hdl 1,699 deaths.
Week ended November 29th Uk s 1,902 deaths.
Week ended December 6th i deE 2,063 deaths.
Week ended December 13th R Lodide 4,703 deaths,
Week ended December 20th St tag 3,138 deaths.

Week ended Deecember 27th i G 2,234 deaths.
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Against the figure of 4,703 deaths for the week ending Decem-
ber 13th the figure for the corresponding week of 1951 was 1,852

New sickness elaims under National Insurance for London
and Middlesex show a similar rise to a peak figure as also do the
applications for hospital beds under the Emergency Bed Serviee.
This inerease in applications for hospital beds was mainly due to
the inereased incidence of respiratory and cardiac disorders.

Animal health also suffered during the same period and prize
ecattle at the Smithfield Show died or had to be slaughtered, and
it is significant that those animals which survived made a marked
recovery as soon as the fog dispersed.

Plant life too, according to the Direetor of the Royal Botanic
(tardens at Kew, was adversely affected.

Apart from these direct losses there were the more indirect
ones which arose from traffic delays, damage and soiling of busi-
ness stock and the additional eleansing of premises and furnish-
ings which became necessary.

A combination of factors was responsible for the fog. An
antieyelonic or high pressure system had established itself over
London aecompanied by very ealm conditions, At the same time
there was a temperature inversion—i.e., the ecomparatively ecold
air at ground and low levels was overlaid by a belt of warmer air
at higher levels, with the result that the smoke and moisture
laden air was unable to disperse.

Mueh still remains to be accomplished towards the attainment
of eleaner air and the National Smoke Abatement Society, of
which the Couneil are corporate members, has not only been a
pioneer in its efforts in this direction but has constantly striven
to this end.

More and more smokeless sources of heat and power are re-
quired, eg., gas and electricity ; more smokeless solid fuels,
particularly coke, produced by the low temperature earbonization
process whieh is more easily ignited in existing domestic grates;
more efficient appliances for consuming the fuels available.
Other requisites inelude the requirement of prior approval for
heating installations in new industrial and commercial buildings;
the establishment of more smokeless zones; more widespread train-
ing of stokers in the efficient and smokeless firing of boilers and
furnaces; the change-over from steam railway locomotives to some
aother smokeless form of traetion.

A standard grit deposit gange was installed in 1952 in order
that measurements could be taken in collaboration with the

26
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adjoining Borough of Willesden. This gauge is in an industrial
area in proximity to a power station and the total solids per
month deposited and expressed in tons per square mile were:—

March — . 3088 Aungust .. .. 2041
April e e 20,88 September — 21.73
May NOAR et . Qetober . .. 21.04
June — - 20O November —— 88.33
July BTN, | ¥ December — 2861

It would have afforded an interesting comparison had it been
possible to install an additional gauge in a non-industrial part of
the Borough to aet as a “ control.”

(onsiderable efforts have continued to be made in the
Borough towards the elimination of smoke from industrial plant.

3. FOOD HYGIENE. Conditions in food premises have con-
tinued to improve, due no doubt to a variety of reasons — the
constant drive by personal approach and the persuasive powers
of the staff of the Publiec Health Department; the continued
activities of the Wembley Clean Food Association; possibly the
easing of the position with regard to the issue of building licences;
and last, but by no means least, the willingness of the more
enlightened traders to effect improvements without pressure from
offieial or other sources.

The Council decided to provide official printed notices to
those traders willing to exhibit them with regard to dogs in food
shops, and the Wembley Clean Food Association decided to pro-
vide their members with their own design of similar notices but
signed by the Medieal Officer of Health with the full approval
of the Couneil,

4. FOOD AND DRUGS (MILK, DAIRIES AND ARTI-
FICTAL CREAM) ACT, 1950; THE MILK AND DAIRIES
REGULATIONS, 1949; THE MILK (SPECIAL DESIGNATION)
(RAW MILK) REGULATIONS, 1949 and 1950; THE MILK
(SPECIAL DESIGNATION) (PASTEURISED AND STERILISED
MILK) REGULATIONS, 1949 and 1950; THE MILK (SPECIAL
DESIGNATION) (SPECIFIED AREAS) ORDER, 195l

This legislation was fully operative in the Borough for the
whole of 1952 with the result that all milk sold in the area was
designated milk, the bulk of it being pasteurised or sterilised.

No aetion was found to be necessary under Regulation 20 of
the Milk and Dairies Regulations (relating to disease com-
munieable to man by consumption of milk),
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During 1952, 149 licences fo sell designated milk were
issuned by the Council.

5. BLAUGHTERHOUSES. There were no slaughterhouses in
use during the year, although one renewal of licence was granted.
A good deal of publicity has been given to the subject of the
slaughter of horses and the matter has been raised on more than
one oceasion in the House of Commons, but no horse slaughtering
on licensed premises has been carried on in Wembley for a great
many years nor have any licences for knackers’ yards been issued.

6. INDUSTRIAL NUISANCES. The Council have econ-
tinued to be concerned with problems arising under this heading,
particularly from noise and vibration and, although some progress
has been made, industry does not remain static and the installa-
tion of new tools and plant and the application of new methods
bring fresh problems in their train. A ecase in point has been
the installation of a powerful new air eompressor with ancillary
plant which, despite great efforts on the part of the owners, con-
tinues to give rise to complaints from loeal residemts. Expert
advice was obtained by the Company concerned and ameliorative
steps taken included the provision of double glazed windows to
the building housing the machine, the bricking up of a double
doorway, the enclosing of certain plant by a brickwork structure,
alterations and improvements to the sileneing equipment on the
air intake plant, alterations to the electriec driving motor to over-
come whine. Production requires that this compressor should run
for a considerable number of hours at a stretch so that the resi-
dents have no respite during the night or at week-ends. As the
Ministry of Local Government and Planning had allowed the
Company to go ahead with the installation of the plant following
an appeal against the loeal authority’s deeision, the Couneil
decided to refer the matter to the Ministry, where at the time of
the compilation of this report the matter rests.

Another type of problem has arisen in a different part of the
district where a number of small light engineering factories are
in close proximity to residential buildings. There are, however,
fundamental differences in these cases in that the factories do not
work at night and many of the noises are intermittent or
transitory. Many approaches have been made to the faetory
managements concerned, with some benefit but there was a
tendeney for some noisy processes to recur, such as metal fettling
or grinding in the open air, and the noisy handling of tubular
metal in an open air compound, In one case the hardeming pro-
cess of metal gave rise to complaints of fumes and noise and the
Company decided to abandon this process after representations had
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been made to them. Other ameliorative measures effected
include:—the reduction in working pressure of an air COmMpressor,
the elimination of fumes from a gas heated degreasing tank, the
provision of rubber tyred wheels to a metal trolley, the lagging
of a eyclone extraction plant to reduce noise.

The foregoing observations are in no way intended to be
exhaustive as details have been set out in previous reports but
they are indicative of the problems to be faced.

Generally speaking, factory managements are prepared to
meet the situation provided remedies can be applied at reasonable
cost, which is as far as the law administered by the loeal authority
goes, but experience has shown that even with the best expert
advice it has not always been possible to obtain the desired
results. :

7. WATER SUPPLY. The water supply of the Borough,
which is provided by the Colne Valley Water Co., except for a
small area in the southern end of the district supplied by the
Rickmansworth and Uxbridge Valley Water Co., remained satis-
factory in quality and quantity. The supply is pumped from
deep wells in the chalk outside the Borough boundaries. All of
the samples taken from piped supplies were reported as satis-
factory.

No tendency to plumbo solvent action has been detected.

All dwelling houses in the Borough are provided with a mains
water supply. :

There are a number of private wells in the Borough all in
conneetion with industrial undertakings, but in no instance is the
water from these sources used for drinking.

8. SWIMMING POOLS. I am indebted to the Borough
Engineer and Surveyor for the following observations concerning
the Corporation’s outdoor Swimming Pools:—

“As a result of recommendations by the Medieal Officer of
Health the Council installed “ breakpoint” or superchlorination
equipment in the Vale Farm and Kingsbury Swimming Pools
immediately prior to the 1951 season. After two seasons of
practical experience in operation of this breakpoint " system of
chlorination, it is possible to.report excellent results. It is now
possible to maintain sparkling clear water, bacteriologically satis-
factory at all times, even during times of high bathing load.

“ As a result of the new system of chlorination the two Swim-
ming Pools in the Borough have been brought into line with the
latest developments in public health practice and control, and the
risk of contracting infection at the Pools is negligible.”
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The attendances at the Pools during the year were:—
Kingsbury e A )R N 181,779
Vale Farm, Wembley e e A R

9, SEWERAGE AND DRAINAGE. No new developments
have taken place in conmection with sewerage during the year,
but the Couneil are anxious to proceed with relief works for over-
coming flooding from sewers which periodically occurs in times
of heavy rainfall and have submitted schemes to the appropriate
Ministry for approval, which it is hoped will be forthcoming, The
carrying out of these schemes at an early date would afford great
solace to those long-suffering residents who have frequently ex-
perienced the unpleasant effects of flooding, and would indirectly
lead to some improvement of the condition of the River Brent.

Some loeal authorities have experienced greal anxiety con-
cerning inadequacy of their sewage disposal works, but Wembley
with its neighbours must be regarded as fortunate in that the
sewage from the Borough and adjoining areas is received into
the West Middlesex trunk sewers and thence conveyed to the
modern purifieation works at Mogden, This provision in Middlesex
overcame the necessity for discharging large volumes of sewage
works effluents into the River Brent.

One cesspool receiving the drainage from a church hall has
been abolished, the drains having been connected to the main
drainage scheme. This leaves three cesspools in the district, all of
which receive drainage from sports pavilions.

All dwellinghouses are provided with water closets connected
to the Counecil’s sewers.

10. RIVERS AND STREAMS. The contours of the district
are such that the whole of the “run off” of surface water
ultimately finds its way into the River Brent which flows roughly
from north-east to south-west on the easterly side of the Borough
and which for a considerable distance forms the boundary with
the adjoining Borough of Willesden. There are a number of
streams in the Borough which form tributaries to the Brent, the
principal one being the Wealdstone Brook which commences in
the adjoining distriet of Harrow. The Welsh Harp Reservoir also
feeds the River Brent, and the Reservoir in turn is fed by streams
higher up in Hendon and other districts. At its lower end the
Brent enters the Borough of Ealing.

Following the passing of the Rivers (Prevention of Pollution)
Aect, 1951, more intensive efforts have been made not only by the
Middlesex County Council who are the Rivers Authority under the
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Act but also by the distriet authorities concerned, to improve
the condition of the River Brent, for the Aet places ecertain
responsibilities upon loeal authorities in connection with pollution
arising from the discharge of sewers. Needless to say the only
sewers in the Borough discharging direet to rivers are surface
water sewers,

A conference of officers of loeal authorities whose distriets
drain into the River Brent was called by the Ealing Corporation
in 1952 with the objeet of concerted efforts being made by the
various authorities concerned to bring about improved conditions
in the river. Already some improvement has been noted and on
occasions small fish have been observed, but the chances are that
they have been fortuitously introdueed with possibly a short
period of survival, One of the greatest causes of pollution is
oil and it is difficult to see how this can be overcome when it is
remembered that road washings contain a considerable quantity
of oil and a little oil is capable of spreading over a large area
of water. If the first flush of storm water from roads and
paved areas which would contain most of the oil and detritus could
be diverted to the soil sewers this would partly overcome the
problem. In several instanees guite heavy oil pollution had been
traced to its source and in one case fuel oil storage tanks were
found to be leaking. Amnother source was found to be an woil
interceptor which was in need of cleaning out.

It is surprising the amount of solid refuse whieh has to be
removed from the river bed; mueh of it in the nature of tin cans,
briek-bats, parts of old bieyeles and perambulators, ete., is
probably wilfully thrown in, whilst some falls in from deposits of
industrial waste which have been placed too near the river banks,

Sewage Works effluents virtually ceased to be discharged
into the river from the time that the North-West Middlesex Main
Drainage Scheme came into operation, with the result that pollu-
tion from these sources does not arise. From time to time, how-
ever, wrong drainage connections from individual private premises
are found and prompt steps are taken to effect a remedy. These
sourees of pollution are often diffieult to trace, for what may be
sigmificant pollution during a period of drought becomes almost
undetectable when the surface water sewer is carrying its normal
flow.

The County Counecil have instituted systematic sampling of
the river water at fixed points at monthly intervals and two
points have been selected in the Borough, one near where the
River Brent enters and the other near where it leaves the
Borough. The results of chemical examination by the County
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Chemist are sent to each local authority concerned and so far the
reports of samples taken in Wembley have been generally satis-
factory.

Mueh work, however, still remains to be done to effect the
desired improvement of the condition of the local river and
streams but it is doubtful whether it will ever reach such a
eondition as to be able to support fish life; at any rate not for
some years to come.

11. RODENT CONTROL. The Rodent Control Service, for
which a 50% grant is obtained from the Ministry of Agriculture
and Fisheries, continued to operate, the service being confined to
dealing with infestation by rats and mice. A staff of three
“ Ministry trained ” assistants remains the same as in the previous
year. No charge is made to householders in respect of treatment
at private dwelling houses but in all other cases a charge is made
on a time and materials basis. In spite of the comparative near-
ness of the Borough to the Port of London no ship rats (Rattus
rattus) have been found in Wembley. 696 premises were found
to be infested by rats or mice and 728 premises were treated; the
reason for the apparent diserepamcy in these figures being that a
number of premises found to be infested late in the previous year
were treated in 1952.

It has been possible during the year to give an extended trial
in the use of Warfarin for dealing with both rats and mice.
Warfarin, which is a blood anti-coagulant and does not act as a
poison in the ordinary sense, is mixed in minute doses with medium
oatmeal and used as a rat and mice bait; mice, incidentally,
requiring a stronger dose than brown or common rats. Its pro-
perties are cumulative in effect in contra-distinction to the usual
rat poisons which are lethal following the ingestion of one
adequate dose. One dose of Warfarin bait will not prove fatal
and it is necessary that rodents should be fed over a period before
its lethal properties become effective. These properties might at
first sight appear to be disadvantageous but there are a number
of advantages which acerue from its use. There is no prejudice on
the part of animals who have once tasted the bait as can often
arise in the case of other poison baits where animals have had a
sub-lethal dose. They will continue to feed on Warfarin baits
until they prove fatal and there is apparently no pain. Baiting
with Warfarin can be commenced at any time without the cus-
tomary pre-baiting and the baits do not show the same tendency
to go mouldy as with other baits. With the older baiting
methods poison is only put down on one day of the week and the
residue removed the next day so that the chances of rodents
missing a fatal dose are greater. Warfarin baits also provide
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Number of complaints received and investigated

STATISTICAL APPENDIX D.

Visits made by Sanitary Inspectors . gt

(a)

(b)

Dwelling Houses:—
Visits under Public Health Acts .. e
Visits under Housing Aects .. . LA W
Visits re overerowding ... ... v s
Visits to bug infested premises i ol
Visits re other vermin (excluding rats and
mice, see below) .. - e o
Visits re cases of infectious disease... ...
Visits to cases of food poisoning .. pull

General Environmental Public Health:—

Drains and sewers inspected ... Ao £
Drain and Sewer Test applied.... B r
Cesspools, ete. ... .. = o
Urinals, latrines, chemieal ﬁlosats T
Stables, manure pits, ete. .. .. . :

Piggeries (number on register at end of

year 10) e i e e i
Ditehes and streams ... il o
Open spaces, ete. s sl AL e

Yards £ A S
Public conveniences ...
Tents, vans and sheds

Factories—Mechanical ... e % Ak
Non-mechanical ... L .
Workplaces e i o g Sl
Outworkers S ke i
Smoke observations—half huur]y 1o L
” P casual .. — e

o = visits to plant... ..
Cinemas, Dance Halls, Public Houses, etc....

Hairdressers (number of establishments on

register at end of year 91) .
Schools (number of private sehools 19)
Markets

Rats and Mice ... iy R e L
Swimming baths—visits .. ...
i - water examination
= & chlorine tests .. ..
Mortuary — b v b T e
Rag Floek Aet, 1951 .. I TR -
Pet Shops izt R AL - P

34

134
786

3,116
407
13

18

a1

151
580

2,460
103

1,377
66
376
635
138
1,546
=6
168

146
173
75
1,026
61

1
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(¢) Food, including milk, meat, water:—

Number of dairies registered at
end of year ... oo e 13

Number of distributors of milk
registered, with premises in
the Borough selling milk in
properly eclosed and unopened
receptacles i e - 38

Number of distributors of milk
registered whose premises are

outside the Borough LW 22
Number of dairies (included above)
where milk is bottled e 1

lospection visits made to:—
Meat shops, stalls, ete. (number on register

at end of year 79) ... A -
Slaughterhouse .. - i/ i PR
Cowsheds i3 = ) S, S
Dairies and milk shops—visits iR
“ *, - 3 milk samples taken
) = P = sediment tests ...
Fried fish shops (number on register at end
of year 18) .. e e sk i
Bakehouses (number on register at end of
year 19} 2, - A b e e
Ice cream premises (number on register at
end of year 179) .. . E i
Ice cream—samples taken e s ki

Fishmongers and poulterers (number on
register at end of year 20) e s

Greengrocers and froiterers (number on
register at end of year 96) .. ..

Grocers, ete. (number on register at end of
year 236) .. FAA e B

Restaurants, cafés, ete. (number on register
at end of year 106) .. BRI

Street vendors, hawkers, ete. (number on

register at end of year 69) o s
Other food premises .. oo it

Water supply—visits . L i i
- y samples taken .. oo -
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871

13

204
62

202
244

306
17

414
570
1,287
848

134
304

106
17



(d) Other visits and inspections:—

Massage establishments, ete. .
Cerlificates lodged by Members of

the Chartered Sociely of
Physiotherapy — e

New Licences granted ...

Licences renewed .. S o

Noise nuisances .. A S i
Dust nuisanees .. e sl

Effluvia nuisances "y o O i
Petroleum stores e b s
Miscellaneous 4 i =

Number of verbal notices served ey =
Number of verbal notices complied with el
Number of written notices served .. ..
Number of written notices complied with .
Number of statutory notices served ..  __
Number of statutory notices complied with ...

Nuisances abated and improvements effected.
(a) Dwelling Houses:—

Roofs repaired .. ... .. L

.....

.....

External walls and chimney stacks repaired

Gutters and spouts repaired or renewed
Damp-proof eourses provided .. ..
Dampness remedied ... G ol i
Yards paved or repaired " KPS

Internal walls and eceilings repaired

Doors repaired or remewed ... i
Windows repaired or renewed ... ..

Floors repaired or renewed ...
Sub floor vent. provided or 1mpravad
Rooms ecleansed or redecorated
Passages and staireases redecorated
Staircases repaired o S

Cooking stoves repaired or remewed

sarem

Fireplaces and flues repaired or renewed

arrmer

Wash coppers repaired or remewed ...

.....

||||||

Sinks and washbasins provided or renewed

Waste pipes repaired or renewed ..
Food stores provided or improved .
Dustbins provided or renewed —

Water supply improved or reinstated

W.C. walls, ete., cleansed .. ..

W.C. pans ecleansed ... s

36

e

W.C. pans repaired or renewed

27
93
466
4580

J63
al6
524
fi4
35

318
02
228
13
272
29
236
4]
165
101
32
248
61
47
113

a7
132
13
101
132
22
41
84






(d)

(ii) Number of other houses:—

Found to be infested and subsequently
disinfested i bl . A5

(i) by hydrogen cyanide ...

(ii) by sulphur ... s i

(iii) by liquid insecticides —+3

Other vermin eradicated Sa s e
Verminous articles destroyed .. 21 i

Meat and other Food Premises:—

Meat ahuius, stalls, ete.—premises cleansed....

” " » , other contraventions
remedied.... i

Dairies—eleansed and distempered or painted
aa premises repaired .. @ .. .
,  other contraventions remedied ..

Bakehouses cleansed and distempered or
painted fals LA A0

3 sanitary conditions improved ..
5 other contraventions remedied...

Tce cream premises cleansed and distempered
or painted o

” ” i sanitary conditions im-
proved i it

Fried fish shops eleansed and distempered or
painted .. =¥ i

o e ,, sanitary conditions improved
o » ,, other contraventions remedied
Fishmongers, etc., contraventions remedied...
(irocers, ete., contraventions remedied AR
Greengrocers, ete., contraventions remedied....

Restaurants, Cafés, ete., contraventions
remedied e s ik oL

Street hawkers, contraventions remedied _.

Other food premises, contraventions remedied

48

19

19
22

27

—_

13
12

14
27
20
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43 tins Baby Food.
20 lbs. Bread.
942 pkts. Chocolates, Sweets, etc.
110 Cakes and Swiss Rolls.
64 tins Invalid Food.
1 pkt. Maecaroni.
16 bags Flour.,
1 jar Peanut Butter.
71 jars Meat Extract.
35 tins Paste.
34 tins Christmas Pudding.
54 basins Christmas Pudding, ete.
2 Jellies.
7 Choeolate Biseuits,
2 lbs. Biscuits.
3 lbs. Tea.
100 pkts. Coeonut.
pkts. Cocoa.
bottles Coffee.
pt. Vinegar.

-0 e

Inspection of dwelling-houses during the year:—
(a) (i) Total number of dwelling - houses in-
spected for housing defects (under Public
Health or Housing Acts) .. i i
(ii) Number of inspections made for the
purpose ALy Al Lo e TR g

(b) (i) Number of dwelling-houses (included
under sub-head (i) above) which were
inspected and recorded under the Hous-
ing Consolidated Regulations, 1925/1932

(ii) Number of inspections made for tihe
purpose i e R s

(e) Number of dwelling-houses found not to be
in all respects reasonably fit for human

habitation .. e, — i .

Remedy of defects during the year without serviee of
formal notices:—

Number of defective dwelling-honses rendered
fit in consequence of informal action by the
Loeal Authority or their officers .. ..

Aection under statutory powers during the year:—

(9) Proceedings under Sections 9, 10 and 16 of
the Housing Act, 1936:—
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(1) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of
which notices were served requiring
repairs " s

P ramras b

(11) Number of dwelling-houses which were
rendered fit after servies of formal
notices:—

(1) by owners

(2) by Loeal Authority in default of
owners

(b) Proceedings under Public Health Acts:—

(i) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of
which notices were served requiring
defeets to be remedied

(ii) Number of dwelling-houses in which
defects were remedied after service of
formal notices:s—

(1) by owners

(2) by Loeal Authority in default of
OWNers

asaE e i [rrTe

# Includes compliance in 1952 with 9 notices

served in 1951.

(¢) Proceedings under Sections 11 and 13 of the
Housing Aect, 1936:—

(i) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of
which Demolition Orders were made

(ii) Number of dwelling-houses demolished in
pursuance of Demolition Orders

(d) Proceedings under Section 12 of the Housing
Act, 1936:—

(i) Number of separate tenements or under-

ground rooms in respect of which Closing
Orders were made

(i1} Number of separate tenements or under-
ground rooms in respect of which Closing
Orders were determined, the tenement or
room having been rendered fit
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Overcrowding.

(a) Certificates issued to landlords, giving the
permitted number of persons who may

oceupy a house =1EL B P s 46

(b) Number of dwellings recorded as overcrowded
at the end of the year ... Sl ik 456
Number of families dwelling therein e 314
Number of persons dwelling therein . 2,186

(¢) Number of new cases of overcrowding reé-
ported during the year .. s i 41

(d) (i) Number of cases of overcrowding relieved

during the year T e et LT
(1) by removals of sub-tenants/lodgers,

members of family .. .. - 2
(2) by removal of families to other

known addresses (not overcrowded) ]
(3) by removal to unknown addresses ... 2

(4) rehoused by Council (included also
in (2) above):—

In requisitioned premises ot 1
In Council houses " b 89
In temporary bungalows i 6
(ii) Number of persons concerned in such
cases i e Ll S e 439
(e) Particulars of any cases in which dwelling-
houses have again become overcrowded after
the Loeal Authority have taken steps for the
abatement of overcrowding .. — e 1
Factories.
Number of factory premises — 524.
Number of:—
Premises. Written Oeccupiers
Inspections. Notices. Prosecuted.
Factories with mech. power .. 1,349 8 —
Factories without mech. power. .. 66 1 —
Other premises ... T S R 2 —
Totals e ¥ 1,443 11 -






Disinfection of Premises and Articles,

Disinfections for:—

Infectious diseases ... o Sl = 19 203
Cancer e ey - e SRS )
Vermin (routine protection from) e o e 18
Miscellaneous St i it £=% -4 36

356

Articles disinfected or destroyed:—
Disinfected. Destroyed.

Bedding and bedelothing ... .. - 2,741 il
Wearing apparel e a 560 20
Carpets, rugs, eushions s 15 1
Others - o ke s 27 1

3,043 84

— ——

The Prevention of Damage by Pests Act, 1948.

Work carried out during the year:—

Rats. Mice.
(1) Number of premises visited .. 1,702 163
(2) Number of visits by Sanitary
Inspectors s s i 1,026
(8) Number of visits by Rodent
Control Assistants s v 0,425 1,147
(4) Number of premises found to be
infested ... s s 040 150
(5) Number of premises which re-
ceived treatment by Rodent Con-
trol Assistants ... ik e OO0 168
(6) Number of premises satisfac-
torily treated privately S 2 3
(7) Number of Council premises (in-
cluded in (5) ) ... e o 7 3
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CHAPTER V.
ADMINISTRATION, STAFF.

During the year your medieal officers have acted profes-
sionally for the Counecil, performing 65 clinieal medieal examina-
tions of aetual or potential staff and have provided a number of
special reports to the various Committees of the Council. This
aetivity helps in the provision of a medieally sound persomnel for
all activities of the Couneil and enables special econsideration to
be given to any unusual case of sickness, thereby maintaining a

standard of efficieney impossible without suech a service.

I am proud to record the loyalty and diligence displayed in
the routine work of the offiece, and I take this opportunity of
thanking the whole staff for another year of conscientious effort.

I would conclude by an expression of appreciation to all
members of the Council, especially those who serve on the High-
ways, Works and Public Health Committee and particularly the
Chairman, for the admirable way in which they have directed the
poliey of the Department during the year.

I have the honour to be, Mr, Mayor, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Your obedient servant,

E. GRUNDY,
Medical Officer of Health,
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