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BOROUGH OF WEMBLEY

b )
LAY

ANNUAL REPORT

of the

MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH

for the Year 1948

%
A

To the Mayor, Aldermen and Councillors of the Borough.

MRg. MaYOR, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,

1 have the honour to submit the Annual Report on the Health

of the Borough for 1948,

This Report has been compiled in the

following seven chapters, six with a statistical appendix, in which
the figures relating to the functions of the Public Health Depart-
ment have been collected together according to the relevant

services.
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CHAPTEE L
VITAL STATISTICS.

1. The population of the Borough mid-1948 was estimated
by the Registrar-General to be 131,700. TIn 1931 (the last census
date) the population of the lwor districts, Wembley and Kings-
bury, was 65,197; in 1937 the populatien had become 114,700,
while the last (December, 1948) estimate of the Registrar-General
:s that the population is 132,600. Wembley is the fifth largest
County distriet in Middiesex, those of greater population being
according to size — Harrow, BEaling, Willesden and Hendon.

9. In 1948, 1,821 live births were recorded, giving a birth
rute of 13.83 per thousand. The number of deaths was 1,042
giving a erude death rate of 7.92 per thousand estimated popula-
tion. The infantile mortality rate was exceedingly low, the death
rate of infants per thousand live births being the record ome cf
91.97, the previously lowest figure having been 23.26 in 1947.

3. Prematurity of birth was again the main cause of the
deaths in very young infants. Regarding the figures submitted in
the statistics on infantile mortality and on survival of premature
infants, it has to be pointed out that the figures in the former
table are those regarding births to Wembley residents whether
the birth took place in Wembley or elsewhere, whereas the figures
relating to survival of premature infants at the end of 24 hours
and at the end of a month are only of births taking place within
the Borough boundary. Much consideration is being given to
the problem of prematurity and the possibility of saving prema-
ture births at the present time, and from the Wembley figures
it is obvious that attack on this problem is now practically the
only way one may expect a decrease in infant mortality rates in
the Borough.


















Infantile Mortality.

Deaths from stated causes at various ages

under one year.

Cause of death (ex- Jg w . W A mé
tracted from weekly £ g 2 @ &8 A 4 4 §F AW
returns of local Regis- i S g8 =8 -8 a @~
trars, and from iaward = & F B B " AR - i - SR =
transfers of Registmrr M e @ W = 3 ) =) =) — -E"E
General). v el e ST R
e, i T TS e
Prematority .- = 9 1 == W _ - — — 10
Congenital defects ... g = = — 8 S T, e =
Broncho pneumonif.. — ;e | S G il RS U
Atelectasis ... - g 1 — — & e f ael T
Gasttoceptenitie | o o TERATTLSE — M= VI (R SN
Birth injuries SR i A AR VT 8 AR =
Diseases of the new
Born Rl e e e Ve 2 |t o s 2
Meningitis .. - — T T j CER T i |
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Pertussis Sl e ey e R L 1
g5 § — 1 29 DR A sy TS
Infantile Mortality, 1944-1948.
Year. Wembley. England & Wales.
1944 S PE PR, 35.50 46
TOLE 0 e e 36.75 46
1946 B S 26.37 43
19047 e S 23.26 41
1948 L e 21.97 34

Infantile mortality during last five years (10,410 live births,
294 deaths under one year): 28.24.
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CHAPTER IL
GENERAL HEALTH BSERVICES.

1. SERVICES PROVIDED, Health education—Collation of
various health services of Voluntary and Loeal Authorities—
Ambulance service for accident and sick cases and maternity
removals to hospital—Domestic Help Scheme under Ministry of
Health Circular No. 179/44 — Insulin — Laboratory service at
Central Publie Health Laboratory, Colindale — Mortuary at St
John’s Churchyard — Ascertainment and treatment of verminous
premises and verminous people, arrangement with Royal Borough
of Kensington — Massage and Special Treatment, registration of
premises.

2. HEALTH SERVICES BOOKLET. For some years a
booklet has been issued to the Loeal Medical Profession giving
information regarding the various Health Services available. The
services mentioned in this booklet are not all Borough Couneil
services, rather endeavour is made to collect together information
which may be helpful, reference also being made to the Ministry
of Health services, Middlesex County Council services, Voluntary
Hospital services and to those of other voluntary agencies. A
revision and issne of an up-to-date edition of a similar bhooklet
is eontemplated by the Health Authority. A four-weekly bulletin
has continued to be circulated to the Local Medical Profession
giving the incidence locally of the infectious diseases, together
with a note on any topical public health matter as seems
appropriate.

3. The Central Public Health Laboratory at Colindale, has
been conducted by the Medical Research Couneil on behalf of the
Ministry of Health. This Laboratory has been used to the fullest
extent, replacing the service given during the War at the Middle-
sex Hospital. The services available at this Laboratory are a
most important asset to both Medical Practitioners in the treat-
ment of individual cases and to the Public Health alike. The
types and numbers of specimens examined are tabulated in
Appendix E, but, in addition, the easy access to the Hpecialist
Bacteriologists at Colindale, is of the greatest value to the health
services.

4. The consistently high level of the servieces provided until
July by the Distriet Nursing Associations (Wembley and Kings-
bury) should be mentioned as they are indeed an asset to the
public health of the Borough, providing, as they do, both general

12






STATISTICAL APPENDIX B.
Period up to 4th July, 1948,

Ambulance Service.

Accident or sudden illness removals ... 429
General sickness removals .. .. 4,016
Maternity removals o Pathiir = e 243
Tl | e 4,688
Included in above:—

(a) Number of removals carried out for
other Authorities P s 37

(b) Number of removals carried out by
other Authorities for Wembley ... 85

Domestic Help Scheme—Ministry of Health Circular No. 1798/44.
Period up to 4th July, 1948,

Assessment re recovery of cost.
No. of families to 2/-d.1/8d. 1/4d.1/-d. 8d. 4d.
whom service given. Full, per per per per per per Free.
hour. hour, hour. hour, hour. hour.

135 82 2 7 3 8 ] 4 23

Full-time. Part-time.
No. of domestic helps on Council’s Panel on
i P | G S SR e 17 YR

Provision of Insulin.

9 1

Number of persons who received free insulin in accordance
with the Counecil’s scheme until July:—3T7.

i £180 5s, 3d.

Mursing in the Home—Wembley and Kingsbury District Nursing
Associations.

" Total ecost of insulin provided

mrema

The Assoeciations have supplied the following figures relating
to their work during the year:—

Wembley Distriet Nursing Association.

Cases. Visits.
Medical and Surgical iy e 953 18,119
Maternity ... .. T 108 2,493
LT G g R RS C A S 180 4,927
Ante-natal and Post-natal.. .. 320 2,676
Miscarriage ... .. S 20 143
Children under § ... . - 33 166
Children over & ..  wu = g 25 102
Tuberculosis .. R o 36 814







CHAPTER IIL

MATERNITY AND CHILD WELFARE.

1. SERVICES PROVIDED, Notification of births — For
premature infants special equipment on loan, Pmdiatrician avail-
able, supply of expressed breast milk may be available at County
Maternity Units, provision of Home Help, ambulances provided
with heating device—Health Visitor Domiciliary Service from end
of lying-in period, Borough divided into 16 Health Visitor areas—
Infant Death enquiries to obtain information regarding possi-
bilities of further reduetion in infantile mortality—Child Life
Protection, advice to foster parents, Health Visitor's enquiries re
applications to keep foster-child, register of foster-parents and
foster-children—Adoption of Children (Regulation) Aet, 1939,
responsibilities of Couneil limited to Section 7 and explanatory
Circular Ministry of Health No. 2790, preliminary visit re suit-
ability of proposed home, monthly visitation after receipt of child
—(Clinie Services, Routine Clinie Sessions Infant Welfare and
Toddlers, Ante-Natal, Dental, Diphtheria Immunisation — Test
Feeding Secales loaned for investigation of sufficiency, ete., of
breast feeding—pamphlets giving general and dietary advice to
Expectant Mothers—Hospitalisation for confinement arranged as
appropriate and possible, and for puerperal pyrexia — Ee home
eonfinements coupon equivalent certificates for necessary addi-
tional sheets aceording to Ministry of Health arrangements, panel
of consultants available for abnormal ante-natal and puerperal
cases in private practice, arrangement with County Hospitals for
Specialist Obstetric Medical Officer in confinement cases,
Emergeney Maternity Units (Flying Squads) for any case of grave
emergency, €.g., shock, hmmorrhage or eclampsia available from
Redhill County Hospital — Examination of blood for Wassermann
reaction offered to all women attending Ante-Natal Clinies —
Special Scheme re Unmarried Mothers, arrangements with British
Red Cross Soeciety through Middlesex County Council at FPre-
Natal Home, 16, The Park, Golders Green prior to confinement,
and at B.R.C.S. Hostel, Marylands, Hendon, for mothers and
habies for two or three months after confinement — Complete
Dental Scheme, extractions, conservative treatment and artifieial
dentures, nitrous oxide anesthesia available — Speeial foods,
nutrients, drugs, dressings, ete., at Clinics, sterile dressing
drums treated at Redhill County Hospital—Services available from
the Clinies, Sunlight and Massage treaiment at Wembley Hospital,
Redhill and Central Middlesex County Hospitals, and Marlborough
Hill Clinie, Harrow, Convalescent Home treatment, domieiliary
nursing by arrangement with Wembley and Kingsbury District
Nursing Associations, sterilised Maternity Outfits, X-ray examina-
tions at Wembley Hospital, Redhill and Central Middlesex County
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Hospitals—Home Helps—Specialist Mediedl Services, Gynmeologi-
cal and Post-Natal Clinies, Birth Control Sessions for married
women requiring birth eontrol advice for medical reasons,
ophthalmic cases, orthopsdic cases, child guidance eases, speech
difficulty cases referred to Special Clinies — Clinie for children
showing deafness or defective speech from deafness, or allergic
asthma, ete., conditions, at Metropolitan Ear, Nose and Throat
Hospital—Economie Circumstances Scale according to which Milk
and Acecessory Foods, Artificial Dentures, Convalescent Treatment,
Maternity Outfits, and Home and Domestic Helps available, scale
depending on number in family and net inecome per head of
family—Nursery Service 368 places, on the opening of Vale Farm
Day Nursery, Nurseries open daily, Monday to Saturday, opening
and eclosing times as demand requires, daily charge 1/- per child,
inelusive of all food given (morning lunch, midday dinner, and
tea), Medical Officers attend the Nurseries regularly and all the
Services of the Clinies available for children.

2. The Gynmecological and Post-Natal Clinies were started in
November, 1945, and five Clinies are held each month at four
different centres in the Borough and an average of 10 patients is
seen at each session. Each patient comes by appointment and the
number of defaulters has been very small.

About 70% are Post-Natal cases and much can be done to
relieve them of the minor discomforts, such as backache and
vaginal discharge, which so frequently follow childbirth. These
symptoms are due to a variety of causes, the commonest of which
is infection of the torn eervix, cured by electrieal cauterisation.

After improvement of these symptoms the patient’s general
health often improves and all patients seem to be very grateful
for the attention given to these matters.

The Gynwecological cases seen have been varied and many
cases have been sent to Redhill Hospital for operation.

A considerable number of patients complaining of sterility
have been investigated and many have become pregnant.

These Clinies are performing a most useful part of the Health

Services of the Borough. In the future they may well need con-
siderable expansion.

3. During the year 1948, 170 new patients attended the Birth
Control Clinies, 13 sessions being held at Stag Lane and 10 at
Perrin Road. There were 590 re-attendances. 11 applicants were
refused advice as having no medical grounds for family limitation.
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The greater pmporiiun of patients sought advice because they
had a baby of less than a year old and were anxious to space
their pregnaneies.

No failures of the methods advised were reported during the
year.

4. HOME HELP SERVICE. At a time when social services
are being extended and while many Authorities are commencing
a Home Help Service, a review of the scheme working in Wembley
may afford an opportunity of judging the measure of success
which has been achieved since the Counecil set out to establish a
Service in 1937.

The service provides capable “home managers” who, where
necessary, take praectically complete charge of the home during
the fourteen days following the mother’s confinement. The great
majority are cases of home confinement but in exceptional circum-
stances Helps are provided when the confinement takes place in
hospital. With the existing shortage of hospital accommodation
and the high birth rate the need for such women to ecarry out
this work is obviously great.

The work involves all the usual duties of a housewife with,
in addition, the care of a patient in bed. The recently delivered
mother needs special attention and the provision of well cooked
meals, and her room requires daily cleaning. By careful explana-
tion eare is taken to ensure that no midwifery nursing procedure
is undertaken by the Home Help. Preparation for the daily
visit of the midwife, shopping, cooking and washing are all in
the day's work of a Home Help, and other children in the family
(if any) require attention also.

Necessary qualifications for the work include, of course,
honesty, cleanliness and common sense, but such accomplishments
as the ability to cook, launder and manage children happily,
together with a sense of humour and a desire to help others, are
more than useful attributes. Results suggest that in Wembley
cood progress has been made in attracting suitable women for
the work,

Wembley Home Helps are Council employees, financial
recovery being made according to the eeconomic circumstances
secale. In 1937 only those families who eame within the Council’s
free scale were considered for this service; extension has now been
made to inelude all income groups. During 1848, Home Helps
were supplied in 123 maternity cases, compared with 27 in 1838
(the first complete year), The provision of white overalls to be

18
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worn in the homes, improves the standard of hygiene and adds
dignity to the work, whilst also protecting the Home Help’s per-
sonal clothing. Supervision is exercised by the Health Visitors
who ecall at the home during the time the Home Help is in
attendance,

The organisation of this serviee is attended with considerable
difficulties, some almost impossible to overcome these days.
Among the latter the question of exactly when the baby will
arrive, confronts all who handle maternity services. @ On some
days “late” babies and “early” babies arrive almost together.
At times the Home Helps are usefully employed in the Council’s
Day Nurseries whilst waiting for their services to be required.
Another unavoidable difficulty causing disappointment oeccurs
when a Home Help falls ill, but this fortunately is infrequent.
Change of plans, miscarriage, admission to hospital, ete., may all
oceur after early application for the Home Help has been made,
and if the appropriate cancellation be delayed disorganisation in
the service is inevitable.

On the whole the Home Helps are warmly greeted and a
high degree of satisfaction is evident from the many letters of
thanks received in respect of their services.

5. INFANT DEATHS. During 1948 the total number of
Wembley children who died without reaching their first birthday
was 42, and, of this number, 34 did not survive the first month
of life.

Despite the comparatively low infant death rate of recent
years in Wembley, Dr. Morison, the late Medical Officer, sug-
gested that an enquiry regarding the social conditions of each case
of infant death might be undertaken, with a view to exploring
the possibility of the existence of any factor affecting the cause of
infant deaths. A special visit was therefore made by the Health
Visitor for the distriet, to parents who had suffered the loss of a
young child under twelve months of age during 1948. An attempt
was thereby made to ascertain whether special care or further
health education regarding personal hygiene was indicated in any
ease, or if greater knowledge of preventive measures should be
brought to the notice of parents. The following results obtained
from the Health Visitors’ enquiry visits are interesting.

Total number of deaths under one year—42, Of this number
34 did not survive the first month of life and the remaining 8
died between one and nine months.

Of the total 42 babies it was possible for infant death enquiry
visits to be made regarding 35 cases—34 died while still in the
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care of the hospital or private medical practitioner and before
the usual primary visit by the Health Visitor had been made;
2 died at home due to fatal illness, 4 in hospital and 2 deaths were
caused by an accident at home. Of the 8 babies who died over
one month—6 had been seen by the Medical Officer at the
Child Welfare Clinic and had been visited by the Area Health
Visitors.

The standard of home care in all cases was satisfactory and
only in three cases were housing problems present.

Causes of Infant Deaths.

0—4 weeks:—
Prematurity and General Debility e ol 21
Congenital malformations and birth injuries .. S
Other causes ... 270 A T Vi S = ]
Total o e 34
+ weeks—12 months:—
Pneumonia and Whooping Cough o i 4
Congenital heart A ot e i 1A 1
Agpidents L. o % iy A5 e 2
(astro-enteritis .. i L R e s 1
(- (RS 8

An infant mortality rate of 21 for 1948 is certainly a figure
to be quoted with pride by the health visiting staff, whose work
brings them daily into such close contact with parents at times
of joy and of heartbreak, The work of health education can be
tedious and exacting and the workers are much encouraged by
evidence that their efforts are not in vain. Much remains to be
done and all efforts must be continued to bring about still greater
reductions in the death rate among children of all ages, and to
raise the standard of understanding as well as of physical care
given to every child in every home.

6. I wish to record our indebtedness to the Voluntary
Helpers at the Clinies who have given such excellent serviees in
nnumerable and always so unobtrusive ways. They have con-
tinued to arrange for the distribution of the Government’s vitamin
aceessory products, while their eo-operation with all the personnel
of the Department has been the fullest and of the greatest value

and assistance.



STATISTICAL APPENDIX C.

Health Clinics.

{(Comparative 1947 ligures within brackets.)

Total number of children who first attended at
the Clinies during the year, and who on
the date of their first attendance were
under one year of age... — ._“ e LTTT  (2,003)

Total number of children who first attended at
the Clinies during the year, and who on
the date of their first attendance were
hetween the ages of 1—5 years .. .. J04  (271)

Total number of children under five vears of
age who attended at the Clinies during the
vear, and who at the end of the year were:

(1) Under one year of age .. 1,444
(2) Over one year of age e 4,461

5,905 (6,261)

Number of attendances by children under one
year of age ... e shiid et e O8,117 (41,694 )

Number of attendances at all the Health
Clinies by children between the ages of
1—5 years e L e o e 16,288 (14,408 )

The percentage of notified live births repre-
sented by the number of children who first
attended at the Clinics during the year
and who on the first attendance were under
one year of age in 1948 pioh ae BT BRTY

(This number is exclusive of those child-
ren who are known previously to have
attended a centre in another distriet
prior to coming to reside in Wembley.)

Number of attendances at the ante-natal Clinics 9,469 (11,215)

Total number of women who attended for the
first time s Sl SRR LS TR (1551 )



Percentage of total notified births (live and
still) represented by the total number of
women who attended the Clinies for the
first time during the year ... = . 724 (68.5)

Attendances at the various Health Clinics.
Children under one year of age.

Total Average attendance

Clinie. attendances. per session.
Stag Lane ... . o 8,386 5]
Slough Lane .. .. 5,486 38
College Road ... .. .. 3,183 34
Ealing Road .. .. .. %3224 40
Perrin Road ... .. — 5,809 37
Monks Park .. .. - 4738 47
One Tree Hill i g A 000 43

Children between the ages 1—95 years.

Total Average attendance

Clinie. attendances. per session.
Stag Lane ... o= . 2,004 14
Slough Lane ... ... - 2,707 18
College Road ... . 3,800 25
Ealing Road ... .. - 1,197 11
Perrin Road .. .. o s BE1E 18
Monks Park ... e e 2,202 22
One Tree Hill P T e > 15

Domiciliary Nursing.

Children referred for treatment to the Wembley and
Kingsbury Distriet Nursing Agsoeciations.

Children under one year A e L

]

Children over ome year D

Treatments given —
Seven or fewer attendances ... as 8

Over seven attendances pELEIIE 1

Specialist Clinic Services.
Eye Clinies (Wembley Hill and Stag Lane (County) Clinies).
48 children referred.






Special Blood Tests at Redhill Hospital.

261 examinations.

X-Ray Ante-Natal Examinations.

Number of women referred: 37.

Supply of Sheets for Expectant Mothers:

Circular No. 154/44.

Number of dockets issued: 727.

Ministry of Health

Unmarried Mothers (Ministry of Health Circular No. 2866).

7 cases dealt with.

Hospital Confinements.

41 women referred to various hospitals:—

(i) Medical reasons for reference to hospital:—

(a) Regarding current pregnancy —

Abnormality of maternal pelvis

Elderly primipara

Maternal ill-health
(lardiac abnormality
Tuberculosis e
Toxemia |

Miscellaneous ks

s

amrami

-----

(b) Regarding previous pregnane¢ies —

Abnormal obstetric history

Abhnormal medieal history

(i) Home conditions unsuitable

(iii) Mothers desired hospital aceommodation

T

Total

42
29
25
13

9

4
29

—

147

222
279
140

641






(e) Other Hospitals:—

Brocket Hall ... .. a1 = tie e B e g 10
Willesden Maternity ... .. cw  cem oo 6
Bearstead Memorial __. . cem s o ; 5
T R e I e il e b
Wembley T e S 2
Queen Mary’s, Stratford .. ... - .. 1

27

Total - - .o LDRE

Five-Year Review.
Births in pri-

No.of vate nursing
births in homes and
M.C.C. hos- at private
Total No. No. of No. of pitals (inc. addresses
Year. of births births births in preceding  outside
notified. at home. hospital. column). Wembley.

1944 .. 2,018 601 1,080 816 337
29.89 53.59, 40.49, 16.79%
1045 ... 1,909 542 1,068 798 299
28,49 55.99 41.89, 15.79
1046 ... 2272 631 1,205 909 436
27.89 53.09, 40,09 19.29,
1047 ... 2,264 686 1,086 802 492
30.39, 48.09, 35.49, 21.79,
1948 .. 1,843 457 1,088 758 208
24.89, 50.09, 4119, 16.29%,

Puerperal Pyrexia.

Number of notifications received: 3 (excluding 13 Willesden
Maternity Hospital cases—Willesden residents).

Number of women removed to hospital: 3.

Obstetric Consultant Service.
Consultant called in by private medieal practitioners: 4,
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Post-Natal Clinics.

First Re- Aver. att’dance

Clinie. attendances. attendances. per session.
Stag Lane .. .. 150 8 7T
Perrin Road ey 42 a3 4
One Tree Hill .. 52 8 3
Monks Park 3 56 i 6

Totals .. 300 s —

Test feeding seales issued on loan to 250 mothers.

Special Milk Grants.

Liquid milk: Nil supplied. Grants of dried milk and other
accessory foods amounting to £7 12s. 7d. made during the period
1st January to 4th July, 1948,

Maternity Outfits. _
Number of maternity outfits supplied: 455,

Gynacology Clinics.

First Re- Aver, att’dance

Clinie. attendances. attendances. per session.
Stag Lane ... .. 45 60 4
Perrin Road 2 36 3 3
One Tree Hill ... 18 24 4
Monks Park i 29 11 4
Totals ... 128 98 —

Birth Control Sessions.

First Re- Aver. att’dance

Clinie. attendances. attendances. per session.
Stag Lane .. .. 105 367 36
Perrin Road 65 223 29
Totals . 170 500 —






Domiciliary Visits by Health Visitors.

Home Visits.

(a) To children under one year ... .. 2,154
6,121
(b) To children between the ages of 1—5

VOBTE:  Gias e e el mem e 8,444
(¢) To expectant mothers ... o= == 1,117
1,342

(d) To nursing mothers . = e 1,820
706

(e) Other special vigits ... W L e 2,770

Analysis of special visits included in (e) above:—

[nfections diseases:—

Measlas . e ke R S 6a7
Whooping eough .. e wom 748
Tuberculosis RIS S S N B~ a7

]

Ophthalmia neonatorum (1) .other (1)

DHRBE lon e e s e T 14
Diphtheria immunisation ... e e 49
Seabies @ . - SRR MApLLE TR L 11
Re Day nursery childrem ... . S e 764
Home Help and Domestie Help super-

vision e Ve e 137
Re Stillbirths o s e 36
Re verminous conditions Sl ) N it 6
Defaulting re treatment advised ... - 196

(eneral—e.g., infantile deaths, premature
babies, home conditions, negligent
care L R R e Lt WL S P 128

child Life Protection.

Visits by Health Visitors:—
To foster children ... . o 2 236
To foster parents ... .- e e 202

First visits
Revisits
Total visits
First visits
Revisits
First visits
Revisits






CHAPTER IV.
SCHOOL HEALTH SERVICES.

1. SERVICES PROVIDED, S8chools (22) allocated in 5
areas to Medical Officers; Health Visitors allocated to particular
schools—Periodic routine and special inspections conducted at
schools—Clinic Services, Minor Ailments (treatment, issue of
accessory nutrients, ete.), Dental, Ophthalmie, Orthopedic,
Speech Therapy, for further specialist opinion (e.g., tonsils and
adenoids, eardiac and chest conditions, skin conditions, ringworm),
specialist examinations (é.g- X-ray) pupils referred to County
Hospitals (Redhill or Central Middlesex, or Chest (linies)—Child
Guidance Clinic at 2, St. John’s Road, Harrow—Ascertainment of
handicapped pupils, recommendation re special schools (boarding
and day)—Advise parents of children about to leave school re-
garding the Disabled Persons (Employment) Act, 1944—Ascertain-
ment and recommendation regarding children ineapable of
receiving education at school — Cleanliness, general serutiny,
ascertainment and advice given—Supervision of private schools
regarding sanitary accommodation and avoidance of overcrowding.

9 The figures in Appendix D show a slight decrease in the
number of routine medieal inspections at the schools—6,492 in
1047, 6,002 in 1948. Sinee the commencement of the Autumn
Term in September, arrangements have been made for all children

to be examined at the following ages:—

5 years—on entry into sehool life,

7— 8 years—intermediate group in the Primary Schools,

10—11 years—last year in Primary Schools,

two years in the Secondary Schools,

and from then, once every
tion before leaving

these examinations L0 inelude the final examina
sehool life.

3. The following is Miss Richnell’s report on speech theraphy

for the year 1948:—

Fight sessions have been held weekly in the Borough through-
out the vear, for at Stag Lane County Clinic and four at One

Tree Hill Clinie.

At the two Centres:—

68 new cases were referred, of which:—

61 attended for interviews.

- failed to attend first or subsequent appointments.
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In addition:—
32 follow-up interviews were arranged.
22 attended.
10 failed.
A total of 85 have received treatment.

Of these:—
18 were discharged, cured.
6 were discharged, much improved.

4 were discharged temporarily but are to be re-
admitted for further treatment after a rest
period.

LY

2 left school, improved.

5 left the distriet.

1 was discharged at his parents’ request.
6 failed attendance,

Of the 43 who are continuing treatment:—

16 are making very good progress.
23 are making satisfactory progress.
2 are making very little progress,
2 have attended for only a very short time.

There are 6 on the Waiting List for immediate treatment and
3 awaiting preliminary interviews.

From December 1st, time has been allocated by Middlesex
County Council for school visiting. The number of sessions used
for this purpose in Wembley is and will be two in every three
weeks.

4. Routine hygiene examinations have been earried out dur-
ing the year in every Edueation Authority sehool in the Borough.
As soon as possible after the commencement of each school term,
a Health Visitor visits the schools and econduets an individual
examination of each child. Where facilities are available children
are seen apart from their school-mates, but in several Infant
Departments shortage of accommodation makes this desirable
standard diffieult to attain.

The purpose of the inmspection is certainly not solely to
ascertain the existence of verminous conditions. The children
are encouraged to develop independence regarding all aspects of
their personal toilet and appearance and much support is added
at school to the mother’s efforts at home. The general cleanliness
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of teeth, nails, wrists and also ears, are points earelessly missed
by the average school boy and girl.  Attention must also be paid
to the tidiness of eclothing and to the proper fastening of boots
and shoes.

Where head infestation is discovered a personal visit is made
to the parent and detailed advice regarding treatment is given
at once. The co-operation of parents over the matter of cleansing
heads unfortunately infested, has been, with few exceptions, so
good that to date it has been unnecessary to issue a notice of
compulsory cleansing (Seetion 54, Education Act, 1944). Difficulties
oeeur where the root cause of the trouble is a family one. Teen-
age daughters who do not adequately brush and comb their
permanently waved hair, are the most common of all.  These
offenders are usually at work and often harbour head-lice un-
beknown to mother and pass on the trouble to’ the school-children
where it is discovered at a routine examination in school.

A systematic method of following up every discovered case
has been adopted and the percentage of total school-children in
the distriet found to be in need of treatment during 1948 was
0.61. This figure is recorded with the hope that, low as it may
appear, it will soon be much lower.

Thanks are due to the co-operation of Head Teachers and
their staffs who have so willingly given every possible help to
the two Health Assistants and thereby enabled them to ecarry
through a comprehensive system of inspection.

5. HANDICAPPED PUPILS. A table is presented in the
Appendix giving the numbers of handicapped pupils known £3 the
department — 59 males and 55 females have been dealt with,
Generally, it is pertinent to remark upon the present insufficient
pnumber of places, both in residential and in day schools, for
handicapped children. Many of the ¢hildren recorded as being in
attendance at maintained schools are, in faet, awaiting appropriate
places in special schools.

6. Tt is considered most important that the Medieal Officers
and Health Visitors on their visits to the schools and at the
Clinic Sessions use every opportunity for a complete co-operation
with the parents and teachers and there is evidemece that this is
being gradually obtained, for example, the number of pupils
attending Clinie Sessions has inereased considerably. .
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STATISTICAL APPENDIX D.

PRIMARY AND SECONDARY SCHOOLS.

Return of Medical Inspections during the Year.

(a) Periodic Medieal Inspections,

Number of code inspections:—

Entrants i .t oy i i s
2nd Age Group
3rd Age Group

Total

e EeEE 02090 sEEm 00 sEsamp

Number of other routine inspections

GGrand Total ... —

(b) Other Imnspections.

Number of speeial inspeetions

Number of re-inspections

e I T v s

Total

anpa AR Bramsm amessw

(e) Pupils found to Require Treatment.

-----
......

......

.....

...... 2,201

3,664
2,652

6,316

1,914

4,115

Number of individual pupils found at routine medieal inspeetion to
require treatment (execluding uneleanliness and dental diseases).

For defective For all

Vision. other conditions

(Exeluding recorded in
squint). next Table,
Preseribed groups:—

Entrints .. .. et . 202
2nd Age Group .. 77 69
drd Age Group 24 38
Tothl ... | 222 309

Other routine inspections 146 159
Grand Total ... 368 468

Total.

307
138
58

503
200

793

Note.—Pupils requiring treatment for defective vision and for
other conditions appear once only in the eolumn headed

i Tntnl. n
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Return of Defects found by Medical Inspection during the Year.

Deafeet or Disease.

(1)

Skin

Eyes:—
Vision
Squint
Other

Ears:—

Hearing -
Otitis media
Other

Nose or Throat
Speech ke

ervical glands i
Heart and ecireulation
Lungs

rrerTy

stamia amraer

Developmental:—

Hernia
Other

Orthopedie:—

Posture e iy
Flat foot ...
Other

Nervous system:—
Epilepsy
Other

rareee

Psychologieal:—

Development s
Stability

Other

] amian

e I

T
Totals

- Routine Inspeetions. Special Inspections.
No. of Defects. No. of Defects.
Requiring Requiring
to be kept to be kept
Requiring under Requiring under
treatment, |observatior | treatment. |observation,
but not but not
requiring requiring
treatment. treatment.
(2) (3) (4) (5)
a9 48 404 15
J68 42 106 11
26 39 9 1
6 19 86 10
T 17 11 1 2
5 25 16 ‘ 2
13 25 88 6
|
71 279 132 I 27
23 o4 8 ' 2
6 70 by 3
18 71 W ] 4
25 134 el Rt
|
7 13 gl 2
6 27 3 ; 4
23 20 4 1 3
23 17 11 ' 2
72 91 93 9
- 6 1 =
9 55 38 28
3 44 15 14
5 33 1 —_
81 01 382 111
836 1,229 1,504 272
















CHAPTER V.
INFECTIOUS DISEASES.

1. BERVICES PROVIDED, Notification, investigation,
pamphlets issued on the wvarious infectious diseases, exclusion
from school of patients and contacts, advice re milk handlers—
Disinfeetion — Hospitalisation generally at Hendon Isolation
Hospital, Neasden after 4/7/49, re puerperal pyrexia and ophthal-
mia neonatorum, London County Counecil, re poliomyelitis at Royal
National Orthopedic Hospital, re smallpox, Middlesex County
Couneil, Emergency Bed Service after 4/7/49 — Notification of
tubereculosis—Compilation of tuberculosis register—Weekly and
quarterly returns to Ministry of Health and County Medieal
Officer — Authentication of travellers’ inoculation state — Preven-
tive medieine, diphtheria immunisation, anti-typhoid inoeculation,
whooping cough immunisation (for children about to enter, or in,
Day Nurseries), anti-smallpox vaeeination—Food poisoning notifi-
cation and investigation — Seabies, arrangements with Royal
Borough of Kensington—Complete bacteriological service available
at Central Public Health Laboratory, Colindale, outfits distributed
from Public Health Department—anti-toxins available diphtheria,
tetanus, scarlatina—from 5/7/48, diphtheria only.

2. A cireumseribed outbreak of acute Poliomyelitis oecurred
in the Borough during the vear, when 5 eases in all were notified,
4 in August and 1 in Deecember. No comment is felt to be neces-
sary on this small outbreak.

3. The supervision of contacts landing from ship or aeroplane
ealled for routine surveillance of 10 persons regarding smallpox, 5
persons regarding cholera and 2 persons regarding typhus fever.
Constant vigilance must be given to persons arriving from infected
foreign areas and this supervision must be given with diseretion
and understanding. Many such ask advice on the pertinence of
vaceination for the members of their families. It is always wise
to reinforce previous vaeccination at intervals. Vaecination, there-
fore, of any member of the family who has not been suecessfully
re-vaccinated within the last two or three years would be a wise
proceeding. With regard to those who have never, so far, been
vaccinated, however, the adviee is given that vaccination should
not be performed unless there has actually been contact with
smallpox and, of course, the position generally is that the person
being supervised has only been a contaet or a possible contact, and
is not suffering from smallpox. This advice about waiting for
actual contact with smallpox before vaceination for the first time
applies especially to school-children and those over school age,
If there be an infant in the household under the age of twelve
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mounths and not yet vaccinated, vaceination should immediately be
considered along with the re-vaccination of those who have been
vaccinated previously but not within the last two or three years.

4. It is very unusual to receive notification of a ecase of
cholera in this eountry and the one notified in May calls for
comment. The infeection was aequired in the bacteriological
laboratory of a London Hospital where cholera vaccine was under
preporation and in view of the fact that the patient travelled home
to Wembley in publie transport to her place of residence, the
Borough is fortunate that no secondary infections occurred.

. DIPHTHERIA IMMUNISATION. In spite of the mosi
intensive and continual advice regarding the prevention of
diphtheria by immunisation, the percentage of the child population
under five considered immunised on the 31st December was no
more than 64.94. One cannot accept such a figure with complac-
ency. Diphtheria immunisation is discussed with the parents of
all children who are approaching ten months, either at the Clinie
or in the home, often at both opportunities, by the Health Visitors.
A birthday card is sent to each individual child at the first
birthday, full particulars of the loeal scheme being set out. The
Health Visitor checks at the first visit to each child after the first
birthday the position regarding diphtheria immunisation having
been accepted or arranged for. Any defaulters from the sessions
are referred to the Health Visitors who pay special visit to the
home and again stress the importance of immunisation. It is
true to remark that consents obtained only after great persuasion
are generally from those families who repeatedly fail to keep
their appointments. An explanatory leaflet is given to the
parents after the final dose of immunisation pointing out the need
for another injection just before the child enters school life, while
also the teachers take the opportunity when interviewing parents
of entry children to mention the importance of this reinforeing
dose and an explanatory pamphlet has been provided. Routine
medical examination as school entrant provides further oppor-
tunity of stressing the value of diphtheria immunisation— a full
course (2 injections) if the child has never been immunised, or a
reinforecing dose to carry the child through the next 5—6 years.
Posters are displayed and topical slogans shown on the black-
board at all the Clinies continually. During the first six months
790 children received the additional reinforcing dose and 843
during the second six months. Much credit is due to both the
Health Visitors and the School Teachers in their endeavour to
obtain a fully protected child population.

ti. The investigation into the value of vaccines in preventing
Whooping Cough have continued in Wembley—and in other areas
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—during the past year. Over 900 children have uow been
inoeculated in Wembley and each child is being visited monthly
by speecial investigators who keep careful notes of all coughs and
colds and of any cases of Whooping Cough which occur in the
vaceinated children. The investigation—the plan of which was
described in the Report for 1946—econtinued to the end of the year
and it is hoped it will be possible to present conclusive evidence of
the effieaey or otherwise of the vaccines used. 'The Medieal
Research Council—who are running this investigation in eollabora-
tion with the Medical Officer of Health—have been greatly en-
eouraged in this new method of approach to problems of preventive
medicine by the interest and co-operation of the parents in Wemb-
lev, who are themselves aetive eollaborators in the investigation,
and already that eollaboration has led to inereased knowledge of
the mode of spread and of methods of early diagnosis.

7. DAY NURSERIES. The incidence of the infectious
diseases is again tabulated. Any case of Whooping Cough or
Measles in a day nursery appears to offer a foeus from which
infeetion can spread, but the numbers of cases notified during the
year are not so large as to cause undue apprehension.

8. FOOD POISONING. Nine cases of food poisoning
were notified and food poisoning has shown some general inerease
in the last few years. This may be due to more communal feed-
ing, to difficulties in maintaining the highest standards in per-
sonal hygiene and in the processing of food produets. The
intimate association between the Central Public Health Laboratory
at Colindale and the Publiec Health Department should assist in
solving some of the food poisoning problems and helping in their
prevention, but co-operation at every angle is necessary. Informa-
tion should be given at the earliest possible time, samples of
relevantly suspected food should be preserved and submitted for
examination, and even then it is not always possible to ascertain
the cause,
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Monthly incidence of the Infectious Diseases.

" i.l ‘: *
- e o 18
ot BRI ¢ 3 By 9
Disease. Sk e S TR T NS TR
B & & & H 3§ @ 285 -8 £
a2 moeE 4 8 » = 4 @m0 A A B
Searlet fever .11 9 35 24 31 68 32 9 11 11 19 9 260
Diphtheria e A = -— — — —_—— - 2
Pneumonia .20 14 18 & &5 1 7T 1 — 5 16 14 1R
Erysipelas QR SRR LERS R Al R e R R B
Pemphigus
negongtoram — — — — — — — 1 — =— — =— 1
Uerebro-spinal
fever 1 — — — — — — — — —_— = — 1
Dysentery 73 11 5 21 1 —— —— 2 B
Measles BB 145 380 247 212 83 33 18 5 9 39 80 1307
Whooping eough 52 67 118 00 82 60 73 47 36 12 6 16 648
Acute polio-
RN e e e oy, e e = 1 B
Acute polio-
ancephalitits — — — — — — — 1 — — — — 1
Malaria s W T — e = == 1
Cholera B B S S e e S i 1
Winter Respiratory Diseases (October—Mareh).
Notifications Death certifi-

of primary
pneumonia and acute

cates in which

respiratory diseases

influenzal-pneumonia. mentioned.
1044-45 ... e 93 92
194546 .. . 93 70
1946-47 .. T8 100 116
104748 ... . 82 90
s CEONER, i o7 ] 128
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Diphtheria Immunisation.

Numbers treated (five years period):—

Year. 0—5 5—10 10—15 Over15  Totals.
1 1,314 61 29 — 1,404
1945 .. 1,839 69 17 2 1,927
1946 ... 1,629 133 48 3 1,813
1947 .. 1641 83 26 7 1,757
1948 ... 1,859 106 g 2 1,098

The percentage of the child population considered immunised
on the 31st December:—

Children under 5 years .. e 2 - 64.949,
Children between 5 and 15 years .. e T0.989,

Vaccination against Small-pox.

Number of infants vaccinated at Health Clinies:
To 4/7/48—252. From 5/7/48—176.

Tuberculosis.
No. of Notifications.

Pulmonary. Non-pulmonary.

Male. Female. Male. Female.
Under one year ... .. — 2 1 —_ —
1 to 4 years .. o 2 2 1 ]
5 to 14 years ... ... 5 4 1 3
15 to 24 years .. .. 20 28 1 —
25 to 34 years ... ... 19 15 — 1
35 to 44 years .. .. 143 10 2 —
45 to 54 years .. 13 8 - -—
55 to 64 years .. ... 8 2 1 1
65 and over s AT 4 — 1 —
Totals _. 85 70 7 8
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Bacteriological Service (at Central Public Health Laboratory).

Examinations | Quarter ending Total fo
made. | 31/3/48. | 30/6/48. | 30/9/48. | 31/12/48. |13 monil
Throat and
Nose Swabs.
Diphtheria 2 - = b
Hemolytic
Streptococei 9 54 15 29
Vincents
angina 4 2 1 o
Negative 109 0l 04 70
F =ces.
Shigella 1] 29 1 1
Salmonella — 3 2 12
Protozoa T T - 1
Negative 47D 83 29 (
Sputum.
T.B. smear 3 3 4 3
Other
urga.mam' 8 3 4 — i |
Negative 11 22 7 6
Pertussis.
Cough plate 1 —_ i (it
Post-nasal
swab 29 21 a2 1
Negative 175 119 130 06







CHAPTER VI

ENVIRONMENTAL HYGIENE, FOOD AND WATER,
HOUSING, FACTORIES, ETC.

1. SERVICES PROVIDED, Ascertainment, investigation
and abatement of nuisances—Serutiny re sewers and drains—
Sanitary circumstances of special premises (Public Houses,
Cinemas, Dance Halls) — Co-ordination regarding Local Land
Charges, ete., registers—Supervision of food, ascertainment and
condemnation of unfit food — Routine periodic examination
of public water supplies — Middlesex County Counecil Aet,
1944, registration of hawkers of meat, meat food produets,
fish, fruit, vegetables and premises—Registration under Milk and
Dairies Aets—Supervision under Milk (Special Designations)
Orders — Housing, overcrowding, disrepair, ascertainment and
action thereon—Ascertainment and supervision of movable dwell-
ings under Middlesex County Council Act—Supervision of domestic
refuse bins—Faectories and workplaces and outworkers, supervision
regarding smoke — Noise and dust nuisances — Supervision of
petroleum storage—Rats and Mice (Destruction) Aet, 19190, ascer-
tainment of infestations and dealing therewith, pamphlet available
regarding poisoning, trapping, rat proofing—Supervision under
Hydrogen Cyanide (Fumigation of Buildings) Regulations, 1938
—Cleansing of verminous premises, pamphlets distributed on the
protection against house flies, the destruction of ants—Use of
D.D.T. preparations — Borough byelaws relevant to Sanitary
Inspectors, Good rule and government and prevention of nuisances,
Nuisanees, Offensive trades, Slaughterhouses, Ventilation and
lighting of stables, Building byelaws, Public sanitary conveniences,
Removal of offensive matter, ete., through the streets, Removal of
house refuse.

o XIVth OLYMPIAD. Whilst it is well known that many
of the events were staged at the Wembley Stadium and Empire
Pool, it may not be generally known that the holding of these
events brought in its train considerable additional duties to the
local authority and its officers, and gave rise to a eertain amount
of anxiety. -

Several months before the Olympiad was due to take place a
code of Medical Arrangements and Accommodation Standards was
drawn up and adopted by the Council, and subsequently approved
by the Olympiad Medical Committee.

This code set out in detail arrangements for Medical Atten-
tion, Hospitals (including Isolation Hospitals), Ambulances,
Laboratory Services, Disinfection and Disinfestation and Publie

Cleansing.
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Standards were preseribed relating to sleeping accommodation,
sanitary and washing accommodation, and meals accommodation
at hostels and camps; appropriate standards were also preseribed
for dressing rooms used by competitors.

Three County secondary schools in the Borough were used as
hostels for competitors taking part in the Olympie Games, and
were oceupied by contingents from various parts of the world.

At each of the sehools, a resident Warden was in charge (the
wardens being members of the teaching staff at the schools who
acted voluntarily in this ecapacity), and a general practitioner was
nominated to pay routine visits to examine any person reporting
sick, and generally to have medical charge of each hostel. A
Sanitary Inspector also visited each hostel daily to see that the
preseribed sanitary formula was observed, and to advise, where
necessary. Special arrangements were made by the Publie Cleans-
ing Department for dealing with the removal of refuse and salvage.

The secondary schools proved to be very adaptable as hostels
as they are provided with ample modern sanitary accommodation,
washing faeilities including shower baths, gymnasiums, fully
equipped kitchens, and dining halls. HRooms were set apart for
use as writing rooms, rest rooms and recreation rooms. Classrooms
were used as dormitories, and the beds were arranged so that there
should be not less than three feet between the beds, and that there
should be not less than 55 square feet of floor space per person.

A large tented eamp was sited at Northwick Park, which
was operated by the Y.M.C.A. for the reeeption of visitors, both
from this country and abroad, and provided accommodation for
500 visitors, A sanitary code was drawn up well in advanee of
the ecamp being erected, and discussions took place with the
Y.M.(,A. authorities with regard to the code and the disposition
of necessary sanitary services,

This camp site was on land which had previously been used
as a golf course, with a slight slope running from N.W. to S.E,,
the sanitary and ablution accommodation being placed on the S.E.
side.  Hpecial marquees were provided for these latter purposes
and chemical closets which were emptied daily by a contractor
were separately screened to give privacy. A dry diteh, the bottom
of which was forked over, provided adequate means of disposal
for waste water from ablution tents without giving rise to any
nuisance. A piped water supply was temporarily laid on from
the Colne Valley Water Company’s supply. Refuse was collected
daily by the Public Cleansing Department. Marquees containing
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24 beds spaced at well over 3 feet apart were provided for sleep-
ing, whilst separate marquees were also provided for cooking,
recreation, writing, ete,

A resident Camp Commandant was in charge of the camp
during the whole of the time, and very ecordial relations were
maintained between the Commandant and the Couneil’s officers
whose duties brought them into daily contaect, The same remarks
apply equally to the wardens of the hostels, and the Stadium and
Empire Pool authorities. In short, every endeavour was made to
cater for the comfort of visitors and to maintain as high a sanitary
standard as the eircumstances would permit. It is pleasing to be
able to record that no untoward incidents arose such, for example,
us outbreaks of infectious disease, and it seems reasonable to
assume that this freedom from incidents may, in some measure at
least, be ascribed to the careful planning before, and the constant
watchfulness of all coneerned during the occupation of the hostels
and camp.

3. WATER SUPPLY. The Colne Valley Water Co. supply
with water the major part of the borough and the Rickmansworth
and Uxbridge Water Co. supply a very small area in the southern
end of the distriet. These supplies are sampled bacteriologically
at frequent intervals at various points and copies of the bacterio-
logieal reports forwarded to the Water Companies, while also the
Water Companies submit periodically their results.  The water
supply remained bacteriologically satisfactory and generally
sufficient in quantity. Conecern has, however, been expressed by
the Council on more than one occasion relating to the hardness
of the water supplied by the Colne Valley Water Co. This hard-
ness during the war and since has been of the order of 20—22
parts per 100,000, whereas before the war it was in the region of
I4 parts per 100,000. Approaches were made to the supply com-
pany who have pointed out that whilst the water is softened it
has not been possible to reduce the hardness to its pre-war state,
for a number of technical reasons. At the present time the Coun-
eil, together with other local authorities within the same supply
area, are pursuing the matter.

4. HOUSING, The housing situation still remains a serious
one but is fully appreciated by the Council, During the year
under review, however, 307 cases of overcrowding were relieved,
of which 248 were provided with accommodation by the Couneil.
At the end of the year overcrowding cases in accordance with the
Housing Act standard numbered 602.

l,bﬁﬁ visits were paid by Sanitary Inspectors in conneetion
with investigations inte overcrowding.
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5. FACTORIES ACT, 1937. No material change has taken
place in the types of industries in the borough, which were given
in some detail in the previous annual report. The particulars
relating to inspections and the defects found and remedied are
set out in the statistical appendix.

Outworkers.

246 visits to outworkers’ premises were made during the year.

. SMOKE ABATEMENT.  The position with regard to
smoke remained muech the same as in the previous year. It can-
not he said that atmospherie pollution is heavy in Wembley, by
comparison with & good many industrial towns, but nevertheless
action by the Public Health Department was from time to time
leCessary. The managers of industrial establishments are
generally quite co-operative in their efforts to overcome smoke
emissions but the teehnical difficulties with which they are some-
times faced have to be appreeiated and it is sometimes not possible
to effect remedies at a moment’s notice; this latter reservation
applies more particularly to instances in which alterations or
repairs to plant become necessary,

7. RATS AND MICE (DESTRUCTION) ACT, 1919. The
Department continued to carry out rodent control on the lines
formulated in previous vears, A free service was provided to
householders in respect of treatment at private dwellinghouses
but in all other cases a charge is made, the charge having relation
to the amount of labour and materials used. Three Rodent
Control Assistants, all of whom have been trained at the Infesta-
tion Branch of the Ministry of Food, are employed on this work.
Details of work done are given in the statistical appendix. Two
maintenance treatments of the sewers were carried out by the
Borough Engineer and SBurveyor’s Department during the vear, in
accordance with Ministry of Food Cireular N.S. 11.



STATISTICAL APPENDIX

Number of complaints received and investigated
Visits made by Sanitary Inspectors . A}

()

(b)

Dwelling Houses:—
Visits under Public Health Aets ..

Visits under Housing Aects .. e
Visits re overcrowding ... e AR
Visits to bug infested premises dhas
Visits re other vermin (excluding rats
mice, see below) .. cix o

Visits re cases of infectious disease ...
Visits to cases of food poisoning ...

General Environmental Public Health:—-

Drains and sewers inspected ... i
Drain and Sewer Test applied... ...
Cesspools, ete. .. s g
Urinals, latrines, chemical closets ...
Stables, manure pits, ete. ... s

Piggeries (number on register at end
year 12) ik s i i
Ditches and streams ... Shatl g 3
Open spaces, ete. = Y i
Yards Caie L g 2 o,
Public conveniences IR S T
Tents, vans and sheds __. L e
Factories—Mechanieal s rER
Non-mechanical .. Y,
Workplaces T (s e e
Outworkers o i i s
Smoke observations—half hourly ...
. - pasual e

i & visits to plant...
(inemas, Danee Halls, ete. (number

register at end of year 27) ...
Hairdressers (number of establishments

register at end of year 90) ..
Schools (number of private schools 18)

Markets ... i WG Lk i s
Rats and Mice ... Ladit AN s
Swimming baths—visits .. st

b e water examination

i » chlorine tests ...
Mortuary .. e e et gk
Olympic Hostels .. ool i
Refuse Tips — I e &t

1,035

2,754
501
11
124
56

49
174
268

2,218
199
134
955

36
277
246

73
888

71

143

01
107
78
269
76
10
35
13
20
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3

Other food premises ... .. @~ @ . .

b |
b |

Water supply—visits . din
-+ X samples taken ... .. e a9
(d) Other visits and inspections:—

Massage establishments, ete. L 30

Certificates lodged by Members of
the Chartered Society of

Physiotherapists .. i
New Licences granted .. ..
Licences renewed .. .. ... 19
Noise nuisances ... e e et 312
Dust nuisances ... i Bl i o O 78
Efffuvia nuisances ... cn s e 18
Petroleum stores S el P TN SRR 248
Miscellaneous sl e g oLl LT : 549
Number of verbal notices served SRR S ¥ 238
Number of verbal notices complied with i e 210*
Number of written notices served ST : 646
Number of written notices eomplied with .. .. 611"
Number of statutory notices served ... 189
Number of statutory notices complied with 191*
* Tneludes a number of notices served in 1947

and eompleted in 1945,
Legal Proceedings.

In 2 cases legal proceedings were instituted for failure to
comply with nuisance abatement notices served under Section 93
of the Public Health Aect, 1936, in connection with essential repairs
to houses. The Magistrates in each case made nuisance orders
and in 1 ease awarded the Council costs.

Nuisances abated and improvements effected.

(a) Dwelling Houses:—

Roofs repaired .. g e E 421
External walls and chimney stacks repaired 139
Gutters and spouts repaired or remewed .. 221
Damp-proof courses provided .. 38
Dampness remedied o rhes sl - 279
Yards paved or repaired e S 67
Internal walls and ceilings repaired 569
Doors repaired or renewed ... .. . 101
Windows repaired or renewed ... ¥l 269
Floors repaired or remewed .. X st 157



(h)

Sub floor vent. provided or improved
Rooms cleansed or redecorated .. .
Passages and staircases redecorated

Staircases repaired R AR S A
Fireplaces and flues repaired or remewed ...
Cooking stoves repaired or renewed .. ..
Wash coppers repaired or renewed ...
Sinks and washbasins provided or renewed ..
Waste pipes repaired or remewed ... ...
Food stores, provided or improved .. ..
Dustbins provided or renewed
Water supply improved or reinstated
W.C. walls, ete,, cleansed ... ... ..
W.C. pans cleansed s AR
W.C. pans repaired or renewed .. ..
W.C. structures repaired or renewed ... ..
W.C. lighting and ventilation improved .
W.C. flush pipe joints repaired R e
Additional W.C’s. provided .. S
W.C. cistern repaired

General Environmental Publiec Health:—

Drains cleansed from obstruetion
Drains repaired or renewed . L CHES TS
New drains provided .. .. St
New inspection chambers provided .. ..
Inspeetion chambers repaired .

Soil pipes and vent. shafts repaired ... ..
WD B TepRIXal ows e L v aTAghy s LRI
W.(’s. eleansed

Urinals and latrines cleansed or emptied ...

" i = additional ones provided
Stables, manure pits, cleansed o i
= - » repaired or renewed ...

Piggeries cleansed or limewashed ..  _._
Pigsties repaired gl b i

Animals nuisances abated eerlg s WIRES R
Offensive accumulations removed i
Ditehes and streams cleansed ahzl il

X e b pollution remedied -
Yards cleansed or repaired ... e = A
Tents, vans and sheds—nuisances abated ..
Smoke nuisances abated i e Lo

Improvements in boiler plant or fuel effected
Cinemas, Dance Halls, ete.—eontraventions

remedied e e Y . —
Hairdressers—econtraventions remedied 5

a8

7l
453
76
39
119
20

75
69

367
118
37
21
25

a7
19

781



(e)

(d)

Markets—econtraventions remedied .. =l
Sehools—sanitary conditions improved ...

= urinals and W.('s. cleansed or re-
paired ... s A s 43
- additional W.C’s. or urinals pro-
vided it i O

Noise nuisances abated ... _— ke
Effluvia nuisances abated — e e
Water tanks covered .. B kde

Eradication of bed bugs:—
(i) Number of Couneil houses:—

Found to be infested and subsequently
disinfested e A LR e

(ii) Number of other houses:—
Found to be infested and subsequently
disinfested by, — Fro
(i) by hydrogen ecyanide i
(ii) by sulphur ... i —
(iii) by liquid insecticides ..
Other vermin eradicated i =k 25
Verminous articles destroved .. THiy b 3

Meat and other Food Premises:—

Meat shops, stalls, ete.—premises cleansed. .

& i i »  other contraventions
remedied....

Dairies—eleansed and limewashed .. ..

»” premises repaired A F R

" other eontraventions remedied ..

Bakehouses cleansed and limewashed

s sanitary conditions improved ..

i other contraventions remedied ...

Ice cream premises cleansed and limewashed
i =, e sanitary econditions im-
proved T

Fried fish shops cleansed and limewashed ..
i P ,»  sanitary conditions improved
I p , other contraventions remedied
Fishmongers, ete., contraventions remedied ...
Grocers, etc., contraventions remedied — .
Greengroeers, ete., contraventions remedied....
Restaurants, Cafés, ete,, contraventions
remedied =i S o S
Street hawkers, contraventions remedied ...
Other food premises, contraventions remedied

60

=1

= = b

19

5,686




























CHAPTER VIIL

ADMINISTRATION, STAFF, SUMMARY.

1. The tremendous spate of social legislation which became
operative in the vear has changed the scope of local government
more perhaps than in any period of the past. The Health Depart-
ment was affected more in this re-arrangement than other depart-
ments of the Couneil.

The National Health Serviee Act of 1946, the National Assist-
ance Act of 1948, and the Children Act of 1948, removed from the
Couneil of the Borough and its Health Department very many
duties whieh had been so thoroughly performed in the past. Most
of the funetions became the responsibility of the Middlesex County
(‘ouncil, the new Local Health Authority on the 5th July, and
indeed all the property and all the staff relating to certain parts
of the health serviee were on this day transferred to the County
Couneil.

So far as possible the preceding report has recorded the work
performed by the department during twelve difficult months and
it may well be the final vear in which the Annual Report of the
Medical Officer of Health takes its present form.

2. The Area Health Administration proposed by the County
Couneil combined the County Distriets of Wembley and Willesden
to form Area No. 6 and whilst there has been little time to assess
the advantages which might acerue from the alteration one can at
least say that the services available to the public have been main-
tained at a level which, in all the circumstances, must reflect eredit
on all workers in this field of soeial endeavour.

4. During the year, and from many causes, staff, particularly
professional staff, have been very difficult to obtain, and one
hopes the inducements to enter the health services of loeal
authorities will become more stabilised and sufficiently attractive
to enlist the finest quality of personnel.

4. Finally, I should be failing in my duty if I did not express
my most sincere thanks to all members of the department who
have worked unremittingly to ensure smooth and effective opera-

tion during the period of transfer and for their constant applica-
tion and loyalty during a very anxious time,

I have the honour to be, Mr. Mayor, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Your obedient servant,

E. GRUNDY,

Medical Officer of Health,
69






