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H‘ir'}'f

BOROUGH OF WEMBLEY,

1 e A S EEPORT
of the
MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH

for the Year 1940

Tq ;
the ¥ayor, Aldermen and Councillors of the Borough.
or, Ladies end Gentlemen,

E%WieI beg to present an interim Report on the Health
i iatea for the year 1940. In accordance with the
%mhaly of Health Circular No. 2314 this Report is

e » Mch curtailed, while the full statistics of

{ap _-Partment's work are being kept up to date as
ﬂﬁh;g Possible., In an endeavour to be brief, too,

Lk S of the reasons of any changes and developments

(oot have been 4 {+h 3 t £
Oy een dealt with in monthly reports to

' th hEES are not repeated, nor are those figures
Yge to s been placed before the Committees from
ime,

Cong, The demands upon the Health Services have been
Veay, . increased and extended, and since the
Eﬁiﬁpaa 8n exceedingly hard one it is only my duty
8pgy OT v that everyone of the Officers in the
EGHMH-EHt worked to their utmost, as all have been
ﬂmn?t?uﬁ‘uf the opportunity given to play an

"% part in the war effort.

.







Population of the Eorough Midsummer 1940
(Registrar Genersl's estimate) ... 117,380
Number of inhabited houses at the end
of 1940, according to the Rate Books
(approximate) R SR S R
Reteable velue at the 3lst December, 1940 £1,414,68
Sum represented by the product of a
penny rate .ec.. o e A £5,400

Rainfall, 1940.

By courtesy of Mr. R.M. Eadie on behalf of
the British Rainfall Organisation, the rainfall
for the year was recorded as 24.8l inches.

Marriages.

In Churches, Chapels and Synagogues 1095
At Registry Office, one or bath

parties being resident in the

Borough eccecsssesaa R 442

Tut&-lillill"" 153?

Deaths.
Male. Femzle. Total,
573 586 1159

Death Rate per 1000 estimated populationi-
Crude Rate ..cicesscvcsacencnecs 9.87
Adjusted by Area Comparability

Factor of Registrar General
(1.28) R I N O b
Death Rate for England and Wales
s 7T R o R SR, S | R




Health Services (October 1941). (Circulated with
= additional deteils to local medical profession).

AMBULANCE (a) NON-INFECTIOUS - under administrati
of Chief Officer of Fire Brigade. Journey not to
be more than 15 miles in one direction beyond
iembley's bouncdary. As a war-time expedient the
wedical Officer of Health and the Chief Officer of
the Fire Brigade mey extend distance to %0 miles
in any one direction in special circumstances.

Apart from accidents or sudden illnesses medical
certificate required that patient not in a fit state
to travel in a vehicle other than an ambulence.

A nurse is provided in maternity cases. ;

(b) INFECTIOUS - provided by Acton and Wembley

Joint Hospital Committee.

ANTI-TOXINS SUPPLIED - Anti-Diphtheria,
Anti-Scarlatina, Anti-Streptococcal, Anti-
Meningococcal and Anti-Tetanus serum available
at Public Health Department and at Fire Stations.

BIRTH CONTROL (CONTRACEPTION) - Special sessions
for married women in whom are medical reasons
egainst pregnancy, held twice monthly at Stag Lane
Clinic and Perrin Road Clinic.

BIRTES - All births, live and still, must be
notified to Medical Officer of Health within
26 hours by medical practitioner or midwife in
attendance at or within 6 hours of birth.
Relevant stemped post-cards available from Public
Health DEPE.I'tment .

DIPHTHERIA IMMUNISATION - (a) Specizl free
immunisation sessions held at Council Health
Clinics (b) For families within economic scale
of £250 per annum Council supply fluids to and pay
family doctor 10/- for course and 3/6d. for post-
Schick test. For families beyond this scale,

fluids supplied free to doctors but no fee for
“iedical service.
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DISINFECTION AND DISINFESTATION - Cards,
supplied to medical practitiomers for communicating
with Public Health Department when this service
required re infectious diseases., Clothing, etc.
infected with ringworm, scabies, etec. or infested
with vermin disinfected or disinfestea on request
of medical attendant.

FOOD POISONING - Notifiable to Medical Officer
of Health "on becoming aware or suspecting" that
' patient suffering from food poisoning. Special
book of forms of notification available. Specimens
of food, faeces (or rectal swab), blood, urine,
vomitus, etc. may be sent for examination to the
Emergency Public Health Laboratory, Bland Sutton
Institute, Middlesex Hospital, W. 1.

HOME HELPS — A peanel of women (home helps)
approved by the Borough Council available to assist
women incapacitated during pregnancy and to assist
in the home during the lying-in period, both for
the woman having her baby at home and to the woman
having her baby in hospital for medical or environ-
mental reasons. Service available to femilies
free or with assistance according to an economic
circumstances scale.

HOSPITALS - (A) GENERAL - Middlesex County
Council service - Redhill County Hospitel and
Central Middlesex Hospital, (b) SPECIAL - for
PUERPERAL PYREXIA, service aveilable at North
Western Hospitel, L.C.C.: Ambulance available at
Acton and Wembley Joint Isolation Hospital. For
OPHTHAIMIA NEONATORUM - mother and infent may be
admitted to St. Margaret's L.C.C. Hospital. For
INFANTILE PARALYSIS =~ the Royzl National Orthopeedi¢
Hospital, Stemmore. For TUBERCULOSIS -"Middlesex
County Council Service. Other INFECTIOUS DISEASES
admitted according to available accommodation to
Acton and Wembley Joint Isolation Hospitel, or
apply Public Health Department.
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INFECTIOUS DISEASES - NOTIFIABLE TO MEDICAL
OFFICER OF HEALTH "on becoming aware" - Small-pox,
Cholera, Diphtheria, Membranous Croup, Erysipelas,
Scarlatina or Scarlet Fever, Typhus, Typhoid,
Enteric or Relapsing Fever, Plsgue, Cerebro-spinal
Fever, Acute Poliomyelitis, Acute Encephalitis
Lethargica, Acute Polio-Encephalitis, Ophthalmia
Neonatorum, Puerperal Pyrexia, Malaris, Dysentery
(including amoebic and bacillary) Acute Primary
Pnewnonia and Acute Influenzal Pneumonia,
Tuberculosis all forms, Measles and Whooping Cough.
Medical Officer of Health has authority to call
consultant neurologist to aid in disgnosis of
epidemic nervous disease (e.g. Cerebro-spinal
Fever, Acute Policmyelitis, Encephalitis Lethargica)
Books of forms of notification (special books for
Puerperal Pyrexia, Heasles and Whooping Cough)
available at Public Health Department. :

LABORATORY SERVICES — Qutfits kept at the
Public Health Department. Throat swabs for
Diphtheria, Streptococci, Vincent's Angina and
similar swabs for Puerperal cases; sterile syringes
in tin boxes for wvein tap with test-tubes for
blood culture or asgglutination, e.g. typhoid
group and bacillus abortus, sputum pots for
tubercle, etc., faeces pots with spoons, test-tubes
for urine examination, glass slides in small boxes
for blood films, smears of pus, ophthalmia, ete.
test-tubes for Cerebro-spinal fluid. Re Fuerperal
Pyrexia - examination of swabs (e.g. from nose,
throat, vagina and cervix) from patient or from
contacts for haemolytic streptococci and typing
and grouping of the streptococci. Any other
special outfits available on request. Swabs,
etc. may be sent by post in appropriate containers
end envelopes to the Emergency Public Health
Laboratory, Bland Sutton Institute, Middlesex
Hospital, London, W. 1. Van calls at the Public
Health Department daily, except Saturday and
Sundey, at 10 a.m. In addition, transport of
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material to the Leboratory &t Middlesex Hospital
will be arranged if the material be received at
the Public Health Depertment before 3%.45 p.D.
(Monday to Friday). ‘

MATERNITY OQUTFLITS - Available on evidence
that woman is receliving snte-natal supervisicn
end grented according to en economic circumstances
scale or at cost price. Form of certificate
availeble at Public Health Department or at
Rorough Council's Clinics.

Contents:— 1 waterproof paper sheet

1 twill sheet 60" x 36"

1 accouchement sheet 25" x 28"

4 umbilical pads

linen thread

3 yds. plain geuze

1 1b. cotton wool

1 doz. extra large maternity
pads

1 doz. large maternity pads

MATERNITY SERVICES - ANTE-NATAL,
CONFINEMENT and LYING-IN - One of the Council's
Consultant Obstetriclans may be called to the-
patient at home by private practitloner in case
of doubt or difficulty (1) at any time in the
ante-natel period, the patient being teo ill
to attend hospital, (2) at the time of confinement
and (3) during the lying-in period. Borough
Council pay the Consultant Obstetricians £5. 5. 0d
per consultation. Recovery made according to
the following scale - ;

Income up to £250 per annum - nO recovery mede.
Income between £250-£350 - £1, 1. 0d. to be
recovered.

Income between £350-£450 - £2, 2,08, to e
; : ' recovered.
Income between £450-£500 - B3 B O, S0 -0
recovered.
Incane over £500 - £5. 5. 0d. to be
recovered.
(Exceptional cases have individual special
consideration).




EMERGENCY MATERNITY UNITS - FLYING SQUADS -
In eny case of grave emergency for whom removal to
hospital seems undesirable, e.g. shock, haemorrhage
or eclenpsia, doctor may apply for assistance to
Redhill County Hospital asking for emergency
naternity unit, when the Obstetric Surgeon will be
recdy to proceed at once to the home by car or
smbulance, teking with him all the necessary
equipment for blood transfusion for example,
instrumente, sterilised dressings, gowns, towels,
etc. and a trained nurse. After appropriate
treatment has been given and circumstances make it
edvisable, patient may be transferred to Redhill
Hospital for eny further necessary treatment.

SCABIES - On request of medical attendant
disinfection of bedding and clothing arranged
by Public Health Department at Council's
Disinfection Station. Arrangements with Royal
Eorough of Kensington for treatment at the :
¥edicinal Baths, Bletchyndon Mews, North Kensington,
7.0, and on completion of treatment disinfection
of heddlng and underclothing at Cﬂuncll s
Disinfection Station. ;

SUB-NUTRITION - for expectant and nursing
mothers and for children under 5 years not
attending Education Authority Scheools, free milk
(pesteurised) and dried milk foods, cod liver oil,
vitamin preparations etc. are granted at the _
Council's Clinics according to an economic 5
circumstances scale or at cost price, on medical
recommendation.’

TUBERCULOSIS - Dispensary amnd Sanatorium or
Hospital treatment - Middlesex County Council
service - (a) for southern part of Wembley -
Tuberculosis Dispensary, Pound Lane, Willesden.
Hﬂnﬂ&}' efternoons at 2 p.m. Tuesday, Thursday end

Iﬁﬁ&? mornings at 10 a.m. (b) For Kenten and
Lingsbury north of the Metropolitan Railway line
Funning from Northwick Park Station to Preston Road
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Station eand then to Kingsbury Station and north

of Kingstury Road including the anguler area
between Kingsbury Road eand Fryent Viay immediately
south of Kingsbury Station - Tuberculesis Officer,
Chest Clinic, Redhill County Hospital, patients
seen by appointment only. See LABORATORY SERVICES
for examinaticn of sputum. Sputum flasks and
paper handkerchiefs granted free to necessitous
cases having domiciliary treatment.

VERMIN - Assistance of Heelth Visitors
availeble to advise regarding disinfestation of
head and body and Health Visitor would follow up
case to see that instructions have been effectively
carried out on request of private medical
practitioner. For severe cases with secondary
head or skin infection, endeavcur will be made on
request to find hospitel accommodation for a few
days. Disinfestation of bed and body clothing
aveilable at Council's disinfection station on
application to Publie Health Department. .

INFECTIOUS DISEASES.

A remarkably low incidence of the
infectious diseases maintained throughout 1540.
In the country as a whole Cerebro-spinal Fever
and German Measles reached relatively high
epidemic proportions. In Wembley there were
17 cases of Cerebro-spinal Fever (3 in 1939
and 1 in 1938), and there was a definite local
epidemic of German Measles.

The usual experience with regard to
Measles has been an epidemic prevalence every
two years, but 1940 was not a "measles year®
as expected. By Nevember, however, the number
of cases notified had begun to rise and a typical
epicdemic peek was reached in February 1941.




To obtein comparative figures regarding the
winter respiratory diseases, it is a custom of the
Departuent to consider winter to begin at the week
ending the first Saturday in ﬂctober, and to end Tlth
the week ending the last Seturday in March.

In the winter 1937/3%8 fifty-six cases, in 1938/
seventy-five cases, in 1939/40 sixty-cne cases, and i
the winter 1940/41 eighty-two cases of Acute Primary |
Pneumonia and Acute Influenzal Pneumonia were notifi
while the numbers of deaths from &llied respiratory
diseases in those winters were 73, 86, 106 and 107.

With regard to 1940, in the first three months
there were 74 deaths and in the last three months
%1 deaths, the peak incidence being in March, and
while the number of deaths in the first quarter was
definitely higher in 1940 than in 1938 or 1939 it wad
2 less than in the first three months of 194l.

Acton and Wembley Infectious Diseases Hospital.

~Admissions 1940.
1st + 2nd 3rd
quarter. guarter. guarter.

Scarlet Fever o L 28 27
Diphtheria e - 4 7
Erysipelas : . § 2 3
Measgles ' : - - 66
German Measles 13 5 -
Cerebro-spinal

Meningitis 4 - 2
Encephalitis.

Lethargica - 1 i
Influenza = 1 -
Dysentery - . 4
Whooping Cough - 1 ot
Chicken-pox - - 2
Imfet.:_gu - - -

astoid - = 1

Totals 29 43 i




Number of removals carried out by Infectious
Disezses Ambulance for each cu..,.rt.ag_nl the
vear 1940. i
1st 2nd Ird 4th |
quarter. guarter. quarter. guarter. Total, p
40 12 14 13 79 31
Dig‘gtheria Immunisation. . .
Year. 05 500 10-15 Over)5 Total |3
1936 108 -~ 1785 ' 36 o B
1937 129 174 36 3 21
1938 207 241 58 4 510 |3
1939 176 282 75 5 53 1%
1940 _249 152 44 b, 420 |5
Totals 869 1027 249 19 2164 {1
g
i
Wlth the intensive campaign during 1941 a large |,
increase in the numbers immunised w:.ll be reported 12
- in the next annual review. : .
13
~
3
A
>
- 3
] 3
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84 E 'g o % g *é E. (i1} m'amg =i E‘r:d q&-’%%

2o 5 8 8. & & 0 ¥ F a2 adds8 8 88 whi
Scarlet Fever A3, 747 6 B AN 5 UL AL g ar e 5. = 16 (194) .79 60.%4
Diphtheria - B AR - B R e B e 26 (69) 2¢ 92,31
Enterit Fever P o S R N SR e R e L - (3) - -
Pnewnonia 79536 20 1@ 8 3O as e e {od2s R Il (1) = a0 o3 o
Erysipelas &R B et 8 S S B T S 28 (21) 10 35.71
Ophthalmia
Neonatorum A e SR LA S T e S N 4 {8 -2 mp.bg
Puerperal Pyrexia i B T b RO R SR s e Gt 4-{10) = -
BeUU POTAGIIRILNE 5 e e = e G it SR - 1 = 2! Y 25 300,00
Dysentery L TR N e e S e v g e R 2 1) T . Bl
Cerebro-spinal
Fever 8 R e T ) e B DG i ale ey R & R 17 10000
Measles 95 19 °15 28 ‘12 7 13 59 85 25 114 4> 73 528 (10) 7@ 14.96
Whooping Cough 10 15 14 21 12 6. 2 4@ € 3 13 B 5 215 gy P Rl
Food Poisoning o e T el S DG e S 6 6 - 35 -t -
Encephalitisa ;
Lethargica o e e R G e e S 5 DS L T 2 1) 2 0000

Comparative figures in brackets for 1939,




TABLE OF NON-NOTIFIABLE DISEASES — SCHOOL CHILODREN = 1940.

Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr.

May. June. July. Aug. Sep. Oct. Nov. Dec, Total.

Chicken—-pox 1 2 - -
Mumps AR by D 19
German Measles - 6 5L -210




DEATES FROM CERTAIN INFECTIOUS DISEASES (From

Registrar General).

Typhoid & Para-Typhoid Fevers

Cerebro-spinal Fever

Scarlet Fever

Diphtheria

Whooping Cough

Measgles

Influenza

Acute Poliomyelitis and
Polio Encephalitis

Acute Infective Encephalitis

Pneunmonia
Diarrhoea (under 2 years)

(Comparative figures in brackets

for 1939).

TUBERCULOSIS

New Gases-ﬂﬂtified.

Pulmonary.
M. F.
Total 56 44
(60)  (40)
Deaths.
Pulmonary.
M. ;
Total

32 21
(290 125)

Non-Pulm cné,r}' .

M. F.
1% 12
(12) (20)

Non-Pulmonary.
H' F'

1 6
(4) (5)

(Comparative figures in brackets

for 1939).

: & 5



MATERNITY AND CHILD WELFARE,

STATISTICS
as supplied by the Registrar General.
LIVE BIRTHS Male TFemzle Tctal
Legitimate 824 766 1590 Birth rate per
Illegitimate 27 25 - 52 1000 of esti-

mated resident
population 14,1¢
Comparastive rate for England and Vieles .. 14,6

|
!
I
STILL BIERTHS Male Female Totel f
!
I
|

Legitimate 22 20 42 Rate per

Illegitimate 2 - . 2 1000 total
(Live &
Still)

births ... 32,39

Still Birth rate per 1000 estimated |
Pﬂpul&tiﬂn COC B I B BN B O B O B 0‘34

MATERNAL MORTALITY |
Deaths from Puerperal & Post.Abort.Sepsis 2 |
Other Maternal causes ...c.cscss ST . TR

Maternal Mortality per 1000 Live Births ... 3.04
Maternal Mortality rate per 1000 total :
. : (LiVE&Stﬂl) Birtha sssassssasenasnaad 2'¢

INFANTILE MORTALITY

Deaths of Infants under 1 year of age:-

: Male Female Total
Legitimate 54 39 93
Illegitimate 2 - 2

Death rate of infants under 1 year of age:- ]
£11 infants per 1000 Live BiTths .......s 57

Legitimate infants per 1000 legitimate '
live births 509

Illegitimate infants per 1000 iuegitima‘wza%

live births

Infantile Mortality rete for England \
&1‘.{&1&5 T E RN TEEEENENENNN 55 5

e 14,




That the Infantile Mortality rate should rise
to 57.86, a figure even greater than that for
England and Wales as a whole, must have some comment.,

In the first place the individual rate of a
town of the size of Wembley is very sensitive when
campared with that for the whole Country. The
mmber of deaths in relation to 1660 births (in
Wembley) cannot be compared with the rumber of deaths
relating to 607,029 births (in England end Viales)
without regard to the statistical "probable error®.

In the report for 1938 it was stated that it
was very nearly true to say that the death rate in -
Wembley could be smaller only by a decrease in the
Infantile Mortality rate, while the Infantile
Mortality rate was almost as low already as it
could be unless there be some new factor to arise
influencing the killing diseases generally.

The percentege of infant deaths occurring within
the first month of life in the last four years is
shown:- 1937 - 56.7; 1938 - 59.5; 1939 - 62.8;
and 1940 - 61,9, while the percentesge of infant
deaths under one week may also be compared:-

1937 - 46.9; 1938 - 44.3; 1939 - 52.8; and

1940 - 30.4. These figures show that the rise in
infant deaths has not occurred because of deaths in
the group "Prematurity and Congenitel Defects™ in
which the infants' chances of survival can scarcely
be raised. :

From an individual anelysis of desths it
becomes clear that the increased number of deaths
occurred from Pneumonia, Bronchitis and Respiratory
Complaints together with a smaller increase from
Gastro-Enteritis. Further, after plotting the
infant deaths in monthly periods throughout the
vyear it is found that the deaths from respiratory
Causes occurred in the first three months of the
year, and to a slightly less extent in the last
three months, that is, at the times when weather

15,




conditions were the hardest, more especially in
the beginning of 1940. The Gastro-Enteritis
deaths occurred for the most part in August,
September and Octeber, and whether the climatic
conditions or the béginning of air raid conditions
were the more blame-worthy, only further research
will be able to prove. At any rate the rise in
Infentile Mortality seems to have occurred from
preventable causes, calling for still more health
education and care for the young infant.

ENVIROMMENTAL HYGIENE, FOOD AND WATER.

1940 1939
Number of complaints received
and investigated 1268 1238

(a) Visits to dwelling houses

including billets ..... 08536 7562
(b) Generzl Senitation seeeces

inspections «eeeessess. 15064 10852
(¢) Meat and other food eeeess '

inspections ..ceeeeeeess _3239 - _3676

28207 22090

NﬂtiCEE EEWE&.- . .VEI‘bEIl sassanE 42? 342
WI‘ittEﬂ- “-sema 3 6?5 414

Statutory.... - 48 45

Notices complied with :
Verbad..covie ' 0 228
L writtenl L O I B ] 586 454

Statutory.... L 71

Nuisances abated and improvements
~ effected - 2 hay : - -
(a) Dwelling HouSeSe.eseeeveses 2129 1006
(b) General Senitetion.seesess 2791 1262
(c) Meat and other foods
DR RRE, o v i ayansainsh 280 _128




1940 1939

No. of dwelling houses overcrowded
ek end of YORTessvsssennis o 45 22

No. of cases of overcrowding relieved

QUring year.ceescesss Cy R b 37

No. of houses becoming overcrowded

again after steps had been taken
tc abate the overcrowding..eees.... Nil Nil

e

Factory inspections for purpose of provisions as
to health:-
Number of':

Inspections. Written Occupiers
Notices. prosecuted,

497 9 -
21 g haias oo
Total . 518 9 -

Defects found -
Found. Remedied.

Want of cleanliness 3 ; &
Sanitary convenience :
(insufficient) \ : 4 %
(unsuitable or defective) 39 - %3
Other offences _ vt | 4
Total - 47 41

Outworkers - No. on Register 31.12,40.,.... 96
No. of visits paid to outworkers' premises 117

Ufficés': No. on Reglsater c.cesseess sesesece 204
No. of-visits made..cesssses AN
17




Found. Remedied.

Senitary accommodation

(unsuitable or defective) cveen 2 2
(not separate for the SeXes)ee - -
Other NUiSaNCEeS.cssssssscscaseces ; Haagap 1
Total - R A

AIR RAID SHELTERS.

A11 the public shelters are inspected by the

Public Health Department at least once in every
three months, visits being paid at more frequent
intervals as individual cases or complaints
require. _ Routine inspections are made at night
time as well as during the day. At these °
inspections the following headings are borne in
mind, from a hygiene point of view:-

ERolLET Bbesssssassinnssior LHDE, DETSONS) aseses
Bunks provided fOTeessses.BUNK SPACINZ s ssearees
Feet between bunks... WallS.eeessFlOOreassossas
CeilinZ.ceessss OOAWOT e cnoncses Ventilation
(Natural, through vent, mechanical, ebCe) enssse
T ﬁEmP'HEES---o--------1-‘-----1--91-1--
Heating - Absent/Present. Method..eessesacccnss
INAH . s o ssassrsnss 4L BROKING allowed is there
separate compartment - Yes/No. Lighting -
sufficient for reading and maintenance of
cleanliness throughout/dimming arrangements for
EleEPi.ngl-i!riiliiill;lllllllilll.iilll'll;#l"-'"
Senitary Accormodation (state type) secanssnanee
Water supply.............Canteen...........;..-
Tashing facilitieS.ecssceccsccsnscscnnsaanscntt
Cleanliness — General.......Dustbins provided

Yes/No.
— Beds & Beddinge....es.c.AT€ beds
aired daily Yes/No.

FEm—— SR e SRS e

Reports of Vemin - Rats...Mice...Bugs...Fleas: i

Mosquitoes... Reports of infectious or -

cgnt&aiﬂus diEEEEE-ii--l-ll-l-tllliiiiiuc.iii""-

Other special ] .
pe TEMEYKSessssesssssassssssnsansrse?

18,



e e — p——

|

DRATHAGE AND SEWERAGE.

Flooding in houses, is always against the
public health and when the flooding is by dirty
water from the roadways or, more important still,
from soil sewage, the objections are obvious,

Soil sewage flooding is always a serious
matter, and while an epidemic ‘of the intestinal
diseases is generally due to ‘the contamination
of a water or milk supply, soil sewage flooding
may account for sporadic cases of such diseases,

The Borough Engineer kindly supplies the

following information:- '

During 1940 the following sewerage schemes were

carried out:-

(1) Sudbury Heights Avenue and Barham Park,
S.W. Sewer, and storm overflows District
Road and Barham Park (£2,088),

(2) Surface Water Sewer rear of Lawrence
Crescent (£696). '

(3) Eleven miscellaneous small flood-prevention
schemes.

The surface water sewer Forty Lane and
Bridge Road, etc., was commenced in July 1940
&nd is still in progress.

During 1940 the preparation of flood-
Prevention schemes was actively pursued, and
apart from the above schemes, seven major schemes
(total estimated cost £25,650) and four small
Schemes (total estimated cost £500) were prepared.,

Tﬁere was no estate development in the
Borough in 1940, and there were no important
eieragze extensions.

HOUSING.

f The only houses built in 1940 were those
JU1L by private developers, the total number

f;h%* 104 (classification (a) (3) of which 24 are
s tS.
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MILK.
Visits to Dairies and Milk Shops 364

Samples taiten of designated millk,
No., taken. No. not up
to standarg
of orders,_

—— i iy

Tuberculin tested 33 2
Pasteurised 33 6

T.T. (Pasteurised) 3 3

X T.T. (Certified) 2 -
Accredited 10 -

1 9

PUBLIC WATER SUPPLY.

Air raid damage was experienced in the
Borough from the end of August, 1940, and up to
the end of the year 284 special bacteriological
examinations of water samples were made. These
samples were taken for two reasons, either because
of demage to water mains when the sample was taken
at the nearest available house, or because of
there being damage to a house sufficiently great
to justify thinking of the possibility of damage
to water services pipes off the water main. The
results were submitted to the Ministry of Health.

Accepted average standard based on samples
taken by Public Health Department previous
to 28th August, 1940:- -

Plate Count agar 3 days at 22°C. .. %
n " n 2 n 370 i PR R
Probable No. Coli MacConkey ;
S SN T BTN
. " faecal coli per ml. s ¢ B :
: f
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samples teken between 28th August and °
~  3lst December, 1940:-

Number which pass by accepted standard .. 150 i.e.

Number which fail (1) plate count only @ 67 n

(2) coli count only 2% N
53; both plate and coli 46
4

faecal coli g 'n

Swimary of agar counts.

(a) 3 days at 22° C, el
Number 20-99 100-149 150-199 Othe
under R0 :

230 33 g 4 leg

(b) 2 days at 37° C. |
Number — 10-14 15-19 20-24 25-29 30-39 40-50 Othe
under 10 | _

" Wittt Yol J 163
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Swmary of Coli MacConkey 3 days 2 G, :
per 100 ml,

Nil. 1-2 310 Qver 10

217 60 7 0 ;
7% 2% 3 0% )

Examinations repeated becazuse of first
report beinc unsatisfactory (49 in number).
Returned to accepgted standard within
days
7 14 21 28 35 42 49 9

(a) Where water

main damage

(14 in num-
ber) - iy Sl . B 0 el e |

(b) Where no
ascertained
water main

damage (35
innumber) . 16 8 8 2 1 - - =

The first point is the complete absence of
faecal coli in every case. ©Secondly, the non-
faecal coli counts are small and thirdly the
plate counts indicate that some disturbance occurs
on war damage and a bomb near a water main appears
to disturb it in some manner so that it took three
weeks for 91.4% of the water in such pipes to
return to normal, while where the main was
actually damaged, only 43% of the water became
normal in that time.

Amongst the 14 cases of water main damage,
11 of the samples showed coli MacConkey; 3 did
not, i.e. 3.6 in 1, while, in those 35 cases
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where there was no ascertained water main damage,
22 showed coli MacCeonkey; 13 did not, that is,
1.7 in 1.

Fortnightly samples are taken of the
public water supplies in the Borough for examination
at the Emergency Public Health Laboratories, copies
being submitted to the Statutory Water Companies,
These check samples confirm the consistently high
bacteriological standard of the water supply.

Abridged though this report is, it gives
emple evidence that the work of the Public Health
Department has gone on to the full, all in spite
of the gradual absorption by H.M. Forces of the
male personnel, and with constent changes in
the temporary staff.

In war conditions a Public Health Department .

has an opportunity of Providing new and additional
services as well as of giving its usual services
from new angles. Wembley has now itself suffered
éir raid demage, and has received many who have
suffered severely in other areas.

Assistance and advice have been given
regarding first aid repairs on damaged bhouses,
fore particularly with regard to the maintenance
of sufficient light and ventilation. The
Health Visitors have visited families received
from other areas and distributed information
*égarding and given of the various services
&vailable in the district. The officers of this
Departnent have their places in the Rest Centres
0d other Schemes of the Borough, while reference
18 made in the report to the public shelters.

In view of housing difficulties, of temporary
®vacuations end removals and other war circum-

23

B W et oy



P2

Medical

Officer
of

Health

Deputy <
Medical
Officer

edical e CIInTeRT, —] 2 dest. M . £ I St o Uiare Mot @z hah
General ey Pental Orricer
/ ’ Public / }7
Health
Specialist I Z
Technicel $Environmentel — Domiciliary 12 Health Visitors
Health (Borough divided into 12 districts)
| Education

[
i
|

A\

Sanitation - including Housing and Food

Chief Sanitary Inspector

\ 4 Sanitary Inspectors
(Borough divided into 4 districts) g

4 Outdoor Workers

(2 Disinfectors, 2 Labourers)
Civil Defence —————— Staff Officer Al
y (3 Clerical (2 Assistant |
,  Officers) Controllers) |
: Civil Defence I
Clerical WV I N
Administrative Chief Clerk
Executive General, Post, Sl I | Eylnd,
Accounts, Filing, Infectious Maternity & Sanitation,
Ordering and . Diseases Chila Vielfare Food, etc.
Distribution of : i
food and stock |
Clexrd Cleric 1 Clerical
%E}fg‘égg% (4, fiprical i G e




-__thrnughﬂut'tha year at the Health Clinics of

stances, there has been a rise in the incidence
of Scabies. Treatment has been made available
for this skin complaint and families visited

and advised. The supervision of food, of the
millk supply, and of the public water supply,

have all brought additional work. With regard
to food for example, condemnation for destruction
is only a last resort - the possibility of
sorting or of diversion for animal feeding or
for- industrial purposes is first thought of, and
schemes are worked out for the possibility of
contamination by gas of food supplies. Cooking
demonstrations have been given at the Health
Clinics in co-operation with the Ministry of Food
and Industrial undertskings. In short the
personnel of the Department are in more intimate
contact with the public than ever, and it is their
constant endeavour to disseminate information
regarding health and the prevention of disease

at every opportunity. Shetiolt

The diagram on page 24 indicates the
working scheme according to which the duties of
the department are spread. The essential
principle underlying this delegation is ease of
adjustment to prevailing circumsiances at any
time, The Mediczl Services of Civil Defence,
for example, an entirely new subject, are now
quite absorbed into the department and there is
ready always a complete co-ordination and
co—operation between the various sections.

The excellent services of the Voluntary
Helpers Association continued to be available

the Council, and it is a very pleasant duty to
acknowledge their high worth. =
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