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WEMBLEY URBAN DISTRICT.

Annual Reporl, 1921.

To the Chairman and Members of the Wembley Urban
Dastrict Council,

GENTLEMEN,

I have the honour to submit my Report on the
general health conditions of the District for the year
1921, being the 28th Annual Report issued since the
formation of the Council.

Medical Officers are required by Circular 269 of
the Ministry of Health to present a Report of a more
simple character this year; indeed, to give the usual full
and detailed report once only in five years, but to
include, nevertheless, as a minimum, certain necessary
particulars as follow : —

AREA.
The area of the Wembley District 1s 4,504 acres.

POPULATION.

The population of the district in 1921 from figures
supplied by the Registrar-General for the purposes of
this Report was 16,110.

INHABITED HOUSES.

The number of houses inhabited in 1921 unknown.
The number of families, or separate occupiers for
that year unknown,

RATEABLE VALUE.
The rateable wvalue of the Urban Ihstrict was

£124,930.
A penny rate produced the sum of £520.

BIRTH RATE.

The number of births registered during 1921 was 311,
giving a birth-rate of 17.94. In 1920 there were 325
births, giving a birth-rate of 20.8.

The number of legitimate births were—male, 143;
female, 160—303. The number of illegitimate births

were—male, 4; female, 4—S8.
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are taught to realise more fully their responsibilities.
The 1gnorance of the senior schoolgirl and young mother
of their anatomy and internal economy 1s appalling !
Omne is not surprised that the question of the desirability
for couples about to marry obtaining a certificate of
fitness after a rigid medical examination 1s again being
freely discussed.

NOTIFIABLE INFECTIOUS DISEASES.

- During 1921 there were 134 cases of infectious
disease notified as occuring in the district. Of these

55 were Scarlet Fever. 8 were Pneumonia.

43 ,, Diphtheria. 5 ,, Erysipelas.

15 ,, Pulmonary Tuber- 4 ,, Tuberculosis (other
culosis. than pulmonary),

The remainder were sporadic cases of Enteric,
Measles, Puerperal Fever, and Encephalitis Lethargica.

 Diphtheria, which had been very Erevalent in 1920,
still continued here (and throughout the whole country)
during 1g21.

There were 43 cases; there had been 81 1n 1920; 18
only 1n 1910.

Of the 43 cases 3 proved fatal. Doctors now fnd
that larger doses of the anti-toxin may be given with
advantage, and wisely do not wait for the result of the
swab examination if satisfied chinically that they are
dealing with a case of diphtheria., The mortality rate
is not large, but might be less or nil if parents could
realise the immediate necessity for seeking medical
advice in certain forms of sore throat. One has heard
that in some instances this apparent neglect may be due
to inability to pay a fee, but in Wembley no such excuse
can be given, as the dispensary letters are freely given
on application to the Clerk to the Council to those of
very small means who are not eligible for medical orders
from the Relieving Officer.

WATER SUPPLY.

The Wembley District is served by the Colne Valley
Water Co., and the supply is constant, and as a rule
good, but for a long time past, especially in the low-
lying parts of the district, the water, on first being drawn
became milky and appeared full of chalk, depositing
a sediment on being allowed to settle. The matter was
brought before the Secretary Manager on several occa-
sions, explanations were given, and some improvement
took place, but at the end of the year the trouble was
still often apparent. Before the war the Colne Valley
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water was of excellent quality and moderately soft.
During the war and since there has heen a marked hard-
ness and this chalkv deposit, but the water 1s still good
on analysis, and we quite hope socon to return to the
pre-war standard.

OVERCROWDING.

[ regret to report that during 1921 there was con-
siderable overcrowding, the accommodation afforded by
the Council houses not providing for more than one-third
of the need! Your sanitary officers frequently come
across urgent cases and, except for assisting by advice
in rearranging, are helpless in abating the nuisance.
There are several cottages that cannot be put into a
reasonably good state of repair, but at the same time
cannot be condemned till proper and sufficient housing
accommodation 1s provided.

Wembley has always been fortunate in not having
many dirty and destructive tenants; however, a few
tenants have given trouble and are still under observation,

NEW HOUSES.

" During 1921 g3 new private houses and 104 Council
houses were completed.

With regard to the Council houses, you know how
highly I think of their construction, and from the public
health points of view—especially in view of the stress and
difficulties of the times—the only question i1s whether you
cannot see your way to continue vour efforts and erect
as rapidly as possible a number 1n excess of these already
bualt.

OPEN SPACES.

Owing to the enterprise and foresight of former
Councils, Wembley is at present amply provided with
open spaces. T[hey need not be enumerated again on
this occasion.

SEWAGE OUTFALL WORKS.

In my last Report I referred to the new scheme pre-
pared by your Engineer for extension and alterations at
the Sewage Works at Alperton, and also to the loan
sanctioned by the Ministry of Health. The work has
not yet been sufficiently proceeded with to give a detailed
report.

MATERNITY AND CHILD WELFARE CLINIC.

This work 1s still so much appreciated under the
supervision of the Medical Officer, Dr. Hudgell, with
the assistance of many voluntary lady workers, that there
1s a danger of the Clinic being overcrowded. In more
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SANITARY INSPECTION OF DISTRICT.

At the end of this report will be found a tabulated
list of the work executed during 1921, It shows ap
enormous amount of good work, although very little of
it comes to your personal knowledge.

THE COMMON LODGING HOUSE AND
HOUSES LET IN LODGINGS.

~ During 1921 no houses in the District came under
either of these categories,

OFFENSIVE TRADES.

Fish frying is carried on in two premises, Fat
melting and extracting also at three premises. All

these premises are constantly inspected, and are usually
found in a satisfactory condition.

BAKEHOUSES, WORKSHOPS AND
SLAUGHTERHOUSES

‘Have been frequently and systematically inspected
during 1920, and all defects remedied at once.

THE COWSHEDS, DAIRIES AND MILKSHOPS.

I am glad to report that a much better standard has
been attained at the cowsheds. At last the farmers all
realise that you will insist upon the clauses of the Milk
Regulations being complied with in every detail. We
cannot vet pretend to have a milk produced at our
farms that will compare with Grade A certiied mlk,
but a great improvement has been effected, and 1s being
maintained throughout the district. We are now troubled
with the dirty condition of the milk imported from
the Home Counties and mixed with ours, and I have
written to the County Medical Officers of Health com-
plaining of this, and giving the names of the farms that
send out the milk. In time the farmer himself will see
that it pays to send out a clean milk that will, 1f cooled
immediately, keep a week without going sour, instead
of being unfit for use a few hours after delivery in hot
weather.

Last July, at the Conference of the Foyal Sanitar
[nstitute held at Folkestone I read a paper in which
urged a more vigorous inspection of the cowshed by the
sanitary officers, and pointed out in detail every impor-
tant point that must be observed if a clean milk 1s to be
obtained in the future. Moreover, I insisted on the benefit
to the district following a successful prosecution when
the cowkeeper declined to relinquish his ancient methods.
















































