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BOROUGH OF ROMFORD

To His Worship the Mayor, Aldermen, and Councillors of the
Borough of Romford.

Mgr. Mayor, LLADIES, AND (GENTLEMEN,

I have the honour, herewith, to present to vou this, my
Annual Report on the Health of the District for the year 1955.

This is the Twenty-second Report in the series, since 1 was
appointed vour Medical Officer of Health, and it is drawn up in
accordance with the requirements of Article 17(5) of the Sanitary
Officers” (Outside London) Regulations, 1985, and with Circular
No. 17/55 of the Ministry of Health, dated 23rd November, 1955.

The position I hold is that of Medical Officer of Health for
the Borough, and Area Medical Officer for the Romford Area of
the Essex County Council. So far as this Report is concerned, it
deals with my duties in both capacities,

My thanks are again gratefully tendered to all the members
of the Borough Council, and the Health Area Sub-Committee, to
the members of my staff, and to my fellow officials for all the
assistance they have given me in the compilation of this report, or
in the performance of the work.

I am,
Mr. Mavor, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Your obedient servant,

JAMES B. SAMSON,
Medical Officer of Health.

PunLic HEALTH DEPARTMENT,
Towwn HarLL, RoMFORD.
May, 1956.
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ANNUAL REPORT

OF THE

MEDICAL: OFFICER OF HEALTH

for the Year 1955

Statistics and Social Conditions of the Area

Area (in acres) .... 9,342
Population : Census (1951), 88,002 ; Mid. 1955 (Estd.) 107,800
Number of Inhabited Houses (end of 1955) ... 30,275
Rateable Value (end of 1955) e 2e0005,508
Product of Penny Rate (end of 1955) £3.084

Extracts from Vital Statistics for the Year

Total M. F.
Live Births: Legitimate ... o 1 BRRS 938 915
Illegitimate .... 62 - 33 29

Birth Rate: 14.9 per 1,000 of

estimated resident population
Btill Births : Legitimate ... 42 23 19
Illegitimate .... 2 1 1

Rate per 1,000 total (live and

births) : 23.5

Deaths ... 705 369 336

Death Rate: 9.2 per 1,000 estimated resident population.

Rate per 1,000
total (live and
still) births

Deaths from Puerperal causes 0.51

Death Rate of Infants under one year of age :—
All Infants per 1,000 live births ... ; 4 23.0
Legitimate Infants per 1,000 legitimate lwa hlrths 12.4
Illegitimate Infants per 1,000 illegitimate live births 32.3

Deaths from Cancer (all ages) -~ a3
Deaths from Measles (all ages) 1
Deaths from Whooping Cough (all ages) i3

Deaths from Diarrhoea (under 2 years of age) —
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TAELE 2.
Deaths at the subjoined ages of Residents, after
All Ages correction for Inward and Outward transfers
Causes of Death
Under 15- | 25-1 35-145- [ 56b- | BA-| To &
M. |F | Total|] 1 |1/2-4|5-14 24 | 34| 44 | 54 | 64 | 74 | upwards
l'I;t]l-;J!.rﬂ.l:l!OElﬁ raapu‘n: 4| o 6 u . 4 o ol 119 :
Tuberculosis,-other .. 11 1 E 1 . S| [ e - 1
Syphilitic disease ... 4] ... . . - 1) 2 I
Dlphihe]ﬂa e amn ea s EEa R e aan bR =a i
Whooping Cough ... | = | 1 : Ey | B B s | )
Meningocoecal mfec
HUHE b oL B g aes LLLT = e
Acutp pollnmjrelltiu e | 2 2 CETI ot L £ 2 e |
MEEE[EE T 1 ol 1 =% v l e L] EE el - EET EE
Other infeetive n.nd
p&raalt‘]ﬂ_ dweasan it EEL} ]- 1 EETS EEE 1 sas | BEwm
Mal
a0 B IR N (ot RSN U N IR o L ) S
Malignant |
Malignaat soepingiy| ool v lmmad vl L Lo b Lot b sl sl o
Mali
e onant (DI st i R 1 GRS To Al N N G0 BEVER o O e
Malignant neoplasm, |
u!erLFa - “us 7 i S| (T e | wne | was 1 1 1 a9 9
Other mahgnn.nt and |
lymphatic neoplasms | 33 | 341 67 | .. L.l 1. B| 414|126 24
ukaemia, alenk-
AeMmia ... 1/ 4 2 1 2 111
Eiahﬁtfx b 2 3 5 aas maa G L] .:..’ E‘ 1 -
ascular lesions of
Dervoug g],ratema | 3248 | 80 o | 1| 1| 1| 6|16]27] o8
Corona di .
anging . stoet il b boanalor i o e it N Inge e s e | g
Hrperienamn with
I]_Eﬂ.r!, d'se&!e e 3 3 B e T waw ' BT Tam LR} LT wan 3 ]. 2
Other heart disease... | 92 | 54 | 106 4| 2| 8| B|20]| @5
Other circulato
figwse Ly lamhan @) visiss fadd o o AR e
Influenza .., r 2| 2 4 S| A [ | | R ! I |t e [ 9
Prneumonia ... o 5 1 40 i i I ol i v [ 112 12
Bronchitis .. ... |23 (10| 33 1 - 5l14]| 10
Other diseases of rﬂ'!
piratory system b 'l 2 9 P TR [Por, G, NRURRE | RS 1155 e 4 1 3
Ulcer of Stomach and
duodenum ... 8] was i aniy elasalt o o WSS B =l I (60 15 B | 2
ltastritia, entaritis
208 dinrrhoes: L. oo | e 1 B 3 Sl B A [, 0 = 2 1
Nephritis and mph
l‘l:]-ﬂ,]g P 4_ B 1{' wmw s @Es wE e . wm saw l i B 2 4
Hyperplasia of ros-
tmt:r].:l.. ! 5| ae ] 1 4
Pregnaney, childbirth 3
Ibﬂrtlﬂﬂ P L] 1 1 mE EER] 1 pan he L
Congenital malforma-
H':-Da s 9 4 13 9 | § 1 1 we - - 1
Other defined and ill-
defined diseases ... |42 | 41 | 83 @l fauf e fowe | ) 3] |14 30]12 ] 13
Motor vehicle acei- .
dents ... = 7| 4 11 sunry i = A | B S 2 2
All other md@nt; #5. T o 12 A i ra 2 2 = 1 a 2
E[u':mdﬂ, s s 1 'i 5 * s waw e ]. - EE E 1 1
micide and u-pel‘l.-
tm‘ t:lf ‘I'I"a.:l.' ' TT] R 1 ]- EE e LY EEE] PEE 1 e ama EL)
Total ... |369 |336 @ 705 44 (2] 1| 4 (13|20 34 | 61 {111 |171 | 237
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This year the Registrar-General has given his estimate of the
mid-year population of Romford as 107,800, which compares with
105,900 for last year, an increase of 1,900,

During 1955, the total number of live births registered was
1,915, and the total number of deaths registered was T05. The
difference of 1,210 gives the total increase in the population. As
this number falls short of the Registrar- General's estimated in-
crease of 1,900, it follows that the balance of 690 is made up of
Immigration over Emigration.

For 1955, we estimate the Birth Rate to be 14.9 per 1,000 of
the estimated resident population. This figure is obtained my multi-
plying the Crude Birth Rate of 17.8 by the Comparability Factor
of 0.84. For last year, the Rate was 15.3.

The Rate for England and Wales for 1955 is given as 15.0.

The DDeath Rate for Romford is estimated at 9.2 per 1,000 of
the estimated resident population, This figure is obtained by multi-
plyving the Crude Death Rate of 6.5 by the Comparability Factor
of 1.42. For last year the Rate was 9.1. The comparable Rate for
England and Wales 1s 11.7.

The chief causes of death in order of frequency were :—
(1) Diseases of the Heart and Circulation,
(2) Cancer.
(3) Bronchitis, Pneumonia, and Other Respiratory Diseases.

‘The Maternal Mortality Rate, which is the number of Maternal
Deaths, due to conditions associated with pregnancy or confinement
per 1,000 total (live and still) births, is 0.5,

The Infant Mortality Rate, or the Death Rate of Infants under
one vear of age per 1,000 live births, 1s 23.0, an increase of 2.3.

The corresponding figure for England and Wales is 24.9.



18

1,—GENERAL PROVISION OF HEALTH SERVICES FOR
THE AREA '

(1) Staff

The particulars of staff are set out at the beginning of this
report. The Assistant Medical Officers, Dental Staff, Nursing
Staff, and Domestic Help Organiser, and, also the majority of the
Clerical Staff, are under the jurisdiction of the Essex County
Counecil, who are the Local Health Authority for the Part IIT
duties of the National Health Service Act, 1946,

(1) Laboratory Facilities

These remain as hitherto, and meet the requirements of the
Department, and the General Practitioners.

(i11) Nursing in the Home
(a) (FENERAL NURSING.

At the end of the year 8 Home Nurses, and 4 Home Nurse/
Midwives were serving the area. These were employed in general
domiciliary nursing, and, in addition, the Home Nurse/Midwives
combined this work with midwifery duties.

Under the provision of Section 28 of the National Health
Service Aect, sick-room equipment is available on loan, without
charge.

Table 3 sets out the work of the Home Nursing service, during
the year.

TABLE 3
(1) Number of visits paid ........ccooceeee. 26,200
(2) Number of cases attended ................ 1,580

(b) DomiciLiary MIDWIVES.

At the end of the year 100 Domiciliary Midwives were employed,
also the 4 Home Nurse/Midwives, referred to above.

The following gives a summary of the cases attended by the
Domiciliary Midwives, as Midwives, and as Maternity Nurses.

TABLE 4
s 1B Ly g g o RO e | o L

A NEnteinity Mraes .ol B L D
Table 5 gives a summary of the ‘*Medical Aid’’ notices received
during the year.
TABLE 5

(1) Where the medical practitioner had arranged to provide
the patient with maternity services, under the National
Health 'Batvitag: 0, A S Ao, 2 R S e 4

(D) R ot B SRR s B cncnten i IR Y LBl L 90
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(iv) Ante-natal and Post-natal Clinics

Four Ante-natal sessions are held each week, and 3 Post-natal
sessions are held per month. When necessary, use has been made
of the Consultative Clinic at Oldchurch Hospital.

During the vear 495 individual expectant mothers attended the
Ante-natal Clinies, of which 199 sessions were held. The total
number of attendances of the Ante-natal mothers was 2,355, giving
an average of 4.8 attendances per patient. The average number
attending at each session was 11.3. Thirty-two Post-natal sessions
were held, and 260 attendances were recorded. The average
number attending at each session was 8.1.

(v) Child Welfare Clinics.

Twelve Child Welfare sessions are held each week. Altogether,
there were 600 sessions, and the following table gives a summary
of the attendances.

TABLE 6

Individaal children atEEn@IRG ... ... G000
Children under one vear attendmﬂ fur the ﬁrst fime ........... 1,388
Medichl. consmlBRTIBITE .. oo o ibaior ks babro b thr s oo« « L E
Attendances of children under one year of age ................... 17,664
Attendances of children between the ages of one and five

OED: fi5a:svtsssmssinnnsrs v b vR s s S e i b s 1L I
Average attendance per Session ............cocococmononee 988

(vi) Health Visitors
At the end of the vear, there were 16 Health Visitors.

Table 7 relates to Home Visits paid by the Health Visitors,
in connection with their duties under Maternal and Child Welfare.

TABLE 7
(a) To Expectant Mothers—
L N IBIEE 0 t e i i i e B it S 155
2L T S o P SR
(b) To Children under one year of age—
arat. WARMES. ..l Bt R i o e RSEIR
Tokal Visite: cocius ik standinauplanibaas it aand Ve 210

) To Children between the ages of one and five years—
Phatia] VAR oo amhiiasins sishias v ibcnstinisiiee vt T st B
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(vii) Inspection of Nursing Homes

There are four Nursing Homes on the register. Permission
was given during the year for the number of beds at the Home
at 21 Gilbert Road, to be increased from 10 medical or chromie
patients to 14.

All the Homes were inspected on four oceasions throughout the
vear, on behalf of the County Council, and conditions were found
to be satisfactory.

(vin) Domestic Helps

The demand for this service has been fairly regular. During
the year 145 Part-time and Casual Helps were Bmplﬂyed and they
attended 691 individual cases. Tuberculous patients have again
heen aided by special volunteers.

(1x) Day Nurseries
The three Day Nurseries have been maintained as hitherto, the
only alteration being that they are now closed on Saturdays.

The average daily attendances for the vear at each Nursery
1s shown below :—

TABLE 8
) G S R e |
Collier [ Row [INBYBEER .ot b s ienstsgosssnss 10 BT
Rush Green NUrsery ... 80

The *‘St. Moritz’" and the Collier Row Nurseries are
scheduled to take forty children each, and the Rush Green Nursery,
fifty children.

(x) Dental Service

There has been no improvement in the recruitment of Dental
Officers, and, at the end of the vear, we had only 2 Dental Officers,
and 2 Dental Attendants. For the most part their work has been in
connection with the School Health Service.

The following gives particulars of the work done during the
vear for expectant and nursing mothers, and children under school
age i—

TABLE 9
(a) Numbers provided with Dental care ~—
Needing Made
Examined. Treatment. Treateil. Dentally Fit.
Expectant and Nursing
Mothers ..cicevenesensrans 95 T4 7] 25
Children under Five ... 827 283 ang 142
(b) Forms of Dental Treatment provided —
Anaesthetics. Sl:.nllnl.ﬂ '
Extrac- Silver Radio- Dentures
Pl Se i
Hons. i tn;u;u':n TRt g FOREARL
Local. General. Treatment. Complete. Partial
Expectant and
Nursing
Mothers ... 144 52 19 175 14 - b h 10 1

Children under
1 TR B 128 317 b 81 121 2 - -=
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(x1) Harold Hill Health Centre

The Liocal Authority section of the Health Centre has con-
tinued to provide a varied service, embracing Ante-natal,
Post-natal, and Child Welfare sessions. Mothercraft lectures, and
exercises for expectant mothers are held on a weekly basis. The
Minor Ailments’ Room is utilised for the treatment of minor
allments amongst school children, and also for work in connection
with Immunisations. Speech therapy, Orthopmdic treatment,
Physiotherapy, Artificial Sunlight, and Ophthalmic examinations
are also available.

A Dental Officer 1s in full-time attendance for work among
school children, and the priority classes, viz., nursing and
expectant mothers, and children under 5 years of age.

The (General Practitioners’ Wing is utilised by the same 9
practitioners as last year, and they have again had the services of
nursing and clerical staff. New equipment and replacements have
heen plml{led as and when required, and an Autoclave is now in
use which obviates dressings having to be sent to a neighbouring
hospital for sterilisation.

During the year, a Dentist was appointed by the Executive
Council for General Dental Services, and, in this connection, the
Loeal Authority provided the services of a Dental Attendant. A
dental X.ray apparatus has been obtained for the use of both
Dentists.

2.—SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA

(1) Water
Mr. H, G. Ramsay, Chief Engineer of the South ssex Water-
works Company, has kindly given me the following report with
regard to the water supply to the distriet :—
‘* (a) There have been no new extensions of public water supply
during the year 1955, other than those for the supply to permanent
housing sites.

(b) TL.engths of mains laid, in vards —
3# 4:.‘ 'E:l]”
Romford Aresa: i.....ciiba..d 2 91] 3,509 191
(¢) The water supply of the area, and of its several parts, has
been satisfactory, both as to quality and quantity.

(d) Bacteriological and Chemical examinations are made of the
raw water, of the water in its various stages of treatment, of the
water supplied from the Company’s wells, and of the water going
into supply.

Analyses are also made of samples obtained from consumers’
taps in various parts of the Company’s district; all proved to be
satisfactory.

A total of over 3,900 Chemiecal, Bacteriological, and Biological
examinations have been made,
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(e) The waters are not liable to plumbo-solvent action.

(f) No econtamination has arisen, therefore, no action has been
necessary.

In addition to the analyses carried out by the Waterworks
Company, samples have also been taken from consumers’ taps by
the Sanitary Inspectors, and sent for Bacteriological analyses once
per month, and Chemical analyses once per six months, and the
results have confirmed the findings of the Campany.

(11) Sanitary Inspection of the Area

The Chief Sanitary Inspector has given me the under-
mentioned report, as required by Article 27(18) of the BSanitary
Officers’ (Outside London) Regulations, 1935, and also the par-
ticulars which follow :(—

During the year, 1935 complaints were received and investigated.

TABLE 10
Nature and Number of Inspections during the vear—
Accumulations and Refuse Depﬂaita ........................ 81
Bakehouses ............ 23
Butchers' Shops an{] Etalls e T doide T 167
77T ) - SSRGS, L A SRR £ T ST I 60
'Cinemas .......... 16
Common Ln::dgmg Hnuses .......................................... 11
Cowsheds, Dairies and Milkshops ........cccniiiinniias 201
Drains, relmd or altered . 155
Dzamage—nhst:ucted or Aefective ... 649
Draing Tested .............. 36
Disinfections and Dlsmfestatmns ............................ 12
Dustbing .......... 119
Establishments for Massage and Specla] treatment 21
Factories Act (Mechanical Power) . 157
Factories Act (Non-mechanical) .........ocoirevietensnen: s
Factories Act (Outworkers Premises) ..o 160
Food Preparing Premifes. ...t 296
Food Hawlere oo e HEOGE TG D 45
Food InapBelion ... s bt i s st 435
Food Bampling—Formal ...........aiiin il il 139
Food Sampling—Informal ..........ccommiiniininninsiinan. 229
Food BHODE ..ottt o o 20 232
Housing Bl . soatain ot comat s SIS S 3,488
Heating Appliances {Fll@guardq} Kot 1oE@ i/ 4()
Ice (‘:eam PR RS | 0] 169
Infectious Dlsease ........................................................ 737
Inbectn anid Poale ..o il S 50
Beeping of Apamnala ..ot o5 oo 78
Miille BapofiBing e ai i e e 148
Miscellamiedn: .8 afe i s Aol ansngiang o 244
Markets ........... 113
Nuisances, Puhlm Health ﬁct .................................... 2,209

Old M&tal Dealers .. 21



(¢)

(d)

(e) Notices served under the Shops Act .......c.ccovnvnnneen.
Notices served under the Food & Drugs Act ...

(f)

(111)
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Pet Animals Act, 1951 .. 27
Prevention of Damage b;,r Pests Act BTV S 2,627
Public Baths .. 2 s 15
Public Cunvemencﬁa .................................................... 19
HEE Bloal Aal . o e dpipmiioistumigesbomici 9
S T IR e o 2o e et S L P s SR 11
Behools and School Canteens .........oooceeevieeeciirnee 69
Shops Act-—All SochiDnB ..okt smto dnsninssonss o SFl 10
P T T N e BN B e 793
Bmdlie” Obgexvabiong' .......act. S 0. A0EAEN .. 87
Btreams and PoBds .ol bbb d it 92
Ponta wang and shede .l calibanimananans s 173
Verminous premiss wooaalamulh it g 53
akar G loaekoy .. aua. shiabdosa seeator 5 e o 23
K R S N S Ly e 63
Informal Notices (number served) ... 564
Statutory Notices (number served) ....................... 143

As a result of the service of Notices, the necessary works were
completed by the owners or occupiers in all cases except 102,
the works of which were still in hand at the end of the vear.

Factories Acts.

185
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A summary of the statistics, as required by the Ministry of
Labour and National Service,

1. Inspections.
Premises.

18 given below :—
TAEBLE 11

Number on

Register

(1) Factories in which

Sections 1, 2, 3, 4

and 6 are to be
enforced by lLocal
Authorities ;
(11) Factories not in-
cluded im (1) 1n
which Section 7 is
enforced by  the

(1) Other

Liocal Authority ..
Premises 1n
which Section 7 is

enforced by the
Liocal Authority
(excluding Out-

Workers premises)

Total

Written Oeccupiers

Inspections Notices Prosecuted

13 58 — —
269 157 3 —
41 39 1 —
323 254 1 =
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2. Cases in which Defects were Found.

Particulars.
No. cf
Cases
in which
No. of Cases in which defects were found. prosecu-
cutions
Found. Remedied. Referred instituted.
to HM. by H.M.
Inspector. Inspector.
Want of
("leanliness 1 1 — 1 —

Overcrowding — — — — —
['nreasonable
Temperature = — — — —

[nadequate
Ventilation — — — T =

Ineffect. dramn.
of floors — = = T >z

Sanitary Con-
venlences—
(a) Insufficient 1 1 — 28 il
(b) Unsuitable :
or defective 2 2 e a 20
(c)Not separ-

ate for
Sexes — = =53 - =

Other Offences o A144] ) 5 g 15

Total 4 4 —_ 3 —

3. Outwork.

Ho. of Mo. of
No. of Mo. of Prosecu- Instances
out- Cases of tions for of Work
Mature of Work Workers default failureto in Un- Notices Prosecu-
in August in send-  supply whole- Served tions
List ing List Lists Some

Premises
Wearing Apparel—
Making, ete. ... 35 — — — — _-—
Box Making s R — — = - -
Total ... 48 — — o = e

During the year 160 inspections were made of Outworkers'
premises,



(iv) (Caravan Sites.

There are 7 licensed caravan sites, one still being controlled by
the Council.

Altogether, there are 218 caravans on these sites. The sites are
maintained in a satisfactory condition.

(v) Prevention of Damage by Pests Act, 1949,

During the year the Sanitary Inspectors, and Rodent Operative
carried out 2,627 inspections, or re-inspections, to premises
suspected of being infested by rats or mice.

Further maintenance treatment, in respect of rat disinfestation
to sewers was undertaken during the year,

(vi) Pet Animals Act, 1951,

Fifteen persons are licensed to keep Pet Shops. Frequent in-
spections continue to be carried out.

3.—INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD

(1) Milk Supply.

At the end of the year 38 persons were registered as Retailers,
or Distributors. Of these 14 were licensed to retail Tuberculin
Tested Milk:; 19 were licensed to retail Pasteurised Milk; and 34
were licensed to retail Sterilised Milk.

The two Pasteurising plants are kept under surveillance by the
department.

During the year, 125 samples of milk were taken, and only 2
failed to pass the preseribed test.

(ii) Ice-Cream.

There were at the end of the year 3 manufacturers, and 201
vendors on the register.

During the year, 59 samples were taken for Bacteriological
examination, and of these 52 were satisfactory, and 7 unsatisfactory.

Nineteen samples uf ice-lollies were taken, and only 2 proved
unsatisfactory.

Eight samples of ice-cream, and six ice-lollies were taken for
Chemical examination, and all proved satisfactory.
(111) Meat.

There are 3 licensed slaughterhouses in the Borough, and one
of them is licensed for the slaughter of horses.

Altogether, 24,673 animals were slaughtered for human
consumpftion.

The Sanitary Inspectors, as usual, paid visits, not only to the
Slaughterhouses, but also to the Meat Depdts, Butchers’ Shops,
Stalls, ete.

Table 12 sets out the particulars of the carcases inspected, and
condemned :—






(iv) Food Products in General.

In addition to the premises used for Milk, Ice-Cream, and
Meat, referred to above, the following are registered under the
Romford Urban District Council Act, 1931, and are subject to the
Clean Food Byelaws.

Bakers PR Cafés 59
Confectioners ... 62 Fishmongers ... 30
Greengrocers ... 47 Grocers 121
Miscellaneous ... 12 Hawkers S

There are also 45 food stalls situated in the Market Place on
three days of the week.

All the above are regularly inspected. During the year, T96
such inspections were made.

The majority of the food shops now have constant hot water
provided for washing purposes.

(v) TUnsound Food.

During the year, 435 visits were made to food premises, mainly
on request, for the purpose of dealing with unsound food, and a total
quantity of 8 tons, 12 ewts., 75 lbs. of food was surrendered as unfit
for human consumption. Where possible all unsound food is
disposed of for animal feeding—the remainder is dealt with by the
Cleansing Department.

(vi) The Food and Drugs Acts, 1938 - 1954.

During 1955, 315 samples were submitted for analysis, com-
prising 66 Formal, and 249 Informal.

Table 13 sets out the types of food examined. Of the 66
Formal samples taken, 2 proved to be not genuine.

Of these, one consisted of Pork Sausages that contained only
679% of meat, this was reported to the Health Committee, who, in
view of the recent High Court ruling, decided not to institute pro-
ceedings, but to send a strong letter of warning to the manufacturer.

The second unsatisfactory sample was of Whisky, which the
Analyst reported as being only 64.3° proof and containing 19 of
water. This whisky was sold from a bottle labelled 70° proof. The
information has been forwarded to the Minister requesting per-
mission to institute proceedings under the Labelling of Food Order,
1953 ; but authority had not been received by the end of the year.

Of the Informal samples the following were reported on
adversely :—

Bread.—The following samples were submitted as a result of
complaints.

3 samples of bread which were alleged to be contaminated with
dirt were found on examination to contain small areas of vegetable
grease from the machines, Letters were sent to the manufacturers
in each case,
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2 samples of bread were alleged to contain mouse droppings—
on examination the particles in the bread were found to be cylind-
rical bodies of charred dough. J

1 sample, alleged to have a peculiar taste, was found to contain
an excess of salt. This information was passed on to the authority
in whose area the bread was manufactured.

Fruit Squash.—One sample submitted on complaint, was found
to contain suspended matter, consisting of miscellaneous dirt, saw-
dust and gritty matter. A warning letter was sent to the
manufacturers.

Grease from Baker's Mixing Machine.—A sample of grease
taken from a baker's mixing machine, following complaints of
grease being found in bread, was found to consist mainly of mineral
oil. The bakers were advised on methods to adopt, in order to
prevent this grease entering the mixing bowl.

Meat Pie.—A complaint was made concerning the presence of
tobacco in a meat pie, and, on analysis, the meat content was found
to contain 2 grains of finely shredded tobacco, similar to that used
for cigarettes. The matter was reported to the Health Committee,
which resolved to send a strong letter of warning to the
manufacturer.

Milk.—A sample of milk was sent to the analyst, on receipt of
a complaint as to its smell and appearance, The analyst reported
that this milk contained 2.29, of Potassium Cyanide. The details
were forwarded to the Police.

Nuts.—One sample of mixed nuts was found to bave a high
percentage that was decomposed and unsound, on being informed of
this the vendor withdrew the remainder from sale.

Pickled Onions.—One sample of pickled onions, taken inform-
ally, was not labelled in accordance with the requirements of the
Labelling of Food Order, 1953. The Health Committee resolved to
forward the information to the Minister. The manufacturers with-
drew all other pickles from sale, and relabelled them in accordance
with the Order.

Sausages.—Three samples of sausages were found to contain
Sulphur Dioxide without the proper declaration being made, and
three samples were found to have a low meat content.

These matters were taken up with the manufacturers.

Legal Proceedings.
The following cases were taken under Byelaw 9 of the Clean
Food Byelaws :—
Offence Result
(1) Failing to have name and address legibly
inscribed on a stall Fined £1
(2) ditto Fined £1
~ The following case was taken under Article 26 of the Milk and
Dairies Regulations :—
Failing to ensure the proper cleansing
of milk bottles Fined £2
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TABLE 13

Summary of Samples taken for Analysis during the Year 1954

Acetic Acid
Almond Flavour ... ;
Ammoniated Tincture ni

Quinine 3
Beef Chi la.ta.n
Beef & Vegetable Stew
Beer
Biscuits ...
Black Puodding ...
Borax :
Bread
Bread and 'Bnttar
Butter e
Buttered Hnllu
Buttered Sweets
Cabbage—red ...
Camphorated 0il
Castor 01l

Chicken & Ham Pie
(innamon P
Citric  Acid
Cochineal Gﬂ'[ourmg
Coffee A
Coffee & Ghml:my
Cough Mixture ...
Congh Pastilles ...
Crab—dressed
Cream o
Cream ﬂnramaiu
Cream Cakes
Curry Powder ...
Custard Powder ...
Dandelion Coffea
Dripping ...
Epsom Salts
Eucalyptus Oil ...
Fish C»a.l:tu
Fish pa
Fru:t—dr:ed
Fruit juices & nquaa.hea
(Fin o
Gmgar—-gnmnd
Glauber salts ...
Glyeerine, Lemon
Honey ...
Glycerine, L&nmn, Hnnay
and B
(rrease m hakem nux
ing machine ...
Gripe Water
Grronndnut Ol
Honey
Tee Cream
Ice Lollies
Indian Brandee ...
Jam
Jelly i
Lard T
Lemon Essence ...
Luncheon Meat ..
Laucozade

and

Carried farward

Number examined

Result of Analysis

Formal | Informal

Tatal

e

Genuine

'Not Genuine

e

.

i

" W WEgw W W
- -
#im m = m W m

e e ——

Ll e B - B I Tl SR o e el = = R g o

[l S T S Rl e T e e e e e e e N el el el e R

il

BEESEY ELRE ™ LA DI EEL L BT B TaBITELL |

E}I!i.-lltllmlllil [ 1 I 8 S R o O e R N O O R e B R

1
2
| 1
| 6
| 3
. 1
a
12 1
2
10
1
2
2
i 1 : i E &
1 1 1 1 : e
| 1 l i 1
1 1 1 —
1 1 1 -
1 1 1 —
— B 8 =
B 6 G =
1 1 1 _—
1 L L .
] B b —
3 4 4 =
1 1 1 —
1 1 i ==
1 R ! 1 —-
116 132 124 8



TABLE 13—continued

Brought forward

Margarine

Marzipan ...

Meat Pastes

Meat Pie ...

Mik g :
Muﬂ-:—empﬁratad
Mincemeat e
Mint Bauce
Mussels ...

Nuts

0il of "Lllm:mda
Olive il ...
Onions—pickled
Peas—processed

Pepper

Pickles

Pilehards in Tnm En.u-:m
Plul&mg—-ﬂhnut-m&a

Rice et
Risaol—nut g i
Rum o i
Rum Flavourin

Sage & Onion gtuﬂ'ing
Halad Cream -
Sandwich Spread L
Sausages—unclassified

Sausagep—beef ... o

Sausages—pork :
Sausages—Iliver ... -
Sansages—Iluncheon
Sausage meat—beef
Huuaug__,e meat—pork .
Self-raising flour ... ...
Bpice e
Sponge Mixture ..
"\Eenlt—stewed

Steak & Kidney Puddmg
Snet Lt

Sugared Strands ...
":ugared Nuts
Sweats

Tea
Tonic Water
Vitacream
Vinegar
Whmk}r

'Efnnur
Yeast Tablets

TOTALS ...

Number examined

Result of Analysis

Formal

Informal

Total

16

5 el BTN EIER T T Tl 3 T ST LRI @B T T LELERRET o

116

i | i | o0 o it e €0 et et ek 0 0 50 bt 1 0 S D 0 e e bt | D i DO i D S et G0t 80 i i e i 0 |

132

HHmmp—lJ—lmmwHml—'HHmmmHHmEEmHn—Hth—ImHmen—lmwl—mr—wb-lh—&r—mm#

Genuine |Not Genuine
124 8
4 —
G g
8 sl
= h |
23 1
1 i
1. —
a
i
7 1
1 £
a —
1 i
1 T
i —_—
2 24
1 s
1 2
2 it
1 LT
4 e
1 -
1 LA
1 .
1 LE
9 g
17 a
28 A
a9 "
1 —
1 e
a il
a o
Q ik
1 o
1 .=
1 aof
3 =
1 ot
1 5
3 —
8 e
1 —_—
1 Lt
il —
7 1
1 e
1 B

g

]
—
[3=]

d15

=
&
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(vii) Shops Act, 1950

(a) Up to date 923 shops have been inspected and recorded on
the Register. Alfogether 3,118 inspections and observations have
been made for various purposes under the Act during the vear.

During these inspections the following contraventions were
noted :—

Failure to exhibit prescribed Notices ........... 637
Failure fo keep records ... 115
Conditions of employment ..........ccccoccvicnierern. 49
Ganitary accommodatlon .......ciuivmainemeesarisis OB
BT T T e N SRS NMREE NP N AR
BT 7 e R SR, Sbe S TR SRR OO

In order to draw the attention of the occupiers to these contra-
ventions, 185 informal notices were served, and 169 verbal cautions
were given; as a result the majority of the contraventions were
rectified by the end of the year, and others were receiving
attention.

(b) Exemption CERTIFICATES.

On being satisfied that alternative arrangements were reason-
ably available and satisfactory, the Council have issued one
Certificate, under Section 38(6) of the Act, exempting the occupier
of a certain shop from providing sanitary accommodation and
washing facilities,

Two certificates of exemption were withdrawn in respect of
sanitary accommodation and washing facilities,

LEGAL PROCEEDINGS.

The Council authorised the following cases to be taken before
the Magistrates Court in respect of contraventions under the Shops
Act, 1950 :—

Offence Section Result

(1) Failing to keep records of Sunday
Employmaent. @i 22(3) Fined £2

(ii) Failing to keep records of 'Sumlay
Bnploymaght ..o il et 22(3) Fined £2
(i) -“Bunday -Trading .o 47 Fined £2
(oY Ewmday CPEading .. 47 Fined £2
(%) Bunday Trading ..o 47 Fined £2
(i) Benpndaar Tradimg ..o .ce et iine 47 Fined £2

(vil) "Bonday Trading ..o 47 Fined £2
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(viii) The Heating Appliances (Fireguards) Act, 1952

153 premises have been visited where heating appliances were
exposed for sale, and advice has been given on the requirements of
the Act to persons responsible. As a result of these visits, 60
appliances were found not to conform with the standards prescribed.
In one instance, the Council anthorised legal proceedings.

LeGAl. PROCEEDINGS.
Offence Section Result

(1) Exposing for sale a heating

appliance fitted with a guard not

conforming to the standards
U et 7 e s S 1 Fined £3 plus
£2.2.0 costs.

4,—HOUSING STATISTICS FOR THE YEAR, 1955

TABLE 14

Number of houses erected during the year—

(1) By Eiceal Sathispny L i il L Beilid. s 261
(2) By Poivale BOtelpriie . i i i i insininmananmgirgan s D04
(3) By L..C.C. at Harold Hill Hatafe it iuniin i 59

1. Inspection of Dwelling Houses during the Year,

(I'(a) Total number of dwelling houses inspected for
housing defects (under Public Health or Housing
eyt BB ot R R e S R S PR e R a1 bl - ol L

(b) Number of inspections made for the purpose ... 6,683

(2)(a) Number of dwelling houses (included under sub-
head (1) above) which were inspected and recorded
under the Housing Consolidated Regulations,
1925 and od BB oresasl. ML sl BR0L...d0h. . aaino FINIL

(b} Number on inspections made for the purpose ...... Nil

(3) Number of dwelling houses found to be in a state
so dangerous or injurious to health as to be unfit for
humesi Thabiiation oo s, o e aiay Y sty 8

(4) Number of dwelling houses (exclusive of those referred
to under the preceding sub-head) found not to be in
all respects fit for human habitation ............................ 564

2. Remedy of Defects during the Year without service of
Formal Notices.

Number of dwelling houses rendered fit in conse-
quence of Informal action by the local authority or
U T O S SN S 07 SR o e |
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3. Action under Statutory Powers during the Year.

(a) Proceedings under Sections 9, 10 and 16 of the
Housing Act, 1936—

(1) Number of dwelling houses in respect of which
Notices were senred requiring repairs ..........

(2) Number of dwelling houses which were rendered
fit after service of Formal Notices—
(a) By owners .........
(b) By local :mtlmnty in default of owners ...

(b) Proceedings under the Public Health Acts—

(1) Number of dwelling houses in respect of which
Notices were served re-quiring defects to be
remedied. ...

(2) Number of (lu.ellln" houaea n wlm h l:lefem,ts were
remedied after service of Formal Notices—

(a) By owners ...........
(b) By local m:tlmnty in default of owners ........

(e¢) Proceedings under Sections 11 and 13 of the Housing
Act, 1936—
(1) Number of dwelling houses in respect of which
demolition orders were made ...........coiniiieniiinriinnns
(2) Number of dwelling houses demolished n
pursuance of Demolition Orders...

(d) Proceedings under Section 12 of I.he Hnusmg Act
1936—
(1) Number of separate tenements or underground
rooms in respect of which C-insing Orders were
TB ..osiananin
(2) Number of hepmate tenements or unde:ﬁmund
rooms in respect of which Closing Orders were
determined, the tenement or room having been
pratieer R Rknoiiin) s, Sk Ao el LU L BsRL. .

Housing Act, 1936, Part IV : Overcrowding.

(a) (1) Number of dwellings overcrowded at end of year
(2) Number of families dwelling therein ...............c.....
(3) Number of persons dwelling therein .............cc..c....

(b) Number of new cases of overcrowding reported during

e R I S SR s R

(c) (1) Number of cases ﬂf nvﬂtmwdmg ahated dunng
the year

(2) Number of new cases i g m*erunwdmg relieved

during the year .........

(3) Number of persons cungerned in such cases ...

(d) Particulars of any cases in which dwelling houses

have again become overcrowded after the local

authority have taken steps for the abatement of over-

CUEWEIEIE ok pomics ot st ot SR LD,

Nil

Nil
Nil

142

91
14

Nil

Nil

Nil
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5. Housing Repairs and Rents Act, 1954,

During the year 35 applications were received for Certificates
of Disrepair under the above Act, and 32 Certificates were issued,
making a total of 86 Certificates issued since October, 1954,

48 applications were also received for the Revocation of
Certificates, and in 45 cases the Certificates were revoked when the
repairs had been completed satisfactorily.

5. PREVALENCE OF, AND CONTROL OVER,
INFECTIOUS AND OTHER DISEASES

(1) Notifiable Diseases.

As, 1s usnal, I have not recorded the notifications where the
diagnosis has been altered after a period of observation, or after
investigation. When, however, the amended diagnosis has proved
to be another type of infection which is notifiable, the case has been
appropriately recorded. The amendments are sent to the Registrar-
General at the end of each quarter.

(a) Acute Anterior Poliomyelitis.

In contrast to last year, Poliomyelitis was more in evidence,
generally, throughout the Country, and this was reflected in a cor-
resp rmdlngh larger number of cases in Romford.

During 1955, 4 cases were notified in the earlier part of the
vear, but 1t was not until the beginning of August and onwards
that the bulk of the cases occurred, and it was during this period
that we had 13 cases with varying degrees of paralysis, and 16 of
the non-paralytic variety. One of the patients, unfortunately, died.

(b) Acute Infective Hepatitis.

This condition is still notifiable for research purposes, through-
out the FHastern Region. Altogether, there were 28 notifications.

(Cc) Diphthﬂﬂ&.

This year one case of Diphtheria was reported. No organism
was Isolated, but the diagnosis was based on palatal paralysis.

The following statistics relate to the state of Immunisation at
dlst December, 1955. In addition to the initial series of injections,
“booster’’ doses have bheen administered.

TABLE 15

Under 5 yrs. 5 - 15 yrs.
Number of children who had completed a
full course of Tmmunisation at any time
up to 31st December, 1955, and who
were born between 31st December, 1940,
and 3lst December, 1955 ... 4 986 14,694



(d) Dysentery.

Seven cases of Dysentery were notified, as belonging to
Romford. Two of these were due to Shigella Sonnei, and five were
unclassified.

(e) Food Poisoning,

During the year, 24 cases were notified, which proved to be
suffering from food poisoning. In addition, another 28 proved
indefinite.

The following table sets out the detaih as required by the
Ministry of Health :—

TABLE 16
(a) Total number of outbreaks .... ! 5
(b) Total number of cases included in {a} i T
(c) Number of single cases -
(d) Number of deaths .... |
(e)
(1) Organisms responsible Sal. Typhi- C. Welchii Unknown
Murium
(11) Outbreaks attributable
to (i) 3 2 Nil
(1i1) Bingle cases attrlhutable
to (1) 11 2 28
(f) Measles,

Measles was present in epidemic form during the first half of
the vear, although, in fact, the numbers first showed a rise in
November, 1954. Over the past few years the close relationship
with Liondon has had the effect of involving us in their epidemiology,
and this has, particularly, been noticeable in the case of Measles
which, in London, has recurred in epidemic form every two years.
During 1955, however, the Country, generally, experienced one of
its worst epidemics on record.

Altogether, throughout the year, 2,807 cases were notified.

(g) Scarlet Fever.

The notifications numbered 149, and the type was mild, which
has been consistent with this condition for very many years.

(h) Smallpox,

No cases occurred in the district, but 3 members of the crew
of a ship and residents of Romford were kept under surveillance
for the requisite period, as a passenger had been landed at Suez
suffering from Smallpox.
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Table 17 gives the statistics relative to Vaccination, as recorded
by the General Practitioners.

TABLE 17
Vaccinated :
Under 6 months .... - SR L
Between the ages of 6 months and 1 year ... 145
Between the ages of 1 and 2 years ... 44
Between the ages of 2 and 5 years ... 77
Between the ages of 5 and 15 years 75
Over 15 years ... O "
Re-Vaccinated :

Under 1 year of age —
Between the ages of 1 and 2 years .... —

Between the ages of 2 and 5 years .... 8
Between the ages of 5 and 15 years 5l
Over 15 years ... e | 06

(1) Tuberculosis.

The team of the Medical Research Council, which, for some
vears, has been investigating the wvalue of Anti-Tuberculosis
Vaceines, revisited the area on two occasions, and, prior to, and
during these periods the Health Visitors gave willing aid.

Also, the scheme whereby B.C.G. Vaccination is offered, with
parental consent, to children at the age of 13 vears, was continued
on the same lines as last year, with the following results :—

TABLE 18
Number of pupils tuberculin tested e 044
Number found to be positive 45
Number found to be negative e 299
Number who received B.C.G. BN,
Number post-tested L | -8
Number found to be positive v —— 808
Number found to be negative 8

It is again with satisfaction that I record that the new cases
of Respiratory Tuberculosis have diminished by 13, and the Deaths
are fewer by 9.

(]} Whooping Cough.

Altogether, 179 cases were notified. For the most part, they
were fairly evenly distributed throughout the year. During 1955,
1,273 children received immunisation injections.


















