[Report of the Medical Officer of Health for Romford].

Contributors

Romford (London, England). Municipal Borough.

Publication/Creation
[1947]

Persistent URL
https://wellcomecollection.org/works/pgm5Sr2um

License and attribution

You have permission to make copies of this work under a Creative Commons,
Attribution, Non-commercial license.

Non-commercial use includes private study, academic research, teaching,
and other activities that are not primarily intended for, or directed towards,
commercial advantage or private monetary compensation. See the Legal
Code for further information.

Image source should be attributed as specified in the full catalogue record. If
no source is given the image should be attributed to Wellcome Collection.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/legalcode
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/legalcode







BOROUGH OF ROMFORD

HEALTH DEPARTMENT.

INTERIM ANNUAL REPORT

of the

MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH

for the Year 1946.

JAMES B. SAMSON, m.p., D.P.H.,
Medical Officer of Health.
















Primary and Secondary Education Sub-Committee.

His Wansme Tne Mavor
Alderman G. F. Chaplin, J.P., C.C.
CHAIRMAN
Alderman C. H. Barney.
Vice-CHAIRMAN
Counecillor . Roberts.
Alderman A. J. Dyer, O.B.E. Couneillor Li. 8. Webb.

L C. E. Smart. Mr. E. R. Bird.
Councillor Mrs. O, Haseltine. Mr. F. W. Jackson.
] A. McGonagle. Mr. F. W. Small.
3 A. Needham.

HEALTH DEPARTMENT.

Public Health Staff.

MepicaL OFFICER oF HEALTH.
J. B, Samson, M.D., Ch.B., D.P.H.

AssisTANT MEDpICAL OFFICERS.
(a) Elizabeth M. James, M.B., B.5., L.R.C.P., D.P.H.
(b) A. P. Draper, M.C., M.A., M.D.

DEnTAL OFFICERS.
(a) P. A. Chandler, L.D.5., R.C.8. (Eng.).
(b) Mrs. D. Shirlaw, L.D.S. (Edin.).

SANITARY INSPECTORS.

(a) W. 8. Gent, Senior Sanitary Inspector, Certificate of the
Royal Sanitary Institute ; Certificate of the Liverpool Uni-
versity School of Hygiene for Meat and Other Foods.

(b) H. C. Boswell, Certificate of the Roval Sanitary Institute ;
Certificate of the Roval Sanitary Institute for Meat and
Other Foods.

(¢} R. Martin, Certificate of the Royal Sanitary Institute ;
Certificate of the Roval Sanitary Institute for Meat and
Other Foods. (Resigned, 28th February, 1946).

(d) J. F. Stables, Certificate of the Royal Sanitary Association,
Scotland ; Certificate of the Huvﬂu] Sanitary Association,
Secotland fm Meat and Other Foods. (Commenced duties,
Tth October, 1946).









9

' BOROUGH OF ROMFORD

To His Worship the Mayor, Aldermen, and Councillors of lhe
Borough of Romford.

Mr. Mavor, LiADiES, AND GENTLEMEN,

1 have the honour, herewith, to present to you this, my Annual
Report on the Health of the district for the vear 1946,

This is the Thirteenth Report in the series, since 1 was
appointed your Medical Officer of Health, and it is drawn up in
accordance with the requirements of Articles 6(3), and 17(5) of
the Sanitary Officers’ (Outside Liondon) Regulations, 1935, as modi-
fied by Circular 13/47 of the Ministry of Health, dated 13th March,
1947. This Circular again states that the Report should be an
Interim one.

I feel that it would be appropriate to give a word of explanation
for the apparent delay each year in the publication of the Annual
Report of the Department. As a matter of fact, the greater part of
the Report 1s drafted during the month of January following the
termination of the calendar vear to which it refers, but it is
impossible to give particulars of the vital statistics until the
Registrar-General has submitted his mward and outward transfers
of deaths for the last quarter of the year, and these are not available,
as a rule, until the month of March. Furthermore, the Registrar-
General's estimate of the mud-vear population, and tabulation of
statistics for local and National rates are not obtained until May or
June. The delay, therefore, is outside the control of the Department.

An interesting feature of the year under review was the approval
of the Minister of Hducation on the 28th January of the Romford
Education (Divisional Adminmistration) Scheme, 1945, and the
Borough then became an “‘Excepted” District for the purpose of
the Education Act, 1944, Arising out of this, on the 1st October,
1946, vour Medical Officer of Health was appointed Acting Borough
School Medical Officer, and took over the administration of the
School Health Services in the Borough as from that dav. In this

- way 1t will be possible to achieve a still closer co- ordination of all
health services in the district,

As regards the question of Staff for the Department, we have
again had to contend with a shortage of Sanitary Inspectors, and
Health Visitors, and have, of necessity, had to adjust our work
accordingly, It is to be hoped, however, that the future will offer
brighter prospects in this direction.
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ANNUAL REPORT
of Medical Officer of Health for the Year 1946

Statistics and Social Conditions of the Area.

Area (in acres) 9,342
Population : Census (1931), 35,918, Mid. 1946 (Istd.) 65,920
Number of Inhabited Houses (end of 1946) .... 18,007
Rateable Value (end of 1946) . £524,780
Product of Penny Rate (end of 1946) £2 042
Extracts from Vital Statistics for the Year.
Total M. F.
Live Birth: Legitimate ... 1,383 T44 639

Illegitimate ... 79 42 a7

Birth Rate : 22.2 per 1,000 of
estimated resident [mpul:ll,iun.

Still Births : Legitimate ... 27 15 12
Illegitimate ... 4 3] 1
Rate per 1,000 total (live and
still) births: 20.8,
Deaths ... 641 S35 306
Death Rate: 9.7 per 1,000 estimated resident population.
Rate per 1,000
Deaths total (live and
Deaths from Puerperal caunses :— still) births
From Puerperal Sepsis —_ —
Other Puerperal Causes 1 0.7
Total | 0.7
Death Rate of Infants under one vear of age :— |
All Infants per 1,000 live births ... — | LT
Legitimate Infants per 1,000 legitimate live births ...  41.2
Illegitimate Infants per 1,000 illegitimate live births ....  63.3
Deaths from Cancer (all ages) .... 101
Deaths from Measles (all ages) —
Deaths from Whooping Cough (all ages) 1

Deaths from Diarrheea (under 2 years of age) ... 3
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TABLE 2.

Deaths at the subjoined ages of Residents, after
All ages correction for Inward and Outward Transfers.
Causes of Death
Undar 15- [25-| 35-[45-[5b-|6D-) 7O &
M. | F. | Total 1 1)2.4 |5-14 24 | 34 | 44 | 54 | 64 | T4 | upwards
1. Typhoid and FPara-
tﬂhoid FE‘?E:I.'E A 1 l wEa aa Ll i L L ]-
2. Cerebro-spinal Fever vas | oman van! (fmmaf e . . . wen | ans
3. Bcnrlet- Fever i S - I e
4. Iﬂg {,'-l:lugh 1 l 1 bk = T g &5 A P
i D erig I8 [ | 1 i A0 o Rl o
6. T Eemulmm of Rea-
piratory System ... 25| 9| M = 1 5 7 b ] 3 1
7. Other forms of Tuber-
Eulﬂi.'lﬁ EE 2 2 4 e 1 2 A L L] BEE I. EEa FE ]
8. Syphilitic disease 3 1] 4 e -4 | el o g I el U1 2
g., IIZI um l 3 4 waw CLLY T (EL] e L - 1 E l mnm
10. Measles kit 4 i R - P I e |
11. Acute Poliomyelitis
and Polioencephalitis| ... . £ et |
12. Acute infectious En-
ﬂﬂphﬂliﬁﬂ Sas l l awe Y a4 s 1|
13.M Cancer of Buccal
c-l'lri.t'rl Eh:- ] 2 g 2 e l )] LLE] - s 1
13.F Cancer of Uterus ...| ... | © G i 41 1 1
14, Cancer of Stomach
and Duodenum J13| 4| 17 i i vaw oy suiple £ 0] g i) B 3
15. Cancer of Breast .o | 14| 14 ) ; 18] 4|7 ¥ % 1
16, Cancer of all other
sites - 30123 62 o B el o S o ALl Bl1E |25 . 20
17. Diabetes : L] s 1 - H el s s AET R bt o B e G e L [
18. Intra-cranial Vnscula:r |
Liesions 15|86 51 1 PR JURSR STARN o R T B
19, Heart Disease ..| 80 | 88 | 177 w || 1] 7|14 |26([53| 78
a0, Other Diseases of l;he
Circulatory SJ"E‘-'EEIJ] 11 |13 | 24 P! N JTE B [l e AF ) B AR 8
21. Bronchitis S 16| 8| 25 2 LEHA a0 Tt Bel g B b
22 Ppenmonia J17117 | 34 7 | i P ey R ke i) ek 0
23, Other RE'Epll'ltﬂrjf 24
Diseases a1 4 (1 ! || | 1 2 1
24, Ulceration of thc
Stomach or Duo-
dE.'I]'tl]'IJ EEEY “ 1. T sas BEE T . Ly ]. l 1 3 s 1
25. Diarrhea 112 3 LN | N R | L o] L | R L (e S SHER [
26. Appendicitis o BT I 2 A bl ol e tado] sk =
27, Other digestive dis ;
CRSCS S I | 15 feasdl | Gt e L] R ] e ) 1
28. Nephritis T B M 1R R T 18 AR el o (R BT R
Bﬂ' ljtll'lr]‘wral prﬁig sas b maw s v - - wmn = wam maa ama
a0, Other Maternal caunses| | 1 1 il e i | f | [ B e [
31. Premature Birth ... 13| @ 19 19 Llegd el s 1
832, Congenital Malform- ¥
ati-:ma and Birth
‘ﬂl“r[eﬂ B lﬁ 13 Eg 25 E 1 l - " ans T wEE
23, Snicide 71 2 9 ikl [watl| oo omtlol | e 1R 1 1 | 2
34. Road Traffic Amﬂentg - B (B 4 G TS el R "N A R et TR ) R
85. Other violent causes .| 3| 1 4 ;i il Ly Rk e LLLER gy (50 | 1
36. All other ecanses J 323 | 67 ol 20 218 4| 88| 8] 29
Tatal ...|335 | 306] 641 (] 3 8| 6| 7|18 | a7 | 67 109 |155 | 170
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This year the Registrar-General has given his estimate of the
mid-year population of Romford as 65920 which compares with
57,960 last year, an increase of 7,960. It will noted that this is a
substantial increase on the mid-vear population for 1939, which was
given as 27,460,

As there has been practically no development since 1939, and,
as several houses had to be written-off as a total loss, owing to enemy
action, the increase in the population has of necessity led to undesir-
able overcrowding.

For comparative purposes the Registrar-General inclodes Rom-
ford amongst the 148 smaller towns with populations ranging from
25,00 to 50,000 at the 1931 Census, and in this list Romford takes
.rth place. Aa a matter of fact, thE1e are a munber of great towns,
that is to say towns with a pnpulutlun greater than 50,000 at the
1931 Census, with a population now less l-h.in Romford.

During 1946, the total number of live births registered was
1,462, and the total number of deaths registered was 641. The
difference of 821 gives the natural increase in the population. As
this number falls short of the Registrar-General's estimated increase
of 7,960, it follows that the balance of 7,139 15 made up of excess
of Imm igl'ﬂtiﬂﬂ over Kmigration..

For 1946, we estimate the Birth Rate to be 22.2 per 1,000 of
the estimated resident population, an increase of 2.6 compared to
1945. This is the highest rate since 1920, which was 22.8,

The Rate for England and Wales for 1946 is given as 19.1, and
for the 148 smaller towns with populations ranging from 25,000 to
50,000 at the 1931 Census, the Rate 1s 21.3.

The Death Rate for Romford is estimated at 9.7 per 1,000 of
the estimated resident population. For last vear the rate was 10.8.
The comparable rates for England and Wales, and for the 148
smaller towns, as referred to above, are 11.5 and 11.7 respectively.

The chief causes of death in order of frequency were :—1.
Diseases of Heart and Circulation ; 2. Cancer ; 3. Bronchitis, Pneu-
monia, and Other Respiratory Diseases; 4. All Forms of Tuber-
culosis. The order remains the same as pre-war.

The Maternal Mortality Rate, which is the number of Maternal
Deaths, due to conditions associated with pregnancy or confinement,
per 1,00 total (live and still) births is 0.7. The corresponding rate
for England and Wales 1s 1.43.

The Infant Mortality Rate, or the Death Rate of Infants under
1 yvear of age per 1,000 live births is 41.7 a rise of 1.3. The corres-
ponding figures for England and Wales, and the 148 smaller towns
are 43.0 and 37.0 respectively,
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1.—.GENERAL PROVISION OF HEALTH SERVICES FOR
THE AREA.

(i)  Public Heaith Officers of the Authority,

During the vear there were again several changes amongst the
members of the staff of the department, for the most part due to the
return of serving members—these, in turn replacing the temporary
stafl, who had carried on in their ubaunce.

Particulars are given at the beginning of this report.
(11)  Laboratory Facilities.

(a) Under our arrangement with the Essex County Council, the
greater portion of the clinical material from the District 1s sent
to the Oldchureh County Hospital Laboratory.

(b) Under a similar arrangement, samples of Milk and Water are
analysed at the Counties Public Health Laboratories, which,
during the year, returned to London from their temporary
premises in Romford.

(¢) Alum Precipitated Toxoid, used for the Immunisation of child-
ren against Diphtheria, was again issued free by the Sector
Pathologist of the Liondon Hospital Medical College.

All these arrangements have proved satisfactory, and have not
given rise to complaint.

(111) Nursing in the Home.
(1) GENERAL NURSING.

There are, in the district, 6 District Nurses, who devote their
time to domiciliary nursing. Three of these are provided by the
Romford District Nursing Association, two by the Collier Row
District Nursing Association, and one by the Havering District
Nursing Association. One of those provided by the Romford District
Nursing Association undertakes general nursing duties only, whilst
all the others combine their general nursing with midwifery.

(b) MipwivEs.

Our establishment of municipal midwives remains at 8, and,
during the vear, they were all fully employed. One resigned to take
up similar emplovment with another Authority, but this vacancy
was filled at the end of the vear.

Each of the Midwives took a special course in the administration
of Gias and Air Analgesia, and, having been issued with the requisite
eqmpment are now prepared to make use of this in the course of
their duties.
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Further recommendations were fortheoming from the Rushchife
(‘fommittee as to salaries, and these were put into operation.

In addition to the Council Midwives, there were 2 Midwives
in independent practice in the district, and also 5 District Nurse
Midwives. Three Midwives, resident outside the Borough, under-
took cases in the district during the vear.

(iv) Mimipwives Act, 1936.

The following gives a summary of the cases attended by the
Couneil Midwives, as Midwives, and as Mater nity Nurses during

1946 —
TABLE 3.
As Midwives 489
As Maternity Nurses 163

(v)  Hospitals: Public and Voluntary.
(a) InrectTious IISEASES.
(b) MATERNITY.
(¢) CHILDREN.
(d) Orner CAsEgs.
There is nothing new to report in either of these sections.

2,—MATERNITY AND CHILD WELFARE.
(1) Ante-Natal Clinics.

These sessions continued as before, as, also, the Consultative
Ante-natal Clinie at Oldchurch County Hospital. Owing to the in-
creased numbers attending, one additional session was held per
month, this being restricted to new cases only.

During 196, 1,469 individual expectant mothers attended the
clinics. In addition 20 mothers attended for post-natal advice.

In all 208 sessions were held during the year. The total number
of attendances of the 1,489 mothers mentioned above was 5,575,
giving an average of 3.7 attendances per patient. The average num-
ber attending at each session was 26.8.

(i) Infant Welfare Clinics.

This service continued on the same lines as lagt year, as, also,
the close co-operation with the Local Food Office, which enabled
satisfactory advantage to be taken of the schemes uf the Ministry of
Food for the distribution of National Dried Milk, and Food
Supplements,



17

Regarding the provision of Dried Milk, and other preparations,
not within the scope of the Ministry of I‘nnd there were 56 applica-
tions received, and of these, 49 received free grants in accordance
with the scale of the _Gouncll

During 1946, 353 Child Welfare Sessions were held, and the
following table gives a summary of the attendances,

TABLE 4.

Individual children attending R [ 1
“hildren attending for the first time ... e 1,209
Medical consultations R
Attendances of children under one vear o e 15480
Attendances of children between the ages of one and five

years ... e B2TH
Average attendance per session 58.7

Towards the latter part of the year, we were obliged to discon-
tinue temporarily our scheme for the ﬂental treatment of Nummg
and Expectant Mothers, and Children under five years of age, owing
to disagreement as between the private dental practitioners and the
Minister of National Insurance on financial matters,

On the recommendation of the Assistant Medical Officer, cases
requiring Ultra-violet Ray Therapy have received this at special
sessions held at the clinics.

Other requisite forms of treatment, e.g., Ear, Nose, and Throat
Treatment, Cirecumeisions, Treatment for Eve defects, ete., have
been given in accordance with the Couneil’s schemes.

(iii) Home Visits,
Table 5 relates to the Home Visits paid by the Health Visitors.

TABLE 5.

(a) To Expectant Mothers— :
First Visits .... 122
Total Visits ... Ll 172

(b) To Children under one vear of age—

First Visits .... e 1,466
Total Visits .... ceners 0484

(¢) To Children between the ages of one and five years—

Total Visits .... wee - 4,833

As in the case of the Midwives, further recommendations from
the Rushcliffe Committee were approved by the Council, and given
effect as from the 1st January.
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The following statistics are given, as requested by the Ministry
of Health :(—
TABLE 7.
(a) Number of persons who gave notice under Section T(3)
during the year ... L 8
(b) Total number of children in respect of whom notice was
given under Section 7(3) during the year ... i
(¢) Number of such children :—
(i) Under supervision at the end of the year
(ii) Who died during the year
(iii) On whom inquests were held during l;he vear .

= o

(d) Particulars of any proceedings taken during the year ... —

(vi) The Care of Illegitimate Children.

So far as the ('mmt}r Districts are concerned, this matter is still
under the County’s consideration, but during the year, the Health
Visitors in this area carried out the necessary enquiries, on behalf of
the County Council, at the homes of prospective foster parents, under
the ('mmln 8 H]]E]HE‘ Furthermore, this Council sent two mothers
with their children to a Hostel for Mothers and Children at *‘Ard-
mare'" | Buckhurst Hill.

(vii) The Care of Premature Children.

The arrangements we have for the care of premature children
was described m my report for last year, and use was made of these
facilities during the present year.

(viii) Inspection of Nursing Homes, Etc,

The one Registered Nursing Home in this area again received
quarterly inspections, when conditions were found to be satisfactory.

Routine investigations were also made by the Assistant Medical
Officer, when notices were given by the midwives in Romford as to
their lla,blhl;',r to be a source of infection, by reason of attendance on
patients who had developed a rise in temperature, indicating puer-
peral pyrexia, or where babies showed a rash, or discharges from
the eves. Reports of the results of these investigations were for-
warded to the County Medical Officer.

(ix) Day Nurseries.

Arising out of the combined Ministry of Health Circular No.
221/45, and the Ministry of Education Cirenlar No. 75, this Auth-
ority decided to continue the services rendered by the 3 War-Time
Nurseries already existent in the district.
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The requests from Romford mothers, for the admission of their
children to the Rush Green Nursery, has again been insufficient to
fill the Nursery, and in consequence, it has been possible to admit a
number of children whose residence is in the neighbouring districts
of Dagenham, and Hornchurch,

Periodically, we had difficulty in maintaining sufficient staff at
the nurseries, but, fortunately, this had no reaction on the care of
the children. The amended recommendations of the Rushcliffe
Committee were approved by the Council.

The average attendance for the vear at each nursery is as
follows :—

TABLE 8.
“8t. Moritz"' Nursery ... ke Sl
Collier Row Nursery saig, e
Rush Green Nursery s S

The **St. Moritz"" and Collier Row Nurseries are capable of
taking 40 children each, and the Rush Green Nursery, 50 children.

3.—SANTARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA.

(1)  Water,

Mr. Bernard W. Bryan, General Manager of the South Essex
Waterworks Company, has again confirmed that Bacteriological and
Chemical Examinations have been made of the raw water, of the
water in its various stages of treatment, of the water Ellpp]iﬂr_l from
the Company's wells, and of the water going into supply. Analyses
have also been made of samples obtained from consumers’ taps in
the various parts of the Company’s district. A total of about 3,300
examinations were made. All proved to be satisfactory.

Mr. Bryan also states that during the year the supply was
sufficient and wholesome, and constant thronghout, and with no
plumbo-solvent action.

Approximately 0.2 per cent. of the inhabited houses, and 0.2
per cent. of the population of the Borough take their water from
standpipeg.

In addition to the above analyses, samples of water have again
been taken monthly from different premises in the district by the
Sanitary Inspectors. These were submitted for Chemical and
Bacteriological Analyses, and the results have invariably confirmed
the findings of the Waterworks Company.

(ii)  The Rats and Mice (Destruction) Act, 1919,

As stated in last year’'s report, the Rodent Operative received
the necessary training in the methods of pre-baiting, and poison
baiting, as recommended by the Infestation Branch of the Ministry
of Food, and dealt appropriately with all complaints, in addition to
routine inspections and re-inspections,
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In connection with the disinfestation of sewers, the Borough
Surveyor informs me that poison baiting was completed during the
first quarter of the vear, and, as a result, the Ministry of Food
estimate that approximately 1,787 rats were destroyved.

(iii) Infestation.
There is no fresh development to report in this section. Cases

of Lice infestation are relatively few in number, and the reduction
in cases of Scabies, previously mentioned, has been maintained.

When infestation is found, cleansing, disinfestation, and
destruction of clothing and bedding, when necessary, have been
arranged.

(1v) Sanitary Inspection of the Area.

The Senior Sanitary Inspector has given me the following report
as required by Article 27(18) of the Sanitary Officers (Outside
London) Regulations, 1935.

TABLE 9.

(a) Nature and Number of Inspections during the year :—
Bakehouses S 24
Butchers’ Shops and ‘:tmlls ele: o 88
Common Lodging Houses : 9
Cowsheds, Dairies and Milk ?hnps 24
Drainage 521
Establishments  for Masqage and ‘E:specml

Treatment ... 8
Factories (Mechanical Puwer} 13
Factories (Non-Mechanical Power) 9
Food Preparing Premises 52
Food Shops e 341
Foster Mothers 29
Infections Disease 300
Keeping of Animals 12
Markets 90
Meat Depois 149
Public Baths ... 20
Public Conveniences i 23
Rats and Mice {DEELIULMBH] %Lt 4 436
Secabies 21
Shops Acts 11
Slaughterhouses 346
Stables fi
Streams and Ponds 4
Tents, Vans and Sheds .... 51
Verminous Premises 39
Water Supplies 25

(b) Informal Notices (Number served) 604

Statutory Notices (Number served) 25
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4, —INSPECTION AND SUPERVISICHN OF FOOD.

The Sanitary Inspectors have as nusual had to give a considerable
amount of time to the inspection of meat and other foods at the
Regional Blaughterhouse, the Meat Depots, Butchers’ Shops, Btalls,
etc., and once more we were grateful for the additional assistance
rendered by the Sanitary Inspectors of the Dagenham Borough, and
Hornchurch Urban District Councils, who, for the purpose of carry-
ing out inspections, have attended at the Regional Slaughterhouse
on one dav of each week. Since the appointment, however, of a
Second Additional Inspector in this aren, we have been able to cope
with all the inspections ourselves.

Altogether, 1,000 visits have been paid. At the Slanghterhouse
alone, 16,136 carcases were examined,

5 —PREVALENCE OF, AND CONTROL OVER,
INFECTIOUS AND OTHER DISEASES.

( i]ll Notifiable Diseases.
(a) Acute INFECTIVE HEPATITIS.

31 cases of this disease were notified during the year, and, as
investigations are still being made into the cause, and mode of dis-
tribution of this condition, the actual notifications were forwarded
each week to the Regional Medical Officer at Cambridge, or **Nil”’
returns, where applicable,

(b)) DipHTHERIA.
During 1946, 7 cases were notified with residence in the area.

The number of cases of this disease continues to be very few,
and, in part at any rate, this can be aceounted for by the large num—
ber uf children, who have been artificially immunised. It may also,
however, be due to a periodic diminuation in the virulence of the
infecting organism. It is impossible to sav which has the greater
influence, bué there is no doubt that the former plays a very con-
siderable réle in the present freedom of the district from Diphtheria.

Propaganda in connection with Diphtheria Immunisation was
again maintained throughout the whole of the vear, and I feel sure
that, of all forms of propaganda, the most fruitful is that given by
personal persuasion of the staff to the individual mothers. This is
achieved not only by individual contact at the various clinies, but
also in the homes bv routine and follow-up visits,

Sessiong for Immunisation were again held at each Child Wel-
fare Clinic, at the Schools, and at the Day Nurseries, and, in
addition, a free issue of material was given (o any practitioner, who
asked for it.
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The following statistics relate to the state of Iinmunisation as
at Slst December, 1946.

TABLE 11.

- Under 5 yrs. 5-15 yrs.
No. of children who had completed a
full course of Immunisation at any
time up to 3lst December, 1946,
and who were born between 3lst
December, 1932 and 3lst Decem-

ber, 1946 3,590 7,118
Approx, estimated No. of children ... 5,580 10,210
Percentage Immunised at 31st Decem-

ber, 1946 64 70

This, however, does not give a complete record as children,
as a general rule, are not inoculated before reaching their first
birthday. By allowing for this, the percentage of children im-
munised between one and five years of age is raised to 78,

Table 12 gives the statistics since the inauguration of the
scheme in Romford in 1935, till the end of 1946,

TABLE 13
Number of Immunising injections given at the Clinies ... 25,248
Number of children who have completed the course of
Injections, either at the Clinics or Privately ... e 12,070
Number of Schick Test Injections given at the Clinics,
including Control Injections o 16,9229
Number who have been Schick Tested sy 11187104

Percentage found to be Immune after Course of Treatment — 92.9

(e) MEASLES.

550 cases were notified with residence in the area, and for the
most part they occurred during the months of June and July.

(d) ScarLer FEVER.

This year 73 cases were notified with residence in the area. For
many vears now this disease has been of very mild manifestation,
and, in fact, would again seem to come within the description given
to 1t by Sydenham, in 1676, when he said of it that it hardly rose
above a name. Other forms of illness, of course, caused by the
Haemolytic Streptococeus, and which is the organism responsible for
Scarlet Fever, e.g., Sore Throats are of relatively frequent occurence,
but are not notifiable.

































