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BOROUGH OF ROMFORD.

To His Worship the Mayor, Aldermen, and Councillors of Lhe
Borough of Romjord.

Mgr. MAYOR, LLADIES, AND GENTLEMEN,

I have the honour, herewith, to present to vou this, my Annual
Report on the Health of the district for the vear 1941

This is the Eighth Report in the series, since I was appointed
vour Medical Officer of Health, and it is drawn up in accordance
with the requirements of Articles 6 (3) and 17 (5) of the SBanitary
Officers (Outside T.ondon) Regulations, 1935, as modified by
Circular 2604 of the Ministry of Health, dated 24th March, 1942.
This Circular states that the Report should again be an Interim one.
At the same time careful preservation is being made of all records,
which, in normal times, would have appeared in this publication,
go that, at some future date, these can be reported upon.

In spite of war conditions, with added difficulties and responsi-
bilities, the Department has continued to function to the best of its
ability, and, in fact, has participated in new schemes, and I trust
that this Repmt short though it may be, will show that the super-
vision of the health of the dmtn et 18 hemg well maintained.

In the course of the vear the permanent staff was still further
depleted, and the vacancies were again filled by temporary personnel.

As before, my best thanks go to all the members of my staff who,
each in his or her own sphere, have assisted in the compilation of this
Report, to my fellow officials for their kind assistance throughout the
vear, and to all the members of the Council, who have shown
continued interest in the health of the inhabitants of the town.

I am

:

Mr. Mayor, Ladies, and Gentlemen,

Your obedient servant,

JAMES B. SAMSON,
Pusric HEALTH DEPARTMENT, Medical Officer of Health.
Town HaLL,

Romrorp,
April, 1942,



1.—GENERAL PROVISION OF HEALTH BER‘U’I{JES FOR
THE AREA.

(i)  Public Health Officers of the Authority.

For particulars of these, see the list at the beginning of this
Report.

(ii)  Laboratory Facilities.

During the year, we continued to avail ourselves of the services
of the Counties Public Health Laboratories for the major part of our
requirements, and, owing to the fact that the laboratory had to take
up new quarters, tnm*afenmg from London to Romford by reason of

air raid damage to their premises in London, we found the change to
be to our advantage.

As regards the Emergency Laboratory Service, organised by the
Medical Research Council, this transferred to St. Margaret’s
Emergency Hospital, Epping, and we made use of this laboratory
for the provision of Diphtheria Immunisation material, Measles
Serum for prophylaxis, and Typheid-Paratvphoid vaecine.

(i11) Nursing in the Home,
(a) MipwIvEs.

Our scheme for a domiciliary service of salaried midwives con-
tinued on the lines previously reported.

In addition to the 5 Council Midwives, there are 3 Midwives in
independent practice in the District, and also 4 District Nurse
Midwives. Five Midwives, resident outside the Borough, also
undertook cases in the District during the year.

(iv) Hospitals: Public and Voluntary.

(a) INFECcTIOUS DISEASES.

(b) MATERNITY.

(c) CHILDREN.

(d) OrHER CASES.

There is nothing new to report in either of these sections, except

i the case of Victoria Hospital, which has now taken up quarters
in the new building. This Hospital can now accommodate 50

patients, and its various services have been extended and improved.
In addition, a Resident Medical Officer has been appointed.

During 1941, the Romford Council again granted a subseription
of 10 guineas to this Hospital,



2,—MATERNITY AND CHILD WELFARE.

(1) Ante-natal Clinics.

During the vear an extra session was opened, so that 2 sessions
are now bem{. held at the Centre in Marks Road, and 2 at the Centre
i Collier Row,

A Consultative Ante-natal Clinic continues to be held at
Oldehurch County Hospital, and this, once more, has proved a
valuable adjunct to our own services.

During the vear 1941, 907 individual expectant mothers attended
the Clinies, In addition, 22 mothers attended for post-natal advice.

In all, 195 sessions were held during the vear. The total
number of attendances of the 929 mothers mentioned above was
3,324, giving an average of 3'5 attendances per patient. The average
number attending at each session was 17°0.

(1)  Infant Welfare Clinics.

Seven sessions were held weekly during 1941, spread over
5 Centres, and all facilities, reported in the past, have continued in
operation.

The National Milk Scheme of the Ministry of Food was again
nsed to advantage, and, for this purpose, close co-operation was
maintained with the TLocal Food Office,

During the month of December, a scheme for the supply of
Vitamin preparations in the form eof Black-currant Syrup, Black-
currant Purée, and Cod Liver Oil, was introduced by the Ministry of
Food, and distribution was arranged from each of the 5 Child Welfare
(Centres, in addition to distribution from the Town Hall and the Food
Office.

Dental arrangements under our Maternity and Child Welfare
Scheme were carried out according to the annual rota, but, in the
absence of one of the practitioners on military service, the others on
the rota shared the work on behalf of their mllengues.

During 1941, an additional service was introduced, viz., co-
operation in the facilities of a Cardiac Clinie established at Oldehurch
County Hospital. This Clinic is under the supervision of Dr.
William Evans, F.R.C.P., and is for the purpose of obtaining expert
investigation and advice on obscure and difficult heart conditions,
so that a definite decision can be reached as to whether the condition
is organic or functional, and so that suitable advice, as to exercises,
ete., can be given. Iach case referred from our Clinics is charged
at the rate of 10/6,





















