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Levton Wrban District Council,

ANNUAL HEALTH REPORT

FOR 1923,
BY
J. FRANCIS TAYLOR, M.R.CS., D.P.H,,
Medical Officer of Health.

— —— —

ASSESSABLE AND RATEABLE VALUE.

The present assessable value for general district purposes is
£526,958, and a rate of 1d. in the £ produces £2,020,

For poor rate purposes the rateable value is £549,710 1bs.,
and a ld. rate produces £2 215,

AREA, INHABITED HOUSES, POPULATION.,

The district has a total area of 2,594 acres; at the end of
1923 it contained 23,926 houses, 15 of which were erected du ring
the year.

Our present estimated population is 132,800, which number
divided among the 23,847 inhabited houses, gives an average of
3°07 per house. At the 1921 Census the number worked out at
539 persons per house,

BIRTHS.

2,069 births were registered—1,032 males and 1,037 females.
To these must be added 150 male and 109 female births (transfer-
able) received from the Registrar-General, which yields a birth-
rate of 17°63 per 1,000 of the population.

Of the above, b6 were illegitimate births, 26 heing males and
30 females.

Percentage of illegitimate births, 241,
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ISOLATION HOSPITAL.

The number of cases of Scarlet Fever and Diphtheria notified
during the year has shown a further decrease, the figures being

as follows :(—
1923 1922 1921

Scarlet Fever ... = 179 463 1,320
Diphtheria 149 189 322

Of the Scarlet Fever cases 117 were admitted to the hospital,
and of the Diphtheria cases 108 were admitted.

The remainder with the exception of a few cases which were
received into other hospitals were treated at home. Those treated
at home were supervised to ensure the maintenance of proper
isolation.

Tracheotomy was performed on three cases for severe
laryngeal obstruction.

E:

The great feature of the year was that no death occurred
among those admitted to hospital.

There is no resident medical officer. The medical officer of
health is in sole medical charge, assisted by Dr. Kennedy, a local
practitioner, who attends in emergencies.

The hospital maintains its popularity and many letters have
been received from parents testifying to the kindness and con-
sideration shown to their children by the matron and nurses.

STATISTICAL RETURNS :—

ADMISSIONS 1 —

’ n B 25
Male. Female. Frnf::' u:d‘;:lﬁ. uful:r l]dE. uhl:tmilﬁ. wud.:‘nd u.p-
Diphtheria  ...| 53 5 0 33 b5 b b
Scarlet Fever ...| 64 53 ] 35 70 2 9

-7
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REPORT OF SANITARY INSPECTOR.

TO THE CHAIRMAN AND MEMBERS OF THE
LEYTON URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL.

Mr. CHarrman, Mapam AxND GENTLEMEN,

I beg to submit to you my report for the year 1923

INSPECTION OF THE DISTRICT AND ABATEMENT OF
NUISANCES.

During the year, 1,034 complaints have been received and
dealt with.

The total number of houses inspected was 3,825, of which
defects were found at 2,814, 14,898 re-inspections were made, and
notices and letters written in reference to them numbered 3,891,
of which 30 were statutory notices.

In addition to these, 762 inspections of a miscellaneous
character were made and the nuisances found were dealt with.

UNFIT DWELLING-HOUSES.

l.—INSPECTION.

Total number of dwelling-houses inspected for
housing defects (under Public Health or
Housing Acts) ... 3,825

Number of dwelling-houses which were inspected

and recorded under the Housing (Inspection

of District) Regulations, 1910 1,039
Number of dwelling-houses (exclusive of those

referred to under the preceding sub-heading)

found not to be in all respects reasonably

fit for human habitation 1,964

II.—REMEDY oF DEFECTS WITHOUT SERVICE oF ForRMAL
NOTICES.

Number of defective dwelling-houses rendered fit
in consequence of informal action by the
Local Authority or their officers ... 2,707




































TO THE CHAIRMAN AND MEMBERS

OF THE

LEYTON EDUCATION COMMITTEE.

Mgr. Cuairman, LADiES AxD GENTLEMEN,

I' have the honour to present to you the 16th Annual Report
of the School Medical Service in Leyton as required by the

Education (Administrative Provisions) Act of 1907.

The work during the year, as will be seen from a perusal
of the accompanying report, has continued to be satisfac-
tory. The numbers examined in the ** Entrant "’ and ** Inter-
mediate ' Groups are somewhat below the average, as outbreaks
of Measles and Chickenpox seriously interfered with the attend-

ance during the winter months.
-

I have the pleasure of again thanking you for the assistance
and courteous consideration which you have extended to me and
to my colleagues. 1 have also to thank the members of my
Staff for their efficient and enthusiastic work throughout the
year, and all other Council Officials for their valuable and ready

help at all times.
I have the honour to remain,
Your obedient Servant,

J. FRANCIS TAYLOR,
Medical Officer of Health and
School Medical Officer.
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Two dentists are in attendance.

The children are inspected in school (routine examination)
and selections made for treatment. Originally a nominal fee of
6d. was charged, and this entitled a child to treatment for one
vear. Thereby a most efficient scheme was established, and a
child’s teeth were attended to during its whole school career.
Unfortunately, as the result of the Board of Education's
communication, the fee was raised to 2s. This, coupled with
the issue of a form to be completed in necessitous cases, led to
a rapid diminution in the number of acceptances. For example,
at the last school inspected—Downsell Road—out of 252 cases
referred for treatment only 38 accepted (about 15 per cent.),
whereas formerly at least 50 per cent accepted. With the aboii-
tion of the forms and the reduction of the fee to 1s., it is to be
hoped that the dental service will be restored to its former satis-
factory condition.

TREATMENT OF UNCLEANLINESS.

On an average six schools are allotted to each whole-time
school nurse for the purpose of head inspection. Each school
has been visited three times, as in the previous year.

The total number of children examined by the nurses in the
year was 47,074. The number of individual children found un-
clean was 3,301, of which 693 were referred to the clinic at the
Town Hall.

Soaking the hair with oil and combing with Sacker’s
hygienic comb still proves the most rapid and effective method
of removing nits. Several of these combs are in use at the clinic,
and are lent to the parents with printed directions for their uvse.
Parents are continuing to purchase this comb from the patentee.
The cost of the comb has recently been reduced to 3s. 8d.
Arrangements at the same time have been made for the supply
of combs in necessitous cases at 2s, 11d. The number of cases
of dirty heads reported to the Education Committee was 21, this
number being considerably less than the number represented for
the previous year. Ten parents were prosecuted, and the fines
inflicted with costs amounted to £4 10s. Od.
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TONSILS AND ADENOIDS.

Enlarged tonsils and the presence of adenoids is one of the
most common conditions met with during medical inspection.
In some cases where there is only a trace of adenoids medical
treatment and breathing exercises are recommended, but very
often otorrheea accompanies the condition. i

Queen Mary's Hospital for the East End continues to treat
cases referred from the Leyton Schools for an inclusive fee of
11s, per case. 204 cases have been operated on, and the results
are quite satisfactory. 193 cases were treated by private prac-
titioners, or by other hospitals, and 95 received other forms of
treatment. After the operation a course of breathing exercises
is recommended, but this is seldom carried out in the homes.
[t is hoped that when the need for economy is less stringent the
Education Committee will consider the appointment of a teacher
of remedial exercises.

RINGWORM OF THE SCALP.

The only satisfactory method of treating ringworm of the
scalp is by X-rays. During the year 95 cases of ringworm of
the scalp have been noted. Several of these refused X-ray treat-
ment, and were treated otherwise. Fifty-six were referred to
the Queen’s Hospital, Hackney Road, but only 45 actually
accepted treatment.

TUBERCULOSIS IN THE SCHOOLS.

In the course of medical inspection, very few cases of defi-
nite pulmonary tuberculosis were found. When a definite
diagnosis was made the child was immediately excluded from
school and referred to the Dispensary or to a local practitioner.
It is unfortunate, however, that in some cases the parents would
not agree to their children being sent to sanatoria for treatment.

In doubtful cases the child was referred to the Dispensary
and kept under observation. Cases where there is so much
chronic bronchitis that diagnosis is difficult, are also kept under
observation and referred to the school clinic. Advice is given
in every case regarding fresh air, sunlight, food, and exercises.
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Kirkdale Road School was reported during the year as re-
quiring  cleaning and certain repairs to fires and paving of
passage, but apart from the cleaning, nothing further was done
on the grounds of economy.

High Road School was closed on 31st March, the children
being accommodated in either Farmer Road or Capworth Street
Schools.

OPEN AIR SCHOOLS.

So far no provision has been made for open-air schools.
Schools for delicate children in the open air are strongly recom-
mended by the Board of Education, and the subject has heen re-
peatedly under consideration, but owing to the need for economy
nothing has yet been done, as the necessary expenditure could
not be authorised. In addition to the provision of open-air
schools, adequate arrangements would also require to be pro-
vided for the special feeding of the children in order to ensure
maximum benefit. The provision of a hot meal in addition to
milk would be desirable.

An experiment is being conducted at Downsell Road School.
The infant mistress, largely on her own initiative, has established
an open-air class for the delicate children in her department.
The selection of the children is approved by the school medical
officer and inspections are carried out at each visit to the school,
Although no adequate provision has been made and the condi-
tions might be described as primitive, the children attending the
class are undoubtedly benefiting by being in the open air during
school hours.

The value of an open-air class to the health of delicate chil-
dren is of the utmost importance, and the provision of an open-
air school is one which should receive immediate and Favourahle
consideration,

EDUCATION (PROVISION OF MEALS) ACT.

The cookery centres at Capworth Street and Mayville Road
were open during the year, and provided dinners for necessitous
children.

The centres have been visited by the medical officer.



























