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ANNUAL REPORT

OF THE

Medical Officer of Health

' FOR THE YEAR 1948.

ML .
August, 1949,

To the Mayor, Aldermen and Councillors of the
Borough of Hendon.

Mr. Mayor, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I have the honour to submit my eighteenth Annual Report
on the health of the Borough of Hendon for the year 1948.

GENERAL HEALTH CONDITIONS.
VITAL STATISTICS:

The Registrar General’s estimate of the population of the
Borough in June, 1948, was 156,400, as eompared with 158,670,
for the previous year, and 115,682, at the last census in 1831,

The number of live births deereased from 2,671, in 1947,
to 2,292 in 1948, giving a birth rate in 1948 of 14.65 per
thousand population as ecompared with 16.83, for 1947. The
birth rate for the Country generally was 20.5 in 1947 and 17.9
in 1948,

The number of deaths registered was 1406 as com-
pared with 1,522 in the previous vear, giving a death rate of
8.9 per thousand as compared with 10.8 for the country
generally. '

The infantile mortality rate, that being the number of
deaths of infants per thousand live births, was the lowest
fisure yet recorded, namely, 21 as compared with 34 for the
country generally. The causes of the high infantile mortality
which prevailed for many years, namely, parental ignorance
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and lack of care, have been almost entirely eliminated, the
deaths now taking place being largely concerned with
prematurity and congenital defeets. These in turn have been
reduced by more intensive ante-natal care of the expectant
mother and by the operation of the scheme in foree for the
preservation of the lives of premature infants. The following
Table shows the decline in infantile mortality since the
beginning of the century:—

TABLE L

Death rate of infants under
Year one year of age per 1,000
live births.

1900 .. T S 133
1 1 SRS 1H s 80
1820 . i i 47
1930 . s — 50
1940 2 s o4
1931 & s -~ o7
1942 . s s 34
1943 e — 39
1944 .. o i 32 .
19456 .. = s 29
1946 . i A 29
1987 - 21 — 27
1948 .. i i 21

The following Table shows the causes of death during
the year:—

TABLE Il
CAUSES OF DEATH.

Cause,. Male. Female. Total

Typhoid and paratyphoid fevers e _— - =he
Cerebro-spinal fever R A R S S e
Scarlet fever e s Y b e e sud















TABLE V.
Notifications.
Year, Pulmonary. Non-Pulmonary.
Male. Female. Male. Female.
1941 P s 68 90 g 21
1942 e AEes 93 14 27
1943 sk e 1, | T4 19 18
1944 e N 112 96 4 19
1945 st SR | 70 15 15
1946 = o 84 65 14 12
117 wee 108 80 T 10
1948 i v 84 86 13 10

I am indebted to the Tubereulosis Officer at the Edgware

(Chest Clinie for the following observations :—

“ The total number of patients on the Clinic register
increased during the year 1948 from 1,531 to 1,561 after
taking into account transfers into and out of the area,
patients recovered and lost sight of and those who died.

Puring the year the already long waiting time for
admission to Sanatorium was inereased, special diffienlty
being experienced in the ease of children, where the wait-
ing time was approximately seven months. Similar
diffieulty was found in arranging admission for
orthopaedie cases, also suffering from pulmonary tubercu-
losis.

The long waiting period for admission to sanatorium
threw a great strain on the housing problem, where
patients with positive sputum were being nursed in close
contact with children, in overecrowded conditions; but co-
operation between the housing department and the clinic
alleviated this unsatisfactory sityation as far as possible,

An inereasing number of home helps were required
during the year, and there was also a greater call on the
Distriet Nursing Service.
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SCHOOL HEALTH SERVICES

These services have been deseribed in detail in previous
reports, but certain changes in their administration have
followed as a result of the operation of the National Health
Serviece Act, 1946. In the original scheme of Divisional
Administration of edueation, the Divisional Executive were
responsible for the medical and dental inspection of pupils
attending any school maintained by the County Couneil and
for the ascertainment of which children in the Borough re-
quired special educational treatment. In addition, they were
responsible for securing that pupils attending any school
maintained by the County Council should have free medical
treatment in accordance with the arrangements made by the
County Council and approved by the Minister. As a result
of the operation of the National Health Serviee Act it became
inevitable that the treatment provided for school ehildren at
Health Centres should be co-ordinated with the Local Health
Service provided under the National Health Service Aet, treat-
ment becoming therefore the concern of the Loeal Health
Authority acting through the Area Health Committee and not
of the Divisional Executive. All matters of periodie medical
inspection, dental inspection, inspection of cleanliness, ascer-
tainment of pupils requiring speeial educational treatment and
all matters dealt with under Section 57 of the Education Aect
and the provision of child guidance services, other than
specialist treatment, remaining with the Divisional Executive.

PERIODIC MEDICAL AND OTHER INSPECTIONS:

It will be seen from Table No. X that 6,098 children were
inspected at periodic medieal inspeetions and that a further
8,138 special inspections and re-inspeetions were made. The
nutritional standard of the children examined at the periodic
medieal inspeetions is shown in the following Table with a
comparison with that of the year 1947:—
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TABLE X.

Number of A B c
Pupils (Good). (Fair). (Poor).
Inspected. No. o No. o No. %
1947:

7072 3892 5503 2739 38.73 441 6.24
1948:

6098 3028 4965 2760 4526 310 5.09

SCHOOL DENTAL SERVICE:

I am indebted to the Area Dental Officer for the following
report on the School Dental Service :—

“The number of children on the register increased
during the year from 15497 to 16,242, Staffing problems
caused some disloeation to the work—Mr. K. Leney,
L.D.S., not taking up his appointment in place of Dr.
Kerpel until June. An additional Dental Officer, Miss F.
Power, B.D.8., took up her duties at the beginning of the
vear and increased the number of Dental Officers to six
from April onwards. This inerease in staff has not
resulted in an inerease in the number of Routine Dental
Inspections in school, and was not sufficient to maintain
the level of Routine Dental Inspections in sehool earried
out in 1947. The reason for this slight drop in numbers
is aceounted for by the aceumulation of aetual treatment
due to the delay in the replacement of Dr. Kerpel, and a
considerable amount of minor ailments amongst the Dental
Staff.

The econdition of the children’s teeth found at Routine
Dental Inspection appears to be similar to that found for
some vears. The number of unsaveable teeth showed
little notieeable difference from last year. The big
majority of parents are now only too ready to avail
themselves of the services offered for their ehildren and
in the case of Secondary Schools many scholars make their
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own arrangments with the clinies for more frequent
inspections.

The provision of a eomplete Dental Service is based
upon annual inspection for every pupil followed by prompt
treatment and this depends upon the adequate staffing
of the Dental Service which appears to be approaching a
erisis in the eountry as a whole due to the implication of
the National Health Service Aect, for its effeect upon
recruitment and School Dental Serviees.

It is gratifying to note that in Hendon the Dental
Officers had remained loyal to the Serviece to the end of
the year.”

ASCERTAINMENT OF HANDICAPPED PUPILS:

An inereased number of children suspected of being
mentally or physically handicapped or mal-adjusted were
referred for special examinations to ascertain whether their
degree of handicap is of such a nature as to require special
edueational treatment. The Tavistock Clinic which has been
absorbed by the North-West Metropolitan Regional Hospital
Board continues to undertake treatment of mal-adjusted
children and during the year 74 children were referred for
examination and treatment.

Unfortunately there is a long waiting list with an inevit-
able delay in obtaining appointments.

UNCLEANLINESS—VERMINOUS CONDITIONS:

Ministry of Eduecation Table V gives the number of
children who were examined in the schools, the number of
children who were found to be infested with vermin, and the
number of individual pupils in respect of whom cleansing
notices were issued under Section 54 (2) of the Edueation
Act. These latter notices are only served in cases liable to
persistent or repeated infestation, as in the vast majority of
cases the degree of infestation is slight, and the co-operation
of the parent is elicited by assistance and adviee.
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I am indebted to the Borough Education Officer for the
following notes of the main developments likely to affect the
health of the children, which have taken place in the eduea-
tional service during the year and for his continued co-opera-
tion and that of his staff in the work of the School Health
Serviees :—

“ PHYSICAL EDUCATION:

During 1948, the situation in schools has not improved
with regard to accommodation and general faecilities. In
fact the facilities for physieal education are fewer than
ever, owing to the erection of classrooms in playgrounds.
In April the distribution of Organisers of Physical Educa-
tion in the County was re-organised and instead of two
organisers being responsible for the physical education in
Hendon, the areas of Hendon, Willesden and Wembley
were combined. By this arrangement the work of the
organisers was trebled, consequently the amount of time
available for visiting the schools and helping the teachers
was less than one-third of the time previously available.
Not only has this reduced the number of visits of
organisers to the schools but the consequent loss of con-
tact with the teachers and their difficulties is muech to be
regretted, the personal contact having proved invaluable
in previous years.

With the frequent changes of staff and the appoint-
ment of emergency teachers to the Borough, the assistance
given by organisers should have been increased rather
than diminished, but under present conditions this is
impossible, not only by the inereased area for which the
organisers are responsible, but by a great increase in the
amount of office work due to eentralisation. The work
of the Remedial Gymnast is proving most valuable; so
much so that a request has been made for the appointment
of a further Remedial Gymnast to visit the schools which
are not covered at present.

SWIMMING :
The swimming this summer again proved disappoint-
ing as the weather was very inelement. Again the need
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for some indoor facilities for teaching swimming was
emphasised. The organisers have been fortunate in being
able to arrange swimming at the Hampstead Baths. In
order to have swimming instruetion throughout the year,
transport was provided for a limited number of schools
as an experiment. Here the children have regular weekly
instruetion by qualified instruetors and the advantage of
this to the children cannot be over emphasised, and the
number of children who have learnt to swim has been
more than doubled by these facilities.

ORGANISED GAMES:

The diffieult conditions existing in the lack of halls
and playgrounds increases the need for greater facilities
for organised games. Unfortunately Cressingham Road
is still not awvailable as the Ministry have not sanctioned
the erection of a suitable fence for this field. Meantime
this leads to overerowding on the Public Parks & Recreation
Grounds which through the co-operation of the Borough
Engineer and Surveyor and his staff are so generously
placed at the disposal of the schools. The gquestion of
adequate ehanging and washing aecommodation is still a
vital one, and it is hoped that proper faeilities will be
available in the near future.

TRAINING COURSES:

Training Courses for Teachers and Leaders have been
arranged throughout the year, but having to eover Area
No. 4 of Middlesex administration, these courses are not
always so conveniently situated for Hendon as one would
wish.

LOCAL YOUTH COMMITTEE:

Sinece the re-organisation of the administration for the
County of Middlesex it has been impossible for the
organisers to keep in such close contact as they would
have liked with all phases of Youth work in Hendon, but
they act as advisors to the Loeal Youth Committee and
are available when required.
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CHILDREN UNDER 5 YEARS OF AGE:

As the influence of the recent inerease in the birth
rate makes itself felt by the number of children reaching
compulsory school age less space is, and will be, available
in the infant schools for children below school age. Un-
fortunately, therefore, until new buildings are provided to
accommodate the infants it has been inereasingly neces-
sary to limit the admission of the under fives although the
demand for places had been as heavy as hitherto.

Whereas in 1945 there were 594 such children in
attendance at 26 schools, there were only 490 children
under. five years of age in 24 schools at the eorresponding
time in 1948. Of these only 51 were between the age
of 3 and 4 and were located in four schools. At the same
time, some 290 children were on the registers of the
nursery schools associated with the seven day nurseries.

ATTENDANCE:

Throughout the year attendance was well maintained
at approximately 909, each week. Only during certain
weeks in the spring term, when weather conditions and
illness are likely to cause a falling off in attendance, was
there any noticeable drop in the school averages. A few,
Algernon Road, Wessex Gardens, Sunnyfields and the
(Garden Suburb Infants’ Schools fell below 759, for some
four or five weeks during the year but otherwise the
school attendance gave no indieation of general ill-health
r other difficulties.

SCHOOLS MEALS AND MILK:

Since the last report, further extensions have been
made in the School Meals Service although it is not yet
possible to provide a meal for all children who require it.
The eentral kitchens which provide the largest number of
meals have been over-producing throughout the year but
even so waiting lists have to be made at some schools.
Only one school is now without school meals,
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The milk in schools scheme operates in all sehools and
is very satisfactory.

School meals and milk have been made available in
the long holidays although relatively few echildren take
advantage of the facilities.

With regard to the number of meals served, a census
taken on 20th Oectober, 1948, showed that 8,754, repre-
senting over 559, of the children in school that day,
took the meal. Of these 4,880 or 48.6%, were children
attending primary schools, 3,615 or 64.6%, in secondary
sehools and 259 or 1009, of the nursery school population
that day.

There were 14,991 children taking milk on the above
day, or 95.4%, of those in attendance and the correspond-
ing figures for primary schools were 9,592 or 95.6%,
secondary schools 5,068 or 90.59, and 259 or 1009, in the
nursery schools. In addition, 196 breakfasts and 259
teas were served in the nursery schools.”

STATISTICAL TABLES:

The Ministry of Education Statistical Tables for the
year 1948 are appended.
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MINISTRY OF EDUCATION.

MEDICAL [INSPECTION RETURNS.

Year ended 31st December, 1948,

TABLE L

MEDICAL INSPECTION OF PUPILS ATTENDING
MAINTAINED PRIMARY AND SECONDARY SCHOOLS.

(Ineluding Speecial Schools.)

A—PERIODIC MEDICAL INSPECTIONS:

Number of Inspections in the preseribed Groups:—

Entrants

Second Age Group

mrrrds

Third Age Group

Total

Number of other Periodie Inspections
Grand Total

B.—OTHER INSPECTIONS:

Number of Special Inspections

EECCE R

EEEC e

Number of Re-Inspections ..

Total

L

s

1739
1674
898

4311

1787
6098

2575
5563

8138
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C.—PUPILS FOUND TO REQUIRE TREATMENT:

Number of Individual Pupils found at Periodiec Medical
Inspection to Require Treatment (exeluding Dental Diseases

and Infestation with Vermin).

For any
For defective of the other Total
Group. vision (exclud- econditions individual
ing squint). recordedin  pupils.
Table IIA.

(1). (2). 3). (4).
Eatrarts 0 0 L 25 213 222
Second Age Group.. 143 134 259
Third Age Group .. 61 66 122
Total (prescribed groups) 229 413 6053
Other Periodic Inspections 138 148 271

Grand Total ' e e 367 o61 874
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TABLE

A —RETURN OF DEFECTS FOUND BY MEDICAL
INSPECTION.,

In the year ended 31st December, 1948.

Periodic  Inspections.

Special Inspections.

Mo. of defects. MNo. of defects.
Requiring Requiring
to be kept to be kept
Defect . under ob- under oh-
Codle Defeet or Disease. Requiring  servation, Requiring gervation
No. treatment but not treatment. but not
requiring requiring
treatment. treatment.
(1. {2). (3). (4). {5).
4. 8Skin .. s s bt R 5 354 1
5. Eyes—a. Vision .. 367 201 153 18
b. Squint e ) 14 24 1
¢. Other D 8 220 4
6. Ears—a. Hearing ... 15 51 20 3
b. Otitis Media 5 3 &1 —
g: Other . o 9 1 160 gL
7. Nose or Throat W 179 278 19
8. Speech ol ! 300 10 24 6
9. (ervieal Gland w16 63 21 4
10. Heart and Cireulation — 37 2 7
11. Lungs .. - s N 32 14 4
12. Developmental—
a. Hernia st g 5 —_ —_
b. Other AR : | — —
13. Orthopzdic—
a. Posture ... 93 42 29 1
b. Flat foot ... 28 56 23 1
e, Dther . 65 55 69 5
14. Nervous System—
a. Epilepsy ... 2 1 s s
b. Other =Y 18 6 2
15. Psychological—
a. Development 5 1 4 2
b. Stability ... 13 . 39 4
16. Other ... £ 48 42 781 6
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B.—CLASSIFICATION OF THE GENERAL CONDITION
OF PUPILS INSPECTED DURING THE YEAR IN
THE AGE GROUPS.

A B C

Number of {Good). (Fair). (Poor).
Age Groups. Pupils
Inspected. % %o
No. ofcol.2. No. ofecol.2 No. of col. 2.
(1) (2). (3). (4). (3). (6). (7). (8).
Entrants e 1739 817 46.98 814 46.81 108  6.21
Second Age
Group 1674 fiss  41.10 869 51.91 117 6.99
Third Age
Group 508 505 56.24 375 4176 18 2.00

Other Periodie
Inspections 1787 1018 56.97 702 30.28 87 8.75

Total ... 6098 3028 49.65 2760 -45.26 310 5.00
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TABLE Il

TREATMENT TABLES.

GROUP I.—MINOR AILMENTS (exeluding Uncleanliness,
for which see Table V).

(a)

Number of Defects
treated, or under
treatment during

the year.
Skin—
Ringworm—Sealp—
(1) X-BEay treatment .. o o e
(i1) Other treatment ... e ok 2 5
Ringworm—Body ... S N : 18
Seabies ok 1 e gL < i 4
Impetigo .. i e . 120
Other skin diseases ... 1 paMEE ¥ o e AT 649
Eye Disease (external and other, but exeluding
errors of refraction, squint and cases
admitted to hospital) el e L 250
Ear Defects (treatment for serious diseases of
the ear (e.g., operative treatment in hos-
pital) should not be recorded here but in
the body of the School Medical Officer’s
Annual Report) .. .. AR e 352
Miscellaneous (e.g., minor injuries, bruises,
sores, chilblains, ete.) - e 3887
Talal . i 5652
(b) Total number of attendances at Authority’s
minor ailments clinies P e i, SOOHS"

* Tneludes 3000 attendances at M.A.C. for E.N.T.
treatments.
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GROUP IIL.—-DEFECTIVE VISION AND SQUINT

(exeluding Eye Disease treated as Minor Ailments—Group I.)

No. of Defecta
dealt with.
Errors of Refraction (including sguint) ... 2 860
Other defect or disease of the eyes (excluding
those recorded in Group I.) ... ... R 37

—

Total LAl S 897

No. of Pupils for whom spectacles were:
(a) Preseribed ... Ll . " S 681
(b) Obtained ... i e e G 447

GROUP 1II.—TREATMENT OF DEFECTS OF NOSE

AND THROAT.
Total number
treated.

Received operative treatment—
(a) for adenoids and chronie tonsillitis e 49
(b) for other nose and throat conditions ... —
Received other forms of treatment H o 548
Tolal o e 597

GROUP IV.—ORTHOPADIC AND POSTURAL

DEFECTS.
(a) No. treated as in-patients in hospitals or
hospital schools i wid, i s 18

(b) No. treated otherwise, e.g., in clinies or out-
patients departments ... we o wew 369



28

GROUP V.—CHILD GUIDANCE TREATMENT
AND SPEECH THERAPY.

No. of pupils treated :—

(a) under Child Guidanee arrangements .. 49
(b) under Speech Therapy arrangements .. 71
TABLE 1V.

DENTAL INSPECTION AND TREATMENT.

(1) Number of pupils inspected by the
Authority’s Dental Officers:—

(a) Periodie age groups " s L 6063
(b) Specials o e, T . 3664

(e¢) TOTAL (Periodiec and Specials) s 9717
(2) Number found to require treatment ... ... 6825
(3) Number actually treated ... = = 5073
(4) Attendances made by pupils for treatment ... 21698

(5) Half-days devoted to:—
(a) Inspection o — e o 67
(b) Treatment .. .. : L) VLT 2272%
Total (a) and (b) ... e 2339

(6) Fillings:—

Permanent Teeth o NGA I - 8461
Temporary Teeth o | o s 1796
Total "o Mo . 10257

(7) Extractions:—

Permanent Teeth ... .. AT 15761
Temporary Teeth' = .. .- AT T 6232

Total ... bk T808



(8) Administration of general anmstheties for
extraction e i sva fhiacd ey wa

(9) Other operations :—

(a) Permanent Teeth ... 2 W
(b) Temporary Teeth .. s iy Ey

Total (a) and (b) .. i

* Ineludes 413 Orthodontie.
t Ineludes 617 Orthodontie.

TABLE V.
INFESTATION WITH VERMIN,

(i) Total number of examinations in the schools
by the sehool nurses or other authorised
PEPEORE Lo RSN S S i

(ii) Total number of individual pupils found to
be infested o i £ s i

(ii1) Number of individual pupils in respeet of
whom ecleansing notices were issued (Seection
54 (2), Eduecation Aect, 1944) P -

(iv) Number of individual pupils in respect of
whom eleansing orders were issued (Section

54 (3), Education Act, 1944) K T

3125

2736
658

3394

23842

452

Nil
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EMPLOYMENT OF CHILDREN AND YOUNG
PERSONS,
MIDDLESEX (HENDON).

(1) Number of children medieally examined in order
to ascertain whether they were physically fit to

undertake employment of a light nature outside
school hours .. e ot | Lt il 105

(2) Number of instances in which the state of health
was found to be sueh that certificates were with-
held ' .- .. e el = T S 1

(3) Number of children examined as to fitness to take
part in entertainments Pt i e 30

(4) Number of cases in whiceh certificates to take part
in entertainments were withheld

rramnn mmpre dramnn

EDUCATION ACT, 1944—SECTIONS 57 (3) and 57 (5).

(Cases notified under Section 57, Edueation Act, 1944 -—

Sub-seection 3 ...
Sub-seetion 5 ..

Cases de-notified under Section 8, Edueation (Miscel-
laneous Provisions) Act, 1948

ST merann anmprn

MEDICAL EXAMINATION OF TEACHERS.

(a) Number of Teachers examined as to fitness for
BEEHCUTREANRE. | L Ll e b e wa i 17

(b) Number of Students examined as to fitness for
first appointment ... S

S 6
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submitted housing applications to this Authority. Due
to the progress made in the provision of new houses, the
number of families rehoused during the past year shows a
marked inerease over the figures submitted in my last
year’s report. It will also be noted that the number of
exchanges of tenancies arranged between Council tenants
to ensure that available aceommodation is put to the best
nse, shows an inerease as compared with last year.

As forecast in my report of last year, it has not been
possible to maintain the progress attained in previous
years in rehousing families into requisitioned properties,
due to the eurtailment of requisitioning powers, and the
number of releases of such property which the Couneil
have been obliged to effect.”

“HOUSING REPORT.
STATISTICS.

TABLE XI.
For period 1st January, 1948, to 31st December, 1948.

1947. 1948,

1. Number of families rehoysed into

Permanent Accommodation :—

(a) Pre-war Houses .. ... 36 61
(b) Post-war Houses ... W b 274
(e) Temporary Bungalows ... 16 20
230 355

2. Transfers arranged to relieve over-
erowding on Council Estates .. 58 86

3. Number of families rehoused into
Requisitioned Property o e 1 78

4. Number of homeless families given
emergency accommodation in Half-
Way Houses .. i s e 1, AL 73"
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TABLE XIL

Individual Unfit Houses:

No demolition order was made by the Local
Authority and no house was found to be in
a state so dangerous, or injurious to health,
as to be unfit for human habitation.

Inspection of dwelling-houses during the year:

Total number of dwelling-houses inspected for
housing defeets (under Publie Health or
Housing Aects) ... s = b P

Number of inspections made for the purpose ...

Number of dwelling-houses found not to be in
all respeets reasonably fit for human habita-
tion e Bt -l rr R W W S

Remedy of defects without service of Formal Notices:

Number of dwelling-houses rendered fit in conse-
quence of informal aection by the Loeal
Authority or their Officers .. ... . 3

Proceedings under Public Health Acts:

Number of dwelling-houses in respeet of which
Notices were served requiring defects to be
remedied el ol A e

Number of dwelling-houses in which defects were
remedied after serviee of formal notices :—

el Bratmmar s et e N hnal v e

(b) By Local Authority in default of
Owner e s s il

1288
4071

887

636

159

123

None

The following summary of the inspeetion work performed
by the Sanitary Inspectors has been submitted to me by Mr,

G&. E. Luek, Chief Sanitary Inspector :—






FACTORIES ACT, 1937:

Number of inspections L Y e 286
Notices served to remedy defects .. — e 29
Notices complied with ] e BN 21
Matters notified by H.M. Inspector of I‘actnnes 9
Lists of Outworkers received ol s 58
Outworkers’ premises inspeeted .. .. .. 108

Nature of defects remedied at Factories:

Sanitary accommodation:

Unsuitable or defective ... ik TS 4
Improperly ventilated or unventilated .. 2
Want of eleanliness s o0 4
Inadequate lighting R ks 4
Other offences A R s el 18

WATER SUPPLY :
The Borough has a dual souree of supply:—

15

The Metropolitan Water Board supplying an area
bounded on the West by the London Midland and
Scottish Railway, on the North by a line along the
Mutton Brook to Bridge Lane and on the East by the
London North Eastern Railway. The remaining
Northern portion of the Borough is supplied by the
Colne Valley Water Company.

The Metropolitan Water Board supplies selected
Thames water which has been subjected to purifica-
tion by storage in which time it is freed of the bulk
of organisms. It is filtered through rapid and then
slow filters, attaining a degree of purity which com-
pares favourably with the general supplies in Great
Britain, but as a further safe-guard, terminal chlorina-
tion is applied whiech ensures a first-class water in
every respect. Samples of waters and filter-beds are
examined bacteriologically, echemically and for taste
and other special purposes on every working day.
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2. The Colne Valley Water Company derives its supply
from deep wells sunk into the chalk and before dis-
tribution to the consumers the water is under the
constant supervision of a chemical and baecteriological
staff which earries out examinations in modern
laboratories situated at the Works.

A high standard of purity is maintained.

SWIMMING BATHS:

There are two swimming baths owned by the Loeal
Authority and one privately owned.

The purification and filtration plant at the Loeal
Authority’s baths consists of filters of the horizontal pressure
type, together with centrifugal pumps, ehlorination plant and
cascade aerators,

The total quantity of bath water ean be passed through the
filters in four hours, but during slack bathing periods this
is extended to six hours.

After passing through the filters the water is injected with
ammonia gas in solution and then passes over the caseade
aerators and is finally injected with chlorine gas in solution
before passing into the bath., The use of ammonia and
chlorine gas is for the destruction of harmful bacteria and
prevention of the growth of alge: in the water.

In order to assist in the cleansing and efficient working of
the filters, a coagulent and alkaline salt are introduced into
the water between the pumps and filters. This process has
resulted in a high standard of purity being maintained.

INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD:

1,974 inspeections were made at premises where food
intended for sale for human consumption was prepared, stored

or sold,
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Constant attention was given to the inspection of premises,
including street hawkers’ premises where food was offered or
exposed for sale or had been deposited with or consigned to
any person for the purpose of sale or of preparation for sale.
As a precaution against econtamination of food attention was
given to the observance of eleanliness by persons employed in
food stores, bgth in regard to the rooms and all articles,
apparatus and utensils therein, and in regard to themselves
and their elothing. Where necessary suitable washing basins
and a sufficient supply of clean water, both hot and ecold, soap
and clean towels were provided.

For some considerable time an understanding has existed
between the Public Health Department and the loecal food
retailers whereby retailers notify us of any artiele of food
about the quality of which they were in doubt and before
such article was exposed for sale on their premises. By these
means a large amount of food, unwholesome or unfit for human
econsumption, was withdrawn from sale. In eaech case a
certificate of unfitness detailing the article was issued to the
retailer who in turn forwarded it to his wholesaler, so that
the replacement might be effected. A copy of such a note
was sent to the Loeal Food Control Officer for his guidance
in the adjustment of food rations to those coneerned.

A considerable amount of food was condemned as being
unfit for human consumption and was destroyed by inecinera-
tion.

Total quantity of Canned Foods condemned ... 5161
Total weight of other Foods condemned ... 5 tons 14 ewts.

informal action taken in connection with Food Shops and
Food Stores:

78 notices were served on oecupiers of Shops and
Stores for infringements of the Food and Drugs Aect, 1938,
where proper precautions were not being taken against
contamination of food. At the end of the year a remedy
had been effected in 47 instances,
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the Borough, and the Officers of the serviece have been of the
greatest assistance in carrying out investigations in outbreaks
of infections disease, partieularly gastro-intestinal infections
and in eo-operating in methods of control. They have, in
addition, earried out a eontrolled experiment in the Day
Nurseries on immunisation against measles and whooping
cough.

HENDON ISOLATION HOSPITAL.

By virtue of the National Health Serviee Act, 1946, all
hospitals vested in Loeal Authorities were transferred to the
Minister of Health, This included the Hendon Isolation
Hospital which was transferred on the appointed day, namely,
oth July, 1948, The hospital services in England and Wales
are now administered by Regional Hospital Boards, these are
based on universities and medieal schools, 4 of the Boards
being associated with the University of London. The Hospital
Boards in turn divided the regions for which they were
responsible into smaller administrative units, under the eontrol
of Hospital Management Committees. It will be understood
that a change of administration of this magnitude could not
be effected until a considerable time had elapsed, and to over-
ecome this gap the North-West Metropolitan Regional Hospital
Board asked the Borough Counecil to be responsible for certain
aspects of the administration of the Isolation Hospital until
they in turn could become entirely responsible. This the
Borough Council agreed to do, and an ageney agreement was
entered into and eontinued until the 28th February, 1949, The
Hospital, of course, remains available for the isolation and
treatment of cases of infectious disease oceurring within the
Borough.

The following figures show admissions to the Isolation
Hospital from 1st January up to the 4th July, 1948, when the
control of the hospital was transferred to the Regional
Hospital Board. As the information given covers only part
of the year, comparisons with previous years’ statistics would
be of little value, and have been omitted.


















