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SANITARY REPORT.

1896.

To the Chairman and Members of the Hendon Urban District Council,

(GENTLEMEN,

I have the honour to present my report to you for the
year 1896.

I will give first a summary of those matters of sanitary
interest which have occurred during the period above mentioned.

The first nine months of the year were remarkable for the
extreme drought which prevailed; after this period incessant
wet weather set in with hardly any intermission for the
rest of the year. It was, perhaps, fortunate that the first part
of the year was so mild, as a very serious epidemic of Measles
and Whooping Cough prevailed all over the district, and, had
the weather been severe, I fear the zymotic death-rate would
have been largely increased. Scarlet Fever has also been amongst
us as in former years, Child’s Hill being visited by a much larger
extent than the other two Wards, although an outhreak occurred
in Mill Hill in the earlier part of the year, and Hendon Ward
was also visited by this disease throughout the year but not in an
epidemic form.
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The number of cases of Diphtheria was considerably below
that of the previous year, Typhoid Fever remaining at about the
same. The death-rate for the district is a little higher than the
previous year, but undoubtedly a great deal more sickness
prevailed, mainly owing to the Measles and Whooping Cough
epidemics. For the purposes of more clearly defining the different
parts of this large and scattered parish, I have divided up the
Wards into sub-districts, and one is now able to see at a glance,
on looking at the tables, the amount of sickness and mortality
in each.

The question of *“dust removal” has demanded a good deal
of attention during the year, and I have entered into this matter
fully in another part of this report.

An impetus to building in the West Hendon District has
been given since the erection of Schweppes’ Factory, and houses
are being rapidly erected, and before very long this part of the
district bids fair to be the most thickly populated in the parish.

The question oi a better train service to Hendon is of vast
importance to the growth of the neighbourhood, and it is to be
hoped that the time is not far distant when Hendon will see this
an accomplished fact,

Other matters of importance have taken place during the
year, among which may be mentioned ;:—

(a) The taking over by the Couneil the treatment of the
sewage of Hendon themselves,

(b) The extension of the Mill Hill sewerage.

(¢) A contract having been entered into for the con-
tinuation of the Low Level sewerage system to Burnt
Oak and Orange Hill, which is to be commenced at

ondce,
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(d) The application from the Abney Park Cemetery
Company for the purchase of land at Golders Green
for the purpose of placing a cemetery there. A very
lengthy and exhaustive enquiry was held by the Home
Office ; the Hendon District Council being directly
opposed to it from sanitary and other grounds.
Finally, the Home Office gave their decision that they
could not see their way to allow of the cemetery being
placed there. This is the second time this site has
been applied for for this purpose, and has been
refused both times.

(e) The extension of the Infectious Diseases Hospital.

(f) The exclusion of Measles and Whooping Cough from
the list of notifiable diseases. A special report upon
this matter is appended.

DESCRIPTION OF DISTRICTS.

As the Hendon Parish is a very scattered one, containing
district hamlets in different parts, I propose for the purposes of .
my report to define these roughly and give them separately in
the different tables. Formerly, the divisions were simply Hendon,
Child’s Hill, and Mill Hill Wards. When referring to a particu-
lar distriet, say Hendon, it might be in the outlying district of
Burnt Oak, which, although part of Hendon Ward,is a distinet
sub-district. 1 propose also to give the estimated population of
these districts, and the number of deaths and the number of
cases of infectious diseases in each.

CextrRAL HENDON

Is defined by the river Brent on one side, from Dollis Brook
to Renter's Lane Bridge : and from Renter’s Bridge to The Bur-
roughs Pond and Colin’ Deep Bridge.
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Wesr Hexpow

Is bounded on the east by a line drawn from Renter’s Bridge,
to The Burroughs Pond, to the junetion of Colin Deep and
Edgware Road, then following the Edgware Road to the junction
of Kingsbury Lane, including the houses only on the north side.
At this point both sides of the road, houses north and west, are
included, and further on the whole of the district west of the
Midland Railway to the Welsh Harp Water as far as the Welsh
Harp Bridge.

CuaiLp's Hinr DistrIOT

Comprises all the parts from Prospect Road on the south to
the four cross roads on the north. Golder's Green, including
Golder’s Hill Terrace and Chatterbox Row, are also parts of this
district. On the east this district is bounded by Hampstead ; on
the west as far as Granville Terrace (included).

CrickrLEwooDp DISTRICT

Comprises all the district to the west of Granville Terrace to
the Edgware Road. The whole of the Midland Cottages, Elm
Road, Yew Road, and Richborough Roads are all included in this
district.

Burst Oax Districr

Comprises all the houses within the area from the junction of
Colin Deep and Edgware Road to the Edgware Bridge on the
east side of the road only.

TemrrLe ForTUNE

Comprises all the houses lying upon the east of the parish on
the Finchley North Road, and is a distinet little district by itself.

Mirrn Hinn Districr

Comprises all the area from Barnet Gate on the north,
to the Great Northern Railway on the south.
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POPULATION.
No proper census having been taken since 1891, it "
very hard in a growing neighbourhood, varying in density in

different parts, to get what one would much desire—an accurate
total of the number of persons in the parish. |

In West Hendon and Burnt Oak I am enabled to give fairly
accurate results, as a census was taken of these two distriets last
year for the purpose of the Eeclesiastical Commissioners, and I
have no hesitation in saying that these two districts are far and
away the most thickly populated in the parish. To give some
idea Pollard Road strikes an average of 12 per house, a very high
figure considering there are thirty houses in it.

I think it would be most useful if the Council would unders
take to have a census of the whole parish taken in the coming
year : the cost would be little and the information obtained
would be of inestimable value, especially for the compilation of
statistics, and for the purposes of the edumtmnal[pmblam in
Hendon. The following figures are as estimated :—

Hendon Ward comprises—

Central Hendon oo 927 houses Population ... 5814
West Hendon s (DT ol . o 2046
Burnt Oak PRI, 11 % = AR
Public Institutions ... 4 = ... B00
Total . 1420 Total ... 9737
Child’s Hill Ward comprises—
Cricklewood ... 487 houses Population ... 3165
Child’s Hill aas g AR e L . 2918
North End Golders Green 16 s R
Golders Green (includi
Highfield School... 51 , i oo | 456
Temple Fortune . S % % w202
Total ... 10186 Total .. 6943
Mill Hill Ward comprises—
304 houses Population 1650
Institutions e 532

Total s, XTEE
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The above works out the total population for the whole
parish at 18,862, I think the figures given to me up to Lady-day,
1895, as 17,031 very misleading, as they are based on the rate of 6
persons only per house. In West Hendon and Burnt Oak I know it
18 over 7, and it must be remembered that ten years ago there was
not nearly the demand for houses as there is at the present time,
and yet houses have not been built in a corresponding proportion
to the increase of the population, with the natural consequences
that the present houses, which were estimated to contain an
average of 6 persons per house in 1891, now contain possibly an
average of T} per house. At the Midland Cottages, Oricklewood,
a census was taken last year of the number of personsin them,
and although these houses are only allowed to contain one family
in each, and perhaps a lodger, the average per house was 63.

VITAL STATISTICS.

Number of Deaths.—The total number of Deaths in the
Parish for the year is 330, as against 289 in the year 1895,
Ninety-five of these occurred in the Infirmary, 23 being charge-
able to Hendon Parish, the remainder being from Willesden,
Harrow, Great and Little Stanmore, Edgware, and Kingsbury.
Dedueting 73, the number from these outlying Parishes, it leaves
257 to be accounted for in Hendon proper. Of this number 78
occurred in Hendon central distriet, 32 in the newly defined
district of West Hendon, 9 in Burnt Oak, 57 in Child’s Hill, 32
in Cricklewood, 26 in Mill Hill, and 6 in Temple Fortune.

Ninety-five deaths occurred under one year, 49 from one and
under five, 14 from five and under fifteen years, 15 from fifteen
and under twenty-five years, 82 from twenty-five and under sixty-
five, and 75 from sixty-five and upwards.

1t will be seen that the number of deaths under five years is
very high, namely, 144, being nearly half the total number of
deaths in the whole parish. During the first six months of the
year a very large amount of sickness prevailed owing to a severe
outbreak of measles and whooping cough ; these diseases have
accounted for 33 of the deaths under five years.
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THE DEATH RATE,

In order to estimate the death-rate properly, it is necessary
to obtain all the information possible with regard to the statistics
of the Workhouse, as this institution accommodates besides
Hendon— Willesden, Harrow, Greatand Little Stanmore, Edgware,
and Kingsbury. The following is the return given me :—

(a) Average number of Inmates in Union for year 349

(b) " y» chargeable to Hendon 75
(¢) Number of Deaths in Union for year 95
(d) & - y» chargeable to Hendon 23
(¢) Number of Births in Union for year 36
(f) i 3 »» chargeable to Hendon 7

From the above return it will be seen that 95 deaths took
place in the Infirmary, of which number 23 only were chargeable
to Hendon, and in estimating the death-rate the number of
Inmates in the Union from other parishes must be deducted from
the population.

The other Institutions are included in the death-rate, which
i8 only fair considering the inmates of them reside there all the
year round, and so justly entitle themselves as residents.

The death-rate for the whole district worked out on the
above lines is equal to 13'8 per 1000, which is somewhat higher
than the previous year, but undoubtedly a great deal more sickness
prevailed during 1896 thanin 1895,

INFANT MORTALITY.

Ninety-five children died under one year, as against seventy-
nine in 1895. This gives the very high infant mortality of 160 per
1000, as against 149 per 1000in 1895, and 116 in 1894. It will
therefore be seen that the infant mortality has increased consider-
ably in each of the years above mentioned. During the year a very
large amount of sickness prevailed amongst young children, owing
mainly to a severe epidemic of measles and whooping cough which
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ZYMOTIC DISEASES.

SCARLET FEVER,

This disease continues to make itself well known in the
district, 108 cases being reported as against 66 in 1895. By far
the largest number of cases eame from Child’s Hill district, 45
being notified from this quarter; Mill Hill came next with 20
cases; West Hendon 15; Hendon Central 13; Temple Fortune
73 Cricklewood 7 ; and the Infirmary 1. Fifty-nine of these cases
were removed to the Infectious Diseases Hospital. Owing to two
rather sudden outbreaks it was found impossible to accommodate
all the patients in the Hospital which required removal and hence
the question of enlargement of the present hospital was forcibly
brought before you, and I am thankful to say this has since
been done.

Scarlet Fever in LMill Hill Ward.—Unfortunately this
district, usually so free from infectious disease, was visited in the
early part of the year with an outbreak. Twenty cases in all
occurred during the year. In January a young girl returned
home from service in Finehley and developed this disease; she
lived at Burton Hole and was isolated at home. From the middle
of February to the end of the month 16 cases were reported to
me. The epidemie was of a very mild type. On enquiries being
made I found that nearly every case attended a small free school
attached to St. Margaret’s Home. I visited and examined all the
children, and found one child full out with a typical Scarlet Fever
rash and sore throat. T sent her home, and on visiting the
house found another child covered with desquamation from Searlet
Fever who had also been attending at the school. 7The mother,
on being questioned, was entirely ignorant of anything having
been the matter with her children. 1 immediately ordered the
school to be closed. Tt is most unfortunate that the cases were
not discovered earlier, but the disease being so mild, the parents in
several instances called in no doetor at all. Only one or two
other cases occurred during the restof the year; they were isolated
at home, Seven cases from this district were removed to the

Hospital.
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Searlet F&{l‘ﬂ?‘ in Hendon Ward.—In all, 28 cases occurred ;
13 in Central Hendon, 15 in West Hendon. No case was
reported from Burnt Oak district throughout the vyear. It
may be well to record one outbreak as showing how the schools
are the means of spreading the infection broadeast. During
September and October 17 cases were reported to me, and in
every instance they were children attending the British Schools,
Brent Street. I'examined all the children in the school, and found
one boy peeling freely alloverthebody. Ishould think he musthave
had the disease overafortnight. Hehad neverbeenaway from school
and said he never felt ill in any way. I asked him whether any of his
brothers or sisters were ill, and his reply was, his sister was in bed
with a sore throat. On visiting the house I discovered the little
sister two-and-a-half years old with a very bad throatand a
Scarlet Fever rash full out. The mother, at the time of my visit,
was out at laundry work, and was quite surprised when I told
her. This illustrates how important it is that the schools gener-
ally should be under a system of medical supervision. In the
West Hendon district the fifteen cases reported from this quarter
extended over different parts of the year, and could not be traced
to contamination from any one quarter,

Scarlet Fever in Child's Hill Ward.—A very large number
of cases, namely, 59, were reported from this Ward, but it must
be remembered that it is a very scattered district, and that of this
number 10 oceurred at Golder's Green, and attended the British
Schools at Hendon previously spoken of. Seven cases also occur-
red at Temple Fortune, and 7 at Cricklewood, the remainder, 35,
coming from Child’s Hill district, The number of cases from
Cricklewood is small considering the population, which is larger
than that of Child's Hill. On the other hand the number at
Child’s Hill is far above the average. At no one time during the
year was there any large number of cases reported, but the disease
extended itself gradually over the year with the exception of the
last two months, T feel sure that this number would have been
much decreased had it been possible to remove all the
cases away to the Hospital ; but owing to that institution
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being full, it was impossible, with the result that many recurrences
occurred in the same families. y
Smann  Pox, |

Five cases were reported, but I regret to say thatin one case,
at least, the disease was eventually found to be wrong, with an un-
fortunate result. The first case reported was a young gentleman
from Child's Hill district. He was a student at St. Bar-.
tholomew’s Hospital, and the case was first diagnosed as chicken
pox at the Hospital, but the medical attendant certified ‘it as
small pox. The case was isolated at home. Another member of
the same family was attacked later. Both progressed favourably

and made a rapid recovery.

On May 1st, a young girl from the Midland Cottages,
Cricklewood, was reported suffering from small pox. I
made careful enquiries. The girl had quite recently been an
in-patient at the London Hospital, and since her return had not
been out of the house, Her father was an engine driver and his
daties carried him to the Docks daily. Beyond this I could
gather no clue to account for the case. She was removed at once
to the Small Pox Hospital at Highgate.

On May 11th, another case, a young girl from Church Lane,
Hendon, was reported as suffering from small pox, and was
removed to the Hospital at Highgate, and certified as such from
there. After a detention of eight weeks she returned, and a
week afterwards developed undoubted small pox, She was again
removed to the Hospital. At the first intimation of this case the
family were all re-vaccinated, with the exception of the father
who refused to be done, and curiously enough, a fortnight after
the girl’s return from the Hospital the first time, he was attacked
with the disease and removed to the Hospital also. No other
case oceurred, although the family was a large one.

| DipaTHERIA.
- Seventeen cases were reported as against !5 in the preceding
year: b from Central Hendon, 10 from Cricklewood, and 2 from
Child’s Hill.
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In Cricklewood 7 of the cases occurred and all attended at
the same school, and I have little doubt. that they contracted the
disease from one another as they were nearly all in one class. No
" sanitary defects were found at the school. I examined all the
children in one class and found several with * sore throats” and
sent them home. 1 also visited several of the absentees at their
homes and found four with bad throats.

In several other instances certain drainage defects were found
and remedied.

In two instances grave complaints were made as to the
emanation of sewer gas from the street sewers.- These have also
been attended to.

TYPHOID FEVER.

Eight cases were notified: 4 in Central Hendon; 2 in
West Hendon; 2 in Child's Hill; 1 in Cricklewood; and 1 in
Temple Fortune.

In four of the houses sanitary defects were found, but in the
remainder no cause could be ascertained in any way for the

disease.

MEASLES, *

Six hundred and ten cases were reported up to December
12th, at which date this complaint was struck off the list of notiti-
able diseases by order of the Council. Of this number 380 cases
occurred in Hendon Ward, and every one within the first six
months of the year;they were distributed as follows: Hendon
9211; West Hendon 89; Burnt Oak 55; Infirmary 25. Two
schools were closed entirely and parts of two others also.

In Child’s Hill 114 cases oceurred ; in Cricklewood 100 cases.
In both of these districts the disease spread itself over a consider-
able period, and it was not thought advisable to close the schools.
In Temple Fortune 11 cases occurred, and in Mill Hill Ward only
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5 cases. On December 12th this disease was, by order of the
Council, struck off the list of notifiable diseases. ~Appended
will be found my report to the Council upon this disease,

WHOOPING OOUGH.

One hundred and seventy cases were notified: Central
Hendon 103 ; West Hendon 10 ; Burnt Oak 1; Child’s Hill 19 ;
Cricklewood 14; Temple Fortune 6 ; and Infirmary 22. This
disease was, by order of the Counecil, also struck off the list of
notifiable diaenses In the appended report my remarks upon
this subject are to be found.

Copy of Report on Measles and Whooping Cough sent to
the Local Government Board.

UrsaNn Districr Councin OFFICES,
Hexpox, NW,,
October 13th, 1896.

SIR,

Having received from the Clerk to the Hendon Urban Dis-
trict Council a copy of your letter dated 30th September, 1896,
with reference to withdrawal of Measles and Whooping Cough
from the list of notifiable diseases in this district, I now present
you a full report upon these diseases and the way it has been
attempted to cope with them, and as to the advisability of con-
tinuing or abandoning them.

On receiving notice of a case of Measles the following
action is taken. The Sanitary Inspector or myself visits
the house as soon as possible, and make enquiries as
to the number of children in the house, and the schools which
they attend (in many cases the children of the same family attend
different schools). The sanitary arrangements of the house are
also investigated. A formal certificate is then forwarded at once
to the School Authorities in the following form : —
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District Council Offices,

Hendon,
To the Head Teacher
; _ School
I have this day received notice from a Medical Practitioner
that residing at is

suffering from

A further certificate will be forwarded to you when the house
is free from infection, and until then I must ask you not to allow
anyone to attend school from above house,

Medical Officer of Health.

The parents are at the same time warned that they must
isolate the affected ones as far as practicable, and in no case to
allow them to leave the house or mix with other children for a
period of three weeks, The Sanitary Inspector at the end of this
time in most cases again visits the houses to obtain information
as to whether any further outhreak has arisen which has not been
reported, and if satisfactory the house is disinfected. A formal
certificate is forwarded to the school declaring the house free

from infection.
INFORMATION RECELVED FROM SCHOOL AUTHORITIES.

A large amount of information is obtained by me of existing
disease from the School Attendance Officer, for in every case
where 1 have found Measles prevalent, 1 visit the Schools and
gather from the register how many are away, and on consulting
with the School Attendance Officer, he is generally able to tell
whether their non-attendance is due to Measles or not ; if in doubt,
the Inspector visits the houses and ascertains. In many instances
I have examined the children myself, say of the Infant Depart-
ment (the one generally affected) and sent home doubtful cases.
I also give advice to the teachers of the signs and premonitory
symptoms of the disease, and ask them to exclude {rom school
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any children which appear affected and to send in their names.

In every case I have always received the ready help of the School
Authorities,

Scroor CLOSURE.

When epidemics occur the question of closure of schools or
parts of schools immediately becomes an important element in
preventing the further spread of this disease, and I consider that
in this district it has produced beneficial results.

In my report to the Council for the four weeks ending May
19th, 1894, I stated that “During the month 103 cases were
“reported, 49 from New Hendon, 39 from Mill Hill, 12 from
* Central Hendon, and 23 from Child’s Hill ; sixty-seven different
“families were affected, but a large number of these came from
“the same house, there being two families in each house. I
“seriously considered the advisability of closing St. John's

“Schools, but as they were breaking up for the vacation in a few
“days I did not do so0.”

In my next report for the month ending June 16th, I stated :
‘““ Measles 28 cases: 12 in Hendon, 7 in Child’s Hill, 7 in Mill
“Hill. Now from May 7 to May 21 the schools were ciosed, and
I think it is only fair to conclude that this rapid reduction was
“partly due to the schools closing for holidays, and what makes
‘it all the more apparent is that direetly the schools re-opened

“ during the next four weeks 100 fresh cases were reported, 89 of
“ which occurred in Child's Hill.”

In my report for the four weeks ending August 11th, I stated:
“Child’s Hill 29 cases, This disease is rapidly diminishing, in a

“ great measure no doubt due to the closure of the schools for
“ their vacations.”

During the year 1895, very few cases occurred, but in the
present half-year ending June 30th, 526 cases were reported. First
an outbreak occurred at Burnt Oak Schools during the end of
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January and the beginning of February. The report runs:
“On Monday, the 10th inst., I attended before you and obtained
“ your sanction to close the schools. This has been done. The
“number of cases has rapidly dimished during the week.”

On February 17th, 1896, the British Schools were seriously
affected, and the Infants’ School was closed, and on February 27th,
the Infants’ Department at the National Schools was also closed
for the same reason. On the 23rd of March an epidemic occurred
in children attending the Catholic Sehools and these were closed.
In each case the disease abated on closing the schools, and no
doubt in great measure prevented others contracting the disease.
I ought here to state that whenever I have closed the Day School
I have always obtained the consent of the Managers to close the
Sunday Schools also, as it would be obviously unwise to allow one
to be open and not the other.

OrHER MuEASURES TAKEN,

In order to make it publicly known that compulsory notifica-
tion of Measles was in force in this district, and that not only
had the Medical Practitioners to notify the cases, but failing
medical advice being called in, the parents were bound to notify,
the Board caused printed handbills to be distributed wholesale
throughout the district giving all particulars, The result was not
satisfactory, as the parents either through ignorance or neglect
failed to attend to it. Now as to the results of the different
actions taken to prevent further spread of the disease.

Isr.—Coumrvrsory NoTIFICATION.

It is only too well shown that notification is not performed
properly, a large number of cases not being notified at all, and
only by accident or by most rigid enquiries are they found out.
For instance, on my report to the Council on the outbreak at
Burnt Oak, on February 15th, 1896, I stated : * Owing to the
““ ignorance on the part of the parents and no medical man being
“ called in, I was not informed of the existence of the disease in
“ this quarter until about 20 children were taken ill.”
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This shows how usual it is for the parents to treat this
disease without medical aid, and often, when medical aid is called
in, it is to treat the disease sometime after it has manifested
itself. In the meanwhile other children are contracting it., Tt
seems to me that unless the Sanitary Authorities can be strictly
informed of all cases, and especially at the commencement of an
outbreak, the good that the Act is intended to do is lost. In my
annual report for the year 1895, I stated : “ As to the advisability
“ of including this in the list of notifiable diseases, it is doubtful
“ that much good is gained by it. Of course as regards closing
“of schools it is a guide, but as this disease is most infectious
“during the early stage, the harm is generally done before

‘“ attention is drawn to it and all hopes of so checking the disease
‘is prevented.”

2%p.—IB0OLATION,

The question of isolation in Measles is one that is all very
well in theory but most difficult in practice. In by far the
majority of the houses affected it has been found impossible to
make the parents comprehend the importance of isolating the sick
from the unaffected ones, and in nearly every case it is impossible
to obtain isolation at all, there not being sufficient accommodation,
with the unhappy result, that the whole family gradually fall with
the complaint. The only remedy in order to make isolation
effectual is the erection of a hospital, but the expense would be
enormous, and I doubt whether it would decrease the number of
cases to any great extent, as this disease, being so infectious in
the very early stages, the whole family is extremely likely to
contract it before the case is taken away. One thing I have no
doubt hospital treatment would do, that is to lessen the mortality
from this disease, for amongst the poor Measles is a disease that
the parents think much too light of, with the result that the
children are mnot sufficiently cared for, and Bronchitis and

Pneumonia terminate many lives which, under proper treatment,
would be saved.
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311:: —DISINFECTION.,

It is extremely hard to disinfect thoroughly, even by the
ordinary methuds, houses affected by Measles. It is found that
the parents will not properly isolate their children in one room
di;ring the illness, but allow them to run all over the house, and,
in a large number of cases, send them out before the infectious
period is past, and in such cases the whole house has to be
disinfected. The parents very much resent their rooms being
disinfected for Measles ; some stormy scenes have often occurred
on the visit of the Inspector to disinfect. The disinfection of the
clothes is an important fea.bure, but I much regret that my
Council have not yet thought fit to incur the expense of a proper
d}lsmfeetmg chamber, and so the clothes can only be very
imperfectly disinfected. The question of a disinfector is under
the consideration of the Council, so I trust this matter will soon
be satisfactorily settled.

d1H.— EXPENSE.

The question of expense is one which has constantly engaged
the attention of my Council, and the point is whether the
advantages reaped repays the very large expense necessarily
incurred. For besides the payment of medical fees (which is
very heavy) in times of epidemies it is absolutely essential to add
to the sanitary staff in order to cope with the increased work,
one inspector being incapable of making all the necessary enquiries,
disinfection revisits, etc., in a population of 17,000 inhabitants,
and mainly of the poorer class, for out of this number over 2,800
children are attending the free schools in the district; this does
not include any children under 4 or over 13 years.

As to the advisability of continuing or abandoning Measles
from the list of notifiable diseases, I am of opinion that the
following are the objections against notification :—

(1) A large number of cases are never reported by the
parents, and although printed handbills have been
issued as to compulsory notification, many did not
do so.



(2)

3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

(7

7

Infection being carried in the very early stages before
diagnosis is certain, large numbers receive the poison
before you are able to prevent it. This is especially
the case in schools where the children are so closely

congregated.

The Schools are the main centres for disseminating
the disease, and, with the ready help I have always
obtained from the Teachers and School Attendance
Officer, and the medical men in the distriet, I can
easily ascertain the cause of absence of the scholars,
and use my judgment as to whether it is expedient to

close them or not.

Proper isolation is not obtainable in nearly all cases
as the houses are thickly populated, two families in
one house invariably, and one room cannot be kept
apart for sickness entirely, and the mothers must
wait upon the sick and well, as they cannot afford to
pay anyone to do it. There being no hospital to
admit cases of measles, patients cannot be removed
from their houses.

Disinfection cannot be performed with the thorough-
ness that one can wish. Having no disinfecting chamber
it 1s impossible to disinfect the clothes worn by the
patients, and it is impossible to do this thoroughly at
the houses.

The expense of notification has been very great, and
I am of opinion that the increased expenditure is
hardly justified by the results obtained.

That the epidemics continue every other year, and
that during the past four years they have increased
in numbers, and the disease is not of a milder type.
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WHOOPING COUGH NOTIFICATION,

I think I need not dwell at any length upon this subject, as
the remarks I have made with regard to Measles apply also to
Whooping Cough, only to a much greater extent. I consider it
is a disease with which it is impossible to adequately deal with
under the Notification Act for the following reasons :—

(1) A large number are never reported.

(2) The disease at the onset often starts as an ordinary
cold, the characteristic cough often does not shew
itself for some time, and during all this period the
case is highly infectious and the poison rapidly taken
by others.

(3) The mothers of the poor invariably treat this disease
themselves, and continue to send their children in the
streets and to school all the time.

(4) Isolation is impossible as many cases last three
months, and fresh air is the one thing above all that
does most good during eonvalescence, and the parents
would not consent to keep their children shut up in a
stuffy room for a long period. TIn fact this disease is
impossible to cope with in any way by isolation at
home, and hospital treatment is out of the question in
this distriet.

(5) Disinfection is very hard to enforce, as all the dis-
charges being so infectious it is hard to know where
to begin and where to end.

(6) The expense of notification is very great and has not
in any way repaid the amount spent on it.

To sum up I am of opinion that Measles and Whooping
Cough are diseases which cannot be efliciently treated in this
district by the aid of notification to in any way repay the
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necessary expense incurred. I do not wish to deny that some
good is gained, but, I think, if the points which 1 have given are
carefully considered, it will be seen that in no single measure
taken has the result been entirely satisfactory; after all, the
object of notification is prevention of disease, but I do not think
that it has to any great extent diminished the number of cases in
this district, in fact, as statistics shew, they have increased. Of
course the actual number of cases of this complaint can never be
known. In the place of notification I would suggest that the
schools be regularly visited by the Sanitary Staff, and the
co-operation of the School Authorities obtained in the treatment
of this disease, the names of absentees taken, and the cause of
absence ascertained, and 1 have always found, as before stated,
that the School Attendance Officer can invariably give me this
information. The teachers should be told the signs and symptoms
of the disease, and asked to exclude all doubtful cases and to send
in their names, and the question of the necessity for closure can
then be considered.

For the information of the parents printed handbills should
be sent out at the commencement of each outbreak, giving the
signs and symptoms of the disease and the precautions necessary

to be taken.

Information can also be obtained from the medical men as to
the extent of the disease in any particular part of the distriet.

I think, if the above points are carefully attended to, as
much good will be done in checking this disease as by compulsory
notification, which is very costly. I think that a trial would be
advisable.

1 am, Sir,
Your obedient Servant,
F. W. ANDREW,

Medical Officer of Health Hendon
Urban District.
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NOTIFICATIONS,

The total number of cases of Infectious Disease during the
year coming to the knowledge of the Medical Officer of Health was
950 as against 237 in 1895, and 817 in 1894,

The following are the amounts incurred for notification of the
different diseases during the year :—

- FT R

Scarlet Fever 13 10 0
Measles 4 ¥1.8
Whooping Cough 20 4 6
Diphtheria 2 2 6
Erysipelas 211 6
Typhoid Fever 1 0 0
Small Pox 012 6
Membranous Croup 0 2 6
Puerperal Fever 0, 7. 8
Total ... £114 18 6

—_— e

It will be seen that ouat of this total €94 11s. 0d. was in-
curred for notification of Measles and Whooping Cough.

DUSTING.,

The dusting is performed by contract, there being three
different contracts for the different Wards. One of the condi-
tions of the contract is that the collection of the dust-bins shall
be removed weekly. Numerous complaints reached us in June
last of the non-removal of dust refuse, and of the great nuisance
caused by the obnoxious smells arising from decomposition.
These complaints came mainly from Hendon Central Ward, where,
in some instances, weeks had elapsed between the visit of the dust
cart. This matter was fully reported to you by myself and the
Sanitary Inspector at a meeting of the Council. The contractor
stated that the dusting could not be efficiently done at the



21

price. A fresh contract was accepted, but even worse eom-
plaints arose, and it has been a matter of no little trouble for
the Sanitary Inspector to keep the contractor up to his work.
As the collection of the refuse of the district is a matter of great
importance from a sanitary point of view, I would ask my Council
to give this matter serious consideration at the earliest time
possible, in order that the very numerous complaints complained
of may not be repeated in the ensuing year. The best remedy I
would suggest, and I have no doubt in the long run, the cheapest,
18 for the Council to do the work themselves with their own
horses and carts ; if otherwise, I would earnestly ask the Council
when next contracting to accept a tender which will ensure the
work being done efficiently, as in previous econtracts the money
does not enable half as many carts being put on as is necessary.

The next point on this matter to be considered is the final
destination of the refuse. It has always been the custom to
obtain shoots for same by filling up low lying grounds, and during
the past year has been carted to the Hendon Brickfields, where it
is finally sifted and used for the purposes of making bricks. Both
such means of removal have been the cause of numerous com-
plaints in the past.

The main object to be attained from a sanitary point of view
is the rapid destruction of such matters, and although the first
outlay is rather an expensive one, I think it would soon well repay
itself, that is by constructing a “ Destructor,” and so rapidly burning
everything away. This could be conveniently placed at the Sewage
Works, and the refuse left after burning could be used for the
purposes of filtering on the sewage beds and other purposes,
The proper removal of the dust refuse of the district and its final
disposal I leave to you as one of the first matters for your
consideration,

WATER SUPPLY.

The water supply is obtained from the Colne Valley and
West Middlesex Waterworks Company. I can only repeat my
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BIRKBECK ESTATE, MILL HILL.

The roads on this Estate, viz. : Birkbeck, Shakespeare, Milton,
Tennyson, Marion, Byron, and Victoria Roads, have been sewered
by the Council at the owners' expense,

All the hcuses, with the exception of about seven, have been
drained and connected with the new sewers, the old cesspool
system being abolished.

BURNT OAK SEWERAGE,

A contract has been entered into for the continnation of the
Low Level Sewerage system to Burnt Oak and Orange Hill, and
the work will be commenced at the beginning of the year.

SYSTEMATIC INSPECTION OF DISTRICT.

The whole district is now gradually undergoing a house to
house visitation by the Sanitary Inspector, and all sanitary defects
such as superficial bad drainage, defective dust-bins, water supply,
unhealthy and dirty rooms, ete., ete., are being rigidly enquired
into, and the necessary notices are at once sent to remedy such
defects. The Inspector again visits the houses after the termina-
tion of the time stipulated in the notices to sec if they have been
attended to, failing which the Council are undertaking the work
themselves and charging the cost to the proper persons. I feel
sure that already the Inspector has done a large amount of good
work, the number of notices served showing how necessary a
systematic inspection was needed. Appended will be found the
number of houses visited and the number of notices served, and
complaints remedied.

SEWAGE TREATMENT.

The contract with the International and Purification Company
having terminated in February, the Council undertook the treat-
ment of the sewage themselves, Additional land to the amount
of nineteen acres has been purchased at the request of the Local
Government Board, although at the present time it is quite
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possible to efficiently treat the sewage on the old amount of land.
A very large sum has also been expended in thoroughly cleansing
the old land filter beds, which were left by the late Company in a
very bad state. In order to do this the surface of the filters was
dug up to a depth of 6 inches, and the soil and weeds burnt, the
resulting ballast being afterwards spread over the surface. On
the top of this was put 3 inches of the best Leighton Buzzard
sand. The area of filters so done amounts to 4 acres. Besides
these filters the Council have brought from the International
Company their own polarite filters which were in use, and so are
carrying on the polarite system as before with the addition of the
large area of sand and ballast filters before mentioned. The
efluent now turned out is a very good one, and owing to the large
surface of filters all the sewage is able to be efficiently dealt with.
Formerly, owing to the polarite filters being so small, only about
one-fifth of the clarified efluent was able to be treated, the
remaining four-fifths having to pass through the absolutely then
useless land filters. The sludge is being dealt with by passing it
over the land on which is grown various crops. The sludge
pressed varies according to the time and weather, and also
according to the state of the land whether it is fit to receive it.
Numerous samples of the effluent have been analysed by me, and
found in most cases to comply with the requirements of the

Rivers Pollution Act.

INFECTIOUS DISEASES HOSPITAL.
Sixty patients were admitted to the Hospital during the
year ; thirty-five females and twenty-five males. I'ourteen were

under 5 years of age, and 45 over 5 years of age.
The following were admitted from the different districts :—

Hendon (Central) ... 7
West Hendon 6
Golders Green 5
Temple Fortune 5
Child's Hill e
Cricklewood 7

i

Mill Hill







































