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Public Health Department,
Town Hall,
Friern Barnet,
Middlesex.,

The Chairman and Members of the
Friern Barnet Urban District Council,

Madam Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I have the honour to present the Annual Report
of the Medical Officer of Health for the year 1955,

The period under review was uneventful. No major
epidemics or outbreaks of infectious diseases occurred;
indeed, I did not have to report any untoward happenings to
the Public Health Committee during the year,

The vital statistics make pleasing reading. The
birth rate 11.1 rose slightly from 9.6 in 1954, while the
death rate 9,1 (apart from deaths which occurred in Friern
Hospital - 240) remoined more or less ststionary. The still-
birth rate 15,4 fell from 35.2 in 1954, Although the
totals which make up this rate were much too small to allow
of any significant conclusions being drawn, it is none the
less pleasing to note the drop, No deaths of women in
childbirth = occurred during the year; indeed, only ane
maternal death has been recorded in Friern Barnet within
the past nine years, during which time 2788 births have
taken place, 1 need scarcely moke mention of the fact
that this is vastly different from conditions which held
not so many years ago, and is an index of the various
factors which have been at work to produce this happy state.
These factors include stringent ante-natal control, first-
class midwifery and the intrcduction of the new antibiotics.
The infntile mortality rate, i.e, the number of infants
who died under one year per thousand live births, was 25,2,
an increase over the figure for 1954 which was 21.9, When
one remenbers that the total number of infants who died
was only eight, the variation in rate can be accorded its
proper significance. I feel that mention should also be
made of the fact that of the total of eight infants under
one year who died during 1955, no fewer than six died
during the first four weeks of life, This is known as
the neo-natal mortality, and is generally reckoned to
include those deaths which were virtually unpreventable,



Vital statistics are notoriously open to wvarious
interpretations, especially when they cover a comparatively
short period and when they relate to small totals. None
the less, the vital statistics of Friern Barnet will, 1
think, compare favourably with any district of similar size,
particularly a district which is virtually surrounded by a
highly organised series of communities.

There is much in Friern Barnet for which the inhab-
itants should be grateful, about which they should feel
extremely proud. The dormitory character of the district,
with an almost entire absence of factory development, has
obviously played a very real part in our history. But that
is not the end:of the story. Statistics will seldom, if
ever, reveal the effect on the health of a community of
delightful amenities, of generous parks and open spaces,
of wide, well-cared-for streets and intelligent planning.
But there is not theslightcstdoubt that this effect has been
and still is, material. As time passes, and as the charac-
ter and standard of the district are jealously maintained,
this effect will become even more apparent. It is surely
here that the destiny of Friern Barnet lies. Those who
live in Friern B-rnet to-day have been vouchsafed a wonder-
ful heritage from those who made the district what 1t isj
so long as past policy is meintained the future will surely
be adequately safeguarded.

Health education is still being continued in
Friern Bornet. As the Council will be aware, I make a
point of asking local editors to insert articles of topical
interest and importance in their papers. In this connec-
tion I would pay 2 most sincere tribute to the co-operation
invariably extended to me by local editors, co-operation
which I very greatly appreciate and which helps me substant-
ially in my work. The magazine "Better Health" continues
to circulate and seems to be well received. A number of
talks have heen given to local organisations by members of
the Public Health Department staff, I am glad to be able

to record that requests for such talks appear to be on the
increase.

It must be admitted that Friern Barnet is a
district in which one would expect health education to
flourish, It may be said that the inhabitants of
Friern Barnet are not in great need of education. On the
other hend, none of us, within reason, can know too much



about our health and how it can be safeguarded. We have
endeavoured to fill this want. We try to make guite sure
that the importance of health and not disease is continually
stressed, so that we will not foster a community of hypo-
chondriacs, but rather a community which appreciates positive
health at its true value and is prepared to learn how this
priceless boon can be ours,

I would conclude these few paragraphs on health
education by making reference to two specific points. The
first concerns the kiosk outside the Town Hall, Permission
was obtained from the Public Health Committee during 1955
to use this kiosk for health education purposes.

Mr, Jackoaman and the Public Health Staff have been most
diligent in preparaingz exhibits on various aspects of health.
These exhibits are changed approximately once every month,
and seem to have attracted attention., Here again, we
stress the value of positive health, eschewing any alarmist
propaganda whic¢h might create alarm and so destroy the value
of the display,

The second point concerns co-operation with

general practitioners. This is not, strictly epeaking,
health education, since members of the medical profession
are not likely to be in need of this serwvice. 1 have,

however, always felt it my duty to keep in the closest
touch with general practitioners, without whose wvaluable
assistance the work of a Public Health Department would at
once be stultified, I communicate from time to time with
general practitioners, either as Medical Officer of Health
or as Area Medical Offlcer, letting them know of any con-
ditions which exist in a district, and which I think should
be brought to their notice. k lnvariably offer the full
co-operation of the Public Health Department, and ask for
the same co-operation in return. I am wery happy to be
able to state that this co-operation has never been refused
but is forthcoming in generous measure, I have been
sufficiently long in Friern Barnet to realise that the
district is extremely fortunate in its general practitioners,
Liaison between the practitioner and the Public Health
Department is as I have just said, close and cordial,

So long as it remains so, we can 2t least be sure that we
are working together as a co-ordinated team,

There is every hope that a Public Health Handbook
setting out the health services available in Friern Barnet,
will shortly be available, Proofs have been received,



checked and returned to the publishers, The Handbook is
being produced free of charge, and should prove of interest
and value to residents,

Two events in the field of preventive medicine,
which belong more properly to the Annual Report for 1950,
were begun in 1955. These were the preparations for the
housing survey to be undertaken under the Housing Repairs
and Rents Act, 1954, and the preliminary work called for
by the passing of the Food and Urugs hAct 1955. It will
only be necessary here to state that the Public Health
Department has been laying its plans, so to speak, so that,
when the proper time arrives, we hope to be able to go
immediately into action,

My work as Medical Officer of Health for Friern
Barnet has again been made easy by the continued support and
encouragenent which I have received from the Public Health
Committee and from all members of the Urban District
Counecil, In my Annual Report for 1954, I stated that
this courtesy and assistance lightens the work of the
liedical Officer of Health and of the Public Health Depart-
ment generally, I can add nothing to these remarks,
although I am more conscious of their meaning year by year,

: I would again express my very sincere thanks to
all memvers of the Public Health Department staff for their

continued loyalty and devotion to duty., I would make

particular reference once again to the work of Mr, W.R,

Jackaman, Chief Sanitary Inspector, who has been of the
greatest help te me on all occasions,

I am, Madam Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Your obedient servant,

W. C. HARVEY,
Medical Officer of Health.

August 1955,



PUBLIC HEALTH COMIOTTEE.

at 31st, December, 1955.

founcillor A. C, Henry, - (Chairman)
" J, Foley, F.F.3.,{Eng),F, V.1, (Vice-Chairman)

i D, C, Wright, S5 PR W 5 - 9 [Chairma? of the
' Council).

" w, H, Tangye, F.R.I,C.3., F.A.I.(Vice~Chairman of
the Council).

o K, J. Allan
2 B, Fergusson-Taylor, F.V.I,
1 R, F. Pugh, J.P,

" Miss M. J. Richards, J.F., B.A,

PUBLIC HiALTH STAFF.

Medical Officer of Health. W. Clunie Harvey, M.D., Ch.B., D.P.H,

Chief Sanitary Inspector. W. R, Jackaman,

Sonitary Inspector. S. Caine (Resigned 1.12.55)
sanitary Inspector. : £, A, Kottman (Resigned 31.7.55)
Senitary Inspector, J. K. Harris (Appointed 5¢9455)
Sanitary Inspector. A. C. Bamping (ippointed 30.1,56)
Chief Clerk. J. Wilson.

hAssistant. Miss E, Glasscock.

Rodent Operative, £2. T, Crawshaw,




STATISTICS OF THE AREL,

ETRS IR BREPEE] L e i e e RSN SRR
Population (Registrar General's estimate 1955).. 28,560

(District - 26,030)
(Friern Hospital - 2,530)

Number of inhabitated houses according to the .
rate-books (31st, December,1955)....cvu. 7,862

Rgteable Value (31st., December,1955)............£300,351

Sum represented by a penny rate...ceveses dasswas B, 220

IXTRACTS FROM VITAL STATISTICS.

LIVE BIRTHS.
Male, Female, Total.

(Legitimate) 161 145 306
(Illegitimate) 6 i
Total 167 151 318
BIRTH RATE per 1000 of the estimated populstion.... 11,1
STILL BIRTHS.
Mgle, Female., Total,
(Legitimate) 2 3 5
(Illegitimate) - - -
Total 2 3 2

—

STILL BIRTH RATE per 1000 Births (Live and Still)

Lol




DELTHS , _
Male. Female. Total.

District 113 125 238
Friern Hospital g0 150 240
Total | 275 L78
DEATH RATE per 1000 of the estlmated population
including Friern HOSDIiLAL..eesseceses R
HEA R AT T T IR S G A S S T .1
DEATHS OF WOMEN IN CHILDBIRTH.
Fepom Puerperal SepslS.iecessesecssess 0
From other Maternal causeS..esssssss O
Total 0
DEATH RATE per 1000 Births (Live and Still).......... 0.0
DLLTHS OF I.FANTS(under 1 year of age).
Male. Female. Total.
(Legitimate) ¥ 1 8
(Illegitimate) - - -
Total ¥ T 8
DEATH RATE OF INFANTS (under 1 Year per 1000 Births).. 25.2

POPULLTION.

; The Hegistrar General estimated the population
of the district at the middle of the year to be 28,560
This was 120 less than the estimate for 1954, The
population at the 1951 Census was 29,164,



BIRTHS.

The number of births assigned to the district was
318, giving a Birth-Rlate of 11.1 per 1000 of the population.
The correcting factor for age and sex distribution so far
as Friern Barnet is concerned is 1,05, so that the rate for
comparative purposes was 1ll.7. The corresponding Birth-
flate for PBngland and Wales was 15,0,

_ Births and Birth-Rates for the past five years
have been:

Year, %&Eﬁ%ﬁ_ Friern Barnet. England & Wales.
1951 332 . 125 i
1952 3L6 13.7 15.3
1953 343 13,8 155
1954 il . 1l [ | 1542
1955 318 11t 15.0

BEATHS.

There were 478 deaths during the year. Of these,
240 occurred in Friern Hospital and 2%8 in the district,
Since the preparation of the Death-Table the Registrar
UGeneral has assigned L7 deaths to the area, This provides
an un-corrected Dea ‘h-Rate of 16,6 per 1000 for the total
population, and 9,1 per 1000 for the diatrict excluding
Friern Hospital.

The correcting factor for age and sex distribution
is 0,94, providing a Death-Rzte for comparative purposes of
15.6. The corresponding rate for England and Woles was 11,7.

Until 1953, the majority of the deaths that
occurred in Friern Hospital were "outward transfers", that
is to say, they were assigned to the districts in which
the deceased were resident before admission. h mental
hospital is now regarded as the usual place of residence
of the patients so that all deaths occurring therein ars
assigned to the district in which the Hospital is located,
This is the explonation for the apparent increase in the



Death Rates recorded in the last three years,

An analysis of the various causes of death
will be found at the end of the Heport.

The Deaths and Death-Rates for the past five
years have been:

Death-Rates,

No, of

Year, Deaths. Friern Barnet. England & Wales.
1951 28L 10.5 1245

1952 290 10.8 11,3

1953 L50 14.9 11,4

1954 L3k 1.2 i |

1955 L7% : 15.6 : iRy

G.41:RAL PROVISION OF HshLTH SURVICES.

Hospitals.

The position regarding the availability of
hospital beds has altered very little within the past
twelve months, On numerous occasions and in various
quarters, I have stressed the obvious and urgent need for
geriatric beds to be made available for the elderly of
Friern Barnet, One must admit that the position, although
very unsatisfactory does not allow of our concern, but one
can at least say that the matter has been thoroughly ven-
tilated and that the position has been very clearly made
known to those concerned. One can only hope that sympathy,
which is always expressed, will shortly be trenslated into
practical help. Until that comes about, general practi-
tioners will still esperience the greatest difficulty in
getting their elderly chronic sick into hospital, even when
this presents the only solution to a tragic difficulty.

Friern Barnst may be a prosperous, delightful
district, but it still remains a fact that we have many old
people who are in need from time to time of a stay in
hospital, The Council can rest assured that I will
continue to press this point whenever and wherever possible
until conditions improve,

g



S50 far as hospital provision for other types of
cases 1s concerned, infectious disecases, maternity cases
and acute illnesses, the position is much more satisfactory.
Coppetts Wood Hospital, to which cases of infectious dis-
ease occurring in Friern Barnet arc admitted, is most co-
operative, So far as I can ascertain from general practi-
tionsrs, there is seldom, if ever, difficulty in securing
prompt admission of a case of infectious disease to hospital,
if and when this is required.

It is still not possible to secure admission to
hospital in the case of all women who would like to be con-
fined in hospital, Staffing difficulties still limit
maternity beds to a certain degree, although there has been
considerable betterment since the very difficult days im-
mediately following the war, Broadly speaking, cases are
only accepted for confinement in hospital where a difficult
labour can reasonably be anticipated, or where home conditions
are such that it would not be safe, or at least desirable,
for the confinement to take place at home,

Primipara, i.e. women expecting their first baby,
are given praference over women who have already borne child-
ren, for the obvious reason that first pregnancies are
notoriously unpredictable.

I am given to understand by local practitioners
that they occasionally experience difficulty in obtaining
the admission to hospital of an acute medical or surgical
case, This is again due entirely to shortaze of staff, a
difficulty with which every hospital is to-day urgently
confronted, This is a matter which is receiving consider-
able attention, although a ready solution will obviously
be difficult to find,

Care of the Ared.

Quite apart from the admission to hospital of the
aged infirm, there are many other problems associated with
old age which increasingly demand more and more attention,
Steps were taken during the year by the Chairman of the
Urban District to call a meeting of all those organisations
interested in the welfare of the aged. This was followed
by a second meeting, when it waos decided to reeonstitute
the existing Old Feople's Committee and to widen its scope.
There can be no doubt that the most urgzent need is still
that of co-ordinating the work of all those various organ-

il



isations concerned with the welfare of old people, so that
effort can be properly channelled in order to prevent over-
lapping and to fill existing gaps. It would be 2 truism
to say that the problem is increasing. Indeed, as with
other matters, e.g. pollution of atmosphere, it looks very
much as thouzh the problem will have to be dealt with on 2
national basis, if it is not to assume proportions which will
be gquite beyond our resources to meet. We cannot afford

to neglect our old folk, either on a humanitarian or economic
basis, They deserve our help; if that help is not forth-
coming, we will surely deserve the consequences, :

National Assistance Act 1948,

Section 47. Removal to suitable premises of persons in need
of care and sttention.

llo formal action was taken under this section
during the yeaor,

Section 50, Burial or cremation of the dead.

No action was necessary under this section during

1955,

Laboratory Facilities.

Once again, we did not have to call upon the
Laboratory to any extent during 1955, owing to the absence
of major outbreaks of infectious disease or any other un-
toward happenings, None the less, I.would place on record
my personal apprecistion of the great help extended to the
Public Health Department by the Director and staff of the
Central Public Health Laboratory at Colindale, and the
Branch Laboratory at Coppetts Wood Hospital. This help
has invariably been forthcoming in generous measure, It
has not only been of practical assistance, but remains as
a safeguard upon which we know we can always rely.

summary of work carried out at Public Health Laboratories
for the year 1G55.

Throat and Nose SwabS.,sseevesvvsrs &
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PREVALUNCE AND CONTROL OF INFECTIOUS DISEASES.

From the table of infectious diseases set out in
Table 1, pages 24/29 it will be noted that 560 cases of
infectious disease were notified during the year as against
289 in the previous year, This total is, I have remarked
before, extremely misleading, A large percentage of
cases 1s taken up by measles, which appears in epidemic
form every second year. Thus, if the numher of measles
cases which occurred in 1955 were deducted from the total
of 560, 98 cases of other infectious diseases would remain,
If the total of the measles cases which occurred in 1954
were taken from the total for the year (289), 181 cases
would remain, Thus, although the total for 1955 is almost
twice as great as that for 1954, the incidence of infectious
diseases other than measles was approximately twice as low,

Diphtheria,

One case of diphtheria was notified in the district
during the year, This occurred in Friern Hospital and can-
not, therefore, be regarded as a true indication of the
presence of diphtheria in Friern Barnet. It merely means
that our record of six previous years in succession, during
which no case of diphtheria was notified, has now been broken,
It still remains a fact, however, that diphtheria has not
appeared outside Friern Huspital; that, indeed, it has
virtually ceased to be an important factor in the infectious
disease picture,

Immunisation has continued in Friern Barnet along the
lines mentioned in previous reports, with minor alterations
to bring our programme into line with scientific advances,
The figures reloting to Friern Barnet might be summarised

as follows:-,
" Children immunised against diphtheria
or diphtheria and whooping cough
o T P S e S G s e R g 328
‘() At County Counecil ClinicS....esess 192
(51 By Tamily dooBorE. civivcassabhrin s i3k

Children given re-inforcing injection, L56



Searlet Fever,

Twelve cnses of searlet fever were notified during
1955 as against 40 in 1954, The notifications for the
previous three years were 4O, 31 and 26 respectively.
These totals are much too sm2ll to allow of any lasting
conclusions being drawn. I would again stress, however,
the fact that the severity of scarlet fever has substantially
decreased. Indeed, this disease has little more nowadays
than nuisance value, complications and sequelae being almost
entirely absent. I would remind the Council, however, that
this may only be a passing phase. This mecans that we must
still continue to investigate all cases, to control contacts
and carry out our normal procedure designed to safeguard the
population, particularly the children, agzinst scarlet fever.

Acute Anterior ‘Poliomyelitis.

Two cases of poliomyelitis were notified in Friern
Barnet during 1955 (one of which was paralytic). No case
was notified in 1954,

It will now be common knowledge that a scheme for
inoculating certain age groups against poliomyelitis has been
arranged, using the British-type vaccine which is said to be
in advance of any wvaccine yet usced in other parts of the
world, At the time of writing this repert ninety-one
Friern Barnet children have already been inoculated, with
no untoward effects of any kind. Inoculations are, of
course, being carried out by the staff of the Area Health
Office, but I know that the Council will await with interest
the results of the first batch of inoculations, when this
has been complected,

Measles,

As already noted, 4,62 cases of measles were notified
during the year, as ogainst 108 in 1954. As with scarlet
fever, severity wos extremely mild, admission to hospital
being only required in seven cases,

Measles is 2 classic example of a disease which has
not altered its epidemiological character. It still appears
in epidemic form with monotonous recgularity every second
year, in spite of all measures designed to check its spread.
On the other hand, severity has markedly decreased, so that
the illness, althouzh distressing enough at the time, does
not leave behind it the stigmata with which it was so long
associated,



Pertussis.

Forty-seven cases of pertussis were notified during
the year, as against 86 in 1954.

The fall in the incidence of this disease will be
shown when the figures relating to the past five years are
considered: These were 47, 86, 32, 65 and 91 respectivaly.

It may be that the widespread adoption by parents of
the combined method of immunisation for their children is
having an effect. This combined method, whereby children
can be inoculated against diphtheria and pertussis at the
same time, has been more or less accepted by parents attending
County Council clinics as standard procecdure, I understand
from general practitioners that they are finding the same
thing, It would certainly be dangerous, however, to draw
any lasting conclusion from the figures set out above, But
they are at least heartening, and would seem to show that the
policy which we adopted in Friern Barnct was justified,

Food Poisoning (including Sonne Dysentery.)

One case of dysentery and three cases of food poisoning
were reported during the year, as against 17 cases of
dysentery and 3 cases of food poisoning during the previous
year,

As I have mentioned on several occasions, the only
thing which can be said about these figures is that they
almost certainly rcpresent only a fraction of the cases which
have occurred during the period under review. Many cases,
both of food poisoning and of dysentery are extremely slight,
and are never scen by a doctor. Even when seen by a doctor
they are sometimes well on the way to recovery, so that
notification would merely be a waste of time, For this
reason, we merely hear about dysentery and food poisoning
when either of these disecases are present in large numbers,
e.g. in a school, Having regard to the mild character of
the common dysentery, i.e. Sonne dysentery and focd poisoning
as it usually occurs, it does not seem that any more
stringent action is at the moment necessary.,

As District School Medical Officer, I have recently
tried out a scheme for the exclusion of all children from
school for one week who are reported to be suffering from
diarrhoea and/or sickness. The children are only allowed
to return on the production of a clearance certificate,
signed either by the family doctor, a clinic doctor or
health visitor,, The system is working out very well

=1L=



indeed, and has considerably reduced the burden previously
laid upon our Sanitary Inspectors, who have been required

to take many specimens of faeces from time to time. In
addition, the present method has already cut down exclusions
from school, It must be admitted that children are some-
times excluded when they are not carrying dangerous, disease-
producing germs, On the other hand, it has bsen proved
that the week's exclusion does not disrupt a school pro-
gramme to any extent, and that, on the whole, children and
parents both benefit considerably, I therefore propose

to continue this policy until any fresh evidence comes to
hand,

Puerperal Pyrexia,.

No case was notified during the year, This is in
keeping with what has been happening over the past decade,
when puerperal fever has ceased to be a major killing or
incapacitating disease, As I have stated elsewhere in
this Report in regard to maternal deaths, this is almost
certainly due to strict ante-natal supervision, the recent
advances in midwifery and the introduction of antibiotics,

Sma kl: EU‘J_{_-

Once again; no case of smallpox occurred in Friern
Barnet during 1955, while I was not asked to see any doubt-
ful rashes,

The number of mothers seeking vaccination for their
infants at Child Welfare centres in Friern Barnet again
shows an increase, The latest figures which I have pre-
pared for the County Council would mske it appear that
upwards of 50% of infants born in Friern Barnet were
vaccinated before the end of their second year, This is
a great advance on the position which held not so long ago.
Although no case of smallpox has occurred in Friern Baprnet
so far as I am aware, we know only too well that limited
outbreaks have occurred in other parts of the country,

We must not, therefore, relax our efforts until, as is
the case with immunisation against diphtheria, we can say
that we are using the powerful weapon placed in our hands
to maximum advantage,

Tuberculosis.
Fifteen cases of tuberculosis, (14 pulmonary and

one non-pulmonary) were notified during the year, compared
with twenty four cases during 1954.

o



In addition eighteen persons who had previously
been notified as suffering from tuberculosis whilst
living in other areas, came to live in the district during
the year. The total number of cases added to the
register, therefore, was 33, five fewer than the previous
year,

The distribution of the new cases in the various
Wards was as follows:-

North, South. Central, East. West. Friern Hospital.

2 2 3 1 - b

A general classification of the casss notified
during the past three years (excluding those notified
from Friern Hospital) in rzlation to their employment
Was =

19535 15k, 1907,

2 = e - B st it o
Hougewd Vel s sasiee v
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Professional Classes, . ...
Factory Workers.isveessess
Manual Workers, .. .sssseas
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Arrangements have been made for the Mass Radiography
Unit ‘5B to visit the district in 1956, after a lapse of
approximately 3 vrears, apart from the work carried out
last yvear in X-raying school leavers.

16~



-+« - SANITARY SERVICES.

The following table summarises the visits and
inspections made by the Department during the course of
the yaaks = Sy - e

Visits to premises on compleinti..ecessossccccracss 548
Visits in connection with infectious diseas€....... 80
Visits to shops and other places where food is

preparéd, stored OF S0ld.eesssscoesenseccseane 586
Visits t0 other ShopPS.ecesssescssssasstsansrccccanas 313
Vigits to factories, iveisdsesrsevsnvasvnsisnaneienes 129
Visits to petroleum installationS......cesessccscce 87

Visits in connection with housing and the repair :
of dwelling~hOUSEeSisiessscssssssssanssonssasss 1638

Appointments and special VisitS.s.eeccsesrnerccaces L13
Visits re infestations and disinfestationS.escece.s 13
Visits in connection with rodent control...cceseses 2411
viSits t'D pig&’eriesiiiiI-I'III"'II.!liI-l‘i.li!ﬁ.'i-i. 33

Arising out of these visits the following Notices
were served requiring the remedy of defects or other action
to relieve unsatisfactory conditions:

InfﬂrmalNGt’iCESI*I.“..'.‘I.IIlIIil'-l-lll‘ 201
Statutory NoticeS...scssassersressoncssncsce 35

It should be explained that the service of a Notice
does not automatically follow the discovery of some defect
or other unsatisfactory circumstance. Whenever possible
the particular matter is first discusscd with the person
or persons concerned and very often a satisfactory con-
clusion can be obtained without any need for the matter
to be brought to the astention of the Council.

As a consequence of the various actions taken the
following defects were remedied:-
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Sgnitar
accommo -

dation.

Floors,

Roofs,

Clcansing,

Windows,

Brickwork,

Woodwork,

Yards,

Heating.

General,

Store cisterns provided, repaired or
covers providedsseeseccssreccannssesaneens
Fittings and services repaired.icsessscasecscs

Dralns cleared or repaired..ivecesssnsncos s
Inspection chambers reconstructed or
TrePRirotdsnsssnessnasnssavsstsneaassinaanee
Soil and wvent pipes provided,...cccoscssuvss
New sinks provided,. .eiesues dosisesaininesns
Sink waste-pipes providéd or repaired....ss.

W,C. pans and traps provided or repaired,...
W.C. seats, doors, windows, floors
repaired or renewed...ssessnssssasnsssnnss
Walls and ceilings repaired and redecorated,
Flushing cisterns provided, repaired or
FeEula oy 5il sreis-veas simikin b sl 4u o786 5 abi s 0w piwn

Floors renewed or repaireéd,.sssesesisssssscy

Rﬂﬂfﬂ- repﬁirﬂdill.illlll-ll-li'llll-lil'll'i'l'ii-li'il

Gutters and downspouting renewcd or
repaj—rEdliilliillliii%ilil'l.ll"'.'.l.'i""

Walls repaired, clsansed =snd redecorated....
Ceilings renewed or repairedi.csscsssssccnsss

Sashes and frames renewed or repaired.......
gille renewsd Or repalred.iiisveis isemennsns

Br‘ickwcrk I‘Ebuj-lt'tliittlliii--ll-!ll'l'l'll-i"!
Chimney stacks rebuilt or repaired...¢eeee..
1#.3113 rd-pﬂiﬂt&d or I‘L:ﬂd(.-’f'ﬂ'd,..i O O TR I I ]

Doors renewed, repaired or re-hung...ssseves
Shalrcasos DenIlretdl il dilitiis sree lisire e

Yard paving renewed or repairedi..s.ssessess

RHanges or zrates renewed or repaired..ccess.
waEh—bGiltI‘S I"E'IIEWEd or I‘Epaifﬂd- TR R

Other defects(unclassified) remedied.eeees.s

SN

15
63

11
1k

13

12
2l

23
32
92
62

103
82

27
26

15
53
16

12
17

67



HOUSING.

1,638 inspections were made in the course of
the year in connection with housing conditions in'Friern
Barnet. The prozramme included the completion of a
survey, commenced Tast year, to establish the number of
dwellings unfit for human habitation and liable to be
demolished, From the facts revealed by this survey it
was estimated that 70 houses, accommodating 90 families,
fell into this category, and the Council approved a pro-
gramme to sccure the demolition of these properties during
the next five years. The initial steps have since been
taken to deal with the first group of ten houses,

Apart from this special survey the normal and
routine function of the Depertment to obtain the repair of
unfit houszs continued. As a result of action taken,
both informal and formal, repairs of varying nature were
effected to 236 dwulllngs. In one instance the Council
considered making a Closing Order in respcct of part of a
house which was unfit for habitation, The accommodation
was not occupied at the time and on the owner giving an
undertaking that it would not be let until it had been
made’ fit no further action was taken. The accommodation
remains unoccupied,

There was some conjecture as to what additional
work migzht be entailed in dealing with applications for
certificates of disrepair under the Housing Repairs and
Rents Act 1954, which came into operation at the latter
part of last. vcar. * This Act enables a landlord to in-
crease the rent of his property if he is able to shew that
he has spent certain moneys on its maintenance and it is
also in zood repair, Tenants who have had the rents of
their "ccammodation increased under the Act are entitled to
apply to:the Council for a. certificate of disrepair if they
do not agree that the premises are in good repair.

Should a certificate.be.granted payment of the increase of
rent may :-be withheld until the defects of repair specified
in the certificate have.been remedied. In the event only
eleven applications for certificates were received and of
these eight were granted,.
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INSPECTION AND SUP.RVISION OF FOOD.

Food Hvgiene, The programme of activity followed very
substantially the same lines as in previous ycars. Visits
were made to the various food shops and premises, not only
to ensure that the provisions of the Food and Drugs Act

and the Byelaws were being complied with, but at the same
time to encourage high standards of food hygiene, A con-
sequence of these visits was that verious defects and
deficiences in the proemiscs were made good, whilst there is
no doubt that some benefit resulted from the contacts and
conversations with the food hendlers.

In order to draw attention to the subject
of food hyziene displays were exhibitced from time to time
in the Kiosk outside the Town Hall. Consideration was also
given to ways of stimulating further interest in this im-
portant matter and with the full approval of the Council it
was decided to stage a Clean Food LExhibition in the Town Hall,
Later, as it beeame apparent that new Food Hygiene Hegula-
tions would come into effect at the beginning of 1956, it
was decided to hold the Sxhibition in that year.

Food Inspection. There are no slaughterhouses in Friern
Barnet. “herc are, however, three piggeries where animals
are occasionally slauzhtered in an emergzency such as sickness
or injury, when it is net possible for them to be removed

to a slauzhterhouse, There was no such emergency slsughter
of animals in 1955,

Of the food examined 2t the various shops
and stores the following was condemned as unfit for human
consumption:-

BEEfI!iIIIIIIl#ii!-r-i-.--.--l‘-ll-l! 998 1bs.

L‘amb.'-.‘l...‘.......-‘-.‘-’-‘.-.Il 332 1b5.
L;v{:r'-.llil'li!llii'i-i'pnjpjiptl 11 1h$-
Flsh LI B I B T R I T T TR T LI O T I ] BII' 1b$‘
cere::lsi!!"!!lliii%ii ------ " & ¥ & & ?6 lbsi
l?ruit-'ii----'-ool'ott----t-.--i-q.- 3 1b5'
Tinﬁed Eﬂat....................+. 15 tina,
amlli & & & & & & & B ®F & 8 B B S5 F & B B & @ @ 3 tins-

1t Uagetableﬁl & F & 8 8 ® &% & F 8 8B 8 ® @ B 60 tinE-

Jr Illiill{. & ® B & @ 8 8 ®B 8 8§ & B & @ & & & & & = @& 11 t"ins -

" Fish-i!!!iiliiiii-t!tlitil 6 tinsr

L IS -2 e T o - R S 5 tins.

i %auP...................... 8 tins.

L FPUIL e s svsnvnsssssssnvioesn 217 tins.

"  Apricot/Peach Pulp..oseess L8 tins.
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This condcemned food was disposed of by burying
at the Sewage Works.

Food Hawkers, Three applications to be registered as
hawkers of food in the Friern Barnet district were approved
under the provisions of the Middlesex County Council Act
1950, At the end of the year there were 20 persons and

9 storage preomises registered under the Act, as follows:-

Peraons. Premises,
Fruit and vegetables 1L 8
Fish 3 -
Groceries 1 -
Ice cream 7 1
lce cream. Sixty premises are registered for the sale

of ice cream, including three premises which were approved
for this purpose during the course of the year, There are
no premises in the district registered to manufacture ice
cream,

For the most part the traders sell the ice
cream pre-packed as supplied by the menufacturers so that
handling and any risk of contamination is thereby reduced.

. All the 47 samples which were submitted to
bacteriological examination were satisfactory,

Milk,

Friern Barnet is within a 'specified area' that is
to say an area in which all the milk sold must be of one
or other of the¢ specified designations- pasteurised, steri-
lised or tuberculin-tested,

Twenty-two companies or persons are registered as
distributors of milk in the district, including 11 persons
who ‘sell modust quantities of sterilised milk in conjunc-
tion with their main occupations as proprietors of grocery
stores, There is one dairy at which milk is pasteurised
and bottled,

The followinz licences wsre issued during the year:-

% o



Dealer's Supplementary
Licences. Licences.

To sell pasteurised milk % 9
To sell sterilised milk 16 10
To sell tuberculin-tested milk L 10

Thirty-three samples of milk were tasken to check
either bacterial cleanliness or the efficiency of the heat-
treatment processes., 4ll these samples were satisfactory.

There were very few complaints with rezard to the
millk supply. One complaint was investigated concerning
the finding of pupae cases of the fruit fly in a bottle of
milk, whilst another related to a bottle containing a2 deposit
of piaster of paris, These incidents were resolved after
meetings and diecussions with the dairy companies concerncd,

We a2lso investigated the circumstances in which a
number of bottles of milk dclivered in a neighbouring dis-
trict from premiscs in Fricrn Barnct contained a queantity of
sediment, This sediment was identified as consisting of
Cotton fibres, miscellaneous organic mestter, and frazments
of mould hyphae and spores, and although bacteriological
examinotion of .the milk shewed no significant orzanisms the
sediment eclearly should not have been present. This
experience did not recur and although a thorough cxamination
of the entire plant was carried out no certain explanation
wos found for what was happily a temporary defect, We did,
however, find the filtering arrangements for the raw milk
of doubtful quality and these were subseguently improved,

WATER SUPPLY.

. The water supply has been satisfactory in quantity
and quality. It is provided by the Barnet Water Company

and is obtained Irom deep wells sunk into the chalk, A
small portion of the district, in the South Ward, is suppliead
from the mains of the Metropolitan Water Board,

All the housecs in the district have a piped supply.

Bacteriological and chemical examinations of the
water were made at frequent interwvals, and the following is
characteristic of the reports received:

"This 1s a very satisfactory sample. It is
clear and bright in appearance and of the
highest standard of bazcterial purity indicative
of o wholesome water suitable for public

supply purposecs",
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PESTS AND VZRMIN.

Somc 726 premiscs were examined for the presence of
rats, either as a result of complaints or during survey of
the district for this purpose. Two hundred and forty-two
premises were found to be infested in varying degree, a
considerable increase compared with last year when one
hundred and forty premises were affected, These infest-
ations were all dealt with by the rodent operative, The
conditions supporting an infestation were invariably sought
and eliminated in an effort to prevent re-infestation,
nevertheless in a few instances infestations did recur
again and again without any apparcnt explanation,

Defective drainagze was very often found to be associated
with the presence of rats,

It is usual to carry out two poison bait treatments
of the sewers during the course of the year, but owing to
the shortage of labour it was only possible to undertake
one treatment in 1955, The number of manholes shewing
use by rats on this occasion was twenty, It may be of
intercst to note that when sewer treatments were commenced
in 1947, the number of manholes aflected was fifty-five,

It is estimated that as a result of the various
activities of the rodent operative, who made a total of
2,245 visits, some 1,680 rats were destroyed.

Another 50 premiscs were dealt with where there were
infestations by mice,

It was not nccessary to take any legal proceedings
in conuection with rodent control.

Only two premises were found to be in a verminous
state, becing infested by bed bugs. Both were treated
successfully,

Forty-five wasps nests were destroyed,

Innumerable requests for advice and assistance were
dealt with in connection with other types of infestation,
particularly by ants, furniture beetles or moths, and to
a lesser extent the many other types of insects which
invade the home or infast foodstuffs.,
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RAG FLOCK AND OTHER FILLING MLTHRTILLS ACT 1951,

This Act deals with the conditions under which rag
flock and other filling materials are used in the making
of matresses, chairs and similar articles,

There is only one trader in the district whose

premises come within the scope of the Act. These
premises have been registered,

PET ANTMALS A4CT 1951,

This Act mokes it unlawful to keep a pet shop unless
licensed to do so by the local authority, who may impose
conditions to the licence, broadly speaking, to prevent
cruelty and the spread of infection, Among other matters
the Act makes it illegal to sell an animal as a pet to a
child under the aze of 12 years. The Council have
adopted conditions for the granting of licences which
closcly conform to those rccommended by the Royal Society
for the Prevention of Cruelty to Lnimasls,

Two persons were granted licences, but by the end of
the year one shop had been closed.

HLATING APPLILNCES (FIRSGULRDS) LCT, 1952,

The intent of this Act is to prevent likelihood of
injury by burning, and gas fires, eleciric fires and oil
ncaters, designed for use in residential precmises, are
required to be fitted with guards. Standards of con-
struction and fitting of these gusrds are laid down,

Visits wurc made to the various shop premises to
ensure that no unsatisfactory appliances were being offer-
ed for sale, and no contraventions of the iLct werc
observed,
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FACTORIES.

REPORT OF MEDICAL OFFICER OF HUALTH REQUIRED
BT S5.CTION 1268(3) OF TH& PLCTORIES ACT 1937.

1. Inspections for the purpose of provisions as to health.
Number of
Premises, No, on ||Inspec=- biritten |Occupicrs
Reg, tions. [Notices. rosecuted.
(1) Factories in which 22 28 1 -
Sections 1,2,3,4,& 6
are to be enforced
by Local fiuthorities.
(2) Factories not included 67 107 5 -
in (1) in which Sec.7
is enforced by the
Local Authority.
(3) Other premises in S - - = -
which Sec,7 is
enforced by the
Local Authority.
Total 89 129 6 -
2, Cases in which dcfects were found.
{No, of cases in which defects were found.
Particulars. Found. |[Hemedied, T Prosecu-
- tions.
To H,M., |By H.M,
. Inspector} Inspector,
Want of cleanliness A 3 - - -
Sanitary convenien=
ces.
(b) Unsuitable or
defective 2 2 - " -

Other offences
azainst the Act 3 9 - 1

Total & 8 - 2

T



3.

Cutwork.

Mature of work,

Section 110,

Section 111.

No. of outworkecrs
on lists received,

No. of instances
of work in un-
wholecsome premi-
ses,

Wearing apparel
Artificial flowers
The making of boxes
or other receptacles
or parts thereoif made
wholly o paortially
of paper,

Brush making.

Feather sorting.
Stuffed toys.

Lompshades.
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Table 1,
(Pages 28 & 29)

Table 2.
iEage 30)

Table 3,
(Page

Table L.
(Paase & 33)

Table 5,
(Paze

STLTISTICLAL TLBLES.

Analysis of cases of notifiable
infectious diseases notified
during 1955.

Analysis of cascs of Tuberculosis
notified and the mortality from the
disease for 1955.

Summary of Hegister of Tuberculosis
for 1955.

Analysis of the causes of and ages
at death for 1955,

Analysis of deaths of infants under
1l year for 1955.
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TABLE 1

—|—|—|——.—.l..

DISEASE,

=ram

NUMBER OF Ch

obkS NOTIFIED.

&115

Un,1.

1-5

[3=L3

15=25

25=45 |

L5-65

65&0

Measles,
Whooping~-
Cough.
Scarlet-
Fever.
Pneumonia,
Diphtheria.

Poliomyelitis.
Meningococcal-

infection.
Erysipelas,
Dysentery,
Pulm,Tuber-
culosis.
Other Tuber-
culosis,
Food Poison-
ing.
Typhoid=-
Fever,
Opthalmia-
Neonatorum,
Puerperal-
Pyrexia.

162

L7
12

HEH N

1L

1P 1= 111 r K

172
17

IR O

280
29

Hi1l 1~

| I

1

HHEEH

o HE1

LI O~

e |

I 1wl

iy

TOTAL,

560

190

18

12




NOTIFIED DURING THE YUSAR ENDING 31st, DECEMBER, 1955.

CASES IW LEACH WLRD,

i Eriern No., Removed
North,; South.| Centrzly East. | West,. ospital, || to Hospitaly
—-
152 85 79 2L 122 = 7
15 12 < i 2 7 - 2
2 - i | i 8 - ¥
(| L - - 2 8 1
2 i 4 . ol 1 At
- 2 - B i s 2
= - 1 AL S = ].
o - 2 1 1 - 1
1 o il % i - -
- 2 3 1 - L i
3 & ad - 1] & " i
= L - - - 2 -
176 | 103 o7 29 140 15 15
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AITD TH

ANALYSIS OF CASES OF TUBERCULOSIS NOTIFIED DURING 1
2 VORTALITY FROM THE DIsLhSE OV.H THE SAME PERIOD.

AGES . NEW CASES. DEATHS,
% e PULMOLARY. [NON-PULMONARY. PULMONARY , lLIGN-P'LLIH"IGN;%.RY.
MR T T . (8 % 5 M, F.
- Y S - . - A e " -
Lol | 5 - i - 4l - - 3
5 - 10 = ol 4 > o W - -
10 = 15 % o % : T R 2 .
s 1 d 1 » bl e = -
20 - 25 1 1 & = R . .
25 = 35 I| 1 2 - - . - - -
35 = 45 1 2 A . S SE8. ; :
L5 - 55 2 1 L ’ R 2 :
55 - 65 1 : D P 50 . .
65 & Over 1 - - - 3 - = =
|
TOTAL, g 6 1 % AL TP s -
.F! . i H




TABLE 3.

ROGISTER OF TUBURCULOSIS.

PULMONARY.

e BN

NON-PULMONARY,

I'rlﬂ 16 .

T
- Fonnle,

Male. Female.

TOTALS.

Cases on
Hegister
- et s A

120

78

229

Cases noti-
fied for
first time

1955

15

Other cases

added to the

Register
1955

[

18

Cas s re=
moved from
Register

1955

21

11

39

Cases re-
maining on
Resister

1955

113

8L

223

T




TABLE 4.

ANALYSIS OF THE CAUSES OF

AND AGES AT DEATH

- - —

CAUSE OF DEATH. I = ATecmcmmmcmee—eeem e AGES.,
Q- |1 F2- 85145125 15 105 Y5
to| to| to| to | to | to |to | to {and
1 2 5 15| 25 | 45 |65 |75 |Over,
Accident, - - - - - - - - 2
Bronchitis, f - - - W S 20
Cancer. - | - | = -] =} .3 |25 ]18 } 20
Congenital Mal-
formation. - - - - - 1 - - -
Diseases of henrt
and circulatory
system, < 1 - - - TP 32 167 LS
Hyperplasia of
prostate. - - - - - - - ”,
Leukaemin. - - - - - = 1 =2 =
Other defined
diseases, 3 - - - - 21 8 5 10
Cther disecses of
respiratory
system, - 1 - - - - - 2 2
Pneumonia, R S wilo twd . hY &Y 13 22
Prematurity. 1| - | = ol w] «] =] = .
Suicide, - - | = il «f 31 321 1 -
Syphilitic
disease, - - - - - b - 7
Tuberculosis(ilesp)|| - | - | - W SR T B TR o
Ulcer of Stomach, - | - wl wml o= =) 2 2
TOTAL g 2= - -| 20 {85 [13L4 | 229

o




DURING THE YIAR 1955 FOR THE WHOLL DISTRICT.

o —  —— > T
WARDS . Male,!| Fem. INO. In TOTAL.,
Reg, |Iran.,
}brth.ﬁauth.cent. East. West. Friern
Hosp.
= i 1 - - - 1 1 1 1 2
3 L 2 - 3 36 3L 19 || 46 ¥ 53
21 10 6 5 ¥ 10§ 27 39 || 30 36 66
- - 13 - - - i - - 1 s
3L 22 | 27 9 32 135 e 163 ||19L 63 || 257
1 - ; ! - . - 2 - - 2 2
1 o~ % - = - - 14 = 1 Al
5 1 2 1% L 15 10 18 I 17 05 3 28
1 1, - - - 3 3 2 3 2 || 5
i & L 7 - - 36 19 29 L2 6 L8
1 i ) - & . 1 - = 1. g
x Ak - - 3 - L 1 . 3 5
- - - - 1 1 - i - 1
= B - - 2 L - 3 1 L
- 1 - 1 2 2 2 2 2 L
69 by | 55 13 57 240 11203 275 || 341 137 | 478
PRl |

’5




INFANTILE MORTALITY.

NETT D.ATHS FROM STATSD CAU3ES AT VARIOUS AGES UNDER
1 ¥ .nR OF AGE 1055,

] : Il %
it h : : : 0 ‘
0 )] n A
. = A i o +2
& . | . . 13 o 3 b B = B =
) i | g b .gml e L da e
ar i el A Qe = 0| 9 & 0 i = (11}
= @ ] o o w (vl = g B o e
~l = = = @ nen| S0 | SO0 | g ]
Jul ] i = i} i 4]
]l ] | = [j[H B Dl 2] o2 g HES
ad i M Q@ o £ Q o
o [ I 1 || = 'z T En eo | 2o ||&H
o &) = e o o o
Sl Al | e 43l nd|lo0og jload &
All causes:= : i
Certified. i 2] = |= o} - 2 - - 8
Un- Certified, - =] = |- - - - - -
i "
Atelectnsis, L 1| - |- 2 - - - - 2
Bronchitis, - =] = |= - - : - - 1
Cerebral- 1
Haemorrhage L = - |- k - - - - 1
Congenitnl- :
morbus cordis. I =] = |= g - - - - 1
Congenital-
heart disense, - 1] - |- 1 - - = = || I
Pneumonia. - =] = |- - - 1 - i i
Prematurity. i il R | LR IO | L = o = - % i
|

-3k~ :




APPENDIX 1.
MISC2LLLNEOUS .

(a) Letters to Doctors,

ey

The following letters were sent to Friern
Barnvt practitioners during 1955:-

January 6th. Influenza.

Januvary lhth. The Puerpcural Pyrexia
(Amendment )Regulations 1954,

January 17th, Influenza.

Aprdl ~ hth, Collection of Laboratory
Specimens Holiday Periods
1955.

hpril 19th. Tmmunisation,

July 1lhth, Notification of Infectious
Diseases,

September 2nd. Paratyphoid B, Fever,

October 13th, Mass Radiography.

vecenber 9th, Collection of Laboratory
. Specimens during Christmas
Holiday period,

December Gth, Exclusion from work -
Infectious Diseasecs.

(b) Medical Examinations.

Durinz the year fourteen medical examinations
were carried out in respect of entrants to the Council's
service,

In addition ecight medical rcports were issued
relating to employees abscnt from duty for more than a
short period through sickness,
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