[Report of the Medical Officer of Health for Finchley].

Contributors

Finchley (London, England). Municipal Borough.
Turner, A. A.

Publication/Creation
[1947]

Persistent URL

https://wellcomecollection.org/works/emcbsau5

License and attribution

You have permission to make copies of this work under a Creative Commons,
Attribution, Non-commercial license.

Non-commercial use includes private study, academic research, teaching,
and other activities that are not primarily intended for, or directed towards,
commercial advantage or private monetary compensation. See the Legal
Code for further information.

Image source should be attributed as specified in the full catalogue record. If
no source is given the image should be attributed to Wellcome Collection.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/legalcode
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/legalcode













SOCIAL CONDIT IONS

Area (in acres) S S EREE e »as 3,477
ropulation (estimated) on 30.,6.46 s $os 88 ,8%0
Humber of inheblted houses (end of 1946) ... 16,228
Ratseehle Value (lat April, 1946)e 445 e £0811,758
Sum represented by 2 poenny rate . ... .e £3 5644

EXTRACTS FIOM VITLL STLTISTIGS
Live Birthas:

Helea Femgles Total

Legitimate ... T sen e 580 587 1147
Illﬁ[{itiﬂ.ﬂtk} L LB LA ] L E‘S E‘E 6':'
805 500 1207

Birth rate; 17-57 per 1,000 estimated resident population,

Stillbirths:
Malas Femalea Total
17 17 S

Rate; 27+% per 1,000 (live and still) births,

DE.LTHS 2

Malcs Females Total
be]al5] 408 T4

Rate: 11.27 per 1,000 estimated resident population.

Deaths from discases and ageldents of pregnancy and childbirth:

From -'iﬂpi's iz e - w -

Other maternal ceuscs . o

Death-ratec of infonts under one wvoar of ageg

All infants par 1,3\:':' live births "ew e LR "W 2485

; Legitimate infanta por 1,000 logitimate live births - 2615

Illegitimnte infants per 1,000 11legitimate live births . -
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MATERNAL MORTALITY

Three mothers died in 1946 giving the rather high maternal
mortality rate of 2-42 per 1,000 births. All three deaths were
due to Toxaemla of Pregnancy and all occurred in hoapltal. Only

one of these mothers attended the Antenatal Clinic,

INFECT IQUS DISEASE

1943 1644 1945 1846

Diphtheria ik alis i g a 4 13
Scarlet Pever .. e “es 194 125 109 102
Smallpox i - saa - 5 = -

Enterle Paver . .aa Waw 1 - - -

Cerebro=-Spinal Fever . - 3 1 1 &
Pneumonia *ua e s 60 e 368 86
Moasles Vea e e 364 B3 618 403
Wheooplng Cough . e s 78 201 57 168
Infantile Paralysis .. "ea L L i 7

The table does not call for much comment, except that there

were 13 cases of diphtherla and ¥ of Infantile Paralyais,

All the diphtheris cases occurred in the first half of the
year and the majority of them were in the same neighbourhood, yat
with the exegeptions of & husbend and wife in one instance and =
brother and sister in another, no connsction between the cases
could be traced. The age distribution of the cases wes »ather
odd in that B werc over 20 years, £ between 5 and 15 years and

S under £ years.

Only one case had beon immunissd and insufficient time had
elasped between immunisatlon and contracting the disease to allow

the child to develop immunity.

There waere no deaths.




Of the cases of Infantile Paralysis 5 were mild and
recovered wlthout any lasting paralysis but two women
unfortunately contracted a fulmineting type of the dilsease
and only survived a few days. Although there were many

contacta of these two caszes fortunetely none wes infected.
IMMUNISATTION

One thousand and forty=five children,; moatly one year
of a; i, were lmmunised during the yesr. In addition, 1207
children were re=immunised. This is done at approximately
4 years after the original trestment in order to ensure the

continuity of immunity.

TUBERCULOSIS

The following table shows the number of notifications
of , and deaths from, pulmonary and non-pulmonary tuberculocsis
for the ysars 1938 to 1946 inclusive. There was a decroase

in notificetions and in deaths.

New Coses Deaths
Pulmonary Non-Pulmonary Pulmonary Non=Fulmonary
XAk M. P Mo F. M e H. F.
1938 47 27 4 10 13 8 o 1
1838 34 30 6 g 18 1 e o
1840 28 21 4 4 16 10 2 e
1841 B4 38 5 7 18 15 2 1
1942 40 39 4 S 14 19 1 L
1945 41 38 T 5 14 11 o 5
1944 48 30 8 8 14 %) 3 2
1945 49 41 8 21 17 g 5 1
1946 43 26 2 8 14 o 1 2

BACTERIOLOGICAL WORK

The bacterlologlesal work, which used to be carried out at
the Jolnt Isclatlon Hospiltal, is now done at the Coentral Public
Health Laboratory at Golindsle which sterted to funetion in

February, 1946, The service covers a wlde fileld, ia very
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efficlent and iz free to Loesl Authorities,

The following table shows the number and nature of the
speclmens dealt with from the lst February to the 31st

Decembor .
Positive Negative

Throat/Nose Swabs

Diphthoria Bacilll 7 )
Hasmolytle Streptococel 181 ) 150
Vincent's Angina & )
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Salmonells i
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SCABIES AND VERMIN

The decrease in both these parasitie infeetliona, noted

in the previous year, continued throughout 19486.

MATERNITY AND CHILD WELFARE

An additional Infant Welfare Centre was opensd in May
at the British Restaurant in Lyttelton Road, to serve the
Garden Surburb arsa from which mothors previously had to trek

to the Health Coentre in Osk Lane or the Centre in Easex Park,

Durling the yoar there wore 23,190 attendances at the 4

gentres, an lnerease of 2332 aver the provions yeapr.

The voluntary workers haove worked as hard as ever in the
Intereats of the mothers sng children and they have the satige

faction to know that their sorvices are greatly appreciated,













Two new vehieles ara on order.
4 car for sitting cases 1s also kept,

The 24 hours ere divided into d shifts of 8 hours, 8 aim. -
4 Dal, 4 pem. = Midnight Midnight - 8 a.m. In the first
shift 5 ambulances and the ear arc manned, in the segond 3

ambulances and in the third 2 ambulances,

Reclproeal arrangements exist with adjolining loecal

authorities,

The times that we réquire pssistancc fron nolghbours, and

they from us,; are about equal.

Removals are comparatively sasy to cope with tut eanldents,
which constitute about 10% of the total calls have the habit of
cecurring in batches anga it inevitably happens on oeccasions
that no ambulance is available «f once and & few complaints
have been recelved on this Beccount. On the other hand many

letters of appreciation of the service have baen roceived.,
A total of 09497 cases were mowved in 1946,
MORTULARY

Fifty-seven bodies were received in the Mortuary and 12

of these wera fprom Friern Barnet,

FOOD POISONING

In Oetober there was en outhreak of food poisoning in e
Tactory where moals are supplicd to the omployegs from o eenteen
on the premlses. Tut of approxlmately 150 persons who hod the
midday meal 16 wore taken 111 with diarrhoes ansi vomiting during
the afternoon. 4s the result of. o thorough investigation tinned
béas were suspectod as the gause end samples of these and the
ther artieles of food eaten at the msal in quesdtion were sent

to the Central Public Health Laboratory at Colindale and our
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Filve samples of water were submitted for analysis and

all were satlsfactory,.

HOUSING

The asecute shortage of housing sceommodation continues
and the number of cases of statutory overcrowdlng show an
inerease at the end of the year in spite of the abatement
of 52 cases. In additlon there are a large number of

familles in cramped and unsatisfactory aceommodation.

Kumber of Overcrowded families

1st January, 1946 68
New cases recorded during 1946 130
196

Humber of oages abated 1946 52

Number of cases outstanding end
of 1946 144

Four houses were represented as unfit and incapable of
being repeired at reasonable cost and were dealt with as

followsas=

19 and 21 Market rlace, N.2.

Negotiatlions to acquire by the Council were ¢ omme nead ,
as the premises were to be included in a proposed re=
development area and arrangements made for the ccecupiers to

be rehoused.

2l and 23 Granville Road, N.1l2,

An undertaeking was entered into with the owners who
deslired to render the houses fit for human habitation and
the oeccuplers of thg one occupled house being temporarily

rehoused by the Council until works of repair are carried

out .
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The total number of inspections made in regard to

each section of work 1s regorded in the appended table:=

Special Inspections... v . ne i 3422
Inspections of Houses let in lodgings... 123
Re=lnspections.. see see iu'n ‘i 2651
Inapections of Works in progress.. Sk 1182

Inspections of Factoriles, WWorkshops and
Work places (including Bakehouses and

Restaurant Kitechens) S s o 258
Visits to Slaughterhouses... s v B
Inspections of Cowsheds, Dairles and

Milkshops ... . s voe cue 22
Inspegtions of Iee Cream Premises. sas 80
Inspections of Meat, Fish and Other Food

Shops (including Meat Depot) «.. cae 386
Inspections of Shops (Shops Acts). 0 8
Visits re Infectlious Disease end

Verminouns Premisesg.. A saw v 962
Visits re Bullding Licences. cee s 1063
Viaits re Housing Act, 1936 (Permitted

Huﬂbﬂri- s R e aw s 415
Mizscoellensougee. TR 'R e e G620
Visits re Rodent Control ... soe e 3126

Total number of Iinspectione and
r@-inﬂpﬁﬂtiaﬂa “a e “ua R 14295

Defects dlzscoverad 2882
Remedled 858
In hand 259
1117
Qutstanding 1565

Hotlgoes served

Informal Notices 748
Statutory Notlices 41

LAND CHARGE QUERIES

Eight hundred and ninety nine letters were recelved
during the year from the Town Clerk enguiring whether or not
there were any outstanding sanitary notlees with respect to
certein properties in the district. The necessary searches

were made snd the required informetilon furnished.




INSFECTION OF HOUSES

Wutber of dwelling houses found to be 1in o atate so
injurious to health as to be unfit for human habitation 4

Number of dwelling houses (exclusive of the above) found .
not to be in all respects reasonably £it 255

Mumber of defective dwelling houses rendered fit In '
consequence of Informal action 155

FROCEEDINGS UNDER SECTIONS @, 10, 16 - HOUSING ACT, 1936

Fumber of dwelling houses in respect of which notlces
were served roeguiring repairs Vi

¥umber of dwelling houses rendered fit after service of
formal notices:-

By Owners 4
By Local Authority in default of owners 2

FROCEEDINGS UNDER FUBLIC HEALTH ACTS

Number of dwelling houses in respect of which notices
were served reguiring defects to be romedied 135

Number of dwelling houses in which defects were
remedied afbter service of formal notices:-

By Owners 7
By Local Authority in default of owners

1

ISSUE OF CIVIL BUIIDING LICENCES

Civil Building Licences arec issued both by the Housing
and Town Planning Department and the Public Health Department.
Prior to the coming into operation of Circular 171 dated
the 6th September, 1946, only licences for work where
ganitary notices had been served, or work in connection with
factorlieas an® food shops were iasued by the Public Health

Department .

The effect of Circular 171 was to further tighten up

the licensing of cssential work, and local authorities were

requested to restrict the issue of licences to certain







Nine hundred and sixty-two visits were made by your
inspectors and disinfectors in connection with cazas of
infectious dlsease and verminous premises and the necessary
investigations were made in order to furnish the detailed

information required.

PREMISES PERIODICALLY INSPECTED

The following premlses were visited perlodigally
during the year and eny matters found requiring attention

were desalt with:=

Numbar in
Uescription of Premises District
Dairies, Cowsheds and Milkkshcps ... . 2a
Factories, Workshops and Workplaces
(including Bakehouses and Restaurant
Kitﬂhﬁns]--- waw ] -aw e & ow 534
Fried HFish Ehﬂ;:'s-o ] e R "aw E
Ice Cream premises AP Al e “aw 60
Places of Publie Entertainment .... e 17
Public i{ouse Convenlences ... e T 23
Slﬂughtﬂrh{:rusesmn s " e e 4
Eh':“ps e ,',_“ﬂ":ld Suppliﬂﬂ.. e w & oEow ] 207

Three hundred and eighty-five complaints of nuisances
were recelved and dealt with during the year, this being
& decrease compared with the previous Yyear when 533 were

recorded.

SMOKE A3ATEMENT

Work with regard to smoke abatement has continued
and the occuplers of a number of bakehouses have co-
opérated and have converted thelr ovens from solid fuel
to gas and in ono new bakehouse an electric oven was
fixed. Meetings of the Nﬁtional.ﬂmnka Abatement Soclety

have been attended by your Senior Sanltary Inspector.

et




FACTORIES 4CT 1937

The following inspectlons were made by the Sanitary

¥ Inspecotors durlng 1946:-

Written Cocuplers
PREMIZES Inspections Notices Prosscuted

Faeto ies with mechanical
power (including Factory

Laundries 148 & -
Factories without

mecharnical power o2 - -
Other FPrenises (other than

outworkers premises) - - -

180 [} -

The total nmumber of factories on the Register 1s 371. The

trades carrisd on at the respective premises are as follows:=

E&I{E}:'DUEEE LU LR e E - o - oW (. 31
BDOt r&:”'ﬂ.’l:f-‘I“S-. o - LI LR e '31
Builf;; PH’ ' ITGT]{SHDPB LN LI [ - W oE lg

Cycle Makers or Repairers... . ‘e ¥ e 7
Farrlers apd Blacksmithas ... - he . e a
General Engineers and Motor Engineers... s &7
Glassblowers ... = oy e s — 1
Laundries T e ies s g Eals -
Monumontal Mesons ... geh i S R 4
Motor accessory memufacturers ... - vee 2
Prepared Meat Pactories ... 2aa 5w e 1
. rinters and Printera! Accegsories A R 186
Restaurant Kitchens... P i i s 66
Sheet Metal Workers... it g P P 1
Sports Accecsory Repairs and Manufachturors ee. : |
Tallors an? Dressmekers ... - " - a0
Timber Merchants and Sawyers AR W " g
TYT"C— ﬁc-trﬂﬂflinjf_ 8w 'R W L LU 2
Up:"lﬂ-l"'-l'.il‘l;l'"f L - - » ¥ e .- 10
Watch and Clock Repailrers... o ils i “ve <]
X =-Ray pparatnus . =u s - s 8w .o aaw 1
Othe: Trades ... . . e " wa TN ] e ﬂ

871



















