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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH FPOR 1943

TO THE MAYOR, ALDERMEF AND COUNCILLORS OF

THE BOROUGH OF FINCHLEY, LB

ol | Ay

- xh.?.e_;.:-ted;ub’f,n, 1944.

I have the honour to submit my Annual Rap?:*\ﬁ"ﬁ_:rﬁ'ﬁ; health of
the Borough for the year 1043,

The Report 1s prepared in accordance with the instructions
contained in the Ministry of Health Gircular 10/44 and its scope is
reduced to the minimum.

The Infant Mortality Rate for the second year In succession has
been disappointingly high = it was the highest for nine years, 1
am unable to glve any satlafactory explanation of this inorease in
infent deaths, but I am convineced that 1t 1s not due %o any defect
or falling off in the Council's services nor to any laeck of care on
the part of the mothers.

The fact that the Sti1ll Birth Rate and the Maternal Mortality
Rate are both very satlsfactory does not in any way help us to find
the solution,

The Birth Rate has gone up azaln. It 1s the highesat since
1821, and for the firat time it has e6xceeded the corresponding rate
for the country as a whole.

Apart from the fact that scarlet fever of a mild character was
very prevalent, the position regarding infectious diseases was
satlafactory.

The supervision of food, milk, water supply, housing and
sanltary conditions in general has been fully maintalned.,

Qnece again I have to aclmowledge the good work and loyal
services of the whole staff of the Department throughout the year,



B
SOCIAL CONDITIONS.
Area (in acres) ... T T U T T AR~ <N A 3,477
Humber of inhabited houses (end of 1943)eee eee  wss 18,897
Rateable Value (lst April 1843) PO TUR T eee £9032,981

Sum represented by a penny rate ere e e e £3,762

EXTRACTS FROM VITAL STATISTICS,
Live Birthaj

Total. lales, Females.
Lﬁﬂitmtﬁ FrmasdmE AN 289 498 491
Illﬁgitlmﬂte sremenEnE 15 26 20

Blrth Rate, 17.05 per 1,000 estimated resident population.

Stillbirtha: Total,. Malea. Females.
' 29 1Y 12

Rate, 27.2 per 1,000 total {live and still) births.

Deaths . Total, Hales. Femnles.
Ta0 bt 41%

Rate, 15.01 per 1,000 estimated rebident population,

Deaths from disenscs and accidents of pregnancy and childbirth:

From 80D818 .ssveesssnssssssscncnes 1
From other causesd scessssessssssss Nils

Death=rate of infants under one year of ages

All infents per 1,000 live births haw san aew 55,07
Legitimate infants per 1,000 legitimate 1live births 49,5
Illegitimate infants per 1,000 illegitimate 1ive births 173.9

Deaths from Cancer (all ages)ses ™ sad e aie 130

Deaths from Mesasles fﬂll'ﬁﬂﬁﬂl w e -ww saw ssm 1
Doaths from WGEE Gﬂyﬁh iﬁ-ll ﬂEEIE! waw - TE 2

Deaths from Diarrhosa (under 2 Fonrs of BEA)  wes . wes 4
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The shortage of Maternlty Accommodation was more acute than
over and roprescntations were made to the County Council, with the
result that twoe houses were acquired in the Bishops Avenue to serve
a8 an annexe to the maternity section of the North Middlesex County
Hoapltal.

Out of & total of 974 births, of which the place of birth was
Imown, 610 took place in hospltals and nursing homes and 364 at
hono .

Two hundred and seventy casca woro attended by the Council's
Midwives. |

Vitamin proparations were distributed from the Firat Aid Poatas
and the Welfare Centres, and the proportion of mothers taking
advantage of these valuasble proparatioms provided by the Ministry

of Food has considerably increased.

EHOME HELPS.

The Councll adopted a scheme for the provision of Home Helps
in April, 1943. Two whole=time and three part-tlme Helps were
appointed and they were omployed for vearying pericds in 35 homes
before the end of the year.

DAY NURSERIES,
The Day Nurssry at the Health Centre waa well attended

throughout the year. Children up to 3 years are admitted and in
due course are transferred to the Nursery Class at the Martin
School. There were 8,077 attendances.

A third War-time Nursery was opened towards the cnd of the
year and quickly filled up to capaclty. A total of 24,832
attendances were made at the three nurseries during the year,
‘The attendances were affected from time %o time by the conmon
infectious disenscs = measles, whooping cough, chickenpox, mumps
and colds, and it was only on rare occasions that none of the
nurseries was In quarantine,

On the other hand, the great majority of the children who




l-a-
attendodl for any length of time showed & marked improvement in
health,

FOoD.

The quality of the meat inspected at the Meat Distributing
Depot has generally been of good standard, only 4.8 1bs. having
beon condermed during the year as compared with 1074 1bs. in 1942
and 4514 lba . in 1941,

‘The emount of tinned and miscellancous foods inspected and
condormed has agaln ineroased, 3238 tins ete. and 9451 lbs. having
boen dealt with as unfit for human consumption. A gonsiderable
amount was salvaged and used for animal feeding purposcs.

No food was damaged by enemy action during the year.

The oceuplers of the four private slaughterhouses in the
Borough applied for, and were granted, licences and the premises
were used only for oceaslional slaughtering on licence granted by
the Ministry of PFood.

Thirteen samples of designated mllks were talen during the
year ond generally found to be satisfactory. A nurber of
complalnta were recelved regarding the bad keeping quality of milk,
apparently due to the diffieulty and delay in tranaport before
redehing the dairles, and the length of time bottles were exposed
on vehicles after leaving the bottling establishments and before
being delivercd to the customers, there being only one delivery
edach day.

WHTER=
Samplea of water have been taken from time to time and all

have been entirely satiafactory.

HOUSING .
Toward the end of the year, the position with regard to
labour and mater3ial was considerably better and a general









