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T0 THE CHAIRMAN AND MEMBERS OF THE
FINCHLEY DISTRICT COUNCIL.

GENTLEMEN,—

In presenting my report for the past year I would
specially draw your attention to the need for additional
isolation hospital accommodation to meet the requirements of
a population that has increased from 24,000 to over 36,000
since the present arrangements in regard to isolation were
made in 1903.

Other matters that have become urgent owing to the
growth of the District are the preservation of open spaces and
the adoption of some better method for dealing with house
refuse.

The work of the Public Health Department has been very
heavy at times, and before long additional help will probably
be required.

It 1s with much pleasure I record the thoroughly efficient
manner in which your Sanitary Inspector, Mr. Franklin, has
carried out his duties, and also the satisfactory work of the
Assistant Inspector, Mr. Robinson.

I am, Gentlemen,
Your Obedient Servant,

GERARD C. TAYLOR,
Couneil Offices,
Finchley.
256th March, 1908.









Death=Rate.

GeNeEraL Morrariry.—The deaths of 357 Finchley resi-
dents occurred during the year, which number includes 183
females and 174 males.

The actual number of deaths that took place in the
District was 313, but from this must be deducted 10, that is,
the number of non-residents dying in various institutions in
the District, whilst 54 must be added to account for the
deaths of parishioners in the Union Infirmary and other out-
lying institutions (313 —10+ 54 =357). A list of the institu-
tions for which corrections have been made is set out in the
latter portion of Table A7 on page 25.

Tae Recornep GeENERALDEATH-BATE was therefore 9.83
per 1,000 of population; in 1906 the rate was 11.7; the
average for the ten years 1897—1906 being 10.8.

The death-rate in England and Wales in 1907 was 15.0
per 1,000 of the population, which was lower than the rate
in any other year on record. The rate in the 76 Great
Towns was 15.4, and in the 142 Smaller Towns 14.5.

Tae CorrecteEp DEeATH-RATE.—In comparing different
districts due allowance should be made, whenever possible,
for the effect that differences in the sex and age-distribution
of the respective populations must have on their rates of
mortality. The number by which the recorded death-rate
of any particular district should be multiplied in order to
correct for differences in the sex and age-distribution of that
population as compared with the population of England and
Wales as a whole is known as the ‘‘ factor for correction.”
In the case of Finchley this figure is about 1.05. In other
wcods, the sex and age-distribution of the population of
Finchley slightly favours a low mortality, and the death-rate
corrected for age and sex-distribution is 9.83 x 1.05=10.32,
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When calculating the nett death-rate of the District, it
has been the custom to exclude deaths occurring in the
Convent of the Good Shepherd, East Finchley, and the two
associated homes, namely, the Home of the Good Shepherd
and St. Joseph's Home, and I have hitherto also excluded the
deaths of infants under a year old which have occurred in
the Home for Homeless Children, Fallow Corner; but on
looking very carefully into the matter I have come to the
conclusion that all the residents in the above-named institu-
tions must be regarded as parishioners, and in the returns for
1907 I have included all deaths occurring amongst them.

On comparing Table A with the corresponding table of
the preceding year one notes a very marked diminution in
the number of deaths of infants from diarrhea. This was
undoubtedly due in the main to the wet summer and autumn,
and generally low temperature of these seasons, both of which
factors were inimical to the multiplication of disease pro-
ducing organisms in milk and other food stuffs. The high
rates of mortality from Measles and Whooping Cough will
be dealt with later in this report.

There was very little difference between the general
mortality rate of North Finchley and that of East Finchley,
the former rate being 10.4 and the latter 10.2 per 1,000 of
estimated population. Whetstone followed with a death-
rate of 9.6, and West Finchley with a death-rate of 8.8,

RecorpEy DeatH-RaTeE oF Eace Sus-Districr,

Rate per 1000
No. of of estimated
Deaths. population,
East Finchley 148 10.2
North Finchley . 89 10.4
West Finchley s 97 8.8
Whetstone i 23 9.6

District as a whole ... 357 9.83
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Table A.
Cavses oF AND AcEs AT DeEatE purine tHe Yeanr 1907.
:l:.l
Dearas ixv Waore Districr  |DEaTHS 18 Locars- 2
AT SUBJOINED AGES. TIES (AT ALL AGES).[S E
Cavses oF DeaTh, TR : - e ; A= s
- & - i i I o - o B+
: H leglafealzgadl g 2.8 2 E
A R B B R B k] BE
= | E |Eleglatatie 2|2 B 2 B T2
<{o | 2| 5|7 E|"E"0| | &| = |a
| |
Small-pox b | waltliins
Measles 16 7 T 2 .| 14 21.
Scarlet Fever .. 23 1 ! 1 i s - b
W hooping Cough | %] T T . 21101 1| 1].
Diphtheria and Mem-
ranous Croup 4 2| 2 21 2 .
Croup g : ; :
Typhus ; 3 " : il .
Fever } Enterie 2 2 £l 3 :

Other continued| . T s il SRl REE ey St B Sl T
Epidemic Influenza 9| 1| o . A 5] T R B T P
Cholera , e e i
Plague g 3 ' e e TR KR (L
Diarrhoea "5 b Tk S i - 5 [ gl R | i
Enteritis i SR R | i | ) M | R e
Puerperal Fever 1 2 g kB & ¥
Erysipelas 1 ¥ s had dals Ld ik ibis s i
Other Septie Diseases + | ) e s 2| 6| 171 3| & 3| &) =
Fhthisis : 2| 1] . |15 6|10 B 1; 2
Other Tuhm'm]n I]IHLHEEh g| 4| 4 1 81831 3§ g
Cancer, Malignant ' |

Disenses -, - : 1|21 10] 4|18 9] 1 1
Bronechitis 32| 8 1 B T 41198 91320 T 4| B
Pneamonia 2831 | 6| -1 o R (R R R
Pleurisy : 2 e e A | e e s e
Other Diseases of Rupl -

ratory Urgans - 4 L | 24 1 - i o
Aleoholisim ;

Cirrhosis of Liver } ol S ap | & .
Venereal Diseases 1] 1 ! - HER g
Premature Birth 14 | 14 6] &7 &1 .
Diseases and Aceidents of |

Marturition .. L = 1 R e TR - 1 A e
Heart Disease . . 38| 1 3|18 16|13 |12} 11 0
Accidents 4 T 1 e i 2. ‘.
Suicides e UF S : T ST (S
Old Age : B0 P N e Ml (el SRR B
All other causes 84 | 221 61 3 1]18 '34119 30|29 6| 8

|
All causes . 367 i 84 | 33|13 (19|97 111 |89 |148 | 97 | 23 | 22
|
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Table Af1.

Spowikc THE CAvses oF DeatH AMoNGST PaRIsHIONERS 1§ TAE DISTRICT oF

FIscHLEY PURING EACH oF THE Four QuarTers oF THE Year 1907,

g TR Palp S
Cavses oF Dears. Wk | 25 |EH | S H & >
B Hg |'"E | - = =} =
o - | &
Small-pox .. o
Measles 1 13 1 . 16 7
Scarlet Fever 1 ; 1 2 b
Whooping-eough i 1 9 2 2 14 1
[}i]}htLEl ia & Membranous C ruup b 1 4 3
Croup
( Typhua
Fevers | Knteric p e - &
l“t.hm -::-:m!,lnmd o N
Epidemic Influenza ... s @ 3 ) 7
Cholera
Plague s
Diarrheea 2 2 3 v 31
Enteritis = 1 1 1
Puerperal Fever 1 1 2
Erysipelas = e & 1 1 e
Other Septic Diseases .. b 2 o 3 10 7
Phthisis o G O 7 3 21 50
Other Tub-eu_ulul [)Heuhua 2 2 3 2 9 15
Cancer, Malighant Disease 12 g 1'10 T a2 24
Bnmchitiu 15 g |. 8 8 32 16
Pnenmonia G b b 26 28
Pleurisy ! 1 1 2 s
Other Diseases of Iiespuatury
Organs ... 1 2 3
Alecoholism, Cirrhosis uf Liver . 2 2 4 2
Venereal Diﬁﬂﬂﬂ- s 1 1 1
Premature Birth : 6 2 4 2 14 19
Diseases & Aceidts. of I"nrtunt,mn 2 2 2
Heart Diseases . 18 0 8 o 38 29
Aceidents 1 1 2 6
Suizides 1
Old Age w5 ¥ 3 4 6 20 53
All Other Causes i .| 97 19 14 14 84 100
Totals et ... 139 90 60 68 367 360
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Infantile Mortality.

By Rate oF INFANTILE MORTALITY is understood the ratio
of the annual number of deaths of infants under one year
of age to every thousand births during the same period.

During the year 1907 there were 84 deaths of infants
under one year of age registered in the District, as compared
with 889 births. The proportion which the deaths under
one year of age bear to 1,000 registered births is therefore
94.49. The average for the preceding ten years was 115.28,

The corresponding rate in England and Wales in 1907
was 118, in the 76 Great Towns it was 127, and in the 142
Smaller Towns it was 122,

On comparing the infantile mortality returns of Finchley
in 1906 and 1907 one notes a satisfactory falling off in the
number of deaths during the latter year, amounting to 23.2
per 1,000 births. Very few deaths from diarrheeal diseases
occurred in 1907, and had there been no serious outbreak of
Measles or Whooping Cough the total mortality rate would
have been the lowest recorded in the District, though still
considerably in excess of the low rate which should be attain-
able.

Intentional neglect appears to be comparatively rare,
but in all efforts to reduce the rate of infantile mortality one
has to contend with much unconscious ignorance on the part
of many parents in regard to the proper feeding and care of
their children. TInadequate housing undoubtedly has an
injurious effect on children’s health, but is relatively of
secondary importance.

In the following table the deaths under one year of age
are grouped according to the rateable value of the houses
occupied by the parents. This particular grouping has been
adopted as a means of indicating the effects of ‘‘ social econdi-
tions *’ generally, including not only income, house accommo-
dation, and education, but other dependent conditions.
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residing in the house where the birth takes place at the time
of its occurrence, and any person in attendance upon the
mother at the time of, or within six hours after the birth, are
responsible for the notification being sent. The Act is
adoptive by any District Council, but the adoption can only
become effective with the sanction of the Local Government
Board.

This Act in no way supersedes the Registration of Births
and Deaths Act, 1874, which requires information concerning
the birth of every child born alive to be given to the Registrar
within forty-two days next after the birth.

The Act of 1907 is intended to assist local authorities in
their endeavours to reduce the rate of infantile mortality.
It has been found that the advice of properly trained health
visitors is of much assistance to mothers in the poor districts
of some of the large towns; but in many cases news of a birth
only reaches the Health Department through the Registrar’s
returns, hence there may be a delay of two months, and in
many instances the birth of the infant is not registered until
after its death.

Although the rate of infantile mortality in Finchley is
comparatively low, many of the deaths are due to preventable
causes, and I had consequently no hesitation in recommending
the adoption of the Act in this District, and also the appoint-
ment of a lady to act jointly as health visitor and schoo;
nurse. The proposed duties of the lady were very fully dis-
cussed at an unofficial meeting held at the Council Offices in
November lest, to which all the doctors residing in the District
were invited, and I gladly acknowledge the assistance given me
not only by the doctors who were present but also by several
who were unable to attend the meeting.

The Council has since agreed to adopt the Act, and the
Local Government Board has given consent for the resolution
of adoption to take effect at an early date (April 1908).
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SmowiNg THE Cauvses of INFanTiLe MorTALITY IN THE DISTRICT DURING

EACH oF THE Four QuarTERS oF THE YEar 1907,

Cause of Death.

1st

Quar.

2nd

Quar.

Jrd

Quar.

4th
Quar

Totals.

Certified ...
All Causes { OUncertified

24

26

15

19

84

( Small-pox
i Chicken-pox
Common _{ Measles ...
Infectious | Scarlet Fever
Diseases | Diphtheria : Croup
Eﬂﬂpmg Cough ..
Dmrrhma, all furmu
Diarrhceal Enteritis (not Tuharculum}
Diseases | Gastritis, Gastro-intestinal
Catarrah
Premature Birth .
Wasting S Congenital Defects
Diseases ) Injury at Birth ...
Want of Breast-milk
Atrophy, Debility, Maras-
mus ... 5
Tuberculous Memng:tm
Tuberculous | Tuberculous Peritonitis
Diseases Tabes Mesenterica o
Other Tuberculous Diseases
Er}rn]i\elns
Syphilis
Rickets ...
Meningitis (not Tuharuuluua}
Convulsions S
Bronchitis
Laryngitis
Pneumonia /
Suffocation over- ]uymg
Other Causes

9

Ll

s ok el

2D - - B0

-
[y T

e 5

45 63 =T -

-
. -

B2

L L

11

Total

24

26

156

19
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Table A &, —Ixraxtice Morraviry Durise tHE YEAR 1907.

Deaths from stated Causes in Weeks and Months under one Year of Age.

Legitimate, 873
Births in the Year{

Ilegitimate, 16

ﬁl .] ,,I ||_I u,;," nle i & 1w o | oA W E
olelgiele J2|ls|S|2|2|S|E|1s €S| Total
.ﬁmgu:EEEEEEEEEnEEDEMhs
CAUSE OF DEATH, ui'gﬁ:ccgﬂ_ﬁﬁgouﬂ;? under
o= F‘EEE.E.ﬂ-E‘.EAEEﬂ.:"; e
%TE:E-HM?uﬂﬂhmm.E—h Year
SR AR | 8
All Certified All [18] 3 _5! 4] 30 Jt2| 3| 3| 4| 3| 7| 9| 2| 4 5 2 84
| {
Causes. Uncertified None !'! A .
TS T o (U - T I R _|___+______
{ Small pox .. . i~ e ! -
| Chicken pox P o | e w5 1A I
Common | Measles ... & A1 1] =2 1l. 2l 1.l 2l o
Infectious { Scarlet Fever . Loles bt l ki) o e
Diseases. | Diphtheria iincluding P ' | | |
| Membranous Croup § ||/ """ o e B ) R o
| Whooping Cough o A Ihal 2 1] 2| 2] X usilee 7
( Diarcheea, all forms  ...|...[|......]- | LI B B | o 3
| Enteritis, } |l 4 : | [
Diarrheeal {  (nof Tuberculous) = | i if S il i B O 3
Diseases. | Gastritis, Gastro ] J i
L intestinal Catarrh b M e P ' i b 1 d end s [ X
{ Premature Birth . ) f B B S § S [ § O] P O | : 14
1I '[I':ungemla!, Defects N JB O T SRR NI LR O N N 6
njury at Birth ; | EETRTH 1 . I
E}?ET:;:SE { Want of Breast milk } | | I y 48] 0
Atmphy Dehc:llfll;v&“ﬂn‘g | | |
¥ #
[, Marasmus ) - '!"' s | B ! e bl e 3
Tuberculous Meningitis.. |...] .- sesfsss] ... el ] 1}...| 1 2
Tuberculous [“uber;u]uuﬂ‘. Peritozitis ] i . e i bl - I
o T o abes Mesenteiica 1 | i
Other Tuberculous ! i
L:'ht:d.hf..h] | [
Erysipelas... R ) R S S50 T AR O O OB L L 8 o e
Syphilis U 1 A 5 e O ) ' By i g W !
Rickets N [ e s B I O I
Meningitis ! 1
(not Inimrﬂufau,;;} o a1 o e B i :
Convulsions R - o P [ | ' - P () ER J52 S 2
Bronchitis.. ai{ensifes sl il el T j . I 1f...| i1 8
Laryngitis... 0 JBNR YR vy v M P I o e e S B BN
Pneumonia A E TR P ) B Il 2] 2] I 11
Suffocation, uxerl}mg o et | (S ...l-- S5 2 G el 8 B ¢
Other Causes .., i P | 4 -] 1o |es I 1/ 7
183l54jﬂl=3!3i43?9245|2 84
District of Finchley Population estimated to middle of 1907  36,321.

% 889  Deaths from all Causes at all Ages, 357.
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Senile Mortality.

Of the 357 deaths of Finchley parishioners, 90 were of
persons over 70 years of age. 'The proportion of deaths
occurring amongst those over 70 vears of age to the total

deaths was therefore 25.2 per cent. In 1906 the percentage
was 23.1, and in 1905, 23.0.

65 and 70 and Bo and ga and
under 7o, under 8o under ga. upwards, Total.
First Quarter 10 23 14 3 50
Second Quarter b 14 1 —_— 20
Third Quarter 3 8 3 1 15
Fourth Quarter 3 14 9 - 26
Total 21 59 27 4 111

Epidemic or Zymotic Mortality.

The diseases grouped together in the Registrar General’s
Reports under the term Principal Epidemie Diseases are
Smallpox, Measles, Scarlet Fever, Whooping Cough,
Diphtheria, *“ Fever *’ (including Typhus, Enteric or Typhoid
Fever, and Simple Continued Fever), and Diarrheea.

The Epidemic Death-Rate in 1907 was 1.22, as con-
trasted with 1.53 in 1906, and 0.63 in 1905. The average
for the ten years 1897 to 1906 was 1.25,

The incidence and fatality of the above-named diseases
are dealt with later in this report,
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Table AS.

SHowiNg THE Monrtariry 18 FixcHLEY FRoM THE Prixciearn Eripemic
DISEASES DURING A SERIES oF YEARS.

i al | 3

B SEE g |

: = - = : Fr—| =
e85 122(81:181%]p4
: . = |3 |2 68l @l E|El&LE5
Kstimated Population. Z |8 lesl=zglEBla|E]|2] o2
E |8 |2 |SE B|™|2]|2]ea

@ | L8 8 S =

'. CA = El = bosigh| 160

| = s
Mean of 18711880 | | 2-13
Ditto of 1881 —1800 | | 160
Ditto of 1891 —1900 153

!

1891 274 e 16,419 AR = e 3|10 1 6|20] 1.21
18492 ... 17,002 4 ) B - 111112410 1:41
18953 .. 17,500 o | 18| 413121107 1 4149 | 2-80
180 ..o . 3808 | 3| Bt Wil A agd 144
1895 sootdiame 1 EiR | 2112 13| Bsey 1:18
s ... .. B0 1 L b Bl el 801 kel 194
1897 e 20704 i AR s 1| 4] 211634 169
1898 ... .. @007 1.1 6|..|..| 8| 324307} 186
1299 e 21,800 i o RS (| T 8] 7|...l181380%) 137
1900 e 227050 1 21 1.] 9| &| 8p87% 118
1901 cie BO.BOD 8.l 2 1 3| 612 06
1402 .. 23,400 g1 1 | 4 91 1 T1240 102
s s 2Lte 1. 2.6 abintl one
1904 ... 2b,064 uw 1| 3110 ...118 44 ] 1-72
1905 e 2B, (10 ) e "3| 8| ¥| 71181 043
1906 ... 90,700 7 b| 3 1| o | 31 34T 103
dean of 1807 - 1006 24,0567 |01 (57|09 (25 /6°0|1-6|132{30-0] 124
1907 - 96,321 16! 2 4 | 14 2] T146) 122
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ViraL Statistics or WaoLe District puring 1907

Table AT.

AND Previevs YeEams.

Potal Deaths Regis LVEATHS AT
tered in the District. ALL AGES
= ) Biurns, ?d —y, P E Nerr,
o g USES Sy I Ages, o |e -E.ﬂ
&g Vear. o =e ST
2 ™ —_— = 2= =5
B o [ = B B n =
= - _Sle~Els & 5
YEAR. £9 | 2% 2 2°E -;‘.‘E'E:qrzl'ﬁ
. | = = wmlT & wme= Ly
2 2 . i g2l sl o
2o | . | il St T [ =™ =.E:EEH & =
o = 0 LT . b e =D L= == -
S22 | 2 = e | 2ea 1 23| =2 128 |28 8= S - -
= = =] = e =l & =2 |&= T =] =
e F 5| = = | 2815 Vm = 12 = “ .
P = = - é_z - . =
| ==
1 2 3 4 - _ﬁ_l_ﬂ T = 0 1] 1 12 14
1891 ...| 16,419 4Sl| 2065 42 | B6G 8 3 182 | 111
1892 ...| 17.002] 477| =80 043 | BO1] ... ang | o1
1893 ...| 17,500 | 486/ 27-7 | A2 |07 0] v24] 124 ag| | 132
1594 18,015 515 246 | 57 | 1107} ... 17 14 S | 22
1895 ...| 18,508 466) 250 | 46 | 98 7] 220 118 i 11 210 | 113
18948 ...] 19,2180 496, 258 ) 46 | 9271 197 102 0 I3 ann | 104
1897 ... 20,064 | 501 244 | 51 | 101-8] 204] 101 ; 1 12 205 | Q=2
1898 ... 20,907 | 498 23S ]| 6S | 136 5] 216 104 o 1 12 218 | 104
1899 ...| 21,800 | 507 232 | 56 | 110-4] 246 11 3 (E1] 29 249 | 11 4
1000 ...| 22950 522 23958 [111-1] 244] 107 17 17 244 | 107
1901 ...| 22500 | 540 240 | 53 981 1 211 0-4 13 ) 210 L b |
1802 ...|23,400 | 578 247154 | 934) 269 115 L 17 25 | 110
1903 ... 24125 64 268 ] 59 | 91 3]l 220, 91 15 1) 234 97
1904 | 25504 | 614 24 S | 87 | 137-2] 325 12 T 14 14 L 338 | 132
19056 .../28B.7I6] 743 2590068 M EI 266 92 19 1 an a85 99
1906 .. (30,7501 773 251191 L1770 437 110 25 ol 45 360 117
Averages .
for years | 24,057 | 594 247 | 64 107-7] 253 105 F] 23 261 | 108
1=97-1906
1907 ...| 36,321 | 880 24584 0451213 86| 22 10 i 357 | 98

Nore.—The deaths included in Column 7 of this table are the whole of thos:
registered during the year as having actually occurced within ths distriet o
The deaths included in ¢vlamn 12 are the number in Coluun 7,
ecorrected by the rubstraction of the number in Column 10 and the addition of the
number in Column 11.

By the term ‘‘ non-residents” is meant persons brought into the district on

division.

account of illness and dying there ; and by the term ** residents” is meant

persons who have been taken out of the distriet on account of illness, and have
died ¢lsewhere.

The **Public Imstitutions™ taken into accouut for the purpose of these
Tablus arve these into which persons are habitually received on account of sickness
or infirmity, such as hospitals, workhouses and lunatic asylums. A list of the
Institutions in respect of the deaths in which corrections have been made is
appended.

* Rates calculated per 1,000 of estimated population.
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Disinrecrion oF Prewmises, Etc.—As soon as possible
after a patient is removed to Hospital, or, when the patient
is nursed at home, directly the medical attendant notifies that
the patient is free from infection, the room is fumigated with
formic aldehyde vapour, and the bedding, blankets, and
wearing apparel which cannot be conveniently washed are
passed throngh an ‘‘ Equifex '’ steam-disinfector. Whenever
considered necessary, directions are given to have the wall-
paper stripped and the ceiling whitewashed.

Norirication oF Scroon AvrHoRiTIES.—This is done in
order to assist the School Authorities in excluding children
coming from an infected house.

IsoLarion HosprraL.—The agreement with the Hornsey
Borough Council with reference to the conjoint use of their
Isolation Hospital for Hornsey and Finchley patients came
into operation on April 1st, 1903. By this arrangement 25
beds are reserved for the use of Finchley residents, and cases
of three different infectious diseases (scarlet fever, diphtheria,
and enteric) can be isolated. The agreement holds good until
April 1st, 1913.

The rapid growth of the District has rendered the pre-
sent hospital provision altogether inadequate, and it is very
desirable to obtain additional accommodation as soon as
possible. According to the generally accepted standard of
at least ome bed per 1,000 of population, we should have
close on 40 beds available at the present time, even without
making any allowance for further growth of the District.

Oruer PRECAUTIONARY MEASURES.—At least one visit is
paid to every infected house by either the Medical Officer of
Health or Sanitary Inspector, and the opportunity taken to
examine the sanitary condition of the premises.

Especial care is taken to prevent the spread of infection
by those engaged in the milk trade, laundry work, or the

manufacture of wearing apparel.
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Table B{i.

SHowixNe TH¥ NUMBER ofF Cases ANp DEATHS FROM THE PRINCIPAL
IxreECcTIOUS DISEASES NOTIFIED FROM AMONG PARISHIONERS
Durixe THE YEar 1890—1907 (1¥cLUSIVE).

Small-pox. Scarlet Fever. Dil:lhbheria
and Croup.
Cases. | Deaths. | Cases. | Deaths | Cases. | Deaths.

1890 g - 53 1 31 4
1801 e £t B0 32 3
1802 R 2 37 6
1893 o . | 189 ., 30 G
1804 9 I | & 6 4
1895 i S ) 22 2
1896 TSN T 26 b
1897 A4 20 1
1898 a1 12
1899 5 2 b8 FiT a2 G
1900 1 U 2 12 1
1901 7 1 |88 e ] E 2
1902 15 : R O < | 1 31 3
1903 67 72 3
1404 L & 1651 1 65 3
1905 8 32 2
1906 128 ] 30 3
1907 25 2 ol 4

Erysipelas. Puerperal Fever. | Typhoid Fever.

= — — . —

Cases | Deaths. | Cases | Deaths | Cases, | Deaths,
1890 16 7 1
1861 14 1 3 1
1892 17 2 3 1
1893 38 1 L4 14 1
1894 22 4 4 12 L
1895 156 2 1 1 12 3
18946 14 1 12 2
1897 15 2 13 2
1898 6 0 3
1809 14 2 2 2 12
1900 16 2 1 7 3
1901 10 15 3
1902 13 1 1 i 13 1
1905 15 1 4
1404 | 30 2 2 2 4
1906 15 8 1
1906 18 3 2 11
1907 24 1 2 1 G 2







Scarlet Fever or Scarlatina.

With the exception of the months of May and June,
scarlet fever was prevalent throughout the year, and every
part of the district was affected. Relative to population, as
well as actually, the largest number of cases occurred in West
Finchley.

The 125 cases notified in the whole of Finchley during
1907 represented infection in 83 different houses. So far as
could be ascertained, the disease was spread by direct infec-
tion from one patient to another. The school attendances
were never ceriously affected.

The year was one in which scarlet fever was exceptionally
prevalent in London, and this probably accounted in no small
degree for the large number of cases notified in surrounding
areas.

The great majority of the cases were of a mild type, but
in a few instances the symptoms were serious from the ccm-
mencement of the illness, and two children died.

Diphtheria.

The number of cases notified in 1907 was 59, giving a
rate per 1,000 of population slightly above the average of the
preceding ten years. In four instances the disease termin-
atcd fatally. The number of different houses invaded was
52. No serious outbreak cccurred in any of the scheols.

Typhoid or Enteric Fever.

Six cases of Enteric Fever were notified during the year,
each occurred on different premises, and no connection could
Le traced between any two of the cases.

Tt was impossible to ascertain the source of infection in
any instance.

Two of the six patients died.






These mortality rates may be taken as a fairly approxi-
mate indication of the relative prevalence of measles in
various years, though the absence of deaths does not neces-
sarily point to the absence of an outbreak—thus in 1905,
although no deaths were recorded, it was considered advisable
to close the infants’ department of one school, and both de-

partments of another, owing to the large number of families
affected.

Reviewing the reports of the past three years, I find that
Measles was very prevalent in all parts of Finchley during
the first half of the year 1904. 1In the following year the
disease gave rise to little trouble. 1In 1906, seven deaths
from Measles occurred during the first half of the year, but
none in the second half,

On December 17th, 1906, after a considerable interval of
apparent freedom from cases of Measles, a case came to my
notice in a family attending the East Finchley Council
School, the next case 1 heard of was in North Finchley on
January 26th, 1907. By the end of February cases had
cceurred at each of the eight public elementary schools in
the District, with the exception of the Higher Elementary
School. The existence of a considerable number of cases of
Whoeoping Cough, German Measles, and Chicken-pox also
helped to reduce the school attendances, and between the
end of February and beginning of June five out of seven
infants’ departments and three of the mixed schools were
closed for various periods, in each instance mainly on account
of Measles or Measles associated with Whooping Cough. St.
John's School was closed all through March on account of
Chicken-pox, and when re-opened Measles made but little
headway in the school till towards the close of the year; at
the beginning of November, however, Measles was spreading
rapidly and it was found necessary to close the Infants’
Department.
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The chief incidence of the disease occurred in East
Finchley, but the outbreak was not limited to that Sub-
District, nor to families attending the public elementary
schoels. The epidemic appears to have reached its height
about the end of May.

There were sixteen deaths from Measles during the
year, in two instances complicated by Whooping Cough.
In February there was 1 death.
In April there were 7 deaths.
In May there were 3 deaths.
In June there were 3 deaths.
In September there was 1 death.

In November there was 1 death.

Two other deaths were certified as due to Measles and
Whooping Cough, but as Whooping Cough was the primary
cause of death in both instances, these deaths have been
grouped under the latter heading instead of Measles.

All the deaths were of children under seven years of
age :—
were under one year of age.
were between one and two years.
were between two and three years.
was between three and four years.
were between four and five years.

was between five and six years.

- e BD = B2 BD =]

was between six and seven years.

Fifteen of the deaths occurred in the East Finchley Sub-
District, and one in Church End.

Ten of the deaths were of children of day labourers.
The conditions of housing were on the whole fairly satis-
factory. There were two deaths in fairly good-class flats,
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seven in small houses not usually sub-let, six in small houses
usually sub-let, and one in the Council’s workmen’s dwellings.

Throughout the epidemic I paid frequent visits to the
schools, and found that great care and judgment were exercised
by the teachers in the exclusion of children suspected to be
sickening for Measles. Lists containing the names and addresses
of all children excluded from school on account of infections
disease were sent to me every few days from the Education
Office, and proved of considerable assistance.

Considering the most important point in dealing with an
outbreak of Measles was to induce parents to realise the
danger of lung complications and the need for care through-
out the illness and convalescence, 1 drafted a short leaflet for
distribution, and arranged for a copy to be left at each house
where the School Attendance Officers learnt there was a case
of Measles. This method of gaining the attention of the
parents was begun in January, and later on when it was
found necessary to close several schools, copies were given
to the children to take home to their parents.

The question of the compulsory notification of Measles
came before the Public Health Committee on September Tth,
1906, and my report on the matter was as follows . —

““ In regard to Measles much of the benefit of notification
is megatived by the initial symptoms being often identical
with those of a severe cold in the head, and by the fact that
the disease i3 communicable for several days before the rash
appears, thus allowing ample opportunity for the disease to
spread before it is even suspected.

‘“ Basing my figures on the experience of a few districts
in which Measles 1s a notifiable disease, and on the average
mortality of the disease, it is probable that in epidemic years
we should have to deal with from 500 to 1,000 cases per
annum. If any attempt were made to see that the best
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practicable means of isolation were adopted in every instance,
it would be quite impessible during an epidemic for the
present stall to carry out the work. Moreover, efficient
isolation in the homes of the working class is seldom practie-
able, and the provision of hospital accommodation on a
sufficient scale to meet an epidemic would entail an expendi-
ture out of all proportion to the probable benefit.

" From the point of view of the prevention of epidemics
I do not consider very much would be gained hy including
Measles in the list of notifiable diseases, and I therefore do
not recommend this step to be taken.’’

Whooping Cough.

Judging from the mortality returns, epidemics of
Whooping Cough recur with much greater frequency in
Finchley than do epidemics of Measles, though there is very
little difference in the yearly average number of deaths from
each of these diseases when taken over a long period. See
Table A 5, page 22.

There were altogether fourteem deaths certified as due
primarily to Whooping Cough, in two instances complicated
by Measles. Ten of these deaths were recorded in East
Finchley, one each in West Finchley and Whetstone, and
two in North Finchley towards the close of the year.

In March there was 1 death.
In April there were 7 deaths.
In May there were 2 deaths.
In September there were 2 deaths.
In October there was 1 death.
In November there was 1 death.
In addition to the above, two deaths were certified as due

primarily to Measles and secondarily to Whooping Cough.
These have both been grouped under the former cause of

death.
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The death-rate from Whooping Cough was 0.38 per
1,000 of population.

All the deaths were of children under five years of age :—

7 were under one year of age.
4 were between one and two years.
2 were between two and three years.

1 was between four and five years.

The conditions of housing and attendant circumstances
were similar to those noted in my report on the Measles
epidemic; and the precautions taken to prevent the spread
of infection and as far as possible limit the case mortality
followed the lines indicated under the same heading,

Smallpox.

No case of this disease has been notified in Finchley since
August 1902,

The Hospital in Summers Lane, which has accommoda-
tion for 24 patients, has been kept in readiness for immediate
use. DBy an agreement with the Hornsey Borough Council
this Hospital 1s available for cases from their district, but it
was not called into requisition during 1907.

Cerebro=-Spinal Meningitis.

In consequence of the severe outbreaks of Cerebro-Spinal
Meningitis at Glasgow and Belfast, and the fact that cases
had been reported in London as well as in other towns in
various parts of England, a resolution was passed by the
Finchley District Council on the 3rd June, 1907, ordering
‘that the Infectious Disease (Notification) Aect, 1889, should
apply within their area to Cerebro-Spinal Meningitis and
that the Order should come into operation on the 10th June
and remain in force for a period of one year from that date.

No case of this disease was notified during 1907.



Consumption (Phthisis).

A voluntary system of notification of cases of phthisis has
been in force in the District for rather more than four years.
During 1907, four notification certificates were received from
medical practitioners; in 1906 the number was seven, and
in each of the two preceding years, eight. As cases can only
be notified with the consent of the patient, the certificates
received represent only a small proportion of those affected.

Improved sanitation has undoubtedly assisted in bringing
about a decline in the death-rate from Phthisis during the
past few decades, and as the spread of infection can be con-
trolled to a great extent if simple precautionary measures are
taken by those affected with the disease, there is every reason
to anticipate a further considerable reduction in the
mortality.

The vexed question of the possible transference of bovine
tuberculosis to man has been the subject of careful investiga-
tion under the Royal Commission appointed in 1901. In
their second Interim Report, issued in 1907, the Commis-
sioners stated as follows:—

‘“ There can be no doubt but that in a certain number of
‘“cases the tuberculosis occurring in the human subject,
** especially in children, is the direct result of the intro-
““ duction into the human body of the bacillus of bovine
‘‘ tuberculosis; and there also can be no doubt that in the
““majority at least of these cases the bacillus is introduced
““ through cow’s milk. Cow’s milk containing bovine tubercle
““ bacilli is clearly a cause of tuberculosis and of fatal tuber-
““ culosis in man.”

Better control over the conditions under which the milk-
supply of the country is produced and distributed is generally
recognised as necessary, and a Government Bill dealing with
the subject has been promised. Meanwhile the powers
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possessed by local authorities for dealing with milk containing
tubercle bacilli are extremely limited and of little practical
value unless amplified by special local Acts. Several milk
clauses have been inserted in the Finchley General Powers
Bill of 1908, and these, if passed, should prove a considerable
safeguard.

Open=Air Sanatorium.

The great difficulty in obtaining admission to any of the
special hospitals and sanatoria for phthisical patients lead to
the proposal that public authorities in Middlesex should
combine to establish an Open-Air Sanatorium. Tt is now
more that three years since several Boards of Guardians and
District Councils, including Finchley, agreed to establish and
maintain beds in the event of sufficient money being sub-
scribed to enable the Sanatorium to be started, but the
support given to the scheme proved inadequate. Probably
some arrangement will be arrived at by which two beds in
some existing Sanatorium will be reserved for patients
belonging to this Distriet.

School Hygiene.

Up to the present time any medical examination of
school children has been on an entirely voluntary system,
so far as the local Education Authorities were concerned,
but the Education (Administrative Provisions) Act, 1907,
has made it the duty of every local Education Authority
to provide in future for the periodical medical inspection of all
children in Public Elementary Schools.

In Finchley the work of medical inspection will be
carried out by the Medical Officer of Health, and the Council
has also decided to appoint a lady to act as School Nurse and
Health Visitor.

The custom in this District in regard to the exclusion of
children living in homes where there is non-notifiable in-
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fectious disease has been modified, and the rule is now as
follows :—

““ No child should attend an Infants’ School from a house
where there is a case of Measles, German Measles, Whooping
Cough, Chicken-pox or Mumps, but in departments for older
scholars, children who have previously suffered from the
disease in question need not be excluded under similar eir-
cumstances, if the Medical Officer of Health is satisfied that
proper precautions for isolation have been taken.’’

Under the old system of excluding all children coming
from a house where infectious disease existed, the attendances
in the mixed schools were frequently quite needlessly affected.
The experiment of admitting children from infected houses
to the school was tried in the case of St. John's last
November, and appeared fully justified, the weekly average
attendance remaining at about 88 per cent.

ScuooL Crosure.—Owing to the presence of epidemic
disease the closure of one or both departments of most of the
schocls was found necessary in the course of the year.

INcrusive
SCHOOL DiseasE. Dates oy
CLosuRE,
St John's Infants and Mixed | Chicken-pox 28 Feb. to 6 Ap.
Holy Trinity, Infants . .«| Whooping Cough 5 Mar. to Ap.
and Measles
- o i il I ditto. 30 Ap. to21 My.
& .5 Mixed .. i ditto, Y Mar. to 6 Ap,
St Macy's infants and Mixed .. Measles. i o
Squire’s Lane, Infants and Mixed Whooping Cough | 30th April to
and Measles 2lst May.
Long | ane, Infants .. s ditto. 8 My. to 21 My,
Albert Street. Infants | s ditto. o T
St John's Infants y Measles, 6 Nov. to 290 Nv,

The Infants’ and Mixed Departments of Long Lane

School were closed owing to drainage work from 15th to 26th
May. :



42

Water-Supply.

The District is supplied from the mains of the Barnet
Water Company. From evidence given before the Parlia-
mentary Bills Committee, it appears that the Company pump
from five deep wells in the chalk—three at Barnet, one at
Potters Bar, and one at East Barnet—and in addition can
obtain a certain quantity of water from the New River
Company.

The quantity of water supplied has been estimated at
about twenty gallons per head per day. No water-softening
process 1s in use.

By the first of January, 1908, a constant water supply
had been provided to 2,903 houses, that is, to about 46 per
cent of the houses in the District.

SURVEYOR'S METEOROLNGICAT, OBSERVATIONS FOR
THE YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 1907,

Barometer Therm'r.| Rain- | Prevailing
1907. fall. Winds,
I owest |Highest |Min Max

January .. .| 288 304 |20|60] 1'18| W. & N E.
Febroary .. .| 2BY 302 22 162 | 122 | W. &8 W.i
March - ool D 302 | 26|67 | 1'I3 |[N.W &8 W,
April e ]l BB 300 30 |73 | 314 | NW. & W,
May . . S o] 48 209 (32|79 | 206 | N.W & W,
June Ak or] 2078 208 |42 |74 | 2L | SW. & W,
July. . i ..| 293 S0+l (42 |T77: 87T | BW. & W,
August e .| 293 300 |42 (76| 211 | BW, & W.
September . . ol 294 301 34 | 80 T4 N W &N.
Oectober .. ..l 288 207 |28 6B | 345 |SW &N.w,
November .. ..| 289 301 29 ' 62 | 21T | SW & W,
December .. «| 28B 200 | 28|68 | 403 SW.&N.W.

Total Rainfall 27 07.
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of the Church End sewage was chemically treated in tanks
before being allowed to enter Dollis Breck. A large amount
of the North End sewage was at the time being treated by
irrigation on a farm lying west of Nether Street, and another
portion was being treated both chemically and by fltration
through coke on a piece of land at the lower end of Stanhope
Road, but apparently without much success.

The two principal intercepting sewers, namely, those of
the Mutton Brook Valley and the Dollis Valley, were nearly
completed before the close of 1885, and three quarters of a
mile were also constructed of the tunnel sewer, which takes
the sewage of the western and southern sides of the district.
The year 1889 saw the completion of the scheme.

Sewage reaches the farm in Summers Lane by either the
low or high level sewer. The sewage from the low level sewer
passes through a screen, and is then pumped to join the high
level sewage. The mixed sewage is screened, and, after the
addition of lime and sulphate of iron, passes into one of three
precipitation tanks (each having a capacity of 226,260
gallons). The tank effluent is next treated in a double set
of bacterial contact beds, in each of which it remains stand-
ing about five hours. The effluent is finally run over several
acres of meadow before entering the brook at the bottom of
the valley.

The sludge is drawn off after a precipitation tank has
been used one week, and is pumped on to the land at the
highest level of the farm. It is there left to drain and
evaporate, and is then ploughed in, the land being used for
crops of cabbages, ete.

The dry weather flow of sewage is estimated at about
700,000 gallons per diem, in the proportion of about 4 of
low level sewage to 3 of high level sewage. The storm flow
may be any volume up to ten times the above. In wet
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weather a portion of the sewage is treated in the ordinary
way, and the remainder by broad irrigation. The subsoil
of the farm is clay, and there is only a shallow surface soil
over most of the area, so that considerably more land has
to be utilised than would be reauired with more suitable
soil.

The total area of the farm comprises close upon 80 acres
belenging to the Council, and 33 acres rented from the Burial
Board.

The filter beds on the old portion of the werks number
16, and cover a total area of about 27,000 square yards
(about 5} acres). Many cof the beds are in a far from satis-
factery condition, and require thorough reconstruction before
efficient work can be expected from them. In their present
state they are incapable of sufficiently purifying the sewage,
consequently the effluent from them has to be treated by
surface irrigation over a large area of land, with a view of
further purification, befcre being discharged into the brook.

Having regard to the rapid growth of the District, and
the conditicn of the existing works, it has been evident for
some time past that further expenditure would be necessary.
Various schemes have been considered by the Public Health
Cemmittee, and on November 12th, 1905, the Ccuneil re-
solved to proceed with the extension of the low level sewer
and the construction of storm water filters, for which a loan
had been sancticned as far back as February, 1903. In addi-
tion, the Council decided to construct werks eapable of deal-
ing with a portion of the low level sewage, and thus greatly
relieve the present filter beds and heavy daily pumping.

The extensicn cof the low level, or tunnel, sewer was
carried out by direct labour, and completed in March, 1906.
The remainder of the work has been executed by contract,
according to the plans and under the superintendence of the
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Council's Surveyor, Mr. C. J. Jenkin. The new installation
consists of a coarse screen, detritus and Dortmund sludge
tanks in duplicate, an open septic tank, and two primary and
secondary percolating filter beds. The Public Health Com-
mittee has had under consideration the extension of this
installation, so as to deal with the whole of the low level
sewage, and the Surveyor is now (March, 1908) preparing
the necessary particulars.

The outfall channel of the low level sewer has been
formed in such a way that all storm-water from four to six
times the average dry weather flow will be deflected on to the
storm-water beds, whilst any quantity over six times the dry
weather flow will be discharged direct into the brook. These
storm-water beds are four in number, constructed of clinker,
and intended to be used as percolating filters.

Disposal of House Refuse.

The Council contract for a weekly removal of all house
refuse. The refuse is burnt in the open on the Sewage Farm.
The question of adopting some better means of dealing with
the refuse is under consideration by the Public Health Com-
mittee.

A small charge, based on the estimated cost of removal,
is made for the removal of trade refuse.

Analyses Performed during the year.

The samples examined during the year included :—

A sample of the public water supply taken each month.
The samples were drawn from standpipes in various parts of
the District, and on chemical analysis were found to conform
in each instance to a high standard of organic purity.

Analyses were also made of 44 samples of sewage and
sewage effluent, six samples from shallow wells and several
samples from various water courses in the District.
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Notes upon Sanitary Work performed during the Year.

Inspection of the District has been systematically carried
out, including visits to the dairies, cowsheds, slaughterhouses,
bakehouses, workshops, houses in which epidemic disease had
broken out, insanitary property, and routine house to house
inspection. In all, some 6,660 inspections were made, and
nuisances to the number of 1,665 were discovered.

154 complaints with regard to alleged nuisances were
received during the year, and prompt attention was given to
each.

237 rooms were fumigated after infectious disease; and
3,936 articles, chiefly bedding and wearing apparel, were dis-
infected in the Council’s steam apparatus. In addition to the
above, 69 stovings of bedding, ete., were carried out and 45
patients were removed to hospital for the Friern Barnet
District Council.

A large number of house drains were reconstructed, the
work being supervised in a thorough and satisfactory manner
by the Sanitary Inspector. A plan of each drain re-laid is
made by the Inspector, and this, together with all necessary
particulars, is filed for future reference. It is satisfactory
to be able to report that increasing use is being made of
heavy cast iron pipes in place of stoneware. The latter,
although their initial cost is less, have not infrequently
proved more expensive in the end, owing to defects arising
through fracture of the collars from expansion of the cement
used in making the joints.

The meat, fish, poultry, and fruit shops, and premises
where food is prepared for sale, have been kept under obser-
vation.

A full statement of the work done under the Nuisance
Sections of the Public Health Acts, together with notes re-
garding the dairies, slaughterhouses, etc., will be found in the
appended report of the Sanitary Inspector.
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1. INSPECTION.
InciuvpIiNG INSPECTIONS MADE BY THE SANITARY INSPECTORS.

Number of
Premises, T ,
Inspec- | Written | Prose-
tions. | Notices. i cutions.
L |
Factories | |
(Including Factory Laundries). ! 13 | 3 T
Waorkshops and Workplaces | i
tIncluding Workshop Laundvies).| 252 I b |
‘otal RIS o e
|
2. DEFECTS FOUND.
! Number of Defects., o E
I _|5s
Particulars. ; T TR [ ?.-
Found. | Remedied,| to H.M, %3
i | Inspector. | g5
Nuisances under the Public Health !
Acts®— |
Want of cleanliness ) H
Want of ventilation ! .
Overcrowding ... Rt RS -
Want of drainage of floors ... ! . '
Other nuisances ... B N 1] w0 |
tSanitary J insuflicient
accommo- ¢ unsuitable or defective | % A e | |
dation | not separate for sexes 1 1
Offences under the Factory and '
Workshop Act — I
Ilegal occupation of under-
ground bakelhouse 5 101)
Breach of special sanitary
requirements  for bake-
houses (SS. 97 to 100) ... 6 6
Other offences — .
(Excluding offences relating to
out-work which are included -
in part 3 of this Report) ...0 ... e |
Total o s | A T s

# Including those specified in sections 2, 3, 7 and 8 of the Factory
and Workshop Act as remediable under the Public Health Acts.

+ Public Health Acts Amendment Act 1890, Part 3, adopted
October, 1890.
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Sale of Food and Drugs Acts.

The County Council is the responsible executive authority
for carrying into effect the main provisions of the Sale of
Foed and Drugs Aects in this District.

Adoptive Acts, Byelaws and Regulations.

The following Adoptive Acts are in force in the
District .—

The Infectious Diseases (Prevention) Act, 1890,

The Public Health Acts Amendment Act, 1890,
Parts 2, 3 and 5.

The Housing of the Working Classes Act, 1890,
Part 3.

The following Byelaws are in force :—

(The date when sanctioned by Local Government Board is
given.)

The cleansing of footways and pavements, the removal of
house-refuse ; and the cleansing of earth closets,
privies, ashpits, and cesspools—24th N ovember, 1879,

The preveution of nuisances arising from snow, filth,
dust, ashes and rubbish—24th November, 1879.

The keeping of Animals—24th November, 1879, and 6th
July, 1897.

Common Lodging Houses—24th November, 1879.

New Streets and Buildings—19th January, 1884; Ist
December, 1888 ; and 30th November, 1904,

Paving of Yards and Open Spaces—8th August, 1903,
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REPORT

OF THE

SANITARY INSPECTOR
For the Year 1907.

To the Chairman and Members of the Finchley Urban
Distriet Council,

GENTLEMEN,

I beg to submit to you my sixth Annual Report in which
is recorded particulars of the work done in connection with the
sanitary inspection of the district during the year 1907,

The total number of inspections made in reference to the
business of the department was 6,665, this number being
higher than that recorded in anv previous year. On 790 of the
premises visited, nuisances to the number of 1,660 were
discovered, and, in dealing with the sanitary defects from
which they arose, 180 “Intimation” and 286 * Statutory”
notices were served. The number of letters written and
received were 1051 and 1187 respectively. At the end of the
year 1420 of the nuisances had been abated, the work of
remedying 129 was in hand, and the remaining 116 were
outstanding. In order to ascertain that the sanitary defects
above referred to were being properly remedied, 1,726 visits
were paid to the respective premises while the necessary work
was In progress.
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I am pleased to report that a great many owners and
other responsible parties have readily complied with sugges-
tions made by the department for the improvement of the
sanitary condition of their property. As a result, a con-
siderable number of nuisances have been abated without the
necessity of serving statutory notices. The supervision of all
works carried out for the abatement of nuisances has been
well maintained, and, while no attempt was made to exercise
unreasonable control, the efficient execution of the work was
insisted upon.

Legal proceedings were taken in three cases, a conviction
or an Order being obtained in each instance.

The sanitary operations of the immediate future will be
greatly facilitated by the additional powers conferred on
your Council by their adoption of the Public Health Acts
Amendment Act, 1907, This Act is one of the most important
measures of sanitary reform that has been placed on the
Statute Book during recent years, and it contains several
provisions which will prove of material aid to your sanitary
department. Hitherto the yards in connection with houses
erected prior to the year 1883 have been exempt from the
operation of the paving bye-laws, with the result that it has
not always been possible to deal with all yards which it was
desirable should be paved. Under the new Act, however,
authority is given to deal with any dwelling, irrespective of
age, provided the existing conditions are such as to render
paving necessary, and the Council is also empowered to
execute the works in the owners’ default at the latter’s expense.
The extension of the nuisance section of the Public Health
Act, 1875, so as to include the proper supervision of drinking
water cisterns is also of great importance. Until recently
this district had to depend on an intermittent water supply,
and, as a consequence, every house is provided with a storage
cistern. A large number of these are placed in most unsuit-
able situations, rendering periodical cleansing a diffi-
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cult and expensive matter. It is essential that all
cisterns or similar receptacles for the storage of drink-
ing water should be periodically cleansed and kept
properly covered. On numerous occasions, however,
your inspectors have found them to be in an extremely
dirty condition, and in one or two instances to contain dead
mice, birds, and other animals, Owing to the difficulty of
access to many of the existing cisterns, regular cleansing is
neglected, and it is, therefore, highly satisfactory that more
effective action can now be taken in respect to any cistern
which is so placed, constructed or kept as to render the water
liable to contamination. Other important sanitary provisions
in the new Act deal with the examination and testing of
drains, etc., the provision of sinks and urinals, and the
Registration of certain businesses as offensive trades.

That portion of the routine work of your inspectors and
disinfector which can be conveniently set out in tabulated
form is included in the following summary.

SUMMARY OF WORK DONE.

INSPECTIONS.
House to House Inspections 150
Re-Inspection after Order or Notice i 1663
Special Inspections ]
Visits to Works in Progress s 1726
s 3 Ice Cream Premises ... 33
,» »» Factories, Workshops and Bakehouses ... 252
y» sy Slaughterhouses ) 236
v+ 5, Cowsheds, Dairies and Mi]kshups 88
s s Foodshops 175
Visits re Infectious Disease 443
Miscellaneous 433
Total number of inspections and re-inspections ... E;;‘-E;

Total number of different houses and premises mspecte& 1710
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Slaughterhouses cleansed and limewashed every three

months.

Manure Pits provided 3
Rooms repaired, cleansed, and limewashed 184
Workrooms cleansed and repaired 20
Dirty Houses cleansed 3
Water service pipes repaired 15
Public water supply laid on to houses 6
New cisterns provided

Cisterns repaired, cleansed, and covered 63
Movable sanitary dustbins provided 90
Nuisances from overcrowding abated 7
Nuisances from animals abated 7
Smoke nuisances abated 2
Accumulations of manure and refuse removed 26
Floors of piggeries repaired 5
Miscellaneous 31

INFECTIOUS DISEASE AND DISINFECTION.

Cases of infectious disease notified 216
Number of rooms fumigated after infectious disease 237
Verminous rooms fumigated 2
Number of infected rooms stripped and cleansed 21
Number of articles disinfected L

N.B.—In addition to the above work of disinfection, 69
stovings of bedding, etc., were carried out, and 45 patients

were removed to hospital for the Friern Barnet District
Couneil.
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UNSOUND FOOD DESTROYED.

10 Carcases of Pork (13cwt. 1qr. 181bs.).

9} Pigs’ Heads (decomposition), 1 Ox and 1 Sheep’s Livers.
2 Sets of Sheep's Lungs. 18 Rabbits.

1 Calf's Head and 4 Calves’ feet.

1 Cod Fish, half barrel of Herrings.

H841bs Apples, 3lbs. Tomatoes.

HOUSE DRAINAGE.

During the year the old drains of 153 houses and pre-
mises were examined or tested by your Inspectors, and, as a
result, 123 of these were found to be more or less defective.

A large proportion of the drains dealt with were exposed
for examination under section 41 of the Public Health Act,
1875, and, as stated in my report for the preceding year, this
method is far more reliable than the application of any tests
which your Council's officers would be legally justified in ap-
plying. Under the above Act, the Council has only been able
to authorise their inspectors to enter premises for the purpose
of opening the ground to examine drains definitely stated in
writing to be in such a condition as to be a nuisance or in-
jurious to health. The Council’s anthority will be consider-
ably strengthened and extended, however, by Section 34 of
the Public Health Acts Amendment Act, 1907, which em-
powers a local authority to direct their officer to expose and
examine drains, provided he first reports that he has reason
to suspect that such drains are a nuisance or injurious to
health.

The work of reconstructing defective drains has, as usual,
been carefully supervised by your inspectors, and sufficient
attention to all details of the work was secured by frequent
visits to the premises while it was in progress.
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The drains of some 97 houses and premises were entirely
reconstructed during the period under review, and the exist-
ing drains of 9 other premises were properly repaired.

This work involved the laying of 1,877 yards of stone-
ware, and 486 yards of heavy cast iron coated pipe drains, 189
stoneware gullies, 65 intercepting traps, 158 w.c. basins, and
94 soil pipes and ventilating shafts were fixed and 110 man-
holes were built; the whole necessitating the application of
246 water tests and 139 smoke tests. As in the past, the
water test is applied to all new drains after the ground has
been filled in, and a steel disc is passed through the pipe to
ensure the removal of any obstruetions which may be present
in the form of pieces of cement or other rubbish.

It occasionally happens that cases come under our notice
which afford striking evidence of the need of supervision of
sanitary work by some responsible authority. In one such
instance during the year a new line of drain at a vacant house
was surreptitiously laid in a new position and connected to
an old pipe near a party fence in the side passage. No pre-
caution was taken to ascertain that the old pipe referred to
had a suitable outfall. A few days after the house had been
occupied I found that the drain was blocked, and upon in-
vestigation it was discovered that the pipe to which the new
drain was connected merely discharged into the earth near the
footings of the adjoining honse. It is to be regretted that the
Public Health Acts in force in the district do not provide for
the prosecution of persons guilty of executing sanitary work
in such an extremely negligent manner, or for the giving of
notice to the local authority of intention to carry out drainage
or other similar work. In order to remedy these omissions,
suitable provision has been made in the Finchley Urban Dis-
triect Council Act to be submitted to Parliament during the
present Session.

Since the year 1902 a plan of every drain relaid under
- the direction of your Council has been prepared by your in-
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authorities to assist them in collecting information with
regard to the effect of the use of intercepting traps. Finchley
being one of the districts communicated with by the Board
your Medical Officer of Health and I submitted the following
joint report upon the investigations made in this District :(—

November 27th, 1907.

SPECIAL REPORT BY THE MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH
AND THE BSANITARY INSPECTOR ON THE USE OF
INTERCEPTING TRAPS IN FINCHLEY.

In submitting our report on the eonditions found associated with
the use of intercepting traps in Finchley, we regret that the total
number of drains examined for the purpose is relatively small. Owing
to the pressure of urgent routine work, it has not been possible to
devote much time to the special inspections necessary, but each
case dealt with has been carcfully investigated. If it is considered
desirable, we shall be glad to continue the inguiry with a view to a
supplementary report.

SUMMARY OF INSPECTIONS.

Number of traps examined 147
Number of cases in which—
(@) The intercepting trap was blocked 4

(Cause of blockage:—Two “caps” blown out into
mouth of trap; one choked with leaves; and one
choked with straw and dung.)

(t) Presence of accumulation of sewage in chambers 2

(¢) Though no accumulation existed at time of inspection,
appearance of chamber showed that there had been an
accumulation 17

Cause of previous accumulations :—
7 unknown.
8 cement or concrete left in trap.

2 absence of water supply to flushing box.

(d) “Cap” of raking or cleansing arm displaced 4



It will be seen from the above summary that several of the
blockages were caused by the presence of small accumulations of
cement or concrete in the intercepting traps, which the workmen
had neglected to remove at the time the drains were laid. In addition
to this the foul condition of a number of the interceptors, and their
consequent tendency to become choked, was, without doubt, largely
due to their unnecessarily large size and the careless manner in which
they had been fixed. It would appear that in many instances no
precantion had been taken to ensure that the traps were correctly
set as regards “seal.” No less than 22 of those examined were found
to have a seal varying from four inches to six inches, that of 59 others
varied from three inches to four inches, and the seal of the remaining
66 ranged from one and a half inches to three inches.

It will be seen that in four instances the “cap” on the cleansing
arm had been displaced. In this connection we do not consider that
an intercepting trap should be passed by the inspecting officer unless
some precaution is taken to prevent this mishap. Good locking
“caps” are easily obtainable, which are capable of removal from the
ground surface, and in cases where expense is a matter of considera-
tion, the practice of the health department here is to have the usual
stoneware stopper removed and a slate stopper fixed in lieu thereof,
with a fillet of Portland cement round its outer edge. The centre of
the slate is thus left bare, and can easily be broken if a blockage
should occur.

In respect to size, the unsuitability of six inch traps for houses
which have only a small number of w.e.'s, baths, sinks, ete., was
clearly demonstrated in a large percentage of cases, the colleetion
of grease and scum about the inlets of the traps having reduced the
water way to about four inches in diameter. It might be here
mentioned that many 6-in, traps hold as much as 2 or 3 gallons of
water, whereas we found that a six inch trap of a good type set with
a 24-in. seal only held 7} pints. (By way of comparison a good type
of four ineh interceptor with a 2-in seal will retain 4 to 5 pints of
water.)

The usual two-gallon flush from the w.e. flushing apparatus is
not sufficient to properly change the contents of a good type of 8ix
inch trap, and it is, therefore, not surprising that the unnecessarily
large traps, especially when carelessly fixed, are liable to become
choked. The cleanly condition of the 4-in. traps which came under
observation was very marked in comparision with the six inch traps,
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and whereas complaints have been dealt with in respect to objee-
tionable smells emanating from the fresh air inlet shafts from the
larger traps, no similar complaints have been received in respect to
mir inlets in connection with 4-in. traps.

In respect to the retention or abolition of the trap, from our
general experience we are strongly of opinion that, provided the
interceptor is selected with reasonable care as regards its shape and
size, and fixed with, say, a 2-in. seal, the gradient of the drain being
sufficient, it will work well, and that the likelihood of a blockage is
remote. When a blockage does oceur, o considerable amount of
sewage may collect in the manhole before the stoppage is discovered,
and for this reason we consider that the trap should not have direct
connection with the manhole: i.c., a manhole should be constructed
over the trap to provide means of access only, and in order to
examine the interior of such trap it would be necessary to remove
certain water-tight stoppers provided for the purpose.

In the event of the intercepting trap being abolished we do not
consider that the additional ventilation of the sewers would render
the air in them as innocuous as the air in house drains, which are
disconnected from the sewers, and abolition of the trap would cer-
tainly not be justifiable in order to prevent the oceurrence of a very
small percentage of blockages, many of which are caused through
bad workmanship. Moreover, the removal of the interceptor would,
in our opinion, be attended with grave risk of sewer gas gaining
aceess to the inside of dwelling houses or their immediate surround-
ings, and, consequently prove a menace to health. It may be said
that if the drains were made perfectly water-tight it would not be
possible for sewer gas to escape from them. But experience proves
that drains which are constructed with glazed stoneware pipes em-
bedded in concrete cannot be relied upon to remain air or water-
tight (even for short periods in many instances) owing to movements
of the soil and to the expansion of the cement used for jointing the
pipes. (See Annual Reports for Finchley for the years 1902, pages
59 and 60, and 1906, pages 69 and 70.) This difficulty may be largely
overcome by constructing drains with heavy cast-iron coated pipes
and the soil pipes and ventilating shafts with heavy cast-iron coated
pipes or solid drawn lead, but, even in the event of these precautions
being taken, there would always be the risk of w.e. traps and gullies
being broken, or of such traps becoming unsealed from various causes,
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From the convineing experiments recently made by Major
Horrocks to determine the conditions under which specific bacteria
derived from sewage may be present in the air of ventilating pipes,
drains, inspecting chambers, and sewers (see Journal Sanitary
Institute, May 1906, page 176), it would appear very desirable to take
every precaution to prevent the access of sewer air to the immediate
vicinity of dwellings.

FACTORY AND WORKSHOPS ACT, 1901.

The factories, workshops and workplaces on the Register
number 196, as compared with 180 at the end of 1906.

The details of the work done by your Inspectors under
the provisions of this Act are recorded in the tabulated
statement included in the report of your Medical Officer of
Health.

DATRIES, COWSHEDS, AND MILKSHOPS.

Six applications for registration as dairymen and pur-
veyors of milk were received during the year, one being in
respect to an existing dairy, the proprietorship of which
changed hands. Two cowkeepers and one dairyman gave up
business, which left 33 dairies and milkshops and 9 cowsheds
in the District at the end of the year.

The floors of two dairies and two cowsheds were repaired,
and notices given to two dairymen to discontinue storing
milk on a part of their premises where a drain opening
existed.

A good deal of attention has been given to the cleanliness
of the cows, and it has been necessary to request several
cowkeepers to take more stringent precautions in regard to
the cleansing of the hands of the milkers and the cows’ udders.
There appears to be a tendency on the part of certain of the
smaller cowkeepers to be somewhat neglectful of complying
with this provision of your Council’s regulations, but its
great importance justifies its rigid enforcement.
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The number of cows kept in the District at about the
end of the year was 168. The premises generally have been
kept in a satisfactory condition, and, with the above-men-
tioned exceptions, the Regulations have been well carried
out.

ICE CREAM PREMISES.

The confectioners’ shops and other places where ice
cream is manufactured or sold were visited during the
summer months in order to see that the provisions of Part 5
of the County of Middlesex (General Powers) Act, 1906, were
being properly observed.

In one instance the condition of the premises in which a
large quantity of ice cream was manufactured was such as
to be likely to render the commodity injurious to health.
The occupier was informed that a continuance of the business
would not be allowed, and the shop was subsequently closed.

“In another case the name and address of the manufac-
turer was not exhibited on a barrow being used by an
itinerant vendor. This omission was promptly rectified,
however, upon his attention being called to the requirement
of the Aect.

The premises now on the Register at which ice cream is
sold number 32.

SLAUGHTERHOUSES AND MEAT AND FOOD
INSPECTION.

There are eleven licensed slaughterhouses in the District
and the licence of one of these is subject to annual renewal.
The usual frequent inspection of these premises has been
carried out, and the bye-laws have been generally well
observed. The lighting of one slaughterhouse has been im-
proved, and the floors and walls of another properly repaired.



It is an obvious fact that, in districts where a number of
private slaughterhouses are in use, only a small proportion of
the carcases can receive the attention which the whole should
have. The local butchers, however, have not proved averse
to giving information as to the days and approximate time
when most of their killing is done, and with the possession
of this information the visits to the slaughterhouses have
been arranged to take place so that the maximum amount of
benefit might acerue from them.

On one occasion the carcases of two pigs were found to
be rather badly affected with Urticaria, and acting upon my
suggestion the butcher had them destroyed. In another
instance a large carcase of pork was found to be extensively
affected with Tuberculosis and was therefore condemned and
destroyed.

In the case of three pigs which I examined in two
different slaughterhouses one or both of the sub-maxillary
lymphatic glands contained several small nodules which, as
far as one could judge from the naked eye examination, were
practically identical with true tuberculous lesions. As a
careful examination of the carcases, the offal, and the other
lymphatic glands revealed no further evidence of anything
abnormal, I consulted your Medical Officer of Health, who
decided to have the diseased glands microscopically examined
at the Lister Institute. As a result it was proved that
neither of the pigs had suffered from Tuberculosis, but from
one of the diseases known as psuedo-tuberculosis, These
cases are of unusual importance as they demonstrate the
difficulty one is likely to experience in distinguishing between
the lesions of tuberculosis and those of less harmful diseases,
which bear a very close resemblance to them.

Towards the latter end of the previous year it was dis-
covered that the business of slaughtering pigs was being -
carried on at Long Hill Farm, Great North Road. The part
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of the premises in which the slaughtering was done was really
a portion of the piggery. As the place had never been
““ Registered "’ or ‘‘ Licensed "’ by the Local Authority for
the slaughtering of animals, and was totally unfit for the
purpose, the occupier was warned that he had committed an
offence under the Public Health Acts and requested to dis-
continue such slaughtering forthwith. Early in the year,
however, I had reason to believe that the warning which
had been given had not had the desired effect, and the
premises were therefore kept under observation. As the
result of a visit made on January Tth, men were found at
work scalding the carcases of two pigs which had just pre-
viously been killed, and eight other recently dressed carcases
were found hanging in an adjoining compartment of the shed.
Upon examination, seven of the carcases proved to be affected
with Tuberculosis, and these were seized, condemned by a
Magistrate, and destroyed. The occupier was summoned
for using unlicensed premises and fined £1 and costs.

Occasicnal inspections have been made of the butchers’,
fishmongers’, and fruiterers’ shops and other premises where
food is prepared or kept for sale for human food. Attention
was given to the condition of the various articles of food, the
means of storage and the sanitary condition of the premises. In
no case was the food which came under observation found to
be unwholesome.

A register of all premises where food is kept for sale has
been compiled, and at places where special preparation of
the food is carried on, such as sausage making, fish curing,
etc., particulars are recorded in respect to the part and
nature of the premises used for such purpose.

The number of food premises now on the register is 125.

In two instances, at the request of local traders, I
examined a number of rabbits and a parcel of apples, which
they considered to be in a doubtful condition. This material
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proved to be unsound and was destroyed. In each case I
gave the tradesman a certificate stating the date and time
when the examinations were made. The production of these
certificates to the Market Salesmen was sufficient to obtain
the return of the money paid for the goods.

PUBLIC HOUSE CONVENIENCES.

The urinals in connection with the Public Houses in the
District have been periodically inspected, and on several
occasions it was necessary to request certain licencees to keep
the conveniences in a more cleanly state. In two or three
instances nuisances have recurred through lack of attention,
but as an improvement immediately followed the cautions
given, no further action was taken. Efforts were also made
to induce the occupiers to provide proper means of lighting
at night, and with a few exceptions this was done.

In order to prevent the occurrence of nuisances arising
from structural defects, repairs or alterations have been
carried out within the last few years at no less than 21 of
the 27 urinals in the District. In nine cases entirely new
buildings have been constructed in accordance with modern
requirements. There are a few of the older type, however,
which, owing to their position and internal arrangements, are
not well adapted for their purpose, and as they are probably
more frequently used than was formerly the case, it may
become desirable for your Council to require some improved
accommodation to be provided in the future.

GAME LICENCES.

Fourteen applications were received under Section 97 of
the Local Government Act, 1894, from tradesmen in the
District for licences to deal in game. A licence was granted
in each instance.
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LEGAL PROCEEDINGS.

NATURE oF OFFENCE. I RESULT.

|

(1) Using urlicensed premises Fined £1 and costs.
for slaughtering animals.

(2) Non-compliance with order | Fined £5, or in default one
of Magistrate to cleanse | month’s imprisonment.
a filthy bed-living room. |

(3) Non-compliance with notioe Order to execute works in 14
to repair the defective days and to pay 19/6 Court
drains of two houses Costs.

PETROLEUM ACTS, 1871 TO 1881,

Ten applications for licences to keep petroleum spirit
were received and reported upon during the year, and in
nine instances licences were granted by the Council on the
recommendation of the Public Health Committee. In one
case the proposed method of storage was considered to be
unsuitable and the application was therefore refused. Two
tradesmen consulted me with a view to obtaining licences to
keep petroleum, but as their premises were not adapted for
its safe keeping they acted on my suggestion and did not
proceed further in the matter.

One old store has been abolished, the licensee having
removed to other premises where a new store was constructed.

Upon inspection at a large garage in the District I found
that about 2 ewt. of Carbide of Calcium was being kept in
an open drum. No licence had been obtained from the Council,
but as the occupier provided suitable means of storage with
the least possible delay, and obtained a licence, it was not
considered necessary to institute summary proceedings against
him,
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Small quantities of Carbide of Calcium are also kept at
most of the Cycle and Motor shops in the District, and in
those instances where it was found that the quantity exceeded
5lbs. but was not greater than 28lbs., the occupiers were
requested to carry out the provisions of the Order in Council
made in 1897,

No notices were received under the Secretary of State’s
Regulations from persons keeping motor cars in the District
in respect to the storing of petroleum spirit within 20 feet
of any building. 1In order to facilitate an inspection of these
premises the Clerk to the Council endeavoured to obtain
from the County Authorities a list of the names and addresses
of the persons licenced by them, but they refused to supply
this information on the grounds that the Local Government
Board's Regulations did not give any one save an Officer of
Inland Revenue the right to inspect the Register.

In conclusion, it gives me much pleasure to acknowledge
the valuable help given by your assistant inspector, Mr. C. M.
Robinson, and the other members of the sanitary staff in carry-
ing out the work recorded in this report.

I am, Gentlemen,

Your obedient servant,
|

E. J. FRANKLIN, A.R.San.1., Erc,,

Chief Sanitary Inspector.
February, 1908,












