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Vital Statistics.

Population and Acreage.

Ix order to permit of comparison with previous vears and
other districts, it is obviously necessary to express the birth
and mortality returns in the form of rates per thousand of
population, but unless the yearly estimates of population on
which these rates are based are approximately true, one’s de-
ductions are apt to be incorrect. The population of Fi nchley
at the census of 1891 was 16,647, and at the census of 1901,
22,126.  Assuming that the same rate of increase persisted
to the middle of last year, the population would then have
amounted to 25,690. The extent of recent building operations
leads one to believe that the population is in reality consider-
ably in excess of this figure, and the number of occupied houses
on the rate books supports this view. Under the circumstances
I have, as on previous occasions, calculated the population
from the number of houses in occupation, allotting to each the
average number of inhabitants found at the time of the last
census. And it is the figure thus obtained that I have made
use of throughout my report. As the rate books are made up
at the end of the first and third quarter, and the population
has to be estimated for the middle of the year, a further source
of error is introduced, but in the absence of a more frequent
census enumeration I know of no method likely to give more
accurate results,

The population and number of occupied houses in each
of the sub-districts estimated for the end of June, 1906, is as
follows :—

Occupied Houses, Estimated Population,
East Finchley oo 2,087 - 11,519
North Finchley ... 1,295 7,252
West Finchley ... 1,726 9,666
Whetstone 413 2.313

Total .. 5,491 30,750
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The actual number of deaths that took place in the dis-
trict was 337, but from this must be deducted 22, t.e., the
number of non-residents dying in various institutions in the
district, whilst 45 must be added to account for the deaths
of parishioners in the Union Infirmary and other outlying
institutions (337—22 +45=360). A list of the institutions for
which corrections have been made is set out in the latter por-
tion of Table A7 on page 26,

Tae Recorbep GENErAL DeardH-RaTE was therefore 11.7
per 1,000 of population ; in 1905 the rate was 9.9 ; the average
for the ten years 1896—1905 being 10.7.

The rate of England and Wales in 1906 was 154,

Tue Correctep Dearn-Rare.—In comparing different dis-
tricts due allowance should, whenever possible, be made for
the effect that mere differences in the sex and age-distribution
of the respective populations must have on their rates of mor-
tality. The figures by which the recorded death-rate of any
particular district should be multiplied in order to correct
for differences in the sex and age-distribution of that popula-
tion as compared with the population of England and Wales
as a whole is known as the “ factor for correction.”

In the case of Finchley, this figure is about 1.05. In
other words, the sex and age-distribution of the population of
Finchley slightly favours a low mortality, and the death-rate
corrected for age and sex-distribution would be 11.7 x 1.05 =
12.28.

Recorpep DeAaTH-RATE Fonr EacH Sus-IDISTRICT :(—

Number of Rate per 1000

Deaths, of population.
 East Finchley 151 13.1
North Finchley ... 94 12.9
West Finchley ... 95 0.8
Whetstone S 20 8.6

District as a whole 360 11.7
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Table A1,

SHOWIND THE CAusies oF DEATH AMONGST PARISHIONERS IN THE DISTRICT OF
FivcHLEY pUurING EA ‘H oF THE Four QUARTERS OoF THE YEAR 1906,

T g o = :
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Infantile Mortality.

By rate of infantile mortality is understood the ratio of
the annual number of deaths of infants under one year of age
to every thousand births during the same period.

During the year 1906 there were 91 deaths of infants
under one year of age registered in the district, including one
infant not belonging to Finchley (this death has been excluded
in the estimation of the general nett death-rate), as compared
with 773 births. The proportion which the deaths under one
year of age bear to 1,000 registered births is therefore 117.7.
The average for the preceding ten years was 105.9.

The corresponding rate for England and Wales in 1906
was 133, and that for the 76 Great Towns 145.

In Finchley the deaths under one year of age formed 25
per cent. of the total nett deaths at all ages. The percentage
in the preceding year was 22.4.

The rise in the rate of infantile mortality during 1906, as
compared with 1905, was due to the large number of deaths
from diarrheea in the third quarter of the year. So far as 1
have been able to ascertain, the recorded mortality from
diarrheea was considerably above the average in a large num-
ber of districts, and this increase is only in part accounted for
by the new grouping adopted in the Local Government Board
tables. (The notes accompanying the tables issued for 1906
state that, as regards deaths of children under one year of age,
under the heading “ Diarrheea,” are to be included all deaths
from * diarrhceal diseases.” Formerly deaths certified as due
to Enteritis were grouped separately, whether occurring above
or under one year of age.)

Deaths from diarrhea amongst breast-fed infants are of
rare occurrence, but from one cause or another a very large
proportion of infants, even during the first few months of life,
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are only partially, it at all, breast-fed, and the troubles of
bottle-feeding are accentuated during every spell of hot
weather by the difficulty of keeping milk and other food in a
perfect sound condition.

Even under the most favourable surroundings a consider-
able number of infantile deaths must be looked upon as in-
evitable, such for example as the majority of those from pre-
mature birth, always a large factor in the total mortality, and
if we fairly regard the circumstances of the parents in in-
dividual cases we shall find that many of the adverse causes at
work are as yet rather theoretically than practically prevent-
able. In order to indicate the effect of “social conditions,”
by which term I intend to apply income, house accommodation,
education, and other dependent conditions, I have grouped
the deaths under one year of age, and also the births, accord-
ing to the rateable value of the houses occupied.

In Class 1 only a few of the houses appear to be occupied
by more than one family, but in both Class 2 and 3 the number
i3 considerable.

Deaths  Deaths under

o S LI 5,
Class 1, over £50 81 7 84
Class 2, £30 to £50 282 32 113
Class 3, under £30 410 52 127
Entire District 773 91 118

The differences between the above infantile mortality
rates is very noticeable, and if we exclude from Class 1 all
houses occupied by more than one family and compare the
infantile mortality rate of the remaining group of houses with
that of the rate in houses valued at under £30, and in which
two or more families are living, the contrast is even greater,
i.e., 71 deaths per 1,000 births in the former, and 157 per
1,000 births in the latter.
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Incidentally, I would draw attention to the relative
number of births in each of the groups set out above.

The sub-divisions of Class 3, being of special interest, are
given below :—

Rateable Value under £30.

Births Deaths under  Infantile Mor-
registered. 1 year. tality Rate.
One family 223 25 112
Two or more families ... 140 22 157
Tenements with separate
entry - 47 b 106
Total 410 52 127

The ignorance of many mothers as to an average healthy
infant’s requirements is undoubtedly answerable for much
needless suffering, and if it could be overcome, the problem
of lowering the rate of infantile mortality would be in a great
measure solved. This ignorance is not limnited to one section
of the community, but the time and opportunities amongst the
poor for gaining knowledge are far less, and they are seldom
in a position to devote the same amount of care and attention
to their children, even when they have the means to buy the

requisite food and clothing, and to house their children under
suitable conditions.

Any general improvement in the conditions of employ-
ment, such as would obviate the necessity for married women
working away from their homes, can only be brought about by
slow degrees, and even then much must depend on the thrift
and industry of the individual worker. In the meantime
much may be done to remedy defective knowledge, firstly at
the schools by instruction in the practice and principles of per-
sonal hygiene, and secondly by teaching the mothers at their
homes and by lectures given at Mother's Meetings and other
gatherings. Instruction in hygiene is already being given in
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the public elementary schools in the district, and 1 find that
during the past year a course of lectures to mothers was given
at Stanhope Hall, North Finchley. It is to be hoped that
similar classes will be held at other centres.

The question of home instruction is a much more difficult
problem to face. The distribution of memoranda on infant
management is in itself insufficient, and requires to be supple-
mented from time to time by verbal instruction. An attempt
has been made in some districts to meet this by the appoint-
ment of lady health visitors, but very special qualifications are
necessary for success in the work; besides practical know-
ledge, the health visitor needs to be endowed with excep-
tional tact, or she 1s regarded as an additional infliction, on a
par with the endless procession of canvassers and advertise-
ment distributors.

It 1s a question whether better results would not 1in most
instances be obtained by augmenting the staff of district
nurses with women specially qualified for the dual duties; as
district nurses they would be sent by the doctors to the patients’
homes, and by keeping in touch with the mothers would be
able to advise them to call in medical help before too late, as
is now so frequently the case.
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Table A3.

SHOWING THE UAUSES OF INFANTILE MORTALITY IN THE DISTRICT DURING

EACH OF THE Four QuartTeErs oF THE YEAR 1906,
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InFasTiLE MarTALITY DUuriNe THE YEAR 1906.

Deaths from stated Causes in Weeks and Months under One Year of Age.
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Saowine THE Mortarity 18 FINCHLEY rRom *HE Prixcirar EripEmic
DISEASES DURING A SERIES OF YEARS,
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Table A6.
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Nore. —The de iths included in Column 7 of this table are the whole of those
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division. The deaths ineluded in t-:]u;nu 12 are the number in Column 7,
corrvected by the substraction of the number in Column 10 and the addition of the
number in column 11,

By the term ‘‘non-residents” is wmeant persons brought into the distriet on
account of illness and dying there; and by the term *‘residents” is meant
persons who have been taken out of the distriet on account of illness, and have
died elsewhere.

The ** Public Institutions 7 taken into account for the purpose of these
Tables are those into which persons are habitually received on account of sickness
or infirmity, such as hospitals workhouses and lunatic asylums. A list of the
Institutions in respect of the duaths in which corrections have been made is
appended.
* Rates caleulated per 1,000 of estimated population.
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At the census of 1901 the number of children in Finchley
under 15 ycars of age was 6,642, and at the present time is
probably over 9,000. We have therefore a large population
at an age specially hable to infection, and considering the
proximity of London, where epidemic disease of one kind and
another is constantly present, it is evident that Finchley
stands little chance of any prolonged freedom from an
epidemic, or at least the occurrence of sporadic cases of some
infectious disease.

Much may, however, be done by isolation of cases and
thorough disinfection to hold a threatened epidemie in check,
and the individual gain to a child if he can be guarded from
an attack is considerable. It is not merely the immediate
consequences of the illness one wishes to avoid, but the chronic
ill-health or enfeebled constitution that so frequently results.

DisinrecTioN oF Premises, Erc.—On the removal of a
patient to Hospital, or, if the patient is nursed at home, as
soon as the medical attendant sends word that the patient is
free from infection, the room is fumigated with formic
aldehyde vapour, and the bedding, blankets, and all clothing
which cannot be washed without injury to the material are
passed through an * Equifex” steam-disinfector. Whenever
considered necessary, directions are given to have the wall
paper stripped and the ceiling whitewashed.

Notrrication or Scmoor AvrHorimies.—In  order to
enable the School Authorities to exclude from school all
children living in infected houses, and to prevent the return
to school of contacts before a suflicient period of quarantine
has passed, a notice is forwarded to the Secretary of the
Council’s Education Committee or to the head of a private
schiool, according as the circumstances require,

IsoLation Hospitan.——An agreement with the Hornsey
Borough Council with reference to the conjoint use of their
Isolation Hospital for Hornsey and Finchley patients came
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into operation on April 1st, 1903. By this arrangement 25
beds are reserved for the use of Finchley residents, and cases
of three different infectious diseases (scarlet fever, diphtheria,
and enteric) can be isolated. The agreement holds good until

April 1st, 1913,

OrTHER PRrECAUTIONARY MEASURES.— Enquiries are in
every case made to ascertain if possible the source of infection,
and an examination is made into the sanitary condition of the

premises.

Especial care is taken to prevent the spread of infection
through the agency of those engaged in the milk trade, the
preparation of food, laundry work, or the manufacture of

wearing apparel,

Bacteriological Diagnosis.

During the year 1906 53 Bacteriological Examinations
were made in order to determine the existence of diphtheria,
phthisis, and enteric fever in doubtful cases. The results were

as follows :—

Pasitive, Negative, Fotal.
Diphtheria 9 29 38
Enteric e 7 1 8
Phthisis o 2 5 |

Arrangements for the free examination of specimens for-
warded by medical practitioners in the District have been in
force for the past eight or nine years, and the increasing
number of specimens sent to the Lister Institute each year for
bacteriological examination prove the value which isset on this
aid to diagnosis in doubtful cases.

In dealing with a household in which a case of diptheria
has occurred it is sometimes advisable to make certain that no
one besides the patient is affected with the organism associated
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Table Bi.

SHOWING THE NUMBER oF CAseEs AND DEATHS FROM THE PRINCIPAL
InrrcTIOUS DisEAsSEs NOTIFIRD FROM AMONG PARISHIONERS
Durineg tae Years 1890 - 1'06 (1xcLUSIVE).

Small-pox. Scarlet Fever Diphtherin

and “roup.
|

Cases. | Deaths, | Cases. | Deaths, | Cases.  Deaths.

18940 and O ! 4
1891 e .. o A J
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Scarlet Fever or Scarlatina.

Scarlet Fever was prevalent throughout the year, with a
minimum incidence in February and March, and a maximum
in June. No cases were notified as having occurred in Whet-
stone, but there was scarcely any difference in the number of
notifications (relative to population) received from each of the
other sub-districts, the incidence in West Finchley was only
slightly less than in either North or East Finchley.

In a chart indicating the weekly average number of notifi-
cations of Scarlet Fever received during the sixteen years 1890-
1905, the lowest point in the curve corresponds to the last week
in March. From the end of March the curve rises until the
highest point is reached in the first week in October, but
between these points there is a well-marked rise above the
mean lasting from June to July, followed by a considerable
fall in the first week of August. This seasonal incidence curve
in its main features corresponds with that of London (1861
1900), but the August fall is not shown on the London chart,
and there are some other minor differences.

The Finchley charts for many of these sixteen years
individually show marked divergence from the average, and
it is quite impossible to say that at any particular period of
the year there will be many or few cases, the most one can say
is that Scarlet Fever is generally most prevalent in the
Autumn, and that epidemics in the Spring are comparatively

rare.

The 128 cases notified during 1906 represented infection
in 98 houses. The number of notifications shows an increase
on the previous year, and is slightly in excess of the average
for the ten years 1896—1905, i.e., 4.1 cases per 1,000 of popu-
lation compared with 3.7,
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The majority of the secondary cases followed close on the
primary notifications, and were evidently infected prior to the
1solation of the first patient, but in several instances the
secondary cases in a house occurred shortly after the term of
isolation of the first patient was completed, and were what is
known as “ return cases.” In nearly cvery one of these latter
cases there was evidence of nasal or ear discharge having
recurred a few days after the patient had returned from hos-
pital, or had been released from home isolation (in the case of
patients nursed at home), and the inference was that infection
had spread from this source. At the same time one must not
forget that there were other possible sources of infection, for
instance :—Either intentionally or through inadvertence, some
of the child’s clothing or toys may not have been handed over
for disinfection, and consequently would in all probability still
have retained infection when again brought into use.

It is especially in the case of Scarlet Fever that difficulty
arises in deciding how soon to dispense with isolation. Bac-
teriological examinations as yet are no guide, and the not
infrequent recurrence of infective discharges after the patient
has apparently quite recovered, renders absolute security im-
practicable. The wisest plan undoubtedly is to continue home
isolation for a fortnight after the child leaves the hospital, but
this is seldom possible. If we had a convalescent hospital to
which every child could be sent for a few weeks before return-
ing home, I believe that “ return " cases would be of very rare
occurrence. But to efficiently maintain a convalescent hospital
on the lines needed would entail a heavy additional charge.
It is, however, a matter that should be considered when the
time comes for the provision of a local isolation hospital.

In my last annual report I drew attention to the mild
type of Scarlet Fever that appeared to have prevailed in Finch-
ley for many years, but at the same time noted the high case
mortality occasionally reported from various localities. Dur-
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Measles and Whooping Cough.

Seven deaths from measles oceurred during the first half
of the year, but Whooping-Cough was considerably less pre-
valent than during the two preceding years, and only one
death was recorded.

During the fifteen years, 1891 to 1905, the deaths from
Measles numbered 79, and those from Whooping-Cough 106,
together making a total of 185, that is just over twice the
number of deaths (i.e., 91) from Scarlet Fever, Diphtheria,
Enteric Fever, and Smallpox combined.

Almost the whole of the mortality from Measles and
Whooping Cough is due to lung complications, and where care
Is taken from the first onset of illness serious trouble only
rarely occurs. Unfortunately, both Measles and Whooping-
Cough are very generally regarded by parents as calling for
little attention, and so soon as the acute symptoms are passed,
the child is allowed out without any special precaution to
avoid eold. With a view to drawing attention to the above
facts, and to the advisability of seeking medical advice at an
early stage in these complaints, before grave complications
have supervened, a handbill will be delivered at every house
where the School Attendance Officers learn there is a case of
either disease.

Smallpox.

No case of this disease was notified in Finchley during the
year.

The Hospital in Summers Lane, which has accommoda.
tion for 24 patients, has been kept in readiness for immediate
usc. By an agreement with the Hornsey Borough Council
this hospital is available for cases from their district, but it
was not called into requisition during 1906,
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Consumption (Phthisis).

A voluntary system of notification of cases of Phthisis has
now been in force within the district for rather more than
three years. During 1906 seven notification certificates were
received from medical practitioners, and eight during each of

the two preceding years.

As cases can only be notified with the consent of the
patient or those in charge of the patient, the certificates re-
ceived represent only a small proportion of those alfected, and
give no indication of the actual prevalence of the disease.
Judging from the recorded mortality, there must be close on
180 persons in the district suffering from pulmonary tuber-
culosis, and of this number probably some seventy or more
with the disease in an acute form. These figures will doubt-
less appear over-estimated to many, but I have good reason
to helieve they do not err in that direction. It must not be
imagined that a person once attacked with consumption will
not recover, in many instances the prognosis is decidedly good,
provided the patient can be placed under suitable conditions.

A hopeful sign is found in the steadily declining death-
rate from Phthisis. Improved sanitation has undoubtedly
contributed largely to bring this about, and with further im-
provements in the conditions of housing and work, and the
more general practice of simple precautionary measures by
those affected with the disease, statistics in the future may be
expected to show a progressive fall in mortality.

The various Housing and Public Health Acts have in the
past proved valuable aids in combating this disease, but, in
order to deal effectually with the special conditions associated
with Tuberculosis, Local Authorities require further powers.
Amongst these I would draw attention to the following :—
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Compulsory notification of Consumption. Many of
the objections raised against compulsory notification
of Consumption would be negatived if the certificate
form contained questions to be answered where a
private doctor was in regular attendance. This
would in many cases obviate the necessity for a call
on the part of the Medical Officer of Health, and pre-
vent unnecessary interference by the Sanitary
Authority.

Power on the part of the Sanitary Authority to insist
on efficient isolation, either at home or in hospital,
for so long as necessary, in special cases when both
the medical practitioners in attendance and the
medical officer of health are agreed as to the necessity.
This would apply mainly to patients on the verge of
pauperism, but who not infrequently refuse to seek
admission to the Poor Law Infirmaries and are a con-
stant source of danger to their own families and the
public.

3. Expressly stated powers to insist on the cleansing and

4.

D.

disinfection of premises occupied by Consumptive
persons, and on the proper disposal of sputum.

Prohibition from engaging in certain employments
e.q., milk vendor, baker.

The vendor of milk containing tubercle baeilli should
be liable to prosecution. The Dairies, Cowsheds, and
Milkshops Ovder of 1885, as amended by the Order
of 1899, prohibits the sale for human food of milk
from a cow certified by a veterinary surgeon to be
suffering from tubercular disease of the udder. In
pratice it is frequently impossible to ascertain the
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source of samples purchased from retail dealers;
moreover, the tubercle bacilli may possibly be of
human origin, having gained access to the milk owing
to careless handling.

Middlesex Open-Air Sanatorium.

At the present time it is extremely difficult to find accom-
modation in any of the existing special hospitals, and even
when a patient is fortunate enough to obtain an admission
order, it is usually only after a long wait, and not infrequently
the disease has by then advanced to a stage at which permanent
benefit can scarcely be expected to result from any treatment.
Further provision is urgently needed, and it should be on a
scale sufficient to permit of patients being admitted at an early
stage and given prolonged treatment. It should also be
possible to admit patients in a comparatively advanced stage,
with a view to teaching them the simple and necessary pre-
cautionary measures they should observe so as to avoid being
a source of infection,

As yet there seems little likelihood of the proposed Open-
Air Sanatorium for Middlesex hecoming an accomplished fact.
More than two years ago certain public authorities, including
the Finchley Council, agreed to establish and maintain beds
in the event of sufficient money being subscribed to enable the
Sanatorium to be started, but the support given to the scheme
has proved quite inadequate.

School Hygiene.

Each week reports are sent to me of all fresh cases of non-
notifiable infectious disease, and when an epidemic is prevalent
my visits to the schools are frequent. At other times the
general sanitary condition of the buildings is kept under ob-

servation, but only under special circumstances are any of the
children medically examined.
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Thanks to the interest taken in the matter by the School
Staff, good progress has already been made with the work of
compiling the records. The parents, with few exceptions,
appear to have been glad to afford information, and to have
appreciated the fact that the School Authorities had
originated the enquiry with a view to the children’s welfare.
Owing to the short time that has elapsed since the cards were
1ssued, it has been found impossible to obtain full particulars,
but as an example of the results so far tabulated, I give the
following, relating to St. John's Mixed School (163 children) :

Percentage of Children known to have suffered from

certain Infectious Diseases,

Standard AR TR 8 4 HisT TR
Measles +. 63 63 TO 56 67 67 64
Whooping Cough i 44 07 43 3B 83 83 34
Searlet Fever TOMSRPERR R, S R GRS ]
Diphtheria ey, e R
Chickenpox e 2@ VF 95 18 13 ¢85, a8
Mumps oo 93 2338 82 33 48 33

ACUTENESS OF YVISION.

(Percentage of normal and defective.)

Standard SRR 1 2 3 4 5 6&7 Whole

Schoal,
Good, 6/6 o @@ 70 TO 69 B85 90 T4
Fair, 6/9 or 6/12 s b, I3 8K 1% - B 1%

Bad, 6/18 or worse ... — 10 17 3 22 5 9
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Scaoorl Crosure. Owing to the presence of epidemic
disease and the increasing number of absentees, it was found

necessary to close the following schools during the course of
the year:—

School, Disease. Inclusive Dates of
‘ SENARNEE RO, WBTY) L SR
Holy Trinity Infants .' Mumps ... I 2oth March to 12th Apnil
Holy Trinity Mixed el = b, by i
Long Lane Infants | Mumpsand Meas!es| 5 4
Long Lane \ixed | "
St. Mary's Infants | Mumps ... 15th June to 6th July

Water Supply.

The District is supplied from the mains of the Barnet
Water Company. From evidence given before the Parliamen-
tary Bills Committee, it appears that the Company pump
from five deep wells in the chalk—three in Barnet, one at
Potters Bar, and one at East Barnet—and, in addition can
obtain a certain quantity of water from the New River Com-

pany.

The service is at present intermittant to the greater por-
tion of Finchley, but the Company are under an obligation to
alford a constant supply by the 15th August, 1907, throughout
so much of the District as can be supplied by gravitation from
their existing reservoirs at New Barnet,

The quantity of water supplied has been estimated at about
twenty gallons per head per day. No water-softening process
15 in use.
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Housing.

Building operations have been actively continued during
the past year in all parts of the District, and several new
estates are 1n course of development.

The number of new houses passed between December 31st,
1905, and December 31st, 1906, as fit for occupation was 142

The new buildings for the most part comprise rows of
villa residences, flats, shops, and a comparatively small num-
ber of detached houses.

There i1s no lack of house accommodation for artisans, but
the same complaint is heard here as in other suburban dis-
tricts, namely, that house rents are, as a rule, in excess of
what the working man can afford. 1 believe it is mainly in
consequence of this difficulty in meeting the rent of an entire
house that a considerable amount of sub-letting exists.

The following tabular statement showing the number of
houses passed each year (ending March) has been kindly sup-
plied to me by the Assistant Surveyor, Mr. Catchpole, and
gives some idea of the rapid growth that has been taking place
in the District :—

1894 47

1895 Tae 60
1896 i 101
1897 = 123
1898 e 142
1899 i 189
1300 o 213
1901 wid 289
1902 il 323
1903 73 340
1904 Crs 338
19056 2 361

1906 450 (to end of January, 1907.)
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Drainage and Sewage Disposal.

A dual system of drainage is in force in the District, the
surface water sewers discharging into the streams,

Sewage reaches the farm in Summers Lane by either the
low or high level sewer. The sewage from the low level sewer
passes through a screen, and is then pumped to join the high
level sewage. The mixed sewage is screened, and, after the
addition of lime and sulphate of iron, passed into one of three
precipitation tanks (each having a capacity of 226,260 gallons).
The tank effluent is next treated in a double set of bacterial
contact beds, in each of which it remains standing about five
hours. The effluent is finally run over several acres of meadow
before entering the brook at the bottom of the valley.

The sludge is drawn off after a precipitation tank has been
used one week, and is pumped on to the land at the highest
level of the farm. 1t is there left to drain and evaporate, and
is then ploughed in, the land being used for crops of cabbages,
etc.

The dry weather flow of sewage is estimated at about
700,000 gallons per diem. In wet weather a portion of the
sewage is treated in the ordinary way, and the remainder by
broad irrigation. The subsoil of the farm is clay, and there
is only a shallow surface soil over most of the area, so that
considerably more land has to be utilised than would be
required with more suitable soil.

The total area of the farm comprises close upon 80 acres
belonging to the Council, and 33 acres rented from the Burial

Board.

The filter beds number 16, and cover a total area of about
27,000 square yards. Many of the beds are in a far from
satisfactory condition, and require thorough reconstruction
before eflicient work can be expected from them. In their
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present state they are incapable of sufficiently purifying the
sewage, consequently the efluent from them has to be treated
by surface irrigation over a large area of land, with a view of
further purification, before being discharged into the brook.

Having regard to the rapid growth of the District, and the
condition of the existing works, it has been evident for some
time past that further expenditure would be necessary.
Various schemes have been considered by the Public Health
Committee, and on November 12th, 1905, the Council resolved
to proceed with the extension of the low level sewer and the
construction of storm water filters, for which a loan had been
sanctioned as far back as February, 1903. 1In addition, the
Council decided to construct works capable of dealing with a
portion of the low level sewage, and thus greatly relieve the
present filter beds and heavy daily pumping.

The extension of the low level, or tunnel, sewer was
carried out by direct labour, and completed in March last. The
remainder of the work is being executed by contract, accord-
ing to the plans and under the superintendence of the Council's
Surveyor, Mr. C. J. Jenkin. Good progress has been made,
and 1t 1s anticipated that the whole of the additions will be
finished early this year.

The outfall channel of the low level sewer has been formed
in such a way that all storm-water from four to six times the
average dry weather flow will be deflected on to the storm-
water beds, whilst any quantity over six times the dry
weather flow will be discharged direct into the brook. These
storm-water beds are four in number, constructed of clinker,
and intended to be used as percolating filters,

The remainder of the new installation will consist of a
coarse screen, detritus and Dortmund sludge tanks in dupli-
cate, an open septic tank, and two primary and secondary
percolating filter beds.



49

Disposal of House Refuse.

The Council contract for a weekly removal of all house
refuse. The refuse is burnt in the open on the Sewage Farm.

A small charge, based on the estimated cost of removal, is
made for the removal of trade refuse.

Analyses Performed during the Year.

The samples examined during the year included :

A sample of the public water supply taken each month.
The samples were drawn from standpipes in various parts of
the District, and on chemical analysis were found to conform
in each instance to a high standard of organic purity.

During the Summer and Autumn several complaints were
received on account of the cloudy appearance of the water
when freshly drawn. 1In the samples examined the cloudiness
was due to the presence of carbonate of lime in suspension,
and there was no exeess of organic matter.

Analyses were also made of 16 samples of sewage effluent,
several samples from Dollis Brook and various shallow wells,

and samples of mortar.

The samples of effluent were generally satisfactory, but
on three occasions the percentage of incompletely purified
organic matter was above the normal.

Notes upon Sanitary Work performed during the Year.

Inspection of the District has been systematically carried
out, including visits to the dairies, cowsheds, slaughterhouses,
bakehouses, workshops, houses in which epidemic disease had
broken out, insanitary property, and routine house to house
inspection. In all, some 5,839 inspections were made, and
nuisances to the number of 1,476 were discovered.



179 complaints with regard to alleged nuisances were
received during the year, and prompt attention was given to
each.

217 rooms were fumigated after infectious disease; and
3,608 articles, chiefly bedding and wearing apparel, were dis-
infected in the Council’s steam apparatus.

A large number of house drains were reconstructed, the
work being supervised in a thorough and satisfactory manner
by the Sanitary Inspector. A plan of each drain re-laid 1s
made by the Inspector, and this, together with all necessary
particulars, is filed for future reference. It is satisfactory to
be able to report that increasing use is being made of heavy
cast iron pipes in place of stoneware. The latter, although
their initial cost is less, have not infrequently proved more
expensive in the end, owing to defects arising through fracture
of the collars from expansion of the cement used in making

the joints.

The meat, fish, poultry, and fruit shops, and premises
where food is prepared for sale, have been kept under obser-
vation, and the need for this supervision was evidenced on
several occasions by the finding of unsound food either de-
posited or exposed for sale. The sanitary condition of the
premises also received attention.

A full statement of the work done under the Nuisance
Sections of the Public Health Acts, together with notes re-
garding the dairies, slaughterhouses, etc., will be found in the
appended report of the Sanitary Inspector.

Factories and Workshops.

All the Workshops and Work-places in the District have
been inspected during the year, and various sanitary defects
remedied as a consequence.
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1. INSPECTION.
INvcLupiNG INSPECTIONS MADE BY THE SANITARY INSPECTORS.

Number of
EResos. Illslk..l.tiunl: Written | l’rp_se— -
e At , =] Nut ices. | cutions,
Factories
(Including Factory Laundries). | 13
“rul'k.‘-'l!lnlm : ;
(Including Workshop Laundries). 319 : 16
|
Werkplaces l |
(other than outworkers' premises
imeluded in part 3 of this Report). 0 |
Total ...| 362 16

2. DEFECTS FOUND.

! Number « f Defects, ..__E
Particulars, ‘Referrad| S §
Found, Remedied | to ILM. | * £
I Inspeet’y, -
L ; | —_—— ol
|
Nuisances underthe Public Health Acts:* !
Want of cleanliness 27 27 -
Want of ventilation . i -
Overcrowding v 1 1 '
Want of drainage of floors . 2 2
Other nuisances .. g Y
ke insflicient e o % i
toemtary {unﬂultah]e or defectivel 20 20 S
ccommodation -
r not separate for sexes | .. .
Offences under the Factory and Work-
shop Act : —
Illegal occupation of uudergrnund
bakehouse (S5 101)
Breach of special sanitary 13:11111e [
ments for bakehouses(8.5. 97 to 100);, 4 4 '
[Other offences : — :
(Excluding offences relating to out- r
work which are included in part 3 |
of this Report).
, e
Total ..! 63 63 |

* Including those specified in sections 2, 3, 7 and 8 of the Factory
and Workshop Act as remediable under the Public Health Acta.
+ Public enlth Aets Amendment Act 1890, Part 3 adopted

ﬂctﬂ ber, 1890,
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HOME WORK.
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Outworkers™ List, Section 107

e

Lists received |
from Numbers of | Numbers of JI"I“_"'P?‘ of
: ) s | Addresses of] Addresses off T oPS A0NE
Natare of Work Employers -
R g once mn the | Outworkers | Outworkers Gatwenling
, . ; rkers
Year. | received | forwarded S
- from uil;u]l'l?.‘ll' to ut.l‘_:er P ;
Lists. wgil:}s. | Councils, Couneils.
L |— —| Aly
Wearing Apparel —
Making, &e. 1k 2 b 2 b
|
4. REGISTERED WORKSHOPS.

Workshops on the Register (S. 131) at the end of the Year. Number,
Dressimakers and Milliners i 31
Laundries £ y 20
Bootmakers ; 20
Bakers 16
Restaurant Kitchens 156
Cycle Makers .o 10
Stonemasons . 6
Saddlers : ; . 4
Ironmongers ' = 4
Farriers 9
Tailors ; " 8
Picture Framers . 2
Upth&.bEI‘ﬂrS . 2
Other Workshops . 13

Total number of Workshops on Register 160




Milk Supply.

Each year a smaller proportion of the milk purveyed in
Finchley is produced locally, and the actual number of dairy
cows kept in the District appears to be diminishing. Towards
the latter end of the year, the number was 177, as compared
with 227 in the previous year, and I have no reason to doubi
that considerably more than half the milk consumed is
brought in by rail.

Many improvements have been effected in the condition
of the local cowsheds and dairy premises, but the trade is one
requiring the constant supervision of both dairy managers
and sanitary officials.  Absolutely cleanly work on the part
of the milkers and other employees is not easy to enforce, and
there is an unfortunately prevalent idea amongst some dealers
that milk from which all coarse particles of dirt have been
filtered is just as wholesome and unobjectionable as milk which
has been obtained under clean conditions. The fallacy of this
1s evident from the fact that during hot weather pure milk
will keep good for many more bours than milk carelessly
handled, even though the former has not been treated with
preservatives,

I fully recognise the difficulties involved in further amending
the conditions nnder which milk is collected and distributed, and
the likelihood that the stringent enforcement of precautionary
measures may lead to an increase in the retail price, but the
matter 1s of such importance that the additional cost must, if
necessary, be incurred. The veterinary inspection required by
most of the large dairy companies has already lead to marked
improvement in many rural as well as urban districts, still,
constant personal supervison by the dairy farmers must
remain the only certain method of ensuring satisfactory con-
ditions, without their active co-operation there must always be
a probability that due precautions will not be exercised.



Bakehouses.

All the Bakehouses (16 in number) were inspected
frequently during the year. There are at present in the
District three underground bakehouses. After certain struc-
tural alterations had been made these were certified by the
Sanitary Authority at the commencement of 1904 as suitable
in regard to construction, light, ventilation, and all other
respects.  The minimum requirements for the Council’s certif
cate included provisions against the entry of ground-air and
moisture, and provision for ventilation, light and cleanliness
of the premises.

Sale of Food and Drugs Acts.

The County Council is the responsible exeeutive authority
for carrying into effect the main provisions of the Sale of Food
and Drugs Acts in this District, and during the year ending 31st
March, 1906, 260 samples were taken by their inspector, a num-
ber that should with carefnl selection prove ample.  Five samples
were found to be adulterated, and convictions in each case were
obtained,

Adoptive Acts, Byelaws and Regulations.

The following Adoptive Acts are in force in the Distriet ;.
The Infectious Diseases (Prevention) Aect, 1890,

The Public Health Acts Amendment Act, 1890,
Parts 2, 3 and 5.

The Housing of the Working Classes Act, 1890,
Part 3.

The following Byelaws are in force:

(The date when sanctioned by Local Government Board i1s
given.)
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REPORT

OF THE

SANITARY INSPECTOR
For the Year 1906,

To the Chairman and Members of the Finchley Urban
District Council,

GENTLEMEN,

I beg to submit to you my fifth Annual Report dealing
with the sanitary work accomplished during the year 1906.

Upon reference to the tabulated statement of work done
it will be observed that there is a falling off in the number of
notices served. This is explained by the fact that a large
amount of work was carried out as the result of verbal notices,
and owing to the use of a revised form of written “Intimation”
notice which, if occasion requires, permits of any number of
houses being referred to on one notice. The number of sanitary
improvements actually carried out compared favourably with
previous years,

The execution of all works undertaken for the suppression
or removal of nuisances, whether it he a small matter of
repair or reconstructional work, is carried out under the super-
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vision of your Inspectors, this arrangement being in accord-
ance with the Order of the Local Government Board and the
directions of your Couneil.

The occurrence of defects, especially in connection with
the poorer class properties, is continuous, and it is only by a
systematic and periodical re-inspection of such premises that
they can be kept in anything approaching a good sanitary
condition. In practise it is found that by taking full advan-
tage of the facilities afforded by the Public Health Acts fairly
ample powers are provided for securing the abatement of
nuisances which arise from defects in connection with the
premises, but, on the other hand, it is unfortunate that the
Law does not provide such ready means for dealing with many
matters which arise from the personal neglect and abuse of the
tenants.

In all communications sent to responsible persons with
respect to the remedying of sanitary defects,every care is taken
to state clearly exactly what work is required to be executed.
Information of this nature prevents any misunderstanding as
to what, in the opinion of the department, is really required,
and 1s undoubtedly much appreciated. 1 feel sure that any
time taken up in this way is fully repaid by the improved class
of work which results.

The number of complaints received with respect to alleged
nuisances was 179, and, as hitherto, prompt attention was given
to each. Two complaints were made by residents to the Local
Government Board, one being forwarded to the Board at the
end of the previous year. In one instance the complainant
felt aggrieved at the manner in which certain defective drains
had been dealt with under Section 41 of the Public Health
Act, 1875, and in the other case it was alleged that a serious
nuisance was caused by the keeping of fowls at the rear of a
dwelling house. With respect to the former complaint, the
requirements of the Act had been properly and judiciously
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carried out, and in regard to the latter, the view held by
your Medical Officer of Health and myself was that the
premises, although capable of improvement, were not in such
a condition as to be a nuisance. Your Council’s observations
on these matters were duly forwarded to the Local Govern-
ment Board, from whom no further communication was
received.

No oceasion arose in which it was necessary to institute
legal proceedings, either to enforce the abatement of any
nuisance, or to recover expenses incurred for works executed
in default. It is perhaps worth mentioning that during the
last five years it has only been needful to take legal pro-
ceedings in regard to five cases, two of which were for over-
crowding, although at the same time there has been a marked
improvement in the standard of work carried out.

The respective owners of certain premises failed to comply
with the Council’s notices requiring them (#) in five instances
to relay defective house drains; (4) in two cases to empty an
overflowing cesspool ; and (¢) in another instance to provide a
dwelling house with an ashpit. The necessary works were
therefore carried out by your Council, and the costs incurred
charged to the defaulting owners.

At the beginning of the year the work of the department
was somewhat interfered with owing to the Assistant Inspector
and the Clerk having both resigned at about the same time,
they having secured appointments elsewhere. The Assistant
Inspector’s position was subsequently filled by. Mr. C. M.
Robinson, of York, and Mr. A. A. Jack, of East Finchley, was
appointed Clerk, and it is with much pleasure that I take
this opportunity to express my thanks to these officers for the
loyal and earnest manner in which they have at all times
assisted me in carrying out my duties.






Defective Drains repaired
Drains unstopped and cleansed

Length in yards of Stoneware Drains laid

Length in yards of Heavy Cast-iron Drains laid

Manholes provided

Manholes altered and repaired

New Manhole Covers provided

Intercepting Traps fixed

Stoneware Gully Traps fixed

Gullies repaired
New Soil Pipes and Ventilating Shafts fixed
Soil Pipes and Ventilating Shafts repaired -
Old Disused Drains disconnected from sewer
New Impervious Sinks provided

Sinks repaired

New Waste Pipes fixed

Waste Pipes repaired

Waste Pipes trapped

Waste Pipes disconnected from Drain

Gully Curbs repaired

Water Tests applied

Smoke Tests applied

Number of Plans of Drainage drawn

63

36
2102
S00
7l
14

61
200

WATER CLOSETS AND SANITARY CONVENIENCES.

New W.C. Basins of the “ Washdown type fixed

W.Cs cleansed and repaired

Flush Pipe connection repaired
New Flushing Boxes fitted to W.C.'s

131

30
1
62
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UNSOUND FOOD DESTROYED.

Portions of 2 carcases of mutton.

1 Ox Liver, 1 Ox Head.

7 Sets of Lungs (oxen, sheep and pigs).
18 Herrings.

821bs, Pears, 2 Parcels Bananas.

3lbs. Apples, 8lbs. Strawberries.

2 Parcels of Cherries and 8lbs. Tomatoes.

INSPECTIONS.

The total number of Inspections made in conneetion with
the work of the department was 5,839. In 803 of the houses
and premises visited, nuisances to the number of 1,476 were
discovered, and, in dealing with the sanitary defects from
which they arose, 208 “Intimation” and 97 “Statutory”
notices were served. The number of letters written and re-
ceived with reference to the business of the department was
respectively 1,038 and 1,063. At the end of the year 1,178
of the nuisances had been abated, the work of remedying 177
was in hand, and the remaining 121 were outstanding. In
order to ascertain that the sanitary defects above referred to
were being properly remedied, 1,324 visits were paid to the
respective premises while the necessary work was in progress.

As comipared with the figures submitted last year, it will
be seen on reference to the summary of work done that there
has been an increase in the number of inspections made under

the various headings.

Of the inspections made 294 were systematic house-to-
house visits. It is to be regretted that more time cannot be
devoted to this particular work, as it is of considerable impor-
tance that the department should be kept well informed as to
the general sanitary condition of the dwelling houses through-
out the district, but further attention given to this matter
would necessitate the neglect of other equally urgent work,



67

A considerable number of sanitary improvements have
been carried out in connection with properties in accordance
with the requirements of notices served from the department,
and appended hereto is a table of the principal works executed
during the last five years:—

WORK DONE FOR THE IMPROVEMENT OF HOUSES
AND PREMISES IN FINCHLEY DURING THE FIVE
YEARS ENDING DECEMBER 31st, 1906,

Number of Old Drains examined, tested, exposed, ete. 738

o House Drains reconstructed with manholes,
intercepting traps, ete. ... BT0
- Drains repaired, unstopped or cleansed ... 981
e Gully Traps fixed e 1349
s Soil Pipes and Ventilating Shafts fixed ... 529

kf Soil Pipes and Ventilating Shafts repaired 105
5 New Waste Pipes fixed, repaired or trapped 376

i New W.C. Apartments erected against ex-
: ternal walls e T
s New W.C. Basins fixed ... 169
= Existing W.C.’s repaired TP "
% New Flushing Boxes fitted to W.(.'s vve 443
i Existing Flushing Boxes repaired PR L]
A Defective Roofs, Eaves Gutters, or Stack
Pipes repaired i D0
& Back Yards, Stables or Mews paved . 462
o Existing Paved Surfaces repaired vi . 208
' Rooms in houses and workshops repaired,
cleansed and limewashed vot BN
. Cisterns provided, repaired, cleansed, or

covered e, G2
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Namher of Movable Sanitary Dustbins provided i Bl

s Nuisances from Overcrowding abated j ey odil
¥ Miscellaneous Nuisances abated ..+ 098
. Houses closed as unfit for human habitation T
" Ingpections made 2H883
i Notices served e 26068
2 Letters written oo S897

Letters received and dealt with ... e 4389

LB

HOUSE DRAINAGE.

One of the most important duties which devolves upon
your Inspectors is the {esting and examination of existing
house drains, and the supervision of the reconstruetion of
cuch drains when they are found to be defective.

Old drains which for some reason or other are suspected
to be in a defective condition are frequently tested with an
“ Belipse " smoke machine. While this means of testing is
very convenient, it has to be used with caution, for in many
enses in which a positive result was not obtained, 1 fonnd
upon subsequent examination that the drains were in a
dangerously defective condition. It is therefore my practice
to deal with a large number of old drains under Section 41 of
the Pub'i Health Act, 1875, under which the Loeal Authority
may, subject to certain specified conditions being strictly
observed, empower their inspector to enter premises, open up
the ground, and examine drains, the state of which is in
question. When the formalities demanded by the section
above referred to can be observed it is far better to examine
drains in this way, because the existing conditions can be
accurately . determined, and, as a CONSEGUENCE, the work
necessary to remedy any defects definitely specified.  One
cerious disadvantage, however, from a public health stand-
peint, in dealing with defective drains under the section above
roferred to, is the considerable delay which often unavoidably
occurs hefore statutory notices can be served.
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at the time drains are constructed, but experience proves that
there is a tendency for Portland cement to expand after the
work has been completed and finally tested. It would appear
that we have no legal authority to test cement intended to be
used for sanitary work, and even if the necessary power could
be exercised 1 very much doubt if it would be practicable to
suspend work in connection with occupied houses for a period
sufficient to carry out satisfactory tests. It will therefore be
apparent that the unreliability of Portland cement as a jointing
material for stoneware pipes is a very serious matter, both in
the interests of Public Health, and as regards financial con-
siderations to those who have to maintain drains in a sound
condition. As stoneware drains cannot be relied upon to re-
main permanently water-tight I have for some years recom-
mended the use of cast-iron coated pipes, and that this material
is becoming increasingly popular is evidenced by the fact that
iron pipes were used in several instances during the past year
on the initiative of owners themselves,

COMBINED DRAINAGE.

Of the 95 houses redrained during the year 66 were pro-
vided for by means of 14 combined systems of drainage. Eight
of the main drains, receiving the drainage of some 30 houses,
constituted * sewers " within the meaning of the Public Health
Acts, and these were reconstructed by the Council at a total
cost of £197 1s. 9d. The whole of this work was carried out
by contract in accordance with plans and specifications
which were prepared by your Inspector.

The relaying of the main drain of 20 houses, for which
your Council was also responsible, was in progress at the end
of the year, the amount of the tender for the work being £70.

Six other combined drains, receiving the drainage of 36
houses, were relaid by the respective owners at their own ex-
pense, they being liable for the necessary work.
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There are, doubtless, advantages to be derived from con-
structing house drains on the combined system, and when the
houses are in Terraces, and, provided that such drains are
arranged with suitable means of access, disconnection, and
ventilation, the system has much to recommend it on sanitary
grounds. Owing, however, to the interpretation that has
been placed on the definitions of “drain” and “sewer’ in
the Public Health Acts, it is possible, in the event of no
alteration being made in the law on the subject, that there
will be an increase in the annual expenditure of your Couneil
for the maintenance of certain of these drains as * sewers "
within the meaning of the before-mentioned Acts.

In carrying out the examination of combined drains greal
care has been taken to record, as far as possible, all the facts
relating to the question of liability, and the owners have only
been requested to execute the necessary works in those cases in
which they appeared to be clearly liable. Each of the notices
served in this connection has been complied with,

INSPECTION OF WORKSHOPS AND WORKPLACES,

The Workshops and Workplaces on the Register now
number 160, as compared with 136 at the of 1905

Periodical inspections were made during the year to see
that the various premises were kept in conformity with the
provisions of the Factory and Workshops Act, 1901, and on
the occasion of these visits some 62 sanitary defects were dis-
covered. Upon the occupier’'s attention being called to the
before-mentioned defects instructions were given for the
execution of the necessary work, which was caried out in due
course.

The kitchens and premises in connection with the
restaurants have been visited, special attention being given
to the food in preparation for sale, the condition of the yards,
and provision of suitable impervious receptacles for refuse.



72

A number of the work rooms were measured up by vour
Inspectors, and the cubical contents of such rooms, together
with the number of persons who might be employed in them
during ovdinary time and overtime, were entered on cards and
supplied to the occupiers.

Notices in respect to the occupation of ten workshops were
received from 1lis Majesty's Inspector of Factories. Four of
these had already been visited by your Inspector, and the
other six were inspected and duly registered.

Section 107 of the Factory and Workshops Act requires
the occupier of every Factory, Workshop or Place from which
any work is given out, to send to the District Couneil not later
than the lst day of February and the lst day of August in
cach year a list furnishing the names and addresses of all
outworkers employed by him. As no such lists were received,
circular letters were addressed to persons whom it was thought
might possibly employ outworkers, and, as a result, only one
list was sent in containing two names and addresses. Three
other lists were received from outside districts with respect to
five outworkers residing in the district.

In one instance permission to inspect a workroom was re-
fused, but on the occupier’s attention being called to the fact
that he was liable to a penalty for obstructing an Inspector
in the execution of his duty under the Act, no further trouble
was experienced.

In addition to the Workshops on the Register there are
some 20 Factories in the district, most of these being small
premises in which few hands are employed, and but little
motive power is used. The general provisions of the Act in
respect to these premises are administered by H.M. Inspector
of Factories, but it is the duty of the local authority under
Section 22 of the Public Health Acts Amendment Act, 1890,
to see that suitable and sufficient sanitary accommodation is

provided.
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SLAUGHTERHOUSES AND FOOD INSPECTION.

The number of Slaughterhouses in the district remains the
same as last year, namely, eleven. The license of one of
these has to be renewed every 12 months, and with this excep-
tion, no other application was received during the year for a
license for the use or erection of a Slaughterhouse. Frequent
inspections of the Slaughterhouses have been made, and the
requirements of the byelaws with respect to the cleansing of
the premises, removal of offal, quarterly limewashing, ete.,
have been satisfactorily carried out. The visits, as hitherto,
have been timed as far as possible to take place while animals
were being killed and dressed for human food, but owing to
the Slaughterhouses being situated in different parts of the
district, and to the fact that killing is carried on at all hours,
it is only possible to inspect a small proportion of the carcases
prepared for sale in the different licensed premises. In several
instances the organs of animals were found to be unsound
owing to some parasitical or other local affection, and these
were in each case destroyed. No case of disease involving the
destruction of a carcase was discovered, nor was any case of
Tuberculosis detected either in bovine animals or pigs. This
latter circumstance was somewhat surprisingin view of the fact that
the existence of Tuberculosis in pigs is common, and for this
reason special attention was paid to the carcases coming under
the notice of your Inspectors. The lymphatic glands which
are most frequently affected were incised, but in every case
they were found to be free from disease. In connection with
this matter, it is perhaps well to remember that a large pro-
portion of the pork consumed in the district is brought in from
the London Markets, where it has already been subjected to
expert inspection.

In at least nine of the local Slaughterhouses certain of the
carcases are occasionally inflated with air with a view to
improving their appearance. This method of dressing, when
the blowing is done with the mouth, is a particularly objec-
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tionable and filthy practise, and it is to be regretted that Local
Authorities have not the legal power to prohibit its use. Iu four
of the Slaughterhouses special pumps, which are obtainable at a
low cost, are now in use, and I hope that similar means will be
provided in the other premises at an early date.

As the result of an inspection of a farm at North Finchley
I found that .the occupier was using a portion of his premises
for slaughtering pigs for sale. He was, therefore, informed
that he was liable to a penalty for using his unlicensed pre-
mises for this purpose, and cautioned as to the action the
Council would take in the event of the offence being continued.

During the year the butchers’, fishmongers’, and fruiterers’
shops, and other premises where food is prepared or kept for
sale for human food, have been inspected from time to time,
and whenever insanitary conditions were found to exist, or
where food was found to be unsound, or stored in such a
manner as to endanger its wholesomeness, such action as was
necessary was promptly taken. The number of premises of
this character now under inspection is 111, as compared with
63 last year.

The premises now on the Register at which ice cream
is sold numbers 28. Part 5 of the County of Middlesex
(General Powers) Act, 1906, which came into operation on
the bth November, 1906, will doubtless prove of material aid
in dealing with these places. The Act provides that ice cream
shall not be stored or sold in any sleeping room, or in any
room, cellar, or place which is in a condition likely to render
such commodity injurious to health, or in which there is an
inlet or opening to a drain. The manufacturer is required to
take proper precautions to protect the commodity from infec-
tion and contamination, and he must notify the Medical
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Officer of any outbreak of infectious illness amongst the
persons employed in the business. Every itinerant vendor
must have the name and address of the manufacturer of such
commodity written on a conspicuous part of his barrow.

In one instance, at the request of a local tradesman, I
examined four cases of pears, and as they were found to be
unsound and unfit for human food they were destroyed.

It 1s with pleasure that I again acknowledge the ready
assistance and the facilities which the various food purveyors
in the district have given when their premises have been
visited. In one case, however, the proprietor of a fried fish
business questioned my authority to inspect the fish which he
had in preparation for sale, but upon an explanation being
given he withdrew his opposition,

DAIRIES, COWSHEDS, AND MILKSHOPS.

At the end of the year there were 29 Dairies and Milk-
shops and 11 Cowsheds in the District. The usual periodical
inspections of these premises have been maintained, and the
necessary steps taken to enforce the observance of the various
provisions of your Council's Regulations made under the

Dairies, Cowsheds and Milkshops' Order, 1885.

In addition to the dairymen in the district, there are a
number of milksellers who come to Finchley to sell milk from
neighbouring places, and, as we could exercise but little con-
trol over these persons, no steps have as yet been taken to
register them as purveyors of milk.

The half-yearly limewashing of the cowsheds and dairies,
in cases where their structure is such as to render it desirable,
has been carried out, and it has been seldom necessary to call
the attention of the occupiers to any contraventions in regard
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to the cleanliness of the premises or utensils. The condition
of the cows, however, in several of the sheds was far from
satisfactory, and in these cases the occupiers were warned that
they were offending against the requirements of Section 17 of
the Council’'s Regulations, which provides that every pur-
veyor of milk or person selling milk by retail, shall not cause
or suffer any cow belonging to him or under his care or con-
trol to be milked for the purpose of obtaining milk for sale:

(a) Unless, at the time of milking, the udder and teats
of such cow are thoroughly clean ; and

(b) Unless the hands of the person milking such cow, also,
are thoroughly clean, and free from all infection and
contamination.

Cautions were also given with respect to cowmen not
having washed their hands prior to milking. In this connec-
tion it is very satisfactory to note that in one of the larger
cowsheds lavatory basins, towels and soap, have been provided
for the use of the milkers, and the men who deliver the milk.

The number of cows kept in the district at about the end
of the year was 177.

In one of the dairies, the proprietorship of which changed
hauds, an existing building at the rear of the premises was
adapted as a store for milk and other dairy produce, the walls
being covered with white tiles and the floor formed with
concrete. The drains of one dairy were reconstructed, and the
whole of a large yard paved with concrete, and in another
dairy a large installation which had been laid down for
pasteurising, sterilising and bottling milk was brought into
use.

GAME LICENCES.

Twelve applications were received under Section 27 of the
Local Government Act, 1894, from tradesmen in the distriet
for licences to deal in game. A licence was granted in each
instance.
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PETROLEUM ACTS, 1871 TO 1881,

The above Acts provide for the safe keeping of petroleum
which, when tested in a prescribed manner, gives off an in-
flammable vapour at a temperature below 73 degress
Fahrenheit,

The ordinary petroleum oil, which is commonly used for
burning in lamps, flashes above the temperature of 73 degrees
Fahrenheit, and is therefore at present exem pt from the opera-
tion of the Petroleum Acts.

Eleven applications for licences to keep petroleum were
received and reported upon during the year, and in ten in-
stances licences were granted by your Council on the recom-
mendation of the Public Health Committee. In one case the
applicant did not carry out his original proposal, but sub-
mitted an amended application which was, however, refused,
as the method of storage was considered to be dangerous. The
applicant thereupon applied for a certificate of the grounds
of your Council’'s objection, in order that he might appeal
against the decision to the Secretary of State. He subse-
quently withdrew his request, and agreed to so arrange his
installation that the cause of your Coouncil’s objection would
be removed. The necessary licence was then granted.

The quantity of petroleum allowed to be kept at each of
the licensed stores varies from 20 to 2,000 gallons.  These
premises have been periodically inspected in order to see that
the conditions annexed to the licences were being properly
carried out, and it was occasionally necessary to caution several
of the licensees with respect to certain infringements.

No application has as yet been received for a licence to
keep Carbide of Caleium, which, by an Order in Council made
in 1897, was brought within the provisions of the Petroleum












