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CouNcinu OFFICES,
Erira,
Mavrch 19th, 1914.

To the Chairman and Members of the
Urban District Council of Erith.,

GENTLEMEN,

I have the honour to submit to you my Annual
Report for the year 1913 in accordance with the
Regulations of the Liocal Government Board.

As you are all aware, on the death of Dr. Baddeley,
who had been for some years the Medical Officer for the
Education Committee, it was decided to reorganise the
arrangements for the public health, and school medical
services, and to appoint one Medical Officer to devote
his whole time to the work of the Council, and act as
Medical Officer of Health, School Medical Officer, and
Medical Superintendent of the Sanatorium for Infectious
Diseases.

This arrangement came into force on April 1st, and

on that date I took up my duaties as a whole time
Officer.

The present report is somewhat different in its
arrangement from previous ones, being based on the
scheme outlined in a Memorandum from the Medical
Officer of the Local Government Board to Medical

Officers of Health on the preparation of their Annual
Reports for 1913.

My report as School Medical Officer on the work
done 1n that capacity is based on the lines indicated in
the Circular No. 596 of August, 1908, issued by the
Board of Education.

I am, Gentlemen,
Your obedient Servant,

A. E. JERMAN.



Annual Report for 1913.

A.—Natural and Social Conditions of the
District.

(I) Physical Features and General Character of the District.

The Urban District of Erith is situated on the south
bank of the River Thames, immediately outside the
County of London, which. forms the western boundary;
on the eastern side is the parish of Crayford, and south of
it is the Urban District of Bexley. The District is one
of the towns included in the ** Outer Ring,”” which makes
up ‘*‘ Greater London.”

The northern portion of the Distriet, which lies be-
tween the River Thames and the South Eastern and Chat-
ham Railway line, is 1,689 acres in extent, and consists
of marsh land, the level of which varies generally between
3 and 7 feet above ordnance datum, and is below that of
high water in the river. The remainder of the District
rises gradually towards the south to a height of approxi-
mately 200 feet above sea level.

(2) Population.

At the Census of 1911 the population was found to
be 27,750, made up of 14,143 males and 13,607 females.
The number of inhabited buildings was 5,129, and the
number of separate occupiers, 5,807. The average num-
ber of persons per inhabited building was 5.41, as com-
pared with 4.85 for all Urban Districts (excluding Lon-
don, and the County Boroughs) and 5.05 for the whole of
England and Wales. The average number of persons per
family was 4.71 for all dwellings, and 4.65 for ordinary
dwelling-houses, as compared with 4.55 and 4.43 for all
Urban Districts, and 4.51 and 4.38 for the whole of Eng-
land and Wales. The number of vessels lying in the
River Thames in the District at the date of the Census
was 30, with 153 inhabitants, and the number of per-
sons enumerated in tents, vans, sheds, ete., was 100, viz. :
51 males and 49 females, occupying 23 such erections.

The following table is taken from Vol. VI of the
(‘ensus Returns for 1911, and shows the number of build-
ings in the District, kind of building, and the number of
inhabitants : —
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In Vol. VII of the Census Returns are tables showing
the number of persons enumerated at the Census for each
year of age up to 20, and in quinquennial groups, and th=
numbers of persons married, single and widowed, and
these have been inserted here for the information of those
interested.

Table showing number of persons enumerated at
each year of age up to 20, and in quingquennial groups, at
Census of 1911 :—

Males. | Females] Males. | Females
Under 1 year. 305 841 | Under 5 years. 1,701 1,659
1 year 300 309 5 and under 10 1,797 1,870
2 years 341 320 10 " 15 1,658 1,564
i 361 343 15 - 20 1,248 1,088
P 385 gas §80 0, 96 976 919
B3z 364 B57 |25 ,, 80 996 | 1,018
o [ 345 393 30 " 35 1,083 1,032
; EF 367 368 35 iy 40 1,151 1,070
8 | 856 383 40 55 45 aa7 BR6
¥ 0 365 369 45 " 50 TH6 Tab
] 363 | 318 a0 e bb 562 a08
i [n ERSE. 857 339 | 55 " ti0 403 373
18 .. 338 320 | 60 ¥ 65 291 206
18 ., 312 206 65 " 70 211 232
14 .. 203 201 70 iy 75 170 159
L6 RS 267 247 5 " 80 120 91
i 280 280 §80. . 85 39 48
: 224 226 85 " 90 11 24
18 .. 248 205 90 - 95 ] 1
19 ¢, 229 190 | 95 and over - —
20 | 223 | 198 | motal all ages | 14,143 | 13,607

Table showing condition as to marriage of the popu-
lation of the District at the Census in 1911 : —

Females
Persons. Males. Females. T T
Unmarried ... | 15,997 5,399 7.598 2,319
Married Rkl - 10,653 5,312 a,341 3,610
Widowed ... i 1,100 432 G653 94

In 1912 I estimated the population at the middle of
the year to be 28,073 persons, this figure being obtainel
by the Registrar General’s method of calculation. For
the year 1913, the population calculated by the same
method would be 28,338, but 1 believe that this figure
is too low. At the time of the Census, there were 5,129
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inhabited dwellings, and 507 uninhabited. Since that
date 41 new houses have been certified as fit for human
habitation up to the end of 1913, and the majority of
houses empty then have been occupied; allowing 100 as
still unoccupied, and this is an outside figure, there would
be in the middle of 1913 approximately 5,577 inhabited
houses. If each of these had an average of 5.4 persons
inhabiting it the population at the middle of the year
would have been approximately 30,100, and believing
this estimate to be much nearer the truth than the one

mentioned above, I have taken it as the basis for the
statistics for the year.

The majority of the population in the district are
employed at one or other of the Factories established
here; these comprise factories in which are carried on:
cable making, gun making, oil refining, manufacture of
mining and other machinery, and manufacture of asbetos
and cement slates and slabs. A small number are engaged
in agricultural and horticultural pursuits.

B.—Sanitary Circumstances of the District.

(1) Water Supply.

This is obtained from the Metropolitan Water Board.
The water is very hard, but otherwise of good quality,

and the supply is ample for the requirement of the dis-
trict.

(2) Drainage and Sewerage.

The main portion of the sewage of the District is

carried by a sewer which was completed and opened in
1898.

This sewer consists of two portions; one taking the
sewage from the low-lying part of the District, and run-
ning from the western boundary near Abbey Wood Rail-
way Station to Erith. This portion is worked by the
Shone Pneumatic System, the ejectors being situated
about every half mile throughout its length, and being
worked by compressed air from the Outfall works at
Anchor Bay.

The remaining portion of the sewer brings the
sewage from the upper part of Belvedere and from
Northumberland Heath ; no ejectors are required on this
section, as the fall is sufficient to maintain a good flow
and keep the sewer clean,
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The Sewage Outfall Works are situated at Anchor
Bay, at the eastern end of the District, and here the
sewage is treated by means of septie tanks, aeration beds
and percolating filters, the effluent being discharged into
the River Thames.

There are 5 percolating filters with revolving dis-
tributors, and during the year an additional one has been
commenced, and is now approaching completion.

The plant at the Works consists of : —

1 50 h.p. gas engine, working air compressors.

1 45 h.p. electrically driven air compressor.

2 Gin. and 1 4in. electrically driven centrifugal
pumps for lifting the effluent from the
septic tank to the filters.

1 4in. electrically driven portable pump for lift-
ing sludge,

and ‘‘ Pressure '’ gas producing plant in dupli-
cate for working the gas engine.

During the year 1} acres of land were purchased by
the Council on the west side of the Sewage Disposal
Works, for the purpose of future extension when neces-
sary, after an enquiry by one of the Engineers of the
Local Government Board.

The Port of London Authority periodically take
samples of the efluent from these Works for the purpose
of Analysis; but for many years past there has been no
complaint made as to the quality of the efluent discharged
into the River Thames.

There are still a few houses in Erith connected to an
old brick sewer, which discharges direct into the River
Thames. As opportunity arises, these houses are grad-
ually being disconnected from this old sewer, and after
reconstruction of the drainage, connected to the new
sewer; 17 houses were so connected during 1913.

There are a number of houses situated on the Marshes
where no sewer is available for their drainage, and these
are, in the majority of cases, drained into cesspools. At
the upper portion of Abbey Wood there are also a number
of houses drained into cesspools owing to-ihere being no
sewer available. All these cesspools are emptied by the
Council when necessary, on notice of the same being
given by the tenant of the house.
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During the winter and wet weather the cesspools on
the Marshes are a constant source of trouble and nuisance.
Not only does the condition of the Marshes render 1t
extremely difficult, and sometimes almost impossible for
the cesspool emptying vans to reach those spots where
the cesspool matter may be deposited, but in many cases
the cesspools are not water-tight, and when the marsh
ground 1n waterlogged, the cesspools, after being emp-
tied, rapidly fill again with marsh water through the
cracks 1n the sides and bottoms of the cesspools.

During the year 25 houses were re-drained and con-
nected to the new sewer, which before then had been
drained into cesspools.

(3) Closet Accommodation.

The large majority of houses in the District are pro-
vided with water-closets of the wash-down type, the
sewage passing either to the sewer or cesspools.

Eight houses in the Distriet are provided with earth
closets, six of these being on the Marshes, the other two
being so situated that it was 1mpossible to construct
water-closets and connect them to the main sewer owing
to the difference in level.

Some of the larger factories situated on the Marshes
have a system of earth closets, and most of the smaller
ones are similarly provided.

(4) Scavenging.

House refuse is collected by the Council throughout
the District twice a week.

The Council’s Bye-laws require that occupiers should
place the refuse in proper sanitary dustbins, with covers,
either on the kerb or in the forecourts of the houses, or
in cases where there is at the backs of the houses a
passage-way sufficiently wide to admit a cart, the recep-
tacle may be placed near the door in the garden leading
into the passage. The refuse is deposited on various
shoots at Anchor Bay and on the Marshes, there being no
dust destructor. A man is employed on these shoots to
collect and burn all refuse which can be consumed 1n this
manner, such as paper, etc.

During the year the number of loads of refuse re-
moved was 6,350, as compared with 5,998 in 1912, and
5,649 in 1911. A statement showing the number of
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houses found to be without proper sanitary dustbins will
be found under the heading ** Housing,"" and in the table

attached. _
(5) Sanitary Inspections of the District,

The following tables have been prepared by the In-
spector of Nuisances, and summarise the matters dealt

with during the year: —

Inspections made during the year.

Houses visited for the detection of nuisances ......
Houses inspected under the Housing and Town

LR T Rt SRR B e A e
T T R S S DR
Cowsheds, dairies and milkshops ..........cccvneeenn.
s B AL e S TR e S UK S A AN e e
Outworkens”? PremIBEs ol iveibonssssmsens s vishs
BIRKOHOMBEE e b sbeidinmi s oS R e M S U Sl
IEMETS BHA0R. ot b R o e e s
Vans, tents and sheds used for human habitation...
Complpinte enquired 1000 ... coiviiares s smmnmimonsass

Rlesult of above Inspections.

Nudssncen deteptall: ... cnhiio duibasieibirsbaissmnsi
Preliminary notices served to abate nuisances ......
Statutory notices served to abate nuisances .........
IEVIAGTORN SREBEE . o e st debnm e s SRt sl
Notices 1ssued in respect of vans, tents and sheds...
Detives vompiiad witle ool b G a N
Notices issued under the Dairies, Cowsheds and

Malkshops QPARE . ....iiiciiiiki s s ss s
Wotises comaplind With .cocoiiiiiitiossiimm i
Notices issued under the Factory and Workshops

SR e e e e e e S BT
Notioes comphad -With oo me s iioiiiimoivesbsnsssans e
Notices issued to provide proper receptacles for

L R iy PSRN o L R S D T
Wotites comphiael Wbl '-. i nldlivids
Notices issued to properly pave and drain yards...
Notices comaplied With oo b8 VLN G
Number of  DroseeubioBe . .o isiisaiias i pansasingse

Nursances.

768

1236
70
42
44

8
4
ol)
86

162

461
238
134
363
4
4

3
51

3
J

550
397
207
139

Showing the number and nature of the nuisances
dealt with during the year by notices served under the

Public Health Acts: —
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Defective and choked drains ...............ccoiiiiiinn, 135
To repair damp and dilapidated dwellings ......... 76
0 IR FUBIED i ni i nan s tnn sm e v e's dbacaia mylalh b ok S 21
To provide and repair w.c. flushing cisterns ...... 18
'T'o provide water to w.c. cisterns ..............c..ccuus 23
To repair rainwater guttering and downpipes ...... 33
To remedy insanitary water cisterns for domestic
BEE: i B R s s LA SRR A A 27
To repair scullery sink wastes .........cccoovininenn. 65
To provide manure receptacles and drainage for
ghables Hil, et e T e 4
To cleanse and remedy insanitary urinals ......... 4
To remove foul accumulations .........c.cccvevnennns 23
To prevent overcroWding .......cc.sserssnrsvsnnsavans 4
Animals, fowls, ete., so kept as to be a nuisance ... 13
To cleanse dwelling houses ...........coivviviniincaninaa 19
461
Complaints.

162 complaints were received during the year, as
compared with 131 in the previous year. Each complaint
was investigated, and the list shows the nature of the
nuisances found : —

Defective and choked drains .......cccccceiniiniiinnass H
Cesspools overflowing .........c.cocevvsierisuiasasnnienes

Ineanitary Uringls - ..:.cocciiiniiomomnmmieisanmnsnnnres

BHITEr BORNBE  .liiiiiiaisiiiis i rinsa s i s v

Damp and dilapidated premises ..............coeiinnin. P
T00 WATEE BUDDLY - -+ «xoinvivssssinerininsns cnnmesisnnsmknstnssnn
Overcrowding of premises ...............ceiviiniiniinn
Back yards in bad state of repair .............enin
House refuse not collected .........covvvenviinniiniienn.
Accumulation of filth, fish offal, ete. .....coocieiiniin
Animals improperly kept ....cooevviniiiiiiiiiiiiiiininn
Absence of stable drainage ...........ccoivineriainaiane,
Re caravan dwellers ........cccciiiiiiniriamminiasnnsancess
Smoke nuisance ............. b sids bk connsesssisesaearie
Re sanitary conveniences in Factories ...............

P
TSI B 00 00 b= D Do =1 2 W 00 B0 = H=

it
=]
[ ]




Infectious Disease.

Number of cases enquired into ...........cooevvvnvnnn. 254
Number of cases removed to Sanatorium ............ 140
Number of cases removed to Bow Arrow Hospital 7
Number of houses disinfected ........covivevrnvneeniens 163

Food Inspection.

The following were surrendered to me as unfit for
human consumption : —
3 Boxes of Fish (2 of herrings and 1 of witches).
1 Box of Kippered Herrings.
2 Bags of Shell Fish (winkles).

No Tuberculous meat was detected during the vear.

Cleansing.
Number of cesspools emptied ........cocovvniiiiinnnnnn. 449
Number of loads of sewage removed .................. 2697
Number of loads of house refuse removed ......... 6350

Housing and Town Planning Aect, 1909.

Owing to a number of houses, which had been al-
ready inspected under the Inspection of District Regula-
tions, being found on re-inspection to have had nothing
done to them to remedy the defects found, 1 was in-
structed to re-inspect them, and where possible to serve
statutory notices under Section 94 of the Public Health
Act, 1875.

The following is the result of those inspections: —

Number of houses inspected .........cccocvvviennnnsn. 510
Number of houses where defects had been remedied 134
Number of houses where work was being done ...... 225
Number of houses where nothing had been done... 151
Number of houses where nuisances existed ...... 87
Number of statutory notices served .................. 76
Number of statutory notices complied with ...... 47
Number of statutory notices not complied with ... 15
Number of statutory notices served where the work

U8 DI RRORUR i i o v 5 i v o 14

Prosecutions.

Four persons were proceeded against during the year
for infringement of the Council’s Bye-laws relating to
Tents, Vans and Sheds used for human habitation.

In all four cases the defendants were ordered to pay
the costs.
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Overcrowding.

Seven complaints were received during the year that
houses were overcrowded. These were all investigated,
and in four instances overcrowding was found. Notices
w?rﬁ} served in each of these cases, and were complied
with.

(a) The house consisted of 6 rooms; 3 living and
3 sleeping rooms. The number of occupants were
2 families; husband, wife and 4 children, and
mother and six children, a total of 14 persons.

(lb] The house consisted of 7 rooms; 3 living and
4 sleeping rooms. Three familes occupied it; hus-
band, wife and 5 children ; a mother and two sons;
an old man and his nephew ; total of 12 persons.

(¢) The house consisted of 4 rooms; 2 living and
2 sleeping. Occupiers: 2 families; husband and
wife and 2 female lodgers; husband and wife six
children ; total 12 persons.

(d) The house consisted of 2 rooms, occupied
by 2 families. The exact numbers of each family
could not be ascertained, but the house was over-
crowded.

(6) Premises and Occupations which can be controlled by
Bye-laws and Regulations.

Tents, Vans and Sheds.

There are a number of vans and sheds situated on
the Marshes at Abbey Wood which are permanently occu-
pied by persons carrying on the trade of hawkers. In
former years the numbers of these have been augmented
at various periods of the year by others, who are occu-
pied in fruit and hop-picking during the summer and
autumn. Numerous complaints have been received from
time to time as to the insanitary conditions under which
these people exist, and some of them have been prosecu-
ted for breach of the Council’s Bye-laws with success.

During the past year these vans have been very fre-
quently inspected, and in three cases the occuplers were
prosecuted for breach of the Bye-laws, a conviction being
secured in each case. The effect of the rigorous mspec-
tion carried out and of the prosecutions has been a
material improvement in the mode of life and the sur-
roundings of those people permanently located at this

place.
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The action of the South Eastern and Chatham Ruil-
way Company in closing and locking the gates of the
Railway Crossing giving access to the land on which these
vans are, and only allowing keys to approved persons,
has very greatly assisted the Council in this matter, and
has prevented this year the immigration of several vans
and their occupiers.

Factories, Offensive Trades.

In 1911, Seection 51 of the Public Health Aects
Amendment Act, 1907, was adopted in the Distriet, and
in July, 1912, the Council made an Order declaring each
of the following trades and businesses to be an Offensive
Trade, viz. : —Blood-drier, Tanner, Leather Dresser, Fat
Melter or Fat Extractor, Glue Maker, Size Maker, Gut
Scraper, FFish Frier, Manufacture of Manure from Fish,
Fish Offal, Blood or other putrescible Animal Matter, and
the Manufacture of Animal Charcoal.

The Bye-laws regulating the carrying on of these
trades were revised, and afterwards received the consent
of the Local Government Board, and these are now in
force in the Distriet.

The trades of this deseription at present carried on
in the District are those of Fish Frier, Fat Melter, Fat
Extractor, and the Manufacture of Manure from Fish and
Fish Offal.

The various premises at which these trades are car-
ried on have been periodically inspected during the year,
and have been found satisfactory on each occasion, so
that no notices of any kind whatever have been necessary.

(7) Schools.
See annual Report of School Medical Officer.

(8) Food. (a) Milk Supply.

There are 11 cowsheds in the occupation of 5 cow-
keepers, and 23 dairymen and purveyors of milk regis-
tered in the District. There are about 70 cows, and these
have been regularly inspected by the Veterinary Surgeon
appointed by the Council. This gentleman furnishes a
report quarterly to the Council, and during 1913 no case
of tuberculosis was found among the cows.

During the year the cowsheds, dairies and milkshops
have been regularly inspected, and have on the whole
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been found in satisfactory condition. Three notices were
served under the Dairies, Cowsheds and Milkshops Order;
one to limewash buildings, and repair the floor and open
channel ; one to provide proper lighting and ventilation;
and one to limewash buildings.

Samples of the milk sold in the District are taken by
the Inspector of the Kent County Council, and out of 62
samples taken during the year, 9 were found to be
slightly deficient in some way, and 1 sample was so
much adulterated that the vendor was fined £5 and costs
on prosecution.

(b)  Slaughter Houses.

There are 4 Slaughtier Houses on the Register, these
have been regularly inspected, and found in a clean and
satisfactory condition. These mspections have been
made both at times when slaughtering is in progress and
at other times, but no tuberculous meat was found during
the year. The animals slaughtered in the District have
been in good condition, and have produced meat of good
guality.

(¢) Bakehouses.

There are 14 Bakehouses in the District, none of .
them being under ground. One has not been in use dur-
ing the year. They have been kept under regular in-
spection, and with one exception have been found clean
and satisfactory; in this case notice was served to lime-
wash walls and ceilings, and was complied with.

(d) Other Food.

The following fish were surrendered to the Inspector of
Nuisances during the year as unfit for human consump-
tion : —

3 boxes of fish (2 herrings, and 1 witches).
1 box of kippered herrings.
2 bags of shellfish (winkles).

(¢) Sale of Foods and Drugs Aects.

The Local Authority for the administration of these
Acts is the Kent County Council.

I have obtained from the Clerk to the County Council
a return showing the number of samples taken by their
Inspector in this Distriet during 1913, with the result of
the examination of the samples and any subsequent
action taken in connection therewith. The return shows
that 116 samples were taken, as compared with 84 the
previous year
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One sample of milk contained 22.1 per cent. of added
water, and the Vendor was prosecuted, and fined £5.

A Table is attached showing number and description of
samples taken during 1913,

m
Q ®
2 le|= 3
FHEIEIEIE
Article. w2 B S| g 8 |8 Remarks.
e E & o e =)
52 S |8 |8 (8|8
o =
= |
. Mi | (@) 4 snmples were slight]
i 2 el BT | ) | below thuplegn.!. !imufngr ' d
| (D) 4 samples slightly below
; | limit for non-fatty solids.
. {e) 1 sample slightly defi-
| cient in both fat and non-
| fatty solids.
! (d) 1 sampla contained 22.1
per cent. of added water,
| The vendor was prosecuted
| and convicted, penalty £5
and 118. costs.
i Milk ... 1 1 Slightly deficient in non-
Bkimmed Mi 5 4 fatty solids.
Butter ... ..l 26 | 24 2 2 {(z) 1 sample contained 3.3
pbor eent. exceoss of water,
k) 1 sample contained .5
per cent. excess of water.
Larﬂ. L - 3 3
Whiskey {Irish) 4 3 1 1 lhﬁifeﬂﬂﬁ below legal
o | (Bootch) | 2| 3|1 1 .I':[ﬂ _ilugm: below legal
1T
Brandy ... 1 1 i ﬁi itzagmw below  legal
mit,
Rum ... - Ll e | | '
Gin | i | 1
Margarine ... 1| 1
Flﬂm - TR l 1
Ground Rice 1 1
Fine Oatmeal 1 1
Coffee ... 1 1
Mustard ... i S (] O ©
Malt Vinegar ...| 1 1 1 S]Igt{:hlr deficient in acetic
BCId.
() 1 sample contained .5
Uream s » per cent. of Borie Acid de-
i clared on label in accord-
ance with Milk and Cream
Regulations 1912,
bl 1 sample contained .16
per cent. Boric Aecid = 11
grains per pound.
Cream of Tartar 1 1 1 Slightly below limitallowed
by British Pharmacoporein.
Demerara Sugar | 1| 1
Totals ...[116 | 96 | 19 1|19 1
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(99 Housing.

The majority of the houses in the District are cot-
tages containing 4 or 6 rooms, some built in terraces,
some in flats of two stories, while others are detached or
semi-detached. A very great number of these have
been built in recent years in accordance with the bye-laws
of the Council, and these have ample airspace both at
back and front. Some of the older houses, however, are
somewhat cramped at the backs.

In 1900 the works in the District were very busy, anil
practically every house in the District was occupied,
while building proceeded rapidly to supply the demand
for houses by the workmen who came to the Distriet.
Towards 1906, however, slackness of work, and labour
troubles caused the emigration of a large number of work-
men, and at one time about 750 of these cottages were
empty.

At the time of the Census in 1911, there were 447 un-
inhabited houses, the large majority of them being cot-
tages. Since then, however, there has been a revival of
trade in the District, and at the middle of 1913 there can
have been only a few houses empty.

At the present time the accommodation provided in
the District seems to be equal to the demand made on it;
should, however, any more works or factories be estab-
lished in the District, with a corresponding influx of
workmen, the men would have some difficulty in obtain-
ing suitable houses.

Before the depression in trade occurred, many men
were buying their own houses, through Building and
other similar Societies, and when the bad times came they
were unable to keep up their payments, and were obliged
to sell at a loss.

In many other cases houses which had stood empty
for some time were taken over by the mortgagees, as the
man who built them was unable to keep the interest paid
up regularly.

The effect of all this was to stop any building in the
District, and it is only in the last two years that builders
have regained confidence, and have started to build again.

During the year 1,236 houses were inspected; 437
were found to have some defect in the water supply, 263
in closet accommodation, 351 in drainage, 326 in ventila-
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tion ; 454 had some evidence of dampness, 221 were dirty,
in 534 the yard paving was in bad condition, in 486 there
was some defect in the disposal of house refuse, while in
938 there was some defect other than those specified.

As the result of these inspections, preliminary notices
were served in 1,142 cases, pointing out the defects noted
at the time of inspection, and requesting the owner to
have them remedied. In the majority of cases the work
necessary was carried out. If, on re-inspection, it was
found that no steps were being taken to remedy defects,
where it was possible, statutory notices were served.

Wherever notices were served, re-inspection was ear-
ried out, some houses having to be visited on 3, 4 or even
more occasions. The total number of visits of re-inspeec-
tion made was 1,944,

The result of the notices was that 603 houses had had
the defects remedied by the end of the year, 37 were in
course of repair, while in 502 nothing had been done.

At the end of 1912 there were 144 houses which were
inspected during that year, where nothing had been done
to remedy the defects found. During 1913 these houses
were re-inspected, and in 110 the necessary work was car-
ried out. In the remaining 34 the defects were of quite
a minor character, and such as not to constitute a nuis-
ance, or to be in any way detrimental to the health of the
tenants.

Number of houses inspected ..........cccovviiiiiinnnns 1,236
Number of houses which were considered to be in
such a state, or so dangerous, or injurious to
health as to be unfit for human habitation ... 19

Number of houses represented ...........ccoviiienns 1Y

Number of Closing Orders made............ccevnvnnnn. 14

Number of houses in which defects were remedied
withoot & Closing BIEAer. ..vscinvisnsssianisinns 645

Number of houses which, after the making of a
Closing Order, were put into a state fit for

PR MBI - 5o s vvicn s s S psin e i g 3
Number of Orders for Demolition made............... ]
Number of Orders determining Closing Orders...... 10*

*Two of these have reference to houses where Closing
Orders had been made in previous years.

As a rule the owners of property in the District have
proved quite ready and willing to do such work as is
necessary to keep their houses in good condition. In a
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ood many cases the dilapidations are due to the tenants'
themselves, and houses which have been put into good
condition have become in a short time almost as bad as
before through the carelessness and dirtiness of the
tenant; soap and water are cheap enough, but in many
cases the use of them seems to be regarded as superfluous.

Nineteen houses were represented by me as unfit for
human habitation, and Closing Orders were made in 14
cases.

Houses Represented. Whether C. 0. Resnlt.
made or not.

Orient Cottages, T Houses ... C.0. made Houses thoroughly
renovated
9, High Street .| ©C.0. made House thoroughly
renovated
95, 95a and 97, High Street ... C.0. made | Demolition order
| made ...

Bedonwell Road .| ©.0. made :i House demolishe

Abbey Wood Marshes (2 huts) ..., C.0. made |

Albert Road (4 houses) ..., C.0. not made Houses renovated
by owner

University Place (1 house) .... C.0.not made | Owner has agree

' to do necessar
work. ...

In addition to the above houses a number of houses
which were dilapidated have been put into good repair
by the owners on their attention being called to the de-
fects by letter. These were not considered to be unfit for
habitation, but their condition was such as to be seriously
detrimental to the health of the tenants, or to be a
nuisance.

A table showing the Inspections made under the
Housing (Inspection of District) Regulations of the Local
Government Board is appended, which also shows the
defects found and number of notices served.

Water Supply.

In 437 houses, some defect in this was found. In
the large majority of these cases the drinking water was
obtained from a cistern which had no proper cover to
prevent the access of dust to the water; in many cases
also the cistern was found to be fixed in an unsuitable
position, such as in an outhouse communicating with a
water closet, in the floor of a bedroom, or so close to the
ceiling of a scullery that it was impossible to obtain ac-
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cess to it for the purpose of cleaning it out. The Metro-
politan Water Board require every house supplied by
them to be provided with a storage cistern, but it is
always advisable for a house to have in addition, a tap
supplying water direct from the main, so that drinking
water, or water used in the preparation of food need not
pass through the cisterns. These cisterns should always
be so fixed as to be easily accessible for cleaning, they
should be cleaned out regularly and covered with a close-
fitting dust-proof cover. Cases were noticed where a few
loose boards were placed on the top of the cistern, and
where there was a thick, dirty deposit in the cistern,
which had not been cleaned out for months.

Closet Accommodation.

In 263 houses some defect was found in respect of
closet accommodation. In the majority of cases the de-
fect lay in the flushing apparatus, the flushing cistern
being out of order in some cases, and in others there
being a leaking joint between the ﬂushmg down pipe and
the pan. In still other cases the pan was cracked and
leaking, and in others again there was no flushing appara-
tus at all, the closets being flushed by hand. In a cer-
tain number of cases the building itself was in a dilapi-
dated condition.

Drainage.

There was some defect in the drainage in 351 houses.
In most cases the defect was of a minor character, such
as the absence of the mica flap in the fresh-air inlet pipe.
In some cases the top of the fresh-air inlet was broken oft
and the pipe filled up with rubbish; in a few cases the
joints of the upcast ventilating shaft were not properly
made, allowing escape of drain air, and in others the iron
cover of the inspection chamber was broken.

In some cases the drain was choked, and sewage ac-
cumulated in the inspection chamber and the whole of the

drains.

Ventilation.

In 326 houses there was some defect in the ventila-
tion. In every case this defect was in the ventilation of
the space under the ground floor. Some houses were
found to have no means of ventilating this space, while in
others the air-bricks or gratings were broken and blocked

 up with earth or rubbish.
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Dampness.

There was dampness to some appreciable extent
found in 454 houses. In some cases this was due to the
porosity of the bricks used, the aspect of the outer walls,
and the want of pointing. In other cases it was due to
defective guttering and down pipes, which allowed the
rain-water from the roof to run down the walls. Other
cases again were caused by defective slates in the roof,
while in some of the older houses the damp was due to
absence of a proper damp-proof course above the founda-
tions.

Condition of Yards, etc.

In 534 houses the yards at the back were found to be
unpaved, or to have the paving broken and defective, or
to be so laid as not to have a proper and sufficient fall to
carry off the surface water. As the Council have adopted
Section 25 of the P.H. Acts Amendment Act (1507{, it
was possible, when a preliminary notice failed to result in
the defects being remedied, to serve a statutory notice
under this section; 207 such notices were served, and by
the end of the year 139 had been complied with.

Disposal of Refuse.

In each of the 486 cases where there was a defect in
this matter, it was due to the absence of a proper sanitary
dust-bin with cover. Various kinds of substitutes were
in use, buckets, zinc baths, pails, and wooden boxes,
none of them being provided with a properly fitting
cover; HH0 notices were served to provide proper dust-
bins, and in 397 cases were complied with.

Other Matters.

In 938 houses some defect was found which could not
be classified under any of the preceding heads. These
were of various kinds; sink waste-pipes either not dis-
charging into a proper gulley, or broken off at the point
where they issued through the wall, and allowing the
waste water to run down the wall ; defective kerbs to gul-
leys; absence of rain-water guttering; defects in floors,
wooden or paved ; dilapidated walls, plaster, and ceilings;
and broken or defective window frames and doors.



(10) Workshops, Workplaces, etc.

There are 90 workshops and workplaces on the
Register, which is required to be kept by the ILocal
Authority, but of these a number are *‘ Domestic '’ work-
shops, 1.e., only members of the family are employed.

These have been inspected during the year, and in
3 cases it was found necessary to serve notice to remedy
some defect.

"One notice referred to overcrowding in the work-
shop, one notice required the lime-washing of walls and
ceiling, and the third required the remedying of a defec-
tive sanitary convenience. They were all complied with.

Eight lists of ** Outworkers’ were received from
other Local Authorities, but none from employers in the
District ; the premises occupied by these outworkers have
been inspected, and found satisfactory in every case.

C.—Sanitary Administration of the District.

(1) Staff ; Work of Inspector of Nuisances and other
Officers engaged in Sanitary Work.

The Staff consists of myself as Medical Officer of
Health, Medical Officer in charge of the Sanatorium for
Infectious Diseases and School Medical Officer; D. B.
Davies, as Inspector of Nuisances, he holds the certificata
of the Royal Sanitary Institute as Inspector of Nuisances,
and for the inspection of Meat and other foods; T.
Vaughan as Assistant Sanitary Inspector, he holds the
same certificates, and his duties have been chiefly the in-
spection of houses under the Housing and Town Planning
Act, 1909 ; no Clerk is provided, and this necessitates the
Inspectors themselves doing the clerical work of the de-
partment, which could be equally well done by a Clerk,
an arrangement which would relieve the highly-trained
Inspectors, and give them more time for their own special
duties.

(2) Hospital Accommodation.

The Sanatorium for Infectious Diseases 1s situated at
Little Heath, Belvedere, near the centre of the southern
boundary of the District.

It consists of an administration block, one block of
two wards (containing four beds each) for Diphtheria, and
two wards (14 beds in each) for Scarlet Fever. These are
all brick-built.
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There is also an iron building containing 2 wards (for
8 beds each), but this is not in use at present, though it is
kept in thorough repair so as to be available should an
epidemic oceur, and render the accommodation in the
brick wards insufficient.

In addition there are a porter’s lodge, laundry and
dlrymg room, steam disinfector, mortuary and ambulance
sheds.

~ Two ambulances are kept, and a van for removal of
infected bedding. No horses are kept at the Sanatorium,
but are hired from a local contractor as necessity arises.

The Staff at the Sanatorium consists of a Matron,
4 Nurses, with the necessary domestic staff, a laundress,
and a porter, who resides in the porter’s lodge.

On January lst, 1913, there were in the Sanatorium
15 patients, viz., 7 Scarlet Fever and 8 Diphtheria; dur-
ing the year there were admitted 105 cases of Scarlet
Fever, and 34 cases of Diphtheria, and there were dis-
charged 89 cases of Scarlet Fever and 37 cases of Diph-
theria. Omne case of Scarlet Fever and one of Diph-
theria died in the Sanatorium. On December 31st there
were in hospital 26 patients, viz., 22 Scarlet Fever, and 4
Diphtheria.

In addition 2 cases were admitted which had been
notified as suffering from Scarlet Fever, but were found
to be suffering from Measles. One of these died on
the second day after admission from Broncho-pneumonia.

No patient who has been suffering from Diphtheria
is discharged from the Sanatorium until a bacteriological
examination of a swab taken from the throat, or from
any discharge that may exist, shows that the Bacillus of
Diphtheria is no longer present, at least two consecutive
negative results being required.

Table showing the number of patients treated during

the year.

BSecarlet . i

TlavGE. Diphtheria, Total.
In Hospital, Januvary 1st, 1918 ...| 7 ) 15
Admitted during year . 103 34 139
Discharged ,, . 89 | a7 126
DiEﬂ " T s ++a| 1 | 1 2
In Hospital, December 31st, 1913 22 | 4 26
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Table showing comparative returns of admissions during
the past 10 years.

| ‘ |
Il]ﬂ-i'llﬂ{lﬁllﬂl]ﬁ 190719081909 191[):1911!1512 1913

Secarlet Fever <o T4 1107 | 90 (102 107 [122 | B4 | 78 I a0 105
Enteric Fever o S ¢ i S [ O |
Diphtheria ... .- 30|88 (352232 |20|21|27|27| 84

Total ...122 |141 (141 [126 |139 [i51 iliIZIE 105 | T7 139
I

Table showing period of detention in the Sanatorium of
the cases under treatment there during 1913,

Total Number

Number of : Average stay
; - of days in .
Disease. Patients. Hospital. per patient.
Diphtheria a5 2110 80.9
Searlet Fever a0 3843 42.7
Diphtheria.
Niloe B omail-3 ok chsivas ik ssntadponm e g b 1
N L N L e Ny 2
L T e e 11
MO EEICR € akiiey itk W ki s bemnstiy % 12
T ARIER - (o onchin it e wie b R i wace T b
18 . weeky a0l BRBE. | il i i i

The longest period that a patient suffering from Diph-
theria was detained was 21 weeks 1 day, and the shortest
3 weeks 3 days.

Scarlet Fever.

Pnder D waslks .0l il 13
R T R AT S LEOR- B RN Rt v LS SR e 2 36
e S Y B D PR G A Ty T I 31
8-10 weeks ........ e e P LY 6
o L o R G B e e o Bt 4

The longest period that a patient suffering from
Scarlet Fever was detained was 11 weeks 2 days, and the
shortest 3 weeks. _

(3) Administration of Local Acts or General Adoptive
Acts in force in the District.

The following adoptive Acts or portions thereof are
in force in the District : —
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The Infectious Diseases (Prevention) Act, 1890.

The Public Health Acts Amendment Act, 1890.

The Public Health Acts Amendment Act 1907 (See-
tions 19, 21, 22, 23, 25, 31 and 33 in Part 11., and Section
51 in Part I11. }

(4) Chemical and Bacteriological Work during the Year.

No laboratory is attached to the Public Health De-
Ei:.r‘tment, but the County Laboratory, established at
Maidstone, carries out any necessary bacteriological ex-
aminations. Under present arrangements each medical
man practising in the Distriet is supplied by the County
Medical Officer with the necessary apparatus for taking
swabs or blood, and when taken these are forwarded to
Maidstone for examination. Reports on the results
tound are forwarded both to the medical man concerned,
and also to myself as Medieal Officer of Health, and at
the same time fresh apparatus is forwarded to the medical
man to replace the one used.

During 1913, 184 swabs were sent for examination
for Diphtheria Bacilli. Of these 16 were sent by Medical
Practitioners, 4 with positive and 12 with negative re-
sults; 11 were sent by myself from persons who had been
in contact with cases of Diphtheria, and 2 were found to
be harbouring the Bacillus in their throats, although they
had no clinical symptoms of the disease. The remaining
157 were swabs taken from convalescent patients in the
Sanatorium, 77 proved to be positive, and 80 negative.

During the same period 17 specimens of sputum, and
1 of pleuritic effusion were sent up for examination for the
presence of the Tubercule Bacillus; the result was posi-
tive in 6 cases, and negative in 11 cases where sputum was
examined, and negative in the case of the examination of
pleuritic fluid.

D.—Prevalence of and Control over Acute
Infectious Diseases.

There were 176 cases of Infectious Disease (not in-
cluding cases of Tuberculosis) notified during 1913, as
compared with 141 in 1912. Of these 115 were Scarlet
Fever, 38 Diphtheria, 11 Erysipelas, 10 Enteric Fever,
and 2 Puerperal Fever.
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Comparative returns of Infectious Disease notified
during the past 10 years:—

| |
Disease. 19041905 190619071908 lﬂﬂ'ﬂilﬁ'lﬂ' 1911 [1912{1913
Smallpox ... st GE A8 ' l
Diphtheria... o 52 | 59 |106 | 44 | 60 | 45 | 32 | B5 | 42 | 8B
Membranous Croup 1
Erysipelas ... ... 83 |29 (35|19 |14 (18|20 ( 19 |21 |11
Bearlet Fever ...| 98 |163 |145 |150 [140 |181 |129 | 99 | 68 [115
Enteric Fever ...| 1315|2011 13| 5| 8| & 7110
Continued Fever ... . 1
Puerperal Fever ...[ 2 R 2 1 2| 2
Chicken-pox i 52
i mths.
Poliomyelitis 1
| | | i
1199 (269 1816 924 (220 249 [185 | 211 (141 |176

Scarlet Fever.

There were 115 cases of Scarlet Fever notified dur-
ing 1913, as compared with 68 in 1912. Of these 79 oc-
curred in children between 5 and 15 years of age, and 26
in children between 1 and 5.

Two cases in children under 1 year old which were
notified as Scarlet Fever proved to be measles, and these
are not included in the above number.

The large majority of these cases were notified dur-
ing the latter half of the year, and the rise in the num-
ber of cases began in July and August, while the schools
were closed for the summer holiday. One school was
affected to a much larger extent than any of the others,
but although several inspections were made of various
classes in this school, for the purpose of detecting misseil
cases, no case was so found. At the Routine Medical In-
spection, however, 1 child was found to have a slight rash
which proved to be due to Scarlet Fever.

The number of houses affected by the disease was 95
in 82 houses only one case occurred, in 8 two cases, in 8
three cases, and in 2 four cases. '

The attack rate for the disease was 3.82 per 1,000 of
the population, as compared with 2.42 per 1,000 the pre-
vious year.

Out of the 115 cases which occurred, 106 were re-
moved to the Isolation Hospital for treatment, a percent-

age of 92.2.
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: Une death occurred from the disease, which gives a
death rate of .033 per 1,000, and a case mortality of .87
per cent.

In a number of cases which were notified, the child
was found to be desquamating; no sore throat had oc-
curred, and no rash had been noticed by the parents, so
that no suspicion of the nature of the illness had been
aroused until the child was found to be peeling.

It is cases of this nature that cause the spread of the
disease, and render it almost impossible to entirely pre-
vent further cases.

Return cases occurred in connection with 6 patients
discharged from the Sanatorium. As stated in previous
reports, it is impossible to eliminate these entirely. In
an endeavour to prevent their being a source of infection,
a leaflet is given to the parents or relatives of each case
discharged from the Hospital, pointing out that it is a
potential source of infection, and advising such precau-
tions as may obviate trouble.

Diphtheria.

The number of cases of Diphtheria notified during
1913 was 38, as compared with 42 in 1912. Of these 20
occurred in children between the ages of 5 and 15 years,
and 15 in children between 1 and 5.

One case occurred in a child which had been taken t>
one of the London Hospitals, some days after its admis-
slon as an in-patient, and two cases were cases which pre-
sented no clinical symptoms, but were found on bacterio-
logical examination to be harbouring the bacillus of Diph-
theria in their throats, after contact with a case of clinieal
Diphtheria.

The number of houses affected by this disease was 32 ;
in 27 one case only occurred, in 4 two cases, and 1 in
three cases.

The attack rate for the disease was 1.26 per 1,000 of
the population, as compared with 1.42 the previous year.

The number of deaths was 3, which gives a death rate
of .099 per 1,000, and a case mortality of 7.9 per cent.

Thirty-four of the cases notified were removed to the
Sanatorium for treatment, a percentage of 89.47.

There were no return cases, a result due to the fact
that before a case which has been suffering from Diph-
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theria is discharged from the Sanatorium the bacterio-
logical examination of swabs taken from the throat must
show a negative result on two consecutive occasions.

Table showing the number of cases of Scarlet Fever
and Diphtheria which have occurred in any particular

school in 1913.

Sohool. | Scarlet Fever. | Diphtheria.

Crescent Road ... 9 3
Manor Road ... 2 1
Central siia] 3 3
Bt. Augustine's Rtmrl i 33 4
St. Fidelis’ 24 5 —
Belvedere Boys’ il 1 1
All Saints’ i 16 7
Brook Street 2 . 1
Picardy 11 o
Private and Cuunt.y 3 v
Not attending any school ool 30 | 18

Totals i 115 38

Enteric Fever.

Ten cases of Enteric Fever were notified during the
year with 2 deaths. Five cases occurred in children be-
tween 5 and 15 years of age, one between the ages of 15
and 25, and 4 between the ages of 20 and 45, and it
was among the last four that the two deaths occurred.

The death rate from Enteric Fever was .066 per 1,000,
and the case mortality 20 per cent. The attack rate for

the disease was .33 per 1,000, as compared with .24 in
1912.

Seven of the cases mentioned above were all clearly
connected with each other, four of them occurring in
one family between February and April, one occurring
in a next door neighbour, one in a girl who had been look-
ing after some of the children in that family who were not
ill, while the other case was that of a mother who nursed
her child with an attack, which was thought to be diar-
rheea, but in all probability was Enteric Fever, this child
having been nursed by the girl above mentioned, before
she became ill. The cause of the disease in the first case,
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a boy of 12, could not be ascertained, but there was no
history of any illness in any of the family previously
which might have been Enteric Fever.

In the other 3 cases, the origin of the disease could
not be traced.

Measles.

This disease is not notifiable in the District, so that
it is not possible to ascertain what number of cases oc-
curred during the year.

The disease was much less prevalent during the year
1913 than it had been the vear before, and only 3 deaths
occurred, one being that of an infant under 1 year of
age, and two between the ages of 1 and 2 years.

Whooping Cough.

This disease was much less prevalent in 1913 than it
had been in the previous year, and there were no deaths
due to it.

Mumps.

This was very prevalent in the early part of 1913, but
there were no fatal cases.

E.—Prevalence of, and Control over Tuber-
culosis.

On February 1st, 1913, all forms of Tuberculosis be-
came notifiable under Regulations of the Local Govern-
ment Board; before that, only Pulmonary Tuberculosis
was notifiable,

Pulmonary Tuberculosis has been notifiable in this
Distriet since July, 1906. At first this notification was
voluntary, but in 1908 the Local Government Board
issued Regulations making all cases of Phthisis in Poor
Law Institutions or receiving Poor Law Medical relief,
compulsorily notifiable.

A further advance was made in 1911, when all cases
of Phthisis attending a Hospital or Dispensary were made
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compulsorily notifiable, while in January, 1912, all cases
of Phthisis, whether in institutions or under the care of
medical practitioners in private practice, were made
notifiable.

While voluntary notification was in force the num-
ber of cases notified was only very few, but after the in-
troduction of compulsory notification, the number went
up considerably.

The number of notifications during each year since the
adoption of voluntary notification is as follows: —

| | |
1906 1807 1908 1909 ‘ 1910 | 1911 |1912| 1913

10 16 | 12 14 24 43 | 59 | 63Pulm.
6 months | - ‘ | 17 other
only | ' i

A table showing classification of notifications
received during 1913, according to sex, age, and organ
affected by the disease is shown on page 32.

There were 27 deaths from various forms of Tuber-
culosis during 1913 ; of these, 20 were due to Pulmonary
Tuberculosis, 4 to Tuberculous Meningitis, 2 to abh-
dominal Tuberculosis, and 1 to General Tuberculosis.
The death rate from all forms of Tuberculosis in 1913 was
89 per 1,000, as compared with 1.38 in 1912, and the
rate from Pulmonary Tuberculosis was .66 per 1,000, as
compared with 1.14 in 1912.

On Page 33 is a table showing the deaths from
Tuberculosis during 1911, 1912, and 1913, classified
according to sex, age, and organ affected.
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I give diagrams showing (A) comparative returns of
d_eathgl from Tuberculosis during the past 11 years, dis-
tinguishing those due to Pulmonary Tuberculosis from
those due to other forms of Tuberculosis; (B) the percent-
age of total deaths each year due to (1) all forms of Tuber-
culosis, and (2) Pulmonary Tuberculosis, and (C) death
rates per 10,000 of the population from {1? all forms of
Tuberculosis, and (2) Pulmonary Tuberculosis.

All cases of Tuberculosis are visited, and in the case
of those suffering from the pulmonary form of the dis-
ease, disinfectants and pocket sputum cups are supplied,
together with cards giving short directions as to the mode
of life, and the precautions to be taken to prevent, as far
as possible the infection of other inmates of the house.
Where deaths have occurred from Tuberculous disease,
or on the removal of a person who has been suffering from
such disease, the house is disinfected by the Sanitary
Authority, and such disinfection is carried out at other
times on request.

No Sanatorium or Tuberculosis Dispensary has been
provided by the Sanitary Authority, but those persons
who are entitled to benefit under the National Insurance
Act, have received Sanatorium treatment in 19 cases, and
domiciliary treatment in other cases. Other cases which
were not entitled to benefit under the National Insurance
Act, have received treatment either as in-patients or out-
patients at one or other of the London Hospitals.

Of the 17 cases notified as suffering from some form
of Tuberculosis other than Pulmonary, 10 were at the
time of notification inmates of a London Hospital, or some
other institution of a similar nature.

The facilities for treatment of persons suffering from
Tuberculosis have been greatly augmented by the estab-
lishment of a Dispensary by the Kent County Council in
the District, in January this year.

The educational value of a stay in a Sanatorium is
already becoming evident; those cases who have had the
advantage of such a stay, have learned by practical ex-
perience the best mode of life for themselves, and the mea-
sures best caleulated to minimise the danger of their being
a source of infection to other people, and they have, as far
as possible, after their return home, put in practice the
lessons learnt by them.
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Tuberculosis of all kinds is a disease very closely
associated with poverty, and its attendant conditions.
Overcrowding, badly ventilated houses, intemperance,
and want of proper nourishment, all tend to render per-
sons living under such conditions more susceptible to the
onset of the disease.

The disease itself is due to a bacillus, and it 1s infec-
tious. Persons of all ages are liable to attack, but in
young children the commonest sites of the disease are the
glands, the joints, and the abdomen. In adults by far
the commonest type of the disease is the pulmonary one,
Phthisis, or Consumption. In these cases the organism
causing the infection is very commonly present abun-
dantly in the expectoration, and in the breath and spray
driven out by coughing. If a person suftfering from con-
sumption spits on the floor or on the street, the spit in
warm weather soon dries up, and the germs in it are
carried about attached to particles of dust, and are a
}nutential source of infection to any susceptible person.

t is for this reason that consumptives are advised to carry
pocket sputum cups, and to use them for the reception of
the sputum, or to spit into pieces of paper or old linen,
which can be burned in the fire. Upen windows and an
open-air life, as far as possible, abstention from alcohol,
and good, nourishing food, all help to sustain the sys-
tem against the attacks of the disease, which is usually ot
a chronic nature, and may last for years before carrying
off the patient. It was at one time thought that Con-
sumption was incurable, but greater knowledge has
proved this to be erroneous, and many persons alive and
well at the present day have at one time or other suffered
from the disease ; the earlier the disease is discovered, and
the sufferer carries out the appropriate treatment, the
greater the chance of recovery. The establishment of
Tuberculosis Dispensaries, which is now in progress all
over the country, will bring the most modern methods
of diagnosis and treatment almost into the homes of the
people, and the results produced by them by means of
actual treatment of cases, and as educational centres,
should soon be evident. The hearty and intelligent co-
operation of the community at large, and especially of all
sufferers from Tuberculosis, is, however, essential, in
order to produce the best results in the way of diminish-
ing the incidence of the disease.
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F.—Means for Preventing Mortality in Child-
birth and Infancy.

The Midwives Act, 1902, is administered by the Kent
County Council. There are 8 midwives proctising in the
District, and they attend about one-half the number of
confinements that occur.

During the latter part of the year the Council had
under consideration the question of adopting the Notifica-
tion of Births Act, 1907, and it was decided to adopt 1t,
and to appoint a Health Visitor to carry out the work (and
also to act as School Nurse).

The necessary formalities for its adoption were in
progress at the close of the year, and the formal resolu-
tion of the Council was passed at a meeting held in Janu-
ary, 1914, the Act to come into force on April 1st, 1914.

No special measures directed towards the lowering of
the Infantile mortality are in force in the District, but
during the summer frequent inspection of the District 1a
carried out with the object of detecting nuisances, and
getting them abated, and of preventing the accumulation
of refuse.

G.—Vital Statistics.
Births.

During the year 1913 there were 758 births registered
in the District, and notification was received that 13
births, occurring elsewhere, were transferable here, mak-
ing a total of 771.

This gives a nett birth rate of 25.61 per 1,000 of the
population, as compared with 23.65 during 1912, and 23.9
for England and Wales in 1913.

Of these bhirths 746 were legitimate, made up of 368
males, and 378 females, while 25 were illegitimate, viz.,
11 males, and 14 females.

The birth rate for 1913 is a considerable improve-
ment on that for 1912, and compares very favourably with
that for England and Wales as a whole.

The natural increase of population, 1.e., the excess of
births over deaths, was 475,
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Deaths.

~ The number of deaths registered in the District dur-
ing 1913 was 235, giving a death rate of 7.8 per 1,000.
The deaths of 10 persons whose homes were in other Dis-
tricts must be deducted from this number, but to it must
be added 71 deaths of residents who died in other districts,
making a nett total of 206 deaths belonging to the Dis-
trict. This gives a nett death rate of 9.83 per 1,000, as
compared with 11.89 for 1912.

In making comparisons of death rates of different
districts allowance has to be made for the differences in
sex and age distribution of the population, and to do this
the Registrar-General has had worked out for each dis-
trict what he calls a ** Standardizing Factor,”” a figure by
which the death rate as ascertained in the ordinary way
has to be multiplied to give the *‘ Standardized ”’ death
rate. The method by which this factor for correction 1s
ascertained is described in the Twenty-fourth Annual Re-
port of the Registrar-General (for the year 1911), on pp.
XxVil-XXX,

The  Standardizing Factor’ for this District is
1.0028, which gives a ‘‘ Standardized ”’ death rate of
9.857, a very slight increase.

For purposes of comparison, 1 give below the provi-
sional figures for England and Wales for 1913, showing
birth rates, death rates, and infantile mortality : —

Annual Rate per 1000 living
Deaths. Deaths under
Births. el 2] unetﬂau
' Crude, Stan- | 1000 births.
| dardized.
England and Wales el 28.9 13.7 13.4 109
96 great towps, including
Liondon o  25.1 14.3 14.7 116
145 smaller towns, In-
cluding Erith o 23.9 12.8 13.0 112
England and Wales, less
the 241 towns oo 22,2 13.1 12.1 06
London e 24.8 14.2 14.2 104
ERITH ...| 25.61 | 9.83 | 9.857 76.52

It will be seen that the rates for Erith compare very
favourably with those given, the birth rate being higher
than the average, and the death rate and infantile morta-
lity rate being considerably lower than the average.
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Of the 71 deaths occurring outside the district which
were transferred here, 40 took place in the Union Infirm-
ary, Dartford (22 males and 18 females), 16 (13 males and
3 temales) at the various London Hospitals, and 7 (5 males
and 2 females) at the County Lunatic Asylum, Maidstone.

During the first quarter of 1913 there were 87 deaths,
and 75, 68, and 66 during the second, third, and fourth
quarters respectively, as compared with 98, 81, 79 and 76
during the corresponding quarters of 1912.

There were 6 deaths in Public Institutions in the Dis-
trict, all of them being those of residents.

One death only was not certified by a medical man,
equal to .33 per cent.

Table showing ages and groups of ages at which
deaths have occurred, compared with the previous
year : —

All |Under |1 and | 2 and | 5 and |15 and | 25 and | 45 and | 65 yrs,
Year. | Ages. |1 year.| under | under | under | under | under | under | and
2 yrs. | 5 yre. | 15 yre. | 25 yrs. | 45 yra. | B3 yrE. | OVer.

1912 | 334 | 46 23 22 9 14 48 81 o1
1913 | 256 | 59 15 10 19 8 41 a6 89

It will be noticed that with the exception of the age
groups ‘‘under 1 year’ and ‘‘5 and under 15 years
there has been a decrease in the deaths during 1913 as
compared with 1912 in every age group.

The chief causes of death during the year were : —

Organic heart disease ...............oeeees 35
Pneumonia (all forms) ...........c.convinns 28
BT SR SR S G e 26
Pulmonary Tuberculosis .................. 20
Congenital Debility and Malformation
(including Premature Birth) ......... 20

Thirteen deaths are classified as being due to ill-de-
fined diseases, or unknown causes; these were all persons
over 65 years of age, whose deaths were attributed to
senile decay, and not to any definite disease.

Inquests.

There were 27 inquests held during the year. The
causes of death were as shown in the following table : —
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Infantile Mortality.

During 1913 the number of deaths of children under
one year of age was 59; between 1 vear and 2 vears, 15;
and between 2 years and 5 years 10; as compared with 406,
23, and 22 during 1912. It will be noticed that the
number of deaths of children under 1 vear is increased,
but at the other ages has considerably decreased.

The death rate for children under 1 year per 1,000
births is 76.52, as compared with 6G9.27 for 1912, and an
average of 87.22 for the past 10 years.

1f the infantile mortality rates of legitimate and ille-
gitimate children are compared, it will be seen that the
rate for illegitimate children is very much higher than
that for legitimate children.

In this district there were 7406 legitimate births dur-
ing 1913, with 54 deaths, giving a rate of 72.38 per 1,000
births, while there were 25 illegitimate births and 5

deaths during the same period, giving a rate of 200 per
1,000 births.

In the latter part of 1913 u supplement to the Annual
Report of the Medical Officer of the Local Government
Board for 1912-1913 was issued, containing a Report on
Infantile Mortality in towns with a population of more
than 20,000, during the years 1907-1910, and 1911. Dur-
ing the 4 years 1907-1910, Erith’s infantile mortality rate
was 78.7, and there were only 16 towns with a lower rate
out of the 241 towns included in the Report.

The death rate for 1907-1910: —

at ages 0-1 month was ......c.cooenvnnns 28 per cent. below
at ages 0-3 months was .................. 20 i o
RN~ PR WA AV 9% 55 i =
i IR A VR R R
from Measles & Whooping Cough was 36 ,, ,, i
,, Bronchitis and Pneumonia was 43 ,, ,, "
iy INIThOea WAE '.cavnrincarnsainnes B0 i v
for the first year of lite was ............ i {3 IR i
at ages 1 year—9 years was............ -, T -

the average rate for the 241 urban areas.

For the same period, as compared with the 111
smaller towns (with populations between 20,000 and
50,000), Erith was 10th lowest in the death rate for the

first year of life.
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Table IV. shows the causes of deaths of children from
birth to 1 year of age. Sixteen deaths, or over 27 per
cent. took place during the first week of life, while 28, or
47 per cent occurred during the first month.

Fourteen deaths were due to premature birth, and of
these 8 occurred in the first week, and 13 in the first
month ; three were due to congenital malformations; and
12 to Debility or Marasmus, of these 5 occurred during
the first month of life.

Diarrheea was the cause of 5 deaths, as compared
with 3 in the previous year.

With the adoption of the Notification of Births Act,
and the appointment of a Health Visitor, I hope that we
shall find in future years a reduction of the infantile mor-
tality rate.

The sanitary conditions of the District are all favour-
able, we have no slums, no back-to-back houses, plenty
of open spaces and fresh air, there are no industries em-
ploying female labour to any large extent, and work being
plentiful in the District, there is little or no poverty due
to unemployment.

Table 1.—Vital Statistics of Whole District during
1913 and previous years.

[
W Ttl. Deaths| Transferable | Nett Deaths belongi
§5 4 Births. lregistrd. in| = Deaths | - to the District
d g E‘. l‘h._g,gi'f,t'ﬂ D D
=] . | Natt. - B2 o :|= k= o Underlyear] At all
Year. r;sg 25 E—“* 3 - £3s2 EE‘;:& of age. | Ages.
-~ o iy gH—=SlER=3 Rate '
&g-i; ":'EEE g E 2| % E%EEHEEE No. p-e':]':igtﬂﬂ No. | Rate
P = #: cod 573 Births.
1 2 3 4 b i ] 8 e 10 11 12 13
1908 | 27,076 | 750 245 904 4 60
1909 | 27,321 781 258 944 6 a7
1910 | 27,566 691 233 845 10 49
1911 | 27,811 | 700 | 71525.70| 214} 769 a3 a8 50 | 69°93 | 267| 9°60
1912 | 28,073 I 653 | 66425.65 266 9'475 8 76 46 | 69'27 | 334/11°89
1913 | 30,200 | 758 | 771/25.61] 285l 78 | 10 | 71 |50 | 7652 296! 9'83
Area of District in Acres (land and inland water) ... 3859°513
Total Population at all Ages o 27,750 Ay
Number of Inhabited Houses = 5,129  Census
Average Number of Persons per House vor " 5:41) 191L
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Table III.—Causes of, and Ages at Death during the

year 1913.
Nett Deaths at the subjoined ages of ** Residents " whether oceurring |Zw” % &2 -
within or without the distriet. o :‘E E.: =5
- o L -
selE~as
Causes of Death. All |Under| 1 and | 2 and | 5 and | 15 and | 25 and | 45 and |65 and EEE A=
nges: |1 year. | under | under | under | under | under | under| up- =E g o280
3 years. s yoars. 15 yrs. | 25 yre. | 45 yre. | 65 yrs, | wards. |= B Egﬁﬂ
1 2 3 R TR 6 7 8 | 9 10 11
All | Certified ...] 295 50 15 10 19 B 30 56 &0 6
causes | Uncertified 1 : i
Enteric Fever a : a
Small-pox ... | i
Measles L 3 1 :| 2 i 1
Scarlet Fever 1 1 1
Whooping Cough .
Diphtheria & c:mun 3 | 2 1 1
Influenza .. 3 ' 3
Erysipelas 1 1
Phthisis(Pul'm'n'ry |
Tuberculogis) 20 1 4 ] 3
Tuberculous
Meningitis 4 1 1
Other Tuberculous |
Diseases ... . 3 2 1 |
Cancer, ma..li.mmulr |
disease 26 l 4 10 12
Rheumatic Fever ... b : ]
Meningitis ... i 1 1 2
Organic Henrk
Disease a5 5 12 18
Bronehitis ] 19 4 1 1 a 11
Prneumonia
{all forms) 25 b 1 3 8 1 a 4 (i
Other diseases of
respiratory organs a | 1 1
Diarrhoea and ]
Enteritis 10 5 a 1 1 1
Appendiecitis and
Trphlil.is
Cirrhosis of Liver .. ,
Aleoholism ... 1 1
Nephritis & ]:!-right- 5 I
Disease ... o] I g 1 2 (7]
Puerperal Faver ..
Other accidents &
diseases of preg- | ,
nancy and partu-
rition 1 | ! 1
Congenital Debility ] 5
and Malformation | |
ineluding Prema- | |
ture Birth ... o W 85
Violent Deaths, ex-
cluding Suicide ...| 11 g 1 1 1 2 3 1 g
Buicide 2 1 1
Other Defined |
Diseases 61 | 10 3 1 2 0 15 31
Diseases, ill-Gefined
or unknown 13 183
206 58 15 10 10 8 40 56 B0 B
Sub-entry (included in above figures).
1
Ppeumonia (other |
than Broncho-
prenmonin) u |3 2 1 1 g | 1 | 2
=1
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Factory and Workshop Act, 1901.

Factories, Workshops, Workplaces and Homework.
|.—Inspection of Factories, Workshops and Workplaces

(including inspections made by Sanitary Inspectors or
Inspectors of Nuisances).

Premises.

1

Factories (including Factrnr}r
Laundries)

Workshops {mciud]ng Wﬂrk-
shop Laundries)

Workplaces (other than Out-

workers' premises included |
in Part 3 of this Report

Total

Number of

Inspections.
2

Written Notes. Progsecutions.
4

ol 1 I
68 2
|
|
118 3
|

2.—Defects found in Factories, Workshops and Workplaces.

Numhber of Dafacts.

Number

Particulars.

1

Found.

2

Remedied.

Referred to of
H.ML Prosecn-
Inapecbm'n tions,
1 7]

Nuisances under the Public
Health Acts—
Want of Cleanliness
Want of Ventilation
Overcrowding ..
Want of dramage of ﬂu-uru
Other nuisances
Sanitary accommodation ;
Insufficient |
Unsuitable or defective
Not separate for sexes ...
Offences under tbe Factory
and Workshop Acts:
Illegal occupation of under-
ground bakehouse
Breach of special sanitary
requirements for bake-
houses
Other offences {axcludmg
offences relating to out-
work which are included
in Part 3 of this Report)

B

e

Total
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Housing, Town Planning, etc., Act, 1909.

Summary of Work done under the Housing (Inspection of District)
Regulations, 1910, for period January 1st to December 31st, 1915,

Defects found in B Resltof Notes,
§ - - -JF: 'E g 1 EE = o
g a2l = : : e gt & 2E| 2| @
SE0 205 s|8l8|%| 4| 8| 3(86 2|32
s, (of| & 8| 2| 3| 2| 5| 8| 3| 5|E8| 3| 2|3
| 5| 2| BB\ 2| 2|23 5|38 8¢ p
A = 5 =] = £ = -
£| 3 PRl ™ SIS 25 Tkl &
Q i =]
Colebrook Street | 28 (16 | 11 | 6 27 | 13 [ 25 | 22 | 25 | 28 | 28 | 18 | 10
Coastguard Cott. | 6 g| 6| 6| 1| 6| 6| 6| &| 6 . 6
Pier Hoad wea] 168 ] 9 4 5 3|13 5 6! 14 | 16 E-[ 10
Manor Road weef 10 3 7 1 2 5 7110 |10 | 10 i 10
Crayford Road ...108 | 8 | 21 | 13 | 38 | 20 | 5T | 81 ;, 83 | 94 [107 | 62 | 45
South Road .../ 49 | 24| 9|10 | 1 26| 722|268 |42 |80 | 12
Boundary Street | 2 2 2 21 2] 2]
High Street ...[ 88| 7| 818 | 4|19 | 41|16 |52 60| 78 | 59 | 19
Queen Street ...| 12 5 | 12 1 4 | 12 2|12112 |12
Avenue Road ...] 6 1|82 1 3 3 8] 4 2 2
Bexley Road ...]43 |14 |10 9|24 | 5| 20|14 | 7 |25 | 40| 29 11
ColdharbourPl'ce] 19 | 2| 4| & 71 4|11 4| 5|18 | 19 ] 18 (1]
Clare Road sk o il e O 2| 2 6| 9| 6 3
Cross Street ...|60 | 8|17 | 8|23 |17 | 20|38 |89 | 57|57 | 20 87
Queen's Road ...| 15 3| 2 12 | 2 4|13 | 18
West Street ...]164 | 33 | 27 | 48 | 48 | 26 | 60 | 39 | 66 [119 (150 | 90 | 18 | 42
Maxim Road ...|17 |16 | 4| 4|10| 5| 8|12| 8|15 |17 | 11 6
Maximfeldt Road| 48 | 42 | 10| 19 | 16 | 16 | 33 | 18 | 24 | 44 | 48 | 29 19
Winifred Road ...| 18 | 14 5 1 T 4 8 T114 |18 | 14 4
Mildred Road ... 12 2 1 2 4 2 6|10 12 2 10
Battle Road .../ 53 |19 | 5|17 |10 |18 |18 |24 |13 | 48|50 | 29 21
Willis Road - 18| 8| B8] & 1 3| 2| 8| 6|12 9 3
Glendale Road ... 82 | 7| 8| 9| 9| 2| 7| 3 14|19 |25 |11 | 14
Bt.Augustine’sRd| 30 |17 | 8112 | 2| 3 i 13 /15| 8|17 (35|13 12
Gilbert Road ... 42 | 25 9119 3111119 (14|15 )| 88| 41 | 22 19
Heron Hill e 4] 4 21 4 1 4 4 3 4| 4 4
Paroma Road ...[88 | 80|13 |14 | |13 | 9| 8| T/[31 |36 )| 8 28
Sheridan Road ...| 44 | 15 | 12 | 22 | 11 1|18 |19 | 12|62 | 37| 19 18
Edwarda Road ...| 283 | 16| 8| 9| 6| 3| 6| 7| 6|18 | 23|19 4
Coleman Road ...| 56 |32 | 8|26 7| 719 |23 | 9|18 |52 | & 47
Ripley Road .../ 64 |42 11 |25| 6| 4|10 |11 6|45 | 57 | 28 34
Gertrude Road ...| 39 | 18 4 | 17 | 12 4 | 15 3 6|91 |87(10( 13| 14
Ina Road o 4] 2 1 1 1 1 2 2 2
Upper Abbey Rd.| 66 | 10 [ 13 | 15 | 18 | 10 25 |28 | 17 | 38 | 47 9 6| 32
Lyndon Road ... 1 1 1 1 1 1
Lower Road ...| 2 1 . 1 1 1 A
Kentish Road ..., 1| 1| 1| 1 A 1 1 1|
Bunker's Hill ...! 2 1 1 1 1 i o (R ) A | 2
1236/437 (263 (351 1326 |221 [534 454 486 (038 Ildﬂlﬂﬁﬂ | 37 602

Visits for Re-inspections, 1944.
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Report of School Medical
Officer.

A.—General Review of the Hygienic Conditions
Prevalent in the District, etc.

There are nine Provided Schools in the Distriet, with
18 Departments, and two Non-provided Schools, with 3
Departments.

Most of the provided schools are of modern design
and construction; one is a temporary building; the re-
mainder of the provided schools and the non-provided
schools are considerably older, and though not in accord-
3nce with modern ideas as to design, are in excellent con-

ition.

The surroundings on the whole are excellent, but 3
of the schools are rather cramped ; it is, however, hardly
possible to improve this, as they are among the oldest
schools 1n the District.

Ventilation, on the whole, is good; one school is
warmed and ventilated by hot air, and complaints are
sometimes made as to the difficulty of properly regulating
the temperature.

Heating 1s, on the whole, good; one or two of the
schools are, however, inadequately heated in cold wea-
ther, the method of heating being by closed stoves in a
corner of the class-room ; children near the stove are too
Lot, while away from the fire the temperature of the room
was 51 deg. F. only, as registered by the thermometer
on one occasion when I visited one of these schools.

The equipment generally, and the sanitation are
good ; the latrine accommodation at one of the Boys’
schools might be improved.

Water supply is from the mains of the Metropolitan
Water Board ; at the Crescent Road Schools all the water
passes through a cistern in the open air, but I would re-
commend that taps be provided direct from the main for
the supply of drinking water.
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The lighting of the schools, as a whole, is good, so
far as natural lighting is concerned, but the artificial
lighting of most of the older schools is not good ; in many
cases where gas is used, the old form of burner is in use,
and the lighting would be materially improved by the pro-
vision of incandescent burners.

One school lit by electric light is connected to the
electric street lighting main, so that in dull weather in
the winter the light is not available unless the lamps in
the street are lit.

The schools are well looked after, and kept clean.

““ Dustolio ”* is used on the floors with the object of pre-
venting dust.

The number of scholars which can be accommodated
im the provided schools 1s 5,682, and in the non-provided
schools 642, a total of 6,324. The average number of
scholars in attendance during the year was 5,559, and the
number on the roll 6,204,

B.—Description of arrangements made for the
Correlation of the School Medical Service
with the Public Health Service, for the
Organisation and Supervision of Medical
Inspection, and an account of the Methods of
Inspection adopted.

As I hold both the office of School Medical Officer and
that of Medical Officer of Health, no difficulty has been
experienced in the arrangements for the correlation of the
two services.

All the inspections are carried out by myself, usually
in the afternoons. About a week before the inspections
are made, a notice is sent to the head teacher advising
him (or her) of my intention, and stating how many
children are likely to be examined. This gives the tea-
cher time to prepare notices inviting parents to be pre-
sent at the inspection, and to send them out.

Parents have been present in the case of 641 children,
viz., 287 boys and 354 girls; by far the majority of these
were entrants, viz., 217 boys and 179 girls; at the later in-
spections comparatively few parents attended.

On the day of the inspection those children who are
to be inspected in the afternoon are weighed and mea-
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sured in the morning by the teacher, who is also present
in the afternoon. When the School Nurse has been ap-
pointed she will undertake this portion of the work.

The card used for the record of the inspection is that
of the Board of Education.

In very few of the schools is there a room available
for inspections, which is not in use as a class-room ; when
an inspection is in progress, however, the class usually
occupying a room is either held out of doors (in summer)
or is amalgamated with some other class.

C.—General Statement of Extent and Scope of
Medical Inspection carried out during the year.

(1)  Number of Visits paid to the Schools during the year.

For the purposes of routine inspection 118 visits were
paid to the various schools and departments by myself.
During the first three months of the year, before I took
up the duties of School Medical Officer, a number of chil-
dren had been examined by the acting School Medical Offi-
cer, but I am not able to state the number of visits paid
i::,r him.

In addition, a certain number of additional visits
were paid for re-inspection of children found defective,
search for cases of Infectious Disease, and inspection of
school buildings.

(2) Principle on which Children have been selected for
Inspection.

. All children who entered schools and who were leav-
ing school during the year have been inspected in accord-
ance with the code requirements of the Board of Educa-
tion.

The *““ entrants ’’ included children under 5, hetween
5 and 6, and 6 years of age. *‘ Leavers '’ included those
children who would attain the age of 14 years at some
time during the year. Children at two other ages have
been examined during the year, viz., those who attained
the ages of 8 years and 11 years.

In addition a few children were presented by the
teacher for the purpose of ascertaining whether they were
fit to attend school or not, owing to some suspected con-
tagious disease or for some other reason. These children
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were not submitted to routine inspection, but were ex-
amined for the purpose of saying whether they were fit or
unfit to attend school.

(3) The Number of Children Inspected.
—
No. of Age at : ‘ . -
Inspections. | Inspection. Boys. _ Gurls: | ‘Total.
1st | '* Entrants " 4—6 years 404 ‘ 329 733
2nd 8 years 277 310 a87
drd } 11 years 284 297 581
4th ‘" Leavers '’ 14 years. 202 | 187 389
Totals .| 1167 | 1128 | 2090
(4) Directions for Treatment were given in respect of
729 Children, viz., 361 Boys and 368 Girls.
Entrants. Age 8, Age 11. Leavers. Totals.
B'ysG'ls[Ttl.|B'ys G'ls Ttl. |B'ys G'ls|Ttl. |B’ys/G'1s|Ttl. |B'ys/G'ls 'T'tl.
Recommended for ! s —_— — !
Treatment. | 107 100 207| 110 114 EEMI 93 94l 187) 51] 60 111| 361 368/ 729
| T — | | i |
Defective Teeth | 96 88 154 62 76 138 65 41 109 15 20 44f 238 234 472
Defective Bight* 2 4 | 4{} 82 74 B0 87 6 21) 23 44] 93] 06| 180
Enlarged Tonsils | 8 3 o o 10 19| 9 -11| 20| 7| 6 13 28 30 58
Adenoids . 8 9 #d 8 8 e 2 4 o 4 6 100 12{ 15 27
Tonsils and | | ! I ! !
Adenoids ..., &8 5 1 8 11| 18] 4| 4 6 2 B8 23 22 45
Ear disease  ...| 1‘ 1 1| e 1] — i 4 1 5
Other defects 1 1! - e e, o — = = 1] 1 2
Total number of ‘ B| |I _ !
defects 104} 215 H' 132] 255 111/ 97 20 54! 66! 120" 399 399 798

*This includes cases where directions were given for treat-
ment of some external eye disease.

There were a certain number of children in whose
cases more than one defect required treatment.
Thirty-four children (10 boys and 24 girls) were ex-
cluded owing to pediculi in the head, six (3 boys and 3
girls) owing to pediculi on body, four (3 boys and 1 girl)
owing to ringworm, and five (2 boys and 3 ‘girls) for im-

petigo.

to have a rash which proved to be due to Scarlet Fever,

and was excluded.

One child at the time of inspection was found



(5) Average time per head occupied by Inspection.

One hundred and eighteen visits were paid to the
Schools, and about 2} hmuq was occupied on each occa-
sion by the inspection; 2,203 {,‘hll[]l‘f‘ll were inspected,

which gives an average of just over 7 minutes for each
child inspected.

D.—General Review of the Facts disclosed by
Medical Inspection.
Previous Medical History.
(1) Entrants.

1 Per | Per | | Per
BG}E cent | Girls. | cent. Total. cent.
! i
Number examined. | 404 | 529 783 |
Measles ... .| 247 | 611|197 | 59.8 | 444 | 0.5
Whooping Cough  ...| 176 | 43.5 | 162 | 49.2 | 838 | 46.1
Chicken-pox |- ST | 26.4 | 90 27.8 | 197 26.8
Scarlet Fever A B © - (- o S R ! 5.7 34 4.6
Diphtheria... ~38 L | 1.4 5 1.6 | 11 1.5
Other Diseases  ..| 45 | 11.1| 61 | 17.9 | 106 | 14.4
(2) Aged 8 Years.
| Per | | Per | | Per
Boys. | cent. |Girls "cent. | Total.. | cent.
Number examined. | 277 law | 587 |
Measles ... ...I 221 80 | 278 89.7 | 499 85
Whooping Cough ...| 131 | 47.3 | 202 65.1 | 333 6.7
Chicken-pox - 106 | 38.2 | 153 49.3 | 259 44.1
Scarlet Fever | 22 | 79 40 12.9 | 62 10.5
Diphtheria... £ Qe ‘ 82| 6 | 19| 15 | 25
Other Diseases ool 43 | 15.5| B8 12.3 | 81 13.8
(3) Aged 11 years.
' Per | ¥er | | Per
Boys. cent. | Girls. cent. |'1'utal.| cent.
i
Number examined | 284 207 | 681
Measles ... ...| 238 82 | 261 87.8 | 494 85
Whooping Cough ... 183 | 64.1 [ 175 | 58.9 | 358 | 61.6
Chicken-pox -] 128 45 | 118 | 80.T | 246 | 42.3
Secarlet Fever | 40 14.1 29 9.7 | 69 11.8
Diphtheria... L I | 4.9 12 4 26 4.4
Other Diseases  ...| 83 | 11.6 | 47 | 158 | 80 | 18.7
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(4) Leavers.

| Per | Per | I Per
Boys. | cent. | Girls. cent. Total.| cent.
o |
Number examined. | 202 | | 187 | 389
Measles ... 1149 | 737 | 171 | 91.4 | 320 | s2.9
Whooping Cough 81 | 352 | 87 | 46.5 | 188 | .-B85.4
Chicken-pox 64 | 26.7| 70 | BT.4 | 124 | 81.3
Scarlet Fever 26 | 12.8 | 21 11.2 | 47 12.0
Diphtheria... 12 i 5.9 6 3.2 | 18 4.6
Other Diseases 26 | 128 | 86 | 19.2 | 62 | 15.7
All Children Ezramined.
Per | Per | Per
Buyn.i cent. ' Girls. | cent. | Total.' cent.
-1
Number examined. | 1167 | 1123 2290
| |
Measles ... .| 850 | 78.7 | 907 | 0.7 1757 | 76.7
Whooping Cough .| 541 46.3 | 626 | 55.7 (1167 | 51
Chicken-pox :| 395 83.8 | 431 | 88.3 | 826 36
Scarlet Fever .| 103 8.8 | 109 9.7 | 212 9.2
Diphtheria... e 41 35| 29 26| 70 3.1
Other Diseases | 147 12.6 | 182 16.2 | 329 14.3

The percentage of children who have suffered from
any particular disease corresponds very closely with the
percentage found in the previous year, but is slightly
higher in the case of the diseases Whooping Cough, Chic-
ken Pox, and Diphtheria.

Measles and Whooping Cough are the two diseases
which show very high figures; not quite one quarter of
the children in school escape the infection of Measles, and
not quite half escape that of Whooping Cough.

The following table gives the average age, with aver-
age height and weight at each of the inspections: —

Average. il
Age. Height. | Weight.

|‘frﬂ. M'ths.| Feet. Ins. Libs.
1st Inspection, Boys | & it | B 5 asg
) X Girls sl 9 43 3 5 39
2nd i Boys s (2 11 B 11 487
H " Girls (v 0 114 | 8 103 473
3rd o Boys 11 — | 4 4 623
L. 2 Girls vl 13 — | 4 4% 64
4th . Boys | 1B 7 4 a Tﬂi
b + Girls B T g | 4 93 83
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These averages are much the same as 1n previous
years, with the exception of the weights of the boys at
the 2nd and 3rd inspections, which are about 3 1bs. less i
each case.

The figures are also somewhat lower than the aver-
ages given in the tables published in the last Annual Re-

port of the Chiet Medical Officer of the Board of Educa-
tion.

Cleanliness. (a) Of Heads.

Nits only. Pediculi.
Number
Number of Inspection. |inspect’d Number.|Per cent. Number. Per cent.
it (Boys| 404 | 81 7.6 "
First tntcante). . el 499 . 207, .| /898 4 1.2
{ Bn}ra' 277 | 23 8.3 1 1.4
Sl (Bt gty (Girls 310 | 155 | 500 10 | 8.2
{Bovs 284 25 8.8 2 | |
Third (Age L1 years) | Girlgl 297 | 150 | 50.5 9 | 3.0
(Boys| 202 17 8.4 1 R
e L e T 75 | 40.1 T R
{Boys| 1167 96 8.3 10 85
O “1Girls| 1128 | 487 | 433 24 | 21

This is an increase on the numbers found in the pre-
vious year; it will be noticed that the percentage remains
pr.mtmaﬂ:,r constant at each inspection among the boys,
but that among the girls, those inspected at the two inter-
mediate ages show a very much higher percentage with
nits. There 1s nothing in these figures to show whether
the nits were numerous, or otherwise, but the number of
nits varied from two or three in some cases to hundreds
in others.

Every case in which pediculi were found was ex-
cluded until 1t was found to be free on subsequent exami-
nation.

(b) Of Body.

There were only six children found to have pediculi
on the body—three hoys and three girls. Twenty-five
boys were found to be dirty, but only ten girls.

Nutrition and Clothing.

Only 4.6 per cent. of children were found to be badly
nourished ; 4.37 per cent. had unsatisfactory clothing.
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On referring to the Table at the end it will be seen
that the percentage of badly nourished children found in-
creased with their ages.

At the examination of entrants only 1.6 per cent.
were badly nourished ; at the age of 8., 3.2 per cent.; at
the age of 11, 6.36 per cent., and leavers 9.76 per cent.
There was in no case any obvious cause for the condition,
such as any definite disease, or want of proper food.

Nose and Throat.

On referring to the table at the end, it will be seen
that 71.27 per cent. of all the children examined were
found to be free from any disease of the nose and throat.
The commonest defect was enlargement of the tonsils, in
3 per cent. of the children this was marked, and in 19 per
cent. slight; the defect found to be next in frequency of
occurrence was enlargement of the cervical glands, which
was present in 16 per cent. of all cases. Adenoids were
found in some degree in 5.5 per cent. of all cases.

Teeth.

The table at the end gives the figures showing the
percentage of children with all teeth sound, those having
fewer than four decayed, and those having four or more
decayed. It will be noted that only a little over 27 per.
cent. of all children examined have sound teeth, 30 per
cent. have four or more decayed, and 42 per cent. fewer
than four decayed.

At the two intermediate age periods the percentage of
children with sound teeth is as low as 19 and 22, respec-
tively, with corresponding increase in the number of those
with decayed teeth.

The parents seem to regard any attention paid to the
decayed milk teeth of their children as waste of time and
money, and do not realise the fact that the presence of
decayed temporary teeth renders the infection of the per-
manent teeth almost certain, and judging by what I have
been told by many parents, there seems to be considerable
reluctance on the part of many dentists to extract milk
teeth, even when very much decayed and very foul.

Ear Disease.

In only 28 cases was any ear disease found at the in-
spection, while 52 children were found to have some de-
gree of deafness in one or both ears.



Eye.

In not quite 2 per cent. of the children examined some
external eve disease was noted.

The number of children with defeetive vision who
were recommended for spectacles, was 189; this number,
however, does not include all cases of defective vision, as
many children were found to be already provided with
spectacles at the time of the examination.

In all cases when vision was worse than 6/9 in either
eye, a recommendation was made that the child should be
provided with spectacles if this had not already been done.

Deformities.

In 15 children there was some deformity found at the
inspection.

In two cases among the entrants the deformity was
congenital ; one, a boy aged 5 years and 11 months, had all
phalanges absent on the right hand, the metacarpal bones
were present, but very badly developed, while the wrist
and forearm appeared to be normally developed ; the other
case was a girl aged 5 years and 8 months, in the right
hand the terminal phalanx of the thumb, and all phalanges
of the fingers were absent, while in the left hand the
thumb and fourth finger were perfect, but the two distal
phalanges on the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd fingers were absent,
the right side of the face was somewhat smaller than the
left, with slight muscular paresis.

The other deformities found were slight lateral curva-
ture of the spine, torticollis, talipes, genu valgum, and
some slight deformities of chest due to old rickets.

E.—General Review of the Relation of Home Cir-
cumstances and Social and Industrial Con-
ditions to the Health and Physical Condition
of the Children Inspected.

The social and industrial conditions in the District
are, on the whole, good, and there is at present a demand
for workmen with practically no unemployment. The
large majority of the men are mechanics, and earn good
wages, so that the children, on the whole, are well fed.
There is plenty of open country in the District and around
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it, and there is very little overcrowding, either of houses
on areas, or of inmates in houses.

The general sanitary condition of the District is
zood, the birth rate is above the average, while the death
rate and the infantile mortality rate are well below the
average.

F.—Review of Methods employed or available for
Treatment of Defects, etc.

No treatment is available in the district other than
that given by medical practitioners in private practice.
Very many of the defects of all kinds are, however,
treated at one or other of the London Hospitals.

During the latter half of the year re-inspection of
those children who had been examined during the first
half of the vear, was carried out, with the object of ascer-
taining how many had received treatment; the number so
re-inspected was 269, 147 girls and 122 boys, and the fol-
lowing table shows the result of the re-inspection.

Tonsils Adenoids. Teeth. Sight
Number I&37 = | 2183 .| < |86 .| <188| .| =
of Children EE' 2| % .Eg| % g E'El o 2 EE' 2| 2
. el 4] gl=2a 2138 8| sl2%| 2| =
Be-inspected. =n| = o239 4| 8l58| = slZs| ® @
sl 8| Elesl &) 5|53 2| BlsS| B | B
'Eé‘i S 'E'é" 3 ‘ 8l8a| 4 | sl354 & =
= 2| 5|8 ;12| . ; | s2 g
ZE| = | 2|=2| = E|8%| = | 2|95 = | &
| g
Boys ..[122|28 | 6 /22|11 2| 984 16 6820 7 22
Girls ...147 |26 7 |19|11| 5| 6|78 | 26|52]|20|16 |13
Total ...;iﬂﬁﬂ 54 |13 | 4122 7|15 62| 42 120 | 58 | 28 | 35
| 1 | | |

No School Nurse was employed during last year,
but early this yvear a School Nurse and Health Visitor has
been appointed.

G.— Miscellaneous Work.

During the year children who have been absent from
school, or who have been thought to be unfit to attend
school for some reason or other have been referred to me
for examination.
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These examinations are made at the offices of the
Medical Officer of Health, between the hours of 9.30 and
10.30 a.m. every day. The examinations have been solely
for the purpose of certifying whether a child is fit to
attend school or not, and advice 1s given, but no treat-
ment.

During the period of my service as School Medical
Officer, 523 children were examined, 358 attended on one
occasion only, 124 attended twice, 32 three times, 8 four
times, and one case 8 times, making a total of 742 attend-
ances. On each attendance a certificate was given, 374
being certificates that the child in question was unfit to
attend school, and 368 certificates of fitness to attend.

The following table shows the principal reasons for
which certificates of unfitness were granted : —

Disease. Boys. ! Girls. Total.
|

Ringworm ... | 49 28 7
Pediculi Capitis — 50 50
Impetigo 19 | 23 42
Scabies ... — | 2 2
Scarlet Fever 3 2 5
Chickenpox 5 2 1 ' 1 9
Whooping Cough ... i | — 1 1
Mumps 2 2 , 4
Chorea 4 4 l 8
Tonsillitis ... 16 31 | 47
External eye disease 3 9 14
Eczema ... 8 2 10
Otitis Media 2 3 . 5
Tuberenlosis, Pulmonary 1 3 ' T

e Skin ... 1 — 1

e Hip joint 1 — 1

W Gl&nﬂﬂ 1 — 1
Other 45 7

=
L S
w0

Totals ... 161 213 | 374







Table Showing Physical Condition of Children Inspected,
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SIE|2 (e8| &[5 E(25| 5|8 |2 (28|55 2 02|52 8
Torst Exasusen. 404 | 329 | 783 297 310 567 234 | 207 881 — 202 187 350 1167 1123 2200 |
c "‘illhiﬂ.vl.'l“\:r\- i .| 385 | 328 | 721 pE-34 267 253 | 58D 85-4 263 284 547 94-16 184 178 382 93-06 1109 {1081 2190 9583
lothing Unsatisfactory . 8| 8 12 168 10 17 21|46 21| 13 34 6585 18 © 27| 694 58 42 100 | 437
F. ] o Satislactory .. 404 | 329  T33 10D 273 679 B8-64 275 | 283 572 9B-45 183 162 | 365 B384 1139 1110 2248 I'Bﬁ'lﬂ
i Unsatistactory .. -] —| —| —| —| & 8 1% 5 4 O0[185 19 B| 24618 2| 13| 41 [1-
Clean 11J-|:T=~mrpﬁ.‘l:
Cleanliness enli) .. k- .| 370 | 218 | 588 BO-23 250 146 386 67°3 | 257 138 3056 6799 184 111 | 295 T5'B4 1081 | 612 1873 7307
of Head | Nits only 31 | 107 138 18'82 23 {56 ITH 3032 25 160 175 B0-12 {17 75 82 T3-85 08  4ET GER 25-45
Pediculi . . 3 4 T -3 4 10 14 2-3 2 8 11 1-88 i 1 2 ‘61 10| 24 34 148
Cranfingss | Cn . .. .| 408 | 326 | 731 9073 260 308 572 9745 173 203 566 8725 194 187 381 O7-061139 1110 2248 96°19
':"’ Dirty i (M —F Tt os| w4l el 7| - 7/ 1-78 2 10 35 1°55
Body Pedicul: pn-ﬂ.nl 1 1 2 &7 | 1 2 34 1 1 17 1 1 ‘25 3 3 [ ‘26
Nuirition | Mormal . .|%08 325 721 9834 260 200 568 96-77 261 283 544 93°64 183 | 168 351 90-24 1109 1076 2184 95-38
Below normal .. 8 | 12 188 8 1 19 583 23 14 37 636 49 18 38 ®76 G568 4B i08& 4-82
No divease é . 264 | 247 B11 89-T1 197 221 418 T1-E3| B3 | 227 | 440 T5°T4 140 123 283 6T-B5 Bi4  BiE 1632 T1-27
Mouth bres Lll'lrﬁ- T 1 8 109 4 & T 118 4 1 5 B — e v - 15 5 ‘20 ‘87
- o—" Tumsils ; much 1n]1.r‘|_._ﬂi 16 ) B 341 ] 4+ g 1568 2 T o 166 11 15| 268 667 34 35 @ 23-01
m‘rhm’: 2 slightly o2 | &1 (6% 20-87 58 &1 117 1993 B4 48 102 1766 3T 33 TO 17-9% 239 20G 442 16-30
Adennids,  slight o
donbtinl ; 11 5 16 218 a 6| 1% 238 4 4 & 138 T T 14 359 3 a1 58 | 2-27
Adenoids, marked 14 6 20 274 & 16 £ 374 T 1] 17 | 282 T % 16 410 34 W 76 3Zm
N T L .lmes amr | mie o7-07 268 304 578 07 45 281 204 574 98-81 199 | 185 3R4 9873 1144 1104 2348 9816
External Blepharitis A 7 5 12 1-83 4 1 b g i ] a ‘Bi 1 1 2 51 13 22 T
Ejl'ﬂ I:_'n|:!l||:|m:iri1:-. ) 1 —_— 1 13 B 2 T 1-19 1 2 1 B 2 1 3 TE o ] 14 &1
Disease | Coreal opacitics - - - - 1 i 17 — = - = - — i 1 04
I:J|hr1 ilineas d — 2 2 27 g 2 ~34 | 1 I - - i [ ] B
" | Mo disease .. .| 401 325 726 98-08 276 307 GB2 9915 280 38R B6& STTT 200 186 3G 9094 (156 1108 2283
Ear Disease | Otorrhoea, ng it 2 2 L ‘54 1 B 3 8l 2 4 6 103 1 | 2 i L] 2 s
. hﬁ 1 2 ] 40 1 1 2 34 2 5 7. 1"80 1 1 5 5 8 18
g Souml " |125  e8 223 so-42 59 se 1156 19600 40 B3 132 2271 4 TT 181 41-39 317 B4 g3y
Teeth L than 4 decayed 158 128 206 39-03 99 112 211 8594 14 | 047 49-57 88 M1 177 45-5 484 4TR  og2
s decayed 121 108 224 30-55 119 142 261 M4-46 B4 BT | 161 ETTE 32 18 B1 13-11 388 381 geT
Heartand || : " |a0z 338 731 9973 272 306 579 0864 280 294 574 SB-B0 194 155 370 9743 1150 1113 2043
Circulathon 1 1 2 .07 4 4 B i3 4 3 T 1'% 8 2 10| 26T 117 0 a7
am;s___ [ Soemal T _|858 205 e43 p0-48 232 o4g 478 8144 232 | 286 | 488 BA-D 447 141 2R3 T4-D4 9es B4B g7
Enlarged 46 24 70 955 45 4 109 1866 52 41 63 1600 55 46 101 2506 198 1156 373
Mo disoase .. .| 383 318 608 e5-24 276 ps 582 09-15| 253 204 | 576 0914 201 186 | 387 #9-5 1141 1102 po4a
Chrome Hronclntes |.|.1||
Lungs Bronchial Catarrh 20| 12 32 434 1 4 5| 88 ®| 3 5| -BE . 23 189 4o
Tilsroulidis 5 1 1 T — " = 1 - 1 25 1 1 -]
sinspected. . 2 - 2 2T - - - = i 1 25 2 1 3
o discase J 899 320 728 w33 276 gon BB 9066 281 206 578 D949 202 136 588 99-75 1164 1120 =279
Nesvous Epilepey 41 == 1| 3 — — = = — = - - 1 — 1
Sywtam | ChoToL .. - ve] = = 1 1 A7 — 1 1 5 2 a
L Cither dizease (Infamtib
paralyeis od ol seamdieg ) 4 — L] 54 1 1 A7 1 3 -5l = = . - T 1 3
No discaze 1397 224 721 me-4 270 a3o4 574 O7-70 282 204 576 98- 04 109 182 381 97-97 1148 L1104 2050
Skin Ringworm : - 1 1 13 1 = 1 A7 1 - i 17 1 - 1 3 B 1 4
Trn petiggo 2 1 i 40 — — — 2 2 Sif B 3 5
Dther disease B 8| /100 8 & 18/20% 1| 3 4 8 g 3| 5 127 14 15 o
Detormities | o defommity .. .| 398 328 726 99-05 277 310 567 100 283 298 576 9914 201 185 396 99 241159 1116 3275 9o-
Dreformity present L] 1 T B — —| =] = 1 & ‘Ba 4 2 2 ™ 8 T i -85
Tuberculosis | None “ .. .l404 209 73z oqo0- 276 gqp 586 09-83 283 297 580 99°B3 ogn 187  g8a 100 1165 1122 aspg ag-go
(mon- Glamds .. 1 = = 2 - = - | 1 AN = s = 1 <! 1 04
pulmenary)| Skin il — 17 - 1 i 0%
No dlefect 1 =85 %7 TR 94-52 274 A0e 582 98-15 280 206 578 9904 201 186 387 0040 1150 1017 2287 98-00
Speach Diefective |r1n||hl1r||1. 8 2| 10 1-8 B 1 3 ol 2 1 3 81 - | - - i2 4 18 69
Stamm ering 1] == 1| 18 1 i 2 o 2 — 2 /g i 2| ‘B B 2 T -3
Mental ‘Normal . T |40z a0 731 9973 2T g06 577 0830 209 202 561 9656 g99 185 384 98-T3 1141 1012 2353 9837
ﬂmdiﬁnl Dkl o Backowari S 2 = 2| 21 B 4 10 1-T0 18 5 | 3I¥W 3z B S[1'81 26| 11| 37 1-63
m“ TWodefect .. .| 299 | 325 | 724 98-78 270 304 572 9745 280 287 567 ST6  1&7 178 375 0641 1146 1092 o088 o772
Dreafness 4 6 #| 8 iz 7 g 15 BN 4 10 1424 5 & 14 35 %1 3 pelzos
66 I':|.|.I|. Eye.. 16T 175 342 58-28 212 183 400 BEB 150 117 276 TO-9 538 470 (008 647
o - 13| 17 | 80 [B-naf 41 =0 3 58 18| 24 &1 32 83 g5 54
! 17| 40 27 &5 10 18 28 4E 92 7 10 48| 38| B5 | T4 47
P Right Lu 49 g3 1121908 28 36 63 0B 14 26 40 10-2 | 91 124 2915 [13°B
M Lelt Eye . , #4 71 115196 22 37 59 100 4 38 60 127 B0 1M 334 144
6o Hight [ u 13 g0 38 582 B 11 18|53 9 B 15 /38 30| ¥ a7 43
1, Left Eve .. 19 a0 39 663 10 6 1827 T B 15 |38 36| M 170 45
o /g« Might Eye 10 19 20(34| 10, 9| 19 83 5 8| i1 28| 2B 2B s 3
5 Left Eye & & 118 9 4 1321 [ B 1% | 3°8 = 15 38 24
Vision 6/aq Right Eye g 8 wiEg7® T| 4| |18 g & s/F0) 17| 16| 8
: 4 Lefi Eve . T i1 18 308 & 18 17 2. 3 1 & 10 15 2 3 25
§i.r Right Eve B{ 8 5| -8y & ¥ 10|17 9 ¥ 5|13 B| 12| 20/ 1-3
£330 g et Eve .. 1| % 6| 8 B| 5§ w017 | 6| B|13l & 14| 200 i-8
&/60 Right Eye 2 - 2 M 2 3 B "8 - 3 i B 4 8 10 [
O Lede Eve .. 2] = 2 M & 5 10! 1°7 2 2 B 7 T 14 )
ir\"- tlllllh— 'ﬁ“lg]“i “‘L = = = o I I l1 =7 = = I 1 -H
Pt Left Eve : : :; 1 1 1T ; l3 Eﬁ 2 ; 3 18
ilp: i v -— =a - : 1 3 IB
Blind “ E“ o = i 1 i 2 1| 6 == 2 £ 4 -2
"«-=|ul|1l i & 4 10017 3 5 gl 18 1 2 3 75 10 11 o1 14







