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MEDICAL OFFICER OF

URBAN DISTRICT OF ERITH,

BNNUAL REPORT

OF THE

FOR THE YEAR 1905.

Erira, KexT,
March 12th, 1906.

TO THE URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL OF ERITH,

(:ENTLEMEN,—

I have the honour to submit my Annual Report for the year 1905 in
accordance with the Regulations of the Loeal Government Board.

Population of the District.

The returns at the last Census in 1901 showed the population to be 25,296,
and the number of inhabited houses 4,291, Since then 1,232 pew houses have
heen buils, 50 of them during the year 1905, making a total of 5,523. In my last
Report I estimated the population in 1904 at 27,582 at the middle of the year,
and there were then about 500 houses empty ; at the middle of 1905 about 300 of
these had beon re-oecupied ; allowing for these at the rate of five inhabitants to
each house, and taking the excess of births over the deaths, I have estimated
that the population at middle of 1905 was 29,700,

Births.

There were 900 births in the district during the year, viz.: 461 males and
439 females. This is a decrease of 16 as compared with last year.

The birth rate for the year is 80-30, the lowest during the past ten years, and
522 less than the average for that period.

There were only eight illegitimate births.
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Closure of Schools,

In September I gave certificates for the Closure of the Infants’ Departments
of the  Central” Schools, and of the ** St. Augustine’s™ Schools, owing fo an
outbreak of measles.

Sanatorium,

During the year 141 cases were treated, of which 107 were Scarlet Fever,
33 Diphtheria, and 1 Enteric Fever.

Two tables are attached, one showing the number of palients treated during
the year, and the second giving the comparative returns of admissions for
the past five years.

Scarlet | Enterio u.l
Fever., Faver. |Diphtherial Total.
In Hospital, Jaouary 1st, 1905 ... 12 — 8 20
Admitted during year ) [ 1 33 141
Discharged during year ...  ...| 105 1 31 137
Died during year ... b — 2 T
In Hospital, December 31st, 1904... 9 - 8 17
1901, 1902, 1903. 1904. 1905.
Searlet Fever a8 38 33 T4 107
Enteric Faver 23 23 6 9 1
Diphtheria 14 3B 20 39 33
Total 65 96 59 122 141

Drainage.

The system of Drainage is by Sewers. The main portion is carried by the
sewer which was laid in 1898. This consists of a high level portion which takes
the sewage from the upper parts of the District, and a low level portion which
runs parallel to the railway from Abbey Wood to Erith. This latter portion is
worked by the Shone pneumatic system. This system conveys the sewage to the
outfall works at Anchor Bay, where it is treated before being discharged into the

river Thames.

In Erith there is in addition a sewer known as the Old Sewer, with which at
the beginning of 1905, 374 houses were connected.

During the year I have examined the drains of a little over 200 of these
houses, and found them in almost every case in bad condition. These drains were
laid many years ago and in many cases they have sunk, so that they are lower in
the middle than at the outlet, and consequently always full of sewage. In many
cases the pipes were broken, or the joints were not watertight, and sewage escapes
into the surrounding soil. There are no ventilating shafts, or inspection chambers
to these drains, and in many cases I found that sinks inside the houses were
direetly connected to the drains thus admitting sewer gas to the houses.






During the year only 20 of the houses which had been connected with the
old sewer were connected with the new sewer, and pressure should be brought to
bear on owners of property still connected with the old sewer to have the drainage
re-constructed and connected with the new sewer.

A good number of houses built on the Marshes at Belvedere and Abbey Wood
drain into cesspools, owing to the fact that no sewer is available for them. I have
in my periodical reports to you drawn attention to the condition of matters
prevailing on this marsh property.

Water Supply.

The water supply for the District is obtained from the Metropolitan Water
Board. The water is very hard but of very high purity as shown by the monthly
reports of the analyses made by the Analyst to the Board.

House Refuse Removal,

The house refuse in the District is removed twice a week by the Couneil.

It is placed in sanitary dustbins, pails, &o., on the kerb in front of the houses
or in the forecourts of the houses by the oceupiers. During the year 5499 loads
were thus removed, and deposited at Anchor Bay and on the marsh land. In my
last raport I drew the attention of the Couneil to the fact that the places available
for disposal of this refuse were being rapidly filled up, and to the necessity of
making ome fresh arrangements. There are now only two places where the refuse
can be deposited, and these will not be available for long.

Cow Sheds and Milk Shops.

There are eight cow sheds, about 90 cows, and 21 Dairymen and Purveyors
of milk in the District. The cow sheds and milk stores have been under constant
inspection and found clean.

Slaughter Houses.

There are four registered Slaughter Houses in the District; these have been
regularly inspected and found clean.

Bakehouses.

There are 15 Bakehouses in the District, not one of them being underground.
These have been regularly inspected and found clean.

Housing of the Working Classes Acts.

In February I gave certificates for Closing Orders under the above Acts for
nine houses in Northumberland Heath, These houses were afterwards put into a
proper sanitary condition, and further proceedings for closing them were not
taken.


















TABLE I

Vital Statistics of Whole District during 1905 and previous Years,

Births. Total Deaths Ragistered in the DNistrict, Doaths | Deaths of | .
| L s prol | of fos, [ Riaal, SRRt
pﬂpum;T Undeg 1 year of Age. At nll Apes. ll;:ql:l'f i;“iﬂi‘:'i;'j ;,I, Ptu]:.l;.i't Drsterct.
Year. 1.-.'1.::."._?:[‘::.:[ Number Rate® [ tioms Iil.l In I:Iih_l.- ti:'l:;br-
pechyear Mumler, J:;:’I%; Number. | Rate® IH:::-.-I. .I_f;;;:m IIF'J-:T;":»Ti:ilcl':_Icl Mumber, | Rnte®
|pegistered. Dhistriet,
1 2 3 4 & [} T l g 9 10 11 13 13
= | — r o
1895 | 16,000 | 506 (3162 | 64 (12648 197 1281 11 186 |11-62
1696 | 16,6C0 | 581 |[31-18 77 145 11 12-78| 13 198 (1260
1897 | 17,000 | 654 13268 | 70 1126 85| 218 12-859 9 209 |12-3
18598 | 19,824 | 673 |32:95 | 135 20059 369 1861 7 362 |18-26
1899 | 20,887 | 782 |87-43 | 110 |140-66| 320 | 15-33| 13 307 | 1469
1900 | 24,166 [ 851 |[85:21 | 120 |[141-01| 339 144003 9 330 [ 1365
1901 | 25,396 | 992 (3926 | 141 [141-19( 348 1370 14 334 |133
1902 | 25,296 | 943 18727 | 98 103-92| 306 1209 11 11 326 |12-88
1903 | 26,895 1047 |3893 g8 | 93:60| 286 10°63 8 8 478 [ 10-33
1904 | 27,5682 | 916 |[83-31 | 121 |132-09| 326 1181 18 10 316 |11-45
.I?'F!IIE!"_I.
O VERrs
rﬁ-;;r-m- 21,944-6| 770-5 | 35-52. | 103-4 182 65| 292:0) 13-30| 113 2846 | 12:96
— o = J-
1906 | 20,700 | 900 |(30-30 l B0 | 88-8 | 285 9‘591 16 4 2581 46
* Rates in Columns 4, 8, and 13 caleulated per 1,000 cf estimated population,
Total population at all ages e 25,296
Number of Inhabited Houses ap it i 4,291
Average number of Persons per House 5-89
Aren of Distriet in Acres (exelusive of ares cuvered by water) 2 3,859-513
I IT. III,
Inm=titutions within the District Institutions outside the District Other Institutions, the deaths in
receiving Sick and Infirm Persons receiving Sick and Infirm Persons | which have been distributed among
from outside the District. rom the District. the several localities in the District.
Royal Alfred Institution for Erith Sanatorium for Infectious
Aged Merchant Seamen, Diseases.
Erith Cottage Hospital,



















TABLE

V-r

Infantile Mortality during the Year 1905.

Deaths from stated Causes in Weeks and Months under One Year of Age,

| & | X d | & |
| - -5 . r ; : bl = = |2 .
B \g g lgleelalal2)2]2]2)2]4/8|3|2 [k
CAUSE OF DEATH. -~ | 8 s18g13|2ls |B|EB|E|B|E|2|= |2 e L
I|ZE|lE|BElEEl= |2 |2 |2 |2 |2 (=2 |= ol B B i ‘g
3] ) = o -] L= = [
p | S '-|s._i:3'¢ 8 A L o Gl o [ :L:E
All I’ Certified 0| 41 b 5 1l30l 2l 7| 6] 8] 8] 8| 4| 7] G| 4] 478
Causes. :., Uneertified 1 1 1 .ﬂ
Chicken-pox | 1 1
Comimon
Inf.ctious | Measles ... | I | 2 4
Disenses,
' Whooping Cough | S \ 1 1] 3
Diarrboea, afl
Diarrheeal forms ... .. 1| 4] 1 1 1 1] 9
Diseases. (iastritis, Gastro-
intestinal Catarrh 1 1 1 3
[Premu.t.urﬂ Birth... 12| 1| 2 13 15
Congenital Defects) 1 1 1 a
Wasting |
[hiseases Injury at Birth ...} 1 | 1 1
Atrophy, Debility, '
| Marasmus 1] 1 2 1 1 1 5
. Tubereulous |
Meningitis .. 1 1
Tuber- Tuberculous
culous | Peritonitis: Tabes
Diseases. | Mesenterica 1 1
Other Tuberculous
\ Diseases 1 1 2 3
Meningitis :

(Not Tuberculous)... 1 2 3
Convulsions 3 1] 41 1 1 1 L 9
Bronehitis ... 1 1 1 1 1 4
Pneumeonia n o | B P o S | 2 1 g1 9
Suffocation, overlaying 1 1 2 3
Other Causes 8| 1L} 1 5 5

Total Jar | & 51 1180 &) 7 6| &r&| Bl 4| F I 5| 4| 480
Population estimated to middle of 1905 29,700.
- Legitimate - ves - s 892.
in th b
itk ok Jeas Illegitimate . 8.
Deaths from all Causes at all Ages 281.
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