[Report of the Medical Officer of Health for Enfield].

Contributors

Enfield (London, England). Urban District Council.

Publication/Creation
[1940]

Persistent URL
https://wellcomecollection.org/works/trk8sydv

License and attribution

You have permission to make copies of this work under a Creative Commons,
Attribution, Non-commercial license.

Non-commercial use includes private study, academic research, teaching,
and other activities that are not primarily intended for, or directed towards,
commercial advantage or private monetary compensation. See the Legal
Code for further information.

Image source should be attributed as specified in the full catalogue record. If
no source is given the image should be attributed to Wellcome Collection.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/legalcode
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/legalcode














































PueLic OFFICES,
ENFIELD.

29th November, 1940.

T'o the Chairman and Members of the Urban District Council of
Enfield.
LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,

I beg to place before you my Annual Report on the Maternity
and Child Welfare and Midwifery work carried out in Enfield during
tle year 1939,

Owing to the War, and in accordance with the instructions of
the Ministry of Health, I am making this report as brief as possible.

During the first eight months of the year the normal work of
the department continued and satisfactory progress in each sphere of
activity was made. During the latter four months the service was
disorganised on account of the A.R.P. work which the department was
called upon to perform.

All four of the Council’s Maternity and Child Welfare Centres
became First Aid Posts or Casualty Stations, and the Health Visitors
spent much of their time in organising the First Aid Posts, static or
mobile. Much credit is due to them for the work they carried out,
and the present organisation is the result of their efforts in co-operation
with the medical officers attached to the posts.

In the early days of the war, it was essential to concentrate
in the first place on seeing that babies were provided with the foods
to which they were accustomed, and although the welfare centres
were occupied by A.R.P. personnel, steps were nevertheless taken
to assure that the clinics were open an adequate number of times
during the week to achieve this object. The sale of foods continued,
as did the granting of free foods to those who were in need thereof.
At the same time a skeleton dental service was carried out, whilst
ante-natal work continued almost unabated.

The Committee will realise, however, that this work could not be
carried out so easily at the clinics whilst they were in occupation
by A.R.P. In order to overcome this difficulty, a scheme was organised
whereby ante-natal work was carried out by the midwives visiting the
homes of their patients more frequently, and by the regular visitation
of the patients by one of the medical officers of your staff,
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Towards the end of the year, two of the Maternity and Child
Welfare Centres, namely, St. Stephen’s Road and Southbury Road,
were vacated by the A.R.P. and became once more fully available
for their normal purposes. It was not until the middle of 1940,
however, that Rosemary Avenue Clinic was vacated: in the mean.
while the clinic was held at the hall of the Church of the Latter Day
Saints, 49, Lancaster Road. Lincoln Road Maternity and Child
Welfare Clinic is still occupied by the A.R.P. Casualty Services, but
Maternity and Child Welfare work still continues there, the two
services working side by side with no more than the expected amount
of discomfort to both services.

During this time trained nurses were being appointed to take
charge of the First Aid Posts, and as a result it became possible to
free the Health Visitors for their normal duties. They are, how-
ever, all attached to First Aid Posts and render excellent services
there as additional trained nurses. In one case, one of your staff
remains in charge of a mobile unit and is carrying out her duties
there in conjunction with her welfare work and is giving satisfaction
in both directions. She also has the help of another Health Visitor.

The figures will show that midwifery work has been continuing
throughout the year on a scale no less than in 1938, and I consider
that great appreciation is due to the midwives for the way in which
they have carried out their work under black-out conditions.

The question that is now foremost in our minds is, naturally,
what has been the effect of the war on ante-natal and nursing
mothers and children under the age of five years. This report deals
only with the year ending the 31st December, 1939, but I am satisfied
and 1 think you will agree that the statistics in this report will show
that during the whole of 1939 the health of the district was well
maintained and was, in fact, as satisfactory as in any previous year.

The partial closure of the centres at the outbreak of war caused
a considerable curtailment of their activities. It was immediately
followed by many demands from the public that they should be
opened at once for the purpose for which they were designed,
namely, Maternity and Child Welfare, Every step was made to
meet this demand, which was felt to be a public appreciation of
the valuable work of the clinics.

After the clinics were re-opened every attempt was made to keep
the numbers attending low to avoid a large congregation of persons
on the premises at any one time. This again was found to be difficult,
and even to-day, when this report is being written, the number of
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Annual Report of School
Medical Officer

DENNIS H. GEFFEN,
M.D.,, B.S.,, D.P.H, M.R.CS., L.R.C.P.

For the year ending 31st December, 1939.

To the Chairman and Members of the

Enfield Education Commitiee.
MR, CHAIRMAN, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,

I beg to submit my Annual Report on the health of school
children of Enfield for the year ending 31st December, 1939.

The work of the School Medical Department was continued on
the same lines as in previous years until the outbreak of the war in
September. The schools, which were closed for the Summer holidays
did not re-open, and the ‘staff of the School Medical Department was
employed in the Air Raid Precaution Casualty Service. Eastern Enfield
is an evacuation area and western Enfield a neutral area. The schools
in the neutral area were opened for part-time education at the
beginning of October, and some of the School Medical Services were
recommenced as soon as the schools opened. The scope of the work
then gradually increased until by the end of the year it was possible to
return almost to pre-war conditions.

I beg to take this opportunity of thanking the Committee for the
courtesy it has always extended to me, and to pay tribute to my
colleague, Mr. Pascal, and to every member of the School Medical
Department who has helped me during the year.

I am, Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Your obedient Servant,

Dennis H. GEFFEN,
School Medical Officer.




































