[Report of the Medical Officer of Health for Edmonton].

Contributors

Edmonton (London, England). Municipal Borough.
Publication/Creation

[19547]

Persistent URL
https://wellcomecollection.org/works/bhguy43c

License and attribution

You have permission to make copies of this work under a Creative Commons,
Attribution, Non-commercial license.

Non-commercial use includes private study, academic research, teaching,
and other activities that are not primarily intended for, or directed towards,
commercial advantage or private monetary compensation. See the Legal
Code for further information.

Image source should be attributed as specified in the full catalogue record. If
no source is given the image should be attributed to Wellcome Collection.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/legalcode
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/legalcode




Borough of Edmonton

With the
ﬁmémné 9/ o ‘/ga/;&uf %t
of Health




Borough of Edmonton

REPORT

of the

MEDICAL OFFICER
OF HEALTH

tor the year

1953















Notwithstanding the inadequacy of the premises, the work that
is being done in the Edmonton Chest Clinic is worthy of the
highest praise.

With regard to other clinic accommodation, there is some
satisfaction that at an early date two Day Nurseries, which had
given good service for the children of the district in the past,
will soon be converted into clinics for mothers and children.

The state of health in Edmonton continues to be satisfactory.
The efforts made by your Officers in the past, as well as the
present, are bearing good fruit, and as a result of these efforts
the people of this district are becoming more health conscious.
The old traditional methods are disappearing, and the young
mothers who are coming along are more ready to accept new
methods, and indeed seek after knowledge of such methods.

Progress is being made in a slow but sure way, but the co-
ordinated effort necessary for the complete success of the National
Health Service Act is still lacking and will continue to be so until
premises are established where the various interests of medicine
can be administered under one roof.

The Local Health Authority officers are to some extent
hindered in their efforts because they are not free to treat their
own patients except in a small and limited way. The School Health
Service, the General Practitioners as well as the Hospitals still
remain a divided service, although great efforts are being made
to bring them together. It is not any fault of the Officers them-
selves, but due to carrying out their duties in premises so far apart.
This is also inconvenient for the patients, referring them at one
time to the General Practitioners and another time to the Hospitals.
Another factor which should receive some consideration in the near
future is the multiplicity of controls set up under the National
Health Service Act. This is proving to be an embarrassment to
Health Administration and interferes with the smooth working of
the Services in the interests of those whom the Act was intended
to serve.



If some of the Health Services were administered under one
roof, overlapping could be avoided and the patient receive his or
her measure of service with the least possible inconvenience.

It must not be assumed, however, that all the effects of the
National Health Service Act are being negatived by this over-
lapping; on the contrary, a great deal of good has been accom-
plished whilst much more remains to be done.

So far as disease is concerned, quite a number of changes have
occurred over the last 20 to 30 years. Scarlet Fever and Diphtheria
which wrought such havoc among the younger members of the
population in the past, have now become less virulent in character,
whilst other diseases have assumed greater gravity—Poliomyelitis,
Intestinal complaints, Allergies and some of the Chronic Nervous
Disorders are becoming more prevalent. These also have a sinister
effect in so far as remedies are not readily available.

Patients discharged from hospitals should receive a measure
of serious consideration. It is becoming more and more the policy
of some hospitals to discharge patients, notably old people, to their
own homes when it is apparent that nothing more can be done for
them in hospital. On some occasions this has proved injurious to
the relatives at home, as it sometimes happens, the aged partner
at home is the only one who can give assistance to the patient.
This frequently proves detrimental to both.

The service which is being rendered in this district of con-
veying information about patients from Hospitals to General
Practitioners and from Hospitals to Local Health Authorities is
serving a good purpose; this liaison is very important in the interests
of the patients.

Housing.—Some Clearance Areas have already been dealt
with, and it is to be hoped that this work will be expedited to the
fullest extent of the resources of the Council as some of the people
of Edmonton have lived long enough under circumstances that are
extremely undesirable.



























MILK (SPECIAL DESIGNATION) REGULATIONS, 1949,

131 samples of Designated Milks were examined during 1953. Results
were as follows :—

Pasteurised Milk.
49 Samples were examined.
28 Samples satisfied both the prescribed tests,

19 Samples failed to pass the Methylene Blue test. (18 of these results
may be disregarded in view of the rise in temperature to above 65° F.)

2 Samples failed to pass Phosphatase test.

Tuberculin Tested (Pasteurised) Milk.
40 Samples were examined.
23 Samples satisfied both the prescribed tests.
17 Samples failed the Methylene Blue test. (16 of these results may be
disregarded in view of the rise in temperature to above 65° F.)
Sterilised Milk.
42 Samples were examined and all passed the Turbidity test.

SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA.

The water supply of the Borough has at all times been satisfactory both
in quality and quantity.

The Metropolitan Water Board is responsible for the supply which is
piped direct to every dwelling-house throughout the Borough, and serves the
entire population.

The co-operation of the Board has at all times been of the fullest.

SANITARY INSPECTION IN THE AREA,

Seven District Sanitary Inspectors and one woman Sanitary Inspector are
engaged in the sanitary supervision of the Borough, working under the super-
vision of the Senior Sanitary Inspector. The Senior Sanitary Inspector super-
vises the work of the Borough.

16






2. Measures of Control.

Block
Type of Property. | Properties No. of | Notices s Treat-
Inspected. | Inspections | Served.| Rats. Mice. | ments
Local Authority's
Premises 8 174 s 3 1 o'e
Dwelling Houses .. 1,735 4,828 e 415 8~ e
Business Premises .. 49 268 e 13 10 .2
Total = 1,792 5,270 A 431 (1]

During the year maintenance treatments of the sewers took place by the
Borough Engineer’s Department, and I am indebted to the Borough Engineer
for the following report: —

Rat Destruction in Sewers,

The 12th Maintenance treatment was completed on 23rd January, 1953,
and the 13th Maintenance treatment was carried out from 20th April to 7th
July. The 14th Maintenance treatment commenced on 9th November and
will be completed early in 1954.

The results of the last four treatments can be summarised as follows: —

No. of No. of Prebait Prebait Poison Bodies Poison
Treatment M.H.s Takes Takes Takes seen used
Baited (Total) (Complete) (Total)
10 1,040 481 244 461 81 Zinc Phosphide
11 1,096 495 210 467 23 Arsenious Oxide
12 1,122 547 266 533 46 Zinc Phosphide
13 1,132 559 249 423 28 Arsenious Oxide

These results—which extend over two years, appear to be fairly uniform
and seem to show that the rat population in the sewers is being held at a
stationary level, that is, neither increasing or decreasing. This is in accord-
ance with observations made by Ministry Officials with regard to returns
made throughout the country.

I would advise the continuance of treatment of the whole system of foul
water sewers, as the untreated areas may encourage infestation by migration.

Middlesex County Council Act, 1950, Section I

Section II of this Act, which relates to Hawkers of Food and their
Premises, came into operation on the Ist of April, 1951.

No persons or premises were registered during the year, and no persons
were registered to trade in the Borough where storage premises are located
in other districts.

There were 125 hawkers on the Register at the end of 1953,

Rent and Mortgage Interest (Restrictions) Acts 1920-1933,
During the year no certificates under the above Acts were issued.
18



Disinfection and Disinfestation.
The following table gives some idea of the work carried out:—

Number of journeys to collect bedding ... 304
5 P " i » return bedding ... 306
Rooms disinfected after infectious disease 243
i 3 .  phthisis 2oa b Z. i)
" = » Other cases ... 45
b - » Vermin .., 220
Bedding, clothing, etc., disinfected after infectious disease 2,530 articles
& ., - . . phthisis e e
" ” i = » Other cases ... 2,378
" » " » ,» Vermin 7% 109 -

The Council distribute a disinfecting powder and fluid to residents who
apply for same at the Town Hall Yard. During the year, the applicants
numbered 6,534. One hour daily is allowed for such distribution with the
exception of Fridays and Saturdays. A Formalin Chamber is used for the
disinfection of books, leather goods, etc., articles that would be damaged by
steam. The number of books and other articles thus disinfected was 1,156.

Nine Council properties and 91 other houses were found to be
infested; the total number of rooms disinfested was 220. The whole of the
work is carried out by the Department, the materials used being insecticides
containing D.D.T. as a base.

Petroleum (Regulations) Acts, 1928 and 1936.

During the year 7 new licences and 103 renewals were granted by the
Council. The following is a list of particulars of quantities, etc., affected by
these licences:—

Petroleum spirit ... 426.424 galls.

Petroleum mixtures (cellulose) ... 10,948 galls.

Rubber solution ... 100 Ib. & 850 galls.
Mﬂﬂllﬂl'j'»,

During the first three months of the year no bodies were deposited in
the Mortuary.

The use of the Council’'s Mortuary for the reception of bodies was dis-
continued after 31st March, 1953, and by arrangement with the North East
Metropolitan Regional Hospital Board, on and after 1st April, 1953, all bodies
which would normally have been received at the Council’s Mortuary will be
received at the Prince of Wales’s Hospital, Tottenham, Mortuary.

Inspections.

- The following tabular statement gives the number and the nature of the
inspections made during the year: —

Complaints ... 1,809
Infectious Diseases ... ... 658
Food Poisoning 19
House-to-house 98
Factories with mechanical power ... s E30
Factories without mechanical power 13
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Manufacture of Sausages and Sale of Pressed, Pickled. Preserved,

Potted Meats and other foods 13
Manufacture of Cooked Meat ... 1
Manufacture of Preserved Foods ... 1

Summary of Food Premises.

Butchers 60 Grocers & Provision Dealers 188
Fish Shops ... 35 Dairies 10
Bakers and Confectioners ... 23 Retail Purveyors of Milk ... 105
Fruiterers and Greengrocers 73 Factory Canteens ... 73
Cafés R )

Pet Animals Act, 1951,

This Act, which came into operation on 1st April, 1952, regulates the
sale of pet animals, and provides that no person shall keep a pet shop except
under the authority of a licence granted by the Borough Council.

During the year three new licences were granted.

Number on Register at end of year was 11.

Game Dealers’ Licences.
Four licences to sell Game were renewed during the year.

SHOPS ACT AND STREET TRADING.

The Department administers three local Orders under the Act: The
Edmonton Hairdressers and Barbers (Late Day) Order, 1947, made under
the Shops (Hours of Closing) Act, 1928; The Shops Act, 1912, Edmonton
Weekly Half-holiday Order, Section 4(2) and (6) (Butchers); The Shops Act,
1912, Edmonton Weekly Half-holiday Order, Section 4(2), all the Orders
stand amended by the Shops Act, 1950,

There are approximately 1,305 shops and places other than shops in the
Borough which are liable to inspection.

The Shops Acts and Street Trading Inspector submits a monthly report
to the Public Health Committee, and the following is a short summary of the
work carried out during the year.

Visits to Shops, Licensed Street Traders, etc. ... sy 15297
Washing facilities, sink water heaters installed ... 10

~ Contraventions were in the main of a minor character, mostly concerned
with the exhibition of notices.

Shops Act, 1950—Part I, Section 1(2).

Edmonton Weekly Half-holiday Order — Letters of Warning were
sent to the occupiers of two shops where the above Order was being contra-
vened in that the shops were not closed for the serving of customers on a
Thursday afternoon.
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Shops Act, 1950—Part I, Section 2—General Closing Hours.

A letter of warning was sent respecting a shop found to be not closed
for the serving of customers at the normal evening closing hour.

Shops Act, 1950, Part II, Section 17(1)—Conditions of Employment.

Provisions as to assistants’ half-holiday. Letters of warning were sent
to the occupiers of 3 shops where assistants were found working during the
occasion of their weekly half-holiday. Legal proceedings were taken in one
instance where the occupier of a shop had been previously warned. A fine
of £1 0s. 0d., together with £2 2s. 0d. costs was imposed.

Shops Act, 1950, Part IV—Sunday Trading.

Thirty-three shops were visited in addition to supervisory operations
and observations. Two contraventions were discovered; a letter of warning
was sent in each case. Registers required to be kept under this Act were
inspected periodically,

Young Persons (Employment) Act, 1938.

Cinemas and Boot and Shoe Repairing are the only nccuphtions where
young persons are being employed under the above Act.  The Registers kept
at these premises were perodically inspected.

Middlesex County Council Act, 1944-1950—Street Trading.

Under these provisions one Street Trading Licence was revoked on
account of subletting, and two licences were surrendered voluntarily.

Four letters of warning were sent concerning contraventions of the Act
and Byelaws: two to licensed street traders and two to unlicensed street
traders.

The inspection of shops, stalls and other traders’ premises coming within
the scope of the Acts has been carried out throughout the year, including
Sundays and evenings.

Heating Appliances (Fireguards) Act, 1952,

The above-named Act came into operation on the 23rd March. 1953.
Regulations made thereunder which came into operation on 1st October,
1953, require fireguards to be fitted to gas fires, electric fires and oil heaters,
Standards of construction and fitting for guards and the tests to be employed
are set out in the Schedule and the necessary apparatus for testing the guards
has been obtained.

Under Regulations 5, heating appliances, other than imported appliances,
manufactured before the date of the coming into operation of the Regulations
and not fitted with the requisite guard may be sold or let until the end of
September, 1954,

The Shops Act Inspector has been appointed the Authorised Officer under
the Act.
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PREVALENCE OF INFECTIOUS DISEASE.

Measles and Whooping Cough.

These diseases were made compulsorily notifiable in October, 1939. 1,207
cases of Measles and 204 cases of Whooping Cough were notified during the
year. There were no deaths from these diseases.

Diphtheria.

One case was notified during the year. The patient was a 12-year-old
boy who had not been previously immunised. No cases were notified in 1952.

Scarlet Fever.

Continued to occur throughout the year in a mild form. There were
220 cases compared with 318 in 1952; there were no deaths.

“Return " cases numbered two, allowing for an interval of 28 days
between a patient returning home from the Isolation Hospital and the onset
of the disease in another inmate of the house.

Smalipox.
No cases of smallpox were notified during the year.

Enteric Fever.

Five casss of Paratyphoid “ B ™ and two cases of Typhoid Fever were
notified during the year.

In one case of Paratyphoid “ B ™ the onset commenced whilst the patient
was on holiday in the Channel Islands. Investigations of the remaining cases
failed to reveal the source of infection.

The two cases of Typhoid Fever occurred in one family (mother and
son). The source of infection was suspected to be shellfish eaten whilst
the patients were on holiday on the East Coast.

The mother was eventually discharged from hospital as a * persistent
carrier.,” She has been advised as to the necessary precautions to be taken
to avoid the spread of infection, and is being kept under close observation.
Faeces specimens are submitted at regular intervals for examination.

Dysentery.

During the year 426 cases of Dysentery were notified—331 Sonne, 56
Giardia, 29 Salmonella Typhi-murium, 2 Salmonella Enteritidis and 8 un-
specified. This figure shows a considerable increase compared with 1952,
when 176 cases of dysentery were notified.

The disease persisted throughout the year in a mild form, but of a total
of 426 cases, 331 occurred during the first five months of 1953.

The control measures, detailed in my Report for 1950, were maintained,
and again I wish to record my appreciation of the co-operation and assistance
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Pneumonia.
163 cases were notified during the year.

Diarrhoea and Enteritis under 2 years of age.

The death rate for 1,000 live births for London was 1.1, whilst that for
Edmonton was 0.0 as compared with 0.7 and 0.74 respectively last year.

Poliomyelitis.

During the year six confirmed cases of Poliomyelitis (5 Paralytic, 1 Non-
Paralytic) occurred in the Borough. Notifications were received in January
(1), June (1), July (1), August (1) and September (2).

There were no deaths from this disease.
16 cases were notified in 1952.

The following table gives the age, incidence, etc., of those suffering from
notifiable diseases, excluding Tuberculosis which is dealt with separately.

It must be noted that the figures in the second column “No. removed to
hospital” includes those already under treatment at a hospital, for instance,
the North Middlesex Hospital.

This remark applies more particularly to the infections associated with
parturition and includes puerperal pyrexia and ophthalmia neonatorum.

The number of deaths from Pneumonia includes all forms of this disease.

RISRY =
°
legl22 2 g
Disease Z§ g —| 1]l 213|4|5|10]15]20]|35 |45 | =™
3 éﬂ 8 |to|to|to|to|to|to|to|to|to|to|to] 8
o |ME|R | 1| 2|3| 4|5 |10|{15]|20|35|45]|65 "
™l
Z
Scarlet Fever 901137 | ses | - 2113 | 13| 22 138 | 28 3 1 1 1
Measles wo1207) 29| ... | 85 [105 |168 158 |213 492 | 23 7] [ 1 1
WhoopingCough| 204| 12 | ... |16 [ 20| 14 |26 (37|86 | 2| 1| 2| ..|..][..
Pneuamonia ... 163 13 | 62 2 4 b 4 51|16 1| 11 2119 | 30 | 43 | 22
Pusrp. Pyrexia | 184180 | ... | e | con | ove | oo | one | 5e [eea | 18 (133 | BT | 1 | i
Erysipelas 2| Gt REFRI] (it i ] Rl ol (R 2 1 5 4 (10 1
Food Poisoning| 17 3 2§ ff sl 5] %] 8} 1
Poliomyelitis ..., 6/ 3 2 PO B O [ G [N T A
Ophth-

MNeonatorum 19| 18 1 1.7 Bi) (SRS PSS el [ T (e Y S e
Dysentery o 426 B 13|21 |28 | 20| 16 {143 |46 | 15| 59| 85 | 23 8
Meningococcal

Infection 4 4 1 1 | b (e 1
Diphtheria ...] 1] 1 1
Paratyphoid '‘B'| 5| & 3| . 1 1
Typhoid Fever 2l 2 1 B S 3
Malaria & 11 1 1 h
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The following table indicates the Wards from which the various cases
were notified : —

Bury urch | Angel | Silver
Disease Street | Street | Road | Street | N. Middx.| Other | Total

Ward Ward | Ward | Ward Hosp. Instns.
Scarlet Fever - 98 i3 38 53 220
Measles ... wdl 460 214 247 286 1,207
Whooping Cough ...| 74 64 30 36 204
Pneumonia - 94 24 11 34 T A 163
Puerperal Pyrexia 1 ] S L | 18D 184
Erysipelas ... 16 2 3 | 2 23
Food Poisoning 9 3 4 gy 17
Poliomyelitis 1 4 1 ser | 6
Ophth-Neonatorum 1 izt B eraitod 17 1 19
Dysentery ... ik | 64 | 180 109 2 426
Meningococcal Infec. 2 e e 2 | 4
Diphtheria ... 1 ARl 1
Paratyphoid ‘B’ 4 1 6
Typhoid Fever .. 2 2
Ma-laria- L L LR CRE S l ]

IMMUNISATION.

As and from S5th July, 1948, immunisation against Diphtheria and
Whooping Cough became the responsibility of the Middlesex County Council.

Diphtheria.

During the year, 1,224 appointments were made—1,170 children com-
pleted treatment; of these, 1,139 were under 5 years of age. In October, 1950,
combined Diphtheria and Whooping Cough immunisation was introduced:
699 children completed this treatment. Of the 1,139 children referred to

above, 695 received the combined treatment. No children were Schick tested.
In addition, 1,276 children received a re-inforcing injection.

Whooping Cough. _
During the year, 29 appointments were made for this treatment—26
children completed treatment. In addition, 699 children completed combined

Diphtheria and Whooping Cough treatment. 3 children were given re-
inforcing injection.

CANCER.

The incidence of Cancer relative to the various organs of the body is
given as under:—

Males Females

Breast — 15
Uterus — 6
Lung, Bronchus ... 31 4
Stomach 12 8
All other sites 44 43

87 76
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