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Individual efforts seem to be getting more limited, and the
fact that we have more freedom and recreational facilities at hand
than ever before does not seem to be producing the effects that
we had at one time thought possible.

Health Education in our Borough is proceeding apace, but
the demand for Health Education amongst the general population
is now becoming more seriously felt.

The Clean Food Campaign has not progressed as much as I
would wish, but nevertheless, improvement in many spheres of
food preparation and production is becoming more apparent.
These factors are matters of great consolation to me personally,
because after many years now of effort by your Officers, the
population seems to be more health and hygiene conscious. We
are now coming to the stage in our development where the popula-
tion will demand higher standards in the services and facilities
that are available to them. This is a good thing, for in this way
the individuals that go to make up our community will help to
establish their own good standards of health and hygiene.

There are many houses still in the Borough which lack the
facilities to make this possible.

It is contemplated to establish Clearance Areas in order that
- the Council may. in their own good time. proceed with demolition
and the establishment of suitable permanent homes.

I have on many occasions drawn attention to the very
dilapidated state of some of the buildings, and it is a source of
great consolation to the members of my staff and myself that the
Council now intend to proceed.

At this stage I would like to mention the hygiene in schools.
Your Education Department will remember that T have on many
occasions mentioned certain separate schools in order that the
sanitary accommodation should be improved. During the year I
have, in company with my Senior Sanitary Inspector, presented a
general survey drawing attention to some of the W.C. accommoda-
tion in our schools; no great progress has been made in this
direction, and I would draw the Council’s attention seriously to
this great fault again.

































SANITARY INSPECTION IN THE AREA.

Six District Sanitary Inspectors and one woman Sanitary Inspector are
engaged in the sanitary supervision of the Borough, working under the super-
vision of the Senior Sanitary Inspector. The Senior Sanitary Inspector super-
vises the work of the Borough.

Sanitary Conveniences.

There are seven Public Conveniences in the Borough which are kept under
constant supervision by the Public Health Department.

During the year free hand-washing facilities were introduced. Liquid -
soap containers and paper towels were provided at each Public Convenience.
This innovation has proved very successful.

Hodent Control.

Under this heading your Senior Sanitary Inspector, as Officer-in-Charge,
Rodent Control, reported as follows : —

The Prevention of Damage by Pests Act, 1949 came into force on the 31st
March, 1950.

The Council have an Assistant Rodent Officer, two Rodent Operators,
the part-time services of a Junior Clerk and appointed the District Sanitary
Inspectors as Rodent Officers.

The District Sanitary Inspectors in cases where there was a possibility of
the infestation being due to defective drainage visited the premises and tested
the drainage and any defects discovered were dealt with through the usual
channels. In 80 per cent of the cases defects were discovered and as one can
quite appreciate entailed quite a large amount of work. The following table
gives details of the work carried out during the year.

1. Prevalence of Rats and Mice.
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3 Meat Pies 31 tins Fish Paste

14 stones Cod 37 jars Meat Paste
154 .. Dog Fish 15 cartons Chocolate Spread
73 Fish Cakes B Sandwich Spread
8 bottles Vinegar 212 tins Spaghetti
5597 pkts. Cheese 200l . Baby Food
110 jars Pickle - Celery
152 bottles Sauce 2 Ibs. Nuts

SHOPS ACT and STREET TRADING

The Shops Act 1950 came into operation on 1st October, 1950; this Act
consolidates the Shops Acts, 1912 to 1938- and certain other enactments
relating to shops. The Department administers three local Orders under
the Act.

There are approximately 1,226 shops and places other than shops in the
Borough which are liable to inspection.

The Shops Acts and Street Trading Inspector submits a monthly report
to the Public Health Committee, and the following is a short summary of the
work carried out during the year.

Visits to Shops, Licensed Street Traders, etc. ... 1,320
Washing facilities, sink water heaters installed ... 2

Contraventions were in the main of a minor character, mostly concerned
with the exhibition of notices.

Shops Act, 1950 Section 17(1) Conditions of Employment

Provisions as to assistants’ half-holiday. Letters of warning were sent
where 3 assistants were found working in a shop on the occasion of their
weekly half-holiday.

Shops Act 1950—Sunday Trading

Thirty-seven shops were visited in addition to supervisory operations
and observations. One contravention was discovered; a letter of warning
was sent. Registers required to be kept under this Act were inspected
periodically.

Shops Aer 1950—Closing Orders (Section 2).

A communication was received from the Edmonton Branch London
and Provincial Hairdressers’ Association requesting that the Winter Closing
of Hairdressers’ Shops should be 6.30 p.m., Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday
and Saturday, late night Friday 7 p.m., during Winter 1951-52.

Enquiries were made in accordance with Section 2 of the above Act;
the result of the poll showed a majority of opinion to continue with the
existing closing hours during the winter. In view of this the Council were
not prepared to make an Order for amended winter closing hours.
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Dysentery.

During the year 661 cases of Dysentery were notified—604 Sonné,
3 Bacillary, 38 Giardia, 16 Sal. Typhi-Murium and 1 Sal. Newport.

Of the 661 cases referred 1o above, 437 were notified during the first four
months of the year, and was a continuation of the outbreak which commenced
in the Borough towards the end of 1950.

Action taken to deal with the situation was fully reported upon in my
Annual Report for 1950. The effectiveness of these measures (and in par-
ticular the exclusion of all cases of diarrhoea in schools and nurseries until
a negative laboratory test was obtained) is illustrated by the attached diagram
of the Sonné Dysentery epidemic of 1950-51. I am indebted to Dr. M.
Thomas of the Public Health Laboratory Service (Edmonton), who prepared
the diagram.

No major outbreaks occurred after the institution of the control measures
and it should be emphasised that control of this kind was only made possible
by the full co-operation of the General Practitioners, Education Department
and Teachers, the Staff of the Public Health Laboratory Service (Edmonton)
and the Staff of the Health Department.

The careful bacteriological investigation of cases and household contacts
has (in addition to aiding the control of the epidemic) yielded valuable inform-
ation about the epidemiology of Sonné Dysentery, in particular about the
specially high rate of attack and length of infectivity of children under 14
years of age as compared with persons over that age.

Again I would like to thank Dr. M. Thomas for the excellent work and
assistance she has rendered to me in connection with this epidemic, and would
ufld that I always had the full support and co-operation of Dr. Thomas at
all times.

I would like to draw the attention of the Corporation to the immense
assistance rendered by the Laboratory Service in the Town Hall.
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