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We did not have the Mass X-Ray Unit this year because of the need
for accommodation to operate it. Indeed the need for accommodation is
becoming more and more acute as regards Public Health matters.

IMMUNISATION AGAINST DIPHTHERIA is having its effect.
There were no deaths, and the incidence has been reduced to the unit measure.
We have immunisation also against Whooping Cough, and it may be said
that the children so immunised do not seem to develop the disease and epidemics
in Edmonton are wvery mild compared with those in the past; no control
experiments, however, have been used in order to prove the scheme to be
effective.

BIRTH RATE has fallen somewhat abruptly—very probably due to
the influence of the economic outlook.

DEATH RATE is comparatively low, and again the major feature of
this is the number of old people who have passed on.

INFANTILE MORTALITY RATE is lower than last year and leaves
us in favourable comparison with England and Wales.

MATERNAL MORTALITY —there have been no maternal deaths
during this year either in hospital or district midwifery, It is now, I am pleased
to say, a considerable time since we had a death in district midwifery, but we
must however not in any sense relax our efforts.

POLIOMYELITIS has decreased, but we are still having the after-
effects of the epidemic of 1947.

FOOT CLINIC was transferred to the administration of the Middlesex
County Council on 5th July 1948. It is, however, a matter of regret that this
very popular service in no way equals the demand made by the public.

Finally, the difficulties of transfer under the National Health Service
Act 1946 are still with us, but they are slowly being ironed out, and in time
will be satisfactorily overcome.

As Medical Officer of Health I feel some regret for the administration
that has passed on, although I am looking to the future for a greater and better
Service yet. The acceptance or otherwise of the service rendered in the future
will be a matter for decision by the general public in comparison with the
service that had been rendered.






_ GENERAL STATISTICS.
Area (in acres) 3,896

Population—

Census of 1921 ... 66,809

Census of 1931 ... 77,652

Estimated by the Reglstrapﬁﬂneral for l'l.’lld*}"eﬂ.r 1948 ... 105,800
Number of inhabited houses and tenements at the end of 1948 ... 28,200
Number of inhabited houses and tenements at the end of 1947 .. 28,063
Rateable value, April, 1948 ... £762,754
Estimated product of 1d. in the £ for the year endmg March 31st,

1949 : £3,025
Rates in the £ for the raar andlug Hamh Bist, 1949 18s. 6d.

SOCIAL CONDITIONS.

(1) the number of free dinners given to schoolchildren, and
(2) the actual figures supplied by the Divisional Finance Officer.
No. 1 is given purely on economic grounds.

(1) Number of free dinners during 1947 ... 71,101
TESTOAES [ [N PR | - 1,136,253
o e R 105 ! A | 069,249
e e b w1948 ., 1,307,634

The average number of children receiving meals l:laJI_',-r was 6,259 (48.79%,
of the children in school).

Under the Milk in Schools Scheme an average of 11,863 children (96.69
of the children in Junior and Infants’ Departments and 77. 2% in Secondary
Schools), had milk daily.

(2) Figures re out relief :— Amount,
For the year 1947—
(@) Ordinary out-relief ... £26,801
(6) Unemployed out-relief... sse Nil
£26,801
(@) Ordinary out-relief for year ended 31-3-1948 £23,400
1-4-1948 - 5-7.48 ... 5,800
(&) Unemplnyed out-relief... Nil
£29,200
VITAL STATISTICS.
Live Births. Grand
M. F. Total. Total.
Legitimate e G i 831 796 1,627
Illegitimate b 28 31 59 1,686
Birth-rate per 1,000 of pt}pulatmn 15.93
Stillbirths.
Legitimate s e by 26 17 43
Hlegitimate s 2 1 1 2 45
Total of live and stillbirths ... 1,731
Rate per 1,000 total births ... 2599



Deaths. M. F. Total. Total.
Number ... 493 444 937
Rate per 1,000 papulatmn 8.85
Deaths from Puarpaml Causes. Rate per 1,000 total
Deaths. (live and stillbirths).
Puerperal and post-abortive sepms 0 0.00
Other matemal causes ... 0 0.00
0 0.00
Death rate of infants under one year of age.
. F. Total.
Number ... 33 27 60
All infants per 1 Uﬂ(} lwe blrths 35.58
Legitimate infants per 1,000 legitimate live btrths o 35.03
Illegitimate infants per 1,000 illegitimate live births 50.84
Deaths from Cancer (all ages) ... ; L
s . Measles (all ages)... 4
% .»  Whooping Cough (all ages) o 2
s ,»  Diarrhoea (under 2 years of age) 8

Grand

The following causes of death are supplied by the Registrar General angd
refer to deaths which were registered during the calendar year :—

Cause of Death. | M, E. Total

Typhoid and para-typhoid fevers S ks RS i e
Cerebro-spinal fever Ll - i | ik A
Scarlet fever R, F
Whooping cough ... ey (B b hgmd | 2
Diphtheria .. e T
Tuberculosis of the I‘E'EPIIEI.'LD["'," aystem e | B4 23 47
Other forms of tuberculosis 4 2 6
Syphilitic diseases ... 3 1 4
Influenza ... 1 1
Measles = 1 3 4
Acute Pc-lmm}re:hm and Polio- en-:&phahtl.a | 1
Acute infective encephalitis . 1 1
Cancer of buccal cavity and Demphagus {M ) Uterus {1‘h ) 8 10 18
Cancer of stomach and duodenum i |- 28 14 39
Cancer of breast ... - i 21 21
Cancer of all other sites ... 69 30 a9
Diabetes ... 1 2 3
Intra-cranial va.scular lcsmns 38 64 102
Heart disease ; + w121 107 228
Other diseases of the mrcula.tﬂry syatem 19 19 38
Bronchitis ... : s ws | 40 30 76
Pneumonia ... fe i 13 a0 43
Other respiratory diseases 10 4 14
Ulcer of stomach or duodenum ... i o i 11 1 12
Diarrhoea (under 2 years) 3 5 8
Appendicitis 2 2 4
Other digestive diseases ... b 7 12
Iguephnus] e 5 11 8 19
erperal an t-a urtw&se sm a
Other maternarm e . s ess
Premature birth L B (i 14
Congenital malformations, birth i m]unea infant diseases s | 1B 9 24
Suicide : ) 7 14
Road traffic ac:idents i} 1 B
Other violent causes 14 8 22
All other causes . ... 27 28 55
403 | 444 937













COMPARATIVE STATISTICS.

The Registrar-General has forwarded provisional figures relating to the
country as a whole and to London, enabling comparisons to be made as
follows —

I

| Birth-rate Death-rate per 1,000 births.

' per 1,000 ,

| population

| From diarrhoea, Total deaths

etc., under 2 years under 1 year
Live Still

England and Wales o I 0.42 33 34
London ¥ 'és o] BRI 0.39 24 i 31
Edmonton ... .o 15.93 0.42 4.74 35.58

Annual Death Rate per 1,000 of Population.

All | Whooping | '
Causes  Cough |Diphthen‘a Influenza

England and Wales | 10.8 0.02 0.00 0.03
London e i L L 0.01 0.01 0.02

Edmonton ... sl B85 0.01 0.01 0.00

- The following table gives the number of births and deaths (registered)
sub-divided into the four Wards of the Borough. It should be remembered
that births are only those which occurred in Edmonton of residents ; these
are registered in Edmonton. Births which take place outside the Borough are
not included; this fact accounts for the difference between these figures and
those supplied by the Registrar-General. The deaths include those taken
place outside the Borough, the information being given quarterly by the
Registrar-General.

Births , Deaths Infant Deaths

Ward

M . flw | E Ma | F
Bury Street . ... 5. . 214 208 | 151 | 1: 18 9
Church Street ... .. .. 100 79 105 96 1 3
TETRE D G S | 142 95 90 5 6
Silver Street & . oo i CIm 151 142 127 8 8
Vagrants ... - :

599 580 | 403 444 32 | 26
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Nature of Examination. Positive. Negative. Total.

Eye swabs for presence of organisms S ] 7
Ear swabs for presen e of organisms s —— — 3
Faeces for presence of Dysentery bacilli ... 6 15 21
Faeces for presence of pathogens i 6 73 79
Faeces for presence of Protozoa — 4 4
Faeces for presence of Threadworm _ 1 1
Gum swab for presence of organisms — — 1
Renal swabs for presence of pathogens — 1 1
Swabs for presence of C. Diptheriz
(a) From Suspects 2 290 292
(b) From Contacts et e — 23 23
(¢) From Carriers, old cases, etc. — 116 116
Swabs for presence of Hamolytic Strep-
tococci ose, 114 312 426
Swabs for presence of Vincent’s Angina 5 95 100
Sputa for presence of Tubercle Bacilli — 1 1
Urine—Bacteriological examinations — — 110
Vaginal Swabs for presence of organisms .. — - 4
Vomit for presence of pathogens ... - —_ 1
Total Number of Examinations ... 1,235

MILK (SPECIAL DESIGNATIONS) REGULATIONS 1936-1948.

48 Samples of Designated Milks were examined during 1948. Results
were as follows :— '

Pasteurised Milk.

20 Samples were examined by both the prescribed tests and 19 samples
were found to be satisfactory.

1 Sample passed the Methylene Blue test only and failed the
Phosphatase test.

Tuberculin Tested Milk.

14 Samples were examined, 9 satisfied both the prescribed tests.
3 Samples failed to pass both the Methylene Blue and Coliform tests.
2 Samples failed to pass the Coliform Test only.

Tuberculin Tested (Pasteurised) Milk.

14 Samples were examined by both the prescribed tests and found to be
satisfactory.
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SANITARY INSPECTION IN THE AREA.

Six District Sanitary Inspectors and one woman Sanitary Inspector are
engaged in the sanitary supervision of the Borough, working under the super-
vision of the Senior Sanitary Inspector. The Senior Sanitary Inspector
supervises the work of the Borough and is Inspector under the Canal Boats
Acts.

Sanitary Conveniences.

There are seven Public Conveniences in the Borough which are kept under
constant supervision by the Public Health Department.

Rats and Mice (Destruction) Aet, 1919. Infestation Order, 1943,

Under this heading your Senior Sanitary Inspector, as Officer-in-Charge,
Rodent Control, reported as follows :—

The Council have two Rodent Operatives and the part time services of a
Junior Clerk, and appointed the District Sanitary Inspectors Rodent Officers,
with Mr. Gafiney as Assistant Rodent Officer.

Up to the end of the year, 5209 visits and re-visits have been made by
the Rodent Operators in connection with complaints as to alleged rat
infestation. It is pleasing to report that it was not found necessary to serve
any notices during the year.

Defestation has been carried out on request at 1471 premises (which
number includes business and other premises) and at the end of the year 28
premises were in process of “ defestation,”’

The District Sanitary Inspectors in cases where there was a possibility of
the infestation being due to defective drainage visited the premises and tested
the drainage and any defects discovered were dealt with through the usual
channels.

Of 138 cases of Rat Infestation referred to the District Inspectors, owing
to the possibility of defects in the drainage, in 57 per cent. of the cases defects
were discovered and as one can quite appreciate entailed quite a large amount
of work.

During the year maintenance treatments of the sewcrs took place by the
Borough Engineer's Department.

Middlesex County Council Aet, 1944, Section 279, Hawkers, Ete.

This Act came into operation on the 1st October, 1944, and Section
279 replaced Section 71 of the Act of 1938. Only one person was registered
during the year.

Rent and Mortgage Interest (Restrictions) Acts 1920-1933

During the year your Senior Sanitary Inspector has issued 8 Certificates
under the above Acts upon applications of Occupiers of dwelling-houses in the
district,

16












3.—OUTWORK—Sections 110 and 111

Section 110 Section 111
No. of No. of
No. of | cases of No. of | instances
Nature of Work Out- | defaultin| prose- | of work | Notices| Prose-
workers | sending | cutions in served | cutions
in lists to | for failure | unwhole-
August the to supply some
list Council lists premises
Wearing apparel, making, etc. 175
Curtains and furniture hangings 24
Artificial flowers G . 4
Sacks . .s "e e 1
The making of boxes or other
receptacles or parts thereof I
made wholly or partially of E
Pﬂp&r s = a E ] - 24 |
Brush making .. A" o 9 .|
Feather sorting .. s s r |
Carding, etc., of buttons, etc... 5 |
Stuffed toys ) e ot 20 |
Cosaques, Christmas crackers,
Christmas stockings, etc, .. 3 i
Lampshades -4 = - 1 v
Totals .. _ o | 2bF | Tach e e foivelaan
FACTORIES.
Defects Remedied.
W.C. walls cleansed ... 6
W.C. cisterns repaired 15
W.C. Seats repaired or renew 8
W.C. Flush pipes repaired e
W.C. doors repaired ... 4
W.C. pans replaced 3
Roofs repaired e
Workrooms cleansed ... —_
Sanitary accommodation improved 15
o o for Sexes provided =
Urinals cleansed : 2
Unreasonable Ventilation ... ated
Drainage to floors amended ... 4

HOUSING—HOUSING ACT, 1936.

1. Inspection of Dwelling Houses During the Year : —

(1) (a) Total number of dwelling houses inspected for housing
defects (under Public Health or Housing Acts) . 2908
(6) Number of inspections made for the purpose ... ... 5,746

(2) (a) Number of dwelling houses (including under sub-head (1)
above) which were inspected and recorded under the

Housing Consolidated Regulations, 1925 and 1932 ., 362

() Number of inspections made for the purpose ... 598
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(3) Number of dwelling houses found to be in a state so dangerous
or injurious to health as to be unfit for human habitation... 9

(4) Number of dwelling houses (exclusive of those referred to
above under the preceding sub-head) found not to be in all
respects reasonably fit for human habitation ... 1998

2. Remedy of Defects During the Year without Service of Formal Notices : —

Number of defective dwelling houses rendered fit in con-
sequence of informal action b}r the Local Authunty or
their officers ... o : 902

3. Action under Statutory Powers During the Year.
A.—Proceedings under Sections 9, 10, and 16 of the Housing

Act, 1936 :—
(1) Number of dwelling houses in respect of which notices
were served requiring repairs ... - 478

(2) Number of dwelling houses which were rendered ﬁt efter
service of formal notices :(—

(a) By owners - 361
(b) By Local f’|.1.1th-:rr:t3,.F in default of owners ... 30

B.—Proceedings under Public Health Acts :—

(1) Number of dwelling houses in respect of which notices
were served requiring defects to be remedied ... 236

(2) Number of houses in which defects were remedied after
service of formal notices :—

(a) By owners 165
(b) By Local Authent:,r in default of owners ... =
C.—Proceedings under Sections 11 and 13 of the Housing Act,
1936 :—
(1) Number of dwelling houses in respect of which demolition
orders were made .. i ;|

(2) Number of dwelling heuses clemnhshed in pursuem:e ni
demolition orders . —_

D.—Proceedings under Eaeetten 12 of the Heusmg Aet 1936 -

(1) Number of separate tenements or underground rooms in
respect of which Closing Orders were made . ... 1

(2) Number of separate tenements or underground rooms in
respect of which Closing Orders were determined, the
tenements or rooms having been rendered fit. —

SLAUGHTERHOUSES.

Thirty-one visits were paid and the carcases and organs of 210 pigs
were inspected during or shortly after slaughter, permission for slaughter
having been obtained from the Area Meat and Livestock Officer, and the
following surrendered :—

5 Sets of lungs.
4 Plucks.
4 Hearts.
5 Heads.

2 Legs.
21






8 jars fruit salad. 74 Sweetphat,

64 ., pickles. 14 boxes of cheese.
6 gals. pickled onions. 40 1bs. macaroni.
6 ,, mixed pickles 16 bars of chocolate.
2 boxes mixed fish. 952 loaves.

49} stone rock eel. 408 rolls.

54 ,, kippers. 202 lbs. chicken.

1084 ,, haddock. 20 ,, duck.

30 Ibs. herrings. 788 ,, peas

38 stone skate wings. 3 tins turkey.

50 ,, dog fish.

SHOPS ACTS and STREET TRADING

The Shops Acts and Street Trading Inspector submits a monthly report
to the Public Health Committee, and the following is a short summary of the
work carried out during the year :—

Visits to shops, Licensed Street Traders, etc. ... 1,650
Washing facilities, sink water heaters installed ... 8

Contraventions were in the main of a minor character, mostly concerned
with the exhibition of notices. In this connection forms of explanation were
circulated to shop-keepers in the Borough.

Shops (Sunday Trading Restriction) Act 1936 :

Some shop-keepers were experiencing difficulty in interpreting the
requirements of this Act, in consequence forms containing an extract from the
Act, together with other official information, were circulated to certain shop-
keepers.

Young Persons (Employment) Act 1938,

Cinemas and Boot & Shoe Repairing are the only occupations where
young persons are being employed under the above Act. The Registers kept
at these premises are periodically inspected.

Middlesex County Council Act 1944,

Street Trading.—Legal proceedings were instituted and fines amounting
to £21 10s. Od. were imposed during 1948,

The inspection of shops, stalls and others traders’ premises coming
within the scope of the Acts has been carried out throughout the year, including
Sundays and evenings, and the work of registering, indexing and classifying
is still continuing.

Chemieal and Bacteriological Examinations of Food.

: The only examinations carried out by the Council are those for designated
milks, The matter has been discussed previously.
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PREVALENCE OF INFECTIOUS DISEASE.

Measles and Whunping Cough.

These discases were made compulsorily notifiable in October, 1939,
647 cases of Measles and 297 cases of Whooping Cough were notified during
the year. There were four deaths from Measles and two from Whooping Cough,

Diphtheria.

Only one case was notified during the year as compared with 8 in 1947.
There were no deaths:

Scarlet Fever.

This disease continued to occur throughout the year in a mild form ;
there were 128 cases compared with 261 in 1947 : there were no deaths,

" Return ” cases numbered 2 allowing for an interval of 28 days between
a patient returning home from the Isolation Hospital and the onset of the
disease in another inmate of the house.

Smallpox.
No cases of smallpox were notified during the year.

Dysentery.

30 cases were notified (23 Sonne, 1 Amoebic, 6 not typed). They
occurred in varios parts of the Borough throughout the year. All cases were
fully investigated but no common source of infection was discovered.

Cerebro Spinal Fever.

_ Two cases were notified during the year. These cases were carefully
investigated and precautions taken to prevent the spread of infection. No
deaths took place.

Puerperal Pyrexia and Ophthalmia Neonatorum.
These are referred to later on under the heading of Maternity and Child
Welfare.

Food Poisoning.
No cases were notified during the year.

Pneumonia.
32 cases were notified during the year.

Diarrhoea and Enteritis under 2 years of age.

The death rate per 1,000 live births for London was 2.4 whilst that for
Edmonton was 4.74 as compared with 4.8 and 6.82 respectively last year,
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Poliomyelitis.

During the year 3 confirmed cases of Poliomyelitis occurred in the Borough.
Notifications were received in January, February and December,

There was one death. 18 cases were notified in 1947

The following table gives the age, incidence, etc., of those suffering from
notifiable diseases, excluding tuberculosis which is dealt with separately.

It must be noted that the figures in the second column * No. removed to
hospital * includes those already under treatment at a hospital, for instance,
t he North Middlesex Hospital.

This remark applies more particularly to the infections associated with
parturition and includes puerperal pyrexia and ophthalmia neonatorum.

The number of deaths from Pneumonia includes all forms of this disease.

- |8 4
=]
[+ E@ o E
Disease EE 888 | —|1|2|3|4  5]|10/15(20[35|45]| g
FO|88| R [to|to|to|to|to|tofto]toto|toto]§
= = 1| 2| 3| 4|5 10]15|20|35]|45|65/| w»
& Vo]
7 | | |
! ' |
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The following table 1nd1c.ates the Wards from which the various cases
were notified :—

Bury | Church | Angel | Silver
Disease Street Street Road Street | N. Middx. | Other Total
Ward Ward Ward | Ward Hosp. Instns.
[
Scarlet Fever 34 21 a2 bl il 128
Diphtheria .. 1 1
Measles i J 160 146 124 210 ] aw 647
Whooping Cough ...| 85 78 79 72 3 297
fi:ueumama A 7 2 | U | 12 = E gg
ue al rexm H

rqﬁlas? | T [ | 3 5 | 24
Enteric Fever e i | 1 | 1
Poliomyelitis e 2 1 | i | 3
Ophth-Neonatorum 13 | |
Dysentery ... ... 8 Fep -, 0l | 30
C.5.F. 1 T | e 1 ‘ i 2
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Public Health (Tuberculosis) Regulations, 1930,

The number of cases of tuberculosis on the Register at the end of 1948,
was ‘—

Males. Females. Total.
Pulmonary forms ; 427 358 785
Non-pulmonary forms ... 73 04 167
500 452 952

The: corresponding figures at the end of 1947 were :—

Males. Females. Total.
Pulmonary forms 369 321 690
Non-pulmonary forms .., 5 84 157

442 405 847

— TR ———

Corresponding figures for previous years were :—

Males. Females. Totals.
1946 b . 417 375 792
1945 i 380 332 721
1944 370 319 689
1943 411 355 766
1942 348 304 652
1941 355 293 648
1040 349 313 662
1939 357 301 658
1938 363 297 H6O
1937 336 260 590
1936 315 252 567
1935 330 265 595

COUNCIL’S EMPLOYEES.

During 1948 the Medical Officer of Health paid a total of 276 visits to
those employees who had been on the sick list for longer than a fortnight and,

when necessary, at fortnightly intervals. Of these 49 were * not at home *
and 8 had already resumed duty.

Also, during the year, 57 persons were examined prior to appointment to
permanent posts.

MUNICIPAL FOOT CLINIC
Summary of Attendances and Treatment, 1948

During the year 1948, 266 patients made 2016 attendances, an average of
7.57 attendances per patient.

Subsequent| Total Old Age Pensioners
New Cases| Attend- | Attend- | Attendances
= | T8 | 8ne® | Primary |Secondary
Men ... 58 800 858 22 465
Women 208 6950 1158 66 433
Total 206 1750 2016 88 898
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FOREWORD

The year 1948 has been a very eventful one, a change from the old
regime and an entry into a new sphere of life. The period from January 1st
to July 5th was one in which no expansions could be made to the existing
services, although they continued to flourish and be well patronised by the
Public.

Prior to the 5th July, the Immunisation and Foot Clinics formerly
carried out by the Public Health Department, were transferred to the Maternity
and Child Welfare Department and finally after the appointed day became
part of the County Council’s Health Service. These statistics for the year 1948
have however been included in the Public Health Section as in this way a
complete picture of the work for the year is shown. Before the end of 1948
steps were being taken by the County to increase the number of sessions at
the Foot Clinic as this is a very popular service.

It is too early to judge the advantages in the change of the Home
Nurses from voluntary to County control, but with wise leadership there is
splendid scope for increasing this valuable work.

The extension of the Home Help Service is an opportunity for real
progress and will do much to relieve the minds of sick persons, particularly
householders who have such an anxious time when laid aside by sickness.
Unfortunately it is also a service which requires careful supervision if abuses
are to be avoided.

One of the depressing problems to be faced is the lack of medical,
dental and nursing staff which greatly handicaps the work. In time, steady
recruitment of these services will increase the number of people available
for preventive medicine. The urgent need for education in all phases of health,
both of the adult and child, cannot be over-emphasised and it is hoped that
during the coming year more health propaganda can be organised and supplied
to the Public.

The Day Nurseries have continued to play an important part in local
and national life, and with the very heavy waiting list of children requiring
vacancies, it is to be regretted that more premises cannot be made available.

I should like to place on record my sincere appreciation of the work
carried out by the Staff—to the professional staff for their splendid efforts
for the mothers and children of Edmonton under the prevailing difficult
circumstances and to the clerical section of the Maternity and Child Welfare
Department upon whose shoulders fell the entire burden of the work connected
with the transfer to the County Council’s Health Services from July 5th,
1948 and to whom much credit is due for the smooth running both before and
after the appointed day.
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ORTHOPAEDIC CLINIC.

The Clinic is held twice weekly and the following are the figures for
the year :—

Attendances.
Surgeon’s days 403
Treatments given ... ! 956
No. of children attending for treatment sae 621
No. of wedges fitted 186
DENTAL CLINCS.

The -following report for the year has been submitted by the Senior
Dental Officer :—

DENTAL REPORT M. & C.W. 1948,

* July of this year marks the end of the Welfare Dental Sessions under
our old system, and the introduction of that required under the National Health
Service Act. A major difference in these two systems and one which has
altered considerably the balance of attendances between adults and children,
is the abolition of our custom of treating mothers right up to the time when
their children became of school age. Many of these mothers and their children
visited me periodically over a number of years, and a kind of family Dental
relationship existed between us, which was to the advantage of all.

I propose, in this report, to divide the year into two halves : (a) The
pre-Act period (January—June) and (b) the Act period (July—December).

(a) It is interesting to compare the figures over the last five years
(1944—June 1948) in order to assess the steady progress and growth in
popularity of this service. In this comparison I shall not include the later
half of 1948 (vide supra para. 2) but shall confine myself to the years 1944—
1947 as full years, and then the first six months of 1947—48.

1944 1945 1946 1947

Mothers Children M. C. M. G M. L
No. of attendances 946 260 S8SGB 386 1097 489 1220 618
. ., New cases 310 180 310 206 338 245 3956 317
Total number treated gl8 256 598 360 596 458 714 585
,, fillings 78 - 100 - 95 - 131 -
,.  dressings 20 405 23 621 41 812 37 1046
., scalings 71 - 56 - 47 - 43 -

Extractions (No. of teeth) :
(a). General anasthetics 1133 174 1400 210 1579 223 1594 323

(b). Local ) 31 - 22 - 13 - 22 -
Total general 349 03 303 131 426 133 0604 215
Dentures supplied 77 - 6l - 91 - 90 ~
No. of sessions 103 - 04 - 100 - 106 -
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It will be seen from these figures that the average total increase in new
cases over this four year period is 90.7 per annum, an indication of the growing
interest in this Clinic. The numbers treated show a corresponding average
increase of 41.7 p.a. The sessions during this period were booked to capacity
and it was not possible to materially enlarge upon this average. Similar increases
will be seen in all items of these tables with the exception of extractions with
local an®sthetics and scalings, which show a small decline. The overall figures
show a pleasing and progressive picture.

At the beginning of 1948, it was evident that extra sessions would have
to be devoted to the M. & C.W. work to deal with the larger numbers now
requiring treatment. In consequence of which, an additional session was intro-
duced once a month at the Croyland Road Clinic, which continued until the
introduction of the Act on the 5th July.

The following tables will show a continued increase in new cases, and
cases actually treated, of 63 and 170 respectively, over the six month period
January—June 30th, 1947, during the first six months of 1948. The remaining
items speak for themselves and, I think, require no further comment.

Jan - June 1947 Jan - June 1948
Mothers Children Mothers Children
No. of attendances 537 289 728 367
,» » NEW cases 180 141 208 176
. treated 302 272 397 347
,» fillings 63 - =6 -
,, dressing 14 467 36 48
,» Sscalings 13 - 24 -
Extraction (No. of teeth)
fa). General an®sthetics 687 136 921 195
(b). Local i i - 16 -
No. of sessions 49 5%

The first half of the year showed great promise and but for the sad
lack of premises and shortage of staff, much might have been done to create
a large and flourishing service, which I am convinced would have grown very
rapidly.

In this brief survey I have endeavoured to give a rough idea of the
progress of our M.& C.W. Dental Service under the 1918 Act period. In
many respects [ am sorry that it has gone so far as it concerns this particular
work.

(b) The Act Period (5th July—December, 1948).

The coming of the Health Act, upset our smooth running to some
extent, many of our mothers were confused and did not understand to what
extent the service was still open to them., Many of them, no longer nursing
mothers, whose children were over one year of age, were no longer entitled
to seek treatment for themselves through the medium of the Welfare Service,
and were obliged to attend privately with their family Dentists. Others in this
class were already under treatment, and presented something of a problem.
However, 1 was permitted to finish the work in hand before finally concluding

their visits,
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This new arrangement produced a marked decline in our adult attend-
ance during the last six months of the year, an average drop of 41 (36%
approx.) per month, under the corresponding six monthly periods of 1947,
whilst the average child attendance showed a constant average under the same
conditions. During the same periods new cases show an average fall of 41.1%
mothers and 12.6% children approximately.

il
July Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov, Dec.

M Gs s Moo YoM clionl 8. 1Moy B G

No. of attendances 131 60 102 49 122 59 103 61 110 50 115 50
., MEW Cases 40 26 35 26 32 28 33 33 43 3 33 A

———— e ——— S

1948

July Aug. Sept. Oct Nov. Dec.
M. C MG (M:E M _C M € M C

No.of attendances 106 58 84 55 96 32 67 62 655 55 66 66
No. of new cases 21 .22 27 19 22 20 - 18..33 2030 19 28

During the year 1948, 102 dentures were supplied to mothers ; of these
61 were supplied prior to July 5th and 41 during the latter half of the year.

The fall in the adult figures was expected and inevitable under the new
conditions, whilst that of the children, I think, can be attributed to prevalent
uncertainty during this time, and will in fact re-assert itself when the public
have become better acquainted with the new order of things.”

Sunlight Clinie.

1,647 treatments were given to children referred for sunlight during the
year. The work of the Clinic had to be curtailed in order to to devote more
time to the Orthopaedic Clinic,

Ophthalmic Clinic.

Prior to 5th July, 1948, 85 children under 5 years of age attended this
Clinic : 42 attendances were made for Refraction, 14 attendances were made
for examination and 84 attendances were made for re-examination.

The examinations consist of cases other than refractions who on their
first visit to the Clinic were suffering from persistent discharge of the eyes
styes, Tarsal cysts, blinking, ptosis, etc, The re-examinations refer to the
follow-up visits ol children who have already attended once for refractions or
examinations. With the introduction of the National Health Service Act
1946, this service ceased for children not at school.

Speech Clinic.

Arrangements are made for children under 5 years of age to attend the
Speech Clinic and 10 children were referred during the year,
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1. CO-ORDINATION.

I am pleased to report that every assistance is given by head teachers,
private practitioners, the Chest Clinic, local and Metropolitan Hospitals, social
services and various departments of the County Council, thus enabling the
co-ordination to run smoothly as in previous years,

2. MEDICAL INSPECTION.

During the year 1948, 5,021 children attending Primary and Secondary
Schools were given a full routine medical inspection and the analysis of the
age groups was as follows :—

Brtrants vl senbasuT s B s 1,390
Second Age Group .. VRS e 2,120
THUEE DL ATPOND e, s e eaem 883
Other Periodic Inspections el 628

Special inspections and re-inspections totalled 15,102 during the year.

3. FINDINGS OF MEDICAL INSPECTIONS.

(a) Classification of the Nutrition of Children inspected during the year :—

Number A B C
Inspected (Good)  (Fair) (Poor)
5,021 i S T ik 2,091 2,619 311
(b) ‘Cleaslingss.

The total number of examinations carried out in the schools by the
school nurses was 48,675 and the total number of individual pupils found to
be infested 556, in respect of whom cleansing notices under Section 54 (2) of
the Education Act, 1944, were issued. The number of individual pupils in
respect of whom cleansing orders were issued (Section 54 (3)) was 237.

(c) Minor Ailments and Diseases of the Skin.
The total attendances at the two Minor Ailments Clinics during the
yvear were 32,004, as follows . —
Pymmes Park Clinic .. R 16,168
Croyland Road Clinic .  wie wiw 15,836

(d) Visual Defects and External Eye Diseases.

The progressive increase in the number of school children and children
under school age, which has been going on since the Ophthalmic Clinic com-
menced, 1s even more marked than in previous years, and the total attendances
have reached the very high figure of 3,688,
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