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PREFACE.

PusLic HEALTH DEPARTMENT,
Town HALL,
EpmontOoN, N9,

HEer WorsHIP THE MAYOR, ALDERMAN AND COUNCILLORS OF THE BOROUGH OF
EpmonTON,

Your WorsHIP, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,

I have much pleasure in presenting my tenth Annual Report for the year
1944, and the fifth under War-time conditions.

The Report is compiled in accordance with the Ministry of Health Circulars
and therefore once again contains only a brief outline of information.

The BIRTH RATE continues to increase and it is a great pleasure to
note the low MATERNAL MORTALITY and complete absence of any deaths
from puerperal infection.

The health conditions of the Borough in general are quite satisfactory,
and I would like to say that quite a number of people in Edmonton live well
into the 70-80 years of age group. During the War years when enemy action
was at its highest the conduct and bearing of the Edmonton Citizens was a
fact which I greatly admired ; under very difficult circumstances there were
no signs of panic at any time, and at all times good feeling and cheerfulness
prevailed.

A matter that was of great concern to me, and for which I should express
my gratitude and admiration, was the devotion of the General Practitioners
of the Borough to their work both night and day. Many of them also served
on Civil Defence duties, and there was no instance in which anyone of them
failed to respond to the call of need when the enemy visited the Borough.
I would like to thank them very heartily for their co-operation,

My thanks are due to the Members of the Council for their help and
assistance in getting through what was an exceedingly difficult year. I would
also like to thank my Staff for their unfailing efforts and devotion to duty
during these very trying times.

I have the honour to be, Your Worship, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Your obedient Servant,,
D. REGAN,

Medical Officer of Health.

GENERAL STATISTICS.

Area (in acres) 3,896
Population—

Census of 1921 ... 66,809

Census of 1931 ... 77,652

Estimated by the Registrar-General for mid-year 1944 ... 91,590
Number of inhabited houses and tenements at the end of 1944 ... 25,950
Number of inhabited houses and tenements at the end of 1943 ... 26,000
Rateable value, April, 1944 ... g 3k £738,578
Estimated product of 1d. in the £ for the year ending March 31st,

1945 £3,000
Rates in the £ for the year ending March 31st, 1945 15s, 2d.
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Death rate of infants under one year of age.

M. F. Total.

Number ... 37 24 61
All infants per 1 I}D(}hve ‘births i 31.75
Legitimate infants per 1,000 legitimate live births . 32.22
Illegitimate infants per 1,000 illegitimate live births 2222
Deaths from Cancer (all ages) ... P

» . Measles (all ages)... 1

: »  Whooping Cough [a]l es} 4

“ »  Diarrhoea (under 2 years of age) 5

The following causes of death are supplied by the Registrar General and
refer to deaths which were registered during the calendar year :—

Cause of Death, M. F. Total
Typhoid and para-typhoid fevers are
Cerebro-spinal fever e 2 ¥ 2
Scarlet fever
Whaooping cough ... 2 2 4
Diphtheria ...
Tuberculosis of the reﬁpjratnry s.}rstem A | 23 54
Other forms of tuberculosis = 5 6 11
Syphilitic diseases ... aus 2 2 4
Influenza ... 1 3 4
Measles 1 1

Acute Puhom}rehtls and Puha-encephahhs
Acute infective encephalitis

Cancer of buccal cavity and o&mphagus {M ) Uterus {F } 6 7 13
Cancer of stomach and duodenum 14 13 27
Cancer of breast ... 14 14
Cancer of all other sites ... 69 52 121
Diabetes (5} 9 15
Intra-cranial vascular Iemons 31 41 72
Heart disease ¥ il . A R 1 1 111 213
Other diseases of the mrcuiatnry 5yatem | e 1 14 33
Bronchitis ... b e 37 27 64
Pneumonia ... i SR 18 24 42
Other respiratory diseases T 5 12
Ulecer of stomach or duodenum ... 14 5 19
Diarrhoea (under 2 ]rea.ra,‘r 3 2 5
Appendicitis : ; <53 Ml | 1 2
Other digestive diseases ... 10 17 27
Nephritis .. 10 8 18
Puerperal and pmta.bﬂrtwesepms .
Other maternal causes 2 2
Premature hirth i oy 10 5 15
Congenital malformations, birth i mjunm miant diseases s | FAB 8 26
Suicide . b 1 3 4
Road traffic accldents 6 (5]
Other violent caunses 1 26 57
All other causes ... 41 45 T4}

497 | 480 977

The two tables overleaf give the deaths of those registered during the
52 weeks ended 30th December, 1944,

The slight difference between the tables overleaf in respect of the causes
of death and the one supplied by the Registrar General is that the Registrar
General is in possession of additional information on the matter.
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INFANTILE MORTALITY.

The deaths of infants under one year of age were as follows :—

M. F. Total
A e oo o S G PR G
11557 S e e—————— TR g w0
37 24 61

The death rate of all infants per 1,000 live births was 31.75. The death
rate of all infants under one month of age per 1,000 live births was 20.82,

A detailed sub-division of the causes, etc., of these DEATHS is as follows:—

MALES.

ot A a4 A i é :a B
Bl |B|8E]| 5|8 gl &8
Causes of Death = g g g | g g
g g -g B Elm i N

A Rl AR RSREL:

2 t RN R — E=

Whooping Cough ... s bl iamn. Era | i1 oo . 1
Diarrhoea ... e et S el e . 1 1 1 a
Pneumonia ... H (L (i) 4= 1 1 ] EEA 2
Bronchitis ... ! 2 2
Premature Birth ... el 8 | 11 11 R T 11
Atelactasis ... Ea ot ) (L - e 4] | | 9
Congenital Malformations ... ] i g R N e | - |- 5
Other caunses ey 1 1 2 3 - 5
Totals | M= 321 3 28 4| 5 1 I 38

FEMALES.,
l4lalale]ls |212]8]8]s
E1818 8221813 8|8]3;
{

Causes of Death !..: = 2 e SelE|g |8 g 32
| E|8|5|5 FE | m o | 2] d-

: 2= 1T ]T]¢

E 3 &g - | =

Whooping Cough ... T P . i 1 1
Cerebral Haemorrhage ... R P T 2 s e 2
Pneumonia ... Bz o Lo Bl e 1 El 2 1 1 7
Congenital Malformations ... sl Dl res j | ri? A et ! 2
Premature Birth g 4 1 { 5 e e 5
Atelactasis ... N S (SR S T 2 Far| P 2
Bronchitis ... I ] S 1
Gastro-enteritis LR SRR [ FRN R e g j ) B B 1
Violence ,| 1 1 TN TN T 1
Totals wee] 10 ! L I 12 4 3 1 2 22




COMPARATIVE STATISTICS.

The Registrar-General has forwarded provisional figures relating to the
;:nuntry as a whole and to London, enabling comparisons to be made as
ollows :—

Birth-rate Death-rate per 1,000 births.

per 1,000
population
From diarrhoea, | Total deaths
etc., under 2 years under 1 year
. Live: Sl : iy}
England and Wales ! 126, 3 4.8 46
London in 15.0 0.42 10.1 61
Edmonton ... .. sl 2097 0.48 26 31.75
Annual Death Rate per 1,000 of Population.
All Scarlet | Whooping
| Causes | Measles | Fever Cough Diphtheria | Influenza
England and Wales | 11.6 0.01 0.00 003 [ 002 012
London .. ..[157 | 0.00 0.00 0.04 0.01 0.08
Edmonton ... ol 10.66 | 0.01 0.00 0.04 0.00 0.02

- The following table gives the number of births and deaths (registered)
sub-divided into the four Wards of the Borough. It should be remembered
that births are only these which occurred in Edmonton of residents ; these
are registered in Edmonton. Births‘which take place outside the Borough are
not included ; this fact accounts for the difference between these figures and
those supplied by the Registrar-General. The deaths include those taking
place outside the Borough, the information being given quarterly by the
Registrar-General. ; ‘

Births Deaths Infant Deaths
Ward : ]

M. i M. F. Bl |

e EN————., . (" U T T
Church Stveet = .... .= | ..] | 181 149 111 121 8 5
Angel Road e e b8 | B 141 121 101 7 5
Silver Street Z11 § 201 ¢ 127 141 | 11 5
Vagrants ... : v oo | B oA || 2 =7 W
| 3 699 | 505 499 38 22

Laboratory Facilities.

The Laboratory Services have again proved of great value by giving results
at the shortest possible notice, on the spot. Both Practitioners and Staff
have no difficulty in getting their specimens to the laboratory, and in that
way immediate results, particularly in relation to Maternity and Day Nurseries,
have proved of immense value.

_Medical Practitioners centinue to make good use of the facilities at their
disposal.
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SANITARY INSPECTION IN THE AREA.

Five District Sanitary Inspectors and one woman Sanitary Inspector are
engaged in the sanitary supervision of the Borough, working under the super-
vision of the Senior Sanitary Inspector. The Senior Sanitary Inspector
supervises the work of the Borough and is Inspector under the Canal Boats
Acts.

At the outbreak of hostilities the Senior Sanitary Inspector was ap inted

Controlling Officer for Emergency Petrol Supplies and also the Authorised
Officer for the Decontamination of Food (Food Decontamination Officer).

Sanltary Conveniences.

There are seven Public Conveniences in the Borough which are kept under
constant supervision by the Public Health Department.

Rats and Mice (Destruction) Act, 1919. Infestation Order, 1943.

Under this heading your Senior Sanitary Inspector, as Officer-in-Charge,
Rodent Control, reports as follows :—

In February last, when the Act came into operation in this Borough,
the Council appointed two Rodent Operatives and a Junior Clerk, and appointed
the District Sanitary Inspectors Rodent Officers. )

Up to the end of the year, 2,504 visits and re-visits have been made by
the Rodent Operatives, in connection with complaints as to alleged rat in-
festation. Seventy-four Intimation Notices have been served—owing to the
fact that the Occupiers did not appear to be taking effective measures to
eradicate the vermin; and one Statutory Notice was served.

Defestation has been carried out on request at 106 premises and at the
end of the year 26 premises were in process of “ Defestation.”

The District Sanitary Inspectors in-cases where there was a possibility of
the infestation being due to defective drainage visited the premises and tested
the drainage and any defects discovered were dealt with through the usual
channels.

Of 193 cases of Rat Infestation referred to the District Inspectors, owing
to the possibility of defects in the drainage, in 101 cases defects were discovered
and as one can quite appreciate entailed quite a large amount of work.

Middlesex County Council (General Powers) Act, 1938, Section 71, Hawkers, Etc.

This Act came into operation on the 1st January, 1939, the Council
together with other Local Authorities considered the adoptive sections and
put the necessary resolutions and action into being regarding Sections 70 and
71. No new applications were received during 1944.

Disinfection and Disinfestation.
The following table gives some idea of the work carried out :—

Number of journeys to collect bedding ... L

W et 17 ., return bedding ... 266
Rooms disinfected after infectious disease 29 Yo s

o 5 ,» phthisis ... s 109

Disinfestation carried out after vermin ... i 216
Bedding, clothing, etc., disinfected after infectious

disease SO oo 4,427 articles
Bedding, clothing, etc., disinfected after phthisis e - O

other cases ... 2,690

L i i1 FT] T
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MIDWIFERY SERVICE.

Analysis of work.
Actual confinements attended by mid- (Of this number 644 as
wives ... 740 midwives and 96 as

o Maternity Nurses).
Attended by midwives, but women
admitted to hospital before or

during confinement 3Li TI6T
Left district before confinement or (Attention and supervi-
mothers evacuated through L.C.C. sion given by Municipal
scheme, etc. = ... 244 midwives during Ante-
Natal period).
Medical Aid.

The number of claims made by doctors for Medical Aid during the year
1944 was 102, of this number 18 cases were granted free of charge, 9 at half
cost and the remainder paid the full fee.

Gas and Air Analgesia.

One hundred and one cases were booked during the year of which 3 were
free of charge, one was half cost, and the remainder paid the full cost. Seventy
cases had the Gas and Air administered and 31 were cancelled for various
reasons. '

Evacuation of Expectant Mothers under the Government Scheme at the eighth
month of pregnancy.

The department is responsible for the arrangements in connection with
the evacuation of expectant mothers under the Government Scheme and in
1944, 340 mothers applied to be sent away. By December 31st, 242 women
had been sent to reception areas for their confinement. Thirty-eight cancelled
the arrangements for various reasons.

Home Helps.

One hundred and twenty-eight women had the services of a Home Help
during 1944, 109 paid the full cost, 7 paid half cost, and 12 had the services
free of charge.

Ante-Natal Scheme of Co-operation between the Couneil and the North Middlesex
County Hospital.

Under an arrangement with the Middlesex County Council the Health
Visitors visited 48 homes during the year where women applied to the North
Middlesex County Hospital for admission and the Authorities desired to have
a report on the home circumstances.

Sterilised Maternity Outfits.

Six hundred and fifteen sterilised maternity outfits were issued during the
year, 543 were paid for, 28 paid half cost, and 44 were granted free of charge.
X-Rays.

Fifteen mothers were referred to the hospital for X-Ray Examination
during the year, 12 of whom paid the full cost, 2 half cost, and one was free of
charge.

CHILDREN UNDER 5 YEARS OF AGE DISCHARGED FROM THE NORTH
: MIDDLESEX COUNTY HOSPITAL.

Fifteen visits were paid to children under 5 years of age who had been
discharged from the hospital and it was necessary for them to remain under
supervision.
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giving them more individual treatment than has been our custom in
the past; this has meant that every ‘old case’ returning from
evacuation has been immediately readmitted for regular treatment.

(b) The second factor contributing to a lower discharge figure has been
the effect of the raids and consequent nervous tension on the children,
particularly the stammerers. The raids in the early spring had a
very marked effect on the children.

On January 1st, 1944, there were 139 cases on the books, there have been
92 new cases and 5 re-admitted (previously discharged or defaulted).

Total 236 : these are accounted for thus :(—

Discharged = ... 51
Deleted ... A
Evacuated 22 (while undergoing treatment)
Evacuated e 13 (while awaiting treatment)
Waiting list kb
Treatment 82

236

- One hundred and forty-three school children have received treatment and
we start the New Year with 148 cases on the books.

ANNUAL COMPARISONS

1938 | 1939 | 1940 | 1941 | 1942 | 1943 | 1944

New Cases ... s s 61 66 57 52 96 74 92
Received Treatment 52 85 93 93 122 125 143
Discharged ... 20 32 23 33 46 61 51
Waiting S Gds « | 100 | 83 50 45 58 49 44

The Maternity and Child Welfare have referred 7 cases during the year ;
of these 2 are not considered suitable for immediate treatment but will be
recalled for inspection at regular intervals ; one has not attended since June
and has probably gone away on account of the raids, 3 are receiving regular
weekly treatment ; one child was found to be in need of a plastic operation
before treatment in the speech clinic could be successfully carried out, this
child has been admitted to hospital for the operation and as soon as he is well
enough he will be re-admitted to the speech clinic for regular weekly treatment.

This is the seventh year since the Clinic was opened in 1937. Every
effort is made to co-operate with other departments of the School Medical
- Service especially in connection with those children requiring medical, surgical
and dental treatment. It is also very satisfactory that the Child Guidance
Clinic has been established in the Borough where further help can be given
to those children needing it.

The co-operation of the teachers and other members of the staff has been
satisfactory.

It may interest the Education Committee to know that 630 children
have been seen in the Speech Clinic, the results of which have given great
satisfaction to the parents and teachers.
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(¢) Dental Defects.
 ‘The treatment of dental defects was carried out at the Croyland Road
and Hazelbury Road Dental Clinics. Particulars of attendances, etc., are
given at the end of the report. -
Orthedontic cases were treated at the above two Clinics, and the atten-
dances for 1944 were :—
New Cases. Uld Cases . Total.
s o 7 il 1,052 1,214
(k) Orthnpaadin and Postural Defeets. '
Orthopaedic defects were, as in previous years, treated at the Spe-mal
Clinic held at the Central Hall, Fore Street, N.9.
Mr. J. A. Cholmeley, the Orthopaedic Specialist, attended the Clinic

monthly and Miss Kerr, the Masseuse, attended on M{mday. Wednesda.}r,
Thursday and Friday mornings.

The number of attendances during the year was 2, 134 .

The Surgeon saw 115 New Cases and 208 Old Cases—Total 323.

More sessions are needed in order that cases may be followed up and
doubtful cases referred in the future.

(#) Heart Diseases and Rheumatism.
" “Dr.’ ]J. B. Alexander, FR.C.P., attended the Clinic, held once munthly
for the purpose of examining children suffering from rheumatisnr and diseases’

of the heart. Where necessary, arrangements were made for children to be
admitted to Heart Homes.

The attendances for 1944 were 100 New Cases and 108 Old Cases—
Total 208.

(7) Tuberculosis.

I must extend my most grateful thanks to the Tuberculosis Officer for
the co-operation he has given to this Department when dealing with cases
referred to him.

The number of notified cases and the mortality of children of school age
during 1944, taken from the records of the Public Health Department, was :—

Notified. Deaths.
M. F. - hREE s

Pulmonary ... . 1 2 — —
Non-pulmonary ... & 3 — 1

(k) Other Defects and Diseases.
These cases were dealt with as in previous years.

6. FOLLOWING-UP,

The same arrangements were in effect as in previous years.

ARRANGEMENTS FOR TREATMENT.

The arrangements for treatment at the various Clinics were as follows :—
Croyland Road Minor Ailment Clinic.
A doctor was in attendance each morning to advise parents.

Rheumatic Clinic. :
Held the third Thursday in each month—by appointment.

Awral Clinic. . i :
Held the second and fourth Friday in each month—by appointment
only.
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