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GENERAL STATISTICS.

Area (including 31 acres of water) ... ... 3,806 acres
Population, census of 1921 » 66,807
- estimated by the Reglstrar-General fur the
mid-year 1928 . 14,460
Number of inhabited houses, 1921 : .. 11,801
Number of families or separate occupiers, 1921 14,654

The Accountant has kindly furnished the following ﬁgures relating to

1928 :—
Houses. Tenements.

Year ended 1927 e 18.287 835
Houses erected during 1928 ... 676 2
Year ended 1928 ... ... 13,913 837
making a grand total of... 14,750
Assessable Value for purposes of Pour Rate ... £281,852
iy 'l - District Rate .. £275,226
Sum represented by a Penny Rate.
For the Poor Rate ... £1,170
For the General District Rate £1,135
Rates in the £. April. October.
For Poor Rate 5/8 5/8
For District Rate ... 3/11 3/11

SOCIAL CONDITIONS.

Edmonton is one of the dormitories of London, many of its inhabitants
travelling to and from town daily. Full details as regards occupations were
given in the Report for 1925, but the following are the more commonly followed
occupations :(—Agricultural (including nurserymen), brick-makers, metal
workers, electrical apparatus makers, textile goods and dress, wood workers,
printers and book-binders, builders and bricklayers, painters, transport workers,
commercial (not clerks), hotels and clubs, clerical, warehousemen.

The Clerk to the Guardians has kindly furnished me with the following
figures relating to relief in the district during the year 1928 :—

Outdoor Relief— Cases. Cash and Kind.
Ordinary 1,671 £41,004
Unemployed ... s L4008 £21,411

' 3,064 £62,505

Building operations are still going on in the Western portion of Edmonton
on the Winchmore Hill border : these houses, together with those on the
Council’s housing estate, are rapidly transforming Edmonton’s semi-rural

aspect to one wholly urban.
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Industrial development has also taken place along the Lea River in the
Southern portion of its course through the district : two large firms and several
smaller ones have commenced operations during the year: the number of
operatives in this part of the district is roughly estimated to be about 4,000.

VITAL STATISTICS.

Births. Total. Male. Female.
Legitimate ... 1,275 652 623
Illegitimate ... : : 54 27 27

The population for 1928 is eatlmated by the Registrar-General as 74,460 ;
non-residents of Edmonton in the North Middlesex Hospital and the M.A.B.
Epileptic Colony, Silver Street, amount to 1,433 ; this gives a net population c-f
73,027, upon which figure the births and deaths are based.

The birth rate per 1,000 of population is thus 18.2.

Deaths.

Males, 365 ; females, 358 : total, 723. Death rate per 1,000 population-
9.9.
Number of women dying in, or in consequence of, child-birth :—
From sepsis ... 2
From other causes ... =k 2
Deaths of infants under one year uf age per 1 ODU blrthﬁ -
Legitimate, 69.0 ; illegitimate, 78.4 ; total, 69.4.

Deaths from Measles (all ages) . 23
i »»  Whooping Cough [all ages] 3
= »  Iiarrheea (under 2 years of age) 8

Deaths of children under the age of one year numbered 96, 62 males and
34 females ; of these deaths 2 males and 2 females were illegitimate children.
Still Births.

The registration of still births has been compulsory since July, 1927 :
during 1928 there have been registered 98 still-births, 76 by midwives and
the remainder by doctors.

Any analysis of the death returns from a small district as this would be of
little value, but the following points are of interest :—

In the first place, the number of males and females dying during the year
are nearly equal : generally there is a marked excess in the number of male
deaths, but obviously this cannot happen every year. Secondly, the number
of females dying from heart disease and arterio-sclerosis is in excess of the
number of males dying from the same causes : as both these causes are asso-
clated with senility, it is possible that these two observations are comple-
mentary.

Thirdly, the deaths from violence are 50 to 100 per cent. greater than
those occurring in recent and previous years,

Reference to the deaths from typhoid fever is made under mfectmus

diseases.
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HOSPITALS PROVIDED OR SUBSIDISED

by the Local Authority or by the County Council.
Fever.

The Isolation Hospital is a combined one for the two adjomning districts,
Enfield and Edmonton, and is situated in Enfield, on the Winchmore Hill
border.

The number of beds is 163, divided into nine blocks, whilst the acreage
is 27,

In addition to scarlet fever, diphtheria and typhoid fever, the Joint
Hospital Committee are prepared to accept cases of erysipelas, ophthalmia
neonatorum and puerperal fever, provided there is the requisite accommodation,

The cost to this Authority for the year ending March 31st, 1930, is esti-
mated to be £10,150, slightly lower than that for the previous year.

The number of patients admitted during the year was 204, thus making
the average cost per patient £34.

The Hospital is four miles away from the centre of Edmonton, and the
cost of removing patients to the Hospital, bringing them home, and taking
to and from the Hospital visitors to patients on the dangerously-ill list also
adds to the cost.

Smallpox.

Edmonton was one of the twenty-six districts forming the Middlesex
Districts Joint Smallpox Hospital Board.

Under the operation of the Middlesex Districts Joint Smallpox Hospital
Order, dated January 4th, 1929, the above Hospital Board was dissolved, and
its duties and liabilities were transferred to the County Council : this latter
body is now responsible for smallpox cases occurring in the whole of Middlesex
with the exception of the Urban District of Willesden.

Tuberculosis.

The County of Middlesex makes provision for the treatment of tuber-
culosis, and the majority of the cases of pulmonary disease are treated at :—
(@) County Council Sanatorium, Harefield.
Accommodation ; 129 males, 129 females and 64 children.
(6) County Council Dispensary, Hounslow.
Accommodation : 9 males and 7 females.
(¢) Clare Hall Hospital, South Mimms,
Accommodation : 120 males and 66 females.
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The school clinic cases are children brought home from the North Middlesex
Hospital after the operation for the removal of tonsils and adenoids. A school
nurse accompanies the patients home,

The total distance covered was 9,277 miles.

CLINICS AND TREATMENT CENTRES.

Situation,

Accommodation.

Authority

Maternity and Child
Welfare

Brookfield House, ad-
joining the Town
Hall

Five sessions weekly,
including one ante-
natal session

Edmonton Council,

Maternity and Child

Al the School Clinic,

One dental session

Edmonton Council.

Wellare Pymmes Park weekly

Day Nursery Fore Street 30 children Private.

School Clinic Pymmes Park Minor Ailments: | Edmonton Educa-
Dental, Ophthal- tion Committee.
mic

School Clinic Houndsfield Road | Minor Ailments Edmonton Educa-

School tion Committee.
Orthopadic Clinic Brookfield House Three sessions weekly | Education Com-
mittee and
Council

Tuberculosis Fore Street, Edmon- | Dispensary Middlesex County

ton Council.

Venereal Disease Prince of Wales's Hos- Middlesex County

pital, Tottenham, — Council.

and many London
Hospitals

Details regarding the orthopedic clinic are given under the work of the
Maternity and Child Welfare Department, as is also that relating to the dental
session for mothers and children under five years of age : the work of the school
clinics is given fully in the report of the School Medical Officer.

DAY NURSERY.

This is situated in Fore Street, convenient of access : the charge is 9d. per
day, or 3s. 6d. per week ; residential boarders are admitted, the charge being

10s. weekly,

The Maternity and Child Welfare Committee avail themselves of these
facilities, as will be seen by the report under that section.
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The following report for the year has been kindly sent me by Mr. A. E.
Beer, the Hon. Secretary :—

Short Report of the Work of the Edmonton Day Nursery.
January-December, 1928,

The attendances at the Nursery are slightly lower, due chiefly to the fact
that the Nursery had to be closed for a period during April on account of an
epidemic of measles, If that time were taken out of account, the attendances
would work out fully up to the average,

The Resident Children Scheme has continued, and has been of great service ;
practically the same number of children have been accommodated (in every
case during the incapacity or absence through illness of the mother), but the
total number of weeks’ residence was 95, as against 57 weeks last year.

The Classes for instruction in Mothercraft have also been continued, with
great success, and in sending a donation of £50 towards the funds of the Nursery,
the Education Committee expressed great satisfaction at the results obtained,
and a warm tribute is due to the Matron for her able conduct of these Classes,

Of the Probationers in training at the Day Nursery, during the past year
four have passed the Preliminary Examination set by the National Society of
Day Nurseries, and one has passed the Elementary.

The Management of the Nursery mainly rests in the hands of the House
Committee, comprising :—
Miss Bintcliffe,
Mrs. Elms, and
Mrs. Beer,

who desire to express their very high appreciation of the services of the Matron,
Miss Biggs, who has so well conducted all branches of the work, both as regards
the children and the house management. Nurse Carlin is also still with us, and
has contributed valuable assistance.

The Nursery was open to visitors as usual during Health Week, and while
the lectures were being held in the Town Hall, a number of the younger children
of mothers attending them, were accommodated at the Nursery and well
looked after.

The Christmas Party was held as usual in December, and a very enjoyable
entertainment was given to the children and their parents. As it happened
to fall on the date of Mr. Jarrett's birthday, a very enjoyable incident in the
proceedings was the presenting to him of an address by Father Christmas,
which he greatly appreciated and acknowledged with his usual eloquence,
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SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA.

Water.
The district is in the Metropolitan Water Board area, there being a con-
stant supply for all houses.

Rivers and Streams.

The Enfield sewage farm is in Edmonton ; this and our own sewage farm
discharge their effluents into the River Lea.

The following short report by Mr. Cuthbert Brown, Engineer and Surveyor
to the Council, is of value, as it bears more or less directly on the health of the
district :—

““ One hundred and eighty-six additional houses have been erected on the
Council's Housing site between Hazelbury Road and Victoria Road.

“ A spectators’ stand, additional cubicles for bathers, and a clubroom
have been built at the open-air swimming bath in Houndsfield Road. Four
additional hard tennis courts have been constructed at the Recreation Ground,
Church Street, and two hard courts at the Henry Barrass Sports Ground,
Houndsfield Road.

“ Twenty-one acres of land at Firs Farm have been sown with grass seed
in preparation for further playing pitches,

“ An open space of 1} acres at the corner of Bush Hill Road and Village
Road has been laid out and planted with shrubs.

“ Ten new streets have been taken over by the Council as public highways
during the year, and about a mile of roads made up on the Council’s Housing
Estate.”

Scavenging.

The removal of house refuse is carried out by the Council under the super-
vision of the Surveyor's department ; the collection is once weekly, and refuse
is dumped on the Sewage Farm near the River Lea, on the eastern boundary
of the district.

An agreement is made with the County of Middlesex whereby the latter
undertake to keep down the rats on this dump for the sum of £50 per annum.
Owing to the success obtained by using gas for rat destruction, the estimate
for the forthcoming year has been reduced to £30, and the charge for the year
ending March 31st, 1928, has been reduced to a similar sum.

The supply of dustbins, where necessary, is obtained under Section 36
of the 1875 Act ; two dustbins have been supplied by this authority, and the
cost recovered from the owner, as provided by the Act.
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There has been no closure of school or department during the year on
account of infectious illnesses : individual sufferers from the notifiable forms
of infectious disease, scarlet fever and diphtheria, are removed to the Isolation
Hospital, and are seen by me before returning to schools : contacts of these
are excluded one week, and in the case of diphtheria have the throat and, if
necessary, the nose swabbed.

Sufferers from the non-notifiable infectious illnesses and their contacts
are excluded in accordance with the Memorandum of 1927.

When measles is prevalent, the school nurses visit cases notified by the
Head Teacher or the Attendance Department, provided the notice is early
enough ; that is within a few days of the onset of symptoms.

HEALTH EDUCATION.

Health and Baby Week was held in the last week in October, when health
films were shown and popular talks on health subjects were given.

Leaflets on health subjects—measles, whooping cough, teeth, summer
diarrheea, etc.—have been distributed among the mothers attending the
Child Welfare Centres at appropriate seasons.

INSECT PLAGUES.

An unusual plague of flying beetles appeared in one part of the district
in the early part of the month of May.

The locality affected was mostly Cheddington Road, but Eileen Terrace
and Hazelbury Road also suffered.

The beetles (Harpalus Ruficorius) were noctural in their habit, and
swarmed in myriads against the backs of the houses in the above-mentioned
roads, evidently coming from agricultural ground in the immediate neighbour-
hood. '

The Ministry of Agriculture willingly gave us all the assistance that lay
in their power, but the trouble lasted almost two months.

The backs of the houses and the strip of land adjoining the premises were
sprayed daily with a mixture of paraffin oil, creosote, lysol, etc., but this measure
only killed those which had crept into crannies in the wall and other suitable
crevices.

A quarter of a ton of naphthalene was spread over the adjoining agricultural
land, the farmer assisting by having this hoed into the ground between the rows
of potatoes—which formed the crop.
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that proper precautions to prevent the spread of infection cannot be taken,
and that serious risk of infection is thereby caused to other persons.

No action has been taken under this Section during the past year, as there
has been brought to the notice of the Department no case where it was
applicable.

SHOPS ACTS.

The whole-time Inspector under the above Acts has kept the shops in the
district under supervision as regards hours of closing, half-holidays, hours of
employment, seating accommodation, etc.

Proceedings were taken against three shopkeepers, and fines imposed as
follows : one of twenty shillings, and two, each of five shillings.
CANAL BOATS ACTS.

Mr. Winter, the Officer specially appointed under the above Acts, reports
as follows :—

Visits made to Canal ... 28
Boats Inspected ... bok 9
Contraventions ... st DL

Repairs to three boats were noted, namely :—
Cabin Tops Repaired ... 2
Exterior Repainted ... 1

A boat previously registered is not now used as a dwelling ; the registration
marks have been removed and the certificate withdrawn from the boat.

The condition of the boats inspected during 1928 was generally good,
cleanly kept, and the occupants were healthy.

DISINFECTION.

Disinfection of the patients’ rooms, bedding and clothing is carried out
as a routine in cases of scarlet fever and diphtheria after removal of the patient
or after recovery if the case is nursed at home : the rooms are sprayed with

formalin, and the bedding and clothes removed for disinfection by steam under
pressure.

The following are details :—

Number of journeys made to collect bedding ... e 200
" - return bedding ... . 208
Number of rooms disinfected after infectious disease ... e 385
1< by in connection with phthisis 76
= 3 in connection with cancer 15
L L in connection with vermin ey 44
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