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The summons was taken out against the father as head of
the household, and was heard at the Edmonton Petty Sessions.
The Bench held that there was no legal proof that the father was
aware of the nature of the disease. A summons was then taken
out against the mother, and, by consent, made returnable forth-
with, when the Bench held that if the charge were pressed a
conviction must undoubtedly follow. The Bench having inti-
mated that it appeared desirable that this should satisfy the
object of the prosecution, the Council’s solicitor acted accordingly
and the charge was not further pressed. The Aet however as
regards householders notifying remains a dead letter.

The seeond case was one in which a medical practitioner
was prosecuted for delay in notification,

The facts which led up to this prosecution are briefly as
follows: Several cases had oceurred in the practice of the de-
fendant in which notifieation had been unduly delayed, and as to
which letters of cantion had been written to the defendant by
the clerk to the Council. The defendant replied to the last of
these letters in terms verging very closely on the impertinent,
and he was then formally warned that on the next complaint
legal proceedings would be taken.

The oceasion for complaint shortly afterwards arose, a case
of scarlet fever oceurred at an Industrial School of which the
defendant is medical officer, and a ecertificate to that effect was
signed by him on June 8th, for the purpose of sending the case
to hospital. The case came to my knowledge in an indirect
manner, and no notification certificate was received by me from
the defendant until June 14th, after I had reported the fact of
non-notification to the Couneil,

A summons was issued and was heard at the Edmonton
Petty Sessions on July 4th.

The prosecution was conducted by the clerk to the Couneil
but the defendant was represented by a special pleader.

An initial objection was taken to the wording of the
summons, in that the words “ immediately on becoming aware ”
were used instead of “forthwith on becoming aware.” This
quibble was, however, over-ruled by the Bench, and the prose-
cution was proceeded with. Some points of no general interest
were raised in cross-examination, and the defendant was con-
victed and fined 10s. and costs,
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was kept in bed for about ten days, no medieal adviee was sought
until three other members of the family had become affected, the
other children, though having free intercourse with the patient,
continuing to attend school (the Brettenham Road Board School)
until they themselves became ill. The existence of the lisease
in this family was discovered on February 14th (the day fol-
lowing the onset of the disease in the first two secondary ecases
in this family.) On February 13th two other children (both
girls) attending the same school developed symptoms, and within
the week following two other primary cases ocenrred among the
children attending this school.

Early in March, in consequence of a communieation made to
me by the School Board’s attendance officer, I was led to visit a
family, and found two cases of scarlet fever in the desqumating
stage, the first of which failed on January 30th. As this child
also attended the same school the ease may fairly be referred to
this group.

In March no less than nine other primary eases occurred
among the children attending this school, besides a group of cases
which in the first instance was probably an offshoot from it, and
which may be named the Langhedge group. It consisted of four
primary cases and of seven secondary infections in the houses in
which they arose. The removal of the first of this series would
in all probability have prevented the oceurrence of the remainder,
but there was no vacancy at Enfield at the time.

During April and May some further cases occurred among
the children attending this Brettenham Road School, and in July,
August, and September the series was continued by a suecession
of house-to-house infections in the Brettenham Road and roads
immediately adjacent thereto, which was eontinued down to
November, while in December a recrudescence of school cases
took place at this same school, which at the elose of the year did
not appear to have euntirely ceased. T should regard it as ex-
tremely probable that one or more unnotified eases oecurred in
the Brettenham Road distriet in June, as in one of the instances
occurring in July the disease was not discovered til] it had been
in the house some weeks,

In order to give a better idea of the numerical importance
of this group of cases I have added the following table :—
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to the Workhouse, and within a few days of its return developed
a slight sore throat, but without rash, and a series of eight cases

subsequently arose among the children then resident in the
Workhouse.

At the close of the year there were cases in 12 houses in
the district.

Mttt Yo s oo LT | e Wi PRnd Sehiuln v e
W~ e et - Enteric Fever.

Thirty cases were notified during the year, with 6 deaths,
2 cases, including 1 of the fatal cases, oceurred in the Edmonton

Workhouse ; both were admitted with the disease from Totten-
ham.

On January 16th a case was notified in the Croyland Road,
and from the recovery of this case until July the district was
practically free from this disease, for the two Workhouse cases
notified in March and in May respectively, came, as above stated,
from without the district. It is true that 2 other notifications
were received during this period, but they both proved on further
observation to be errors of diagnosis.

In the end of August and beginning of September a small
group of 4 cases, 1 of which was fatal, occurred. There was,
apparently, some connection between these cases, and it is note-
worthy that the first of them arose in the same road in which
the January case oceurred, and in which some drainage defects
were found. Two other cases occurred during this period in
another part of the distriet, in 1 of which it was certain and in
the other probable that the disease was contracted elsewhere.

In October and November 12 cases oceurred, 1 in the Ed-
monton portion of Bush Hill Park, 8 in the Upper Edmonton
district, and 3 in the Lower Edmonton district. In most of these
instances the disease was of a severe type, and there was some
prevalence of influenza at the time, some few cases oceurring in

which the diagnosis between these two diseases presented con-
siderable difficulty.

In December a group of 4 cases of a virulent type oceurred,
two died before the elose of 1895, and one early in 1896, 3 were
members of one family and lived in the same house. The nature
of the disease did not become evident to the practitioner attending
until the third case had oceurred. The fourth case was that of
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a young woman, age 24 years, who had been nursing the other
cases, and who died early in 1896.

Only one other instance of a secondary infection in an
infected house came to my knowledge during the year.

Four of the cases were removed to a hospital throngh
private charity, but the want of hospital accommodation at the

disposal of the Sanitary Authority was in several instances much
felt.

I am of opinion that the prevalence of the disease in
October and November was in some way connected with the
simultaneous prevalence of influenza. Serious sanitary defects
were found in some instances, but T was not able to trace any
eonsiderable number of eases to a common cause,

Diphtheria.

Thirty-one eases were notified during the year, with 12
deaths, A group of 7 eases, 5 of which were in one family, and
2 of which proved fatal, oceurred in evident association with the
prevalence of scarlet fever, and 3 other cases occurred some two
months later in another family in a different part of the distriet
a fortnight after the children had returned from a fever hospital.

One ease, that of an adult woman, was sent home from a
house in an adjoining district, in a publie conveyance, by her
employer, with, as appeared to me, the deliberate connivance of
a medical practitioner. The facts were reported to the Couneil
concerned, the vehicle was duly traced by their officers and dis-
infected, but no satisfactory evidence of guilty knowledge could
be obtained sufficient in the opinion of this- Council to justify M
prosecution. The distriet from whence this ecase came being
provided with proper hospital accommaodation for their infectious
cases, they consented to receive her. This was the only diph-
theria case for which hospital provision eould be made. This
distriet, so far as diphtheria is concerned, being absolutely
without any suitable place for the care and isolation of diphtheria
cases, so that wheregver they arise there they have to recover or
die, however unsuitable or dangerous may be the surroundings.

One case oceurred in the Edmonton Union Infirmary, to
which it was inadvertently admitted from premises without this
district,
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kept, as regards the others, one of which is at present closed,
some much needed alterations have been satisfactorily carried
out under the supervision of the Sanitary Inspector, which may
be summarised as follows :—

Lime-whiting and genera.l cle,ausmg in rcspuuaa to ap-acml

notices ... 8
Bell traps removed und syphon il cml:.suie hake hmlm

substituted o gu d 4
Sink waste disconnected fmm sewer anr] mada t-a ur]m::ha.rga

over ontside gully ... 2

Stable opening into bake-house l."lclnf ﬂmmy w::.h, and ﬂrﬂ.ln
age generally reconstructed with new connection to
Council's sewer i i 1

New River water laid on 1

In one instance alterations are a’usp&udad penﬂm;._ new
water supply.

Slaughter-houses.

These have been regularly inspected, no new ones have
been licensed during the year, and no alterations have been
made. They are for the most part as well kept as circumstances
will permit.

Gipsy encampments and moveable dwellings.

Many complaints have been reccived respecting gipsies,
chiefly from residents in the Town Road, and roads abutting
thereon, the complaints relate for the most part to fowl stealing
and petty depradations.

Great diffienlty is felt in dealing with these gipsy encamp-
ments, quite 200 removals have been effected during the year,
but it is found that the removal is made only to a short distance,
and that the same, or a similar, lot are found encamped on the
same spot in the course of the following day ; there are certain
plots of land in the distriet which the fear of the rate eollector
appears to prevent the owners from enclosing, which seem to
offer special attractions to van-dwellers, viz., those situated, at
the end of Granville Avenue, between the Town Road and the
Bounce's Road, and at the end of St. Joseph’s Road ; when moved



























