[Report of the Medical Officer of Health for Croydon].

Contributors

Croydon (London, England). County Borough.

Publication/Creation
[19507]

Persistent URL
https://wellcomecollection.org/works/evtrcq7h

License and attribution

You have permission to make copies of this work under a Creative Commons,
Attribution, Non-commercial license.

Non-commercial use includes private study, academic research, teaching,
and other activities that are not primarily intended for, or directed towards,
commercial advantage or private monetary compensation. See the Legal
Code for further information.

Image source should be attributed as specified in the full catalogue record. If
no source is given the image should be attributed to Wellcome Collection.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/legalcode
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/legalcode







=1 i
-
I














































16

Comments on Infectious Diseases.
There was a measles epidemic in the year und#:r review, but

it was mild in type and, fortunately, came after the winter mnnths,
so that serious complications were less prevalent,

It will be observed that while there were only two notified
cases of diphtheria, in the cause of deaths table there is recorded
a death from diphtheria. The patient was an adult male age 39,
and his death was attributed to ‘‘ hypertoxic diphtheria.”” No
other case was found associated with him, and no explanation of
how the infection was acquired or the reason for its fulminating
nature. Assuming the accuracy of the diagnosis, it is an isolated
phenomenon incapable of explanation against the present general
background of the epidemology of diphtheria.

Anterio poliomyelitis cases occurred, but were not numerous,
During the months when this condition was increasing in
frequency in surrounding areas all operatmns for removal eof
tonsils and adenoids were suspended in Croydon. The value of
this precautionary measure is perhaps doubtful, but weighing
possible benefits and risks, the decision seems fully justifiable.

Food poisoning cases showed an increase, but this is probably
due to a reminder to all practitioners that the condition is notifi-
able under the provisions of the Food and Drugs Act. There

was no large scale outbreak.

Scarlet tever maintained its prevalence and its mild character.

CROYDON ISOLATION HOSPITAL.

Infectious cases admitted from Croydon Borough in 1949 :—

Scarlet Fever.

Scarlet Fever became unusually prevalent during the last
three months of the year, but the total number of admissions was

74 less than in 1948,

Measles.

Measles was prevalent in the early part of the year, but the
total number admitted was 15 fewer than in the previous year
Rare complications encountered were interstitial emphysema (2
cases) and keratitis with corneal opacity, now rare (1 case). There
was one fatal case, gastro-enteritis being the fatal complication.
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COMMUNICABLE DISEASES

THE PREVENTION AND CONTROL OF TUBERCULOSIS.

I am indebted to Dr. J. C. McMillan for the following section
of the report.

While prevention has, so far, yielded greater dividends than
treatment, treatment has not stood still. Chemo-therapy shows
greater promise than at any time in the past. Surgical technique
also has made good progress in recent years. Unfortunately,
these advances in treatment lead to a longer stav of patients in
Hospitals and Sanatoria, and in consequence the waiting lists for
admission to these institutions are growing rapidly, and as there
are not nearly enough beds provided patients have to wait in their
homes for long periods, often in unsatisfactory conditions.

Many beds are available, but are not in use because of a lack
of nurses. There appears to be some difficulty in getting nurses
to nurse tuberculous patients. This would seem to be due partly
to an unfounded and exaggerated fear of the danger of infection.
Yet the late Medical Superintendent of Cheam Sanatorium,
during his service there for a period of over 20 vears, did not hiave
a single nurse develop the disease. Apparently it is only the very
few who are susceptible that develop tuberculosis, and this can
happen just as easily in other employments, Doctors treating
patients with tuberculosis, and constantly being infected, do not
appear to be more liable to develop tuberculosis.

The community should be informed that, for people who are
properly fed and leading a healthy life, the danger of developing
tuberculosis after exposure to infection is very slight.

Although social conditions were different in 1949, a com-
parison with 1922 shows that in 1922, 109 per 100,000 of the
population in Croydon died from all forms of tuberculosis: in 1949
the corresponding figure was 88. The years selected were four
years after a major war.

The total number of new cases of Tuberculosis coming to the
knowledge of the Medical Officer of Health during the year 1949
by notification or otherwise was 305, as compared with 850 in
1948, 354 in 1947, 348 in 1946, and 374 in 1945.

264 of these were cases of Respiratory Tuberculosis; 156 in
males and 108 in females. There were 25 fewer cases in males
and 23 fewer in females than in 1942
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There were 13 cases of Non-Respiratary Tuberculosis among
children under 15 years as compared with 18 in 1948, The number
ol cases in adults was 28, compared with 20 in 1948.

Of the cases notified in 1949, 10 males and 5 females died
from the Respiratory form of the disease during the year, equal
to 7.2 per cent. of those notified.

The incidence rate of Tuberculosis of all forms was 1.22 per
1,000 of the population; for Respiratory Tuberculosis 1.06, and
for Non-Respiratory 0.16 per 1,000 population. The notification
rate was 0.94 per 1,000. In 1948 the corresponding figures were
1.42, 1.26, 0.16 and 1.15 per 1,000,

Public Health (Tuberculosis) Regulations, 1930,
Summary of notifications during the period from 1st January,
1949, to 31st December, 1949 : —

FORMAL NOTIFICATIONS.

Number of Primary Notifications of new cases of tuberculosis

AGE PERIODS | 0 | 1= | 2= | 6= | 10-| 15~ | 20- | 256- | 35— | 45— | 55— | 65~ | 75— ]:::E?]
ages)

iratory, Males e | 1| —| 1| 3| 3|14|28 26|26 |25 11| 5| 1]128
iratory, Females ...| 1| —| 3| 4| 3|12 |17 (20|20 | 7| 2| 2| 2| s
Respiratory, Males... | — | 1| —| 2| 2| 1| 2| 4| 2|[—]| 2 —‘_ 16
Respiratory, Females | — | — | 2| 1| 1] 1| 1| 2| 1| 3| —|—|—| 12
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Ages at Death from Respiratory Tuberculosis.

0-5 5-15 15-25 25-45 45-65 65 TOTAL
1945 - 1 17 28 23 (i 75
1946 — 2 17 38 36 8 101
1947 — 1 14 34 3 12 a2
1948 —_ —_ 12 43 39 10 104
1849 — 2 1 38 23 15 89

Six cases were not notified during life. Of these, two were
certified by the Coroner, after a post-mortem examination ; three
cases died in a mental hospital, and one in a private nursing
home.

In 1949 the death-rate from all forms of Tuberculosis was
0.38 per 1,000 population.

The rate for Respiratory Tuberculosis was 0.36 and the rate
for Non-Respiratory Tuberculosis 0.02. Similar figures for 1948
were .42 and 0.03.

Respiratory Tuberculosis.

In 1949 the total number of deaths decreased by 14.5 per cent.
compared with 1948, there being a decrease in both sexes. There
were two deaths in children up to school leaving age (15 years).
There were approximately two male deaths for each female death.
In men the deaths are fairly evenly distributed through the age
groups from 25 years upwards, whereas in women they are mostly
at an earlier age, being mainly in the age groups 20-45 years.

New cases show a drop in males of 15.9 per cent. and of 21.5
per cent. in females, compared with 1948; that is a total decrease
compared with 1948 of 16.4 per cent., and a fall of 2.3 per cent.
compared with 1938. In contrast the total deaths in 1949 were
25.3 per cent. less than in 1938. The total number of new cases
in 1949 was males 151, females 108; that is, approximately three
new cases in men for every two new cases in women.

The fall in the number of new cases found in 1949 may be
partly accounted for by the fact that the Mass Radiography Unit
did not visit Croyvdon during 1949 ; also that the visit of the Unit
to Croydon in 1948 probably brought to light a number of cases
that would not otherwise have been discovered until 1949,
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The Chest Clinic and Home Visiting.

It would appear that we have concentrated too much on
the results of sanatorium treatment and too little on the methods
of domiciliary and dispensary care, accompanied by adequate
environmental hygiene. The tuberculosis scheme has probably
come to depend too much upon residential institutions and too
little on the building up of personal resistance in the home sur-
roundings. Owing to lack of beds and the large number of
patients in their homes, home visiting is steadily increasing, both
for the doctors and the tuberculosis visitors,

1,425 new cases were examined during the year, This is
equal to 1,516 for each 100 deaths from the disease. 214 or 227
for each 100 deaths were found to be definitely tuberculous.

The total number of attendances at the Clinic was 10,302.
The Clinic doctors paid 220 home visits and the Tuberculosis
Visitors 2,530 visits for Clinic purposes. In addition, the
Tuberculosis Visitors made 575 primary visits for the purposes of
the Notfication Register.

Patients requiring home nursing or surgical dressings are
attended to by the nurses from the Croydon Nursing Service, by
arrangement with that organisation. Their assistance is a valuable
adjunct in the care of domiciliary cases.

Contact Examination.

The contacts of definite cases are urged to attend the
Clinic for examination (and subsequent supervision). This is an
important preventive measure. During the year 415 contacts were
examined, equal to 441 for each 100 deaths. Of these, 13 were
considered to be tuberculous. This is equal to a tuberculosis rate
per 1,000 contacts of 31.3 compared with 1.22 per 1,000 of the
general population,

The Clinic Register of Cases.

The number of cases of Tuberculosis under the supervision
of the Clinic at the end of the year was 1,490. This is equivalent
to 6.0 persons per 1,000 of the population.

During the year 88 Clinic cases died. Of this number 15 or
16.8 per cent, were seen for the first time in 1949,
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Return relating to all persons who were treated at the Treat-
ment Centre at Croydon General Hospital during the year ended
the 3lst December, 1949.

Momn-
Syphilis Soft Gonorr- venereal ToTaLs
Chancre hoea Or un-
diagnosed
conditions

M |[FIMm|Flm|[F]lm ]l m|F|Tus
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Mon-
Syphilis Soft Gonorr- | venereal T
Chancre hoea or un-
diagnosed
condition
M |FIMm|F|m |F|m[F|m|F
|
10, Number of attendances :— !
{a) for individual attention of the medical |
officer ... 3 e | 200BMO0T] — —| 352 1 221229 70
(&) for intermediate treatment, eg,irriga— | .k
tion, dressing . we | 56 9800 — —| — m| 287 sosfiods 1
ToOTAL ATTENDANCES e | SBI2585T] — — 352 1TY) 2490334206513
1 and 5 and 15 years
Under under under and T
1 year |5 years | 15 years Over
Mo |FIM|F| M R oM | L E
11. Mumber of cases of congenital syphilis in Ttem I !
3 above classified according to age periods e 1 1 3i I 1 BI ]
Microscopical | | Serum - !
- Cultural ! | Cerebro- &
for for for for for | spinal

Syphilis| G'n'rh. | G'n'rh. |Syphilis| G'n'rh. | fluid
12. Pathological Work :—

{a@) NMumber of specimens examined at, and

by the Medical Officer of, the Treat-

ment Centre ... — = = WR & | GCFT i

(b) Number of specimens I'rnrn pnhents KAHN

attending at the Treatment Centre

sent for examination to an approved

laboratory 14 | 1611 1711 | 2028 617 T0

§yp]|i1is Syphilis
{less than (more than ¢ Gonorrhoea
1 year) 1 year)

m.[r. P T TS

13. Contacts attending for examination through the |

agency of :— |
(a) Patients ... e 2 1 1 2 | @

(#) Health Visitor or Sﬂttaf San'loe wﬂrher l
Sister-in-Charge ... ... 1 ‘I 2 1 1 1 2 | 16

TDT-hLE' B was B ] 2 3 2 2 4‘ -ﬁ |

STATEMENT SHOWING THE SERVICES RENDERED AT THE TREATMENT CENTRE DURING
YEAR, CLASSIFIED ACCORDING TO THE AREAS IN WHICH THE PATIENTS RESIDED,

Name of County or County Borough (or Country in the
case of persons residing elsewhere than in England | Croydon | Surrey Kent London
and Wales) to be inserted in these headings.

A, Number of cases from each area included under the
following headings in Item 3 :—

AU Al T U T s 34 17 12 5
Eﬂ't ':ha‘l'lﬂ'l't maw wen wne mas wan — T —— _—
m‘ln'mm RS W L 51 2] E 5
Non-venereal and undi&gnused conditions ... 07 121 43 34

ToraL 702 159 61 44
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WATER.

I am indebted to the Water Engineer, W, C. Knill, Esq.,
B.Sc., M.I.C.E., M.I.Mech.E., M,I.LW.E., for most of the
following data : —

The Water supply is drawn from deep wells in the chalk,
These wells are situated in Surrey Street, Stroud Green, Waddon,
Selhurst and Addington. The water from all of the wells is
treated by the addition of chlorine, and in the case of the water
from Surrey Street and Waddon, ammonia is added after chlori-
nation. Owing to the occasional occurrence of turbidity in the
raw water from the Addington Well, this water is filtered before
chlorination. A portion of the northern side of the Borough is
supplied with water which is purchased in bulk from the Metro-
politan Water Board.  During 1949 additional supplies were
purchased in bulk from the Sutton District Water Company.

The amount of water consumed during the year was—

Corporation’s Wells ., ... 1,882,761,000
M.W.B. Bulk Supplies .. 1,060,522,000
Other Bulk Supplies ... 20,013,000

2,963,296,000

The water supply has been satisfactory in quality and
quantity. The supply is piped throughout the area.

(a) Bacteriological Examinations.

Regular bacteriological examinations were made of the raw
water going into supply after treatment.

194 raw water samples and 861 treated water samples were
thus examined bacteriologically during the year by the Chemist
and Bacteriologist on the staff of the ~-Water Undertaking. In
addition 18 samples of raw water and 66 samples of treated water
were subjected to bacteriological examination by the Consultant
Bacteriologist to the Water Undertaking. Further samples were
submitted by the Medical Officer of Health for examination by
the Public Analyst.

The results of the bacteriological examination of the raw
waters were typical of waters pumped from the chalk, some of
them showing the normal deterioration in quality which occurs
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SEWAGE DISPOSAL AND REFUSE COLLECTION.

I am indebted to the Borough Engineer, C. E. Boast, Esq,
0.B.E,, M.C.,, M.I.C.E,, F.R.I.C.S,, M.L.Mun.E., M.I.W_E
for the following information :—

Refuse Collection and Disposal.

56,500 tons of house refuse are collected annually in Croydon
and disposed of by controlled tipping. This latter is ﬁeing
carried out at the present time on Mitcham Common and already.
15 acres of boggy water-logged common have been raised abou
six feet, covered with soil and grassed down for use as playing
fields. Work has commenced on a further 34 acres, using the
refuse not only from Croydon, but also from the Boroughs of
Mitcham, and Beddington and Wallington,

Sewage Disposal,

The sewage of the Borough is dealt with at Beddington and
South Norwood. The Addington area drains into the West Kent
Drainage Board Works and a small part of Upper Norwood into
the L..C.C. system.

&

The main works at Beddington deals not only with the
sewage from the major part of the Borough, but takes the sewage
under agreement from five outside authorities, viz., Coulsdon
and Purley U.D.C., Caterham and Warlingham U.D.C., Ban
stead U7.D.C., Beddington and Wallington Borough, and
Carshalton U.D.C. The sewage flow from an estimated popula
tion of 330,000 is treated at the Beddington Works, the dry
weather flow being about 10} million gallons per day.

The Works include a very modern sludge digestion plant,
from which Methane Gas is evolved as a natural by-product of
the process. This gas is used for generating all the electricity
required for power and lighting of the Works, for maintaining
temperature in the digestors, and, by compressing it, for use o
vehicles as a fuel in lieu of petrol.

Some 60 wvehicles, including the fleet of refuse collectors
have been converted to run on this gas, and by this means over
85,000 gallons of petrol are saved per annum.
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SERVICES PROVIDED UNDER NATIONAL
HEALTH SERVICE ACT, 1946.

Health Centres. : :
Considerable attention was given to the theoretical planning

and distribution of Health Centres in Croydon, but no schemes
were submitted to the Ministry of Health during the year under
review,

CARE OF MOTHERS AND CHILDREN,
Ante- and Post-Natal Clinics.

At Lodge Road the new extensions were completed and have
made a great difference to the comfort and convenience of mothers
and staff. The work of these Clinics was modified in certain
details. Mothers booked for hospital confinement are now seen
by the doctors and midwives who will attend them while in
hospital, separate sessions being held for domiciliary hooked
cases, and the district midwives deal with such clinics, assisting
medical officers of the Health Department. The Senior
Obstetrician of Mayday Hospital is in Clinical Charge of the
entire Clinic. Almoners work both in the wards and in the Ante-
and Post-Natal Clinics. These arrangements are administra-
tively exceedingly complex, and they work smoothly because of
the willing co-operation of all concerned.

A new Clinic was opened at New Addington to serve this
relatively remote portion of the Borough, The general practi-
tioner of the area, who performs approximately 85 per cent. of
the midwifery, was appointed as the Clinic Medical Officer, but
the general practitioner obstetricians practising in the area were
invited to see their cases at this clinic. These arrangements are
working well and there is complete co-operation between general
practitioner obstetricians and the district midwives,

Attendances at Midwives' Ante-Natal Clinics were less than
in 1948, due partly to the fall in the birth-rate and partly to some
mothers being attended by their doctors, under the Maternity
Scheme of the General Practitioner Service.

Lodge Road Municipal Midwives
{Hozpital Cases) Taotal,
Lodge Road Addington

ANTE-NATAL CLINIC ¢

MNo. of cases spen 3069 BH7 131 4057

i g TEW Cases 2100 557 131 2578

n o attendances 184978 TBAG i3 27457
Post-NataL CLinie : '

Mo. of cases seen 15E8 24 1612

i gy DEW CABES 2424 2 2448

w5 attendanges ... 2020 34 3064

Including Gynaecologicel cases
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CARE OF THE UNMARRIED MOTHER.

The Croydon Association for Moral Welfare continued to
act for the Corporation and received payment on a capitation basis
for cases dealt with by their Social Worker. The Corporation
also paid hostel fees in respect of approved cases for whom such
accommodation was required. During the year under review

123 cases were dealt with by the Social Worker,
30 cases were admitted to hostels.
10 cases were temporarily accommodated at Glazier
House (the Croydon Home of the Moral Welfare
Association),

DENTAL TREATMENT.

Maternity and Child Welfare Patients.

Expectant and nursing mothers and children below school
age requiring dental attention are referred by Medical Officers
attending Ante- and Post-Natal Clinics, and from Infant Welfare
Centres. A substantial number of applications for treatment of
** toddlers "' are also received from those in charge of Day
Nurseries and similar institutions.

In the case of ‘‘ home ' confinements reference is made
through the Municipal Midwives' Service or by the practitioner in
charge of the patient.

During recent years the adult side of the local dental serviee
has been considerably expanded and now one dental officer’s time
is wholly devoted to Maternity and Child Welfare Work. This
increased provision has done much to reduce the waiting period
before treatment can be commenced. -

Since the inauguration of the National Health Service all
those attending ante-natal clinics are automatically referred fora
routine dental examination, unless they are in the habit of visiting
an outside practitioner. Though, as yet, not all those referred
avail themselves of this opportunity, it is felt that this practice
is a good one, and that results should improve as time proceeds.

There has heen a noticeable decline in the number of
expectant and nursing mothers receiving treatment at the
Authority’s Dental Clinic during the past year. This has
occurred partly as the result of the reduction in the activities of
Ante-Natal Clinics themselves and partly owing to the fact that
since the initiation of the National Health Service alternative




facilities are available through the General Dental Service. Whilst
it is yet too early to assess what permanent effect these changes
will have, it seems likely that provided an adequate degree of
priority can be given to such patients a certain proportion of these
“ outside "' contracts will become a regular feature of the Scheme.

In the case of the pre-school child, matters tend to be reversed
and the number of these children requiring to be dealt with con-
tinues to increase. This rise is in no small degree due to the
continued efforts of those officiating at Welfare Centres and Day
Nurseries in bringing defects to the notice of parents and arrang-
ing for subsequent treatment,

Added to this is the fact that the majority of private dentists
are already strained to breaking point in catering for the require-
ments of the adult population and therefore find it difficult to offer
facilities, often at short notice, for cases of this type. Under the
circumstances parents are often advised to seek attention at the
local clinic.

Expectant Mothers.

Expectant mothers examined during the year numbered 735,
compared with 873 in 1948. Of these, 86.4 per cent. were seen
during the first six months of their pregnancy. As the benefit
derived from such treatment is greatly enhanced by early removal
of sepsis, the results obtained above may be considered of first-rate
importance.

Nursing Mothers.

The number of nursing mothers referred during the year
declined still more and only 29 new cases were examined, com-
pared with 69 last year. The reason for this progressive reduc-
tion is largely due to greater emphasis on ante-natal treatment; a
more recent factor, however, has been the provision of free atten-
tion outside the Local Authority’s scheme.

The malor proportion of mothers attending the dental clinics
were dealt with either during, or closely following the nursing
period ; in the latter category were included certain patients for
whom, on medical grounds, work was delayed until after the
confinement.

[ncluding those continuing treatment from the previous year,
837 mothers were dealt with, compared with 1,063 in 1948, Except
for the fact that the volume of work decreased, attendances were
satisfactory, and in the majority of patients there appeared to be
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The ensuing comparative tables give some further details : —

Failed to attend

]

Year New Cases Completed | for completion Re-inforcing

: Treatment ! of Course E Injections

|
1936 1661 1264 — —
1937 1286 1222 - —
1938 1541 1152 — —
193¢ 1020 1201 —_ ]
1940 428 419 - e
1941 - B639 5833 - -
1942 6133 5511 S —
1943 5200 4854 - -
1944 2482 1851 —_ —
1945 3174 2707 —- -
1946 3935 3034 386 32
1947 3638 3516 266 64l
1948 3799 3704 95 1667
1949 4299 4216 83 2808
Origin and Source of New Cases altending.
School M.C.W.
Year. _—
Total Per cent. | Total. | Percent.

1836 1620 74.8 47 25.2

1837 928 73.2 358 27.8

1938 1179 T6.5 362 23.5

1939 T04 69.0 316 31.0

1940 216 50.0 212 50.0

1941 4477 67.4 2162 32.6

1942 2660 48.3 2851 51.7

1943 2818 48.1 3036 51.9

1944 531 28.7 1320 T1.3

1945 281 0.4 2608 80.6

1946 T80 20.0 3146 80.0

1947 588 16.2 3050 83.8

1948 334 8.8 3465 81.2

1945 S48 12.7 3741 87.3

IMMUNISATION AGAINST WHOOPING COUGH.

A total of 3,148 children were immunised against whooping
cough, comprising 2,956 under school age and 192 school

children.

VACCINATION AGAINST SMALL-POX.

A total of 2,176 persons were vaccinated against Small-pox.

Successful Vaceinations

11

_Re-vaccinations
Insusceptible to Vaccination

Under
1 year 15 or
of age | 1—4 5—14 over Total
1453 il 71 8 1727
-— 6 | 45 366 416
24 — | 3 ] 33
| 2176
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PREVENTION OF ILLNESS AND AFTER-CARE,
TUBERCULOSIS AFTER-CARE.

The following report on the work of the Almoner’s Depart-
ment has been submitted by Miss Bridger, the After-Care
Almoner.

Arrangements for the year were the same as the latter half
of 1948.

Special grants continued to be paid through the National
Assistance Board to patients who had lost income to undergo
treatment for tuberculosis of the respiratory system.

On 31st December, 1948, there were 134 patients in receipt of
these grants, which are arranged through co-operation between
myself and the N.A.B. During 1949, 119 new cases were referred
and grants made, and 120 cases ceased to need assistance, leaving
a total of 133 at 31st December, 1949. Of the 120 cases taken off
assistance, 30 died, 43 returned to work, 24 were no longer in need
on admission to hospital, and 23 were either awarded pensions, or
left the district. In addition to regular weekly allowances, grants
for special needs arising out of exceptional circumstances were
obtained through the N.A.B. in 53 cases. These cases included
fares to visit relatives in hospital, clothing grants, help with
moving expenses where families were rehoused, and a cot and
pram for a new baby.

Considerable sums of money have been obtained from volun-
tary funds, such as ex-Service sources and the B.R.C.S. Emer-
gency Help Scheme. Over £120 was raised by appealing on
individual cases, enabling patients and their families to enjoy a
number of comforts not provided by statutory funds. This money
covered such items as holidays for the patient’s family, heavy
insurance or hire purchase commitments, wireless licences, and
clothing, where no help could be obtained from the N.A.B.

Assistance in kind has been given by the After-Care Com-
mittee. Beds and bedding were loaned in 21 cases to enable
patients to sleep alone, and thus help to prevent the spread of
infection. This has proved of great value in view of the length
of the waiting list for institutional treatment. Garden shelters
have heen lent to two patients where suitable garden space was
available, '

Free milk has been provided in certain cases, and overseas
food parcels obtained through the B.R.C.S. at the rate of 30 a
month, in addition to the invalid food parcels for home-bound
ex-Service men,
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During the year, seven couples were referred to Probation
Officers and the Marriage Guidance Council for advice on matri.
monial problems arising out of the strain of prolonged illness,
Arrangements were also made through the Children’s Officer and
in co-operation with the Day Nurseries for ten children whos
mothers were unable to care for them because of tuberculosis, and
where no family arrangements could be made. In 37 cases, Home
Help was arranged when the mother of a family was recommende(
bed rest at home,

In the field of rehabilitation, close liaison was maintained with
the Ministry of Labour. Under the Disabled Persons Scheme,
three men were placed at the Bermondsey Re-employ factory, and
two at the new Waddon Re-employ factory. 53 persons wer
registered as disabled, and of those who were unfit to return t
their former employment, training courses were arranged in sub-
jects which include shorthand and typing, book-keeping, watch
and clock repairing, chiropody, tailoring and typewrite
mechanics.

Arising out of these activities, 351 visits were paid to patients'
homes.

CONVALESCENCE.

The Corporation accept financial responsibility for convales
cent treatment for approved cases, subject to recovery of cos
according to the income of the patient. The conditions imposed
are that convalescence must follow some definite illness or accident,
must be recommended by a doctor, and taken at a recognised
convalescent home. During the year, 51 cases were dealt with,
36 being adults (male, 13; female, 23) and 15 children. These
figures do not include school children for whom arrangements are
made by the Education Committee.

LOAN OF NURSING EQUIPMENT.
The Corporation loan equipment and make a small weekly
charge, with exemption for incomes below a certain figure. During
the year the undermentioned loans were made : —

Bed Pans ... wer, * REND Air Beds ... 84
Air Cushions... 268 Feeding Cup 16
Bed Rests ... ... 107 Sputum Mug 3
Bed Cradles 20 Wheel Chair 2
Rubber Bed Pan 46 Thermometer A 1
Urinals AR . Dunlopillo Mattress 3
Kidney Dish 5 Bed Table ... 7
Douche Can 5 Crutches ... 1
Mackintosh Sheets 267 Commode 1

1,025

1

















































72

nuisance occurred appropriate action was taken with a view 1o
remedying the condition. Today there is little choice left to the
factory owner regarding the fuel he uses and this creates a diffi-
cult problem in smoke abatement. The difficulty of renewals of
plant has also to be overcome. Some factories have changed
over from solid fuel firing to oil firing.

AMUSEMENT HOUSES.

124 inspections were made of Theatres, Music Halls,
Cinemas, Dance Halls, and premises where stage plays are given,
A report is submitted annually to the Licensing Authorities on the
sanitary condition of these premises. Notices are issued to remedy
any unsatisfactory conditions. !

DISINFECTION.

The Borough Disinfecting Station is situated at Factory
Lane. Two steam disinfectors are in use and are supplied with
steam from the Electricity Works.

The following articles were disinfected at the Disinfecting
Station during the year :—

By Steam w. 29,886 articles

v» Formalin Gas 804 i

i o Spray: ... 603 2
Total ... 81,293 o

In addition 680 articles were destroyed on request.

Disinfection ot bedding and upholstered articles is carried out
for traders, who deliver them to, and collect them from, the
Station. For this service a charge is made. During 1949, 620
articles were disinfected, the receipts amounting to £27 8s. 8d.

Disinfection was carried out after infectious or contagious
disease at the following premises :—
1,377 rooms at 940 houses, hospital wards, clinics, and
créches.

2169 library and other books were disinfected.

CLEANSING OF VERMINOUS, Etc., PERSONS.

A Cleansing Station consisting of a reception room, four bath
rooms and a discharge room, is attached to the Disinfecting
Station, and is used for dealing with verminous, etc., conditions
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STAFF MEDICAL EXAMINATIONS.

Nine hundred and fifty-eight examinations were made during
the year by the Medical Staff of the Department.

These examinations varied from assessment of fitness for sick
pay, for employment as drivers of mechanical vehicles, for employ-
ment in the Water Undertaking, for employment in food handling,
for entry into the Superannuation Scheme, and for recommenda-
tions as to retirement on pension, for permanent ill-health o
transfer to other duties.

NATIONAL ASSISTANCE ACT, 1948 (Section 47).

No action was taken under this legislation. Cases which
arose were dealt with by appropriate combination of general practi-
tioner, nursing, Home Help and Sick Room Attendant Service,
and when requested, prompt and helpful assistance by the Local
Hospital Bed Bureau.

The main burden falls upon the Home Helps, and special
volunteers, who may have to work under most trying conditions,
are essential. Given such facilities, however, and acceptance of
the fact that it is not an offence for individuals who wish to die in
the somewhat squalid surroundings in which they may have elected
to live, Section 47 appears redundant.

CREMATION ACT, 1902.

During the year 1,517 certificates were completed in the
Department in the capaciy of Medical Referee under the above
Act.

CROYDON AIRPORT.

There was a considerable diminution of passenger arrivals
from abroad to an extent which made the employment of special
receptionists appear to the Ministry of Health to be unnecessary.
These duties were accordingly transferred to the permanent staf
of the Home Office who deal with immigration. These officers
now act also on behalf of the Health Department and no difficulties
arose as a result of such new arrangements.

I acknowledge the very helpful co-operation given by H.M.
Chief Immigration Officer in effecting the change-over and in the
carrying out of the work.
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CROYDON AIRPORT—AIRCRAFT AND PASSENGER ARRIVALS.

NoTE.—AC = Aircraft
=No. of Aliens referred to Medical Officer by the Immigration Officer

BP= British

AP=Alien Passengers

Ce=No. of Certificates issued.
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extension. They do so because when properly conducted they
give an opportunity for parents to ask questions which concern
them personally, regarding the healthy upbringing of their
children. Such advice is sought from the family doctor only when
definite illness is thought to be present, but no such qualification
is required where school medical examinations are concerned.
General lectures on health education cannot equal in effect infor-
mation given to parents in response to enquiries about their’ own
children. 1 am, therefore, pleased to be able to report that the
extension of routine examinations, initiated by my predecessor, is
now operating. It is appropriate in this connection to recollect
that under the 1944 Education Act, the title “*School Medical”
was changed to ** School Health Service.”

The customary ascertainment of children requiring special
educational treatment has continued, and close co-operation main-
tained with all hospitals dealing with Croydon School children,
so that education appropriate for the children concerned was
arranged with a minimum of delay. There were waiting lists for
the Day Schools dealing with physically handicapped and educa-
tionally sub-normal pupils, but steps are being taken to remedy
this by the building of additional classrooms.

The South-West Metropolitan Regional Hospital Board
accepted responsibility for the provision of Ophthalmic Surgeons
for the School Eye Clinics, but arrangements for ‘the supply of
glasses remained under the Supplementary Ophthalmic Service
with an average waiting period between prescription and supply
of several months. A scheme of giving whatever priority was
possible to cases certified by the Surgeon as urgent, was intro-
duced and worked quite well.

The Senior Dental Officer deals with the difficulties which
confront the School Dental Service. There has been a marked
improvement in the general dental health of children during the
last decade, no doubt associated with better nutrition. It is all
the more unfortunate that the opportunity to intensify the preven-
tive aspects of school dentistry and thus consolidate and expedite
this improvement has been set back by the equivalent of 20 years
by the advent of the National Health Service Act, 1948. For it
was in 1930 that the Education Committee appointed a third
Dental Officer and lowered the number of children served by each
officer from 10,000 to 7,000—the figure at which it now stands.
At that time it was noted that the Ministry of Education recom-
mended one dentist to 5,000 children as an immediate ratio and
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RETURN OF ATTENDANCE IN MAINTAINED PRIMARY, MODERN, CENTRAL, TECHNICAL
AND GRAMMAR SCHOOLS for the Term ended 20th December, 1949

School. Average No.| Average Average Average
on attendance. | attendance 1948
Registers. per cent. | attendane
per cent,
COUNCIL PRIMARY SCHOOLS
Ashburton Junior Mixed and Infants 367 336 01.5 ]|
Benson Senior Mixed el 166 153 g2.1 g3
Benson Junior Mixed and Infants B4 4fid4 02 20
Beulah Junior Boys T 346 39 022 |
Beulah Junior Girls 323 am 03.1 80
Beulah Infants . 341 300 B7.9 &6
Cypress Junior Mixed and Infants 408 a7l 00.9 87
Davidson Infants ... P 206 260 878 88
Duppas Junior Mixed and Inflnts 431 305 92 a0
Ecclesbourne Junior Boys 252 231 91.7 80
Eccleshourne Infants 201 185 02 B8
Elmwood Junior Boys ... 237 214 00 BA
Elmwood Junior Girls ... 221 200 00.4 a1
Elmwood Infants ... 265 230 B6.8 83
Farmhouse Cafe Junior Mixed and
Infants ... 106 o3 81.7 81
Gilbert Scott Junior Mixed and
Infants ... e 200 265 BR.G —
Gonville Junior Mixed and Infants 409 an 90.7 89
Howard Junior Mixed and Infants 338 317 03.7 o0
Ingram Infants ... s 160 143 80.4 85
Kensington Avenue _lunim‘ Mixed
and Infants s 434 304 0.7 B
Kingsley Junior Mixed ... 354 325 01.2 o
Kingsley Infants ... 304 268 881 82
Monks Orchard Junior Mixed and
Infants ... e 452 418 2.4 o1
Overbury Junior Mixed and Infants T3 67 0.7 o1
New Addington Senior Mixed ... 250 230 92 90
Norbury Manor Junior Mixed ... 33 33 94.5 o2
Morbury Manor Infants ... 251 224 80.2 83
Oval Junior Mixed ... 425 385 90.5 B9
Oval Infants 274 221 80.6 G.l.
Portland Infants ... 314 273 86.7 88
Purley Oaks Senior and _]unlnr
Mixed ik i 503 546 g2 a0
Purley Daks Ini'ants b 148 137 02.5 85
Rockmount Junior Mixed 270 252 03.3 04
Rockmount Infants 187 171 01.4 89
Shirley Methodist Ttmp-::rary
Infants ... 0 B0 88.8 81
South Morwood Juniur Bnys 356 330 92,6 43
South Norwood Junior Girls and
Infants. ... .. 528 469 88.8 al
Spring Park Junior Mixed and
Infants ... 2a7 270 00.9 .
Sydenham Junior Buyu 246 223 ol 89
Sydenham Junior Girls and Infants 400 356 #9 88
Waddon junior Mixed and Infants 492 450 91 88
West Thornton Junior Boys 231 210 91 o1
West Thernton Junior Girls 180 168 93.3 a3
West Thomion Infants ... 202 263 ao 87
Whitehorse Manor Junior Girls 262 240 02 20
Whitehorse Manor Infants 254 225 BB.6 85
Winterbourne Junior Boys 271 255 . 94 a2
Winterbourne Junior Girls 329 310 04.2 a2
Winterbourne Infants ... ... 376 333 88.5 85
Waolsey Junior Mixed 480 452 82.4 =
Wolsey Tnfanis ... .. ... 246 220 E0.4 —
Woodside Junior Boys ... ... 401 arz 027 a2
Woodside Junior Girls ... 380 352 026 a3
Woodside Infants ... ... .. 301 269 B9.3 87
ToTAL e | 16751 15219 80.8 89

G.1,=General Iliness.
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PARENTS PRESENT, 1948

ENTRANTS INTERMEDATE LEAVERS OTHER AGES
Mumber | Parents | Number | Parents | Mumber | Parents Numh;[ Parents
Exmnd. | Present | Exmnd. | Present | Exmnd. | Present | Exmnd. | Present
MmIE|M|EIm|E|M|E|n M. | EAm e | m | e G
Addington Village| 21 25 19] 10| 15 6 14| 20 12l 2 1 5
All Saints' 15| 13 121 17 199 18 1 16 12 1| &
Arch. Tenison's vl rasele deesl xl Taial s b ) TR
Ashburton 36 67 5Tl 40| 30, 27 221 2% 18 11 B
Benson ... 73 43 38| 40 41f 22 32| 31 420 17| 35 IT}
Beulah .= | 157} 135 117] 68 34 43| 231 ... 39 53| 31|
Christ Church ... | 19 26 25| 200 28 13 22| o 1) e . 3
el 117y i | (ST R e A R R R R R P R - |
Croydon British e wea] aash NN
Croydon Polytne. | ...] ... ] e | SRR | R 1) tdl el et [
c?ﬂﬁ = | 81} 29 Mi 18 3 1] .. | 43 ﬁnﬁ
Davidson . | 33 57 Av] Y Ry Sl ! 10 né '
Duppas s | 35 6O 26 17 36 3 | T i
Ecclestourne ... | 33 4!:1 27 108 ... ﬂ T
Elmwood o0 92| BT &7 108 tar i
Gonville 41| 49| 37 e 4
Heath Clark = I 46 &
Heathfield 11 8§ 11 ﬂ 3 3 .
Howard. .. a3 30 27 18 19 %
Ingram ... ... | 46/ 35 36 i g a 8
Jobhn Ruskin ... | .| ..| 116 s
Kensington 511 33 49 A3 48 41 |g
Kingsley ... | 82| 5B 54 40| 611 21 15 B
Lady Edridge ... | il e s :
Lanfranc i B I I I 1 - 1
Monks Orchard 8% 58 T0 61| 19 25 1A
New Addington WH IS L 37 121 20 i
Norbury. Manor 27| 65 88 49| 55 BO 2B 1
Oval ... 20 15 34| 35 16 ] & 7
Parish Church ... 73 60 21 18 121|144
Partland T8 54 174 e o a4 158
Purley Oaks ... ) 24 39 10 44 | Ia )
Rockmount ... 40 22 26 1
St. Andrew's ... 18 2 21 16 51 101§
St. Christopher®s < e N Y 21 1
St. Joseph's 27 1) R - (RS | R | TSMER IRSER (e 73 10}
St. Mark's - 16 Bl ML 1| Lot B o At Rl el (R (L 2
St. Mary's R.C. 6 P [T [ 199 71 & 1] 14 46
St. Michael's ... ar 0 [N WV | [EORR e (AR R |
St. Peter's ... 28 ol i e 7 I I T (S e [RESE B |©
Sch. of Bullding wllatidt b Yy gt CSE B |
Selhurst Gram. 24 .. 2 EI]iI o 24 .. 14 ALK
Shirley 41 8 i, ity 1 ﬂ |
Shirley Methodist 34 o R A
South Norwood 19[ B2 25 30 vl BB L] 08 L ﬁ
Spring Park ... 25 Tl Wl G R L |
Stanley Technical by R e ﬂ
Sydenham 81 107 38 69 - 49 46 29 ‘|
Tavistock L R R y‘ _ﬂl |
Waddon i 35 3l 11} 15 38] 44 58 25 a7 -
West Thornton ﬁ 500 107 24| .| 53 15/ 300 13} 175 8
Whitehorse Manr. of 30 3 idl 12 13| 7 9| i
Winterbourne 100 33 T8 21 i 200 ...] 93 .| T}
Woodside ... 00 o0 74 47 w25 1] 2] 1f 3l
199720571 720(1741 135311 183] 790! sm1kia70/1737" 188] 740l1045] 005! 728! e lemsese
R e —— L ——
4054 34 2536 1680 1950 1379 i)
PERCEMTAGE OF PARENTS PRESENT AT MEDICAL EXAMINATIODNS
Entrants s Boys 8.6 4
= AL . 846 5.6
Intermediate ... Boys 59.1
o Cilrls T4.5 66.2
= (3.5
Leavers Boys 12.8
E: B 426 28.9
Other Ages ... . Boys 69,7
5 Girls 719 } 07
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SUMMARY OF FINDINGS AT ROUTINE MEDICAL INSPECTIONS, 1949
(Percentages of Children examined)

Inter- Other All
Condition Entrants | mediates | Leavers Ages Groups
Boys, Girls| Boys Girls| Boys| Giris| Boys| Girls Bop'ﬂirls

Circulatory System ... .. | 14 1.4 26 23 L7 36 15 2 24
Pulmonary System .. .. | 35 19 26 29 12 194 17 1. 1.0
Skin Disease ... s 24 1 1.8 3 s L 19 2 20
Defects of Mose and Throat . 255 21. 0.5 129 55 5&51] 1.3 10 13.3
Enlarged Cervical Glands ... 23 2 1.6 0. L2 O 1.4 L 1.4
Squint | ph 23] 3 ] (R 1.0 O 16 1L 1.9
E:ttemal Eye Diseaae 05 0. 07 0 0.6 1 08 0 0.8
Defective Vision 1.3 1.4 82 8 0.4 9 64 8 6.3
Defective Hearing and other

Ear Defects .. 249 2 0.9 2. 1.3 O . a2 1.9
Speech Defects 21 1 06 0 0.4 0. 04 0O 0.6
Dental Diseaze (more than fuur

decayed} ... 20 1. 13" 0 1.0 1 2B 2 1.5
Dull and Backward ... ..| 06 04 04 03 03 O 05 0. 0.4
Malnutrition ... v | BB B T.ﬂ 4 38 & 6.8 & 6.3
Deformities ... | 1B 14.4 16.6) 19. 0.8 127 179 14, 15.0
Mervous System 1.1l 08 05 04 03 0O 1.3 O 0.6
th:lnpmental-— I

Hernia v | R G 0.5 0. 0.1 = 02 0o 0.3

Other... it | L o) 08 0 048 01] 14 - 0.1
Psychulugicat— 1

Developmental | oo a1 - | o3 o1 oa - 0.1

Stability ... | 0.3 O 0. 0. 0.2 01 07 0. 0.2
Other Defects EAGES 5.|:|| ad 33 34 27 40/ 3 4.1

UNCLEANLINESS.

Cleanliness inspections are carried out by the School Nurses
each term in every school, so that all pupils are brought under
review. The finding of slight infestation in unexpected offenders
leads to the issue of an informal letter to the parents, setting out
a method of treatment and offering a supply of suitable emulsion.
The appropriate formal notices are sent to the parents of children
previously found verminous. Steel combs are sold or loaned
where necessary. Endeavour is made to serve notices on the
parents by the School Nurse personally, so that she has oppor-
tunity to emphasise that infestation may be a family complaint
and not limited to the school child, and the need for constant
cleanliness to prevent relapses. A cleansing station is provided
for the treatment of scabies and very occasionally deals with other
verminous conditions.

Number of children inspected for Cleanliness (first
inspection ... ... 65,848
Number of children mspected fsuhqequent mspec-
tions) ... s e siis i TR
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CONDITIONS NOTIFIED BY TEACHERS AND SCHOOL ENQUIRY
OFFICERS AND CONFIRMED BY HEALTH VISITORS.

in Schools

Indefinite Sickness,

I, Mot Intectious
Faratyphoid

Erysipelas
of conditions notified

German Measles,
Whooping Cough.
Chicken Pox.

Cero, Spinal Men.
Poliomyelitis.
Conjunctivitis.

Sore Throat.
Percentage incidence

Scarlet Fever.
Jaundice.

Measles.
Mumps.
Scabies.
Impetigo.
Ringworm.
Diphtheria.
Dyzentery

2 [ School Population.

11.4
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Treatment of Visual Defects.

h - Number of Spectacles
defects dealt with. prescribed
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This Clinic showed a decrease upon 1948 in numbers sub-
mitted to refraction. A total of 3,664 attendances was recorded.

SCHOOL DENTAL SERVICE,

The above service deals chiefly with the routine inspection
and treatment of those attending Borough Primary, Secondary,
Technical and Special Schools. ‘‘Free-place’ scholars at certain
non-maintained schools approved by the local Education Com-
mittee are also eligible for treatment.

In addition to the above, facilities are also provided for
those referred under Maternity and Child Welfare and Mental
Deficiency Schemes. Particulars of work carried out in connec-
tion with the former will be found in the appropriate Report.

Since the inception of the National Health Service Act on Hth
July, 1948, the dental care of those suffering from Tuberculosis
i1s no longer the responsibility of Local Authorities, and treatment
of the above patients ceased in the early months of 1949 when
alternative arrangements, provided through the Regional Board,
began to operate.

Arrangements for Treatment.

The major portion of the treatment is at present carried out
at Lodge Road Health Centre, where four surgeries are designed
to work as a centralised unit. The recently completed extension
to these premises providing, in addition to medical accommo-
dation, for an extra dental surgery, recovery room and 1mprmr_ed_
waiting room accommodation, has greatly assisted in reducing
the former congestion during “peak’ periods. :
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