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Public Health Department,
Town Hall,
Croydon.

r7th July, 1915.
Mr. Mayor and Gentlemen,

I beg to present the Annual Public Health Report for thd
County Borough of Croydon for the year 1914.

From the report it is evident that the activilies of the depart-
ment are being continued and are vigorously growing along all the
lines indicated by modern science and experience as those from
which the greatest practical benefit to the welfare of the community
is to be looked for. Thus during the twelve months with which
the report is concerned, in addition to the continuance of the
existing work, there has been established an Infant Centre in one
of the more densely populated areas of the borough; in the same
building a Centre for the Treatment of Minor Ailments of School
Children has been developed from the “ Skin Clinic*’ formerly held
at the Town Hall; the scheme for dealing with tuberculosis has
grown to very full activity; and the administration of the Mental
Deficiency Act has been entered upon so far as the exigencies of
the present times permit,

For the preparation of the parts of the report relating
to tuberculosis, to school medical work and to the work of the
Borough Hospital, I am indebted to Drs. Sandison, Jervis and
Todesco respectively. My sincerest thanks are due to these gentle-
men and to all the members of the staff for the loyal and
ungrudging help which I have experienced from them throughout
the year.

I have to thank the members of the Council for the courtesy
and consideration shewn to the department and to myself.

I am,

Yours faithfully,

R. VEITCH CLARK,
Medical Officer of Health.
and School Medical Officer.
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County Borough of Croydon.

BEP2 O R

OF THE

MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH.

For the Year 1914.

Section A.—VITAL STATISTICS.

THE POPULATION at the Census of 1gor was 133,895, and
had increased at the Census of 1911 to 169,551, of whom 77,059
were males and 92,492 were females.

The population at the middle of 1914 according to the mode of
estimation which has been employed for a very considerable period
now was 181,956. It is this population upon which all the rates
have been calculated throughout the report. '

The Registrar General, however, has introduced a new method
of calculation, and according to this his estimate of the population
of the Borough for 1914 is 178,511. This latter figure has not
been taken in this report, firstlv, because the estimated population
of 1911 was very close indeed to that revealed by actual enumera-
tion at the census, and there is in the existing circumstances in the
Borough no evidence that the rate of increase of population has
shewn any alteration. The method employed, therefore, in the
intercensal period (1goi-11) would appear to be that which would
give the most accurate result in the case of the County Borough of
Croydon. Further, I have estimated the population upon the basis
of the number of inhabited houses at June, 1914, giving the result
of 185,935, an estimate which comes very close to that made by
the method already in use. An estimate based upon the number
of children attending the Council Schools as compared with the
number attending during the various years of the past decennium
also gives a figure considerably higher than that of the Registrar
General's new method. To accept the new estimate made by the
Registrar General would therefore be to work upon a basis which
is not only probably less accurate for the particular case of Croydon
(although there is no doubt that it will apply more accurately to the
country as a whole and to other local districts) it would give a
wrong impression of the vital statistics of the district controlled by
the local authority here.
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INHABITED HOUSES.—The number of inhabited houses
cannot be ascertained with accuracy. At the last census, in April,
1911, it was 34,363, while 2,880 houses were empty at that date.
During 1914, 721 houses have been passed by the Borough Engi-
neer as fit for occupation. The estimated number of inhabited
houses in June, 1914, was 39,224.

THE AREA of the Borough is 9,012 acres, and the density of
the population 20.2 per acre.

The approximate acreage and the population per acre of the

Wards is as follows :—
Population per acra

Areat in Acres. Whards, estimated to June, 1914,
Upper Norwood (sub-division) s
1660 {'l'hnrnlnn Heath do. 1167
g8o South Norwood 281
998 West 37°3
1181 Nerth 26g
404 Central 39°6
2209 LEast g8
1580 South 184
GOl =z

THE BIRTHS registered during the year in the Borough
numbered 4,027. Owing to the receipt from the Registrar-General
of the number of births properly belonging to other districts and
also of the number occurring elsewhere but properly belonging to
Croydon, it is possible to obtain the corrected number for the
Borough, namely, 4,007. Of those born, 2,017 were boys and
1,990 were girls. The birth rate equalled 22.0 per 1,000, as com-
pared with 23.8 for England and Wales.

Of the total births, 182, or 4.5 per cent. were illegitimate.

The births were distributed as follows :—
Birth rate per 1,000

Taotal. estimated population,

Upper Norwood Sub-Division ... 109 13.1
South Ward 353 17.9
Central Ward 290 18.1
East 468 21.4
BOROUGH 4027 22.0
South Norwood Ward ... 628 22.8
North Ward 729 22.8
Thornton Heath Sub-Division ... 496 25.5
West Ward 841 ok
The Workhouse ... 83
Victoria House, gg, Central Hill

(Servants’ Reformatory) ... 30

Outward Transfers 58

Inward 55 38
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DEATHS.—During the year, 2,041 deaths were registered in
the Borough, or 11.2 per 1,000. One hundred and forty-six of
the deaths registered in the Borough were those of strangers dying
at the Workhouse or Infirmary, 29 of strangers dying at the
Croydon General Hospital, 22 at the Cottage Hospital, Upper
Norwood, 4 at the Purley Cottage Hospital, 1 at the Croydon
Borough Hospital, 1 at 297, Whitehorse Lane (Nursing Home),
3 at 3, Tavistock Grove (Nursing Home), 2 at 40, Dingwall Road
(Nursing Home), 4 at 2, Sydenham Road (Nursing Home), 2 at 12,
Stanford Road (Nursing Home), 2 at 20, Bramley Hill (Nursing
Home), 1 at 5, Campbell Road (Nursing Home), 5 at g9, Central
Hill (Servants’ Reformatory), 9 at other residences and 3 street
deaths.

If we deduct these 234 deaths and add 177 deaths of Croydon
residents known to have occurred outside the district during the
same period, we get a nett total of 1,984 deaths, which is equal to
10.9 per 1,000 as compared with 13.7 for England and Wales, 15.0
for the g7 great towns, 13.1 for the 145 smaller towns, 12.4 for
England and Wales less the 242 towns.

Corrections for deaths of strangers occurring within the
Borough and of deaths of Croydon people dying outside the
Borough are now returned by the Registrar-General. These were
formerly obtained for Croydon through the courtesy of the Superin-
tendent of Statistics, Somerset House, and the figures have been
available since 1903.

The nett death-rates for the four quarters of the year were :—

Average for

19T4. 1924-1913.
1st Quarter 11.9 14.6
2nd Quarter 10.4 11.2
3rd Quarter 9.5 10.9
4th Quarter 12.4 11.9
Year 3 12.1

WARD DEATH-RATES.—Table VI. gives the number of
deaths assignable to each district in the Borough.  Institution
deaths have been as far as possible, debited to the Wards in which
the deceased lived prior to admission to hospital.






Section B.—INFANT WORK.

INFANTILE MORTALITY is measured by the proportion of
deaths under one year to 1,000 births, and amounted to 70, as
compared with 94 in 1913, 77 in 1912, 105 in 1911, 87 in 1910,
79 in 1909, g9 in 1908, 86 in 1907, 125 in 1906, and g6 in 1903,
During the year 1914 the rate for England and Wales was 103,
while in the g7 large towns it was 114, and in the 145 smaller
towns 1o4; in England and Wales, less the 242 towns, 93, and in
London 104.

The figures for the various Wards were :—
Dieath-rate per
Dieath-rare 1000 births Jn-
Deaths per joeoe Births  ** diarrhoeal ™

x Bi‘ths,  under 1 year. (all causes) diseases,

Upper Norwood Sub-

division ... e " s G I - I 7
North Ward ... s B - e 3
Thornton Heath Sub-

division ... -« 496 T SRR R T
East Ward ... e 1o - | e 2
BOROUGH .. .. 4027 e | [
Central Ward... I o it TR . S 7
South Ward ... T o Tl WO 3
West Ward ... e 84T o T ) i RO ©
South Norwood Ward 628 42 v OF e Ta

The following table shows the fluctuations since 1892 in the
infantile mortality from ‘* all causes,” from ** diarrheeal diseases,"’
and from *‘ causes other than diarrhceal.”’

Total Infantile Imfantile Mortality Infantile Murtality
Years, Murtality fromn from * diarrhoeal © from other than

all causes, diseases, “diarrheeal " diseases
1893—1897 ... 142 25 117
18g8—i1g02 -« ... 143 v 38 i 105
1903 Cis 104 S 9 L Q5
1904 Kt 128 s 29 47 99
1905 P qb L= 14 vis 82
1906 . vs 125 “ve 42 i 83
1goy Vis 86 L 10 “is 85
1608 qg 12 87
1gog - 79 ik ) Rt 72
1910 S 87 i 7 L k.
1911 S 105 S 33 S 53
1912 - 77 s I s nb
1913 i 94 i 16 2 78
1914 iin 709 .o 1 b7

DIARRH@EA AND EPIDEMIC ENTERITIS.

Deaths classified in the tables supplied by the Registrar-
General as diarrheea, epidemic enteritis, enteritis and gastro-
enteritis, have been included as *“ diarrheceal ** deaths: as this
classification corresponds with that adopted in former years, com-
parisons made on the resultant figures are valid.
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During 1914 diarrheea and epidemic enteritis accounted for 25
deaths of infants under one year of age, 19 others being due to
enteritis or gastro-enteritis, making a total of 44 deaths from
*“ diarrheeal ”’ diseases. A further 23 deaths at ages from one year
or upwards were due to these diseases.

The accompanying charts shew the seasonal distribution of the
diarrhceal deaths under one year of age, in the years 1913 and

1914.
METHOD OF FEEDING.

The following are the particulars as to feeding of infants
during the first six months of life of children who survived, and of
children who died between one week and six months old. Deaths
of infants under one week have been excluded because it is unlikely
that methods of feeding can have been responsible for a fatal issue
in so short a time.

TABLE A.
'_IIIFEHII)S_ drli'nn | ]rla_fintsci ring %4
rom 1arrhoea Tom other nfants
- : Total
D“f““‘ .haﬂﬂ:;::mnl "":,;‘;;’:ﬂi 8 I't‘t‘l'tﬂ-l?::ucd.
06 months. e
0-8 months,
Breast Fed only... s 6 52 980 1038
Breast and subsequently
Cow's milk ... i 2 11 128 141
|
Pitte Condensed Milk 5 BS 93
Ditto Other foods ... 2 13 114 129
Breast & simultaneously

Cow's Milk ... 4 26 a0
Ditto Condensed Milk 1 a1 32
Ditto  Other foods ... 9 36 45
Entirely Hand Fed —

Cow's Milk ... tou 6 10 35 al
Ditto Condensed Milk (i 8 30 d4
Ditte Other foods ... 8 12 38 55
Number investigated ... 27 125 1506 1658
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The number of births which actually occurred in the borough
during the year was 4,027. The number of births notified there-
fore amounted to 84 per cent. of the total.

The following measures are adopted with a view to diminishing
the mortality among voung infants.

All houses where births have taken place are visited by one of
the health visitors, if the home circumstances are such as to make
it probable that any advice given will be acceptable or necessary.
No hard and fast rule is drawn, but an endeavour is made to include
all houses where a medical man is not likely to be in attendance
for more than ten days after the confinement of the mother. The
number of visits paid during 1914, amounted to 5,342. In most
instances it is not possible to make more than two visits during the
first six months of life.

Other means to check infantile mortality in Croydon include
inquiries into deaths under one year of age, and the very general
dissemination of leaflets. A special handbill has been prepared in
connection with puerpeyal fever and other accidents of childbirth,
clothing of infants, the feeding and care of infants, and summer
diarrhcea. Health lectures or talks to mothers have also been very
generally given by members of the staff during the past 11 years,
and as many as 420 addresses have been given during that period.

INFANT MORTALITY IN WEST WARD.

During 1913 the Council directed that a special enquiry be
made into the causes of infant mortality in the West Ward of the
borough. The Medical Officer of Health made as exhaustive an
investigation into the subject as the available information per-
mitted, and the resultant report was carefully considered by the
Sanitary Committee and subsequently by the Council. It was
thereupon resolved that an Infant Centre be established in a suit-
able situation where medical infant consultations might be held
and mothers advised and instructed generally on the proper
methods of rearing children. The report is given here in extenso,
and is followed by a short account of the establishment and the
early days of the working of the Infant and Children’s Centre.

aith March, 1914,
To the Sanitary Committee. ;
Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen,

I beg to submit the following report upon the infantile mortality
in the West Ward of the Borough A

By Infantile Mortality is mzant the number of deaths of infants
under onz year of age for every 1,000 births in the same loeality.
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In the beginning probably only nbout three half days a week would
se taken up by the meetings at the actual Welcome. A house must be
rented and suitably fitted out—this should not cost a great deal; to
these premises the mothers bring the infants at least once a week, when
they are regularly weighed, the condition of each child is speciall
considered, and where necessary medical advice as to feeding an
general care of the infants is given. Tea is supplied to the mothers,
and the opportunity is taken of giving them short talks as to care of
children, ganera.i baby management, the advaniages of personal clean-
liness, and cleanliness in the household and the care of food. One
afternoon o week may be devoted to a sewing meeting, and it is advan-
tageons to establish also a clothing club, towards which the mothers
subseribe, say, a penny per week to pay in part or in whole for
children’s girments. In the baby centres of which I have had personal
experience these garments have been made by voluntary helpers. The
meetings of the mothers which are thus obtained prove of great value
from an educational standpoint, the interest of the parent is stimulated
in the improvement of the child, and a healthy spirit of competition is
engendered amongst the mothers. Provision may also be made at the
centres for the distribution of infant foods either free or at nominal
charges; these are of the greatest assistance, especially during the
summer season.

Every case of birth is at the present time, of course, visited by the
health visitor for the district. This would continue to be so but the
amount of work to be done by the health visitors causes a second visit
very often to be unavoidably delayed. An important part of the work
in connection with the ** Baby Welcomes " therefore would be to
establish more frequent advisory and friendly visits to the mothers.

If the scheme of a Baby's Welcome for the West Ward be adopted
I would advise that the services of Miss Chapman (who is at present a
half-time health wvisitor) should be obtained full-time and that she
should be directly attached to the Baby's Weleome for the purpose of
helping at the meetings there and also to assist the Health Visitor of
the ward in paying the subsequent visits to the mothers in their homes.
This would probably suffice to carry out the work in its initial stages,
and should additional help for visitations be required it might either be
obtained by the appointment of another health visitor or by enlisting
the services of voluntary workers who would carry out their duties
under the supervision of the Public Health Department.

With regard to the medical control of the Baby’s Welcome I eannot
at present guarantee one or two half days per week by any medieal
member of my staff for this work, my own time and the time of my
qualified assistants being now completely occupied. In 1815, however,
a new medical assistant will be required owing to the Government
demands for a further school medieal inspection, and the time of this
new officer would, I think, allow of the supervision of the baby work
referred to. If the appointment of this officer were made earlier than
1915 in view of this ang other suggested extensions of the medical work
of the Department, the Baby's Welecome might be instituted during the
current year. I do not think that it could be done with the present
medical staff,

This system of Baby's Welcomes exists in many other large towns
and is giving very satisfactory results. T do not doubt but that it
would be equally suecessful in Croyvdon.

I am, Gentlemen,
Yours faithfully,
R. VEITCH CLAREK.
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Establishment of the Infant and Children Centre.

At approximately the same time as an Infant Centre
was determined upon the Council resolved to provide a
special centre for the regular treatment of the minor ail-
ments of school children. It was felt that the area to be served
by the Infant Centre was precisely that in which the need for such
a school treatment centre was most acute. It was also shown
that both administratively and financially the combination of the
two ventures under one roof would be advantageous. Under the
aegis of a joint sub-committee of the Sanitary and Education Com-
mittees, therefore, the house at 228, London Road, was leased
and suitably fitted out, and the premises were opened on November
24th, 1914. A photograph of the interior of the consulting room
i1s shown opposite.

Staff. The extra work arising out of the centre involved the
appointment of an additional assistant medical officer—Dr. W.
N. W. Kennedy—and an extra health visitor.

Woaork of the Centre. On two afternoons every week (Tues-
days and Fridays) medical infant consultations are held by one of
the assistant medical officers. The infants are treated medically
when that is necessary, and in each case the mother is advised on
the special precautions to be observed for the welfare of the infant.
The health visitor specially attached to the infant work visits the
cases in their own homes to help and advise the mothers in the
carrying out of the doctor’s recommendations; she also holds an
afternoon meeting weekly at the centre and gives talks to the
mothers on infant rearing and correlated matters. As the centre
was opened so late in the year there is little point in giving
statistical details of the work—these will appear in the report for
1915—but up to the date of writing the number of patients brought
up has not only continuously increased, but the parents bring them
regularly each week, demonstrating not only the need for the
centre, but also the practical efficiency of the work that is being
done. During the five weeks from the opening of the centre to
the end of 1914, forty-one (41) infants were regularly attending.

The medical treatment of school children carried out on one
floor of the centre is referred to in the Report on the Medical
Inspection of School Children— page 167.

MIDWIYES' ACT, 1902

Thirty-three midwives attended at the Infant and Children
Centre, 228, London Road, for inspection, etc., during 1914. One
hundred and forty visits were paid by Miss Chapman, the Inspector
of Midwives, to the houses of 36 midwives.

During the year 2 registered midwives withdrew f_rom practice,
5 left the district, and 3 new names were added, leaving 38 on the
register on December 31st, 1914.
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The particulars of patients suspected of having carried infection are given in the

following table :—

DiscarcED PATIENT, I I‘h-Tt:::eﬂ

- - Mnset and discharge

] ' 3] ' = & | Notes as to any abnermality on Discharge. | number of return | of patient

= A | Dateol | 22| 5E | case. and onset

g Ee- ® Discharge. | 3% | &= | of return
- o amlas case.

202 7 | M| 17/2/14 | 81 | 84 | Nil. | 6/3/14 (209) | 16 days
| | 19/5/14 (398) | 91 ,,
106 16 M| 28/2,14 | 17 | 21 | Nil. 27/2/14 (280) | 4 ,,
42 193 F | 12/8/14 | 55 | 57 | Nil. 20/3/14 (258) | 8 ,,
52 5 (M| 19/8/14 | 54 | 56 | Nl 31/3/14 (3186) | 12 ,,
113 10 | M| 26/3/14 | 47 | 49 | Slight enlarged cervical glands. 2/4/14 (30T) | T ,,
111 7 (F | 21/3f14 | 42 | 44 | Enlarged cervical glands. 8/4/14 (325) | 18 ,,
160 8 M| 4/4]14 | 43 | 45 | Nil 7/4/14 327 | 38 ,,
15/4/14 (331) | 11 ,,
283 4 |M| 4/4/14 | 21 | 28 | Nil. | 17/4/14 350) | 18 ,,
249 14 M| 16/4/14 | 42 ' 44 | Enlarged cervical glands. 25/4/14 (home| 9 ,,

. | case)

1200 13 (M| 16/5/14 | 97 102 | Nil. 22/5/14 (402) | 6 ,,
254 34 F | 25/4/14 | 37 | 89 | Nil. 24/5/14 (416) | 29 ,,
a79| 12 | M| 12/5/14 | 45 | 47 | NiL 80/5/14 (431) | 18 |
4690 7 | F | 20/6/14 | 45 | 46 | Nil 7/7/14 (508) | 17 ,,
525 9 | F| 8/9/14 | 44 | 46 | Enlarged cervical glands. 17.9/14 (627 | 9 ,,
540 3 M| 29/9/14 | 58 | 55 | Enlarged cervical glands. 6/10/14 (705) | 7 ,,
645 T F | 18/11'14 | 56 | 58 | Enlarged cervical glands. 10/12(14 (892) | 22 .,
778 61 I | 15/12/14 | 49 | 52 | Enlarged cervical glands, 28/12/14 (928) | 8 ,,
| 23/12/14 (929) | 8 ,

In the preparation of Tables of Return Cases a limit of a fort-
night between the discharge of the supposed infecting case and the
onset of the illness in the return case is sometimes adopted. If
this limit were applied to the foregoing table only 13 cases would
be included ; if a limit of three weeks 17 cases would be included.

INFLUENZA

was the assigned cause of death in 15 instances, as compared with
26 in 1913.

WHOOPING COUGH

accounted for 24 deaths, 23 of which occurred in children under
five years of age. The number of deaths in 1913 was 23. The
number of cases is unknown. 521 children who were suffering

from this disease were excluded from school, as compared with
258 in 1913.
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Section D.—GENERAL MATTERS.

CHANGES IN THE STAFF.—In the beginning of the year
Dr. Jervis entered upon his new duties as Assistant Medical Officer
of Health and Assistant School Medical Officer, and his place at the
Borough Hospital was taken by Dr. Jas. Todesco. In July Dr.
W. N. W. Kennedy was appointed an Assistant Medical Office
of Health and Assistant School Medical Officer, and from Septemn:-
ber was an active member of the departmental staff. Dr. A. Leitch
became Assistant Resident Medical Officer at the Borough Hospital
in September ; Miss Chapman (formerly on half-time) was engaged
as a full-time health visitor, and another health visitor was added
to the staff for school treatment work. The clerical staff was also
increased by one.

G).) PERATION WITH NAVAL AND MILITARY FORCES.

A large amount of work has been done in this connection.
The forces with which we have been specially concerned during
1914 were the Royal Naval Brigade at the Crystal Palace, which
although situated outside our area is within the area supplied by
the Borough Fever Hospital; the troops stationed along the
railway lines in the town; the troops at the Barracks in Mitcham
Road and billeted in the neighbouring district, specially in the West
Ward, and very considerable bodies of troops passing through the
town and billeted for longer or shorter periods in various districts

The principal directions in which the work in connection with
His Majesty’s forces have developed are as follows :—

Infectious Conditions.—The reception in the Fever Hospital
of all cases of notifiable infectious disease occurring amongst
the Naval Brigade or military troops stationed within the area of Croy-
don and in some instances in camps in the neighbourhood when no other
Fever Hospital accommodation was available for them. In all cases
the Admiralty or War Office, respectively, are paying £2 per bed per
week for cases treated in the Borough Hospital.

A daily list of cases of infectious disease notified was sent to
the Commanding Officers, or Medical Officers in Charge of Troops
stationed in the Borough, and also to the Royal Naval Division at the
Crystal Palace, and the Commandant of the Croydon Military Hospital.
These officers were also supplied with maps of the Borough to
enable them to observe readily the localities in which infectious disease
was prevalent. Copies of the Loeal Government Board’s weekly sum-
mary of cases of infectious diseass oceurring in England and Wales have
also been supplied.

In cases where members of His Majesty's Forces on leave have
developed infectious disease, or had been in contact with cases of
infectious disease, the Commanding Officer of the Regiment was notified
by telegram, and the patient or contact detained until free from
infection.
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Disinfection and cleansing of persons and clothing and of the
bed clothing and furniture used by men in the Forces.—This not only
has been carried out in consequence of the occurrence of infectious
diseases, but to a very large extent also for the suppression of verminous
conditions which have arisen amongst the men. The disinfection was
in a large number of instances accompanied by cleamsing baths of the
persons of the men affected.

Control and visiting of RBillets.—The billets have principally
been arranged by the military aunthorities through the police. The police
in accordance with the arrangements made with the Medical Officer of
Health have regularly—when fresh troops have been billeted—come over
to the Public Health Department and struck out from the list of billets
those houses in which any infectious condition whatever was known to
have occurred at all recently or was actually in existence.

The hillets have also been regularly and systematically visited by the
Sanitary Inspectors for general cleanliness and sanitary arrangements
and for the purpose of learning of any infectious condition.

Hutments on the railway lines.—These have been regularly
inspected and an efficient sanitary control exercised.

The work resulting from the presence of troops in our midst
has very greatly increased the labour of all the members of the
staff of the department, both medical and lay. 1 have
pleasure in recording the great willingness which all the staff have
displayed in carrying out the extra duties which have thus been
imposed upon them. A very large amount of overtime has been
worked by all the different sections of the department, and all
these efforts have been made in the spirit of hearty co-operation.

I have pleasure in recording the fact that my own personal
relationships and the relationships of those members of the staff
who have come directly into contact with the members of the Forces
have been of the most friendly and agreeable nature,

SPECIAL ENQUIRY INTO THE BACTERIOLOGICAL
PURIFICATION OF WATER.

Although Croydon is one of the most fortunate of the large
towns of England and Wales in the possession of a water supply
of remarkable natural purity, one of the wells yields a water which
—at long intervals—gives signs on bacteriological examination
of a possibility of contamination. Although even on these occa-
sions this water was much further from the danger zone than that
often consumed by other similar communities, the Council were
of opinion that steps should be taken to ensure a degree of purity
as nearly as possible absolute. An extensive bacteriological
investigation into certain methods of water-purification was carried
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The work upon which this report was based was directed
towards determining the value of chlorine as an agent for the
bacteriological purification of potable water supplies, and the best
method of removing chlorine from the water after the bacterio-
cidal effect had been attained.

The Council, after due consideration, resolved that for the
special purposes of this purification the chlorine method of treat-
ment with provision for subsequent dechlorinisation should be
introduced.  Steps are accordingly being taken to carry this
resolution into effect,

TUBERCULOSIS AND MILK.

During the year fifty-seven primary and twelve secondary
samples of milk were procured and submitted for examination for
tuberculosis in accordance with the provisions of the above-
mentioned Act.

The fifty-seven primary samples included twelve samples pro-
cured from milk produced in the borough, and forty-five from milk
produced outside the borough, mainly from the southern and
western counties, and supplied to local dairymen, direct from the
farms, or through the agency of wholesale dairy companies.

Of the twelve samples representing the milk produced in the
borough, one was found to be tuberculous, the other eleven showed
no evidence of tuberculosis.

~ The sample which proved to be tuberculous represented the
mixed milk of fifteen cows.

The cows in the herd cencerned were examined by the
veterinary surgeon; none of the cows were clinically tuberculous,
all being good-class dairy cows, well nourished, and housed in a
substantially constructed clean shed. Two of the cows, however,
had slightly abnormal udders (one weak quarter). These weak
quarters were not typical of tuberculosis, but were sufficiently
abnormal to be regarded as suspicious.

Secondary samples were obtained from the milk of these two
cows and submitted for examination, when it was found that one
of them was tuberculous; the other showed no evidence of tuber-
culosis. The cow from which the tuberculous sample was obtained
was the less suspicious of the two.
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The following tabulated statement shows the number of
primary samples of town produced milk and country produced
milk, with the number and percentage of cases in which tuber-
culosis was found since 1goo.

Year. ﬁ?ﬁ? Pugigi'?e. GeEt?:ga. ﬂgﬁﬁ.ﬁ Puﬁtnivn. GenPtEarga.
1900 40 2 5 —_ —_ -
1901 1 — — 87 5 a7
1902 -— _ — 6 - -
1904 50 1 33 - s I
1908 25 1 4 21 3 142
1911 16 1 62 39 6 154
1912 14 1 71 31 1 | &2
1913 14 4 285 49 4 8:1
1914 12 1 B3 45 5 111

Total 1900-14 152 11 72 278 24 86

iz |

Total : Town and Country 430 primary samples, 35 positive,
or 8.2 per cent.

DISINFECTION.

During the year 2,248 rooms, 5 hospital wards and contents
thereof, 14 school class rooms, 4 dormitories, 1 stable and yard,
t slaughterhouse, 63 departments of schools, 1 shed, 19 vehicles,
and 22,125 articles were disinfected.

The articles disinfected were as follows, viz. :—798 beds,
3,397 blankets, 18g blouses, 736 bolsters, 1,292 books (including
514 Library books), 364 boots, 100 bottles, 17 capes, 230 caps, 30
carpets, 748 coats, 8 corsets, 110 curtains, 387 cushions, 7o
costumes, 1,094 counterpanes, 14 dresses, 168 dressing gowns,
246 handkerchiefs, goq4 mattresses, 15 neckerchiefs, 447 palliasses,
72 petticoats, 2,341 pillows, 229 rugs, 165 shawls, 1,106 sheets,
429 shirts, 150 skirts, gz4 stockings (socks), 20z towels, 400
trousers, 102 vests, 258 waistcoats, 4,382 other articles; total,
22,135,
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untiring industry of the lady members of the staff. During 1914
the incidence of illness amongst the ladies was unusually heavy,
and I have the sincerest pleasure in recording the ungrudging
way in which the work of those on sick-leave was carried on by
the remaining health visitors.

HEALTH LECTURES.

One of the most notable tendencies of public health work in
late years has been that by which endeavours have been made to
enlist the active sympathy and intelligent co-operation of the
people in the production of a higher standard of physical and
general welfare both of the individual and of the community. It
is obvicus that to secure a lasting improvement not only must the
external circumstances of life be made better, but the actual
personal practices and mode of life of the individual should be
raised to the highest possible level. The latter aim can only be
attained by causing each one to know personally what should be
striven for and how undesirable and inimical personal conditions
may be avoided or got rid of. Croydon has in past years been
noteworthy for the number of parents’ conferences, health talks,
&c., which have been held with this object in view. The recom-
mendations of the National Insurance Act for the institution of
series of health lectures had thus been anticipated to some extent
in the Borough. During the past year it was felt that what had
previously been done in this respect could with advantage be
extended, and 1 therefore arranged a series of health lectures,
which have been delivered by the medical staff and the health
visitors during the winter 1914-15. The lectures were extremely
well attended, and were in every respect successful; quite a con-
siderable number of children were brought for special examination
by the parents in direct consequence of several of the lectures.
The cost of the lectures was borne partly by the Sanitary Com-
mittee and partly by the Insurance Committee. —The meetings
were arranged so as to tap the whole borough, and were held in
various schools for the use of which we are indebted to the Educa-
tion Committee. A list of the lectures, with the dates upon which
they were held, is given on page 169 of the School Medical
Report.



TABLE 1.

For whole District, for Calendar Year 1914,

g . ToTAL TRANSFER- | NETT DEATHS BELONGING
=8 BIrTHS. DEATHS |ABLE DEATHS TO THE DISTRICT.
-;—f.':-- REG. IN THE=——s= == o — i
£ < | Distier. |22 185 |Underd Vear| Acall Ages.
o T Nett | BEg|EE gl — —

Year. 5 % o = . ' ;. 2 E:'E..—": %_ﬁé ;|65 = .
22 |B2l 8. | E |y |338[8E8| 2 |58 £ | 2
B2 (82| 2|y |2 | FPe | 3 (38a] 2 | &
it o el Yo | = |52 | & B | %

1 2 0 g N e e T o T e R
1906. 151,011 | 3886 95-7 | 2085 | 13:8 | 160 94 485 | 125 | 2019 | 13+4
1907. 154,342 | 3967 257 1953 | 12-5 | 149 97 371 94 | 1901 | 123
1908, 167,698 | 4017 25-5 | 2053 l 13-0 | 187 | 105 308 80 | 2021 | 128
1909. 161,078 | 3938 24-4| 1974 | 12-3 | 165 70 313 79 | 1879 | 117

|
1910. 166,884 | 3810 22- | 1817 | 10:9| 145 | 111 331 87 | 1783 | 10+7
1911. 170,451 | 3760 | 3748 | 22-0| 2069 | 12-1| 177 | 130 305 | 105 | 2022 | 119
1912, | 174,257 | 3861 | 3859 | 22-1| 1934 | 111|200 | 159 | 297 | 1893 | 108
1913, 178,094 | 3890 | 8895 | 21-8| 2110 | 11'8 | 204 | 190 366 94 | 2096 | 117
1914. 181,956 | 4027 | 4007 | 22°0 | 2041 | 112 234 | 177 1 319 79 | 1984 | 109

* Rates calculated per 1,000 of estimated population.

Cemsus, 1911.

Total population at all ages, 169,551,
Number of inhabited houses, 34,363.

Average number of persons per house, 4°9.
Area of District in acres (exclusive of area covered by water), 9,012
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TABLE IV.

County Bovough of Crovdon—Whole Borvough.
INFANT MORTALITY.

1914, Nett Deaths from siated Causes at various Ages under One Year ol Are.
CAUSES OF DEATH, ~ 1S ls 13 0B R I RBIELE =
s |E|EBE|E |23} E |2 | = | % |52
Bl leslxslde™l nolele| s lés
— =1 o 1 - o o (= et
All Causes.
Certified e T8 |29 | 15 | 16 QP27 66 | 74 | 26 | 26 [319
Unl.frl.‘iﬁed FTT] [TT1] anw T e e s i Baw T ans maw
S'I'_I.'IH.H-IJGI. 1] T - wan ol S oy ann sas aEs e e Fae Wi
Chicken-pox ... o ™ w1 | B SR i i TR 1 1
hll E‘ﬂﬁ-lfs san e T W ELEY i waw wmw mnw hn l 1 ?
sl:ﬂr]ﬂt Ft\'tl‘ an TT1] "TT LR Baw CEE] EEE Lg T e nEm maw wwa wea
Whooping Cough ... o N ETTR T 1 1 1 & | 3 |12
[iiph[heria and Cﬂ:l:.p - PRE i i el P e o e
Erysipelas i S . aws) | wus o e o B M an i 1 B
Tuberculous Meningitis . e |SPR P ER PPITR (ET PR a 1 1
Abdominal Tuberculosis s 1 1
Other T'uberculous Diseases ... e 1 1 1 8
Meningitis (not Tuberculous) .. 3 1 1 5
Convulsions ... T o — | 11 3 1 16 i1 2 ] 2 28
Laryngitis . = Erl 1
Bronchitis s il 1 3 1 5 4 5 8 |17
Pneumonia (all fmms} i SaT) ) RO TR (SRR SRR | e 7 |14 5 4 |30
Diaﬂhmﬂ. e e ELL] - LLL 1 aEa " 1 d 2 am '?
Enteritis = i e g da Ta 2 1 ] 6 14 11 2 26
Gastritig = e = CEFIE| [ [t [ 1 1 B 1 S 5
Svphilis e S ; 1 . 1
Rickets .. e i el N kg e 5 1 1
Sufm-:alm:n n'lﬂ:rlylng S (18 I8 e 1].. 2 2 I 7
Injury at birth .. B | B RN AT DR RS R
Atelectasis ik e (18 d | .. R 5 " ) 29
Congenital Mallormations ... .. | & 3 1 |- 9 E-11 1 2 116
Premature Birth .o« | BS B 1 4 | 46 b 1 P
Atrophy, Debility, and Marasmus ... | 7 3 1 ‘ 6 11T 1318 |7 1 1 | 49
Other causes 1 3 4 2 1 4 4 14

|
7 |22 [156 | 15 127 |68 |74 | 26 | 26

‘m

legitMnate, 3819,
Nett Births in the year Nett Deaths in the year of

illegitimate, 208,

legitimate infants, 287,

illegitimate infants, 32
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TABLE IV.
County Borough of Croydon—North Ward.
INFANT MORTALITY.

Causes at various Ages under One Year of Age.

4 T
© g ; 3 ; w =
18 =il lgl32l21414]% |2
CAUSFS OF DEATH. "1 313 {21283 | B|E|E& |t
s | |B B |25)=2 |22 | 5 |88
B & = r 2" n | e o = REs
e - o " 2 = e W o =
All Causes. | l
Certified = s 11 1 8 g |18 8 |18 3 8 | 45
Uﬂﬂcl‘liﬁ!‘d LR - ama mEw mEw mEw maw
Hlnil]l-pﬂx aaE T ' sas - e T awa e
L'hili:kﬂ'l.-pﬁl "TL] EE (L L] LR T raw LR Tuw
Measles o zl 1
Scarlet Fever ... el ani = o :
.*!‘r hﬂUPi'ﬂg {:'U“Eh T (Ll L - - i 2 3
Diphtheria and Croup ap= s i
Er}’EiP-E]HE e e wEw maw e o
Tuberculous Meningitis g
Abdominal Tuberculosis Ee
Other 'T'uberculous Diseases ...
Meningitis (mot Tiderenlons) ... | L
Convulsions . S Fo 1 i i 1 o 1 2
Lﬂr}"ngilis T awm T - EaE e 5B - o Tum o e e
Bronchitis e - 3 & 1 1 2 2 : 1 ]
Pneumonia (all forms) “ gl 2 1 3
l}lﬁrl hﬂﬂ-l wEE waw e - saa L 1 s l
E”'I.El'ltis e aEw - s - ¥ 2 ﬂ 4
Gastritis s i e 1 1 1 = 2
Syphilis =2 o e Al i g =
R{Ekttg LT TT] Ty 11} e L) LT BEa nam ma
Suffocation, overlying. . R B || B Y BT 1
Injury at birth ... b = O | | AN |
Alelectasis 4 & e 4 8 6
Congenital Malformations ... . IS O [ 1 . 1 o 2
Premature Birth o A - ) = 1 6 2 .. o G B
Atrophy, Debility, and Marasmus 1 L 1 3 2 (Y - 7
Onther causes ... -
11 1 | 3 3 ]18 8 |13 3 3 |45
4 . _ legitimate, T46. A legitimate infants, 48
Nett Births in the year{ Nett Deaths in the year of
illegitimate, 66. illegitimate infants, 2,
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TABLE IV.—Confinued.
County Bovough of Croydon— East Ward.

INFANT MORTALITY.
1914. Nett Deaths from stated causes at various Ages under One Year of Age.

o
= . 5=
L 5 v : d -
CAUSES OF DEATH. = $14]4]:3= ﬂ.é Z ?E. : |28
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Uther Tuberculous Diseases ... . 1 1
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Enteritis e X : - 2 . 3 1 1
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Otlrer causes ... - T i o
11 3 1 1 16 3 i 4 2 |82

legitimate, 446. legitimate infants 28,
Nett Hirths in the }'E‘ﬂl"\

Nett Deaths in the year of
illegitimate, 22.

illegitimate infants, 4,
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TABLE 1IV.—Contfinued. .
County Borough of Croydon— South Norwoeod.
INFANT MORTALITY.

1914. Nett Deaths from stated causes at various Ages under One Year of Age.

F | K
s ; ] & 14 | 413
CAUSES OF DEATH. B 14| $1341 2 2| 5|5 |58
LEl L ™
F|B|BE[®B)e=]=|=|=|7 |35
5oLt gl el 2Rt LS
All Causes. | '
Certified ... R s o e | 10 4 3 1 ]18 6 |10 4 | 4 | 42
Uncertified ] | o e k | £
Small-pox ... ~ ol el i e
ChiCkED'P'DI ams wue e LLL] T - wew e * T
Measles... el 4EE = B T = o S N = v
Scarlet Fever ., . ; o [ SER (R A
whwping Cﬂllgh LR} e tm- LEE ] = maw e mEw - 1 1
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Erysipelas
Tuberculons Meningitis s o 1 1
.ﬁhdﬂmiﬂﬂ.l TuthﬂulmiE " aE wan aam - “ sdn . A
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Meningitis (mo¢ 7wbercaedons) ... s T e I e R
Convulsions ... . 3 : - I R el 1 4
Laryngitis ... =3 L el | L] peyet
Bronchitis el S . i 1
Pueumonia (all forms) 2 1 3
Diarrhoea o 2 1 1 | I 0 2
Enteritis e = 1 1 1 3 2 T
Gastritis e 0 .
Syphilis : .
Rickets -
Suffecation, overlying
Injury at Birth 5 h. 2
Atelectasis ... ois] 3 1 3 1 4
Congenital Malformations ... : R 1 1
Premature Birth 8 l 3 o et B 4
Atrophy, Diebility and Marasmus 2 1 | 1 4 1 e : T
Other causes ... 7 1 | 2 ! J 3 1 1 2 7
i (R T S TR B T [T
. g legitimate, 608 legitimate infants 36,
Nett liirths in the ;.'ca:{ Nett Leaths in the yearof :
illegitimate, 2J. illegitimate infants, 6.
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IABLE IV.—Continued.
County Borough of Crovdon—Upper Norwood.

INFANT MORTALITY.
1914. Nett Deaths from stated causes at various Ages under One Year of Age.
. .3
=
g b : u g | 2 g -::t
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i B | leglasls |8 5= |3k
AR SR S e
pe=] & e U e e | ™ & o =
All Causes.
Certified ... S L | S : [ |t 3 2 5 10
Uncertified .. =
|
Small-pox t FEORRN B O [ e
Chicken-pox ; LS R
Measles... AL B el ol e LA (0 R et s
Scarlet Fever ... = ey | 2 -
Whooping Cough ... | oee 1 1
Diphtheriaand Croup.,., | g
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. : legitimate, 104, legitimate infants 8,
Nett Births in the year Nett Deaths in the year of

illegitimate, 85. illegitimate infants, 2.



TABLE 1IV.

(S

Continued.

County Borough of Croydon—Thornton Heath.
INFANT MORTALITY.

1914. Nett Deaths from stated

Causes at varions Ages under One Year ol Age.

- | e
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Two houses were re

unfit for

84

presented in 1914 to the Council as being
human habitation and Closing Orders were made. One

house was demolished and the case of the other was still in hand

at the end of the vear.

HOUSE-TO-HOUSE INSPECTIONS, 1914.
Number of Living Rooms and Rent per House.

RENT PER WEEK.
ER.;% :3: =T | | Total.
y : i - and 6/- and Ti- and 8- and 0f- and
Yot | 616, 706, 86, | oM. 10/-
2 7 23 i} — 1 -— — _ a7
3 2 17 44 9 25 2 2 - 101
4 — 55 120 170 86 21 4 2 458
5 e 3 48 313 445 173 144 a2 1158
6 —_— 1 2a- T8 350 435 169 143 1199
d — - e — 14 35 41 52 142
8 s s — B — - 9 11 13
Totals 9 9 | %1 | & | 931 | 666 | 863 | 200 | s10n
TENEMENTS.
Ho. of - x 2 5 5 5 .

Eugm_ U- & 6. | 3/- &316.| 4l- & 4J6. | 5/- & 506. | 6/ & 6/6. | T & Ti6. |8/ & 8/6.| Total.

1 68 2 = L i — -— 70

] 52 133 60 B -—_ —_ 1 251

3 2 =28 155 HE 8 | 1 341

4 2 4 23 25 1 = 55

5 — — — 6 = = - 6

Totals 124 227 238 122 9 1 2 T23

FACTORY AND WORKSHOP ACT.

Section 132 of

vides :(—

* The Medical Officer of Health of every District Council
shall, in his Annual Report to them, report specifically on
the administration of this Act in workhops and work-
places, and he shall send a copy of his Annual Report, or

so much of it as deals with this subject, to the Secretary
of State.”’

the Factory and Workshop Act, 1901, pro-
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FOOD AND DRUGS ACTS.

Table XI. gives the number of samples taken by the Inspector
under the Acts during the year, the results of the analyses and the
action taken thereon.

PROSECUTIONS, 1914.

P]::;:f:. Defendant. Charge. Result. Penalty. Costs.
191* £ 'l dl £ " di‘
Mar. 22 | C. W. ...| Selling Milk adulterated with 15
per cent. of additional water ... Convicted —_ 010 6
o 32| E.G ...| Selling Milk adulterated with 3 per
cent. of additional water and be-
ing 20 per cent. deficient of its fat i 0l 0| 016 0
April & | A, F. .| Selling Milk (Separated) contain-
ing T per cent. of additional water " f10 0| 018 0
»w 10 | C. C. ...| Selling Milk adulterated with 5
per cent. of additional water ... o 2 0 0| 8 7T 0
»w 406 | E, C. .. | Selling Milk being 15 per cent.
deficient of its fat = " 10 0| 017 ©

»» 26| F.C.Q, ...| Selling Milk adulterated with 3
})er cent. of additional water and
£

eing 8 per cent. deficient of its '
I'al..% p{ aad i )l IR 1 017 O

June 12 | F. S. ...| Seliing Milk adulterated with 11

r cent. ot additional water and
[:ing 12 per cent. deficient of i
it fat ... " 2 0 0| 018_0

Sept. 18 | W, S. .-«| Selling Butter adulterated with Eﬂ
per cent. EHH.‘I}_‘I:I ;[ S i o 2 0 0 1 1 0

Nov. 9 (7.8 «+| Selling Milk adulterated with 3
per cent. of additional water ... i -— 1 3 6

Nov. 9| ]. 8. ...| Selling Milk adulterated with 8
per cent. of additional water ... " — 016 0

e, 1 1LT,8 ".ii| Selling Milk adulterated with 11
per cent. of additional water ... ’ 4 0 0| 8 9 6

T RS .| Selling Milk adulterated with T
per cent. of additional water ... %1 4 0 0 1 0 0

w 1|].8. ...| Selling Milk adulterated with 5
per cent. of additional water ... . 4 00| 1 0 O

T (o o] Selling Milk adulterated with 6
per cent. of additional water ... » £ 0 0|1 0.0

Total .. 25 0 0] 17°18 6
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During the year 234 samples of milk (215 new and 19 skimmed
or separated) were taken. In 36 cases (32 new and 4 skimmed or
separated) samples were below the standard suggested by the
Board of Agriculture.

Proceedings were instituted in respect of 13 of these samples,
and fines and costs were imposed on the vendors to the extent of
£39 12s. 6d. Of the other 23 samples, 20 of the vendors were
cautioned as the samples were only slightly below the suggested
standard, the remaining three samples being informal or test
samples.

Twenty-two samples of cream were submitted for analysis
during the year, three of which proved to be not genuine. The
vendors were written to as required by Art. VI. of Part II. of the
Milk and Cream Regulations, and the explanations were deemed
satisfactory.

188 test or informal samples of butter were taken during the
year, of which 19 proved to be not genuine, 10 on account of their
containing over 0.5 per cent. of boric acid. In eight cases subse-
quent official samples were taken, of which seven proved genuine
and one adulterated.

During the year 66 samples of other articles were taken, which
all proved to be genuine.

The test samples were purchased in small quantities with
other articles by women, generally during the busy periods in the
evening.

MILK AND CREAM REGULATIONS, 1912,

The following is a copy of the Report sent to the Local Govern-
ment Board under the above-mentioned Regulations, viz. :

REPORT OF ADMINISTRATION IN CONNECTION WITH
THE PUBLIC HEALTH (MILK AND CREAM)
REGULATIONS, 191z.

REPORT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31ST DECEMEER, 1914.

1. Milk; and Cream not sold as Preserved Cream.

s} (b
Number of samples examined for | Number in which a preservative
the presence of m preservative. was reported to be present.
MILK 234 Nl
CREAM 13 Three.

1. 031 per cent.of Boric acid.
Vendor cautioned.

| 2. 0-2 per cent. of Boric acid.
Vendor caulioned.

3. 048 per cent, of Boric acid.
endor cautioned,
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Section F.—TUBERCULOSIS SCHEME.

During the year 1914 the general arrangements under the
Tuberculosis Scheme have remained as in the previous year. The
Dispensary has acted as a focus of the work and the institutional
accommodation has consisted of beds in sanatoria obtained as re-
quired and beds in the Borough Hospital. The treatment and
general work consists therefore of dispensary, sanatoria and
hospital treatment for all cases requiring supervision by the Public
Health authority and of domiciliary treatment for insured persons,
this latter being only available as a specific mode of dealing with
tuberculosis under the National Insurance Act, 1911, which pro-
vides, of course, for the attendance of a panel practitioner under
the provisions of the Act. The provision of extra nourishment—a
most important adjunct to the treatment of tuberculosis—is pro-
vided for to a certain limited extent by the local authority for non-
insured persons this being parallel with the provision of extra
nourishment provided for by the legislature under the National
Insurance Act.

The number of beds available at the Borough Hospital for the
treatment of phthisis is 17 (12 in Ward K. and 5 shelters). Six
of the ward beds are reserved for females and the remaining 6 beds
and 5 shelters are occupied by male patients. The sanatoria to
which patients were sent were as follows, viz. :—

Brompton Hospital.

City Road Hospital, London.

Clare Hall Sanatorium, South Mimms.
Crooksbury Sanatorium, Surrey.

Frimley Sanatorium.

Great Baddow Encampment, near Chelmsford.

Ide Hill Sanatorium, Surrey.

King Edward VII. Sanatorium, Midhurst.

Lord Mayor Treloar's Cripples Home, Alton.
Merivale Sanatorium, near Chelmsford.

National Children’s Home and Sanatorium, Harpenden.
National Sanatorium, Benenden.

Royal National Hospital for Consumption, Ventnor.
Roval Sea Bathing Hospital, Margate.

St. Catherine's Home, Ventnor.

General Remarks.—The vear 1914 is the first year in
which the Tuberculosis Dispensary has been in full working order
throughout.  The statistics relating thereto are therefore not
strictly comparable with those published for 1913. The work has
increased greatly in all directions, notably so in the provision of
institutional and dispensary treatment for uninsured persons, 377
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such persons having been seen in the year and 198 given active
treatment. The majority of these were children and, since the
problems of tuberculosis in children are of vital importance, the
statistics relating to children have been separated out from the
general mass and appear in detail in Tables T 4, T 15. It
is as yet too early to express any definite opinion on the results
of treatment, but as far as it is possible to judge, the proportion of
return of a reasonable degree of working capacity amongst those
treated has been satisfactorily high, and the Tables (Nos. T g,
T 10, T. 13) setting forth the further progress of persons treated
in 1913 shew that a large number have been able to remain at work
throughout the year.

In estimating progress and results of treatment ability for
work has been regarded as the main criterion since amongst the
class of persons dealt with it is most important that they should be
restored, as far as possible, to an earning capacity. The work
done naturally varies considerably, but every effort is made to
secure healthy occupations, and in a large number of cases occupa-
tions unsuitable for tuberculous persons have been given up and a
comparatively open-air life adopted.

A chief aim of the Dispensary has been to keep in touch with
all persons who have come in contact with it. After a patient
returns from a sanatorium or hospital he or she is urged to attend
regularly at the ,Dispensary for supervision, however apparently
cured they may be. Every method possible (visits from the health
visitors or the Medical Officer; personal letters from the Medical
Officer, &c.) is used to ensure that every known tuberculous person
in the Borough who has been seen by the Medical Officer is there-
after given every opportunity to receive advice and treatment
whenever such is required, and that at all times a general super-
vision is exercised over those who have received treatment and
have returned to work. In spite of obvious difficulties in carrying
out this idea it has in the majority of cases been successfully
attained, and it is satisfactory to record that, with but few excep-
tions, old patients return to the Dispensary for advice in the
regulation of their habits of life. A large number of persons have
been seen as ‘‘ contacts '’ (vide table T 5). Many of these have
proved suspicious, and they, together with similar doubtful cases
seen apart from contact work, have been kept under careful super-
vision. They report themselves every few months for re-examina-
tion so long as any suspicion of tuberculosis remains, and in this
way there is no doubt that many cases are detected in the earliest
and most hopeful stage, and much useful advice can be given to
prevent those persons peculiarly susceptible to tuberculosis from
developing the disease.
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General Survey of Cases dealt with through the Dispensary

and work done in connection with them.
TABLE T. 2.

Table showing origin of Cases seen at the Dispensary for the first
time in 1914.

Cause of person attending | _ SR e = ST,
Dispensary. ; : . . ' Grand
Men. Women|Child'n| Total. | Men. |Women|Chiln'n| Total. | Total,
(1) Referved by local doctors !
or hospital for diag
NOSES, Ireaiment or
advice 153 | 70 | 223 | 25 50 go 125 | 348
(2) Ditto ditto by School
Medical Officers 4 2 68 70 70
(3) Lo ditte from other,
chiefly charitable,
SOMYCES ... A 6 16 8 30 23 Gl 77
(4) Seem as ** Comtacts™ ... 4 3 7 2 21 98 121 128
167 | 79 246 | 35 | 103 | 239 377 | 623

* Including 2 men treated by arrangement with the Surrey County Council.
t This includes dependents of insured persons.

This table shows the total number of new cases seen at the
Dispensary in 1914 and the reason why each case was examined.

It will be noted that the majority of cases were referred to the
Dispensary either by their private doctor or, in the case of children,
by the School Medical Officers. A certain number of cases are
reported by charitable agencies, but before these are seen enquiry
is always made as to whether a doctor is in attendance, and if so
his consent is obtained before the case is seen. The remainder
consist of ‘* contacts,”’ of which further details are given in Table
T 5. The majority of these contacts are not receiving any
medical attention, but wherever this is not the case the doctor
ordinarily concerned with the case is first consulted. In this way
the Dispensary works in complete harmony and co-operation with
the local practitioners, and a continually increasing number of
persons are sent by local doctors to the Medical Officer for diag-
nosis, treatment, or advice.
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TABLE T. 3.
Table showing the way in which new cases were dealt with
in 1914,
Insured. Uninsured.
o AT | : Grand
Men. [Women Child'n| Total. | Men. (Women Child 'n| Total. | Total,
(1) Diagnosed as tubercu- |
louis : |
(@) Treated through the | '
Dispensary | O | 45 146 | 24 55 119 | 198 | 344
(&) Treated elsewhere... 4 1| 5 7 a1 7 25 30
(2) Diagmeosis nor settied— I .
Kept under observa- | .
tHon e 5 5 10 L] 8 23 32 42
1 :
(3) Diagnesed not tubercu-
ArgksiEatalla S B 85! 3| 20 | oo 122] 207
623

In this table the 623 new cases seen in 1914 are analysed accord-
ing to the result of their examination by the Medical Officer. A con-
siderable proportion (207) were diagnosed as not tuberculous.
These persons, however, were not lost sight of entirely, and were
specially urged to return to the Dispensary for further examination
if their future progress was not satisfactory. The majority
willingly agreed to avail themselves of the opportunity for renewed
examination if necessary. In 42 cases the diagnosis was unsettled
at the end of the year, and the individuals were remaining under
regular observation from the Dispensary. The remainder, 374
cases, were found to be definitely tuberculous, and, with the excep-
tion of 30 cases, were treated through the agency of the Dispen-
sary. The 30 cases not so treated were either leaving the borough
or preferred to make their own arrangements, being able to afford
to do so.

TABLE T. 4.

Analysis of Children (under 16) examined for the first time at the
Dispensary in 1914,

Diagnosed Tubercnlons.
Total cases | — - .| Eeptunder |Diagnosed not
examined. N oan- obeervation. | Tuberculons.
Paolmonar¥ | nnlmonary.
Beys 116 13 46 4 43
Girls 123 23 44 a9 47
Tedals 239 36 90 23 9o



















113
RESULTS OF TREATMENT :

It is as yet too early to make other than general statements
as to the results obtained by treatment, whether at Sanatoria,
Hospital, or Dispensary alone. Tuberculosis is so persistent a
disease, and the danger of relapse so great, that at least three or
four years must elapse before the actual permanent results of
treatment can be ascertained. In the following tables, however,
an attempt is made to show at least the immediate results of
treatment, and succeeding vears will prove whether these results
are merely temporary or not.

In considering these tables the following points must be kept
in mind :—

(1) Cases treated in Sanatoria are chosen for such treatment
as being either in an early and presumably favourable stage of the
disease, or because previous experience has shown that such treat-
ment is the best for a particular case. Hence the after-results of
sanatorium treatment ought to be good, as the cases are specially
selected on account of their favourable outlook. It must be
remembered, however, that the social conditions of the patient
on his return from the sanatorium may often destroy much of the
good that has been done, and relapse is frequently due not to
mnefficient treatment, but to bad home conditions as regards
housing, food and work. These difficulties are present in regard
to all forms of treatment, and vitiate any accurate estimate of
results. As far as possible the Dispensary endeavours, by con-
stant supervision of the patient and his home, provision of
additional nourishment, advice as to work, &c., to diminish these
factors antagonistic to successful treatment, and to a large degree
succeeds, but their presence must never be forgotten.

(2) Cases treated at the Borough Hospital are usually either
advanced or chronic in type, and actual arrest of the disease is
rarely possible. Persons sent to Sanatoria are usually well enough
to be out of bed, whereas those admitted to the Borough Hospital
for the most part require prolonged treatment in bed. The five
shelters for male patients, however, are used to a considerable
extent for patients who have had a slight temporary relapse and
require a short additional period of institutional treatment. The
results of treatment at the Borough Hospital must therefore be
judged from a different standpoint from those at Sanatoria, and
the proportion of good results can never be high.
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TABLET. 11.

Table showing Results of Treatment in Perscns discharged from
Sanatoria during 1913.

Condition on Discharge. Condition on December 31st, 1914,
M. W. ¢ T M W. 0 TL
(At work or school ... 27 18 19 &4
Ditto after a%ditmal‘ .
. treatment at Borou
(i.) F;,t hi:gl work or 3 28 19 75 | Hoswitel Ll ndindy
ﬂ RS
e Fit for work ... 2 b — 7
Deceased 1l — — 1
\ 74
At work TN R S
Further improvement — 5 2 7
Ditto after re-admis-
sion to Sanatorium
and treatment at
Borough Hospital ..., — 1 — 1
3 | Puostatu gwo ;. . o= 8 1 &
(ii.) Improved ~ 0 13 3 2, Re-admitted to San. — 1 — {4
Admitted to Borough
Hospital e |
Relapsed v 3 1 — B
Deceased, after treat-
ment at Borough
Hospital e 1 — — 1
21
(Much improved e 1 — — 1
(iil.) In statu quo ... 1 1 — 2 | Deceased e e — 1 — A4
L 2
rMuck improved .. 1 — — 14
In statu quo ... o — 1 — 4
(iv.) Worse ... .. 1 8 1 g. Deceased e e o— — 1 14
Left Croydon e = 1 — 1
\ i

NoTE.—This table does not include 5 persons (men) who had less than
one month’s treatment. Two of these dﬂd shortly a}t«ar admission; one
died shortly after he had discharged himself from the Sanatorium. One
man was in poor health on December 31st, 1914, and one was fit for work.
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TABLE T 13.
Table showing Results of Treatment amongst Children, 1914.
A.—Cases of Pulmonary Tuberculosis:
(1) Cases sent to and discharged from Sanatoria during 1914—

Condition on Discharge. Condition on December 31st, 1914

BOYS, GIRLS. TL BOYS. GIRLS, TL.
Good .., TP R SR -

Good ... 2 3 5 Further improvement 1 — 1
Improved 3 — 2 Instatu quo ... 1 — 1
Worse ... e — 1 1 Deceased vy — 1 1
8 8
(2) Cases treated at Dispensary only—

Condition when first seen. Condition on December 31st, 1914,

BOYS, GIRLS. TL, BOYS, GIRLS, TL.

Good ... 3 1 4 Good ... 2 6 =&
Fair 4 6 10 Improved e & 8 10
Poor .., o =— B 5 Worse ... 1 — I
19 19

B.—Cases of Non-Pulmonary Tuberculosis
(1) Cases sent to and discharged from Sanatoria during 1914—

Condition on Discharge. Condition on December 31st, 1914.

BOYS. GIRLS TL. BOYS, GIRLS. TL

Good ... e & W 183 Good .., 3 10 13
Improved e = 1 I Further improvement — 1 1
14 14

(2) Cases treated at Dispensary only—

Condition when first seen. Condition on December 31st, 1914.
BOYS. GIRLS, TL. BOYS, GIRLS, T%.

Good ... a8 8 4 Geed AN | L O |
Fair ... OB 23 61 Improved - 24 12 36
FOOF: 5 s we i 8 & Fotp i = 3 2
69 69

NoTe.—At the end of the year 13 children were receiving treatment in
Sanatoria and all were doing well.

The results of treatment of children under 16 years of age:
are analysed in this table. All these cases were treated only during
1914, and they are classified according to the type of disease (pul-
monary or non-pulmonary) and the treatment given, whether at
Sanatoria or at the Dispensary alone. No tuberculous children
are treated in the Borough Hospital.
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Section G.—WORK OF THE BOROUGH HOSPITAL.

The total nominal accommodation at the Borough Hospital is
170 beds.

The following table shows the highest and lowest number of
beds occupied on any one night during each month of the year 1914.

TABLE H. 1.
Month. S S Month. B i )
Highest. Lowest. Highest. Lowest,
January ..| 195 169 T A R 69
February | s 167 August .. ..| 8¢ | 47
March .. .. 181 164 | September .| 188 62
Apnl ,, 5% 161 123 i October o 174 140
Ry ¢ e [ o Aliseiaiier < 1 149
June .. A 95 81 Decembier o 151 J| 117

During 1914 the average daily number of cases under treat-
ment amounted to 128.05, as compared with 125.5 in the previous
year.

The following table gives the total number admitted from the
Borough and other Districts during the year 1914.

TABLE H. n.

Remainin Admitted | Discharged . Diied Eemain iu?
Diistrices. at end o during duning during at end o
1913 1914. 1914. 1914 | 1914.
*The Cioydon Union,
cates admitted from
FPenge .. P ; — —_ —_— — —
Penge Urban D.C., non-
pauper cases .. - 21 13 28 0 5
The Borough of Croydon 184 1934 956 a6 127
|
Total ol 205 847 984 86 132

*In the above table cases included under the Croydon Union are only
those pauper patients who have contracted the disease in Penge. Patients
resident in the Infirmary or Workhouse who become infected whilst residents
in these Institutions are reckoned as Croydon cases.

+ Includes 3 admissions of the Staff suffering from, scarlet fever (2), and
enterie fever (1).
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MAINTENANCE OF BUILDINGS.

During the past year alterations have been carried out to *‘F”’
Ward, whereby the accommodation has been increased from 6 beds
to 11 beds, and supplementary heating installed by means of steam-
heated radiators on the atmospheric principle, the first block to be
dealt with in this manner. Electric light has also been installed.

Consequent upon the shrinkage of the clay soil, cracks have
taken place in portions of the walls and floors of ** F,”” Mortuary
and Laundry Blocks, necessitating the underpinning of the
foundations.

A petrol store has been constructed near the laundry.

The whole of the approach road has been reconstructed with
tar-clinker macadam.

The following painting. etc., works have been carried out :—

Administrative Block, new wing, internal painting, etc.;
bedrooms, bathrooms and corridors, nurses’ and sisters’
sitting rooms and laboratory.

Do. do. old wing, doctor’s dining room, a few bedrooms
and servants’ hall.

Lodge, internal painting to porter’s rooms.

i« Cb "’ Block—A new lavatory basin has been fitted in the
lobby between the wards.

The water mains have been coupled up near the laundry for
fire extinguishing purposes.
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DIPHTHERIA.

During 1914 5,644 specimens were examined in the Labora-
tory. .

Of these 1,482 were primary examinations for diagnostic pur-
poses; the remaining were from contacts who had been exposed to
diphtheria or from the throat and nose of convalescents. The
latter were examined so as to ascertain if the bacillus of diphtheria
was absent from the nose and throat. In some cases many
examinations extending over several weeks were required before
it was found to have disappeared.

Every case of Scarlet Fever was also examined bacterio-
logically for the diphtheria bacillus, and patients giving a positive
result were at once isolated to prevent the introduction of diph-
theria in a scarlet fever ward.

Many specimens from cases of sore throat or nasal discharge
occurring in children attending elementary schools were also
examined.

RESULTS OF EXAMINATIONS FOR DIPHTHERIA.

Swabs sent in b
Swabs sent inby | yfedieal Officer of

Bwabs from Practitioners, Health and Henlth Total

patients in Visitors. nnmber

| t e | of swabs

Hospital. | examined

= — | Tolal-§ =+ —  |'Tobnl:
Janoary ... .| 543 18 | 219 | 287| 9 | 219 | 228 ] 1008
February ... 237 17 133 150 2] 162 170 6537
March .. .. 878 12 | 183 |.145] 1 | 1| 142] 660
April s o 168 5 151 | 156 1 55 ab 380
May e 183 10 125 | 139 1 91 g2 414
June ... | 152 a | 15| ns| s | 64| eo| 360
Tuly A 1 105 | 106 — | 82 52 340
August - i | s 98 (= | sy ¢ | o8| agv] 18
i
September ] 167 6 82 88 8 152 | 160 415
|

October ... = 245 — 114 114 == NN 155 614
November it 1=6 — 109 109 - g8 | 98 303
December 154 — 102 102 — i3 45 301
* Total I ores | 72 | 1410 |'1482 | 37 | 1387 | 1874 | 5644
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TUBERCULOSIS.

The number of specimens examined during the year amounted
to 698, of which 72 were from patients already in the Hospital.
Out of the tetal number 196 were found to contain the tubercle

bacillus.

The following table shows the number of specimens examiner|
for the bacillus tuberculosis during 1914.

RESULTS OF EXAMINATIONS FOR TUBERCULOSIS.

1814.

January
February
March
April

May

June

July
August ...
September
October
November

Diecember

First Quarte:
Sevond
Third o

Fourth ,

Total

e s g gl B
All All All
Examinatisrs. | Examinations. | Examinatione.
+ | — [Towall + | — [Towal] + | — [Total
14 |62 | 78] 5| — | 6119 | 64 | 83
15 | 53 | GB 6| — 6121|5855 | T4
15 | 69 | 74 5| — o120 (59|79
65|61 |66] 3 1 4] B|62| 70
12 | 46 | 58 2 4 6114 | 50 | 64
12 |36 (48] 6| — 6]18 | 36 | 54
10 | 31 | 41 § 11 1012] 21|82, 68
19 | 26 | 46 T|— T126 | 26| 52
12 | 28 | 40 2| — 9114 | 28 | 42
9 | 37 | 46 4 B|12]113| 45 | 68
gl |81l —|—]— 9|22 |31
8123 | 31 ] 2 7113 | 25| 38
44 (176 220§ 16 | — | 16 | €0 [176 [236
29 1143 (172 | 11 5|16 ] 40 ({148 (183
41 | 85 (126 | 20 1|21 |61 | 86 [147
26 | 82 |108 g| 10|19 ]85 |92 (127
140 486 (626 | 56 | 16 | 72 [196 (502 |698

|




132

RINGWORM.

The number of specimens examined for the presence of this
parasite amounted to three, which all proved negative.  The
number of specimens examined at the laboratory is not so great as
formerly, the greater proportion being examined at the Town Hall.

MISCELLANEOUS EXAMINATIONS.

Various other bacteriological and microscopical examinations
were made during the year, viz. :
Urines : 35 for typhoid and other organisms.
Pathological specimens :
3 for Gonococcus.
1 pus for Tubercle.
3 for Pneumococcus.
1 for Streptococcus.
4 Anthrax.
1 Cancer cells.

PREPARATION OF MATERIAL.

In addition to the actual examination of specimens, much time
has been spent on preparing material for bacteriological works.
Suitable ** outfits *’ for the transmission of specimens to the labora-
tory in accordance with the requirements of the Postmaster-General
require careful preparation. 3,396 (2,571 Diphtheria, 723 Enteric,
102 Tuberculosis) of these ‘‘ outfits '’ were supplied during the
year for the use of the Public Health staff and the medical men of
the Borough. The making of serum culture media commenced in
1go6 for use in the laboratory has been continued this year. The
blood is obtained from the Public Slaughter House and prepared
for use by the senior laboratory attendant (Harold Ashby) under
the direction of the medical officers. 476 dozen tubes of blood
serum were prepared in 1914.

The material prepared in this way, if reckoned at the com-
mercial price, during 1914, i.e., 3s. 6d. per dozen tubes, would
have cost £83 6s. In this way a great saving is made in the
working expenses of the laboratory. In addition to the serum
media mentioned above, the following were prepared during the
year :—

6 litres of peptone broth.

2 litres of agar agar.

2 litres of McConkey's bile salt medium.
gqoo cc. of litmus milk.

200 cc. of peptone water.

1 litre of McConkey's agar.

Also the following vaccines were prepared for use both in the

Hospital and for cases in the Borough :—
3 typhoid vaccines.
6 staphylococcic vaccines.
1 mixed (staphylococcus and streptococcus).

Total 10



Section 1.—REPORT ON SCHOOL MEDICAL WORK.

PusLic HEALTH DEPARTMENT,
Town Harr, CrovYDON.
LADIEs AND GENTLEMEN,

I have the honour of presenting the following report for the
year 1914 of the work carried out by the staff of the Public Health
Department, in connection with the Public Elementary Schools of
the Borough.

This is the eleventh annual report submitted to the Committee,
and the seventh furnished in accordance with the requirements of
the Board of Education.

The scope and arrangement of this report are in accordance
with the suggestions of Circular 596 of the Board of Education.

SCHOOLS.

Number of Schools and Accommodation.

On December 31st, 1914, there were within the Croydon area :

20 Provided Schools, including 54 departments, with
recognised accommodation for 21,091 children as
compared with 20,911 in 1913,

14 Non-Provided Schools, including 34 departments, with
accommodation for 5,538 children, as compared with

5,493 in 1913.

The total provision for Elementary School children in the
Borough therefore amounted to 34 schools, with 88 departments
and accommodation for 26,629 children, as compared with 26,404

in 1913.

The number of children on the register on December jist,
1914, was 25,613, as compared with 24,905 in 1913.

Changes in School Buildings and Accommaodation.

The changes in the school buildings and accommodation which
have taken place during the year are as follows, viz. :—
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Princess Road ... Boys ... 27 dual desks.
3 ¥ sl 0000 Legtdual deslks.
» v ... Infants ... 12 dual desks and 2

Kindergarten
tables and 6

chairs.
Upper Norwood ... Mixed ... 163 dual desks.

i i Infants ... 4 Kindergarten
tables and 14
chairs.

St. Andrew’s ... Infants ... 3 Kindergarten
tables and g
, ) chairs.
St- Joseph's ;.. ?L}Zﬁi;nd } 25 dual desks.
St. £ .o Mixed ¢
gl . Infants . | 74 dual desks.
St. Saviour’s ... Girls ... 26 dual desks.

It is of great importance to the well-being of school children
of an abnormal size that suitable adjustable seats and desks should
be provided for them. It is with special pleasure that I note there-
fore that we have fifteen special desks in use for school children
suffering from spinal curvature : there is no doubt, however, that
the number of special seats might with advantage be increased.

Hygienic Condition of School Buildings.

The School Medical Officers have inspected the school build-
ings throughout the year, and on this occasion it is more
particularly desired to emphasise the need for thorough and efficient
ventilation of the schools. The need for such recommendation
does not exist, of course, in all instances, but it arises at times both
in consequence of the neglect of attention to the existing means of
ventilation on the part of the teaching staff and also in some cases
from too great reliance upon semi-mechanical means of ventilation.
Too great emphasis cannot be laid upon the value of the open
window as a means of replacing used-up air in the class rooms.
It is unquestionably the most efficient and best means of ventilation
available in all cases, and the more nearly the school class room can
be made to approximate open air conditions the better will the
health of teachers and children be. Not at all infrequently on visits
to schools the atmosphere of the class rooms has been found to be
most oppressive upon entering. Such a condition always favours
illness whether it be amongst adults or amongst children. The
importance of a continuance of a supply of absolutely fresh air
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becomes thoroughly apparent when it is realised that in all hospitals
for the treatment of infectious disease the windows of the wards are
kept open continuously in spite of the fact that there are always
additional means of ventilation available. It is a recognised thing
that abundant air supply is one of the most important factors in
contributing towards rapid and complete recovery from the infec-
tious fevers. Such a supply of fresh air is unquestionably quite as
important a preventive measure as it is a curative one. It is, of
course, undeniable that in the colder weather of winter it is a
difficult matter to control the ventilation of the room and yet main-
tain it at a proper temperature. The tendency, however, is rather
in the wrong direction of sacrificing fresh air to heat. The system
of heating should be always such as to permit of the temperature
of the room being maintained in all its parts at a proper height
even though the windows are freely open.

Ventilation is equally important and is very often equally
disregarded in the cloak roems and lobbies of the schools.  The
need for this is especially noticeable in wet weather. The provision
ol heating apparatus for the drying of clothing is not sufficient to
effect the purpose alone; there must be a constant exchange of the
air of the cloak room to enable the moisture to be carried away.

With regard to sanitary conveniences the trough closet system
still exists in a considerable number of the schools. The Com-
mittee, however, I am pleased to say, have resolved during the
past year to replace all of these trough closets with modern pedestal
rim flushing closets. The hygienic advantages of the latter type
of closet are conceded generally now, and the change is of
additional importance in that the use of such modern conveniences
inculcates upon the children habits of personal cleanliness in a
manner which the older type of convenience does not do.

The following is a report of the sanitary work carried out
during the year 1914 :—
St. Mary's School, Wellesley Road.
Infants’ Department.
The sparge pipe to urinal has been repaired.
The rod eye of interceptor trap has been securely fixed.

Mired Department.

The drain near N.E. corner of Church has been cleaned out.

The level of yard has been adjusted and the surface paved, with
falls to yard gullies, so as to prevent the accumulation of surface
water.

Several rain-water pipes were cleaned out and repaired.
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St. Andrew's School, Church Road, Croydon.
Boys' Department,

The drain has been eleaned out and fushed.

Shirley School.
Mized Department.

Four modern W.C.'s have been constructed to replace old trough
closets, the drains being relaid to Inspection Chamber.

All the schools have been regularly inspected and found to be kept
in good general sanitary condition.

ORGANIZATICN AND CO-ORDINATION OF SCHOOL
AND OTHER PUBLIC HEALTH WORK.

In Croydon, as heretofore, the staff engaged in the school
medical work is part of the staff engaged in the general public
health work of the Borough. Experience is continually showing
the value of this close interweaving of the work.

Dr. ]J. Johnstone Jervis and Dr. W. N. W. Kennedy were the
two assistant medical officers specially concerned with school
medical work. Dr. Kennedy was appointed to the medical staff
of the Department in the month of July, and commenced his duties
in September. The increase in the Medical Staff was made neces-
sary by the growth of the work of the Department, occasioned by
the opening of the Infants' and Children’s Centre at 228, London
Road, and also by the contemplated extension of school medical
inspection to meet the requirements of the Board of Education.

As in previous years, Mr. Wray, the Ophthalmic Surgeon, has
been responsible for the examination and treatment of school
children suffering from diseases of the eyes or other defects of
vision. :

The Dental work amongst the children of the schools has been
undertaken throughout the year by Mr. A. Brearley Oddie, L.D.S.,
who devotes two half-days per week to this work. It was found,
however, that—even in the age group of 6-7 years—the number of
children requiring dental treatment was greater than could be over-
taken by one dentist in this limited time. The Committee therefore
decided to requisition the services of a second Dentist, and in
November Mr. Charles A. Lightfoot, L.D.S., was appointed on the
understanding that he also should give two half-days per week to
dental work.
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Also in consequence of the increase of work of the department,
the Committee appointed an additional Health Visitor. The total
number of Health Visitors on the staff at the end of the year was
therefore seven.

In connection with the medical inspection of school children,
Dr. Sandison, the Medical Officer to the Tuberculosis Dispensary,
examines all children suspected by the School Medical Officer of
suffering from tuberculosis in any of its forms. If definite signs of
this disease are found, arrangements are made for the children
affected to attend for treatment at the Tuberculosis Dispensary and
thereafter, until they are able again to resume their school life, they
remain under the supervision of the Medical Officer to the Dis-
pensary.

As in former years, the work of arranging for the holding of
medical inspections at the various schools in the Borough has been
very efficiently undertaken by the Chief Clerk of the Public Health
Department. In addition, the whole time of one clerk and the
part time of another, and also of one of the Inspectors, have been
devoted to duties in connection with the medical work in the
schools.

The work of the Health Visitors is set out in detail on page
165,

I have pleasure in putting on record the fact that the relation-
ship between the general education staff and the school medical
staff continues to be of the most harmonious description. The
work of the medical inspections is carried out without hitch, and
largely owing to the hearty co-operation of the teachers and school
attendance officers, with a high degree of efficiency.

The assistance rendered by the Attendance Officers is invalu-
able, and it has appeared to me desirable to give the following
account of these services, viz. :—

Measles, Mumps, Whooping-Cough, and Chicken Por.

The Attendance Officer visits families to investigate causes of
absence from school, and where illness is suspected to be of an infectious
nature the procedure is as follows, viz. :—

(a) When a medical man is in attendance and a diagnosis has been
made of measles, mumps, whooping-cough, or chicken pox, the Attend-
ance Officer is instructed to exclude verbally the child and contacts
without waiting for further confirmation by this Department. This
saves at least a day in the exclusion of the child or of contacts when
the latter is necessary, and greatly facilitates the work of the Depart-
ment in the prevention of infection. It also facilitates school attendance
when contacts may be allowed to go back to school. This exclusion is
officially confirmed by me later on Form B.
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(b) When a medical man s not in atiendance the Attendance
Officer is instructed not himself to exclude anyone, but to report on
Form A to me the nature of the illness. The case is then visited by the
Health Visitor (a fully qualified nurse), upon whose report, if confir
matory, the child is excluded by the despatch of Form B to the Head
Teacher.

Notifinble infectious discases and non-notifiable infections of
indefinite duration (e.g., ringworm, sore throat, impetigo, ete.)

In the case of these diseases similar procedure is adopted with the
modification that instead of Form B, in which a definite period of
exclusion is mentioned, Form E is sent off, in which the exelusion is
until a medical certificate of freedom of infection is forwarded. Also
during enquiries made (following upon the information which may be
obtained from the Attendance Officer), if notifiable disease is suspected
arrangements are made for a local practitioner to visit and a payment
of 2s. 6id. per visit is made, plus, of course, the notification fee in cases
where notification is made.

Npecial cases for examination.

Children who are absentees for a prolonged time are reported to
the Eduecation Committee by the Attendance Officer, and at the Com-
mittee’s request these cases are examined by one of the medical staff
of the Department, and a special report is sent by him as to reasonable-
ness of absence and neeessity for continued absence or otherwise. This
procedure is also employed in cases when medical defects have been
found in children, and it is suspected by the Education Department that
medical attention, though promised, is not being obtained. It may be
that in the latter cases legal proceedings are about to be instigated
against the parents or a remand has been made by the magistrates for
medical examination.

Ringworm,

Ringworm cases are either treated by the Department, or where the
parents can afford it by private medical practitioners. In the latter
instances the cases are visited not less than once per quarter by the
Attendance Officer to ascertain whether medical treatment is actually
being obtained or not, and report is made to the medical staff. No
return to school is permitted except on receipt of ** freeing notice ** from
the School Medical Department.

Dental Treatment,

The Attendance Officers enquire into cases where parents cannot
afford to pay for dental treatment but are willing for treatment to be
carried out by the School Dental Officer.
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SCHOOL MEDICAL INSPECTIONS.
EXTENT AND SCOPE OF MEDICAL INSPECTION.

For the most part children have been selected for medical
inspection in accordance with the requirements of Section 58 (b)
of the Code.

The School Medical Officers aim at inspecting from 25 to 30
children in each session, i.e., primary inspections, and in addition
to these 10 others in whom defects had been found at previous
inspections, i.e., re-inspections. Other children suspected by the
teachers to be suffering from defects or disease may be brought
forward at medical inspections for examination and advice. These
are classified as ** special cases.”’

The arrangements for the continuance of the medical history
ol children who are transferred from one school to another are of
great importance. In Croydon when a child is received into school
from either another school in the Borough or from outside the
Borough, the head teacher makes enquiry for and obtains the
medical inspection card of the child from its previous school, and
special enquiry is also made as to whether the child is at that time
suffering from or excluded on account of its relation to any infec-
tious or contagious condition.

TOTAL NUMBER OF CHILDREN INSPECTED
DURING 1914.

The following table shows the number of children whose
medical inspection schedules were completed during 1914 :—

TABLE E. 1.

Age. ; Number of Boys, Number of Girls. ‘ Total.
45 129 ! 88 ‘ 217
56 | 1265 ! 1185 ' 2450)
6-7 | 424 | 518 942
7-8 | 86 | 121 ‘ 207
8.9 8 I 18 26
9-10 , 2 7 | 9
10-11 E 3 10 13
11-12 | 14 36 ‘ 50
12-13 | 1106 1129 | 2285
13-14 798 j 1046 | 1844
14-15 ' 20 | 54 __ 74

Total all ages = 3855 4212 | 8067
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Brought forward ... 64 572 821 805
Archbishop Temson’s Boys 2 40 — B
- Girls 2 — 46 26

St. Peter’s Infants 5 50 33 66
Shirley Mixed 2 17 14 4

- o Infants 1 5 1o 19

Total (Non-Provided Schools) ;6 693 924 931

Total (Council Schools) ... 288 3162 3288 3549
3855 4212
S —

Grand Totals e e 8047 4780

T'he corresponding toiai of childrer inspected for 1913 was
3,759.- It must be noted, however, that the total for ig13 fell very
considerably below the total of previous years owmg to the fact
that during the year there was a good deal of disorganization
caused by changes in the medical staff. = The marked increase
shewn by the total of 1914 over that of 1913 is also due to the fact
that in September a second Assistant Medical Officer took up his
duties.

In addition to the children whose medical inspection schedules
vere completed during 1914, and apart from children seen at w.z
Town Han, 1,456 children were re-inspected and 653 specially
inspected at the request of the teachers or for other reasons. (See
Table E.i.).

ATTENDANCE OF PARENTS OR GUARDIANS.

This has been secured as heretofore by written notices
despatched by head teachers prior to the medical inspections. The
parents or guardians of children inspected were present in 4,780
mstances, out of 8,067 children inspected, or 5q.2 per cent. This
proportion is 2 per cent. lower than in 1913, and 6 per cent. higher
than in 1912 In the infants’ ichools 2,780 parents or guardians
were present at the inspection of 3,851 children, or 72 per cent.
compared with 65 per cent. present in 1913. The attendance of
parents along with their children at medical inspections augurs
well for the continued success of school medical inspections, and it
is a matter of especial pleasure that the parents attend in very
considerable numbers at the Treatment Centres when special
examinations have to be made of the children. (See Table E.it.).

GENERAL DIRECTIONS TO PARENTS.

In 6,133 instances written and verbal directions were sent to
parents, while in 6,621 instances printed directions were given.
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GENERAL RESULTS OF INSPECTIONS.

Defects found at inspections are given in Table E. iv.: no
change in the headings has been made, the table being on similar
lines to that used in the previous year. It is not possible to tabu-
late the results of advice given to parents as to the treatment of
defects found at school medical inspections throughout the year
1914, but I have made arrangements whereby in another year these
results can be classified and set forth in a table.

HEIGHTS AND WEIGHTS.

The average heights and weights of the children attending the
various schools of the Borough was well maintained. The year,
so far as trade conditions are concerned, was a good one, and that
probably accounts largely for the generally good physical condition
of the children.

WANT OF CLEANLINESS.

Condition of the Heads. Of the 8,067 children inspected, 82
heads were infected with live vermin at the time of inspection, and
1,095 other children had ** nits " and 230 children had dirty heads
apart from vermin. The proportion of children in whom head
vermin was detected at medical inspections is about 1.01 per cent.
of all children inspected, and the number in whom ‘“nits’’ only
were found 13.5 per cent.

The incidence of ““nits '’ is still greatest amongst the older
girls, 26 per cent. of whom were infected with ‘“nits.’”’ Nineteen
per cent. of the infant girls were found to have ‘‘nits' in the
head.

The proportion of children found infected with vermin of the
body at medical inspections was 1.29 per cent.

The arrangements for the cleansing of verminous children at
the cleansing station opened in the year 1912 have on the whole
been found to work satisfactorily, the total number of children
cleansed at the station during the 12 months is 70, and 4 of these
were cleansed on two occasions, making 74 attendances in all.

CLOTHING.

The number of school children estimated as having insufficient
clothing in 1914 was 111, as compared with 68 in 1913. The much
larger number is apparently due to the larger total of inspections
made, but the percentage is also slightly increased 1.4 per cent.
contrasted with 1.1 per cent. in 1913,
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Clothing is now receiving greater attention from the teachers,
and | note with pleasure that in one or two of the schools model
sets of garment have been made to fit children of all ages. These
garments are available as patterns for both parents and children,
and they have, 1 am informed, been greatly taken advantage of and
appreciated. Valuable help has been rendered in this matter by
the school care committees in conjunction with the health visitors
and teachers.

MALNUTRITION.

242 cases (or 3 per cent.) of malnutrition have been noted
during the year. This is a marked improvement as contrasted
with 1913, when 10 per cent. of badly nourished children were
observed amongst those inspected. The nutrition of a child varies
according to its state of health and its home conditions. Cases of
malnutrition are generally more numerous amongst children of the
poorer areas. The provision of free meals by the Education
Authority has done much to improve the physique and general
health of children belonging to the classes referred to, and is a very
important factor in the reduction of the number of children suffering
from malnutrition.

EYE DISEASES.

External eye diseases, such as conjunctivitis, inflammation of
the lids, etc., were noted in 124 instances. This number does not
include any of the cases of infectious conjunctivitis or * blight."’
Where necessary these children are referred to Mr. Wray for
treatment at the Town Hall. Sub-normal vision was noted in 977
instances. All children requiring special examination (either for
defective vision or for diseases of the eyes) are referred to the
Ophthalmic Surgeon.

INFECTIOUS CONJUNCTIVITIS.

An outbreak of this disease occurred in the Princess Road
Schools during the second quarter of the year. The number of
cases occurring throughout the quarter was 138. As soon as the
presence of the disease was discovered prompt and drastic measures
were taken to prevent its spread. A treatment clinic was estab-
lished at the School and a health visitor put in charge. This clinic
was held every morning throughout the week with the exception of
Sunday in order that the progress of the disease might be watched
and to ensure regularity and thoroughness of treatment. The
School Medical Officer visited the school frequently and examined
ali the children with suspicious symptoms, and the moment a case
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was discovered it was excluded from the class and instructed to
attend the clinic for treatment. The homes of infected children
were also visited and the mothers instructed as to how to treat the
condition and how to prevent its spread. The contacts amongst
younger children not of school age who had developed the disease
were also treated at the clinic. In this way the infection was
rapidly and effectively stamped out.

Although this was the only important outbreak of infectious
eye disease occurring amongst the children of the schools through-
out the year, there were several smaller and less significant out-
breaks which, by prompt exclusion and the application of proper
curative measures, were quickly got in hand. These scattered
cases were instructed to attend the clinic at the Town Hall for treat-
ment when the parents themselves were unable to afford medical
attention.

It may be noted that throughout the year no schools were
closed because of this disease, as it has been found that school
closure as a method of successfully eradicating the trouble has
proved quite a failure.

TONSILS AND ADENOIDS,

Tonsils were considerably enlarged in 577 cases, slightly in
#=4 cases. Adenoids were found in 311 cases, leading in the
majority to nasal obstruction and mouth breathing. In all cases of
enlarged tonsils and adenoids when these were causing definite
obstruction of the respiratory passages parents and guardians were
strongly urged to have them removed at once. Adenoids,
either alone or in conjunction with enlarged tonsils, is one of the
most frequent causes of arrest of mental and physical development
in the child. This fact has been emphasized both to teachers and
parents. Mouth breathing, apart from tonsils and adenoids, has
also been observed in a number of cases, and instructions have been
given to teachers and parents as to the best methods to be employed
for the correction of this defect.

From figures supplied by the House Surgeon at the Croydon
General Hospital, I find that 165 Croydon school children were
operated upon at that institution. I have again to thank the
House Surgeon for kindly supplying a list of patients treated week
by week for tonsils and adenoids. This information is of practical
value as it enables us to write to the teachers and emphasize the
importance of after treatment.
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GLANDS.

Glands of the neck were found to be markedly enlarged in 419
cases, slightly in 859 cases. This glandular enlargement is in
many cases an accompaniment of enlarged tonsils and adenoids,
and is directly due to infection from these sources. In many other
instances, however, it is not due to these causes, but to a general
infection such as tuberculosis. In the former case, that where
enlargement is due to the condition of the tonsils and adenoids,
removal of these has brought about almost immediate improve-
ment ; in the latter case, however, where the enlargement is due
tc tuberculosis, the child has to be put under a very definite regime
of health in order to get rid of the trouble. All cases in which
tubercular glands have been found present to a marked degree
have been referred to the Medical Officer of the Tuberculosis Dis-
pensary, who has undertaken or supervised the further care and
treatment of them.

EAR DISEASE.

This was noted in 133 instances and deafness in 332 instances.
The syringing of ears where deafness was due to accumulated wax
was in a few instances undertaken by the health visitors at the
Town Hall, when it seemed probable that otherwise no treatment
would be undertaken. More satisfactory and continuous treatment
in cases of ear dicharge is desirable, and I have arranged for such
treatment to be carried out daily at the Treatment Centre, No. 228,
London Road, Croydon, by the health visitor in charge under the
supervision of the Medical Officer. By this means I hope to reduce
materially the number of children suffering from discharging ears.

DEFORMITIES.

Curvature of the spine was noted in 173 instances. Of the 173
cases, 106 in whom the deformity was slight were directed to have
special exercises at school and in their own homes, and 67 in whom
the deformity was more or less marked were referred for treatment
to the special class at Whitehorse Road School. An account of the
work of the special class, together with the results, will be found
in Table E v,

The number of cases of this deformity observed has enormously
increased as compared with that found in previous years. It was
felt that if the more severe cases of spinal deformity were to be
prevented every case should be recognised and, if possible, dealt
with at its very inception. Even the slightest signs of abnormal
curvature have therefore been taken cognisance of, as is obvious
from the large number of such children who have had simple
exercises at the ordinary school or at home instead of being sent
to the special remedial classes.
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It will be noted from Table E v. that it has been quite impos-
sible for Miss Appleton, with the limited time at her disposal for
this work, to overtake the whole of the cases of spinal deformity
requiring attention. I am hopeful, however, that in the year upon
which we have now entered to be able to arrange for a room at the
Treatment Centre, No. 228, London Road, Croydon, to be given up
for Miss Appleton’s use on four afternoons per week. The Treat-
ment Centre being much nearer to the centre of the town, this
arrangement will enable children debarred by reason of their
distance from the present remedial classes in Whitehorse Road to
attend. Miss Appleton will also be able to give double the time to
this work in 1915.

Other deformities were noted in 78 instances. For most of
these children little could be done, but in several instances advice
was given as to the choice of apparatus, etc.

AFFECTIONS OF THE HEART.

Affections of the heart were noted in 306 children. The heart
has been examined as a routine practice in every case. Many
of the defects discovered were trivial and had little effect on the
health of the child. Some of these mild cases were associated with
anzmia or debility, others were the result of severe illnesses such
as pneumonia, or scarlet fever, or rheumatism. The more serious
cases were almost without exception rheumatic in origin. Appro-
priate advice was given in each case, and the following leaflet on
rheumatism was made use of wherever it was deemed advisable.
It has been arranged with the attendance officers that parents may
use their discretion in keeping rheumatic children from school
when they have aches or pains if they are provided with one of
these warning notices, signed by the School Medical Officer.

COUNTY BOROUGH OF CROYDON.
CoXTROL OF RHEUMATIC FEVER,

Rheumatic attacks in children are very easily overlooked as the
outward symptoms are usually gquite trifling and likely to escape the
notice of parents. At the same time these slight attacks may perma-
nently damage a child's heart and produce very serious results in later
life, Hence it is very important that treatment should be secured
immediately for rheumatism in its earliest stages and mildest forms.

Symptoms which suggest that a child is suffering from the rheumatie
poison :—

(1.) Growing pains—especially pain in the hamstrings.

(2.) Repeated sore throat or tonsilitis.

(8.) Attacks of irritability, night terrors, twitching of face or
fingers, or clumsiness in children not usually troubled in
these ways.

(4.) Certain Rashes.
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Precautions that should be taken with rheumatic children :—
(1.) Keep limbs and body warmly but lightly clothed, eferably
with woollen underclothing. See leatlet on clo
(2.) Put child to bed, and obtain medical advice whenever
feverishness, growing pains, sore throat or other symptoms
of rheumatism are noticed.
(3.) Enlarged tonsils are better removed if a child suffers from
repeated sore throat.
PubLic HEaLTH DEPARTMENT,
CROYDOX,

LUNG DISEASES.

Affections of the lungs were found in 366 instances. Of these
the greater number was of the nature of bronchial catarrh, and not
of serious import. Many of these catarrhal cases were very slight
and of short duration; others were more percistent, and a few
were quite chronic, The effect on the health of the children in the
first and second groups is slight, but in the third there always
results a good deal of constitutional disturbance affecting the
growth and development of the body and giving rise to flabbiness,
an@mia, and general lassitude. Medical attention was urged in all
cases, and several children were excluded from school for varying
periods.

Pulmonary tuberculosis was found in a minority of the total
cases of lung disease, 25 in all. These were referred to the Tuber-
culosis Dispensary and thereafter taken in hand by the Medical
Officer of the Dispensary. Most of them have made exceedingly
good progress, and many have been able to return to school and to
renew their educational life. Further information on the incidence
of tubercular disease of the lungs amongst school children will be
found below.

COMMUNICABLE DISEASES.

At the routine inspections communicable diseases were -:img-
nosed in 47 instances. These included diphtheria 4, scarlet
fever 2, tuberculosis 25. These numbers are, of course, in
addition to the children who are specially examined on account
of the known prevalence of some communicable disease in the
school. Verminous cases, having been already mentioned, are not
included in this number. When any special focus of infectious
trouble appeared to be in a school special visits to the school were
made by the Schoot Medical Officer or his assistants.

TUBERCULOSIS.

Tuberculosis is a disease which affects childhood to a very
considerable extent and is one of the principal causes of illhealth
amongst the children attending the schools. It may attack the
bones, the joints, the lymphatic glands, the membranes surround-
ing the brain, or the lungs. In the subjoined table will be found
the number of children of school age suffering from these various
types of the disease, classified according to sex and age. It will
be noted that the table includes not only cases discovered at school
medical inspections, but also those notified by private medical
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The figutes at the ages 5-7 and 12-14 are the most important
as the large numbers examined at those ages give a more reliable
average. The second annual report of the working of the school
dental clinic is given in a later paragraph.

JUVENILE EMPLOYMENT.

During 1914 the majority of the older boys inspected were
questioned by the Medical Officer as to employment; in a few
instances the head teacher had voluntarily filled in the necessary
information as to employment on the inspection cards beforehand.

The nature of the work, and the hours of employment were
also ascertained.

A fairly large number of boys are employed in connection with
shops as errand boys. Their hours of work vary. Some of them
are employed on Saturdays only and some on other days of the
week after school hours as well as Saturda_',r' A number of boys
are also engaged throughout the week in the delivery of newspapers
and milk and in domestic work. This work is done chiefly in the
early morning and at night after school hours. Employment of
children is controlled by the Children’s Act, 1903, and bye-laws
relating thereto. In every case where a child has seemed to be
suffering from ill effects as a result of employment, or where the
employment is dangerous or unhealthy, the case has been reported
to the Officer responsible for the administration of the above Act.
As a result of the special attention directed by this Officer and his
staff to offences against the Act and Bye-laws there has been a
very considerable reduction in the number of cases of illegal
employment of children during the year.

As has been found in previous years, it is évident that the
early morning workers suffered from debility and heart-weakness
to an extent disproportionate to their numbers.

Questions elicited the information that the work was by no
means invariably a matter of necessity, but was sometimes under-
taken to earn pocket-money; such extra occupations were dis-
couraged whenever signs of overstrain were apparent.

MENTAL DEFICIENCY.

During the year all children seen in medical inspections in
whom there was reason to suspect mental deficiency or mental
backwardness have been referred to the School Medical Officer for
special examination. A very considerable number of such children
were upon medical examination found to be suffering from affec-
tions other than mental deficiency which explained the apparent
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lack of mental power for which they were reported. Qur records
do not show the exact number of children who were found to be
cefinitely mentally deficient during the 12 months of 1914, but up
to March, 1915, the total number of children of school age who
were medically proved to exhibit this mental state is 71 : of these
14 are children of the non-educable type and have been referred to
the Mental Deficiency Committee of the Council to be dealt with
by them. According to the accepted proportion of feeble-minded
te the total school child population, the number of educable feeble-
minded children in Croydon should be approximately 125. It is
evident, therefore, that there is still a considerable number of
children of deficient mentality remaining to be examined and
classified. Of the 57 educable mentally defective children already
examined approximately 28 are high grade and 29 low grade in
type. During the present year (1915) the Education Committee
have under consideration the establishment of a non-residential
school in the Borough for the education of mentally deficient
children, and I anticipate that in the next annual report a more
complete and detailed account of the mentally deficient school
children for whom the Education Authority are responsible will be
available, as well as, 1 trust, an account of the initial provision
made by the local Education Authority for such children. I am
pleased to take this opportunity of thanking the staff of the Educa-
tion Authority for great assistance in bringing to my notice the
children suffering from mental defect, more particularly the school
attendance officers and the head masters and head mistresses where
those children either were at the time of examination or had at
some time in the past attended.

GRANGEWOOD SPECIAL CLASS.

This class, originally instituted for mentally backward children
in connection with the Whitehorse Road Schools, has largely
developed into a class for children who are really mentally defective.

I append a report of the work of the class for the year 1914,
and in connection with this I feel that special notice must be taken
of the extremely capable manner in which the class has been con-
ducted by Miss Holt throughout the year.

Number of children on Register on 31st December, 1913 ... 13
Number of children admitted to class during 1914 ... SR
Number of children discharged from class and re-admitted
to Council Schools, 1914 b
Number of children discharged from the class because of
unsuitability or other reason ... 2

Number of children on Register of December 31st, 1914 ... 16
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THE WORK OF THE OPHTHALMIC SURGEON.

Cases of defective eyesight amongst the school children have
been referred to the Department by exactly the same methods as
those described in the report for 1912; it is unnecessary, therefore,
to enter into details except to say that the assistance rendered in
this direction by the teaching staff continues to be of the greatest
service.

Mr. Wray has also made special visits to several schools with
a view to himself personally discovering and remedying those cases
of very pronounced optical defect in the eyes which form such a
grave disadvantage in the education of children.

The number of refractions done is more than in 1913; the
figures being 156 for 1913 and 490 for 1914.

In table E. viii. the vision taken into account has been that of
the better eye. Children whose one eye was normal and the other
markedly defective, though not included in the table, were referred
to the Ophthalmic Surgeon.

The following is a summary of the work done by Mr. Wray
at the Town Hall :(— A

Total No. of children examined 749
31 33 3y attendances o 1,859

TABLE E. viii.

Children vefracted 440
Glasses were ordered for ... e A2
(slasses not needing changing 5
Glasses not advised at present 47
Vision found normal ... 15
Gz 490

Glasses were needed and ovdeved as follows :—

Myopia ... 83
Hypermetropia T T
Astigmatism, myopic 65
. hypermetropic bg
Anisometropia 39
Strabismus 38
423
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TABLE E. ix.
Dental Inspection of Schools.

h | L]
N Children Examined. | Teeth U N b S e ot
Boys. | Girls | Total. | Boys. | Girls. | Boyse. | Girls. | Boys. | Girls.
|
Beulah Road Infants ... | 54 | 45 | 99 | 5 4 | 49 | 41 | 961 | 888
Brighton Road Infants... | 43 35 7 12 10 31 25 |27°91 | =857
Davidson Road Infants... | 55 53 | 108 g 8 47 45 | 14°5 | I5°I
Dering Place Infants ... 3 29 67 8 4 30 25 | 2105 | 1379
Ingram Road Infants ... | 64 45 109 8 2 56 431 |12°5 44
Oval Road Infants 51 52 | 10% 24 Ig 27 33 | 47706 36'54
Fortland Road Infants... | o8 g8 | 196 14 'y 84 81 |1428|17°34
South Nerwood Infants 2 | &1 | &3 8 8 34 33 | 19°c4 | 19°51
Stanford Road Infants... | 39 3= | 7 4 I 35 34 |02 | 278
Sydenham Road Infants 47 42 8o % 4 40 38 |14'9 | o'§
avistock Grove Infants 51 58 100 21 27 30 31 |41'17 | 46°38
Upper Norwood Infants 13 235 38 3 4 10 21 |23'0 |16%
Whitehorse Road Infants | 57 6z | 119 | IO 9 47 53 | 175 [14°5
Winterbourne Road Infts. | 63 | 57 | 120 9 5 | 54 | s2 |14'29| 877
Woodside Infants e -/ 50 | 108 11 5 47 45 |19'0 | 100
All Saints’ Infants I2 2o | 32 2 2 s 18 |16'6 | 100
Clirist Church Infants ... | 40 e | 70 3 5 37 25 7'5 | 16°6
Parish Church Infants ... | 43 47 | 9o 15 12 28 35 | 2458|2553
St. Andrew’s Infants ... | 37 55 | 92 I 31 44 |16°21 20
i e MO Town) | 13 6 | 17 3 | n 8 3 | 27727 | 5000
St. Joseph's Infants ... | 11 8 19 1 S ° 10 6 | 90 |25
St. Mary’s Infants 12 18 30 4 1 8 17 | 333 5°5
St. Michael's Infants ... | 1o 16 26 2 10 14 e DINE
St. Peter's Infants s | 5B 49 | 107 8 ] 8 0 41 | 15779 | 16'32
Shirley Infants ... 8 10 18 2 ‘ 2 6 L8 |250 |200
1015 | 986 |2001 | 106 175 | 819 | 811 |19°31| 17'74
| .

TABLE E. x.
Dental Re-inspection of Schools.
Children with teeth all sound] Children who were treated ﬁ:;cnrieh
at previous inspection. discovered at previous inspection.
At re-inspection. At re-inspection.
) Requiri 35 o Requiri T | iri $
equiring equiring no lequiring
Date. School. All sound. | treatment. | further treatment. further treatment.
Boys. | Girls. | Boys. | Girls.] Beys. | Girls. | Poys. | Girls.
1914, | | ; |
Sep. 2z | Davidson Road Infants | 2 S TR 2 3 | 1 I 2
| |
""‘—'—\-\...-'—_'J- e — . S -~

Fercentage .. 66669 33°33% 57°14% 42'85%
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TREATMENT OF DEFECTS FOUND IN SCHOOL
CHILDREN.

During the major part of 1914 the arrangements for the trear-
ment of minor ailments amongst school children were similar to
those in force previously, i.e., a clinic held twice weekly at the
Town Hall for the treatment of ringworm and other minor skin
conditions.

It had been felt for some time, however, that an extension of
this work was necessary. It is clear that many of the minor ail-
ments revealed by the medical inspection of school children have,
unless actively treated, a very harmful effect both upon the child’'s
physical welfare and upon his educational progress. In some
instances the poverty of the home or the indifference of the parents
precludes the possibility of private treatment; in others the nature
of the ailment not only necessitates medical advice, but skilled
nursing attention to see that that advice is properly carried out.
The Committee therefore resolved that a special Treatment Centre
should be established to deal with these minor and contagious con-
ditions in school children, particularly where, for the reasons given
above, proper treatment was not available. By joint action with
the Sanitary Committee—at that time engaged in the establishment
of a centre for the treatment of infants—the house at 228, London
Road, was taken on lease and fitted up as an *‘ Infants’ and
Children’s Centre.”” The premises were opened on November
24th, and have been in active use since that date.

The treatment of school children is carried cut in the ground
floor rooms. On two mornings in the week one of the Assistant
Medical Officers attends to see the cases, and a Health Visitor
(who is a fully trained nurse) is there daily to carry out the treat-
ment and to instruct parents. As the centre has only been active
for so short a period in 1914, statistics are not given at present, but
will be incorporated in the annual report for 1915. So far the
work has been most successful.

School children who require more thorough medical examina-
tion than can be given at the ordinary school inspections are
examined at the centre by appointment.

INFECTIOUS CONJUNCTIVITIS, TONSILS AND
ADENOIDS.

The treatment of infectious conjunctivitis, and of tonsils and
adenoids, is referred to in previous paragraphs.
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Two cases are at present waiting to be freed, and two have left
the borough without being freed. More than two-thirds of the
children were freed for school in eight weeks from the application
of X-rays, a result which compares favourably with the average
time of freeing in previous years. The longer period necessary in
some cases was due usually to non-attendance or very irregular
attendance for after-treatment.

ACTION TAKEN TO PREVENT SPREAD OF INFECTIOUS
DISEASES.

The method of dealing with notifiable disease is dealt with in
the report to the Sanitary Committee of the Council. During the
year the undermentioned cases have been dealt with by the depart-
ment :—

TABLE E. xv.

7:145 notices of illness (including duplicate notices) were
received from School Teachers or Attendance Officers during 1g14.
5,712 notices of illness were sent to the Education Committee by
the Public Health Department. These notices dealt with, amongst

others, 5,158 school children actually suffering from the infectious
diseases mentioned in the Table :—

1st 2nd ard 4th

Ilness. Quarter. Quarter. Quarter. Quarter. Total
Scarlet Fever iy, TIOR3 69 70 123 365
Diphtheria Sox s ik 17 18 25 110
Measles ... AT 34 16 77 175
Mumps e e oo 130 53 177 432
Whooping Cough S T 254 146 20 521
Chicken-pox i X060 122 46 277 bog
Sore Throat a0 49 45 =8 246
Ringworm (scalp) e s 32 19 33 133

- (body) mLLET 22 g I3 88
Impetigo ... E - 155 140 235 735
Scabies G- D 19 6 o 42
Infectious Eye Disease ... g3 224 118 155 5090
Other diseases ... car b 271 170 412 1116

Totals ... ... 1272 173098 856 1632 5158
_a='-_15%=

The table has been modified to record only the number of actual
sufferers from the infectious diseases therein mentioned, as it is
thought that this information is of more practical use than a detailed
record of the number of notices sent.
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WORK OF THE HEALTH VISITORS.

During the year part of the time of six to seven lady Health
Visitors has been given up to school medical work. Their duties
in this connection have mainly been attendance at school medical
inspections, the visitation of children who are absent from school
because of suspected infectious disease, and for the following up
of those in whom defects have been discovered at the schoo!
medical inspections. Each district Health Visitor is responsible
for the visitation of all the school children in her particular area.
To cope with the extra work at the newly opened treatment centre
an extra Health Visitor was appointed towards the end of the year,
and she is devoting practically the whole of her time to the work
there. Part of the time of the Health Visitors has been taken up
in the clinics held at the Town Hall for the treatment of defects of
the eyves and teeth. The work of the Health Visitors is set out in
detail in the following Table (E. xvi).

TABLE E. xvi.

Visits to Houses where the following School Cases.
Diseases have occurred. 1st Visits. 2nd Visits.
Searlet Fever 74 22
Diphtheria X 119 69
Measles 205 14
German Measles ... i 38 1
Mumps i3 s 575 28
Whooping Cough ... 697 119
Chicken Pox 701 22
Sore Throat ... 1083 363
Ringworm t_acalpj W g gaes | AETO 74
% (body) 111 80
Verminous Heads ... 13 26
Verminous Bodies ... 41 4
Impetigo Contagiosa ... ien  AROL jes 124G
Scabies 49 a7
Infections Eye Disease ... S00 203
Other diseases 1304 467
6581 ... -2795
Visits paid to Elementary Schools for

Medical Inspections 292 —

Number of Children prepared for Medical
Inspection :—Newly Inspected ... 8067 —
Re-inspected : ... 1456 —
Specially Inspected (53 —_
Other Visits to Elementary Schools ... 120 —-
Home Visits arising out of Medical 5=
Inspection - .. 1231 417
Home Visits for other information ... 431 23

Cultures taken o - 1008 —
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The lectures which for a considerable number of years have
been given by the Health Visitors to parents in the evenings ac
various schools throughout the winter were continued in the early
part of this year. The attendances, however, were rather meagre,
and these lectures have been incorporated during the winter of
1914-1915 in a series of public health lectures which I have orga-
nised with the help of the whole of the staff of the Department. A
note on these lectures appears on page 16g.

On each of the four school care committees one of the Health
Visitors voluntarily gave her services during the year.

SCHOOL CLOSURE.

During the year 1914 the following schools were closed in
accordance with Article 45 (b) of the Code.

TABLE E. xvii.

School. Department. Disease. | Diie b Clositie L@ﬁﬂ;jf
|
Beulah Road ... | Infants ... | Scarlet Fever s | February 2nd... | 3 weeks.
All Saints’ ... | Girls & Infants | Chicken Pox -« | March 23rd ... | 3 weeks.
Portland Road ... | Girls ... -« | Scarlet Fever «+- | April 7th o | 3 weeks.
Derin: Place ... | Infants . | Whooping Cough ... | April 7th e | 34 weeks.
*Davidscn Road | Infants -+ | Whooping Cough ... | July r4th oo | T week.
Frincess Road ... | Girls ... ... | Sickness of one kind |
and another : Auvgust 28th ... | 2 weeks.
do. doys ... do. ' do. ! do.
do. Infants do. | do. do.
Parish Church ... | Infants .+ | Scarlet Fever I September 25th | 3 weeks,
FPortland Road... | Infants .vo | Chicken Pox v | October 23rd ... | 4 weeks,
Sydenham Road | Infants ... | Chicken Pox | October 27th ... | 34 weeks.
Davidsun Road | Infants .. | Sickness of one kind |
and another ... | November 23rd | 24 weeks.
Princess Road ... | Infants do. I November 23rd . 24 weeks.
Christ Church Infants .. | Chicken Pox - | November 23rd | 4 weeks.
(Wildbores) .
St. Mary's .+« | Infants oor | Mumps «oo | December joth | 3 weeks.
TWouwdside ... | Infants .-+ | Measles and Mumps. | December 14th | 1 week.
|

" Preceding fonr weeks vacation, t Preceding two weeks vacation.
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EXCLUSION OF CHILDREN FROM SCHOOL.

During the year 69 children were excluded under Article 53
(b) of the code. This is in addition to the large number dealt with
in accordance with the ordinary Standing Orders of the Committee.

PHYSICALLY AND MENTALLY DEFECTIVE CHILDREN
SENT TO INSTITUTIONS.

At the end of the year the following Croydon children were
under treatment in residential institutions outside the Borough :—

Blind ... 8
b S 11
Mentally defective ... 3
Epileptic 1

NECESSITY FOR FURTHER TREATMENT.

In view of the gravity of the present national crisis it is in my
opinion not desirable to lay stress on further development of the
medical work in connection with school children, as the medical
and nursing community are so largely drawn upon for professional
services in connection with the War. The necessity in times of
peace of developing further this very important work is still with

us, but I do not at present propose to say anything upon the
subject.

EXAMINATION OF BURSARS AND STUDENT TEACHERS.

Thirty young persons who desired to become Bursars and
Student-Teachers were medically examined during the year, and,
with two exceptions, were passed.

SPECIAL EXAMINATION OF CHILDREN AT THE TOWN
HALL OR SCHOOL TREATMENT CENTRE.

There is again an increase in the number of children seen at
the Town Hall or at the Treatment Centre by the School Medical
Officer at the request of the Education Committee's officers or of
teachers or parents. Thus these inspections form no small pro-
portion of the medical officers’ work, as many of the children
require very careful and thorough testing before an opinion can be
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passed as to their fitness, mentally or physically, for school attend-
ance. The number seen were as follows :(—

Children seen for the first time in 1914 :(—

Diseases of Lungs 68

e Heart 13

- Ear, Throat and Nose ... 3I

o Skin 83

Ringworm :

Scalp 82
Skin 26

— 108

*Mentally defective children ... 6

Mentally sub-normal ... s I

Spine 6

Rheumatism ... Nil.

Admission to Schools, Convalescent Homes ... 11

Hurst House Orphans ... 6

Eye diseases or defects ... 4

Glands ... 20

Nerves ... 11

Tubercle ... 13

Various ... g8

479

—_—

*This is exclusive of children examined in accordance with the
requirements of the Mental Deficiency Aet.

Total number of attendances, not including children seen by
the dental or ophthalmic surgeons, 1,567.

TEACHING OF INFANT CARE.

The Infant Care Class, now held at Tavistock Grove School,
has been continued on the lines given below. It appears desirable
to repeat this general description of these classes, as in my opinion
it is of the very greatest value that the future mothers should be
educated to take an intelligent interest in the proper management
of infants,

Fifty-six girls from various schools in the Borough attended.
The Medical Officer attended one afternoon weekly to see
such infants as the mothers brought to him for advice
on feeding and general care,; the infants were regularly
weighed at each attendance and opportunities were given
to the girl members of the class to take part in the
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weighing of the infants.  Records of the weights were kept.
From 3.30 to 4 p.m. an address was given to the girls b7 the health
visitor. (See syllabus of lectures on Infant Care in Appen.lix} In
addition to these addresses the Medical Officer spoke to he girls as
time permitted on simple health precautions and matters of interest
connected with them. A point was made of having the infants’
parents present during the addresses to the girls, and they were
thus in an indirect manner interested in and instructed on many
useful matters. Instructions in clothing the babies were rendered
practical by means of a doll model.

During the year 1914 26 babies were brought to the consul-
tations for demonstration purposes.

It may be thought that the number of infants attending is very
small, but it should be remembered that the primary object of the
class is to educate the senior girls concerning infants and infant
life—not in this instance to combat any special infantile condition
in the district.

LECTURES.

During the winter of 1914-1915 I organised a series of lectures
which was delivered in the evenings in selected schools in the
Borough by the medical staff and by two of the Health Visitors.
These lectures are devised to cover the general field of public
health medical work in its broadest sense, inclusive of medical
questions affecting school children. The cost of the lectures was
defrayed by the local authority and the Insurance Committee
jointly, but it is of interest to mention this here as the lectures are
of very great educational value, and as they also have been
delivered in premises belonging to the Education Authority. It
will be observed from the list that the lectures were distributed as
evenly as possible throughout the town, so that every part of the
community might be within reasonable access of at least one of
the lectures.

The following is a list of the subjects lectured upon and the
dates upon which the lectures were given, viz. :—

Date. School. Subject.
Nov. 24 Mitcham Road ... “*The War against Consumption.’
Dec. 8 Portland Road ... “*Tubereulosis in School Children.”
Jan. 14 Brighton Road ... “*The War against Consumption.’’

o 96 Woodside vor ““The Child : Its Ear, Nose & Throat,"
Feb. 2 Sydenham Road ... “*The Care of the School Child.”

»» 9 Ecclesbourne Road ... ‘ Tuberculosis in School Children.”

s 20 Beulah Road ... ... ““The War against Consumption.”
Mch. 2 South Norwood ... ‘“The Care of Infants.”

»» 16 Winterbourne Road ... “ The Child : Its Bodily Growth and

Development.*’
»» 25 Upper Norwood ... "*The War against Consumption."
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Needs of infants.—Food, sleep, suitable clothing, cleanliness,
fresh air, tenderness in handling.

Signs of health.—Increase in weight, sleep, contentment,
satisfactory action of bowels.

Natural development of infant.—Increased powers of sight,
hearing, thinking. Appearance of the teeth, ability to
walk and talk.

Establishment of good habits.—Regularity in feeding, in
sleeping, and in obeying the calls of nature, in bathing,
teaching of self-control.

Evil results of mismanagement.—Fretfulness, indigestion,
thrush, skin disease, bronchitis, rickets, mouth breathing.
Show table of Average Weights.

LECTURE 2. FEEDING (1).

Infants' powers of digestion. Size of stomach. Human milk
the best food. How mother should procure good breast milk,
Second best method of feeding, breast milk and cows’ milk alter-
nately. Why mother should not nurse at night only. No danger
in supplementing breast milk with cows’ milk. Average quantities
of proteid, fat and sugar in human and cows’ milk. How to
make latter resemble human milk. Advantage of barley water
over plain water. How to prepare barley water. Reason for
boiling milk and water. Loss of fat in mixture compared to
human milk, use of oil if required.  Addition of sugar. The
bottle : how to clean: danger of dirt. Third method bottle
only.

LECTURE 3. FEEDING (2).

Frequency of feeding, need of regularity, quantity given at
each meal.  Variation of mixture and increase of quantity at
various ages. Foods other than cows’ milk. Dried milk—Con-
densed milk : how they are prepared, their disadvantages. Patent
foods, their expense and uselessness. Bread and biscuits. Re-
sults of, and want of fat and too early use of starchy foods.

LECTURE 4. CLOTHING.

Objects of clothing, warmth and decency, not support. Stiff
clothes no help to muscular development, nor preventive of evils
from bad handling. Need of reform in infants’ clothing. Wool



173

preferable to cotton, dangers of flannelette. Number and shape
of garments. Method of putting them on. Need of changing
clothing at night. Short-coating. Avoid exposure of limbs.

LECTURE 5- CLEANLINESS AND TRAINING.

Delicacy of infants’ skin.  Natural action of skin.  Daily
bath, its temperature, when and how to be given. Drying of the
infant, use of powder. Cleansing of eyes, ophthalmia and its
results. Cleansing of the mouth, thrush. Cleansing of ears and
scalp. Need of care in holding infants, weakness of muscle and
bone. Care not to startle or excite infant, delicacy of nerve.
Training in habits of cleanliness. Regularity of action of bowels.

LECTURE 6. SLEEP AND EXERCISE.

Time to be spent in sleep. Fresh air day and night. Separate
cot, how to make. Dangers of overlaying. Weight of bedclothes.
Position of infant. Need of turning from side to side. =~ Waking
for food. - Sleep in day-time. Importance of quiet. Training
child to lie down. Importance of good habits. Exercise of
muscles, crying and kicking. Crawling and learning to walk.
Mouth breathing. Abuse of comforters.

LECTURE ». WEANING AND DENTITION.

Age for weaning from breast or bottle : avoidance of hot
weather for breast fed infant. Dangers of too prolonged nursing.
Gradual method of weaning. Dangers of too much starch.

Diet from g to 18 months of age.

Dentition not a disease. Course of Dentition.  Necessity
for use and cleaning of teeth.

LECTURE 8. DISEASES OF INFANTS.

O'phthalmia.—Cause. Prevention. Signs. Treatment.

Thrush.—Cause. Prevention. Signs. Treatment.

Rickets.—Cause. Prevention. Signs. Treatment.

Epidemic Diarrhea.—Cause. Prevention. Signs.  Treat-
ment.

Tuberculosis.—Conveyance of contagion. Cooking of food.
Dangers of expectoration. Signs of tubercle in infants,
Flies and dust.
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COUNTY BOROUGH OF CROYDON.

SCARLET FEVER OR SCARLATINA.

HOME CASE.

Children from this house must not attend day or Sunday School
or mix with other children until permission is given by the Medical
Officer of Health.

All cases of *sore throat,” “lumps in the neck,” or of “ peeling
skin ™ occurring in the household are probably scarlatinal, and should
be immediately reported to your Medical Attendant. Suspicion should
also be roused by any sudden attack of illness, especially if beginning
with vomiting.

Notice should be sent to the Health Department if there are
any Public Library Books in the house, and no books must be
borrowed until the house has been disinfected.

If treated at home the patient must be confined to one room, and
no one except the person in charge allowed to enter the room. Al
unnecessary furniture should be removed from the sick room forthwith,
and the floor and furniture should be frequently wiped with a damp
cloth.  Freskh air must be freely admitted, a fire being lighted if
necessary.

Attendants should wear washable dresses, should wash their hands
immediately after attending the sick person, and should always wash
their hands and faces and change their shoes and outer clothes before
going off duty.

No domestic animal should be allowed to enter the sick room.

No children should be allowed to visit the infected house.

A patient suffering from this disease is gemerally DANGEROUS
TO OTHERS for six or eight weeks, and must not be allowed to mix
with other people until the Medical Attendant certifies that there is no
danger. There is risk of infection while there is any discharge from ear
or nose, or while the throat remains sore or unhealthy.

DISINFECTION,

1.—All soiled linen should be at once placed in a tub of water to
which a handful of ordinary washing soda has been added, soaked for
twelve hours, and then boiled in a copper. Materials which cannot be
boiled should be soaked for one hour in liquid disinfectant and then
washed.
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Notice should be sent to the Public Health Department if there
are any Public Library Books in the house, and no books must be
borrowedd until the house has been disinfected.

If treated at home the patient must be cenfined to one room, and
no one except the person in charge allvwed to enter the room. All
unnecessary furniture should be removed from the sick room forthwith,
and the floor and furniture should be frequently wiped with a damp
cloth. J/Fresk air must be freely admitted, a fire being lighted if

necessary.

Attendants should wear washable dresses, should wash their hands
immediately after attending the sick person, and should always wash
their hands and faces and change their shoes and outer clothes before

going off duty.
No domestic animal should be allowed Lo enter the sick room.
No children should be allowed to visit the infected house.

A patient suffering from this disease is generally DANGEROUS
TO OTHERS for a period of at least three weeks, and must not be
allowed to mix with other people until the Medical Allendant ceriifies
that there is no danger. There is risk of infection while there is any
sore throat, or any discharge from ear or nose, or while diphtheria germs
can be detected in the throal.

Examinations for the detection of diphtheria germs are made at
the Borough Laboratory, free of cost. The necessary arrangements
will be made by your Medical Attendant.

DISIMFECTION.

1.—All soiled linen should be at once placed in a tub of water to
which a handful of ordinary washing soda has been added, soaked for
twelve hours, and then boiled in a copper. Materials which cannot be
boiled should be soaked for one hour in liquid disinfectant, and then

washed.

2.—Special cups. saucers and spoons should be used for the
patient, and any spare food from the sick room destroyed.

.-—Discharges from ear, nose or mouth should be reccived on a
rag, which should be at once burnt, as also should any dust collected

in the room.
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To Prevent Spread.

Separate the patient from all other children for at least three
weeks after the appearance of the rash.

Measles usually begins with sneezing, coughing, running at the
eyes and nose. All colds should, therefore, be looked upon with
suspicion when Measles is prevalent. Keep apart any child so suffering
for four days, when, if the disease is Measles, the rash will have
appeared. No child suffering from a cold when measles is prevalent
should be sent back to day or Sunday school until after four days from
beginning of cold, even if cold appears better.

When the last case has recovered, disinfect the sick room by
washing everything you can with soap and hot water ; what you cannot
wash should be aired in the garden. Keep the windows freely open,
a.ng take care that the sick child’s clothes are washed before return to
school.

Patients suffering from measles must be excluded from day or
Sunday school for at least three weeks from the appearance of the rash
and until the general health is restored.

Older children who have not previously had the disease must be
kept at home for at least three weeks from the onset of the disease in
the child first infected and may then return to day or Sunday school
provided they are then free from symptoms.

Those who have already had Measles may be allowed to attend
the departments of the school for older scholars, but not the Infant’s
School.

_ Infants living in infected houses must be excluded from school
while there is infectious illness in the house.

A penalty of £5 is attacked lo the exposure of infected persons and things:
COUNTY BOROUGH OF CROYDON.
WHOOPING COUGH.

Whaoping Cough is one of the most fatal diseases of childven. It is
also catching. Most deaths may b: prevented by caveful nursing.
To assist Recovery of Patient.

In every case seek medical advice.

Most deaths are due to children being exposed to unhealthy
conditions while suffering from Whooping Cough. The whole
body, including arms and legs should be clothed in flannel.
Kemember that puve air is as necrssary as warmth, The air of a
divty, stuffy voom poisons the lungs, and is move dangerous than cold or
even draughts,
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Scrupulous personal cieanliness should be practiced. The hands
should always be washed before preparing any infant’s [ood.

All houses should be kept clean and well ventilated. The
windows and doors should be kept open as much as possible. “The
floors of the rooms should be scrubbed with soap and water at
frequent intervals, and the walls of closets, passages. and cellars
should be limewashed frequentiv. Closet pans should alwayvs be
clean, and back vards frequentlv swilled with water where possible.

Animal a d Vegerable Kejuse snould be burnmed in the kitchen

grate instead - | being put into the Dustbin, See that the Ashbin is
regularly emplied.

Nuwisances including the prevalence of house flies, should be
reported to the Public Health Department, at once.

FORMALIN POISON FOR FLIES.

Mix one tablespoonful of formalin in 10 ounces (nalf-a-pint) of
waler or equal parts of milk and water and a little sugar. T'he formalin
milk mixture should be exposed in shallow plates (a pint will make
sufficient mixture for five or six plates), and by putting a piece of bread
in the middle of the plate it furnishes more space for the flies to alight on
and drink. No vessel containing food or liquid should be left uncovered.

The formaliin ts poison.

The formalin and milk mixture must be placed beyond the reach of
childven and care must be taken that no one drinks it

COUNTY BOROUGH OI CROYDON.

INFECTIOUs INFLAMMATION OF THE EYEs.

This is a condition which, though not dangerous to life, may
have extremely serious results upon the eye-sight of the individual
affected if proper treatment be not obtained.

The earliest signs of the onset are blinking and rubbing of the
eyes (due to the feeling of irritation) and the appearance (generally
at the inner corner of the eye) of a small accumulation of mattery
substance ; very often the eyelids are found to be sticking to each
other in the morning so that the eye cannot be opened until the
matter has been bathed away with tepid water. When the con-

dition is more advanced, the eye appears blood-shot and often
highly inflamed.

The condition is very infectious, and every effort should be
made to keep the patient separate from other members of the
family, and to keep all articles used by the patient solely for his or
her use. If this be not done, it is certain that the disease will
infect other members of the household.
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(GENTLEMEN,

In presenting my Report for the year 1914, I desire at
once to place on record my keen appreciation of the services
and of the loyalty of the Sanitary Inspectors, and of my
personal Clerk—Mr. S. E. Crisp—as without that hearty
co-operation it wounld have been well-nigh impossible for my
duties as Medical Officer of Health to be satisfactorily carried
out, as I was called up on active service in September, and
consequently have been away from the Office during the last
three months of the year under review.

The general condition of the Croydon Rural District is
very good as is evidenced by not only the low death rate now
recorded of 102 per thousand of population, but mainly by
the very low average of 98 during the last ten years.

The care of newly-born and of all notified cases of
Tuberculosis have been most efficiently supervised by your
Health Visitor—Miss E. M, Pleister. Her unfailing tact, and
practical knowledge have been of the greatest value in
ameliorating the conditions under which, unfortunately, so
many people have to live.

I desire also to place on record the help which I have

received from all members of the Council and from each
individual member of the general staff of the Croydon Rural

District Council during the many years in which I have been
associated with them.

I am, Gentlemen,
Your obedient Servant,
C. M. FEGEN,

Medical Officer of Health.
4th February, 1915,
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I.—AREA AND POPULATION.

The District consists of seven parishes, and the total
area is 19,548 acres. The largest Parish is Coulsdon, with
4,814 acres, and the smallest Wallington, with 821 acres.

At the time of the Census in 1911 the population was
65,186, but omitting the three large institutions, viz.:— The
Cane Hill Asylum, the Holborn Workhouse, and the Helborn
Schools, the total population was 61,127, of which number
28,741 were males and 32,386 were females.

At the middle of 1914 the population was estimated to be
70,260, but, omitting all institutions, the corrected number was
65,714, of which number 30,935 were males and 34,779 were
females.

The number of inhabitants in the three large institutions
has increased from 2,468 in 1891 to 4,546 in 1914. There has
however, been a decrease of 541 since the middle of 1913.

‘I'he number of occupied houses in the District was :(—
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Recisterep BirTHs anp Birte RatEes.

Egﬁﬂ Registered Births. Birth Rates.
Parish. |§£I§E§ Sl i e g S e [
EEERAT R T B e ot Rl |
= 2 2 °119101911/1912/1913/1914) 1910 | 1911 | 1912 1018 | 1014
i | | | 1 ! |
' | | l i : |
= . f |
Addington 614 | 11f 17| 15| 14| 9| 15-8 | 277 | 244 | 228 | 146
Beddington 10700 | 1536 186 211 193{ 212 158 | 20-1 | 208 | 185 | 198
Coulsdon 9700 | 210 208 208 219 217 21-2 | 235 | 230 | 289 | 22-3
Mitcham 30902 | 844 875 820| 907 882 297 | 306 | 288 | 306 | 285
Morden .. | 30 21| o6/ 6 .. | 245 | 175 | 211 | 208 | ..
Sanderstead 3580 36/ B2 52 44| 53| 125 | 11°2 | 175 | 142 | 148
Wallington .| 8935° | 134 180| 182 187 151| 143 | 168 | 153 | 154 | 169
Woodmansterne |- 1283 | 48 83| 32 51} 22| 36-2 | 272 | 26.1 | 40-2 |17*l
e I
— -
| 65714 iuﬁﬁ'mu 15051571 1545‘ 230 | 24'7 | 23-9 i 24-4 | 235
DEATHS.

Exclusive of those deaths which occurred in Public
Institutions situated within the district, but belonging to
other districts, the deaths registered during the year num-
bered 674. In this number are included those deaths
which were transferred by the Registrar-General of persons
who had died outside, but who belonged to this district. The
number of these deaths was 171. - These deaths chiefly
occurred at the Workhouse, Workhouse Infirmary, and
General Hospital at Croydon; the County Asylums at
Brookwood and Netherne ; the Cottage Hospital at Carshalton ;
and the Council’s Isolation Hospital at Beddington Corner.

The mortality corresponds to a death rate of 10°2 per
thousand of population, as against 9'4 last year, 88 in 1912,
as against an average of 9'8 during the ten years 1904-1913,
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The deaths included :—

11 from Phthisis.

7 ,  Cancer (malignant disease).
19 ,, Lung Complaints.

51 ,, Heart Diseases.

74 ,, DBrain Diseases.

[II..—INFECTIOUS DISEASE.

The Infectious Diseases (Notification) Act has been in
force in this District since the year 1890. In July of that
year Measles was also included in the list of notifiable
diseases, and continued to be a notifiable disease until June,
1909. In the summer of 1894 it was considered necessary
that Diarrhcea should, for a short period, also be considered a
notifiable disease. Owing to the epidemic of Small-Pox that
existed in and around London, as well as in the Croydon
Rural District, during the latter part of 1901 and the beginning
of 1902, Chicken Pox was made a notifiable disease, and
continued to be so until the end of July, 1908, and it was of
great assistance in combating the outbreak of Small-Pox,
During 1911 Chicken Pox was again made a notifiable disease
tor six months. In April, 1907, Cerebro-Spinal Meningitis
was made a notifiable disease for twelve months, and on the
13th May, 1912, Cerebro-Spinal Fever and Acute Polyiomyelitis
were made notifiable diseases. = Ophthalmia neonatorum was
made a notifiable disease on the 1st April, 1914.

The Infectious Diseases (Prevention) Act, 1890, has been
in force in this District since 1891.

During the year 450 cases of Notifiable Disease
(excluding Phthisis) were either notified to the Sanitary
Department or came to its knowledse through the vigilence
of its Inspectors, as against 327 in 1918, 408 in 1912, and .
483 in 1910
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Reference to Table II. at the end of the Report will
show : —

Firstly, cases notified in the whole District, with the

ages ot incidence and the nature of the Infectious
Disease,

Secondly, the total number of cases (and nature of the
disease) in each locality.

Thirdly, the number of cases removed from each
locality to the Isolation Hospital.

Reference to Table 1X. will show the number of cases
notified since the adoption of the Notification Act.

ScARLET FEVER.

An increase in the number of Scarlet Fever cases notified
took place, viz., 242, as against 175 last year. The largest
number of cases occurred in Mitcham, no less than 132 cases
being notified from that parish.

One hundred and ninety cases were removed to the
Isolation Hospital, and three deaths were registered as
occurring during the year.

DipHTHERIA.

During the year 141 cases of Diphtheria were notified.
Although this is 50 more than in the previous year, it compares
favourably with the nnmber of cases notified during 1912 and
1911, which were 145 and 166 respectively. One hundred and
fifteen cases were removed to the Hospital.

This disease had a fatal ending in 17 cases.

I again desire to point out that a supply of antitoxin has
been placed at the services of all medical men practising within
the district, and also arrangements have been made for
bacteriological examinations free of charge. The Council has
done this excellent service since 1901, and it was, I believe,
one of the first, if not the first, to take such a step.
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PuerPERAL FEVER,

Nine cases of Puerperal Fever were notified as occurring, as
against 5 last year. Only two of the cases occurred in the
practice of midwives. This complaint had a fatal ending in
two cases.

ERYSIPELAS.

Forty-five cases of Erysipelas were notified, as against
86 last year. Two cases were removed to the Isolation
Hospital.

CEREBO-SPINAL MENINGITIS.

One case ot Cerebro-Spinal Meningitis was notified during
the year, as against 4 last year.

This case occurred in a boy aged 10 months. For about
eleven weeks previous to his adnission to a London Hospital,
he was attended by a local medical man, and alse as an
out-patient of the Hospital for teething trouble. The case had
a fatal ending.

TyrHOID FEVER.

A very large decrease in the number of Typhoid Fever
cases occurred, viz., 4, as against 16 last year, 15 in 1912, and
47 in 1911,

In one case the complaint was probably contracted by the
patient eating tainted mussels; in the other three cases the
source of infection could not be traced.

INFANTILE SUMMER DIARRHEA.

The number of cases of deaths from Infantile Summer
Diarrhcea remain about the same, viz., 19, as against 14 last
year and 17 in 1912. This is probably due to the cool and wet
conditions which have prevailed during the past three years.

Five of the deaths occurred in Institutions outside the
district.
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Reference to Table 12 in the Appendix will show the
circumstances, feeding and family history of the victims of this
disease in 1914, and the parishes and roads invaded during the
past 14 years will be found in Table 13.

IV..PREVENTIVE MEASURES.

During the year 421 patients were admitted to the
Isolation Hospital at Beddington Corner, including 106 patients
from neighbouring authorities.

The usual routine preventive and precautionary measures
have been continued as in previous years to check the extension
of infectious disease, with most satisfactory results. Isolation,
disinfection and quarantine have been carried out under the
careful and intelligent supervision of the Sanitary Staff, and
outbreaks of infectious disease have been very materially
linited.

Unrecognised cases, as in previous years, have been the
origin of most outbreaks, and such unrecognised cases are
always likely to exist in all diseases, especially if the attack is
of a very mild type. So mild indeed are some of these cases that
the advice of a medical man is, by the parents of the patients,
considered superfluous. These, unfortunately, are the cases
which prove the nuclei of almost all epidemics.

Immediately on notification being received of the existence
ot cases of Scarlet Fever, Diphtheria, Typhoid Fever, and
Small Pox, it is the custom to offer hospital treatment, and, if
the offer is accepted, the patient is at once removed to the
Hospital ; in no case should longer than two hours elapse after
receiving the intimation*of the existence of infectious disease
in any house before the patient, if for removal, is in the
Hospital especially is any delay is to be deprecated in all cases
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of Diphtheria, asabstention from theadministration of diphtheria
antitoxin until a bacteriological examination proves positive
lessens the chance of ultimate recovery very considerably.
No harm can possibly be done by administering a dose of
diphtheria antitoxin as soon as this disease is even suspected
and a great gain accrues. As a rule however this
administration is generally postponed until the patient reaches
the Hospital.

In all cases of Typhoid Fever which are not admitted to
the Hospital, sanitary pails, of a special character furnished
with air-ticht screw lids, are left at the infected houses for
the reception of all excreta and other waste products of the
sick room. These pails are collected daily, and their contents
are dealt with in the destructor at the Hospital.

In every case of Notifiable Disease enquiries are made
and recorded as to the number of persons in the house, where
they are employed, milk supply, water supply, laundry,
conditions of drains, etc., together with the history of the case
and the probable cause of infection, Notice is at once sent to
any school attended by children from infected houses, and
these children are then excluded from school on my certificate,
and are not allowed to return until due notice has been given
to the school authorities of their freedom from possible
infection.

The courtesy of the Managers of Sunday Schools has
been much appreciated in falling in with the suggestions that
any Sunday School should also be closed during the same
period as the ordinary schools.

Disinfection of intected rooms is carried out by fumigation
with sulphur dioxide or formic aldehyde, and of the bedding
and the clothes by steam at the disinfecting station
at the Isolation Hospital.  Disinfectants are supplied
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free of charge during illness. After the rooms have been
disinfected, the owners of the premises are required to strip
and whitewash the ceilings and walls, under the supervision
of the Sanitary Inspectors. This applies to all cases of
Infectious Disease, and in the event of cases of Phthisis or
Cancer occurring, on request, the rooms, as well as the
bedding, clothing, etc., are from time to time disinfected.

During the year 431 houses and 10597 articles were
disinfected.

The Council places at the disposal of all medical
practitioners, free of charge, means of having the diagnosis of
all cases of infectious or contagious disease confirmed or
otherwise by bacteriological examination, and also, at the end
of the illness, for determining whether the patient is free from
the specific bacterium or not. During the vear 964 such
examinations have been made.,

While with regard to Diphtheria, it is the custom to
consider each case infective until the bacteriological examina-
tions shows the throat to be free from the true or pseudo-
diphtheritic bacillus.

Antitoxin has for the [last 17 years been supplied free
of charge to all medical men practising in the district to use,
either for patients in which the diagnosis is in suspense, or
where the patients are nursed at home, or for prophylactic
injections to inmates of invaded houses,

V.—GENERAL.

Water Courses—All water courses within the district
have been kept under tho constant supervision of your officers,



23

Legal Proceedings.—In the following cases legal pro-
ceedings have been taken:—

Partieulars. Results.

Slaughtering on unlicensed premises Fined 5s. and costs.

Carting offensive house refuse through Fined 40s. 0d. and 7s. 6d. costs.
the streets at Mitcham

Slaughtering on unlicensed premises | Fined 20s. 0d. and 7s. 6d. costs.

Ditto Fined 20s. 0d. and Ts. 6d. costs.

HOUSING OF THE WORKING CLASSES ACTS.

During the year the undermentioned number of houses
have been dealt with under the Housing of the Working
Classes Acts :—

Number of houses inspected ... 281

Number of houses considered so dangerous or injurious
to health as to be unfit for habitation ... e G0

Number of houses in previous group which were made
fit for habitation without representation to Loeal
Authority ... o A e BY

Number of formal representations to Liocal Authority
with a view to the issue of a Closing Order

Number of Closing Orders made ... R G

Number of houses represented unfit for human habitation
which were made fit without Closing Orders B

Number of houses in which defects were remedied after
the issue of Closing Orders

Number of houses voluntary closed by owners e 8

Number of houses voluntary demolished by owners ... 12
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MEDICAL INSPECTION OF SCHOOL CHILDREN.

The Medical Inspection of school children is carried out by
the Education Department of the Surrey County Council,
but on many occasions I have been called in to see children
who have been suspected to be suffering from infectious or
contagious disease, and my services are always available for
this purpose on an application from the Heads of the various
schools. Sixty-three children have been personally examined
for school attendance purposes, and 137 visits have been paid
to the homes of the scholars.

Eighty-seven notifications of dirty homes were received
from the School Nurse, and 131 visits were paid for this
purpose, and in consequence of these visits four premises were
disinfected, and 12 notices to cleanse were served.

SCHOOLS.

During the year 178 visits have been paid by the sanitary
staff to the public elementary schools and school premises in
the district, and their condition reflects credit on the Managers.
During the year I have on 6 occasions recommended the
closing of schools.

HEALTH VISITOR.
The following is a summary of the work done by the
Health Visitor during the year.

I desire to bear testimony to the excellent work done,
and to the exemplary manner in which it is performed.

Visits to houscs where Infants have been born - 1,681
Tuberculosis cases visited et BaN
Home visits to Children excluded from school TR I
Yisits to houses where Infants have died of Diarrheea 21
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REGULATED TRADES.
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Sanderstead = A T 1 i e "o il W
Wallington & o e s g S 5 | 8 2 4 24
Woodmansterne . . o 2 i o e o £l e 2
st ‘ e

Totals a7 20 ‘ 42 an J 15 79 B0 280

(1) Damgies, CowsHEDs, AND MILKSHOPS,

At the end of the year there were 98 premises registered
under the Dairies, Cowsheds, and Milkshops Order, 1885,
which is 5 less than in the previous year.

During the year repeated visits have been paid to all
dairies, cowsheds, and milkshops within the district, no less
than 461 inspections being made, and in only 11 cases was it
found necessary to complain as to uncleanliness or neglect of
regulations.

(2) SLAUGHTERHOUSES,

The number of butchers’ shops and slaughterhouses
remain much about the same, viz., 57 last year and 53 this
year.

All meat has been kept under constant supervision and
over 232 lbs. have been destroyed as unfit for human con-
sumption,

During the year 252 visits of inspection were made, and
in 6 instances complaint was made as to uncleanliness.

(3) BAKEHOUSES,
The number of bakehouses within the district remain the
same as they did in the previous year, viz. 80.
During the year 174 visits of inspection were made, and

on no occasion was it found necessary to make any complaint
as to uncleanliness.



There are 79 piggeries within the district, which is 4 more
All the piggeries receive very
special attention from your officers, and practically no com-
plaints were received. In 29 cases piggeries were repaired and

than in the previous year.
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(4) PIGGERIES.

improved under the direction of your officers.

SALE oF Foop asp Drucs Acts.

The administration of the Sale of Food and Drugs Acts
is carried out by the County Council of Surrey, and much

attention is paid by the Inspector to this district.

The following Table shows the number of samples

analysed during the year.

AXALYVBED.

ADULTERATED OR

DerTerionATEL. -

5 | &

ArTICLES, i i E =l

- S i e g g

Zid el L E :

A ] "= S - A O

|
Milk wo| 01 8 64 6 1 7 1 _
Crenm e b — b 1 — 1 .- —
Bl.ll.l-&l’ . & E Bb 45 o H 5 — —
Cheese ., i - 1| - 1 - - — o s
Margarine s & 1| — 1 ke = . — —
Lin . e ] a — 2 . =t — — —
Bread .. Fa i — — — et Lol i = foss |
Flour o = . — — — = = =2 = —
Ten o 2 — o = s =5 e e
Coffes : 2 — 2 = =1 — — i
Cocoa .. a9 — a b ok iy i =¥
Bugar .. — - — | — . — e —
Mustard .. = o — e = el s = Ll
Confectionery & Jam ..] — —_ - | = — e = =
Pepper .. - 2 - 2 - i = e i
Wine .. = = — o s == = i i s
Beer i L ak e — o b ATl oy Lz it
Bl}iﬂ.ﬁﬂ- ' aa ® 8 —_ — —— — — — — —
Dr“gﬂ &8 w & L] _ e — — —— — e —
*Other Articles .. o 11 — 11 2 — 2 e <L
Torarns . - 1 38 | 135 9 4 13 1 —_
*Details of Other Articles

Rice .. o a 2 — 2 — — — — il
Pearl Barley .. o 3 — 8 —_ —_ s - —
Preserved Cream .. 2 —_ 2 a — 2 - —
Vinegar s & 1 - 1 F2 -— -— 5 i1
Olive Oil i r 2 —_ 2 — — - A s
Baking Powder i 1 — 1 — —_ —_ S =
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SANITARY SURVEYOR'S DEPARTMENT.

I am indebted to Mr. Chart for subjoined information :—
SEWAGE DisposaL,

The Sewage Works at Byegrove Road, Mitcham, have
been working to their utmost capacity and the Council have
given much consideration to the scheme submitted to them
for remodelling the works in the light of modern research. It
is due no doubt to the fact that the supply of horse manure is
limited by the introduction of motor traffic, that for the first
time for many years there has been a demand for pressed
sludge, and a considerable quantity has been dispatched by
rail, and a small price obtained for it.

NEW STREETS AND BUILDINGS.
The following Table sets out in detail the plans deposited
for New Streets and Buildings during the year.

| L, 5
| New Pulblie Motor | Other | R
| Strects, | Bldgs. | 08| gneds. | Bldgs, [ Tol8l: e
s 2 ¢
Addington  ..| .. o 9 it o 15
Beddington ‘ i s 58 10 | g 95 | 123
Coulsdon 7 s 1 32 2 15 50 72
Mitcham .ivl| 3 2 274 4 30 313 | 150
Sanderstead o e ié 14 10 2 26 59
Wallington i - i 48 5 11 64 62
Woodmansterne e 2 i 2 4 10
Totals 3 3 4350 31 93 860 | 476

As showing the progress of developement in the district
the following are the totals for previous years :—

1905-5 1900
1906-7 = 2281
1907-8 1194
1908-9 i 881
1909-10 ... 921
1910-11 ... hois 877
1911-12 ... 845
1912-18 ... 521

1918-14 ... 476
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MARING UP OF PRIVATE STREETS,

The Council have, during the year, made up seven streets
in the District, involving the service of many hundreds of
notices, and the execution of works to the value of £7,151.
The following is a list of the streets completed :—

(ovrspox,—

Warren Road.
Downs Court Road.

Mrrtoaam. —

Melrose Avenue.
Birdhurst Road.
Clive Road.
Warren Road.
Boundary Road.

In addition ‘to the above, the making up of Park Hill
Road, Wallington, is in hand.

INSPECTORS' WORK.

SUMMARY OF INSPEcTORS' WORK FOR THE YEAR 1914,

Inspectors,

White Fayne Rabbetts Parker Total

Total number of visits paid... ...2259 2859 8889 2252 10200
Number of complaints received and

investigated ... ... 208 68 91 67 484

Number of premises inspected . 427 B8O 978 1094 2874
Number of nuisances discovered ... 820 190 479 698 1682
Number of nuisances abated without
report ... . 816 185 880 496 13827
5 »  after report..., 4 60 105 66 225
Preliminary notices served ... ... 174 164 280 889 957
Legal notices served... R 20 89 23 86
Notices followed by legal proceedings — — —  _

CraracTER oF Work Doxg—
Houses dealt with under the Housing

of the Working Classes Acts ... —  — 8 — 8
Houses inspeeted under the Housing

and Town Planning Act ... 20 75 106 80 981
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Housesrepaired and cleansed generally

Ventilation of houses improved ...

Overcrowding abated

Defective roofs repaired

Houses under-pinned (damp proof
course inserted; or damp walls
remedied i

Eaves guttering renewed or repaired

Water-closets renewed or repaired ...

Water-elosets provided with water
for flushing purposes

Privies orearth-closets re- Gnnstruﬂted

improved or abolished . e
Houses supplied with water frnm the
main ; : =
Water_cisterns or tanks eleansed or
covered ...
Yards of houses paved with impervious
material ...

Paving of yards repaired

Floors of seulleries paved or repaired
Ashpits or dustbins provided
Additional w.c. provided

Cesspools abolished or filled up
Cesspools eleansed or emptied
Houses at which drains were tested

Houses at which drains were found
defective...

Houses at which drains were re-con-
structed or new provided

Houses at which drains were cleansed,
ventilated, trapped or repaired

Number of drain tests in course
of work done under the two
previous lheadings 2

Houges at which inspection echambers
in drains were provided

Stables pruviderl with drainage

White

81
3
3

16

17
10
61

6

68

86

Inspectors.
‘Payne Rabbetts Parker Totasl

53
6

3
29

40
14
12

35
15

85

110
o3

82

12

80

45

o

118
8

]

49

26
47
23

63

23
27
b8

37
77

88

18

175

20

107
1

il
a9

88
18
22

65

864
18
16

183

121
89
118

83

16

89

123
71
239

10
118
188

95

26

878

174

18
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Inspectors.

White I'ayns l{ah!mtw Parker Total

Premises at which animals im-

properly kept were removed ... — 3 8 6
Number of inspections of food exposed
for sale ... L7 .o 809 98 126 70
Urinals cleansed or mpaued e il 2 8 12
* Smoke nuisances abated ... avh e — 8 —
Offensive accumulations removed ... 14 16 67 25
Piggeries repaired and improved ... 2 1 8 18
Infective houses disinfected and
cleansed ... anar T 91 165 58

Number of visits to infective houses... 126 229 172 188

Number of visits to dairies and milk-
BlopE e e T s 10 e B

Number of complaints as to un-
cleanliness and negleet of regu-
lations ... = bepteh ol 3 4 —_

Number of visits to sla,ughtm]muses 60 66 91 85

Number of complaints as to un-
cleanliness AT | 1 4 -—

Number of visits to bakehouses ... 83 26 40 25
Number of complaints as to un-

cleanliness s Sl - C — —_ —_
Number of wvisits to butchera and
fishmongers’ shops ... ... 812 68 126 69

Number of drains opened up for
examination {Eectiun 41, P.H.A,,
1876) - s : : e — 2 2 20

Manare pits pmwded or 1epaued P 2 1 1
Unsound food destroyed includes :—194 lbs. fish, 282 lbs. meat.

ArTicLeEs DISINFECTED.

January 626 July - . 843
February 798 August ... 998
March o 797 September s 867
April . ik 872 October... s 980
May ... g 760 November waes 1,200
June .., 880 December a76

10,697

17

481
660
461

1% ]
252

174

675

24
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ISOLATION HOSPITAL.

The Isolation Hospital, which is situated at Beddington
Corner, Mitcham Junction, is the Joint Hospital for the
Croydon Rural and Merton Urban District Councils, and was
opened for the reception of patients at the beginning of
March, 1899, since which date 4,780 patients have been
admitted.

Accommodation—At the time the Hospital was first
opened, the population of the district being about 28,000, it
was thought that it would be sufficient if accommodation was
provided for 28 patients, viz., 10 Scarlet Fever cases, 10 Diph-
theria cases, 4 Typhoid Fever cases, and 4 beds for observation
puUrposes.

The Shortage of beds, however, became more pronounced
in each succeeding year, and in 1905, a very considerable
enlargement took place by the addition of a Scarlet Fever
pavilion of 22 beds. The hand laundry was also converted
into a steam laundry, and some additional dormitory
accommodation was provided in the Administrative Block.

Owing to the great pressure which was placed upon the
resources of the Hospital, and to the many occasions on which
the Hospital was overcrowded, it was deemed essential that
there should be a further enlargement, and in 1910, plans
were passed for an extension to include a cubicle block for
12 patients, and also quarters for a Resident Medical Officer.
This extension was opened in November, 1910,

Staff.—The Staff of the Hospital consists of—

1 Resident Medical Officer. 7 Bervants.

1 Matron. 6 Wardmaids.

1 Asgistant Matron. 1 Seamstress.

18 Nurses. 2 Gardeners,

8 Laundresses. Porter and Portress.

2 Engineers.
























TABLE III.—Causes of, and ages at, Death during 1918,

1 Deaths at the subjolned ages of Deaths at all ages of all “Residents ™ II:I::IUD“;IM
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Measles .. e dis o -4 [ 1 Lileass il ¥ : D] (e 4] | Ce e ik
Bearlet Fever .. i e | I | [ T R 1 aik e | B B il R el (s R i i
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Cancer, malignant disease .. F TR e (e (R 1| |29] 325 )8L]) .. Tl1B|B1| 413 1 4 8
Rhenmatic Fever ik P (1 [ [ % 1 1 2 1 il [ |l 1 Bl i e 1 E o
Meningitis (See note (d) ) o (R e el T R SR e o ST | S R e (S R B ! i
Organic Heart Disense. . oo N . 1 1] 1| 4| 49142 1117| 6| 82| 6|13 1 41 10
Bronchitis o e AT 10 B 1] .| X s Tl28] 8| 4| 2 (82 .. ] & - 6 fi
Pneumonia (all forms} o 41 |10 4| &|..| 2| 9| 6| €] .. | 4| B{28] 1| 4] 1 5 .
Other Diseases of Respivatory ﬂrgsns 1T [ e N (SO R B G [ [ - 3 S B R [ ) s 1| 1 1 1
Diarrhea and Enteritis (See note l:e] } 4 119 | &) -n | L] aa || snlos oo | 2] 12121} aa| 1| us 0 i
Appendicitis and Typhlitis .. L (Bl B W S 1N I (- (i A (6 i o
Cirrhosis of Liver o e Al [ B | S | e ) | e e e | e 1 B s 4
Aleoholism . e I (e SRR | el | s i Al R A (SREip! | P B [ -+ o
Nephritis and Brrghts Disease BN SE e | s e R R ] ] B 18 45
Puerperal Fever ; ) 1 B [ [ (A 1| 1 s e [ER et o
Other accidents and diseases off
Pregnancy and Parturition.. o bl R e e R ] s 4 o Llww ] 3 . .
Congenital Debility and \{almrnmt.mn.
incluoding Premature Birth .. ..] 49 ] 49 R (T e |an ] ee o an | B TIBE| n | 4] .. s E
Violent Deaths, ex*luding Buicides ..J18] .. | .. | 4| 2| 2| 2 6| 3] ..| 2| 4|10 2 (I A,
Buicides A sl Al e ] e 3 NS | b (5 (] e R e i
Other Defined Diseases o Les] 8. | 8] 6| 1|18 |87 | 6L 2|11 |24 |67 5|2 1 88 1
Dizeases ill-defined or unknown .. 64 | 14 B lius I 2 2|88 2 ] 6| 27 210 1 i
Total .. & ki 574 126 | 26 | 29 | 20 (30| 98 (120 (221 ] 11 | 79 |84 |BT4 | 25 | 90| 11 | 177 40
Sub-Entries included in above figures,
(a) Cerebro-spinal Meningitis ..J 1| 1| .. | oo | oo | o0 | on | s P I (S e B R e i F
g} Poliomyelitis .. ] i R |\l (el (Seaed] Mt |ttt [l [ B W L] TR = " R
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{a) All " Transferable Deaths™ of residents, i.e., of persons resident in the District who have died outside it,
are to be included with the other deaths in columns 2-10. Transferablo deaths of non-residents, i.e.,
of ﬁwa resident elsewhere in England and Wales who have died in the District, are in like manner

excluded from these columns. For the precise meaning of the term *‘transferable deaths,” see
footrmt.a to Table I.

The total deaths in column 2 of Table ITI. should equal the figures for the year in column 12 of Table I

{b) All deaths occurring in institutions for the sick and infirm situated within the district, whether of residents
or of non-residents, are to bo entered in the last column of Table IIL

{c) All denthﬁ. eartified by registered Medieal Pract tioners nnd all Inquest cases are to be classed as "“Certified ;"
all other deaths are to be regarded as * Uncertified.”

{d) Exclusive of * Tuberculous Menmg;t.ls (10), but inclusive of Cerebro-spinal Meningitis.

(¢) Title 19 should be used for deaths from Diarrhoa and Enteritis at all ages. (In the *&hort List" deaths
from Diarrhosa and Enteritis under 2 years are included under Title 19; those at 2 years and over being
placed under Title 28.)
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TABLE IV.—Infantile Mortality during the Year 1914.

Deaths from stated Causes in Weeks and Months under

One Year of Age.

15 I IR L .n!mi.“c:'} Totals
21512 4120 2 2 2 Denine
CAUSE OF DEATH. o = ols 5}":5 under
o ol el ol =)
EOITOE T o
bt | =i |23 |2 =l |30 150 [
| Certified S : 1800 2| 6| 7| 45 [21(31 8|21] 124
All eauses | ) Uneertified . - AL it il e i. o
Small Pox .. = . I . ll .
Ghiﬂkﬂll PD?: - 8w safleans waule ':' s -
jiﬂeasiﬂs F o 3 frs N ] cufin]as i
Bearlet Fever e i ks ) T L2
Whooping Cough .. = = A ; 1! 1 1}.. 3
Diphtheria and Croup .. oy : 1 1f.|..0 21 3
Erysipelas .. . . 5 asfonleefsifen 3 O B s
{Tuh&rculuus Meningitis .. : M E | Loefs. 1
Abdominal Tubereulosis .. = 4 ) o ) 2
lﬂ!rhm Tuberculous Diseases e N R B 2
Meningitis (not Tuberculous) .. . B P e e 1
Convulsions = i o b 108 I [ | S 4
Laryngitis .. i - 5o & B e BEEER (= TR P S .
Bronchitis .. : P : Ll 1]23..l44 10
Pneumonia (all imms,] e ‘ .11 1111814 10
[ Diarrheea .. . . . B b ol e 1 5
| Enteritis .. i o ! 1 T 04 9 14
Gastritis .. .. o i okl habe el e 1
SypLilis .. i BN S ETI B 3
Rickets . s o et O] O Lot 168 B o S O 1
Buffocation, uverl}mg 5 | ) ) A [ I ) M | P 1
Injury at Birth = 1 [ Bl 1
Atelectasis .. - A i 1 | i 1
Congenital Malformakions b 211 3i 9 gl 5
{Plematuru Birth ., .19 2 li 1] 25 l| : 24
Atrophy, Debility, and Marasmus Al el 31T i1 23
Other Causes .. i 4 1'[ 1 [ 4i bl. . 12
30| 2 ﬁ‘ 7l 45 k131 si| 126

Nett Births in the year—
Legitimate 1519.
Illegitimate 27.

Nett Deaths in the year of—
Legitimate infants 117,
Illegitimate infants 9.
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INFECTOUS DISEASE during 19214.

Showing Disease; also place and month of incidence

TYPHOID FEVER.
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(e e e i el S Al e - | e IS S
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ANTHRAX.
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FACTORY AND WORKSHOP ACT, 1901.

The title of this Act is “ An Act to consolidate with
amendments the Factory and Workshop Acts.”

At the end of the year the number of Factories and
Workshops on the Register numbered 276, which is 13 more
than last year. All Factories, Workshops and Workplaces
are frequently visited, and attention has been paid to main-
taining them in such a condition as to comply with the
requirements of the Act,

During the year 545 inspections were made and in 65 in-
stances, nuisances or irregularities were found, which were all
remedied. In only 29 cases was it necessary to serve a written
notice.

FacroriEs aAND WORKSHOPS.
No. oF

TravEs FaCToMIES, WoRESHOPS, TorAL EMPLOYEES,
Liaundries i [ R . cinr 7 B0 e D42
Cycle Works ... 2 SR | e 10 . 45
Carriage Makers and

Wheelwrights k 1 b G 20
Distilleries and Iissential

Oils 1 2 3 T
Printing 4 3 7 w00
Brickmaking : 2 1 8 sia . B0
Carpenters and Builders 4 18 22 . 99
Shoeing Forges vie = 16 16 R
Dressmaking — 20 . 20 a7
Bakeries 3 vew B . 52 81
Harness Making Son - — 4 - 4 4
Bootmaking & Repairing — 25 25 e i
Bottle Washing & Marine

Stores v — 5 5 s 10
Snuff Mills ... . 1 s = 1 1

Buff, Parchment, and
Chamois Leather, Patent
Leather and Degreasing 8 1 4 oo 14T







































