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Crayfbrd Urban District Council.

To the Chairman and Members of the Urban Didtrict
Council and Health Committee.

Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,

| have the honour to submit the Annual Report
for the yvear 1948 in view of the fact that Dr. M. A. G.
Ward, who was the Medical Officer of Health during this
period, has now resigned on taking up his appointment as
an Area Medical Officer of the Kent County Council

The vital statistics for the year under review are
satisfactory and would lead one to believe that conditions
of life in the Urban District are, generally, conducive to
the health and longevity of its citizens. For examplei
the Death Rate at 7.5 per 1,000 of the population com-
pares favourably with the Death Rate of 10.8 for the
whole of England and Wales, a state of affairs which
has been noted, annually, during past years. The Infant
Mortality Rate, that sensitive index of social conditions,
at 19.9 per 1,000 live births is the lowest ever recorded
in the area. The Birth Rate at 18.4, although lower than
the rate of 22 per 1,000 during 1947, has shiown only
minor variations during the past 25 years and has con-
sistently been above the general level for the country as
a whole. During the year there were ho deaths of
mothers as a result of childbirth and a maternal mor-
tality rate of nil may be regarded as an indication that
ante-natal and midwifery services in the locality are
satisfactory.

During 1948, also, there was only one case of
diphtheria, the first to occur since 1942—a very re~
markable record and one which may not be unconnected
with the success of the immunisation campaign.

There were also no 'deaths due to measles or
whooping cough, the number of deaths in the previous
vear being 1 and 3 respectively and there were, further,
no deaths from infantile diarrhoea which is one of the
reasons for the low Infant Mortality Rate.
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Births.

The 501 live births notified showed a decrease
of 82 compared with last year's figure. The birth rate
per 1,000 of the population is 18.4 as against 22 last year.
The birth rate for England and Wales was 17.9.

Deaths.

This year we recorded 205 Deaths out of a popu-
lation of 27,190, representing a Death rate of 7.5 as
against 10.2 in 1947. The Death rate for England and
Wales was 10.8. ¢

Infant Deaths.

During the year only 10 infants died before reach-
ing the age of one year.

Rate of Infant Deaths under one vyear, per 1,000
live births was 19.9 as against 36 last year. That of
England and Wales was 34.

Analysis of the causes of Death of Infants at various
ages under one year.
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Acute Purulent Bronchitis 1 1
Broncho Pneumonia 1 1 2 1 3
Congenital Heart Disease
Prematurity 1 1 1
Erythroblastosis Foetalis 1 1
Inanition, Prolonged
second stage 1 1 1
Meningitis 1 1
Microcephaly 1| 1 1
Syncope, Congenital
Morbus Cordis 1 1 1
3 ol 3]-2 6 (1| 2| 1| O}j10

Maternal Mortality.

No Deaths occurred during the year under this
heading.















Foster Children.
The senior Health Visitor is appointed Child Life
Protection Officer under the Public Health Act, 1936.

Children under nine years of age, who are nursed
for reward or gain, are visited periodically in theifr re-
spective homes.

The number of foster parents and nurse children
on the register are as follows (—

Number of persons receiving children under njne
yvears for reward :—

(a) At beginning of the year . J

(b) At the 5th July, 1948 b
Number of children :—

(a) At beginning of the year 3

(b) At the 5th July, 1948 T
Number of foster children who died —_
Number of inquests held -

Demestic Help.

~ This assistance was granted to families where there
was sickness or infirmity. Number of cases attended to
the 6th July, 1948, 43. Fourteen part-time staff wem '
employed to cover the home and domestic help schemes.

Nutrition and General Health Education.

Supplies of posters and leaflets on health matters
were received from the Central Council of Health Edu-
cation. Posters were displayed on the Council's hoard-
ings and leaflets distributed at the Council’s Clinics.

CIVIC AND INDUSTRIAL EXHIBITION.

A Civic and Industrial Exhibition was organised
by the Council during the week 14th and 21st February,
1948. The exhibition was a great sudcess and approx-
imately, seven thousand adults attended. In addition,
parties of school children visited the exhibition under the
supervision of their school teachers.

The display by the Council dealt primarily with
Public Health and Housing. A *“ Design of Houses'"
exhibition was on view.

The Health Department’'s exhibits included domi-
ciliary midwifery, showing a scale model room with
facilities for Gas and Air analgesia, ideal bathing amd cot
equipment for babies, improvised playing materials for
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toddlers, and models and posters demonstrating safety in
the home. Diphtheria immunisation technique was dis-
playved. A room in the Health Department was devoted
to the varying aspects of life in a day nursery.

The Sanitary Section of the Health Departmént
included food inspection, disinfestation, disinfection, ﬂnd
smoke abatement.

An item which proved of great interest to thie
younger visitors was the section on rodent control which
included actual specimens of the virious household pests.

United Dairies provided a display stand emphas-
ising the necessity for the proper cleansing of milk bottles
before return. It may be significant that during the year
only one complaint has been received regarding the con-
dition of a milk bottle.

Other exhibitors were as follows - —

Kent County Council, Post Office Savings Bank,
National Fire Service, Co-operative Education Depart=«
ment, Public Utilities and the Crayford Industries.

A fine spirit of co-operation was shown by all the
exhibitors and the tastefully arranged stands were both
educational and attractive.

LABORATORY FACILITIES.

The following specimens were sent to the County
Laboratory from the District :—

Swabs 27
Sputa LR | |
Others 6
Milk Bat:tre.rmlﬂglcal 2
Water, Public Supplies 2
Swimming Bath 8

Total 150

AMBULANCE FACILITIES.
Infectious Disease.

Cases of Infectious Disease were removed to the
Bow Arrow Hospital by the Ambulance in mnmctum
with that institution. .
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Non-Infectious Diseases.

The Council had an arrangement for the hire of
an ambulance for removal of cases to hospital with the
Crayford Division of the St. John Ambulance Brigade,
Bexley Borough Council, London County Council, Dart-
ford Public Assistance Committee, Sidcup Urban Dis-
trict Council,

PUBLIC MORTUARY.

The Public Mortuary maintained by the Council 15
situated to the left of the Town Hall Buildings.

The Mortuary was in use on 6 occasions.

CONTROL OVER INFECTIOUS DISEASE.

Diphtheria Immunisation.

Continuous propaganda was carried on as in pre-
vious vears. The results of the work is reflected in the
high percentage of Children immunised, and in the fact
that only one case of Diphtheria has occurred in the area
since 1942.

Children are now immunised at the age of 8
months, receiving two injections of A.P.T. with an interval
of four weeks between them. A further injection 15 gwen
at the age of 5 years.

The total number wof children immunised during
the half-year was as follows :(—

Under 5 years of age ... 3 272
Children receiving a further injection at the
age of b years 164

The percentage of Child population Immunised at
the end of the year cannot be given, as figures are nof
available,

The number of children considered immunised at
the end of 1947, was as follows :(—

Under b vears Y8 per cent.
Over 5 and under 15 years 89 per cent.
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Tuberculosis.

New Cases Deaths
Age riods : Non- - Non-

pe ERespiratory Respisaiony Respiratory Respiratoby
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Totals 20 | 11 5 : o REt 1 1

Tuberculesis Dispensaries,
At Overy Street, Dartford and Bexley Road, Erith

Scabies. '* | §

Two sessions were held per week at the Council's
Cleansing Station at the Town Hall. Children and adults
received treatment which consisted of bathing and the
application of Benzyl Benzoate. Patients were instructed
regarding the treatment of bedding and personal clothing.

Cases notified 6.

Venereal Diseases.

Under the auspices of the Ministry of Health and
Central Council for Health Education posters were dis-
plaved in the area throughout the year.

107 blood specimens for Wasserman testing were
taken at the Ante-Natal Clinic, all of which proved
negative,

Venereal Disease Clinic.
This was held at the County Hospital, West Hill,
Dartford.

Gifts.

35 layettes were distributed through 1l:h1:-': Women's
Voluntary Service in addition to wcot quilts, woollen
clothing and rubber teats. |
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INSPECTION AND SUPERVISONI OF FOOD.
Food.

The following samples of food were submitted
fcr examination and analysis during the year :—

Tinned Minced Beef Loaf—reported to contain
2,400 parts iron and 206 part tin per million—Unfit for
food. The remainder of the consignment, 27 tins were
surrendered by the retailer. Beef Suet—reported on as
being affected with fat necrosis.

Complaint was received regarding the presence of
foreign matter in a cake. The manufacturer's attention
was drawn to the matter.

Ice Cream.

Two samples of Ice Cream were submitted for
analysis under the lce Cream (Heat Treatinent) Regu-
lations. .

One from a local manufacturer was reported on

as Grade 1 and ene from an outside manufacturer as
Grade 4. ‘

In the case of the Grade 4 sample arrangeiments
were being made to take samples at the manufadgturer's
premises, in course of transit and at the retailer's prem-
ises,

In the case of places like Crayford where so much
of the Ice Cream sold is manufactured outside the dis-
trict it is often difficult to obtain samples early enough
to get them delivered to the Laboratory the same day.

Milk.
~ The following Licences were issued under the
Milk (Special Designation) Orders :(—

Principle Licences :(—
Pasteurised milk 4.
Supplementary Licences :—
Pasteurised milk 6.
Tuberculin tested milk 6.

Meat and Other Foods.

During the year a total of 1 ton, 1 cwt. 2 qtrs.

14 lbs. of food was found to be unfit for human con~
sumption.
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Classification is shown below :—
Tons Cwts. Qtrs. Lbs.

Meat
Fish
Fruit

Miscellaneous

Total

6 3 23

3 — 14

- 5 10

10 — 23

1 1 2 14

FOOD AND DRUGS ACT, 1938.

Details of Samples taken by the Kent Countw
Sampling Officers within the Urban District of Crayford
during the year ended 31st December, 1948.

Articles
Aspirin Tablets
Barley Flour
Batter Flour
Beef Sausage
Beef Sausage Meat

(Preserved)
Beef Suet
Benzoic Tablets
Camphorated 0il
Cheese
Children's Tonic
Coconut Tines
Cod Liver 0Oil
Coffee

Coffee and Chicory ‘

Essence
Cooking Fat
Dried Parsley
Fish Paste
Gin
Ground Ginger

Home-made Butters ...

Honey

Ice Cream Raspb-errg.r. |

Jam

Lemon Barley - Wate:t.'. :

Lemon Squash
Liquid Paraffin
Liquorice Menthol

Aniseed Lozengers

No. of
Samples

0D =t b

e e DO DD e

B bt = DD e s G e e
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Articles
Liquorice Powder
Malt Vinegar
Meat Soup
Milk
Milk Caramels
Milk of Magnesia

Tablets
Olive Oil
Pearl Barley
Pickles
Rum
Saccharin
Salad Cream
Self-Raising Flour
Syrup of Figs
Tea ;
Throat Tablets
Tincture of lodine

Tincture of Quinine ...

Tomato - Sauce
Tonic Wine
Whale Meat
Whisky

White Pepper
Whole Groats

No. of

Samples

£

B

2
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All samples genuine with the exception of the
following :—

loe Cream Raspberry (Soft Drink). Objection was taken
to the use of the description of ‘Ice Cream.' Ar-
ticle now sold as ‘ Raspberryade.’

Home-made Butters (Sweets). Total Fat 0.8 per cent.,
possibly containing some butter.
Manufacturers interviewed and advised of require-
ments. Article nmow sold As ‘Old Fashioned
Toffee.

Salmon and Shrimp Paste. Fish approximately H4 per
cent. 228 per cent. deficient in fish content.
Manufacturers notified. Further samples to be
taken.

Jersey Milk. 5.0 per cent deficient in fat.
Pasteurised Milk. 6.7 per cent. deficient in fat.

T.T. Milk. 3.3 per cent. deficient in fat.
No action. Further samples were taken an found
to be genuine.

Leef Sausage. 30 per cent. deficient in meat.
Proceedings taken. Fine £2. Costs £2 2s. 0d.
Total £4 2s. 0d.

leef Sausage. 24 per cent. deficient in meat.
Proceedings taken. Fine £2. Costs £2 2s. 0d..
Total £4 2s. 0d.

The Control of Rodents and other Pests.

During the year the following infestations were
dealt with :—

Rats 207, Crickets 64, Miscellaneous 12, Wasps 6,
Ants 23, Woodworm 40.

HOUSING STATISTICS.

(D) Inspection of Dwelling-Houses.

(1) Total number of dwelling-houses mspected
for housing defects (under Public Health
or Housing Acts)

% ( 23
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Number of inspections made for that
purpose ... 1480

(2) Number of dwelling-houses (included under
sub-heading (1) above which were inspected
and recorded under the Housing Consoli
dated Regulations, 1925 and 1932 205

Number of inspections made for that
purpose e 144

(3) Number of dwelling-houses found to be in
a state so dangerous or injurious to health
as to be anfit for human habitation ... 9

(4) Number of dwelling-houses (exclusive of
those referred to under the preceding sub-
heading) found mnot to be in all respects
reasonably fit for human habitation ... 483

(2> Remedy of defects during the year without Service
of formal Notices.

Number of defective dwelling-houses rendered
fit in consequence of informal action by
Local Authority or their Officers vie A5G

(3) Action under Statutory Powers during the year.

Statutory Notices under Housing or Public
Health Acts ... 16

1 (3) Number of dwelling-houses in respect
of which demolition orders were made 9

Number of dwelling-houses demolished in pur-
suance of demolition orders 1

Total number of houses owned by Local

Authority oo 1460
Number of new houses built during the year :—

(a) by the Local Authority .. 1068

(b) by other bodies or persons ... 44
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(4 Housing Act, 1936, Part 1V.—Overcrowding.

Whilst it is known from the particulars supplied
by housing applicants that overcrowding does exist it is
impossible to state the extent of such overcrowding,

Only when a proper survey is carried out will the
extent of overcrowding be revealed.

The attention of the Housing Department was
drawn to seven cases of overcrowding amongst housing’
applicants,

Notice under Section 66 of the Housing Act, 1936,
was served on the occupier of a house, who was guilty
of an offence under the Act. The overcrowding was sub-
sequently abated.,

SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA.

Water.

The supply to the Crayford district is a mixture
of water from Bexley, Crayford, Dartford, Darenth,
Deptford, Wansunt and Wilmington wells and River
Thames filtered water from Walton works. All the:
water 1s chlorinated before it leaves the works.

Bacteriological analyses were made five times per
week of all supplies and consistently satisfactory results
were obtained. In the case of Bexley, Dartford, Darenth,
Deptford, Wansunt and Walton filtered water was also
tested before chlorination, but owing to the conditions
of treatment at the other stations this is not possible.

~ All new and repaired mains were chlorinated before
being restored to use and samples of water from them
tested bacteriologically.

None of the supplies was plumbo solvent.

Two samples of well water taken by the Sanitary
Inspectors were sent for bacteriological examination.
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One was found to be satisfactory and in the other
case where repeated samples were proving unsatisfactory

arrangements were made to connect the premises to the
M.W.B. supply.

Water Supply.

Extensions to the mains of the Metropolitan Water
Board at Housing Schemes No. 20 (Martens Avenue Cul-
de-Sac), and No. 29 (Maiden Lane—Cray Close) were
carried out. :

Drainage and Sewerage. .

‘In a number of cases minor defects were discov-
cred in sewers and drains during the course of sewer
maintenance treatments for rodent infestations and steps
were immediately taken to have these put right.

A number of defective drains were also discovered
in areas where bombing incidents had occurred and one
is left wondering to what extent damage to house drains
does exist.

Rivers and Streams.

The normal annual maintenance work was carried
cut on the ditches, water-ways, and rivers, in the district.

Closet Accommodation.

Approximate number of premises containing each
type of sanitary convenience in the district :—

W.C's. into drainage system 8547
W.C’'s. into Cesspools 14
Earth Closets or privy middens ... 4
Pail Closets 9
Number of premises not connected to public
water supplies 2

Public Cleansing.

A seven day collection of refuse was maintajned
under the same system as previously.



Sanitary Ins:per;t?pn of the ﬂ.r_ga.

No. of No. of No. of
visits in | faults and|faults and
1948 defects defects
found remedied

No. in
. district
Bakehouses ... 1
Dairies e, 3
Other food - preparing
places, which are, as
such, subject to in-
spection ... 41

= & DO e

6 0 0
28 0 0
571 6 4

Nuisances and defects remedied during the year (other
than those enumerated in the previous tabulation).

Overcrowding el Reofs and Rain Water
Sanitary Accommodation : Pipes ... 210
Defective i 110 Floors ias,. DS
Drainage : Walls and Ceilings ...1306
(1) Repaired i Windows & Ventilation 400
(il Cleansed e 203 Baths, Lavatory Basins
Refuse Receptacles ... 31 .and Sinks o 44
Dampness SR - Water Supplies o
“ Total number of visits of all kinds paid by
Inspectors during the year .. 4908
Approximate number of separate premises in
area 8,800
Notices served :—
Statutory 16
Informal 483
Number of houses, etc., disinfected 70

Swimming Pool.

Period open from the 15th May, to the 12th Sep-
tember. Number of bathers 29,782, This figure does
not include schools which used the Swimming Pool out-

side normal hours.

Shops Adcts.

Visits made during the year 133,



Warning was given to one shopkeeper in relation to
an offence within the meaning of the provisions of the
Shops Acts.

Emoke Abatement.

A complaint was received concerning emission of
smoke from a joinery works caused by the burning of
wood waste. The owners are now disposing of the wood
waste for manufacturing purposes, and are using steam
coal or coke, with the result that the nuisance has now
been abated.

Eradication of the Bed Bug.

Particulars of the action taken in 1948 for the
eradication of the Bed Bug are as follows :—

Number of Infested Disinfested
Council Houses 25 25H
Other Houses 1 g !

Prescribed particulars on the administvation of the
Factories Act, 1937.

1. Inspections for purposes of provisions, as to health

(including inspections made by Sanitary Inspectors).

Mumber of

Premises Number Dccupigﬁ
. on Written prose-
(1) Register | Inspections | notices cute
(2) (3) (4) (5)

(i) Factories in which
Sections 1, 2, 3, 4 and
6 are to be enforced
by Local Authorities 26 36 0 0

(ii) Factories not included
in (i) in which Section
7 is enforced by the
Local Authority 59 63 - 0 0

(ii1) Other Premises in
~ which Section 7 is en-
forced by Local Autho-
rity (excluding out-
workers' premises) 13 19 0 0

TOTAL 98 120 0 0
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