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Table showing Summary of Causes of Death registered
during the year ended 31st December, 1947.

CAUSES OF DEATH. Male | Female

1. Typhoid and Paratyphoid Fevers — —
2. Cerebrospinal fever - . — —
3. Scarlet fever ... — -—
4. Whooping cough g — —
5. Diphtheria ... e ses — —
6. Tuberculosis of respiratory s}fstﬁ'.m 8 8
7. Other form of tuberculosis 1 2
8. Syphlitic diseases — —
9. Intluenza 2 1
10. Measles . -— -
11. Acute Polmln},rehm aml Pulmcncephalmﬁ -—_ —
12. Acute Infantile encaphaltis = =
18. Cancer of buccal cavity and uesuphagua (M) ...

Uterus (I) ius " 5
14. Cancer of stomach and ‘duodenum 8 2
16. Cancer ol breast 2 e 2
16. Cancer of all other sites 18 6
17. Diabetes 4 s -
18. Intracranial vascular lesmns 9 16
19. Heart disease 41 43
20. Other diseases of c1rcu1amr}r syﬁtem 2 3
21. Bronchitis 9 5
22. Pneumonia® ... 4 4
23. Other respiratory dlseases 1 1
24, Ulcer of stomach or duodenum 2 =
2h. Diarrhoea under 2 years 4 2
26. Appendicitis <t 5 2 —
27. Other digestive dtseasﬂs s 3 2
28, Nephritis : - 1 5
29. Puerperal and post- ahu:rlwc 5ep51s — —
30. Other maternal causes s 1
31. Premature birth : : 4 2
32. Congenital malformation, htrth m]urms, infant

disease b e 3
33. Suicide 1 1
34. Road traffic acmdem 1 =
36. Other violent causes 3 3
36. All other causes 14 [

All causes Total 147 124

Population.

As will be seen from the summary of statistics the
Registrar General has estimated the population for the
mid-year 1947 to be 26,610. This is an increcase of 830

over last year's figure.




Births.

The 583 live births notified is an increase of only
17 compared with last vear’s figure. The birth rate per
1,000 of the population is 22 the same as last year. The
birth rate for England and Wales 1s 20.5.

Deaths.

This year we recorded 271 Deaths out of a popu-
lation of 26,610, representating a Death rate of 10.2 as
against 9.7 in 1946.

Infant Deaths.

During the year 21 infants died before reaching
the age of one year.

Rate of Infant Deaths under one vear, per 1,000
live births is 36 as against 37 last year. That of Eng-
land and Wales 41.

Analyses of the causes of Death of Infants at various
ages under one year.
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Asphyxia 1]| 1
Congenital Heart Disease 1 1
Congenital Morbus Cordis 1 1 1
Erythroblastosis Foetalis 1 1 1
Gastro Enteritis 2 2 1 3
Icterus Graves Neonatorum| 1 1 1
Infective Hepatitis 1 1
Peritonitis 1 1 1
Pneumonia 1 1 2 1 2 5
Prematurity 6 6 6
101 21 1| 1]} 14 291 29 20 31

Maternal Mortality.

One Death occurred during the year under this
heading.






The erection of a pram shelter has been under
consideration, but it was not possible with existing re-
strictions to carry the proposed plans to completion.

As a temporary measure an open lean-to roof at
one end of the building was provided with a concrete
ramp so that it could be used as a sheltier, but this is
unsiatisfactory and inadequate, and the permanent scheme
should be completed as soon as possible.

Adverse comment has been made both by thie
public and Council regarding the existing Slade Green
Clinic premises. Efforts have been made over many
months to obtain part use of the unoccupied Children's
Nursery building, but nothing has materialised to date
owing to complicated negotiations of various bodies con-
cerned in the property.

Home Helps.

The Council's Home Help Scheme provides the
services of women to undertake Domestic duties for
confinements cases.

Number of cases attended 35.

In order to make full use of staff engaged for
Home and Domestic Help services it has been found
advantageous to combine the two sections of employees
thus simplifying the working of the Home Help Service.

Staff employed at the end of the year 14 part-time.

Maternity Cases.

The Council accept financial responsibility for
patients recommended to the Kent County Council Hos-
pitals. Admission is restricted to cases where compli-
cations are likely to occur or where home conditions are
unsuitable for a confinement.

Number of cases recommended during the year 97.

Day Nursery.

Shenstone Nursery accommodates sixty children.
The number of attendances during the year was 11,913.
['his is an increase of 1,301 on the previous vear's figures.
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At the end of the vear there were 69 children on
the register and also a long waiting list.

A boundry fence has been erected in the grounds
making control of the children less arduous. The Nur-
sery has also been redecorated internally.

Priority.

Priority Dockets for sheets are available for ex-
pectant mothers being confined in their own homes. 314
dockets have been issued during the year to 136 women.

Care of Premature Infants.

Daily visits are paid commencing immediately on
discharge from hospital, and in the case of home con-
finements as soon as the Midwife has left the case, and
continue until the child is one month old.

Two sets of equipment including Draughit-proof
Cots, Blankets, Hot Water Bottles, Cot Mattress, Pillows,
and Electric Blanket, are available for use in the District.

The total number of premhature babies notified
who were born —
(a) At Home 15.
(b) In Hospital 24.

(i) The number of those born at home :—

(a) Who were nursed entirely at home 15.
(b) Who died during the first 24 hours 2.
(c) Who survived at the end of one month 13.

(ii) The number of those born in Hospital :—

(a) Who died during the first 24 hours 3.
(b) Who survived at the end of one month 20.

Total from 'lst January, 1947, to the 31st December,
1947, 39. This figure includes 13 outward transfers.

Care of Illegitimate Children.

Co-operation exists between the Staff of the Health
Department and the Moral Welfare Officer of the Roches-
ter Diocese. The Council have continued to make con-
tribution toward the maintenance of unmarried mothers
admitted to the Diocesan Homes.
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Maternity and Nursing Homes.

Of the 600 births, 377 occurred at institutions, of
these 198 at the Russell-Stoneham Memorial Hospital
and 85 at the Dartford County Hospital. '

Health Visiting.

Visits to children under one year o D,188
Visits to children between one and five vears 5,901
Visits to Expectant Mothers 297

Total 11,380

Ophthalmic and Orthopaedic Treatment.

Facilities are available for Ophthalmic and Ortho-
paedic treatment at the Dartford County Hospital.

Sixteen children attended for Ophthalmic treat-
ment, and twenty-four children made forty attendances
for Orthopaedic treatment.

Dental Treatment.

Twenty-one children received treatment at the

Kent County Council’s Clinic, Mayplace Road East,
Bexleyheath.

CHILD LIFE PROTECTION.
Adoption of Children (Regulation) Act, 1939,
Foster Children—Section 206—Public Health Act, 1936.

Visits to Adopted Children 218.
Number of adopted children on the register at
the end of the vear 53.

Number pending adoption 3.

Visits to Foster Children 47.

Number of children on the register at the end

of year 8.

The Senior Health Visitor is also the Child Life
Protection Officer, and her work in this connection is
greatly appreciated by the new parents.

She found no cause for complaint throughout the

year.
Domestic Help.

.. This assistance is granted to families where there
1s sickness or infirmity. Number of cases attended 7.
Most of the patients were of a chronic type.
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Nutrition and General Health Education.

Suppllies of posters and leaflets on health matters
have been received from the Central Council of Health
Education. Posters have been displayed on the Council's
hoardings and leaflets distributed at the Council's Clinics.

LABORATORY FACILITIES.

The following specimens were sent to the County
Laboratory from the Districti :—

Swabs : 41
Sputa e DB
Others Lo 00
Milk Bacteriological 04kl e
Water, Public Supplies e [
Swimming Bath A A
Ice Cream s

Total 122

AMBULANCE FACILITIES.

Infectious Disease.

Cases of Infectious Disease are removed to the Bow
Arrow Hospital by the Ambulance in connection with
that mstitution.

Non-Infectious Diseases.

The Council have an arrangement for the hire of
an ambulance for removal of cases to hospital with the
Crayford Division of the St. John Ambulance Brigade,
Bexley Borough Council, London County Oouncil, Dart-
ford Public Assistance Committee, Sidcup Urbamn Dis-
trict Council.

PUBLIC MORTUARY.

The Public Mortuary maintained by the Council is
situated to the left of the Town Hall Buildings. Number
of times used 12.

CONTROL OVER INFECTIOUS DISEASE

Diphtheria Immunisation.

Continuous propaganda has been carried on as in
previous vears. The results of the work is reflected i
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the high percentage of Children immunised, and in the
fact that no cases of Diphtheria have occurred in the area
since 1942.

Children are now immunised at the age of 8
months, receiving two injections of A.P.T. with an intervail
of four weeks between them. A further injection is given
at the age of 5 vears.

The total number of children immunised during
the vear is as follows :—

Under 5 vears of age ... h88
Over 5 years and under 15 46
634

.—

Children receiving & further injection at the
age of b years 120

Percentage of Child population considered Immun-
ised at the end of the year :(—

Under 5 vears 78 per cent.

Over 5 and under 15 years 89 per cent.

Notifiable Diseases (other than Tuberculosis) during the

Year.
Total Cases ad-
Disease cases mitted to | Deaths
notified | hospital
Small Pox i - Lo
Scarlet Fever ... T A 41 11
Diphtheria : — —_ -
Enteric Fever (including Parat:,rphmd}l — — -
Puerperal Pyrexia 5 «2 —
Pneumonia 15 4 —
Erysipelas 3 — —
Cerebrospinal Meningitis ... 1 1 —
Measles et 204 2 -
Whﬂopmg Cuugh s 82 1 —
Ophthalmia Neonatorium ... — — —
Dysentry 1 1
Scabies 41 — =
Poliomyelitis ... 4 2 e
Totals 397 24 =
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Tuberculosis.

New Cases Deaths

Age periods Respiratory Souy Respiratory N{.'n'
Respiratory Respiratory
M F M F | M F M F
0 =l S o SR AL (288 Ll | KA d
] 2 1 1 O -
15 B 12 1 — 1 4 | - 2
25 2 5 — 1 1 4 — —
35 4 1 — e 2 — i P
45 2 3 2 — 3 -_ —_ —
b5 1 — — — e = - i
66 and upwards 1 - -— = L _— — —
Totals 18 21 5 2 B 8 1 2

Tuberculosis Dispensaries.
At Overy Street, Dartford and Bexley Road, Erith.

Scabies.

Two sessions are held per week at the Council's
Cleansing Station at the Town Hall. Children and adults
receive treatment which consists of bathing and the appli-
of Benzyl Benzoate. Patients are instructed regarding
the treatment of bedding and personal clothing.

Cases notified 41
Cases and contacts treated 96

Venereal Diseases.

Under the auspices of the Ministry of Health and
Central Council for Health Education posters were dis-
played in the area throughout the vear.

175 blood specimens for Wasserman testing were
taken at the Ante-Natal Clinic, all of which proved
negative.

Venereal Disease Clinic.
At the County Hospital, West Hill, Dartford.

16



Gifts.

123 layettes have been distributed through the
Women's Voluntary Service in addition to ¢ot quilts,
woollen clothing and rubber teats.

INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD.
Milk.

Two samples of Pasteurised Milk from the same
retailer were submitted for analysis following complaints
regarding the keeping quality. Both reports were unsatis-
factory. As the Purveyor in question was selling a very
small quantity he decided to dispose of his round to one

of the larger Companies, and there was no need to pro-
ceed further in the matter.

One sample of milk sent for bacteriological exam-
ination was found to be free from Tuberculosis.

Fallowing complaints regarding faulty cleansing ot
milk bottles, representations were made to the Ministry
of Health and the Dairy Companies concerned urging
that greater publicity, by means of broadcasting if neces,
sary, should be given to the matter drawing Public
attention to the need for the speedy return of botules
properly rinsed out after use.

The folllowing Licences were issued under the
Milk (Special Designation) Orders :—

Principal Licences :—
Pasteurised milk 4.

Supplementary Licences :—

Pasteurised milk 6.
Tuberculin tested milk 6.

Milk Powder.

Two samples of milk powder used at a school can-
teen, one of whole powder and one from the residue af
powder which had already been made up, were submitted
for analysis. -

Both samples were found to be fit for use.
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The Control of Rodents and other Pests.

During the year the following infestations were
dLI:L]t '“rll.h —

Rats 235. Crickets 2. Miscellaneous 21.

HOUSING STATISTICS.

(1) Inspection of Dwelling-Houses.

(1) Total number of dwelling-houses inspected
for housing defects (under Public Health

or Housing Acts) R
Number of inspections made fnr that
purpose ... 2160

(2) Number of dwelling-houses (included under
sub-heading (1) above which were inspected
and recorded under the Hotsing Consoli-
dated Regulations, 1925 and 1932 30

Number of inspections made for that purpose 253

(3) Number of dwelling-houses found to be in
a state so dangerous or injurious to health
as to be unfit for human habitation ... D

(4) Number of dwelling-houses (exclusive of
those referred to under the preceding sub-
heading) found not to be in all respects
reasonably fit for human habitation ... 1400

(2). Remedy of defects during the year without Service
of formal Notices.

Number of defective dwelling-houses rendered
fit in consequence of informal action by
Local Authority or their Officers T - |

(3). Action under Statutory Powers during the year.

Statutory Notices under Hnusing or Public

Health Acts ... 28
1 (3) Number of dwelling- hnuses mn l‘ES-pECt
of which demolition orders were made 5

Number of dwelling-houses demolished in pur-
suance of demolition orders —-
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Total number of houses owned by Local

Authority 5 - .. 1297

Number of new houses built during the year :—
(a) by the Local Authority oy ok | 1
(b) by other bodies or persons ... PROER

(4). Housing Act, 1936, Part 1V.—Overcrowding.

Until an official survey is carried out it 1s difficult
to assess the extent of overcrowding and so long as the
present acute shortage of houses exists Section 59 must
necessarily remain dormant.

SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA.
W ater.

The supply to 'the Crayford district is a mixture
of water from Bexley, Crayford, Dartford, Darenth,
Deptford, Wansunt and Wilmington wells and River
Thames filtered water from Walton works. All the
water is chlorinated before it leaves the works.

Bacteriological analyses are made five times per
week of all supplies and consistently satisfactiory results
have been obtained. In the case of Bexley, Dartford
Darenth,. Deptford, Wansunt and Walton filtered the
water is also tested before chlorination, but owing to the
conditions of treatment at the other stations this is not
possible.

~ All new and repaired mains are chlorinated before
being restored to use and samplles of water from themn
are tested bacteriologically.

None of the supplies is plumbo-solvent.

Samples taken by the Sanitary Inspector from
two well supplies were found to be umsatisfactory A
repeat sample from one, following certain improvements
to the storage tank was found to be satisfactory.

In the other case suggested improvements to the
structure of the well are being carried out.
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Sanitary Inspection of the Area.

No. of No. of No. of
No. in visits in | faults and| faults and
district 1947 defects defects
found remedied

Bakehouses ... 1 7 0 0
Dairies 3 50 0 0
Other food - preparing
places, which are, as
such, subject to in-
spection - ... 39 703 0 0

Nuisances and defects remedied during the year (other
than those enumerated in the previous tabulation).

Overcrowding SEane Roofs and Rain Water
Sanitary Accommodation : Pipes e
Defective e 450 Floors P | |
Drainage : Walls and Ceilings ... 649
(i) Repaired s Tald Windows & Ventilation 332
(1) Cleansed e 273 Baths, Lavatory Basins
Refuse Receptacles ... 154 and Sinks ... 106
Dampness ... 106 Water Supplies ... 118
Total number of visits of all kinds paid by
Inspectors during the year ... 6,963
Approximate number of separate premises in
area ... 8,025
Notices served :—
Statutory ik 28
Informal .. 1,409
Number of houses, ete., disinfected T4

Swimming Pool.

Period open from the 17th May, to the 14th Sep-
tember (104 days). Number of bathers 39,352. This
figure does not include schools when the Swimming Pool
Was used outside normal hours.

Shops Acts.

Visits made during the vear 140.
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Smoke Abatement.

Up to the present five installations have converted
One factory has had trouble with
their installation with the consequent periodical emission
of black smoke, but it is hoped that when repairs are
effected this trouble will cease.

to oil burning fuel.

Eradication of the Bed Bug.

Particulars of the action taken iIn

eradication of the Bed Bug are as follows :—

Number of

Council Houses
Other Houses

Prescribed particulars on the
Factories Act, 1937.

43
7

1947, for the

Infested Disinfested

43
7

administration of the

1. Inspections for purposes of provisions as to health
(including inspections made by Sanitary Inspectors).

Number of
Premises Number Occupiers
on Written prose
(1) Register | Inspections | notices cuted
(2) (3) (4) (5
(i) Factories in which
Sections 1, 2, 3, 4 and
6 are to be enforced|
by Local Authorities 12 25 1 0
(ii) Factories not included
in (i) in which Section
7 is enforced by the
Local Authority 33 a3 3 0
(iii) Other Premises in
which Section 7 is en-
forced by Local Autho-
rity (excluding out-
workers' premises 10 18 1 0
TOTAL 55 136 5 0
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