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Crayford Urban District Council.

To the Chairman and Members of the Urban District
Council and Health Committee.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

[ have the honour to present my 25th and last
Annual Report.

Of the ‘old contemptibles’ only Mr. Lyle as Coun-
cillor and Mr. Goodman as Accountant remain, We
together have seen many changes in the comparatively
short time of 25 vears.

Diphtheria. In looking back over the period the
most striking change is in the incidence of Diphtheria. In
1921 the first year of these reports it was my unfortunate
lot to have to report 111 cases with 12 deaths. No cases
have occurred since 1942. Making the widest allowance
for any other factors—i.e., housing, general improvement
in hygiene it is impossible to resist the conclusion that
this improvement is due to the widespread adoption of
immunisation. We have always had high figures and last
year the percentages were, under five years 81 per cent.,
and 5—15 years 94 per cent.

Housing. By 1938, overcrowding, according to
the admittedly low standards of the 1936 Act, had been
reduced to 24 cases. The war period of course played
havoc with these figures. 184 houses were totally de-
molished and 568 seriously damaged.

The Council are proceeding vigourously with their
pProgramme so as to get back as quickly as possible to
at least the pre-war standard.
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Table showing Summary of Causes of Death registered
during the year ended 31st December, 1945.

CAUSES OF DEATH. Male | Female
1. Typhoid and Paratyphoid Fevers —- -
2. Cercbrospinal fever ... — —
d. Scarlet fever ... B — —_
4. Whooping cough — 1
[ Dlphthﬂfla i T e e aan — -
6. Tuberculosis of respiratory system 5 5
7. Other form of tuberculosis 0 0
8. Syphlitic diseases cia 2 0
9. Influenza s - ses 1 2
10. Measles 0 0
11. Acute Pulmm}rehns and Pu]menc&phahtls 0 0
12. Acute Infantile encaphalitis ... 0 0
13. Cancer of buccal cavity and uesuphaguﬁ (M) ...
Uterus (F) G sas 3 3
14. Cancer of stomach and duﬁdcnum 3 2
15. Cancer of breast 0 3
16. Cancer of all other sites 13 14
17. Diabetes 0 1
18. Intracranial vascular lesions ... 10 13
19. Heart disease 2 44 28
20. Other diseases of cunula.mr},r system 3 1
21. Bronchitis 14 1
22. Pneumonia ... 6 5
23. Other respiratory dlseases o X 0 0
24. Ulcer of stomach or duodenum 5 0
2b. Diarrhoea under 2 years 0 0
26. Appendicitis 3 1
27. Other digestive diseases 4 3
28. Nephritis 1 1
29, Puerperal and post- ahm‘twe scpsﬁ 0 0
30. Other maternal causes 0 0
31. Premature birth 1 J 1
32. Congenital malformation, birth injuries, infant
disease 7 6
33. Suicide i 0 0
34. Road traffic accident . 2 2
85. Other violent causes 2 0
36. All other causes 10 13
All causes Total 143 106

Population

As will be seen from the summary of statistics the
Registrar General has estimated the population for the
mid-year 1946 to be 25,780. This is an increase of 2,750
over last year's figure.




Births.

The 566 births notified is an increase of 134 com-
pared with last year’s figure. The birth rate per 1,000
of the population is 22 as against 18.8 for last year. The
birth rate for England and Wales is 19.1.

Deaths.
This year we recorded 249 Deaths out of a popu-

lation of 25,780, representing a Death Rate of 9.7 as
against 7.4 in 1945.

Infant Deaths.

During the year 21 infants died before reaching
the age of one year.

Rate of Infant Deaths under one vear, per 1,000
live births is 87 as against 23.1 last vear. That of Eng-
land and Wales 43.

Analyses of the causes of Death df Infants at various
ages under one year.
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Premature Birth 5 L 6
Intracranial Pressure 1 1 1
Acute Bronchitis i e 1 1
Congenital Deformities 1 1.1 2 3
Atelactasis of Lungs 2 S B 3
Icterus Gravis 1 1 1
Breech Birth ] 1 1
Pneumococcal Meningitis 0|1 1
Intra-cranial haemorrhage | 1 1 1
Intussusception 0.1 1
Epistaxis 1 1 1
Marasmus 0|1 1

Maternal Mortality.

No Deaths occurred during the year under this
heading,









Priority.

Priority Dockets for sheets are available for ex-
pectant mothers being confined in their own homes. 380
dockets have been issued during the year to 149 women.

Care of Premature Infants.

Daily visits are paid commencing immediately on
discharge from hospital, and in the case of home con-
finements as soon as the Midwife has left the case, and
continue until the child is one month old.

Two sets of equipment including Draught-proof
Cots, Blankets, Hot Water Bottles, Cot Mattress, Pillows,
and Electric Blanket, are available for use in the District.

The total number of premature babies notified

. who were borm — )

(a) At Home 9.
(b) In Hospital 17.

(i) The number of those born at home :—
(a) Who were nursed entirely at home 9.
(b) Who died during the first 24 hours 2.
(¢) Who survived at the end of one month 7.

(ii) The number of those born in Hospital :—
(a) Who died during the first 24 hours 2.
(b) Who survived at the end of one month 13.

Total from 1st January, 1946, to the 31st December,
1946, 26. This figure includes 7 outward transfers.

Carq of Illegitimate Children,

Co-operation exists between the Staff of the Health
Department and the Moral Welfare Officer of the Roches-
ter Diocese. The Council have continued to make con-
tribution toward the maintenance of unmarried mothers
admitted to the Diocesan Homes. One such case was
admitted.
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Maternity and Nursing Homes.

Of the 566 births, 353 occurred at institutions, of
these 179 at the Russell-Stoneham Memorial Hospital
and 57 at the Dartford County Hospital.

Health Visiting.

Visits to children under one year ... ... 4,664
Visits to children between one and five vears 4,846
Visits to Expectant Mothers 239

f Total 9,749

Owing to difficulty in replacing Miss Webster,
Miss E. B. Kiddell, formerly Senior Health Visitor was
re-cngaged from the 15th July, 1946, to the 31st October,
1946 ; the assistance given by her was greatly appreci-
ated.

No alteration took place during the year under the
following headings :—

Dental Treatment.
Ophthalmic Treatment.

Orthopaedic Treatment.

| 19 Crayford patients made 51 attendances at the
Clinic held at the Dartford County Hospital.

CHILD LIFE PROTECTION.
Adoption of Children (Regulation) Act, 1939,
Foster Children—Section 206—Public Health Act, 1936.

Visits to Adopted Children 171.

Number of adopted children on the register
at the end of the year 43,

Number pending adoption 8.
Visits to Foster Children 30.

Number of children on the register at the
end of year 4.
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AMBULANCE FACILITIES.
Infectious Disease.

Cases of Infectious Disease are removed to the Bow
Arrow Hospital by the Ambulance in connection with
that institution.

Non-Infectious Diseases.

The Council have an arrangement for the hire of
an ambulance for removal of cases to hospital with the
Crayford Division of the St. John Ambulance Brigade,
Bexley Borough Council, London County Council. Dart-
ford Public Assistance Committee, Sidcup Urban Dis-
trict Council.

PUBLIC MORTUARY.

The Public Mortuary maintained by the Council is
situated to the left of the Town Hall Buildings. Number
of times used 12,

CONTROL OVER INFECTIOUS DISEASE.

Diphtheria Immunisation.

Immunisation of Infants and School Children
against Diphtheria continued throughout the vear.

: No cases of Diphtheria have occurred in the area
since 1942,

The total number of children who completed the
full course of immunisation during the vear is as follows:

Under 5 years of age e 465
Over 5 years and under 15 years 23
488
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Tuberculosis.

New Cases Deaths

Age ‘periods Respiratory Re:;:?rl:;mr}r Respiratory Rei??.a:tor}r
M F M F M F M F
0 — e — ey — — = s
1 - 2 = = i iy — st
b 1 1 1 1 - = == -
15 6 11 1 1 - 1 — -
25 4 1 | — 1 1 1 | — —
35 2 Tl (5 e O B P
45 3 —— s -— 1 1 B —_
il i ] 1 — = = 2 2 = e
65 and upwards 2 -— — s B — T =
Totals 19 16 2 3 5 5 0 0

Tuberculosis Dispensaries.
At Overy Street, Dartford and Bexley Road, Erith.

Scabies.

Two sessions are held per week at the Council's
Cleansing Station at the Town Hall. Children and adults
receive treatment which consists of bathing and the appli-
of Benzyl Benzoate. DPatients are instructed regarding
the treatment of bedding and personal clothing.

Cases notified ... 12B

Cases and contacts treated ... e AR

Venereal Diseases.

. Under the auspices of the Ministry of Health and
Central Council for Health Education posters were dis-
played in the area throughout the vyear.

139 blood specimens for Wasserman testing were
taken at the Ante-Natal Clinic, all of which proved
negative.
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The Control of Rodents and other Pests.

Concerted action under the Ministry of Food
Schemes NS 11 and NS 12 for the destruction of rats and
mice was carried out in addition to the normal routine
procedure of the Department.

During the vyear the following infestations were
dealt with :(—

Rats. 169. Ants 6, Wasp nests destroyed 32,

HOUSING STATISTICS
(1). Inspection of Dwelling-Houses.

(1) Total number of dwelling-houses inspected
for housing defects (under Public Health...

or Housing Acts) I I
Number of inspections made for that
purpose o DUDT

(2} Number of dwelling-houses (included under
sub-heading (1) above) which were inspected
and recorded under the Housing Consoli-
dated Regulations, 1925 and 1932 31

Number of inspections made for that purpose 48

(3) Number of dwelling-houses found to be in
a state so dangerous or injurious to health
as to be unfit for human habitation ... 5

(4) Number of dwelling-houses (exclusive of
those referred to under the proceding sub-
heading) found not to be in all respects
reasonably fit for human habitation IS [~

(2). Remedy of defects during the year without Service
of formal Notices.

Number of defective dwelling-houses rendered
fit in consequence of informal action by
Local Authority or their Officers e 1413
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(3). Action under Statutory Powers during the year.
Statutory Notices under Housing or Public
Health Acts 6

Total number of houses owned by the Local Authority 1093

Housing Plans.
Council Others

Houses in progress at 31st December 153 103
Houses approved (Inc. above) 253 158
Houses finished in 1946 12 25
Adaptations and Conversions finished

in 1946 33

(4). Housing Act, 1936, Part IV.—Overcrowding.

Until an official survey is carried out it is difficult
to assess the extent of overcrowding and so long as the
present acute shortage of houses exists Section 59 must
necessarily remain dormant.

SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA.
Water.

The Metropolitan Water Board is the supplying
:\Eulhﬂrity and | am indebted to the Director of Water
Examination for the following information.

The supply to the Crayford District is a mixture
of water from Wilmington, Darenth, Wansunt, Crayford,
and Bexley Wells. All the water is chlorinated as it
leaves the works.

Bacteriological analyses are made five times per
week and consistently satisfactory results have been ob-
tained.

~ All new and repaired mains are chlorinated before
being restored to use, and samples of water are tested
bacteriologically.

None of the supplies is plumbo-solvent.
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All supplies are direct and not by means of stand-
pipes,

Extension of mains have been made to serve
housing sites at Thames Road and Martens Avenue.

Drainage and Severade.

Extensions of foul surface water sewers have been
made to serve the housing site at Thames Road.

Rivers and Streams.

The normal maintenance was carried out on the
main marsh dykes and main rivers during 1946 in the
Crayford district. Weed growth was far in excess of the
usual amount. The banks of Crayford Creek were fag-
gotted to prevent erosion.

Closet Accommodation.

Approximate number of premises containing each
type of sanitary convenience in the district :—

W.C’s. into drainage system 8030
W.C's. into Cesspools 7
Earth Closets or privy middens 4
Pail Closets bt 9
Number of premises not connected to public

water supplies 2

Public Cleansing.

Period of collection reduced from 10 days to 7 days
during the summer but increased to 10 to 14 days in the
winter due to adverse weather,

Salvage.
Tons 1946 Income Total Income
Salvage e e £1,420 £11,372
Kitchen Waste ... 190 £285 £1,634
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Sanitary Inspection of the Area.
No. of MNo. of No. of
MNo. in visits in | faults and|faults and
district 1946 defécts defects
found remedied
Bakehouses ... 1 5 ] 0
Dairies 3 51 0 0
Other food - preparing
places, which are, as
such, subject to in-
spection 36 511 2 2
Factories (with mech.
power) 29 89 14 14
Factories (without mech.
power) 14 18 4 4

Nuisances and defects remedied during the year (other
than those enumerated in the previous tabulation).

Roofs and Rain Water

Overcrowding T
Sanitary Accommodation :
Defective s OOT
Drainage :
(i) Repaired . 14
(11) Cleansed .. 306
Refuse Receptacles ... 161
Dampness > (3]

Pipes

Floors

Walls and Ceilings

... 413
e, o
w0

Windows & Ventilation 43

Baths, Lavatory Basins
and Sinks

Water Supplies

81
28

Total number of visits of all kinds paid by
Inspectors during the year

6,906

Approximate number of separate premises in

area

Notices served :—

Statutory
Informal

Number of houses, etc., disinfected

Swimming Pool

8,250

1,412

30

Period open from the 18th May, to the 8th Septem-

ber,
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Number of bathers 32,844,






