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Table showing Summary of Causes of Death registered
during the year ended 31st December, 1945.

CAUSES OF DEATH. Male Female

l. 1lyphoid and Parawyphod Fevers — -
2. Cerebrospinal fever ... |l — 1
3. Scarlet fever . zed s
4. Whooping cough 2 -
5. D.phtoena ... = = —
6. lTuoercuiosis of respiratory s-y:.tem 51 5}
7. Uther torm of tubercuiosis 1 1
8. Syphltic diseases 1 —
9. lnnuenza 3 @
10. Measles : i . —
11. Acute Pﬂlmmyehua .md l’ulmencephahua =2 -
12. Acute Infantile LﬂLdp]lﬂhtlh £ £
13. Cancer of buccal cavity and oemphagus (AL L

Uterus (F) i 1 a
14. Cancer of stomach and duud-:num 3 e
15. Cancer of breast o 9
16. Cancer of all other sites 13 9
17. Dhabetes 1 1
18. Intracranial vascular 1L~5|un~.-. e 6 B
19. Heart disease e 40 29
20. Other diseases of uruularm system Y 1
21. Bronchitis g i O 2
22. Pneumonia 2 9
23. Other respiratory d1seases 1 1
24. Ulcer of stomach or duodenum a AR
25. Diarrhoea under 2 vyears s s
26. Appendicitis o e . 1 1
27. Other disgestive dlbeam‘:h 1 2
28. Nephritis 2 1
20. Puerpéral and post- d.bu'l'l:w'& atpsw = e
30. Other maternal causes G L =
31. Premature birth G T 2 1
32. Congenital malfcrmalmn |:|1rlh. m]uncs. infant

disease 1 1
33. Suicide : L s
34. Road traffic acmdem 2 1
35, Other violent causes 3 1
36. All other causes G 0

All causes Total HE | 0

Population.

As will be seen from the summary of statistics the
Registrar General has estimated the population for the
mid-vear 1945 to be 23,030. This is an increase of 1,120
over last year's figure.







GENERAL PROVISION OF HEALTH SERVICES
FOR THE AREA.

Public Health Officers.
Medical Officer of Health (part time).

C. M. Ockwell, M.D.(Lond.), F.R.C.S.(Eng.), D.P.H.
(Cambs).

Sanitary Inspectors (whole time).

R. Milligan, Cert. R. San.l., M.S.1.A,
F.C. Weston A.R.S.I., M.S.I.LA., Cert. S.1.B.

Health Visitors (whole time).

Miss E. B. Kiddell resigned 31st March, 1945,

Miss I. E. Smith, S.R.N., S.C.M. Health Visitors'
Cert.

Miss A. E. Webster appointed 14th May, 1945,

The Senior Health Visitor, Miss E. B. Kiddell,
retired on the 31st March, 1945. A sealed copy of the
Council's Resolution of appreciation of her services, ex-

tending over a period of 21 years was presented to Miss
Kiddell.

Laboratory Facilities.

The following specimens were sent to the County
Laboratory from the District —

Swabs 29
Sputa G
Others T
School Milk Tubercle Bacilli 2

MATERNITY AND CHILD WELFARE FACILITIES.
Ante-Natal Clinics.

One session per week is held at the Council's
Ante-natal Clinic at the Town Hall. 205 women made
H85 attendances.

X-rays.

Nine Expectant Mothers were referred to the Coun-
ty Hospital for X-ray examination.

Obstetric Consultant.

Abnormalities in connection with Maternity Cases
are recommended for examination when necessary, to the
Council’s Obstetric Consultant at Guy’s Hospital.
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Home Helps.

The Council's Home Help Scheme provides the
services of women to undertake Domestic duties for
"confinement cases, and also in cases of sickness where
there are children under five years of age. The Scheme
functioned satisfactorily during the year and no cases
were refused. 15 families were attended, covering a per-
iod of 180 days.

Maternity Cases.

Since the 1st "April, 1945, patients could only be
admitted to the Kent County Council Hospitals on my
recommendation and the Council's agreeing to accept
financial responsibility. Admission is restricted to cases
where complications are likely to occur or where home
conditions are unsuitable for a confinement in the home.

Number of cases recommended 36.

War-time Nurseries.

Two Nurseries were available in the area in 1945.
One situated at Shenstone to accommodate sixty children,
and one at Slade Green Road to accommodate forty
children.

The following attendances were made during the
year :— :

Shenstone, Crayford 6,775.

30 Children on the Register at the end of the year.
Slade Green 5,414.

28 Children on the Register at the end of the year.

Fortnightly Sessions were held for the routine
Medical Inspection of the children.

Priority.

Priority Dockets for sheets are available for ex-
pectant mothers being confined in their own homes.
241 dockets have been issued during the year to 91
women.

Care of Premature Infants.

Two sets of equipment including draught proof cots

are available for loan in the District.

Daily visits are made by the Health Visitors until
the infants reach 7 lbs. in weight,
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The total number of premature babies notified
who were born :— .

(a) At Home 11.
(b) In Hospital 29.

(i) The number of those born at home —
(a) Who were nursed entirely at home 11.
(b) Who died during the first 24 hours Nil.
(c) Who survived at the end of one month 10,

(ii) The number of those born in Hospital :—
(a) Who died during the first 24 hours 2
(b) Who survived at the end of one month 27.

Total from 1st January, 1945, to l:h-e- 31st December,
1945, 40. This figure includes 17 outward transfers.

Care of lilegitimate Children.

The agreement with Oakhurst Diocesan Home,
Erith, to make contribution towards the maintenance of
unmarried mothers admitted to the home, continued
throughout the year. Two such cases were admitted.

Maternity and Nursing Homes.

Of the 444 births, 312 occurred at institutions, of
these 143 at the Russell-Stoneham Memorial Hnﬁpltal
and 103 at the Dartford County Hospital.

Health Visiting.

Infant Deaths and Still Births are investigated by
the Health Visitor.

First wvisits are paid to Live Births on the
fourteenth day and continued monthly during the first
vear. Two monthly visits are paid during the second
vear. Three monthly visits continue until the child
reaches the age of five years.

Visits to children under one vear .o 03300
Visits to children between one and five years 6,316
Visits to Expectant Mothers 402

Total 12,018
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CHILD LIFE PROTECTION.
Adoption of Children (Regulation) Act, 1939,

Foster Children—Section 206—Public Health Act, 1936.

The Senior Health Visitor is responsible for the
supervision of Adopted Children and also of Foster
Children.

A thorough investigation of the home conditions of
pensons wishing to take children under their care is made
before they are recommended.

Children remain under supervision, and three
monthly visits are paid, until they reach nine vears of
age. These are in addition to the routine visits made to
children under five years.

Visits to Adopted Children 86,

Number of children on the register at the end of
vear 206.

Number pending adoption 5.

Visits to Foster Children 63.

Number of children on the register at the end of
year 3.

Infestation.

Infestation of children with head lice can lower the
health of the children affected through irritation, and
sometimes sceptic conditions. Co-operation exists be-
tween the School Nurse and the Health Visitor. Special
Visits are paid to the homes of children notified as
verminous and excluded from school. The use of Lethane
0il is strongly recommended.

Dental Treatment.

Children under 5 years can receive treatment at
the Kent County Council's Clinic, Mayplace Road East,
Bexleyheath.

Ophithalmic Treatment,

Cases under 5 years are seen at the Dartford
County Hospital.

Orthopaedic Treatment.

Facilities;, are available for Orthopaedic treatment
at the Dartford County Hospital, and eleven Crayford
patients made 122 attendances.
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Midwives.
The Midwives Act is administered by the Kent

County Council who is the Local Supervising Authority,
and provides two Midwives to cover the area.

Maternity Hospital.

The Russell-Stoneham Memorial Hospital, Perry
Street, Crayford, is a Voluntary Hospital with a comple-
ment of 26 beds. 143 Crayford births took place there
during the year. An ante-natal Clinic is provided and
191 Crayford patients made 841 attendances.

Nursing in the Home.

A Voluntary Nursing Association supported by
subscriptions and by weekly contributions by the members
provides three nurses for work in the District. The ser-
vice is also available to non-members on payment of a
small fee.

Domestic Helps.

Under the auspices of the Ministry of Health a
scheme for Domestic Help in homes where there is sick-
ness came into force on the 16th January, 1945.

One full-time Domestic Help was engaged and a
register of women willing to work when called upon
was prepared. Two women have worked continuously,
and two in a caspal capacity throughout the year.

Although spme difficulty was experienced in re-
taining the services of Domestic Helps, the scheme on
the whole has worked satisfactorily, and again no
cases were refused

Twelve families were attended, the patients being
mostly of a chronic type. One case of infirmity is am
old lady of 93 who is still receiving our services,

“utrition and General Health Education.

Supplies, of posters and leaflets on health matters
have been received from the Central Council of Health
Education. Posgers have been displayed on the Council's
hoardings and leaflets distributed at the Council’'s Clinics.
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AMBULANCE FACILITIES.

Infectious Disease.

Cases of Infectious Disease are removed to the Bow
Arrow Hospital by the Ambulance in connection with
that institution.

Non-Infectious Diseases.

The Council have an arrangement for the hire of
an ambulance for removal of cases to hospital with the
Cravford Divisjon of the St. John Ambulance Brigade,
Bexley Borough Council, London County Council, Dart-
ford Public Assistance Committee, Sidcup Urban Dis-
trict Council.

Mortuary.

The Public Mortuary maintained by the Council is
situated to the left of the Town Hall Buildings. Number
of times used six. Number of Post-mortem examinations
made six.

SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA.
Water.

The Metropolitan Water Board is. the supplying
Authority and I am indebted to the Director of Water
Examination for the following information,

The supply to the Crayford District is a mixture
of water from Wilmington, Darenth, Wansunt, Crayford,
and Bexley Wells. All the water is chlorinated as it
leaves the works.

Bacteriological analyses are made five times per
week and consistently satisfactory results have been ob-
tained. \

All new and repaired mains are chlorinated before
being restored to use, and samples of water are tested
bacteriologically.

None of the supplies is plumbo-solvent.

All supplies are direct and not by means of stand-
pipes,
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«A complaint was received at the Public Health
Department regarding the water supply at a works
canteen. Samples taken from the tap and geyser, and
sent for bacteriological examination were reported as
of good quality.

A Sample taken from a new well at a factory was
sent for chemical analysis and reported as being of bad
organic quality., While this, well was opened for purely
industrial purposes it was considered advisable to hawve
it analysed, so that warning could be given as to the
danger of usjng the water for drinking purposes.

Extensions have been made to serve temporary
housing sites in Lincoln Close.

Drainage and Sewerage.

Extensions of foul sewers to serve temporary
housing scheme No. 1 and 2., Aylings Estate and Slade
Green. Extension of surface water sewer to serve White-
hall Lane Section of Temporary housing scheme No. 2.

Rivers and Streams.

The usual maintenance clearing was carried out on
the River Cray and the dykes on the Crayford Marsh,
and the sluices maintained and operated to drain the
low-lying areas.

Closet Accommodation.

Approximate number of premises containing each
type of sanitary convenience in the district :—

W.C’s, into drainage system ... ..- 1908
W.C’s. into Lﬂﬁﬁpnuls e T
Earth Closets or privy middens 4
Pail Closets ... 9

Number of premises not cunnecteﬂ to wlhlic

water supplies &

Public Cleansing.

Period of collection of Domestic Refuse has been
reduced to once in every ten days.

Salvage.
Total tonage 240.
Total income therefrom £1,758.
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Sanitary Inspection of the Area. '

No. 1n
district

No. of No. of No. of
visits in | faults and| faults and
1945 defects defects
found remedied

Bakehouses ...
Dairies . 3
Other food - preparmg
places, which are, as
such, subject to in-

—

apectmn 35
Facuories (with mech

power) i 26
Factories (without mech

power) 12

14 0 0
16 0] 0
538 0 0
35 3 5
9 2 2

Nuisances and defects remedied during the year (other
than those enumerated in the previous tabulation).

Overcrowding " L id
Sanitary Accommodation :
Defective e SOD
Drainage :
(i) Repaired s A 5
(1n) Cleansed ... b38
Reluse Receptacles ... 222
Dampness il -

Roofs and Rain Water
Pipes wii ' D1H
Floors RO
Walls and Ceilings ... 222
Windows & Ventilation 52
Paths, Lavatory Basins
and Sinks o B
Water Supplies ARl |

Total number of visits of all kinds paid by
Inspectors during the vyear sei - 1008
Approximate number of separate premises in

area 8,000
Notices served —
Statutory 0
Informal 280 1hT8
Number of houses, th: disinfected 21
Shops Acts.

Visits made during the year 05.

Smoke Abatement.
No action was. taken.

Eradication of the Bed Bug.

Particulars of the action taken in 1945, for the
eradication of the Bed Bug are as follows :—
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Number of Infested Disinfested

Council Housgs 1 1
Other Houses e aa i) 30
Public Shelters, 1 1

HOUSING STATISTICS
(1). Inspection of Dwelling-Houses.

(1) Total number of dwelling-houses inspected
for housing defects (under Public Health

or Housjng Acts) .... 1683
Number of inspections made for that
purpose wid OB

(2) Number of dwelling-houses (included under
sub-heading (1) above) which were inspected
and recorded under the Housing Consoli-

dated Regulations, 1925 and 1932 SRR
Number of inspections made for that
purpose 15

(3) Number of dwelling-houses found to be in
a state sc dangerous or injurious to health
as to be unfit for human habitation 0

(4) Number of dwelling-houses (exclusive of
those referred to under the preceding sub-
heading) found not to be in all respects :
reaspnably fit for human habitation cisd - LTS

(2). Remedy of defects during the year without Service
of formal Notices.

Number of defective dwelling-housgs rendered
fit in consequence of- informal action by
Local Authority or their Officers ... 1678
(3). Action under Statutory Powers during the year.

Statutory Notices under Housing or Public :
Health Acts 0

Total number of houses owned by the Local Authority 783
Number of houses built during 1945 :—

(a) By the Local Authority 100 Temporary bungalows
(b) By other bodies or persons Nil.
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(4). Housing Act, 1936, Part IV.—Overcrowding.

Until an official survey-is carried out it is difficult
to assess the extent of overcrowding and so long as the
present acute shortage of houses exists Section 59 must
necessarily remain dormant.

Repair of War Damage.

Approximate number of houses in district 7,500.
Approximate number of houses damaged 6,500,

_Housr-:s demolished 184.

Houses seriously damaged 568. All repaired and
occupied.

Houses slightly damaged 5,750. Some on more
M than one occasion, :

Of these 5,200 are repaired.

Total repaired to ‘ tolerable comfort standard”
5,768,

Houses which require attention 330 (minor repairs).

OPEN SPACES.
Martens Grove.

A Recreation Ground covering an acreage ‘of 30.33
is situated on the west side of the town. Facilities for
recreation include a swimming pool 100 ft. by 35 ft., a
Children's Paddling Pool 40 ft. G ins. by 35 ft., Foot-bath
and two Shower Baths ; purification plant house ; Sun-
bathing Terraces and Cafe.

Four Hard Tennis Courts are available.
Swimming Pool—period open, from 19th May, to

the 17th September (104 days). Number of bathers
30,332.

Play Grounds.

There are two Children's, Play Grounds to serve
the area, one situated at The Dell, Crayford Way, and
one at Manor Way, Barnehurst.
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INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD.
Milk.

Une sample of milk procured for bacteriological
examination was found to be free from Tuberculosis.

During the vear one milk producer closed down.
At present there are no milk producers within the area.

One complaint was, received in connection with a
milk bottle. Foreign matter was adhering to the sides
and bottom of the bottle. Analysis proved this to con-
sist of grit and warning was given to the dairy-man con-
cerned.

The following licences were issued under the Milk
(Special Designations) Orders :—

Principle Licences :—
Pasteurised milk 4.

Supplementary Licences, :—
Pasteurised milk 5.
Tuberculin tested milk 4.

Bread.

Complaints were received regarding the condition
of bread supplied by two Bakers delivering in the area.
The explanation given by each Baker was very similar.
The inability to carry out repairs to plant owing to many
of their skilled workers being in¥ the forces. This af-
fected the mixing of the ingredients.

Meat Deliveries.

The attention of the Manager and the Staff of the
Local Meat Depot was drawn to Part 6 of the Public
Health Meat (Regulation) 1924, pointing out that drivers
in charge of Meat Delivery Vans were responsible for
the cleanliness of the vehicles and the protection of their
meat from contamination.

A
Letters of warning were sent to one Driver and to

his. employers regarding the dirty condition of a wehicle
which had been used for transporting meat.
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The Control of Rodents and Other Pests.

In addition to work under the Rats and Mice (De-
struction) Act, 1919, such work as mosguito control and
xeneral disinfestations were given careful attention.

During the vear the following infestations were
dealt with :—

Rats 111, Crickets 30, Wooly Bear 1
Miscellaneous 11.
Mosguito Control—40 gallon metal drums—treatments 120.
300 gallon concrete tanks—treatments 96.

CONTROL OVER INFECTIOUS DISEASE.

Diphtheria Immunisation.

Propaganda has been carried out continuously
throughout the vyear. Attractive Birthday Cards were
sent to all children on attaining their first birthday, to-
gether with letters asking parents to take advantage of
the Council's free scheme. This was supported by per-
sonal appeal by the Public Health Staff.

No cases of Diphtheria have occurred in the area
since 1942.

Immunisation is carried out at each of the Infant
Welfare Clinics held at Crayford, Barnehurst and Slade
Green, and also at the Public Health Department, and
all the Schools in the area.

Total number of children who completed the full
course of immunisation during the vear :—

Under 5 years of age e Bl
Over b years and under 15 vears ... RN
Total 569

Percentage of Child population considered Immun-
ised at the end of the year :—

Under Five years 81 per cent.

Over Five and under Fifteen years 94 per cent.

Alum Precipitated Toxoid in two doses (0.2 cc. and
0.5 cc.) is now used as routine,
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Tuberculosis.

New Cases Deaths
: . Non- . Non-
Age periods Respiratory Reap?:tmr}r Respiratory Respiratory
M F M F M F M F
'} -l e 5] - =) e o —
1 il e G gk i o e g
b 1 1 - e 1 —_ 1 1
15 3 4 - 1 1 2 —_ —
25 2 2 = — 1 2 —_ _
35 — — 1 et ] 1 ey —
45 2 2 e — S L s oy
a5 ] — == A ¥ 1 L = Lo
65 and upwards 1 = —— - e . e —
Totals 9 9 1 1 5 5 1 1

Tuberculosis Dispensaries.
At Overy Street Dartford and Bexley Road, Erith;

Scabies.

As stated in my last report, during the war period
treatment was carried out by personnel of the First Aid
Post. After the official stand-down on the 30th June,
1945, a trained nurse was appointed.

Two sessions are held per week at the Council's
Cleansing Station at the Town Hall. Treatment consists
of bathing and the application of Benzyl Benzoate.

Cases notified e
Cases and contacts treate : N
Batches of clothing disinfested ... 3

Venereal Diseases.

Under the auspices of the Ministry of Health and
Central Council for Health Education posters were dis-
Played in the area throughout the vear.

74 blood specimens for Wasserman testing were

taken at the Ante-natal Clinic, all of which proved
negative,
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