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COULSDON AND PURLEY URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL.

LADIES AND GENTLEMAN,

I have the pleasure to present to you my Annual Report for
1951, this being my twentieth report as your Medical Officer of
Health.

It is similar in its arrangement to its predecessors, but the
section giving particulars of the other branches of the local health
and welfare services has been slightly expanded for the assistance
of Councillors, Officers and members of the public.

It will be noted that on the whole, and as judged by the vital
statistics, the health of the District continued to be reasonably
satisfactory throughout 1951.

For the first time since the War the Birth Rate, which has
been steadily decreasing, showed a slight increase. Although the
Death Rate increased correspondingly, it remained well below
the national rate, which also increased somewhat, while the in-
crease was mainly due to more deaths among adults over 65 years
of age.

It is very pleasing to report that, as in 1949, there were no
maternal deaths during the year.

It was not surprising that the Infant Mortality Rate increased
above the exceptionally low record rate in 1950, but it was still
much lower than the national rate, which was a record for the
Country as a whole.

The incidence of infectious disease continued at a fairly low
level, the only exceptions being measles, which produced the
highest number of notifications known in this District, scarlet
fever and whooping cough, which were slightly less common than
in 1950, and the pneumonias, which mainly resulted from the
slight wave of influenza in the early months of the year. With
the exception of the last mentioned, all these diseases were of a
milder type than formerly.

No case of poliomyelitis was notified, nor, for the fifth year
in succession was there a case of diphtheria, but it must be stressed
that this satisfactory record does not justify any relaxation in
diphtheria immunisation.

Although the incidence of non-pulmonary tuberculosis de-
creased and the death rate from pulmonary tuberculosis dropped
markedly, as it has nationally, there was an increase in the number
of new cases of pulmonary tuberculosis. In so far as this reflects
more efficient means of detecting this disease in its early stages,
or an appreciation of the advantages gained by early notification
and the commencement of the more hopeful modern forms of
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treatment, this increase is to be welcomed. On the other hand, as
the majority of cases occur among the most active age groups of
the working population, a reduction in the incidence of tuber-
culosis would have a substantial effect on the manpower situation,
fully justifying priority for a concerted effort to diminish its

prevalence.

It is on these lines, coupled with preventive action against
the airborne and respiratory diseases in general, that there is most
hope of improvement in the near future, but mention is made in
various parts of this Report of preventive measures against other

forms of illhealth.

In concluding may I suggest that, while this Report attempts
to fulfil its primary function of assessing the health of the District,
indicating trends and opportunities for improvement, it might have
a greater value if, your Medical Officer of Health being also
Divisional Medical Officer for the area, official encouragement
was given to the inclusion of more information regarding at least
the other local branches of the Preventive Health Service. Your
Council is represented on the Divisional Education Executive, to
whom an annual report on the School Health Service is presented,
and the South Eastern Divisional Health Sub-committee, which
deals with the local Maternity and Child Welfare, District Nursing
and allied Services, but only a few Councillors know of their
activities. Although these bodies only cover the majority but not
all the local Services of the County Council as the Health
Authority, local interest would possibly be greater if a more com-
prehensive report on the Health Services in the District was made
available in this way.

Finally, I would like to take this opportunity of thanking
the Council and all who have been associated with the health
services for their encouragement and co-operation during the
year, and particularly the Chief Sanitary Inspector, his Deputy
and my Administrative Assistant for their contributions towards
the friendly team spirit which has been maintained in the local
Eea]th Service, and for their assistance in the preparation of this

eport.

I am, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Your obedient Servant, .

F. R. EDBROOKE,
Medical Officer of Health.



STATISTICS AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS OF THE AREA.

Area (in acres) ... o+ 11,142
Registrar-General’s estimate of pmpulatmn mld 1951 64,200
Population, Census 1931 ... 37.666
Population, Census 1951 ... . 63,770
Number of occupied houses, December, 1951 18,071
Number of occupied houses, 1931 9,533
Rateable Value, December, 1951 ... £7713,981
Sum represented by a penny rate £3,110

VITAL STATISTICS FOR THE YEAR 1951.

Birth Rate per 1,000 of the
Total M.  F.estimated resident population

Live Births—Legitimate 758 388 370

do. Illegitimate . S e 12.2
Corrected Birth Rate
782 400 382 12.9

Rate per 1,000
(live and still) births.
Still Births—Legitimate v PRl T SHTR
do. Illegitimate —_— = = 28.5

Crude Death Rate
per 1,000 of rthe
estimated resident population

Deaths ... e - 439 349 300 11.5
Corrected Dearth Rare
10.6
Rar 1,000
Deaths from puerperal causes :— Ohe and pi:iﬂ} births.

Puerperal Sepsis ... e — —
Other Puerperal causes ... . — —

Total ... — -

i

Death Rates of Infants under one year of age :—

All infants per 1,000 live births ... e T
Legitimate infants per 1,000 legitimate blrlhs e
Illegitimate infants per 1,000 illegitimate births ... 41.7
Deaths from Cancer (all ages) ... e A
Deaths from Measles (all ages) ... ol ]
Deaths from Whooping Cough (all ages) ... Wi i, i
Deaths from Diarrhcea (under 2 years) ... enwres - N
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HEALTH REPORT FOR 1951

The Urban District of Coulsdon and Purley was constituted
by an Order of the Local Government Board dated 1st November,
1914, and came into existence on the 7th Aprl, 1915. It has
therefore been a separate District for just over 36 years.

Situated on the North Downs immediately to the south of
Croydon, it is a well-favoured * dormitory ™ suburb, with a very
considerable part of its area as yet undeveloped and forming
part of the “ Green Belt.” Thanks to successful Town Planning
Schemes in the past there is comparatively little dense develop-
ment, most of the houses being well spaced. It is hoped that, as
an outcome of the Town and Country Planning Act, 1947, it will
continue to possess extensive open spaces, but constant vigilence
is very necessary if the claims on land for housing and other forms
of development are not to be allowed to destroy the green belt
which London has tried, but failed to ensure for the last 300 years.

The majority of the residents who work, do so in London
or Croydon, travelling to and fro daily. Locally there are no
really large manufacturing or other industries, most of the
residents employed in the District being connected with building
and decorating, with the provision of food and the other wants
of the inhabitants, or attached to the mental hospitals. The
amount of unemployment, apart from temporary unemployment
pending transfer, is still negligible.

AREA AND POPULATION.

The District has an area of 11,142 acres, these being distrib-
uted among the wards as follows :—

Coulsdon East 2,812
Coulsdon West 1,253
Kenley 1,292
Purley 685
Sanderstead ... 2,311
Selsdon and Farleigh 1,924
Woodcote ... 865

In mid-1950 the Registrar-General estimated that 64,490
persons were residing in the District, but the result of the 1951
census, 63,770, showed that he had slightly over-estimated the
population recently. His mid-year estimate for 1951 was 64,200.

These numbers include persons resident in Institutions in

the District, the numbers of which at the end of 1951 were as
follows :—



Cane Hill Hospital... 2,514

MNetherne Hospital ... 2,273
Russell Hill School 235
Reedham Orphanage 269

In 1951 there were 18,071 occupied houses, distributed as
follows :—

Coulsdon East 2,805
Coulsdon West 3.140
Purley 2,690
Woodcote ... 1.650
Sanderstead ) i 4,701
Selsdon and Farleigh 1,764
Kenley 1,321

This suggests an average of 3.55 persons per occupied house
in 1951, or 3.25 if the institutional population is excluded. The
latter is comparable with 3.66 at the time of the 1931 Census, and
the former with an average of 4.3 per house in 1915.

VITAL STATISICS.

The following table gives the average population, birth,
death, maternal and other important mortality rates for the
quinquennial periods 1920-1949, together with the actual figures
for 1950 and 1951.

Rares per 1920- [1925- (1930- [1935- |1940- | 1945-
1,000 population. |1924. [1929. [1934. | 1939. [1944. 1949, | 1950.| 1951.
Birth mate ... [13.5 1129 116 [128 |152 152 J11.7 |122
Percentage ille-

gitimate ... [3.4% [3.7% |2.8% |34% |3.9% [34% [2.9%[3.1%
Stillbirth rate... | — —_ —_ 043 | 048 | 040| 0.20| 0.36
Death rate ... | 74 70 |74 | 83 |l14 9.7 | 95 |11.5
Cancer death

rate ... ... | 096 1.15| 1.35| 1.19 | L.70 1.75| 1.84] 1.91
Tuberculosis

death rate

(per 100,000

population) |57 36 38 35 48 36 26 |33

Violence includ-
ing Suicide 044 | 035|032 046 | 0.82 | 0.37 | 0.37]| 0.45

Maternal mor-
tality rate
per 1,000 live
and still births | 2.08 | 266 | 3.21 | 227 | 2.10| 1.12 | 2.60| Nil

Infant mortality
rate (per 1,000
re gistered

births) e | 28 i8 12 38 40 26 17 |22
Neo-natal mor-

tality rate ...| — — — |26 28 19 11 18
Estimated popu-

lation ... |21,351 23.‘?50|4I.616 53.084 149.880(60,61064,490| 64,200
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BIRTHS.

During the year 1951, 782 births were registered as occurring
in the District, of which 400 were male and 382 were female,
compared with 755 in 1950. It will be seen by reference to the
above table that this is equal to an annual birth rate of 12.2 per
1,000 population, as compared with 11.7, 13.0, 14.6 and 17.0 in
the previous four years. The rate of 17.6 in 1946 was the highest
birth rate experienced in this District, but having fallen to the
lowest pre-war average rate last year, it is interesting to note the
first sign of post-war stabilising in 1951.

The corresponding birth rates for England and Wales were
15.5 in 1951, and 15.8, 16.7, 17.9 and 20.5 in the preceding four

years.

ILLEGITIMACY.—In 1951, of the births registered, 24 were ille-
gitimate (12 males and 12 females), this being slightly more than
in the preceding year. The percentage of illegitimate births in
1950 was only slightly above the lowest pre-war average.

STILLBIRTHS.—The number of stillbirths registered during
1951 was 23 (13 males and 10 females), as compared with 13, 20,
16, 31 and 40, in the preceding five years.

None of the stillbirths occurred in respect of illegitimate
children. The local stillbirth rate was thus 0.36 per thousand of
population, compared with 0.20, 0.33, 0.25 and 0.49 in the four
preceding years. The stillbirth rate for England and Wales was
0.36 in 1951.

DEATHS.

The number of deaths registered during 1951 as belonging
to this District was 739 (349 males and 390 females), as compared
with 615, 622, 545 and 672 in the preceding four years.

These numbers exclude deaths which, although occurring
within the District belonged to other districts, but include deaths
of residents who died outside the District, and also non-residents
dying in the District who have previously had no permanent
place of abode. The latter group has increased of recent years,
being 40 in 1951, and 22, 35, 24 and 32 in the preceding 4 years.

It will be seen from the table of vital statistics that the crude
death rate for the year was equal to 11.5 per thousand of popu-
lation, as compared with 9.5 last year, and an average of 9.7 since
the war.

The age and sex distribution of the population of this
District not being typical of that of the country as a whole, a
correction is mecessary. Using the comparability factor supplied
by the Registrar General it is found that the corrected death
rate was 10.6, compared with 8.8 last year.
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The crude death rate for England and Wales was 10.8 in
1948, 11.7 in 1949, 11.6 in 1950, and 12.5 in 1951.

The principal causes of death locally during 1951 together
with the rates per cent of total deaths, are shown in the following
table:—

Number of Rate per cent. of

Cause. Deaths. Total Deaths.
Cancer, malignant disease ... 123 16.6
Heart disease ... 104 14.1
Cerebral h®zmorrhage ... 87 11.8
Other circulatory diseases 182 24.6
Bronchitis 36 4.9
Pneumeonia 33 4.5
Accidents 20 2.7
Tuberculosis (all forms) 11 1.5

(A full list of the causes of the deaths and the ages at which
they occurred is given in Table IV. in the Appendix.)

HEART AND CIRCULATORY DISEASE.

The death rate from heart and other circulatory diseases,
5.81, was slightly higher than in 1950, but as this group is com-
posed chiefly of elderly people dying virtually of old age, this
increase is not regrettable.

As in the last two years, 81 per cent of deaths from heart
disease, etc. were over 65 years at the time of death, while no
less than 54 per cent were over 75 years of age. (Incidentally,
71 per cent of deaths from all causes were over 65 years, which
is 2 per cent more than last year and 10 per cent more than in
1949.)

CANCER.

The cancer death rate for the year 1950 was 1.91 compared
with 1.84 and 1.73 in the last two years and an average of 1.75
since the war.

This rate has tended to increase more or less steadily and is
now double what it was in 1920, partly owing to better notifica-
tion, but in part due to a true increase in some forms of the
disease.

The following table gives the age, sex and distribution of this
disease in the fatal cases which occurred in 1951. No marked
variation is observable compared with recent years. The number
of deaths from breast cancer in females was the same as in 1950,
but there was a further slight increase in the number of male
lung cases, more than compensated, however, by a decrease in this
form in females.

10






The opportunity is again taken to emphasize that early
medical opinion should be obtained in respect of any persistent
lump, haemorrhage or pain, the relief of a negative finding being
almost as important as an early diagnosis.

VIOLENCE.

Deaths from violence (including suicide) showed a further
slight increase compared with 1950 and 1949, the death rate being
0.45 per thousand of population compared with 0.37 and 0.33 in
the last two years and an average of 0.39 both for the inter-war
years, and for the years since the war.

Deaths on the road increased slightly, five deaths being
attributed to this cause compared with three last year. Two of
these deaths were associated with motor car accidents and three
with motor bicycles.

Most of the remaining 15 accidental deaths were in the eld-
erly, 7 being due to falls in elderly women, 3 of whom were in
mental hospitals, as were 2 in whom death resulted from asphyxia
due to inhalation of the stomach contents.

The number of deaths attributed to suicide, 9, was 2 more
than last year, and slightly above the average for the inter-war
years.

TUBERCULOSIS AND PNEUMONIA.

Deaths from tuberculosis and pneumonia are referred to
in later sections of this report.

MATERNAL MORTALITY.

It is pleasing to report that as in 1949, no maternal death
occurred during the year, which compensates for the two deaths
from this cause in 1950.

The maternal mortality rate for England and Wales was
0.79 per 1,000 live and stillbirths, which is the lowest yet re-
corded.

INFANT MORTALITY.

During 1951, there were 17 deaths among children under one
year of age, as compared with 13 last year, and an average of 21
in the last four years. One of the deaths was in respect of an
illegitimate child.

The resultant infant mortality rate was thus 21.7 per 1,000
registered births, compared with 17.2 in 1950, the latter being
the lowest ever recorded for this District.

The infant mortality rate for England and Wales was the
record of 29.6 in 1951, compared with 29.8 in 1950 which was
the lowest previously recorded.

12



The following table gives the causes of the 17 deaths which

occurred during 1951, together with the age at death.
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It is satisfactory to note the small number of deaths due to
infection, and that congenital malformation, the cause of which
is unknown, produced over a third of the total deaths. There
are, however, opportunities for improvement in the remaining
groups.

The 14 babies dying in the first month correspond with a
neo-natal mortality rate of 17.9 (i.e. deaths in the first month per
1,000 live births). The average for the past 6 years was 18.

During the year 7 premature babies were notified as being
born at home and 23 in institutions. Of the former one died
during the first day and of the latter 5 died within three days and
before their discharge to their homes.

This suggests that 20 per cent of .the premature babies died,
which is 8 per cent more than last year.

14



COMPARATIVE CRUDE BIRTH-RATES, CIVILIAN DEATH-RATES,
MATERNAL MORTALITY AND CASE-
RATES FOR CERTAIN INFECTIOUS DISEASES IN THE YEAR 1951.

ANALYSIS OF MORTALITY,

148 Smaller
r26 County Towns
Boroughs (Resident Lonf!:l.n Coulsdon
England and BiroaTanion .Hd'mr:m- amd Purley
and Wales, | Grear Towns 25,000-50,000 Frative {f”ﬁ_m
including e County. District.
London. 19310 Cemms).
Rates per 1,000 Home Population :
Births ¢
Live RBirths .. 15.5 17.3 16.7 17.3 12.2
Sull  Births .36 0.45 0.38 0.37 0.36
Deaths &
All causes ; 2.5 13.4 12.5 13.1 11.5
Typhoid and purut;.rphmd 0.00 .00 0.00 = !
Whooping cough 0.0l 0.01 0.01 0.01 -
Diphtheria 0.00 0.0 0.00 0.00 —_
Tuberculosis 0.31 0.37 0.31 0.38 0.33
Influenza 0.33 0.36 .38 0.23 0.23
Smallpox .00 0.0 000 3 -
Acute pﬂ]mmrelstls an.d
policencephalitis .00 0.01 0.01 0.00 —
Preumonia .6l 0.65 063 0.6l 0.51
MNolifications (Correcied)
Typhoid fever 0.00 000 0,00 0,01 0.12
Paratyphoid Ffever 0.02 0.03 0.02 0.01 0.05
Meningococral infection 0.03 .04 003 0.03 -
Scarlet fever 1.11 1.20 1.20 110 1.39
Whooping cough 1,87 362 4 .04 3.1 118
Diphtheria 0.02 0.02 0.03 0.0l —
Erysipelas 0.14 0.15 0.12 0.15 0.05
Smallpox 0.00 0,00 0.00 — —
Measles . . 14.07 1393 14.82 14.64 12.60
Pncumonia . 0.99 1.04 0.96 0.72 0.79
Acute Poliomyelitis (in-
cluding Policencephalitis)

Paralytic i 0.03 0.03 0.03 0.02 -
MNon-paralytic 0.02 0.02 c.03 0.02 —
Food poisoning . . 0.13 0.15 008 0.23 0.03

Deatia 2 Rates per 1,000 Live Births @
All causes under 1 vear
of age .. .. 29.6* 39 216 26.4 21.7
Enteritis nn.d d::rrhnu
under I years of age 1.4 1.6 1.0 0.7 —
HeE et - Rates per 1,000 (Live and Stll) Births :
uverperal  fever and
pyrexia 10.66 13.77 §.08 14,90 amn
England and Wales. Coulsdon and Purley Urban Districe.
Rates per 1,000 Total Rates per 1,000 Total
Maternal Mortality : {Live and Still} Births. {Live an.d Etlll] Births.
Abortion with Sepsis. . 0.09 =
Other abortion 0.05 —
Toxaemia 0.24 =
Haemorrhage 013 —
Sepsis B i 0.10 -
Other complications 0.18 ==

A dash (—) signifies that there were no cases.
* per 1,000 Related Live Births.
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INFECTIOUS DISEASE.

The following table indicates the numbers of cases of
infectious disease notified during 1951, the number thought to
have rl:;?ien treated in hospital, and the number of deaths which
occurred.

; Numbers Treated in Total

Disease. Notified. Hospital. Deaths.
Diphtheria = i — -— _—
Scarlet fever 90 43 —
Erysipelas 3 1 =
Puerperal pyrexia 3 2 _—
Pneumonia — primary ... 51 16 i3+
Typhoid fever 8 8 1
Paratyphoid 1L - 3 3 —_
Dysentery ... 22 19 —
Poliomyelitis — —— —
Measles R10 9 —
Whooping cough 204 3 —
Food poisoning ... 2 - —
ToTtaLs 1,196 104 34

* Includes deaths from all forms of pneumonia.

A further analysis of these cases by age, wards and the
months during which they occurred is given in Tables I and
IT in the Appendix, while a full statement of the cases of
infectious disease notified since 1921 is presented in Table III
in the Appendix.

It will be seen that measles was by far the commonest
notifiable infectious disease; in fact 1951 was a peak year for this
infection. Scarlet fever, now also a relatively mild disease, was
however less prevalent, and no cases of poliomyelitis or diphtheria
were notified. '

Excluding measles and whooping cough, which were not
notifiable between the two wars, and the hospital cases of dysen-
tery, which have remained at a comparatively low level, it is
noted that the incidence of the remaining acute infectious diseases
decreased from 3.1 per 1,000 population in 1950 to 2.6, which is
lower than the pre-war average, though still slightly higher than
in recent years, due this year to the increase in cases of pneumonia.

SMALLPOX.

On three occasions during the year individuals or groups of
persons were notified who had moved into the District, having
recently been in contact with a case of smallpox. They were all
kept under surveillance, and contacts were encouraged to obtain
vaccination or revaccination. No case of the disease resulted.

16



DIPHTHERIA.

For the fifth year in succession no confirmed case of diph-
theria has occurred in the District, and this year only one sus-
pected case was sent to hospital.

While this achievement, which is chiefly attributable to the
health services, is one of the most satisfying in recent years,
particularly when the saving of life, illhealth, manpower and
money 15 considered, there has been evidence of late that the germ
of this disease has not been absent from this neighbourhood, hence
1hedstalgldard of immunity of the population must not be permitted
to decline.

SCARLET FEVER.

There was a recession in the prevalence of scarlet fever in the
District during 1951, as was expected after two successive years in
which the number of cases was relatively high. The actual num-
ber of cases was 90 compared with 149, 138, 78 and 62 in the
preceding four years. Judging by previous experience the incid-
ence should not increase greatly during the next year or two.

The disease remains of a very mild type, resulting in an
increase in the number of missed cases, and it is, therefore, the
more difficult to limit its spread, or to forecast the number of
cases which can be expected. In fact, when it is remembered that,
associated with each case there are almost always other persons
carrying the germ and sometimes showing symptoms of illhealth
but not developing a rash, it is remarkable that the number
notified as scarlet fever remains relatively constant from year to
year. Similarly, it is surprising that for the last 4 years almost
all the cases have been young children. It would appear that with
advancing years an immunity is developed to the rash producing
elements, though not to the same extent to the invasion of the
actual germs. In 1951 only one case was over school age and
only 7 others were 10 years of age or older.

~ While contact at school is not the only way of spreading the
infection, it is obvious from the distribution of the cases that this
has probably the greatest influence. (No less than 24 of the
cases attended Selsdon school).

Of the 90 cases, 47 were treated at their homes and 43 in a
variety of Isolation Hospitals. (Wandle Valley 16, Bletchingly 9,
Cuddington 6, Croydon 4, Dorking 4 and The Grove 2). On only
one occasion was a second case notified from the same house as a
primary case, and then the infection may well have been passed
before the original case, which was being treated at home, was
diagnosed.

It is clear that in the majority of cases treatment can well be
provided at home. There appeared to be justification for all ex-
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cept 4 of the admissions to hospital, however, during 1951, which
is fewer than in the previous year.

Unnecessary hospitalisation should obviously be avoided in
view of the risks of cross infection for the patient, the absorption
of bed space and nursing manpower which might be otherwise
utilised, and the cost to the community.

ERYSIPELAS.

Only 3 cases of erysipelas were notified, compared with 4 in
each of the preceding two years. They were in no way connected
with each other, and, except for one who was a Mental Hospital
patient, were treated at their homes. All recovered.

PUERPERAL PYREXIA.

There were 3 cases notified as suffering from puerperal
pyrexia, compared with the recent average of 2 per annum. One
had been confined in hospital, another in a nursing home and the
third at her home. All recovered without being removed to
another type of establishment.

OPHTHALMIA NEONATORUM

No case of ophthalmia neonatorum was notified.

ENTERIC FEVER.

Eight cases of typhoid were notified, but seven of these all
being Phage Type A, occurred in the early Summer in one of the
Mental Hospitals where they were treated. The other who had
Phage Type D.l. contracted the disease in Italy and was treated
in a Nursing Home. One of the Mental Hospital cases died.

Three cases of Paratyphoid B infections were notified, two
being children and one a Mental Hospital case. All were treated
in hospital and recovered. One of the children was Phage Type
1, but the organism from the other child could not be typed.
There was no connection between the cases, and the source of
infection could not be traced. '

In addition three residents were among a party who mostly
suffered from a gastro-intestinal infection while in Paris. Some
were found to be suffering from paratyphoid on returning to this
Country, but the local residents had all recovered on their return.

DYSENTERY.

There were 22 notifications of dysentery compared with 28
in 1950, but of these 16 were inmates of one of the Mental
Hospitals and one a patient' of the other Mental Hospital. All

18



these were infected by the Flexner type of dysentery bacillus.
By contrast the 5 cases notified from among the residents in the
District were all isolated cases of the milder Sonne type of
dysentery.

FOOD POISONING.

Only two cases were notified which might have suffered
from food poisoning, a husband and wife who had eaten a meal
a quarter of an hour before the onset of symptoms. The most
suspicious article in their diet was some bottled fruit, which may
possibly have caused chemical poisoning.

A series of gastro-intestinal upsets in another family was
investigated, the vomit of one member having shown the presence
of pathogenic staphylococci. As the cases occurred at intervals
over a period of eight days and no special food could be incrim-
inated, it was concluded that an infection was being spread from
hand to mouth and that it did not originate from food.

POLIOMYELITIS.

Only one resident is known to have contracted Poliomyelitis
during the year, and the infection probably originated at a sea-
side resort. As the diagnosis was made in a Croydon general
hospital notification was accepted by Croydon.

Three other residents were treated in hospital for suspected
poliomyelitis, but one, who had been similarly suspected in 1950
when exhibiting the same symptoms, proved to be a case of
perencal muscular atrophy. Another had acute toxic poly-neuritis
and the third may have had a virus meningitis.

At least three residents had rather unusual meningitic
symptoms complicating mumps early in the year when the disease
was very prevalent, while a young child was admitted to hospital
in February with suspected meningitis which proved to be a case
of pneumonia.

PNEUMONIA.

During 1951, at least 51 cases of acute primary or influenzal
pneumonia are known to have occurred, the majority in January
and February when some residents suffered from influenza. This
18 twice the highest number of notifications received in any recent
year, but the apparent increase in cases resulted from an attempt
to assess the extent to which influenza was occurring. The ad-
mission of any case of pneumonia to hospital by ambulance was
followed up and the correct diagnosis ascertained.

{ﬂut least 16 of the cases are known to have been treated in
hospital, including 4 Mental Hospital patients.
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One advantage of tracing the hospital cases was that a more
complete picture of the prevalence of primary pneumonia was
obtained, for as usual notification was most spasmodic, two doctors
notifying more than half the cases. On the other hand as patients
were already in hospital when notified, no useful preventive
measures could be instituted. None of the cases appeared to be
interconnected.

A total of 33 deaths from all forms of pneumonia occurred
but only a few of them were among the notified cases.

MEASLES.

In the Annual Report for 1950 it was noted that a rapid
increase in the number of cases of measles had occurred in the
last two months when 371 of a total of 477 cases had been
notified. This wave, which began in October, 1950, continued
until August, 1951, the peak being in March, 1951 when 231
cases were notified out of a total of 810 cases notified during the
year.

This total is 105 more than the previous highest number of
notifications, which was in 1945. All parts of the District had
a large number of cases except Selsdon and, as usual, it was the
5-10 year old children who were chiefly affected, but a large
number of the 2-5 year old children also suffered. Fortunately,
the disease was of a fairly mild type with few complications, only
9 being admitted to hospital.

As waves of whooping cough, chickenpox and mumps occur-
red more or less concurrently with the measles epidemic, measures
to limit its spread were mostly impracticable and only the most
important cases could be visited by the Health Visitors.

Doubt has previously been expressed in these Reports as to
the usefulness of compulsory notification of measles and whooping
cough in a District such as this, and recent experience has tended
to confirm this view. Payment of the full notification fee has given
a more complete picture of the number of cases, but less preventive
work is practicable. Owing to the National Health Service Act
almost all cases are seen by private doctors and at an earlier
stage than hitherto, while modern methods of treatment reduce
the risks and combat the results of complications.

WHOOPING COUGH.

This disease was again fairly prevalent. In 1950 there had
been 242 cases with the peak in August, while in 1951 there were
204 cases with a slightly smaller peak in March. Only occasional
cases were occurring at the end of the year. The ages and geo-
graphical distributions were very similar to those for measles,
Selsdon having remarkably few cases.
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Only 3 cases were admitted to Hospital, and no death occur-

red from this disease.

Research in respect of preventive inoculations is producing
favourable results and it is anticipated that an official scheme will
become practicable in the near future.

TUBERCULOSIS.

The following table presents concisely the position with
regard to tuberculosis in the District during 1951:—

Non-

Pulmonary. | pulmonary. Toral.
M. F. M. F. M. F.
Number of cases on register, Ist
January, 1951 206 142 32 37 238 179
ADDITIONS, 1951:—
New cases notified 38 22 3 | 41 23
Cases removed into District 10 10 1 2 11 12
Restored to register 1 1 — -— 1 1
ToTAL ADDITIONS 49 i3 4 3 53 36
REMOWVALS, 1951:—
Deaths from (@) Tuberculosis 10 | — — i 15 4
(b) Other causes 4 1 1 2
Removed from District 9 9 1 2 10 11
Recovered i 6 1 2 2 8 3
Mon-tuberculous - - — - — - —
TotaL REMOVED FROM REGISTER 29 12 4 6 33 18
Mumber of cases on register, lst
January, 1952 ... 226 163 32 34 258 197

The following table shows the age-groups in which noti-

fications and deaths occurred :

New Cases.

Deaths.

Age Periods. Pulmanary.

Naon-

pulmonary.

Pulmeonary.
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pulmonary.
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Under 1 year
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65 and over
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The new cases were distributed amongst the wards as

follows :—
Selsdon
Localisation. |Coulsdon|Coulsdon| o, oy | pyrley,|Sander-| = g4 | Wood-
East. West. | stead. | parleigh.| core.
Pulmonary 11 15 2 Y 13 7 3
Non-
pulmonary ... 1 1 — -— 1 — 1
ToTaLs ... 12 16 2 2 14 7 4

The number of new notifications of pulmonary tuberculosis
was 60, compared with 47, 57, 48 and 59 in the previous four
years. This corresponds with a case rate of 93 per 100,000
population, which is above the average for the last 5 or 10 years,
and a considerable increase on last year. The fact that this rate
is now much higher than it was in the years immediately before
the war, is, however, partly due to the influence of Mass Radio-
graphy etc. in detecting more cases in their earlier stages, and
partly because the success of modern treatment encourages early
notification.

The incidence of this disease can be further reduced if more
hospital beds are made available, immunisation and segregation
of contacts is encouraged, and preferential treatment is given in
rehousing and rehabilitation.

By contrast with the case rate, the death rate from pulmonary
tuberculosis has again dropped to a low level, as it has nationally,
being only 17 per 100,000 population in 1951, compared with 31,
64 and 29 in the three preceding years, and a post-war average of
43. (Nationally it was 40 in 1949, 32 in 1950 and 28 in 1951.)

The incidence of new cases of non-pulmonary tuberculosis
decreased (6 per 100,000 population compared with 11 last year
and the post-war average of 12), while there were no deaths from
this form of tuberculosis compared with the post-war average of
3 per 100,000.

The Council continues to be responsible for two measures
aimed at combating this disease, viz., rehousing and disinfection,
but the County Council bears the responsibility for all other pre-
ventive measures except the treatment of cases, which has passed
to the Regional Hospital Boards. A scheme for the immunisation
of certain sections of the population is being instituted, and it is
hoped that still more beds for treatment will be made available.

The Mass X-ray Unit operated for a period during the
Autumn in South Croydon, this being the best site which could
be obtained to deal with those most needing examination in the
area. More Units will be required if the practice of annual re-
examinations is to be encouraged.
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The local Tuberculosis Clinic is held every Monday from
2-4 p.m. at the Surrey County Council Clinic, 62, Whytecliffe
Road, Purley.

PUBLIC HEALTH ACT, 1936, SECTION 172.
PUBLIC HEALTH (PREVENTION OF TUBERCULOSIS)
REGULATIONS, 1925.

No action has been required under these powers during
recent years.

NON-NOTIFIABLE INFECTIOUS DISEASE.

The group of non-notifiable infectious diseases again account-
ed for very few deaths, with the exception of influenza, to which
15 deaths were attributed in 1951.

Apart from the death returns, the only information as to the
presence of outbreaks of non-notifiable infectious disease is ob-
tained from the returns from the nurseries and public elementary
schools. As judged by these, waves of chickenpox and mumps
coincided approximately with those of measles and whooping
cough in the Spring. No case of ringworm was reported.

Home visitation and exclusion from school are still the two
chief methods relied upon to prevent the spread of these diseases.
Treatment in hospital is provided when required owing to social
or physical complications being present, but records of these ad-
missions are rarely received.

INFESTATIONS.
(a) ScCABIES.

During 1951 the number of persons treated by the Health
Department for this disease was only 11, (5 adults, 4 school
children and 2 children under 5 years), while a few contacts
were provided with a special soap now used as a preventative.
A total of 20 treatments was carried out, almost all in the patients’
own homes by the Medical Officer or a Nurse.

The welcome decrease in the prevalence of this disease is
shown by the following table :—
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¥ Number of Number of
SR Baths given. Persons treated.
1943 1,217 326
1944 905 399
1945 T68 349
1946 805 250
1947 316 172
1948 R 133 60
1949 49 15
1950 20 11
1951 20 11

It would be preferable if, in order to deal effectively with
contacts, more of the apparently isolated cases which occur from
time to time were referred to the Medical Officer of Health.

(b) VERMIN.

The number of cases of infestation noted remained small and
was limited to 24 children found to have head nits in school
Almost all of these were only casual infestations which immed-
iately responded to the treatment mainly provided by the
parents. A concerted effort is being made to deal with the
few families most prone to reinfestation.

THE CONTROL OF INFECTIOUS DISEASE.

The place of immunisation among the measures for the con-
trol of infectious disease remained much as in recent years, and it
is still very important that the parents of all children should ensure
that they are kept as highly immune as possible against diphtheria
by early immunisation and periodical enhancing doses.

The comparatively small risk of this treatment influencing
the onset of poliomyelitis is now well-recognised and precautionary
measures can be instituted as and when these are indicated. It
should certainly not deter parents from agreeing to immunisation
against diphtheria, which treatment will only be given if the time
is considered opportune by the doctor concerned.

DIPHTHERIA IMMUNISATION.

The following table shows the treatment given during 1951,
and the proportion of children estimated to have been immunised
in that year :—
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CeENTRES AND CLiNics (including day nurseries).
Number who completed Primary treatment 3zl
Number of “ Booster™ doses given i 118
SCHOOLS,
Number who completed Primary treatment 3
Number of * Booster™ doses given 685
GENERAL PRACTITIONERS.
Number who completed Primary treatment 71
Number given * Boosters™ ... 420
Proportion of children estimated to have been immunised:—
(a) from 1-5 years 49.39
(b) from 5-14 years ... 92.4%

The above figures suggest a decrease of about 200 in the
number receiving primary immunisation, mainly from general
practitioners, compared with the corresponding figures in 1950,
but a substantial increase in * boosting ” among the older children.

The percentage of the children aged 1 to 5 years, who
were estimated to have been immunised was the same as in

the previous year, but the proportion of school children who
had been treated probably increased by 1 per cent.

To repeat, it is incumbent upon parents to co-operate in
ensuring that diphtheria is not allowed to reappear in our midst.

VACCINATION.

The following table shows the number of vaccinations
performed in the District during 1951:—

WELFARE (CEMTRES.
Primary wvaccinations ... 273

GENERAL PRACTITIONERS.

Primary vaccinations 0-15 years ... 443
W i over 15 years 166
Re-vaccinations 0-15 years ... 90
" over 15 years 377

All these figures show a very substantial increase on those for
1950, which was probably due to the proximity of the Brighton
outbreak of smallpox, with which a number of residents were
indirectly in contact.

WHOOPING COUGH IMMUNISATION.

It is known that an appreciable proportion of children
are now given combined whooping cough and diphtheria
immunisation treatment by their private doctors under the
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National Health Service Act, but no records are called for or
available to the Medical Officer of Health.

Until recently it has been thought unwise to introduce an
official scheme of whooping cough immunisation pending the pro-
duction of materials which can be guaranteed as being reliable,
but it is probable that a scheme for this form of immunisation
will soon be introduced.

BACTERIOLOGICAL AND CHEMICAL EXAMINATIONS.

Almost all the specimens requiring bacteriological exam-
ination in the interests of the public health are sent to the
Public Health Laboratory, West Hill House, West Hill Road,
Epsom, and during 1951 reports were received on the following
specimens :—

Milk, ice cream, and water samples ... e 102396
Nose or throat swabs 40
Sputum 1
Faeces |

Urine

Vomit 77
Blood

Food

Samples of water requiring chemical analysis, and milk
for biological examinations are sent by the Local Authority
to The Clinical Research Association, while Food and Drug
samples are submitied to the Public Analyst.

DISINFECTION.

The disinfection of bedding, etc., is undertaken at the
Wandle Valley Hospital, while the disinfection of premises
is carried out by the officers of the Public Health Department.

For the convenience of ratepayers, the Council has decided
to arrange disinfection even when this is not essential in the
interests of public health, but in these cases the following
charges are made :(—

£1 per load of bedding, etc., 5s. for the first room and
2s. 6d. for each additional room disinfected at the same
time.

During 1951 the following disinfections were carried out:—

Free of Upon
Cosi. payment. Toral.
Loads of bedding, etc ... 101 7 108

Houses disinfected E 93 7 100
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MASSAGE ESTABLISHMENTS.

The provisions of Part IV of the Surrey County Council
Act, 1931, relating to the registration and management of
massage establishments, are in operation. There are 16 such
establishments in the Urban District.

NATIONAL ASSISTANCE ACT, 1948, SECTION 47.

The powers given under this section for securing the
removal of aged persons from insanitary conditions were not
utilised during 1951, but the threat of action in one border-
line case and alternative measures in another resulted in admission
to a Home or improved conditions.

The one case dealt with under this Section in 1949 is now
living happily and voluntarily in a Home for elderly people in
the neighbourhood.

NATIONAL ASSISTANCE ACT, 1948, SECTION 50.

Under the above section, as from 5th July, 1948, the Council
became responsible for the disposal of the remains of any
person dying in the District, where suitable arrangements
would not otherwise be made, and during the year 3 burials were
thus arranged.

HEALTH PROPAGANDA.

Steady use was made of the opportunities for health
propaganda at the Clinics and Centres in the area, and during
the visitation of the Health Visitors and Sanitary Inspectors.
In addition, a number of talks was given by the Officers to vol-
untary organisations.  The material provided by the Central
Council for Health Education and other bodies proved extremely
useful and was widely employed.

OTHER HEALTH SERVICES.

The local Council is represented on the S.E. Divisional
Health Sub-Committee of the County Health Committee, which
body has considerable delegated powers and responsibilities for
some of the allied Health Services. The Medical Officer of Health
for this District and his Deputy, who hold similar positions in the
Caterham and Warlingham Urban District, are also the responsible
officers for the Divisional Health Service, which deals with the
maintenance and detailed organisation of the following branches:-
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MATERNITY CLINICS.

These are now held at:—
62, Whytecliffe Road, 2nd, 4th and 5th Wed- (Purley and Kenley

Purley. nesday in each month, mothers).
2—4 p.m.
62, Whytecliffe Road, Every Thursday (Old Lodge Lane,
Purley. 2—4 p.m. Coulsdon and Sand-

erstead mothers).
Westway, Caterham- Ist, 3rd and 5th Mon- (Old Coulsdon

on-the-Hill. day in each month, mothers).
2—4 p.m.
The Baptist Church, 2nd and 4th Wednesday
Addington Road, in each month, 2—4
Selsdon. p.m.

It is open to any expectant or post-natal resident to attend
for advice and, when necessary, examination. The facilities
include the introduction of suitable cases to the maternity wards
at the local hospitals, and routine blood examinations for
Rh. factor, etc., which service may be of assistance to general
practitioners.

DoMiciLIARY AND HOME NURSING SERVICES.

The Midwifery and General Nursing Services have now been
divisionalised.

MIDWIVES.

The County midwives can be found as follows :—

Telephone:
*Miss Neighbour, Flat 1. “Woodlands,” Sanderstead
Hill, Sanderstead : oo SANMNderstead 3514
Miss Dale, Flat 2, “Wuudlands Sanderslead Hill.
Sanderstead o vo. aAMderstead 5654
*S.C.C. Nurses’ Home, Wesmew Wuudstﬂck Road,
Coulsdon ... Downland 4003

*Premature baby nutﬁts are held by these officers for use
throughout the Division.

Disr1cT NURSING SERVICE.

The services of general trained nurses employed by the
County Council can be obtained by application to:—

Telephone:
S.C.C. Nurses Home, “Westview,” Woodstock Road,

Coulsdon Downland 40035
Miss Dickinson, 58, Bnghmn Ruad Fur!ey ... UPLands 6815
Miss Lansdell, 32, Higher Drive, Purley UPLands 6715
Miss Hawking, Flat 1, The Quest, Sanderstead Rnad

Sanderstead ... SANderstead 1969
Miss Dale, Flat 2, "Wundlands.“ Sandemtead Rnad.

Sanderstead e BANderstead 5654
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HoMe HELP SERVICE.

Applications for the service of a Home Help should be
addressed to the Home Help Organiser, 115, Brighton Road,
Purley. In case of emergency the following telephone numbers
may be used :— UPLands 7014 or 9277, preferably between
9.30 and 10.30 a.m. Home Helps can only be supplied to cases
genuinely needing their assistance in which ill-health or old-age
are involved ; the capacity of the Service is limited, but
preference is given to those in greatest need, the degree of help
varying with the physical and social circumstances of the family.

FAMILY PLANNING.

The local Family Planning Clinic is now held at the Surrey
County Council Clinic, Westway, Caterham-on-the-Hill. Residents
needing advice are seen only by appointment and this should
be obtained by application to the Divisional Medical Officer
at 115, Brighton Road, Purley.

HEeALTH VISITORS.

The local Health Visitors are based on 115, Brighton
Road, Purley (UPLands 9277), and should normally be contacted
through the Divisional Medical Officer or the Divisional Health
Visitor (Miss K. M. O’Connor).

INFANT WELFARE CENTRES

The following Infant Welfare Centres are held regularly
from 2-4 p.m.:—

Methodist Church, Brighton Road, Coulsdon ... Ewvery Thursday.
Church of St. Francis, Rickman Hill, Coulsdon ... Every Tuesday.
5t. John's Hall, Bradmore Green, Old Coulsdon ... Every Wednesday.
Methodist Church, Sylverdale Road, Purley ... Every Friday.
Baptist Church, Addington Road, Selsdon ... ... Every Monday.
Congregational Church, Sanderstcad Road, Sander-
Stead ..« Bwery Friday.
Whitgift Sports Pavilion, Lime Meadow Avenue, Every other
Sanderstead ' ol £ et = Thursday.
Laing’s Estate Office, Mitchley Avenue, Purley ... Ist and 3rd Tues-
day in each
month.
Community Centre, Hooley ... ... 1st and 3rd Wed-
nesday in each
month.

The first session in each month at those centres which
are held weekly (except at Old Coulsdon) is chiefly devoted to
the supervision of toddlers, while a Toddlers’ Session is held
at the Selsdon Centre from 10-12 noon on the 2nd and 4th
Wednesday in each month.
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Day NURSERIES.

The two local Day Nurseries, which are situated as follows,
accept the children of residents for health reasons or if they come
within certain very limited social groups.

* Hazelglen " Day Nursery, Sanderstead Road, Sanderstead.
(SANderstead 5329.) Matron: Miss J. DAVISON.

Old Coulsdon Day Mursery, Bradmore Green, Old Coulsdon.
{(Downland 4071.) Maitron: Mrs. L C. Bryan, S.R.N.

EYE DEfFeCTS AND DENTAL TREATMENT.

Children under 5 years of age suffering from eye defects
are referred by appointment from the Infant Welfare Centres to
the County Council eye clinic held at 62, Whytecliffe Road,
Purley. Similarly, ante-natal or nursing mothers and children under
5 years needing dental treatment are referred for treatment to the
dental clinic sessions held in the same premises.

SCHOOL HEALTH SERVICE.

The Surrey County Council is also responsible for this
service, the responsible officer locally being the Divisional
Medical Officer, 115, Brighton Road, Purley, but representatives
of the local Council serve on the South Eastern Divisional Execu-
tive, which is based on 38, Grovelands Road, Purley. (UPLands

7601).

ScHooL CLINICS,
The following minor ailment clinics are held weekly at:—

8.C.C. Clinic, 62, Whytecliffe Road, Purley ... Thursdays
9—11 a.m.
Baptist Church, Addington Road, Selsdon ... ... Mondays
1.30—2.0 p.m.
St. John's Hall, Bradmore Green, Old Coulsdon ... Wednesdays
1.45—2.0 p.m.

The following clinics for school children are also held at
62, Whytecliffe Road, Purley.

School dental clinic ...  Fridays 1.30 or by appointment.
School Eve clinic :
Speech therapy clinic ... } By appointment.

Remedial exercise clinic

OTHER COUNTY SERVICES.
AMBULANCES.

The Ambulance Stations in this District are at present at:—

Telephone:

Purley Fire and Ambulance Station, Brighton Road,
Purley : i ... UPLands 2222

Sanderstead Fire and Ambulance Slatlun lepsﬁeld
Road, Sanderstead ... ... SANderstead 2222
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The Area Superintendent, Mr. R. A. Cupit, is stationed at
the S.C.C. Main Ambulance Station, Smallfield, Horley (Small-
field 271).

WELFARE OFFICERS.

The County Welfare Officers can be found as follows:—

Telephone:
Mr. W. J. Middleton (Principal Divisional Welfare
Officer), 108, Windermere Road, Coulsdon ... UPLands 0776

Mr. E. G. Griffiths, (Divisional Welfare Officer), 108,

Windermere Road. Coulsdon ; UPLands 0776

WELFARE HOMES.

These are situated in the Chipstead and Caterham areas, ad-
joining the Coulsdon and Purley District, namely:—

Telephone:
* Chipstead Lodge,” Hazelwood Lane, Chipstead ... Downland 4811
“Santa Tecla,” Stanstead Road, Caterham ... ... Caterham 2641

DuLy AUuTHORISED OFFICER FOR MENTAL HEALTH SERVICE.

The Duly Authorised Officer for this District can be found as
follows:—

Telephone:
Mr. D. E. Twivey, 44, Reigate Hill, Reigate ... ... Reigate 3357

CHILDREN"S OFFICER.

The care of children apart from their parents is the respon-
sibility of the County Council under the provisions of the
Children’s Act, 1948  The Children's Welfare Officer for this
area is as follows:—

Telephone:
Miss J. M. Vann, Children's Department, County Hall,

Kingston-upon-Thames KINgston 1050

BrLiND WELFARE WORKER.

Telephone:
Miss Mitchell, 53, Abbey Road. Selsdon ... SAMderstead 2790

HOSPITALS.

This District comes within the ambit of two Hospital Groups
of the S.W. Metropolitan Regional Hospital Board, viz., the Croy-
don and Redhill Groups, which are centred on the Croydon
General Hospital, London Road, Croydon, (Tel. No.: CROydon
3425), and the Redhill County Hospital, Earlswood Common,
Redhill, (Tel. No.: Redhill 3581).
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The majority of the local residents needing in-patient hospital
treatment are admitted to the Redhill County Hospital, especially
the local maternity cases, but out-patient treatment is supplied by
both Groups, while a proportion attend Out-patients’ Departments
at St. Helier’s Hospital and the London Hospitals.

CLINICS ADMINISTERED BY THE GROUP HOSPITAL

BOARDS.
TUBERCULOSIS—
62, Whytecliffe Road, Purley ... Every Monday 1.30—3.30 p.m.
WENEREAL DISEASE—
Croydon General Hospital ... Males:
Tuesdays, 7 p.m.
Saturdays, 10.45 a.m.
Women and Children:
Wednesdays, 2.30 p.m.
Thursdays, 11.0 a.m.
Fridays, 5.30—7.0 p.m.
Redhill County Hospital ... ... Males:
Mondays, 5—7 p.m.
Females:

Wednesdays, 5—7 p.m.

CONSULTANT SERVICE.

The general practitioners have been supplied by the Reg-
ional Hospital Board with particulars of the specialists whose
services are available in the District.

EMERGENCY UNITS.

The Emergency Units or “ Flying Squads ” based on Redhill
County, St. Helier and May Day Hospitals are available at any
time for bona fide service in this District.

ASSOCIATED VOLUNTARY BODIES.

MoralL WELFARE WORKER.
Miss Pottinger, 1, Sunnyrise, Caterham ... Caterham 3728

MATIONAL SOCIETY FOR THE PREVENTION OF CRUELTY To CHILDREN.
Inspector R. Lee, 37, Hartley Road. Croydon ... THOrnton Heath 4250

Courspon anND PURLEY GUILD OF SOCIAL SERVICE.
Miss Honeyman, 105, Brighton Road, Purley ... ... UPLands 6800

Covrspon anp Purrey OLp PeoprLeE's WELFARE ASSOCIATION,
Secretary: Mr. A. Lever, 4, Britton Crescent,
Sanderstead ... SANderstead 1171
CouLsponN AND PURLEY MARRIAGE Guipance CouNcCiIL.
Secretary: Mrs. H. W. Pritchard, 38, Russell Hill,

Purley UPLands 9029

Rosap SareTy CoMmmiITTEE (CourLspon aND PURLEY).

Secretary: Mr. A. E. Hartnall, 137, Coulsdon Road,
Old Coulsdon.
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HOUSING.

The following is a statistical record of work carried out
in respect of the sanitary condition of dwelling houses, as

" required by the Minister.
1.

INSPECTION OF DWELLING HOUSES DURING THE YEAR 1951.

(1)(@) Total number of houses inspected for housing defects
(under Public Health or Housing Acts) = ol

(b) Number of inspections made for the purpose

(2) (@) Number of dwelling houses (included under sub-head
(1) above) which were inspected and recorded under
the Housing Consolidated Regulations, 1925 ...

(b) Number of inspections made for the purpose

(3) Number of d“m"ﬁ houses found to be in a state so danger-
ous or injurious to health as to be unfit for human habitation

{4) Number of dwelling houses (exclusive of those referred
to under the preceding sub-head) found not to be in all
respects reasonably fit for human habitation

REMEDY oOF DEFECTS DURING THE YEAR WITHOUT SERVICE OF
ForMAL MNOTICES: —

Number of defective dwelling houses rendered fit in conse-
q%mne of informal action by the Local Authority or their

ACTION UNDER STATUTORY POWERS DURING THE YEAR:—

{a) Proceedings under Sections 9, 10 and 16 of the Housing
Act, 1936 :—

(1) Number of dwelling houses in respect of which notices
were served requiring repairs ;

(2) Number of dwelling houses which were rendered fit after
service of formal notices :—

(@) By owners ; i
{(b) By Local Authority in default uf Owners
(h) Proceedings under the Public Health Acts :(—

(1) Number of dwelling houses in respect of which notices
were served requiring defects to be remedied ...

(2) Mumber of dwelling houses in which defects were rem-
edied after service of formal notices :—

{(a) By owners - " :
(b) By Local Authority in default DE owners

{c) Proceedings under Sections 11 and 13 of the Housing
Act, 1936 —

(1) Wumber of dwelling houses in respect of which Dem-
olition Orders were made

(2) Number of dwelling houses demolished in pursuancc
of Demolition Orders

{d) Proceedings under Section 12 of the Huumng Act, 1936:—

(1) Number of separate tenements or underground rooms
in respect of which Closing Orders were made
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1,440
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Nil

282

n

Nil

Nil
Nil
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(2) Mumber of separate temements or underground rooms
in respect of which Closing Orders were determined,
the tenement or room having been rendered fit ... Nil

4. Housing AcT, 1936, ParT IV—OVERCROWDING : —

{a) (1) Number of dwelling houses overcrowded at end of year 9
{2) Number of families dwelling therein 13
(3) Number of persons dwelling therein .. 49

(b) Number of new cases of overcrowding reported during the
year 6

(c) (1) Number of cases of overcrowding relieved during the

vear 8
{2) Number of persons concerned in such cases ... 39

(d) Particulars of any cases in which dwelling houses have again
become overcrowded after the Local Authority has taken
steps for the abatement of overcrowding ... P . |1

NUMBER OF NEw HOUSES ERECTED DURING THE YEAR:—
By the Local Authority P
By other persons 82

The Chief Sanitary Inspector reports that * In spite of in-
creasing difficulties associated with the repair of unfit houses a
considerable measure of repair work has been carried out during
the year and a total of 390 houses were rendered fit in conse-
quence of action taken by the Department. This number compares
favourably with the figure of 217 recorded in the previous year,
despite . the fact that fewer houses were inspected. This trend
emphasizes the policy being pursued of dealing only with the more
urgent items of disrepair under the provisions of the Public
Health Act in preference to action visualised under the provisions
of the Housing Act, 1936.

Nevertheless, it is becoming more and more apparent that
only complete revision of the legislation dealing with the repair
and maintenance of houses will resolve the problem presented by
high cost repairs in relation to low controlled rents.

With the need at the present time for more and more houses,
it is virtually impossible to consider demolition, except in extreme
cases, yet such action would be inevitable in many cases if the
statutory steps to be taken under the Housing Act were pursued.

These factors are no doubt of much more concern in many
areas in the country, but the gradual deterioration in the condition
of the class of property under consideration, even in districts such
as this where the general level of housing is of a much higher
standard than the average, points to the urgency of the problem.

The Housing Department have again shown their readiness
to assist where possible in the more acute cases of overcrowding.”
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WATER SUPPLY.

The water supply of the District was, as in previous years,
provided by the Sutton District Water Company and the East
Surrey Water Company, with a private supply supplementing, as
necessary, at Cane Hill Hospital.

Routine samples of the treated water in public supply were
submitted quarterly for bacteriological and chemical examination.
In addition, two samples were obtained for bacteriological exam-
ination only from the private supply at Cane Hill Hospital, making
18 samples in all.

In addition, both the Water Companies and the Local
Authorities sharing these public supplies provided the Depart-
ment with copies of the reports on the samples taken by them.
No complaints were received during the year with regard to
the quality or gquantity of water supplied by the Companies,
and no unsatisfactory reports were received on the samples taken
from the supplies to the District.

The Cane Hill Hospital Management Committee has made
arrangements with the Public Health Department of the London
County Council for routine sampling and supervision of the water
supply from the relatively shallow well in their grounds, which
is used exclusively by this Hospital. Adequate chlorination is
essential and steps have been taken to ensure this and to effect
closer co-operation between the officers of the three authorities
interested in the standard of this supply.

The results of two chemical and two bacteriological examin-
ations of the water in public supply are given below and these are
fairly typical of the reports received:—

CHEMICAL ANALYSIS.

Surton Districe Bast Surrey

Warer Company. Warer Company.

Parts per Graing per Parts pér  Graing per

100,000, Gallon, 100,000, Gallon.
Total solids (dried at 180°C.) ... 20.0 14.0 17.0 11.9
Combined chlorine (C1) ... ... 1.7 1.2 1.8 1.3

equivalent to Sodium Chloride
(Na CI). 2.8 20 3.0 2.1

Nitric nitrogen (Nitrates) ... ... 0.30 0.21 0.58 0.41
Nitrous nitrogen (Nitrites) ... Minute trace present. Minute trace present.
Ammoniacal nitrogen ... ... ... Nil Mil 0.0004  0.0003
Albuminoid nitrogen .. 0.0002 0.0001 0.0004 0.0003
Oxygen absorbed m4hr.:-ur5 at 27° C Nil Mil Mil Mil
Lead or Copper ... : Nil Nil Nil Nil
Temporary - hardness [ equivalent | 99 6.3 4.0 2.8
Permanent hardness to 30 2.1 4.0 2.8
Total hardness CaCO3 12.0 8.4 8.0 5.6

35



BACTERIOLOGICAL EXAMINATION.

Probable number of coliform bacilli,
MacConkey 2 days, 37°C. 0 per 100 ml. 0 per 100 ml.

There are no private wells in use in the District ; all houses
are provided with a mains supply laid into the house, and there
are no standpipes for common use.

A total of 46 samples were taken from the supplies of the
two Companies and examined for hardness by the Department,
all of which were satisfactory, in that adequate softening had
been carried out.

RAINFALL.

The rainfall registered by the automatic rain gauge installed
at Alderstead Heath was 44.45 inches, this being an increase of
12.67 inches compared with the previous year.  The monthly
totals throughout the year were as follows :—

inches.
January 3.86
February 7.11
March 3.95
April 349
May 2.52
June 1.66
July 225
August 4.90
September ... 3.40
October 1.22
November ... s i 6.89
December 3.20

DRAINAGE AND SEWERAGE.

A total of 915 yards of new sewers was constructed during
the year, and of this total 635 yards were in connection with a
scheme for converting the cesspools of 24 houses to main drainage.

A further 250 yards were constructed by joint agreement
between the owners concerned and the Council, in order to pro-
vide main drainage in connection with a group of 5 houses, a
catering establishment and a piggery on Farthing Downs. The
remaining 30 yards were necessitated by the development of
Council Housing Estates.

CLOSET ACCOMMODATION.

During the year the Council continued, to a limited extent,
the implementation of their long standing policy of eliminating
cesspool drainage in the District wherever possible. As a result,
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30 houses, in addition to the piggery and catering establishment
referred to above were connected to the public sewer and 28
cesspools abolished.

At the end of the year the following pail closets and cess-
pools remained in use:—
Premises with pail closets ... 14
Number of cesspools PR I. =

The contents of pail closets at private premises are disposed
of in the gardens by the occupiers of the houses.

PUBLIC CLEANSING

The collection of refuse was continued on a weekly basis
throughout the year, and the charges for trade refuse collection
and for cesspool emptying remain unchanged.

SMOKE ABATEMENT.

The chimneys of the small factories in the District give little
trouble and no serious nuisance was recorded during the year.

RIVERS AND STREAMS.

- From time to time inspections are made of the watercourses
in the District, and they have been cleared whenever necessary.
No particular difficulty has arisen in regard thereto.

CAMPING SITES.

The Boy Scouts’ camping site at Featherbed Lane continues
to be used, and is conducted in a very satisfactory manner.

Tents and caravans have not hitherto been a serious problem,
but during the early part of the year an influx of gipsies into two
parts of the District gave rise to serious nuisance owing to the
depositing of litter and lack of sanitary conveniences, the amenities
of the adjoining areas being adversely affected.

Action was taken under Section 57 of the Surrey County
Council Act, 1931, as amended, and complaint was made to the
Court in accordance with the provisions of the Act. As a result,
Orders were made by the Court requiring the removal of the
moveable dwellings and prohibiting any further placing of such
dwellings within areas defined on maps attached to the Orders.

This action appears to have had the desired effect, and no
further trouble has been experienced.
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SWIMMING BATHS.

There are two swimming baths in the District which are used
by the general public, and during the year 9 samples of water
were obtained for examination.

Four were reported as unsatisfactory, including two which
were taken at the same time for chemical and bacteriological
examination.

Representations were made that insufficient chlorination had
been provided, and subsequent samples proved satisfactory.

SHOPS AND OFFICES.

As far as possible inspections have been made of the sanitary
accommodation, washing facilities, heating and ventilation of
shops and offices, and improvements have been effected as cir-
cumstances have permitted.

The Chief Sanitary Inspector reports that * Surveys are
carried out as and when necessary to observe compliance with the
Shops Act in respect of general closing hours, half day closing and
Sunday trading, with individual inspections as necessary in respect
of conditions of employment of young persons.

In addition, advice is given to traders on the operation of the
Shops Act as related to specific trades.

It is anticipated that, in due course, amended legislation
to that existing will be introduced in the light of the Report of
the Gowers Committee on this subject. This will necessitate a
complete review of the position and, with this in mind, a new
register has been prepared and tabulated.”
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FACTORIES AND WORKPLACES.

FacTtories Acts, 1937 and 1948.

PART I
1. INSPECTIONS.
Number of
Number
- an
il Register. Fnspec- Written Ocenpiers
fiomns. ngHces. progecuted.
(i) Factories in which Sections
1,2, 3, 4 and 6 are to be en-
forced by Local Authorities 39 51 6 —
(ii) Factories not included in (1) in
which Section 7 is enforced
by the Local Authority 139 200 15 —
(i) Other Premises in which Sec-
tion 7 is enforced by the
Local Authority (excluding
out-workers’ premises) 4 T 4 —
TOTAL ... 182 258 25 —
2. CASES IN WHICH DEFECTS WERE FOUND.
Number of cares in which defeers were found. Nﬂmﬁ:f of
cases ;.:
Particulars. Referred pE::::H-
Found. | Remedied.| To H.M. By H.M. | tions toere
Ingpecror. | Imspector. | imsticuted.
Want of cleanliness (S.1) 8 5 1 -
Overcrowding (5.2) — — . e
Unreasonable temperature (S.3) — - - —
Inadequate wventilation (S4) ... — e = —
Ineffective drainage of floors (5.6) i — — —
Sanitary Conveniences (S.7)
(a) Insufficient... : o 3 3 1 -—
(b) Unsuitable or -::lt‘:fectwe 14 14 - s
(c) Not separate for sexes —_ - —_ —_
Other offences against the Act
(not including c-%f ences rclatmg
to Qutwork) : — S — =t
THEAL iis 25 22 2 -
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PART VI

OUTWORK.

(SECTIONS 110 anp 111)

Secrion rro.

Secrion 111,

Ne. of No. af No. of
Nazure of &ork. our-workers| cases of No. "f_ ,-,.,,::m:“
in August | defauls "ﬁ-mm:." of work in |  Nortices Prosecu-
list required| in rending ;“!'r“’ OF | unmholes rerped. fions.
by Secr. | lises vo che | 79 H”: e Iome
rra(r) (el Council. sapply listr, premises.
: Making, etc. 33 —— _— i -2 .
Wearin {Cleaning and
apparel{  washing ... - = o = 4 2L
Household linen 2 —_ = —— = i
Paper bags ... 1 — — LR £, .8
Carding, etc. of buttons
etc. 29 —— — -— s £}
Cosaques, Christmas
crackers,  Christmas
stockings, etc. B - = 1 ) a,
ToTaL 73 — — — = "

SANITARY INSPECTIONS, ETC.

The following is a summary of the complaints received,
visits made, notices served and defects remedied during the

year 1951.

There was again an increase in the number of complaints
received, mainly due to more complaints of unsound food, wasps’
nests and infestation by rats and mice.

The total number of visits made by the Sanitary Inspectors
compared very favourably with the previous year, and those
premises in which food is prepared and stored for sale continued
to receive special attention.

The Chief Sanitary Inspector and his colleagues can again
be congratulated on a very full and useful year’s work.
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CoMPLAINTS RECEIVED.

General disrepair and insanitary conditions
Dampness
Obstruction of hghl by trees
Overcrowding =

Defective drainage systcms

Blocked drainage systems ...

Defective drainage fittings .
Defective sinks and lavatory basins .
Defective W.C. pans and flushing apparatus
Defective service water pipes :
Defective hot water systems

Defective chimney stacks

Absence of, or defective dustbins
Insanitary pig waste bins
Accumulation of refuse, etc.

Insanitary A.R.P. shelters

Rats and mice ...

Keeping of animals

Insect pests, etc.

Wasps' nests

Unsound food

Miscellaneous

SUMMARY OF VISITS MADE.

NMumber of houses visited
Number of reinspections and calls made
Verminous premises 4
Water supply
Tents, vans and sheds
Schools
Places of entertamment
Licensed premises ...
Storage of refuse ...
Accumulations .
Piggeries, fowls and other animals
Stables :
Rats and Mice Destruction
Drainage inspected
Drainage tested
Pail closets
Cesspools
Urinals s z
Smoke observations o2
Sewers and street gullms
Cowsheds, dairies and ITIIikEhIDPE
Ice-cream premises . i
Meat shops :
Food preparing premises ...
Other food shops
Bakchouses—Power
Other
Slaug hterhuuses
Food Inspection—Meat ...
' o Other Food

Factories—Power Fei

g Other
Workplaces o ise
Outworkers
Shops Act ;
Infectious disease enqmnes
Infectious disease contacts
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337
1,127
38
10
380

T 20
15
36

103

110

3,757
1,893
224

204

187
150
150
101
254
399

e

25
27
219
152
42

25
576
137
38



Food poisoning enquiries ...
Disinfection i

Disinfestation s

Swimming baths .
Sampling—Food and L‘lrugs Act, 1933

% Ice-cream

i Milk l:bactcnﬂlﬂglcal}
> Water ...

5 Milk l’bmluglcalj

Interviews k
Miscellaneous ‘I.'ISIlE

ToTAL

DEFECTS REMEDIED.

Drainage and Sanitary Fittings:

Drains examined and tested
Drains repaired :

Drains reconstructed

Blocked drains cleared

Soil and vent pipes repaired or renewed e
Inspection chamber covers renewed and frames rebedded
Fresh air inlets repaired or renewed
New W.C. pans fixed

New W.C. seats provided

W.C. flushing cisterns repaired or renewed

Cesspools provided or enlarged

Cesspools cleansed, repaired or renewed

Cesspools abolished

House drains disconnected from cesspnnls and connected tn

sewer ..

Sewage treatment pIimt repanred

Soakaways constructed
Eaves putters and stack pipes renewed or repalred
" New lavatory basins fixed

New baths fixed :

Glazed sinks renewed or repaln:d

Waste pipes trapped, repaired or renewed

Sink gully surrounds repaired

Pail closets abolished

New wurinals provided

Miscellaneous

General Housing Repairs:

Defective roofs repaired

Chimney stacks repaired ...

Yards paved, or paving repalred
Dampness in walls remedied
Damp-proof courses provided .
Additional sub-floor wventilation pr—:mded
External walls repaired i
Walls and ceilings repaired

New ceilings provided

Walls of rooms cleansed

Ceilings of rooms cleansed

Floors repaired or renewed ’
Ventilation and lighting of rooms |mpmv:d
Larders provided .
Windows repaired or renewed

Doors repaired or renewed

Steps repaired =

Firegrates repalt'ed or renewed

Coppers repaired or renewed

Boiler flues repaired

Service water pipes r&palred or renewed
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Additional ventilation and light provided to W.C. apartments .. 1

Walls and ceilings of W.C. apartments cleansed ... 10

Portable dustbins provided 7

Accumulations removed ... 15

Miscellaneous 4
Ratproofing:

Work carried out by nceup:ers of premises after completion
of treatments

(78]
[ 9]

Food Premises:

lece Cream conservators cleansed
New cold store provided to butcher’s shup
Food shops reconstructed

Hot water supply provided for ablution purpﬂﬁes
Lavatory basins provided

Glazed sinks provided

Drainage boards provided ..

Sinks and draining boards cleans«ed

Waste pipes repaired =

Staff sanitary accommodation mpalmd

Staff sanitary accommodation reconstructed
Staff sanitary accommodation cleansed

Staff sanitary accommodation provided ...

Walls and ceilings cleansed and repaired
Floors repaired or relaid :
Floors cleansed

Food preparation rooms enlarge.d ;

New vegetable preparation room prnwded
Additional ventilation provided to kitchens
Windows cleansed and repaired ...

Food store provided S

Yards paved i

Roofs repaired i

Blocked drains cleared

Accumulations removed

Miscellaneous

[

— L —
LA O L e R L e B e L =] D b N Y e ) s e LA = —

—

—_—

[

MOTICES SERVED.

Preliminary Notices 563
Statutory MNotices ... 11

LEGAL PROCEEDINGS.

In addition to the action in respect of moveable dwellings,
referred to previously in this Report, legal proceedings were insti-
tuted in the following cases:—
Shops Aet, 1950—
Contravention of the provisions relating to Sunday Trad-
ing in Shops.
Defendant fined £1. 0s. 0d. and £1. 1s. 0d. costs.

Food and Drugs Act, 1938, Section 9—Unfit Food—
Defendant fined £5. 0s. Od. and £1. 1s. 0d. costs for
selling a cake containing a foreign body.
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SCHOOLS.

Matters affecting adversely the hygenic conditions of the
schools are normally reported by the Divisional Medical Officer
to the Divisional Executive or, in the case of the canteens, to

the Central Committee concerned.  Improvements are slowly
being effected, but progress is retarded by the dimensions of the
problems and the economic condition of the Country.

Close co-operation exists between the School Health and
Public Health Services in relation to the above and the prevention
of the spread of infectious disease.

DISINFESTATION.

During the year only 2 houses needed to be, and were disin-
fested owing to the presence of bed bugs, including one which was
fumigated with Hydrogen Cyanide by an Operating Company in
accordance with Hydrogen Cyanide (Fumigation of Buildings)
Regulations, 1938.

Action was also taken by the Department in 67 cases of in-
festation with other pests such as cockroaches, crickets and wasps.

In the majority of cases disinfestation was carried out by
spraying with a proprietary insecticide.

PREVENTION OF DAMAGE BY PESTS ACT, 1949.

The table on the following page is a tabular statement
indicating the action taken in 1951 under this Act.

During 1951, 41 visits were made to the Council Depots
at Millstock, Purley Oaks, Kenley and Old Lodge Lane.

In accordance with the requirements of the Ministry of
Agriculture and Fisheries, a routine test baiting of the sewers
in the District was carried out, with subsequent maintenance
treatment as necessary. Only minor infestations were recorded.

During the year the Council’s charges for services rendered
in the destruction of rats and mice were revised. A charge of
6/3d. per hour, plus the cost of materials is now made for carrying
out this service at premises other than private dwellings, and a flat
rate charge of 5/-d. in respect of private dwellings.

The Council continue to undertake the routine disinfestation
of schools and school canteens owned by the County Council
within the District, as and when necessary, on a contract basis.

44







INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD.
MILK.

MiLk AND DAIRIES REGULATIONS, 1949,

In accordance with these Regulations, the handling, distri-
bution and sale of milk after leaving the point of production
continued to receive the necessary supervision.

The entries in the register, which is required to be kept,
were as follows:—

Distributors of Milk in the district ... 13
Premises registered as Dairies 2

The two registered Dairies are equipped with pasteurising
plant and are licensed by the Council under the provisions of
the Milk (Special Designation) (Pasteurised and Sterilised Milk)
Regulations, 1949.

By virtue of the Milk (Special Designations) (Specified Areas)
Order, 1951, which came into operation on the 1st October, 1951,
the use of a special designation became obligatory in respect of
all sales of milk within the Urban District.

MILK SAMPLING.

The routine sampling of milk was continued and a total of
306 samples was submitted for bacteriological and biological
examination, with the results set out in the following tables:—

BACTERIOLOGICAL.
TESTS REQUIRED BY THE MILK (SPECIAL DESIGNATION) REGULATIONS, 1949
Methylene Blue. Phaspharare. Turbidiry.
Designation. 'Pg:r:"

] Satis- |Umsaris-| Sarie- |Unsasie-| Sapis- |Unsaris-

factory. | facrory. | factory. | fectory. | fastory. | factory.
Pasteurised ... ...| 2 198 2.1 200 1"— — —
T0. (Raw) .. | .. 15 12 3 — - -
T.T. (Pasteurised) 31 30 | 3l | — — | —
Sterilised 19 — - — | — 19| —
ToTaLs ... | 265 | 240 6 | 231 | — 19| —
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BIOLOGICAL.

Piationtion h;um* Tubercle Bacillus.

er.
.+.. -
Tuberculin Tested 21 —_ 21
Eingmided = S0 o e e 20 — 20
ToOTALS 41 _— 41

It is satisfactory to record that all the samples of Pasteurised
milk satisfied the Phosphatase Test of the efficiency of pasteurisa-
tion. The small number of adverse reports referred only to the
Methylene Blue (keeping quality) test.

During the year the question of human tuberculosis caused by
the bovine type of tubercle bacilli was again considered by the
Medical Officers in the County, and a standard practice for the
routine biological testing of all milk (including T.T. milk) which
is sold to the public without heat treatment was agreed.

As a minimum it was considered that samples should be taken
from each producer four times a year, additional samples being
taken if considered necessary. Chiefly owing to the increased
sampling elsewhere in the County application of this practice had
the effect of reducing considerably the number of samples taken
in this District, but the standard of supervision was maintained.

MiILK (SPECIAL DESIGNATION) REGULATIONS, 1949.

Licences to sell milk under the above Regulations were
issued as follows :—

Dealers:
Tuberculin Tested 11
Pasteurised 12
Sterilised 13
Supplementary
Tuberculin Tested o i 10
Pasteurised 10
Sterilised 7

ICE CREAM.

Under the provisions of Section 64 of the Coulsdon and
Purley Act, 75 premises within the District are registered for the
sale of ice cream and 3 in respect of the manufacture and sale of
this commodity, the latter being one less than in 1950. In addition,
the sale of ice cream is carried on from 22 premises exempt from
registration.
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The bulk of the ice cream retailed in the Dis:trict is ol:?tained
by the vendors from manufacturers whose premises are situated
outside the District.

A total of 104 samples of ice cream were examined for
bacterial quality by submission to the methylene blue reduction
test, and placed in the following provisional grades—

Grade 1 68
Grade 11 22
Grade 111 13
Grade IV 1

Grade 1 and II samples can be considered satisfactory; only
about a fifth of the samples taken from any dealer should be of
Grade III quality, and none of Grade IV. By this standard the
above results can be considered very satisfactory; apparently the
gradual improvement in the bacterial quality of ice cream noted
in recent years is continuing.

MEAT.

The two private slaughterhouses in the District have not been
licensed since 1940. In 1951 two licences were issued under the
Slaughter of Animals Act, 1933, for the purpose of slaughtering
at two Public Institutions in the District.

At the request of the South-West Metropolitan Regional
Hospital Board, post-mortem inspections have been made of all
animals slaughtered at Cane Hill Hospital for consumption by
the inmates, and a similar arrangement appertains in respect of
Netherne Hospital.

The carcases and offals of 25 cattle, 2 calves and 62 pigs were
inspected for evidence of disease, and the carcase and organs of
one cow, together with a small quantity of other offals, were con-
demned as unfit for food. No animals were affected with tuber-
culosis.

Meat delivered to local butchers’ shops from the Wholesale
Meat Supply Association Depot situated outside the District was
inspected on frequent occasions.

During the year the Council made representations to the
Ministry of Food in regard to the delivery of meat within the
Urban District, expressing the opinion that the present system of
meat delivery and the type of vehicle used is far from ideal, and
that in their view meat should not be laid on the floors of delivery
vans, but should be properly suspended. In their reply the
Ministry stated that they are very much alive to the problem, but
whilst they cannot promise the introduction of the hanging gear in
vehicles as suggested by the Council, the suggestion will be borne
in mind in the light of the Report of the Inter-Departmental Com-
mittee on Meat Inspection, which deals amongst other things with
the transport and handling of meat.
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FOOD PREMISES.

The routine inspection of food shops and other premises
where food is prepared continued to form an important part
of the work of the Department. A register of all such premises
includes the following :—

Confectioners 58
Butchers 29
Fishmongers (Wet and Dry) ... 14
Fishmongers (Fried)) B
Bakers 25
Greengrocers 47
Ice-cream premises 100
Cafes and Restaurants ... 65
Grocers T2

With very few exceptions all these premises can be consid-
ered to comply with the minimum requirements based on Section
13 of the Food and Drugs Act, 1938, but the standard in many
premises is, of course, much higher than the minimum.

It has been found in practice that the maintenance of a
reasonably high standard of Food Hygiene in food premises,
and amongst food handlers, can only be attained by regular and
frequent inspections. This policy is being pursued as far as
possible and there is increasing evidence that the required results
are being achieved.

Every opportunity is taken of discussing the subject of Food
Hygiene with food handlers and others and a number of local

organisations have been addressed on the subject, the talks being
supported with film strips and sound films.

The Council has adopted the new Model Byelaws issued by
the Ministry of Food in connection with the Handling, Wrapping
and Delivery of Food and Sale of Food in the Open Air, and
copies have been circulated to all food traders in the District.

UNSOUND FOOD.

The following unsound foods were surrendered during the

year, the total bulk being substantially more than that surrendered
in 1950:—

49






FOOD AND DRUGS ACT, 1938.

The following samples were taken during 1951 and submitted
to the Public Analyst, with the results shown :—

Analysed. Non-Genuine.

Arricle.
Far- | Imfor- Toral Far=- | Infar-

mal. mal. mal, | mat. | Toval.

Aspirin Tablets

Bread ...

Beef Sausage ‘Meat

Beef Sausages

Brawn ...

Bicarbonate-of-Soda

Barley Flour

Bilberries in Symp

Beer b

Cherries in S}Fmp

Crab Paste ... .~ s

Cake Fruit Mixture ...

Chocolate Roll ... ..

Cream Powder {Syntheh{:}

Chicken MNoodle Soup

Cornflour v

Colfee and C]'IICHI}I' Easan(:e

Cream :

Double CTeam

Dressed Crab

Eucalyptus il

Fish Paste ...

Fancy Crab Maat: .

Glycerine, Honey and Lemun
Balsam i

Garden Mint in Vmegar

Golden Crumbs ... ... ...

Ground Mixed Sp:ce

Ice Cream e

Jam !

Lung Tonic .

Lemon Juice

Lemon Mousse

Milk

Marmalade ..

Malt Vinegar

Meat Paste

Mincemeat ...

Non-Brewed Condiment

Orange Flavoured Vantas Drink

Pepper Flavoured Compuund

Processed Peas .

Pork Pie .

Pineapple Juice

Paté de Foie .

Rice Lk

Rice Shaped Macaroni

Rheumatism Tablets ...

Sweets ... -

Steamed Puddlng Mixture

Sponge Mixture ... i e
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Analysed. MNon-Genuine,

Article. -
For- | Infor- For- | Infor-| -
2 ot Total. pts il Total.

Self-Raising Flour

Soup 4 Y ;

Soup Mix .

Spaghetti with tomato sauce and
Cheese S0 R !

Sponge Mixture ... s

Sugar Sweetened Cake Flour ...

Saccharin Tablets

Strawberries in Syrup

Travel Sickness Tablets

Vita-Glucose Tablets ...

Whisky ... i

Yoghourt
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ToTALS ...

Adverse reports were received on 20 samples, including 15
milk samples, and the following is a summary of the action taken
in respect thereof.

Canned Cherries in Syrup.

(1) A sample was submitted to chemical and bacteriological
examination in response to complaints made by the retailer,

The reports indicated contamination with sulphuretted hydro-
gen and sulphides of iron, and the Public Analyst submitted that
the condition of the fruit was such as to render it unfit for human
consumption.

In view of this report the shopkeeper surrendered his re-
maining stock for destruction, and as the product was of Italian
origin imported into this Country, particulars were submitted to
the Food Hygiene Division of the Ministry of Food.

(2) This sample was submitted to chemical and bacterio-
logical examination as a result of a routine inspection at a fruit-
erer’s shop in the District.

It was noted that the tins were unlabelled and a high per-
centage appeared to be in a blown condition. The Public Analyst
reported that the fruit was contaminated with metals and possessed
a metallic taste. He indicated that the amount of iron found in
solution was sufficient to account for a * hydrogen swell,” and the
condition of the can was consistent with this.

Although the contents of the can were not injurious to health,
the Public Analyst submitted that the strong metallic taste and the
appearance of the cans would be likely to give rise to complaint
if the article were sold direct to the public.
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In the meantime the remaining stock of this product was
removed to the retailer’s wholesale premises in an adjoining
District, where all that remained of the whole consignment was
subsequently surrendered as unfit for human consumption.

In view of the above, representations were made to the
canners concerned with a view to preventing the further sale of
canned fruits to the general public in a similar condition, and the
retailer was warned by the Council in respect of the labelling
offence.

Milk.

(1) A sample of bottled milk, obtained from a roundsman
in the street showed a deficiency in milk solids other than milk
fat to the extent of 1 per cent, although the freezing point did not
indicate the presence of added water.

The retailer concerned was advised to take check samples
from all his suppliers, and as a result the consignments of two
producers were strongly suspect.

Informal samples of these latter supplies were taken by the
Department at the place of delivery, i.e. at the local dairy, and
of 7 samples taken the Public Analyst reported deficiences in solids
not fat ranging from 2 per cent to 30 per cent in 6 samples, with
added water to the extent of 5, 16, 19, 20, 20 and 30 per cent
respectively. One sample was genuine.

As the premises of these two producers were outside the
Council’s area, and as it was considered more satisfactory to
sample at the place of production, arrangements were made with
the two Food and Drugs Authorities concerned for their officers
to sample formally at the farms referred to, with results similar
to those outlined above.

~ Proceedings were instituted by these Authorities, and con-
victions were obtained in each case.

Arising out of this incident, arrangements have been made
whereby the Sanitary Inspectors of this Council, as Sampling
Officers, are permitted to obtain milk samples within the areas
of the Surrey County Council and the Reigate Borough Council
in accordance with Section 68 (6) of the Food and Drugs Act,
1938, Similar facilities have been afforded to enable Sampling
Officers of the Borough of Reigate to enter this Urban District to
procure samples of milk.

(2) Five samples of milk were taken, four of them informally
as a result of reports received by a retailer on samples taken by
him from one of his sources of supply.

_All the samples were deficient in milk solids, other than
milk fat, but the freezing point did not indicate the presence of
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added water. The milk fat content was satisfactory, and there
was no reason to believe that the milk was other than as received
from the cow.

(3) Two further samples of milk were taken informally as a
result of reports received by a retailer, and the Public Analyst
reported deficiences in milk fat and solids not fat. On calculation,
however, the whole of the yield showed a deficiency in solids not
fat only; there was no evidence of added water, and no reason to
believe that the milk was other than as received from the cow.

(4) One of a number of samples of milk taken at a Hospital
Farm at the request of the Secretary of the Hospital concerned,
showed a slight deficiency in milk fat, but subsequent samples
proved satisfactory.

Sweets.

These sweets contained sulphur dioxide as an added preser-
vative to the extent of 140 parts per million by weight.

The manufacturers were warned of the need to satisfy them-
selves in their own interests that the preparation of the different
ingredients used, their sulphur dioxide content and the tempera-
ture and time of boiling sweets were not contributing to this
relatively high residual sulphur dioxide content.

Steamed Pudding Mixture.
Sugar Sweetened Cake Flour,

The reports on these two samples referred to defects in label-
ling and representations were made to the manufacturers con-
cerned, which resulted in the provision of new labels.
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DEATHS OCCURRING DURING

TABLE 1V.

THE YEAR, 1951.

. o WY AN A g
o 5
R
Cause of death. o - BoMET B S B B 2
gl gt S-S g a-N-wte ¥ &
S| EI Bl E" 8 ® 9 8T8 85 8§
1 4 ) el g e T
Respiratory tuberculosis wy 111y — — — — 1 5 2 3
Other tuberculosis —T=] =] —m = = = == = —
Syphilitic disease ... 2] 3| §| — — — — — — 2 13
Diphtheria —_-1 -] - - - = = = = —
Whooping -:uugh —_ =] =] — = — — —i—= = =
Meningococcal infections | —| —| —| — — — — — — — —
Poliomyelitis ... o [ I I (R = e e
Measles ... -] - - - - = = = =
Other infective and parf
asitic diseases . 1 1 2] —m — — — — 1 — 1
Cancer ... 54 69/123| — — — — 1 4 49 69
Leukaemia 1| 3] 4| — — — — — 1 2 1
Diabetes ... . 2 5] — — — e e— 23
Vascular lesions of ner-
vous system .. 32| 35| 87| — — — — — 15 72
Coronary disease. ang:na 4| V|| — — — — 2 M 68
Hypertension with heart
disease i L1l 9120 - = — — — — 4 16
Other heart dlseasc 57 141131| — — — — — 2 9120
Other circulatory dlsease 13| B8 3| - - — — — — 4 27
Influenza S e 7] Bl 15 — — — — — 1 2 12
Pneumonia 10| 23] 33 ] — — — — — 3 29
Bronchitis 2 4112 36| — — — | — — 5 30
Other respiratory T e e (D | S gt g g i, o N TR
Ulcer of stomach and
duodenum 4] 1 5| — — — — — — 1 4
Gastritis, enteritis and
diarrhoea L Lo == e T i ST B e (B
Nephritis and N:phrusis 4| 7| 11 — — T2 == 8
Hyperplasia of prostate 4l —| 4| — — — — — — — 4
Pregnancy,  childbirth,
abortion : T ) () R TR = e
Congenital malformation | 5| 4| 9| 6 — 1 — — — — 2
Other defined and ill-
defined diseases ... . 28] 38| 66] W0 — 2 1 2 #4 2 135
Motor vehicle accidents 3 W) I | T e e -
All other accidents 3| 121 15| —m — — 1 — 1 4 9
Suicide ... Sl 4] 8 —= — == =1 & 2
Homicide and nptratlnns
of war ... —_ -] - - = = = = = =
ToTaLs 349|390 |739| 17 — 3 3 5 24 160 527
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INDEX.

Ambulances ...
Analysis of Mﬂrtahty
Area ,

Bacteriological work ...

Bed Bugs, Eradication of

Birth Rates ..
Births, Live, ]Iiagmmatr.- and Still ...
Blind Welfare Worker "

Camping Sites ...
Cancer
Causes of Deaths
Chicken Pox ...
Children’s Officer
Clinics :
Diphtheria Imunisation .
Family Planning
Infant Welfare
Maternity
School
Toddlers
Tuberculosis
Veneral Disease
Closet Accommodation
Consultant Service

Day MNurseries
Deaths and Death Rates .
Dental Treatment '
Diphtheria

Diphtheria Immunisation
Disinfection s
Disinfestation

District Nursing Service
Drainage and Sewemge
Dysentery i

Emergency Units
Enteric Fever ...
Erysipelas

Eye Defects

Factories
Family Planmng Clinic
Food and Drugs Act
Food Supply :

Milk

Meat

Unsound
Food Premises
Food Poisoning

Health Visitors

Health Propaganda
Heart Disease, etc.
Home Helps

Hospitals
Houses, Ins.pncuan of
Hnuses Inhabited
Huumng

59

30
6,8,9,15, 58
30

17
24
25
44
28
36
18

32
18
18
30

39, 40
29
3l, 52

46
48
49, 30
49
19

29
27
10
29
a1, 32
33, 34

El
33, 34



INDEX—continued.

Ice-Cream
[llegitimate Babies
Immunisation ...
Infantile Mortality
Infectious Disease :
Cases NMotified :
Monthly incidence of
School Notifications
Inspection and Supervision of Food

Laboratory Facilities ...
Legal Proceedings ...
Marriage Guidance Council

Massage Establishments
Maternal Mortality
Maternity Clinics .
Maternity and Child Welfare

Services o

Centres .

Hospital hemmmudatmn
Measles : :
Meat
Midwifery Service ;

Milk and Dairies chulatmns

Milk (Special Dcmgnatmns} Regulaiions

Milk, Sampling of ...
Moral Welfare Worker
Mortality :
Analysis of
Infant
Maternal
Mumps

National Assistance Act, Sect. 47 .
National Assistance Act, Sect. 50 .

Mational Society for the Prevention of Crueh}f to Children

Non-notifiable Infectious Disease
Nursing Service

Ophthalmia Neonatorum

Paratyphoid Fever
Pneumonia

Poliomyelitis

Population s
Premature Babies

Public Cleansin .
Public Health Committee
Puerperal Pyrexia

Rainfall .

Rateable Value :
Rats and Mice Destruction ...
Rivers and Streams ...

Road Safety Committee

Sanitary Inspectmns* etc
Scabies
Scarlet Fever

Schools .
School Clinies
Sewerage

Shops
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