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THE HEALTH REFORT OF COULSDON AND PURLEY LIBRARY
03 T g

INTERIM REPORT. &° o “1

- In accordance with the instruc : g Ministry

Health I have prepared an interim report on ThE state of the
Public Health in this District during 1944, which I heg to
present to you,

This is my 13th Annual Report =& your Medical
Officer of Health and it is hoped that this will he the last of
a2 series of 5 such aboreviated reports as also that it will e
peraissible and practicable, either to prepare the 1945 Report
a5 2 summary of conditions during the war years, or for such a
suimary to be published in addition to the 1945 Report.

The natter required for a comprehensive report of this nature
148 Leen prepared and preserved year Ly year.

Looking back, the year 1944 will stand out from the
other war years on account of the nature of the enemy attcck
following the invesion of the Centinent. It is well known
that there wure two phases, the first from 15th June to 3lst
October, was marked by the use of "Flying Bombs% which chiefly
i7fected the gouth-castern Counties south of the Thenes ; the
second, in which rockets predoninated, was more severe north-
cast of the capital. During the first phase at least 70 Flying
Bombs fell in, or on the houndary of, this District, damaging
the vest majority of houses. Occasional night vombing raids
had oceurred in the first half of the year, one particularly
hecvy one Leing on 25th March while the rockets, onc of which
fell in the District on the 17¢n septenber, frequently sounded
unplezsently close, but it was the Flying-bonrb period which
caused locally the greotest upneaval of the war period.
Unofficial evacuation, in 2 simiisr mrnner to the wkits in 1939
anc 1940, comuenced soon after these Lonbs storted to errive,
followed, nowever, this time by the official evacuation of
wotllers and children fron nid-July onwarcs, By contrast troops
énc large numbers of worknen were drafted into the District to
dea:. with the boub denage. With the overrunning of the French
and Belgian coasts the unofficial return of evicuces comitenced,
out their official return was delayed until 1945.

This social upheavzl might have been expected to
have an adverse effect upon the public health of the District,
Jut fortunately there is but little stotistical evidence of
this. It appeared to some that the 1944 attacks hud a more
proiound effect on the nervous systen than earlier attacks, zs
might be expected after 5 years of Wur, but the effects of the
prolonged strain have greatly diminished since, anc are, in
any case incapable of statistical presentation. :

The following are the essentizl facts which can be
presented releting to the health of the District in 1944,
InTectious disease was at & lower level than in either of the
preceding war yeors. The Infant Mortality Rate wcs the lowest
for the last 10 years and the Birth Rate remained high, though
slightly less than in 19473, While it is true that the crude
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death rate increased, had it not bLeen for 50 Deaths among
residents due to enemy action the increzse would only huve been
slight and probably accounted for oy the agelng populction.
Against a background of 5 yeurs of war, culnminating in a period
of social upheaval, thesc facts give ground for much satisfuction.

On the othcr hand, proportionately almost twicc as
many new cases of Pulmonary Tuberculosis were notified, as
compared with 1939, While this increase is probally partly due
to better means of detecti.n znd partly to fluctuations in the
r-te which inevitably occur, particularly when dcoling with smell
nunbers of people, the incrense in this discese 1 .ich has Leen
noted throughout the country cmphasises that we hove not been able
to avoid all the deleterious eficets of vor. Obvicusly housing,
the dietary and working conditions, including hours of work, cof
the average adult have deteriorated and will neecd carly
attention now that the war is over.

; When one consicders the factors which have minimisec

de¢terioration in the publie health curing the pceriod of the war
" one remembers the Diphtheriz Immunisstiocn curpaign, the use of
the sulphonamides and later penicillin. and in the Forces, the
use of D.D.T. These have 21l been outstunding successes in
their own spheres and presage well for the future.

Is it not, liowever, probably correct to assunme that the
degree of success anﬁiuved in thc maintencnee of hezlth vas very
lorgely attributeble to a wisc use of the national food
resources, to an absence of acute poverty and to some exteat to
a simplification of life? One might 21so ask whoether it is
not within the power of man to retain anc even ¢uvelop further
these beneficial environmentzl fictors in time of pecce?

While giving credit to thesc major influences it is
uncoubtedly true thot this satisfactory report on the health of
the District in 1944 was also due in part to local effort, and
here I would pay tribute to the loyulty anc perseverunce, nat
only of my collecgues in the Public Health Services, but to umy
friends in the wider he:lth servicc, the Doctors, Nurses and
Midwives of the District, the Civil Defence personnel and nany
other voluntoury helpers. Above all wey I humbly rccord my
admiration of thc cheerful doggciness of the average resident
and the splencid spirit of nelghbourly helpfulness which saw us
through those darker days and nmade our rceord one of which We
need not be ashaned. May this spirit of cheerful ond
indefatigable service also persist ond flourish, making our
District a still nore desirzble lacelity.

I hope I may, in conclusion, again thank a1l Ly
colleagues and staff for the help they gave during the yeur.
Particularly woulcd I thank the Senior Hezlth Visitor, the Senior
Sanitary Inspector and my Chief Cleri, not only for thcir
assistence in preparing this report but for their unfziling and
cheerful co-operction which, cspecially in the darker days of
1944, was an inspiration and constant scuree of encouragenent.

I am, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Your obedient servant,
F.R.Edurocke.
Medical Officer of Heolth.
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VITAL SBTATISTICS.

BIRTHS.

During the year 853 Births were registered as
belonging to the District, of which 428 were males and 425 were
females, as compared with 901 in 1943,

This is egual to an Annual Birth Rate of 16.9 per
thousand of population, os compared with 17.L last year and 17.1,
12.6 and 12.3 in the preceding 3 years.

The average Birth Rate for this Distriet has been
between 11.6 and 13.9. It suddenly incréased in 1942, coinciding
with the biggest recruitment of women for National Service. The
National Birth Rate followed the same trend, though muech less
abruptly, being 17.6 in 194k, 15.6 in 1943 and 15.8, 1L.2 and
15.1 in %he preceding 3 years. It ie interesting to surmise
whether this year's slight local tendency to decrease will continue
in future years and whether the National rate will also have
reached its peak.

There were 39 illegitimate births (21 males snd 18
females) registered, this being 12 less than in the preceding year.
Expressed as a percentage of total births, 4.5 were illegitimate
compared with 5.7, 4«8, 5.7 and 3.0 in the preceding L years.

In 1944 there were 21 still births registered
(9 malee and 12 females), all occurring in legitimate children.

The local stillbirth Rate was thus 0.42 per thousand of population,
as compared with 0,66 last year and 0,56, 0.42 and 0.35 in the
preiedins 3 years. This Rate for England and Vales was 0.50

in 91}#1 .

DEATHS,

The number of Deaths registered during the year as
belonging to this District was 651, (302 males and 439 femelee ),
ag compared with 570 in 1943.

The crude Death Eate' for the year was egual to 12.9
per thousand of population; as compared with 10.5 last year and
10.7; 11.6 and 11.5 in the preceding 3 years.

The crude Death Rat=s in Fngland and Wales were 11.6
in 1944, and 12.1, 11.6, 12.9 and 1L.3 in the preceding & years.

The chief causes of death in the District were Heart
and other circulatory discascs (including Cerebral Heemorrhege)
254; Cancer 96, followed by Violence (includine Suicide) 68,
Bronchitis 34, Pulmonary Tuberculosis 31 and Pneuncnia 30.

Heart Disease; ete.

The percentage of deaths dus to heart and other
circulatory dieseases was slightly less than last year, altogether
constituting sbout two-fifths of the total deaths.

As has been previously stated, insofar as thia group
includes deaths in elderly people from what is really old age, it
is hoped that the proportion of deaths coming under this heading
will inerease.

This year 78 per cent. were over 65 ycars of age at
the time of death; while LB per cent. were over 75 years of age,
being slightly less than the corresponding figures for last year.

Once again about a quarter of this group of deaths
wae in respect of persons under 65 years of age in whom the
postponement of death might reasonably have been expected had
undue strain or stress been avoided. , '

Gﬂ; CETs

During 1944 there were 96 deaths from cancer, with
the Cancer Death Rate 1.91 per thousand of population, compared
with 1.51, 1l474; 1.92 and 1.45 in the preceding L years.

#ith the age of the population at risk rising and
the rate fluctuating annually it is unwise to make eny deductions
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The year wee notable -for the great fluetuation
in the rainfall which affected the water supply during the first
half of the year. By the end of .pril or the beginning of May,
each Water Company issued advertisements in the locel newspapers
and/or eircularised consumers giving warnings of a watep
shortage. The watering of gardens was checked. The greatest
care had to be taken in the use of hose pipes and encouragement
wes given to report immediastely waste from leaking taps and
fittings.

The public evidently reeponded to these appeals,
and 1% was not necessary to impnse further restrictions, but it
was not until later in the year that the restrictions were

withdrawn.

Complaints of insufficient or limitecd supplies
were not received. In one instance, however, for a short
time water had to be distributed by water cart, owing to damage
10 A main by enemy action. The supply is conatant to all perts
of the area and there are nc private wells in use. 411 houses
are served by public water mains and ac eagh house has its own
supply within the house therc are no stand pipes for common use.

The statutory meximum limit for hardness in the
water supplied by the East Surrcy and Sutton Distriect ‘ater
Companies is 9 degrees and 28 samples were examined by the
Department during 194L to ascertain that this was not cxeeeded.
In no case was thia found to occur.

RAIIFPAI L,

The rainfall registered at the Refuse Destructorp
wae EEEEL inghes, compared with 25.01 inches in 1943 and 28.93
in 1942.

© GLOSET ACCOMMOD..TION.

Nearly the whole district is on the water
carriage aystem. Owing to the war very little alteration of
other forms of sanitetion has been made during rccent years.

The approximate numbers using the following
methods of disposal et the end of the ycar were -

Premiges with water closcts drained to secwers - 15,202
Premiges with pail closets - excluding
_ temporary buildings - - 216
The total number of cesspools throuzhout the
district is approximetcly - - 164,

; The contents of almost all pail closets are
collected by the Council's pully cmpticrs and disposed of in
the public sewers; as are the contente of such cesspools ss are
emptied by the Council. In s few inacccesible premises the
cecuplers dispose of the contents in their gardens.

PUBLIC CLoANSING.

There was no alteration in the system of house
and trade refuse collection during the year. The fortnightly
system of collection instituted in 1941 was continued with
specieal drives for waste paper; books, rubber and non-ferrous
metals. There was alsc no alteration in the charges for the
removal of trade refuse or for cesspool empiying.

SHOKE ABATEMENT.

No action was taken in connection with any
factory chimney, but a number of complaints were received of
nuisance from smoke arising from the chimneys of workmen's
Ltemporary billets crected by the Home Officc on sites of
buildings destroyed by enemy rction. These one storey buildings
with their low chimneys caused considerable- trouble, both te
residents and to the Lepartment, and no remedy had been effected
by the end of the year.





















