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But for throed vutbreaks of infectious disesse in
Institutions in the District, the year 1940 would haeve compared
very favourably indced with its prcdecessors. A tot.1l of 284
cages of notificble infectious disease other than tuberculosis
were notified, but of these 131 releted to the 3 insztitutional
outbreaics, (20 searlet fever, 43 parctyphoid and 68 dysentery).

Hzd it not been for these outbreaks the numbor of
notifications per 1,000 population would have been only 3.0

- which was that experienced in 1939, than which only two lower

figures have becen recorden, viz. 2.8 in 1937 znd 2.1 in 1938.

: hs tﬁe_inStitutional outbreaks have to be included,
the rate per 1,000 population was nearly 5.6 but even this is
less than the averzge rate for the cecade 1915-1524, which was

i?i

o It will thus be seen that the amount of infectious
disease in the generzl population wos very low, contrary to
pre-war cxpectitions, although it should be noted that until
the second half of the year the effects of the war on the life
of . the community were slight, evacuation and the lack of
ventilation accompanying the black-out being the two most
marked socigl changes consldered likely to affect the hezlth
of the communitiy. To these were cdded, in the second half of
the year, the strein of very fregquent zir raiding =nc the acute
and prolonged herding together of people in wvairious forms of
shelter which were generally speaking well below the standard
Df hygiene normally enjoyed by the population. ¥hen 1t is
considered that for many this was in additicn a pericd of
~ overwork, whilc the majority had their hours of sleep

considerably reduced it is surprising that more ill health
did not resull. Judged by local results evacuation, as
evidenced by the outbreak of dysentery &t Cane Hill, and
overcrowding in shelters, ¢s occurred at Feedham, were the two
social changes having the most eoffect on the heaith of the
community, but both of them it will be noted were confined to
"elosed" sections of the population.

The following table shows the number of cascs notified,
togeﬁhur with the pumber recmoved to Hospltzl, and the total
deaths.

Number Hemowed to | Total
Discase. notified. |Isolation | Deaths.
Hospital.
Scarlet Fever . iy L R g 61 52 -
Diphtheria i S 5 Eg 24 -
Pyphedd "o o e 6 R D . 1 -
Paratyphoid . . S 4; 1 -
Erysipelas e . Ta | 1 -4 -
Puerperal Pyrexia . . . 2 2 1
Ophthalmia Neonatorum . . 1 - -
{0 LT e N e 19 - 37
IrSentaly: o o e &t alaiis Bg = =
Cerebro-Spinal Fever . . 6 g
Fﬂliﬂ'm}’ElitiS . " - - - - " 1 o st
MOna s o oot e it 2 11 - -
Whocping Cough - . . + <« + 1 - -
PYREES il 5 e e = el 90 38
-— = |

*
Includes deaths from all forms of pneumonisa.
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After. three years during which very few czses of
diphthenia pacurred in the 6istrict a slight increase was
experienced in 1940 when 25 cases wgrc notified. Nearly half
the cases, however, occurred in . January, following an outbreak
in Coulsdon around Christmas, 1939. In this outbreak the -
majority of cases ioccurred among adults. By March it had died
out. | In July a further cese was notified but proved to be-
tonsilitis onlyj while in fugust two isolated casés occurred in
children in Banderstead and Selsdon. No further cases occurred
in ‘the:District as a whole .during the remainder of the year, but
sixeases of ‘diphtheria were diagnosed among a scries of cases
of scarlet: fever among the children of Reedham Orphanzge between
September and November. - Furthér reference to these cases will
be found in the¢.section on scarlet fever. Fbrtunutclr, no
deaths frem diphtheriz oeeurred during tha year. It is hﬂpﬂd
that with the greatly inecrcased proportion of children who 'have
been immunised cgainst this disease since the wund of the year
that the number-of cases occurring in future years will be
greatly reduced. . Only 140 children received or complated the
full course. of treatment for their immmnisation against -
¢iphtheria at the two clinics cstablished by the Council during
1940'! - ot el ol N .. -t :

P .:.:,‘ 55
L

Eight casas of typhnid fever woere notified during the
Year hut all except one occurréd in cne of the mental hospit*ls
*in the District.- The source of infection in the isolated ‘case
could not be traccd.. The Institutional casas were ceaused by
chronic carrierc, inspite of the generzl use of T.A.B. vozeine:
thus one case had only rccciv;n dnjections 9 months ureviqusly.

EVER

- Of the 45 cases of paratyphoid fever notified ﬂuring
1940 only one was in the District as a wholes, and agzin the
source of infectian could not be traced.. Forty-threc of the
cases occurred-in one of the mental hospitils in the month of
June and were due to B. Paratyphosus B. All except one of the
cases occurred in one -of the blocks of buildings and was thought
to have been associated with cecrtain food but unfortunately, as
so often happens, the first notification was not received umtil
snme time afbur the suspected food had been caten or destrﬂyud;

Dr_the_43 cases notified 22 were 25 a result 35 i
bacteriological examination of the fazéces only, the cases -
presenting no symptons. One member of the =taff only was' -
affected. Four -of the inm tes affected died as a resgult of -
the disease. - : ; : o

By the usual me:ssures for immhnisation, isalatinn,
disinfection, etc., the outbreak wes limited, once it wos”
recognised, to one block af buildings.

SCARLET FEVER.

The number of ecazses of Searlet Fever notificd during
1940 was about the average for the preceding 4 years, viz. 61,
This number would have been still smeller but for an outbreak at
Reedham Orphanage between Scptember and November in which 20
children centracted the disease. The. outbreak a2t this -
institution is of interest in several respects. The first
case, which was taken i1l on the 12th September, was one of
32 infants who were sleeping every night in the air Rzid
shelter in close proximity with esch other and with approxim-tely
79 girls. It wes found that a number of the other infants
had colds and sore throat:z at this time and owing to the very
frequent raids it wa: impossible to segregate the children with
these possibly premonitary symptoms or to determine by swobbing
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which were harbouring strepto cocei’in their throats or noses.
One of the girls wes repioved to Hospital on the 18th and a
.- fupther five girls and one infant on the 19th all having had
-gore throats fbl one or more days before removal. Consideration
was" glven: to: the possibility of Dick testing and injfcting
Scarlet Fever anti-toxin but:the nurber of children was large
comparced with' the staff gvailable snd the circumstances then
preveiling locally ia the metter of air raids prohibited this
course of action. The 138 boys 2t the' Orphanage who had
previously mixed with the girls during the doy time were kept
separate and at the suggestion of the Medical Officer to the
‘Wandle Valley Isolation Hospitzl it was cdecided to give the
girls and infahts 2 tablets {i.e. gr.15) each of Sulphonanide-P
daily for 3. days. These tublets were given on the 20th - 2Z2nd
Saptember during which 3 days three more infants and three girls
were sdmitted, one of ‘the latter being diagnosed clinichlly and
'buctcrimlﬂgicnlly as:a case of Liphtheriﬁ. .

No further czses occurred until the 28th whan a pember
of the Junior Nursing Stafl and ‘one boy commenced with scarlet
faver. 4 sécohd course of sulphoncmide was therefore given
to the girls and infants and a first course to the boys after
which no further cases occurred among the former, but the boys
having one further csase on each of the 7th, 9th-and 1lith- October
a second course was given to them and the epiﬁemic ceased.

It 1s regretted that circumstances marred the observation of

this outbreak and especially that detailed bacteriological
exaninations could not bhe made.: While it is appreciated that
without z.comparable group who were not treated with Sulphonamide
P. no reliable conclusions can be drewn, the compar=tively sudden
cessation of the epidemic after the use of this drug suggests the
desirability uf its i‘urtheh trizl under similar circumstznces.

After a break of 19 days, during which 14 of ‘the
scarlet fever cases but not the case of diphtheria had returned
from the Isolation Hospitszl, 2 cases of diphtheria occurred
among the girls, followed by a further 2 casecs on the 6th
November and one on the 9th November. During this period
regular clinicel examinations of the throats were made but 'very
few swabs were token and no inncculotions given.- It is
interesting to consider why this outbrezk of diphtheriz diead
out so quickly and without further cases occurring as only cbout
10% of this schocl population had then becn imrunised or had
suffered from diphtheriz previously, wheress, in 1524 no less
than 90 cases of diphtheris eccurred in this Institution during
a similar outbreak. Possibly a number of the thildren carried
the germs for o while without suffering from the disease, but
during the spring of 1941 when generzl immunisation was being
carried out 34 children were Bchick tested who had previously
had diphtheria or been immunised and of these 3 were still
Schick positive suggesting that at least some of the
susceptible were not attacked although p“Lsumably exposeu to
infection.

There were 17 notifications of erysipelas during the
year as compared with 10, 13 and 14 in the last threc years.
Of these 7 were patients in the Mental Hospitzls, the remsining
10 being unconhected cases scatifered over the District. Four
cases were admitted to the Isolation Hospital. No deaths
oceurred. :

g _I'L + .
Two cases were notified as conpered with 3 last year.

Both cases were admitted to the Wendle Villey Joint Hospital
where they recovered.
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, : Only 1 case was notificd and the child recovered
without impairment of vision after treatment at Redhill County
"'Hospital. :

ACT OLIO LITIS.

Only 1 case of polionmyeclitis was notified in the
District. The disease was not suspected until the child had
been under trectment for an orthopoedic defect for a year, hcnce,
it can be taken that no acute case of this disease occurred in
the District during 1940.

-

CEREBRO SPINAL FEVER.
Eight cases were notified during the yehr compared with
-four—in RESQ and only one in cach of 1935 and 1936. The local

increase in the incidence of this disease represented part of 2
- wave affbcting the whole Country. Fortunately the Iocal
inecidencké was less than that in England end Wale:c, notifications
being 0.15 per LO0OO civilian pepuletien compared with 0.32 in

the Geun ry as a wholg.

e local cases were scattered threugheut the first

three qua ters of the year and over the Distriet, each being
gparently unconnected with either of the others. - All were
admitted to hospital, two going to the Redhill County Hospital,
and no degths were reperted anong the residents of this District.

LY

There were 19 netifieetiene of zcute primary or =
influeneal pneuncnia during the. year as compared with 52, 12 and
30 in the previous th“ep Years. Twelve of the cases were inmates
of the Mental Hespitels, | e

No cases were removed to the Isolation Hospital, but
2 werc treated at Purley Hospital and 1 2% Redhill County
Hespitel. i

D ® ri £ l. | ¥

_ Eighty five cases of dysentery were notified, this
being the largest number| of cases recorded as having occurred in
the 'Urban District, the previous highest being 17 in 1923. The
‘casgés occurned in two main groups one of 17 cases being notified
in Selsdon cne Doctor. The diagnosis of these cases wWas net -
confirned by bacteriological exzminetion.but-barilliary
infection we; suspected. '  The occurrentce of a number of cases
prescnting gastro-intestinal symptoms at one time suggested a
comuon cause,but no common factor could bLe 'traced except the
water supply which was shovm to be satisfactory:. The other
group all cecurred at one of the mental hospitals, wiz. 1 in
May, 1 ifi September, 20 in October, 40 ir November and 6 in
December. The organisms csusing thes. cases were 3 or 4 types
ef Flexner bacilli with a few czses due to Sonne bacilli.

The variety of types and the dimensions of the outbreak were

due to the transfer of cases from éther hospitals in London
owing to air attack.

MEASLES,

Only 11 cases of measles were notified during the year
under the Mcasles and VWhooping Cough Notification Order, 1940,
but the Health*Visitors paid wisits to 32 households in which
cases had occurred, 20 being cases in school children and 2 in
adults. No cases were admitted to the Isolation Hospital
during the year.

WHOOPING COUGH.

Similarly, only 1 case of whooping cough was notified
although 2 cases were reported upon by Head Teachers and the
Health Visitors wvisited 11 houscholds on this and other sources
of information. One case was admitted to the Infectiocus Disease
Hospittl. It is not znticipated that the compulsory
notification of measlcs and whooping cough will prove of great
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assistance in :this District as in the najarity nf Cascs. no

Doctor is called in, while  visitation feollowing school

notification of absence is too late to prevent the spread of

infection.

in order to avold complications is only necessary for

proportion of the local resicdents.
contacts has not so far proved practicable, but when this cen be

Advice on the importance of treating cases seriocusly
- very smal’
Large scele immunisation of

encouraged notification and Health v*sita*ian will doubtless

prove more valuable than at present.

IUBERCULOSIS.

vThe following table preseats :qnciséiy the position
with regard to Tuberculosis in this District during 1?4&;—

PULKONARY. NON-PULMONAR™ . TQTALS.
I R T R RN
Number of cases on ‘| . . e
register lst 1791, | 90, 18, §26x 109. | 116.
January, 1940. '
ADDITIONS 1940. )
New cases notified o T i T 5. - 1T ks
Cases removed ihto . :
District. - P § 2 %, B. 13.
Hestored to Register i1 - - - I -
TOTAL ADDITIONS 26. | 24. 4, T+ 30. AL,
VALS 1940. . 2

DEﬂ.thE j,Dl 11- il '.-.r.t 15! ] 151.
Removed from District} 19. 2k Za 6. 21, 27 .
Recovered. D 5. - il L 6.
Non-Tuberculous 1. - - = 1, i
Total removed from

Register. £ R s S 9. 37, 46 .
Number on register
31st December 1240, Bk T, 17. | z4. Tpdy | Yol.

While the number of new cascs of both

pulmenary and

non-pulmonary Tuberculcsis notified were slightly less than in
recent years, the incidence per 1,000 population was about the
average. Similarly the death rates from hoth forms of the
diszease showed but little change. .

The only wvariation in the routine measures taken for
the prevention of Tuberculosis was tha institution of an enguiry
into the methods being used by notified crses for obtaining
chelter against zir attsck a2t nights. Nu cases-likely to cause
infection were found to be using the public shelters and in the
few cases in which risk was being incurred through the commmal
use of private air rald shelters an appeal was made to adopt
suggested alternative forms of protection

L
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Eﬁging the yeer 62 ecases were coufined in Purley

. Hospital and 98 a2t Redhill County Hospital under the Council's
Scheme, the former number ‘eing two less then and the latter the
same as in 1939. The system of charging waes not varicd during
the year.

Reduced aubulance charges continued to be made for
those coses whose confinements werc arranged through the Councll!
Schene.

¢ . The two Widwives employed by this Council attended
96 cases curing the year comparec with 87 in 1939. In common
with other midwives they cre to be commended ugon the way in
which they continued their work disrcgsrding the dangers of air
cettack. The Council Midwives had the additional disesdvint.ge of
having no meeans of transport at night as vehicles could not be
hired and no cars havc been provided for their use. In spitc of
strong representzticns on the motter it wes not until 1941 that

a neans of transport was found for them.

oo wore provided in 26 cases, this buing 8 more than in
g

BI COMTROL.  Arrcngements with the Croydon Clinic coatinued
a8 in recent years.

o) VIE !
For the first time the Council had the services of
four Health Visitors for a full year and the number of wisits
paid increased from 6,677 in 1933 to 9,192, this figure including
540 first visits to bables, 1,910 wisits to babies under 1 yesar,
5,724 visits to children frem 1 - 5 years, 350 visits to cases
of Tuberculosis and 118 visits to Refugees.

INFANT WELFARE GEHTE%ﬁ.
The six infant welfare centres established by the

Council were opened for 237 sessions, during 1940, this being
2 less than in 1938, but the total number o new cases which
attended was exactly the sine. With = diminishing child
population and the difficult circumstsnces under which the
centres were held during the second half of the year, it was to
be expected that the attendinces would show a corresponding
decrease. Actually this was most marked in the reduction in
the number of attendances nade by old cnses, these being 6,126
fewer than in 1938. Those who did attend saw the Doctors more
frequently, as there were 3,245 consultations which is only 279
less than in 1938B. The average attendances at the Centres
were Brighton Road, Coulsdon, 48: Rickman Hill, 40:
0ld Coulsdon 38; Kenley, 435; Selsdoa, 50 and
Sanderstead, 54.

Ten childrcn were referred to hospital for treztment
ineluding minor operations, and two were referred for
orthopacdic treatrent.

TODDLERS CLINICS. ©Special scssions were devoted to the
ingpection and welfzare of toddlers at four of the centres
during 1940, this being the first almost complete year of this
work. Forty-four sessions were held compared with twenty-
three in 1939, 237 toddlers being exaonined (10 less than in
1939) and 213 re-exeminctions nade (29 in 1939).

The staffing of the Centres was unaltered cduring 1940.

SUPPLY OF MILK.

; The usual -scheme for the provision of dried or liquid
nilk continued until the Auturmn when tho Covefnment introduced
its.scheme for the provision of liquid milk at reduced cost
for all children under 5 years of age whose parents epplied for
the same and a2lso for Ante-natzl or Nursing Mothers. It was
apparent from the first that this would involve considerazbly
more adninistrative -and elerical work than hitherto, the
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distribution being irrospoctive of the means of the foplly

if the full but reduced cost of the milk is peid. ° ilso

& madical certificate is no longer required, it being
acknowlcdged thut all children, and inte-natcl or Nursing
Mothers oust have cow's milk. The Food Officer therefore
appointed Mr. iarrison es Milk Officer, who, although he has
worked in the closest co-operation with the Public Heslth
Departoent has adninistercd a separ-tc Departrent. Imaring
1940, approximetely 2,700 persons were supplicd with milk under
the Government Scheme. After the introduction of the

latter the local Council econfined its spending to” the provision
of extra milk for cascs in which rore then 1 pint per day was
considercc desirable und the parents were unable to pay the full
cost of the axtra milk recuired.

During the ycar the Council suppliec 4,11§ gzllons
of liquid nilk free of cost and also distributed 473¢ lbs. of
dried milk. "R

DENTAL EﬂEA$EEﬂT. v s
¢ schene for providing dentsl trectrent for Ante-

Natal and Nursing Mothers and childron under 5 years of oge was
continued throughout 1940 but only 67 cuses received treatment
comparcd with 76 and 90 in the last two yeurs. )

DAY HUREERIES.

. The Purley and Coulsdon Doy Nurseries were enabled to
re-open in 1940 after shelters had becn provided by the Council,
but their total attendances were roduccd owing to war influences
from 13,044 in 1938 to 5,768. .

CHILD LIFE PROTECTION. : .

Inspcctions under Section 209 of the Public Health
Act 1936 continued uninterruptedly, 24 foster mothers beling
under supervision and 41 children distributed 2pong their homes.
The conditions found werc generally satisfactory.

HOUSING,

The totel number of houses inspected during 1940
ineluding inspections under the Housing Act 1936 was 310, the
nuaber of inspections for the purposc being 315. A totel
of 128 dwelling houses were found not to be in all respects
reasonably fit for human habitation but B5 of these were
rendered fit in consequence of informal action.

Notices were served as follows:- under the Housing
Act 1936, 1, (renderec fit by Loczl Authority in default of
owners); under Public Health Act, 23,(9 rendered fit by Loczl
futhorlity in default of owners.

Two new ceses of overcrowding were discovered
during the year but both were abated, together with 3 of the 6
coses known to exist ot the bezining of 1940. Thirty twe
persong were concernec in the five coses relieved, while 25
persons in 5 families occupicd the 3 houses still cvorcrowded
at the end of the vear.

No alterations in the scurces of supply were made
during 1940. As a rcsult of eneny action more samples were
exapined thon usuzl, 9 bacteriological and 4 chenical
examinations being made, bul £11 reports were sutisfactory.
Both companics continued thelr oraetice of maintaining a fairly
high percentege of frec chlorine and very caoreful neasures were
tzken to prevent infection resulting fro: injury to mains, the
Puhlii Hezlth Depertuent co-operating in the observatioa of
results.

There wzs no shortage of water durlng the year to
the District as a whole and although 36 samples were cxanmined by
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One licence was granted under the Milk (Specizl
Designations) Ordersl936-8 for the posteurising of nilk and
twelve sapples of this nilY were subidittced for examination.
0f the=se ten were satisfcocetory and two had & totzl count above
the prescribed linmit. Seven phosphatase tests of thiz nilk
were below 2.3 Lovibond Blue units -nd twe slightly above.
Investigation of the couse of the lattcr showed a defect in the
mechanisn which when remedied resulted in sctisfzctory
pasteurisation.

: During the yeur the Council granted the following
licences. to: sell Milk under the Milk (Specicl Designations)
Orders1936-8.

Orcdinary. Supnlepentery.
Tuberculin Tested i B o
Aceredited . Y s -
Pasteurised .. B 11 3

CE_CREAM.

During the vear seven scnples of ice cream were taken.
This was twenty-two sanplcs less than in the previous year
owing largely to the effect of the war both on asnufacture zad
consunption. A1l seven results were very satlisfactory.

MEAT.

As sloughtering ceased at the two licensed sloughter-
houses in the district after 15th January, 1940, the nunber of
carcases killed and inspected was small, viz. 1 calf, 47 sheep
and lapbs and 18 pigs. Ho part or orgaen of any of these was
condemned. The following unscund food w:as, however,
destroyed during the year:-

‘Meat and fish .ouhuss LI O e SRGT E
ﬂther fﬂﬂdﬁ LI R TR I I O T R B R I T R R A ] 145 lbﬁ'-

FOOD AND DRUGS ACT, 1938.

The powersunder this Act were talten over by the Council
fron the Surrcy County Council in October, 1939 ancd the
following table shows the samples taken during the year. In all
cases of adulteration etc. warning letters were sent.

Articles.

Analysed. Adulterated or | Prose- Con=

= * Deteriorated. | cutions.| victions
Forpel | In- |Total | Formal; In- [Totzl
formal formal

=

Milk
Butter
Margarine
Lard
Suger
Sausages
Jam

Bresd
Mincencat

Vinegar, Mzlt
Bresd & Butter

Cheese
Coffee

Confectionery

Crean

Custard Powder

Dripping
Flour

Lemonzade Crystils

e

I_l
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FOOD & DRUGE ACT. 1938.

Artiecles.

knalvsed.

Adulterated or
Deteriorated.

Forns1l

In-
orma

Total

Fornal

In-
formal

Tokal

Prose-
cutions

Con-
victions.

Lemen Barley

Water
Meat Paste
Milk, Condensed
Pears, tinned
Pineapple Cubed
Rice, Flaked
Sarcines
Splice, mixed
Sponge mixture
Tomatoes, tinnad
Arrowroot
Beer
Cocoa
Cooking Fat
Egg Powder
Fish Paste
Ginger Wine
Herrings,  tinned
Honey
Macaroni
Datmeal

Oxtail Soup Powdler 1

Sago

Shredded Suet
Sultanas

Beef, minced
Cake Mixture
Dried Fruit
Fish Czkes
Golden Glucose
Peanut Butter
Whiskey

Meat

Besf Suet
Black Pudding
Breakfast Sausa
Coffee Cresm
Cornflower
Ground Almonds
Lemon Jelly
Mixcd Candizd Pe
Pepper

Seuce

Soup * Powder
Table Szlt
Tes

Tinned Peas
Treacle

ey
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